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PREFACE. 

THE  Year  of  which  we  treat,  pre- 
ferred the  moft  aweful  appearance 
of  public  affairs,  which  this  country  had 
perhaps  beheld  for  many  ages.  All  ancient 
fyftems  of  policy,  relative  to  any  fcheme 
of  equality  or  balance  of  -power,  feemed 
forgotten  in  Europe.  Friends  and  allies 
were  no  more  with  refpeft  to  us.  On  the 
Contrary,  whether  it  proceeded  from  our 
"fault,  or  whether  it  was  merely  our  mis- 
fortune, mankind  feemed  to  wait,  with  an 
afpedfc  which  at  beft  befpbke  indifference, 
for  the  event  of  that  ruin  which  was  ex-< 
pe&ed  to  bur  ft  upon  us. 

It 
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It  has  happened  fortunately,  that  tht 
expected  evil  and  danger,  were  lefs  dread- 
ful in  the  encounter,  than  in  the  diftant 
appearance.  The  great  combination  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  with  the  American 
Colonies,  was  far  froth  producing  all  thole 
effects  which  were  undoubtedly  expected. 
If  our  own  fuccefles  were  not  great,  and 
rather  negative  than  direct  in  their  nature, 
our  lofles,  however  considerable,  were  ftill 
lefs  than  might  have  been  apprehended* 
It  affords  no  fmall  room  both  for  fatis- 
fa&ion  and  hope,  *  that  no  diminution  of 
national  glory  has  taken  place,  through 
any  failure  of  native  valour  in  our  Seamen 
and  Soldiers.  They  have  fupported  in 
all  cafes,  and  under  whatever  circum- 
stances of  difadvantage,  their  antient 
character. 

With    the    importance    and    variety   of 
the  work,  our  labour  has  increafed  j  and 
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every  year  of  this  period,  fo  full  of  trouble 
both  abroad  and  at  home,  has  produced 
fo  much  matter,  -  that  the  bufinefs  of  one 
has  run  in  upon  the  other.  The  Reader 
will  thus  account  for  the  delay  which 
has  annually  increafed.  Perhaps  we  ought 
rather  to  apologize  for  bringing  out  the 
matter  fo  crudely,  as  we  are  obliged  to 
do,  to  keep  tolerably  within  time,  than 
for  a  delay  rendered  neceffary  by  the 
magnitude  of  our  tafk.  Happy  fhall  we 
deem  the  hour,  when,  recurring  from  the 
horrors  of  war  to  the  pleafant  ways  of 
peace,  we  fhall  have  the  pleafure  of  an- 
nouncing to  the  Public,  the  glad  tidings 
of  returning    tranquility. 
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CHAP.      I. 

RetrofpeQive  vtena  of  American  affairs  in  the  year  1778.  Expedition  id 
Bedford,  fair  Haven ;  and  to  Martha's  Vineyard*  Admiral  Montague 
difpojfejfes  the  French  of  the  ifiands  of  St,  Pierre,  and  Miquelon.  Lord 
Corn<wallis,  and  Gen.  Knyphaufen,  advance  into  the  enemy7 s  country,  oii 
both  fides  of  the  North  River.  Surprize  of  Baylor's  light  horfe.  Succefs 
of  the  expedition  to  Egg  Harbour.  Surprize  of  Pulajki's  legion.  Cruet 
depredations  by  Butler,  Brandt,  and  the  farvages,  on  the  back  frontiers* 
Deftru&ion  of  the  new  fettle  men  t  at  Wyoming,  attended  with  circumftancct 
of  fingular  cruelty  and  barbarity.  Col.  Clarke's  expedition  ftom  Vir- 
ginia, for  the  reduclion  of  the  Canadian  towns  and  fet dements  in  the 
Illinois  country.  Conferences  of  Clarke' s  fuccefs .  Expedition  from  Scho- 
harie to  the  upper  Sufquehanna.  Deftruftion  of  the  Unadilla  and  Ana* 
quagofettlements. 


WE  have  fecn  in  our  lad  vo- 
lume, that  the  effe&uat 
protection  which  the 
French  fquadron  received  from 
their  new  allies,  at  Bolton,   had 

Sent  8th  cnt*rety  fruftrated  Lord 
f  "  «  '  Howe's  defign  of  at- 
l778,      tacking    D'Eftaing    in 

that  road  or  harbour.    Upon  this 
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failure  of  hope  with  refpecl;  to  his 
primary  object,  the  noble  Admiral 
immediately  returned  to  the  fuc- 
cour  of  Rhode  Ifland,  which,  we 
have  alfo  feen,  had  been  inverted, 
and  vigoroufly  attacked,  by  Ge- 
neral Sullivan.  And  rinding  that 
ifland  already  freed  from  danger, 
he  proceeded  to  New  York,  where, 
[J]  in 
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in  c6nft<]uencl  of  what  is  under- 
wood by  a  previous  leave  of  ab- 
fence,  he  refigned  the  command 
of  the  fleet  into  the  hands  of  Ad- 
miral Qambicr,  and  returned  to 
England. 

.   Sir  Henry  Clinton ,  who  had  em- 
barked with  4,000  men  for  the  re- 
lief of  Rhode  Ifland,    had   two 
other  material  objects  in  view,  in. 
oneor  both  of  which  he  might  pro- 
bably hive  fucceeded,  if  he  had 
not   been   detained    by    contrary 
winds   a    few  hoars  beyond    his 
time,  or  that  Sullivan  had  not  been 
attentive  to  the  danger  to  which  he 
was  expofed,  when  be  found  him- 
felf  finally    ajbandoned    by   the 
French  fleet,  and  in  consequence 
&tf<$rted  by  the  New  England  vo- 
lunteers, who  compofed  the  better 
part  of  his  force.     One  of  thefe 
was  to  cut  off  Sullivan's  retreat  to 
the    continent;    and    the   other, 
which   might    have    been    either 
adopted  as  principal,  or  purfued 
as  a  fefcondary  object,  was  to  at- 
tack the  Americans  in  their  head 
•quarters  and   principal   place  of 
arms,  at  Providence  5  the  deduc- 
tion, or  effectual  difmantling  of 
Which,    would  have  removed  an 
eye-  fore,  and  conftant  fource  of  ap- 
prehejiftm,  at  teait,  from  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Rhode  Ifland. 

Sullivan's  timely  retreat  having 
fruftratdd  thefe  dengns,  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  on  his  return  to  New 
York,  difpatched  Major  General 
Grey,  with  the  fleet  of  transports 
and  troops,  under  the 'convoy  of 
Captain  Fanfhawe,  of  the  Ca- 
rysfort  frigate,  upon  an  expedi- 
tion to  the  eaftward.  The  firft 
ob]e£l  of  this  expedition  was  to 
exterminate  fame  nefts  of  fmall 
privateers,,  which  abounded  in  the 
rivers  and  creeks  adjoining  to  Buz* 
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zards  Bay,  in  that  part  of  New 
England  called  the  Plymouth  Co- 
lony; which  from  their  vicinity 
to  Rhode  Ifland  and  the  Sound, 
greatly  inferred  the  trade  of  New 
York,  as  well  as  the  adjacent 
coafts  of  Long  Ifland;  whilft  the 
nearnefs  of  their  retreats,  with  the 
fmallnefs  of  their  reffels,  and  the 
fhallownefs  of  their  creeks,  fecured 
them  in  a  great  meafure  from  all 
purfuit. 

This  fervice  was  performed  with 
great  effect  by  the  detachment  un- 
der the  command  of  the  Major  Ge- 
neral. Between  fix  in  ^  , 
the  evening,  when  the  ^^'  Sttlm 
troops  were  landed,  and  twelve, 
on  the  following  day,  the  work  was 
completely  done  ?  deftroying  in 
their  courfe  about  feventy  fail  of 
/flipping,  betides  a  great  number 
of  fmall  craft.  The  detachment 
likewife  burnt  or  deftroyed  in  the 
fame  manner,  the  magazines, 
wharfs,  ftores,  warehonfes,  rope 
walks,  and  vefTeb  on  the  flocks, 
both  on  the  Bedford  and  Fair  Ha- 
ven fides  of  the  Aculhinet  river. 

The  transports  and  troops  pro- 
ceeded from  Fair  Haven  to  the 
ifland  called  Martha's  Vineyard ; 
the  inhabitants  of  which,  like 
thofe  of  Nantucket,  were  once  ce-  , 
lebrated  for  their  en ter prize,  Hull* 
and  great  fnccefs  in  the  fifheries. 
This  ifland,  being,  however,  the 
reverfe  of  Nantucket  in  point  of  - 
fertility,  afforded  a  confiderable 
and  raoft  deferable  contribution* 
confifting  of  10,000  fbeep,  and 
306  oxen,  for  the  public  fervice  at 
-New  York. 

In  the  mean  time,  Admiral  Mon«* 
tague,  who  commanded  on  the 
Newfoundland  ftatkui,  no  (boner 
received  intelligence  thatD'Eftaing 
had  commenced  hoftiliues  on  the 

coafts 
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cbi&  of  North  America,  than,  in 
conference  or"  prbviflorial  orders 
with  Which  he  had  been  furhiihed 
for  the  purpofe,  lie  difpatched 
Commodore  Evans,  with  the  Rom- 
ney  and  feme  frigates,  together 
with  a  detachment  of  marines  and 
artillery,  to  feifce  on  trje  fmall 
iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon, 
which  had  been  allotted  to  France 
by  the  Jaft  treaty  of  peace,  for  the 
purpofe  of  curing  and  drying  their 
fifh,  and  ferving  as  a  ftore-houfe 
and  fhelter  for  the  veflels  employed 
in  their  fitfiery. 

As  France  had  been  particularly 
reftrifted  by  the  late  treaty  from 
fortifying  thofe  iflands,  and  equally 
tied  down  from  any  increafe  of  a 
fmalf  limited  number  of  troops  in 
them,  which  were  only  adapted  to 
the  fupport  of  the  civil  govern- 


in  order  alio  to  procure  fbfage  and 
frefh  provjrfons  for  the  array,  Lord 
Cornwall  is  advanced  into  Jerfey 
with    a   ftrohg "  body    of   troops, 
where  he  took  a  pofition  between 
Newbridge,  oh  the  Mackinfack,  to 
his  left,  and  the  North  river,  to 
his  right.      At   the    fame  time, 
Lie  fat.    Gen»    Kuyphaufen,     ad- 
vancing with  another  diviiion  of 
the  army  on  the  Weft  Chefter  fid$» 
took  a  parallel  pofition,  his   left 
reaching  to  the  North  River,   ne|r^ 
Weppernairi,    and   his  right  ex-^ 
tending  tp  the  Brunx* 

it  would  hot  be  eafy  to  con- 
ceive any  fituation  more  favourable) 
for  the  .carrying,  on  of  military 
operations-  with  advantage,." .  The 
two  divifiohs  being  only Teparated 
by  the  North  River,  could,  by  the 
means  of  their  flat  boats,    unite 


inent,  and  not  to  any  purpofes  of    their  whole  force  on  either  -fide 
defence,  agai rift  whatever  might    of  it  within  twenty-four  hours ) 


deferve  the  name  of  enemy,  this 
fervice  was  accordingly  performed 
without  difficulty.      A    capitula- 
tion was  granted,  in  confequence 
of  which  the  G&verhor,  with  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  garrifon,  a- 
monnting  in  the  whole  to  about 
ft,ooo,  were  tranfmitted  to  France ; 
all  the  accommodations  of  habita- 
tion, trade,  and  limery  were  de- 
ilroyed ;    and  the  iflands  thrown 
back  into  their  original  date* 
.  Upon  the  return  of  the  troops, 
from  the  Bedford  expedition,  and 
with  the   contributions  raffed   at 
Martha^s  Vineyard,  Gen.  Sir  Hen- 
ry Clinton  determined  upon  ano- 
ther to  Egg  Harbour,  on  the  Jer- 
fey  coaft,  where  the  enemy  had  a 
camber  of  privateeers  and  prizes, 
and  what  was  {fill  more  interefting, 
lobe  very  considerable  fait  works. 


whilft,    by  the  command  of  the 
Channel,  which  their -marine  af- 
forded   all    the   way    up   to  the 
Highlands,   Wafhington's   forces* 
which  were  likewife  fepafated  iii 
the  fame  manner,  but. much  more 
di fperfed,  coulcf  not  have  been  af- 
fembled  in    left    than   ten   days* 
And  even  then,  if  he  Aould  quit 
his  ftrong  ground"  in   the  High* 
lands,  in  order  to  pafs  over  tbthe 
relief  of  the  Jerfeys,  He  rnuft  have 
fubje&ed  himfejf  to  hazard,  the 
confequences  of  a  general  action* 
in  a  country,  which  from  its  na- 
ture >  would  have  been  very  unfa- 
vourable to  him  in  fuck  an  event. 
ty  this  means,  the,  provinces  p£ 
New  York  and  the  jferfeys  were  in 
a  great  nieafure  laid  open  to  the 
aYhiy ;  the  neceffary  fupplies  of  fo-t 
rage  and  provisions  wer.e.pTentifull^ 


To  draw  away  their  attention  from    obtained ;  and  an  opportunity. wast 
thcobjefts  of  this  expedition,  and"   afforded  to  ttie  welj  affefreaoF 

Ml* 
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coming  in  for  protedion  or  fervice.  nity  for  their  efcape,  before  theco* 
Such  was  one,  amenjg  the  number-  lumn  could  come  up.    But  the  Ma- 
lefs  advantages,  which  our  naval  jor  General  conducted  his  divifion, 
command  of  the  feas  and  rivers  af-  with  fo  profound  a  filence,  and 
forded  in  the  courfe  of  this  war.  fuch  excellency  of  order,  that  they 
Baylor's  regiment  of  light  horfe,  not  only  cut  off  a  ferjeant's  pa- 
which  had  been   lately  railed  in  trole  of  twelve  men,  without  any 
Virginia,  and  was  generally  called  noife,  but  completely  furrounded 
Mrs.  Wafhington's  regiment,  be-  the  village  of  Old  Taapan  without 
came- a  victim  upon  this  occafibn,  any  difcovery,  and  furprized  Bay- 
to  the  defign  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  lor's  horfe,  afleep  and  naked,  in 
with  the  immediate  addrefs,  and  the  barns  where  they  lay.     A  fe- 
prompt  execution,  of  Major  General  vere  execution  took  place,  and  the 
Grey.   This  regiment  having  been  regiment  was  entirely  ruined, 
detached    with    fome    militia    to  Capt.  Fergufon  of  the  70th  re- 
watch  and  interrupt  the  foragers,  giment,  with  about  300  land  forces, 
their  vicinity  to  the  North  River,  were  detached  on  the  expedition  tp 
in  the  vilfages  of  Old  and  New  Little  Egg  Harbour,  on  the  Jerfey 
Taapan,    where   they  lay,    with  coafl,  under  the  convoy  of  Capt* 
other  circumflances  of  utuation,  Colins  of   the  Zebra,    with  two 
and  perhaps  more  than  any,  their  other  frigates,  befides  fome  light 
unfold ierly  fecurity,  and  carelefT-  armed  veflels  and  gallies,  which, 
nefs  with   refoeft  to  guards  and  from   their  capacity  of   running 
pofts,  induced  Lord  Cornwallis  to  into  (hallow  water,  were  particu- 
form  a  plan  for  their  furprize  in  larly  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the 
the  night.     In  purfuit  of  this  de-  intended  fervice. 
fign,  whilft  Gen.  Grey,  with  the  The  convoy  arrived  at  the  place 
light   infantry,    and    fome  other  of  its  defti nation  about  the  begin - 
*»     t      th    tr00P3»    advanced   by  ning  of  October ;  but  as  the  wind 
p    2?    '   night  on  the  left,  to  and  other  circumflances  retarded 
furprize  the  enemy  on  that  fide,  a  the  paftage  of  the  (hips  over  a  bar 
detachment  was  made  from  Knyp-  which  lay  in  their  way,  and  that 
fcaufen's  corps,  on  the  right,  con-  every  thing  in  fuch  an  enterprize 
lifting  of  the  7 iSt  regiment  under  depended    upon    expedition,    the 
Col.  Campbell,  and  an  American  troops  were  crowded,  as  circum- 
Kght  corps,    called  the   Queen's  fiances  would  admit,  into  the  gal- 
Ran  eers,    who  having  paflei  the  lies  and  fmall  craft,  which  were 
North  River,  intended  to  have  en-  lightened,    by  taking  out  every 
elofed  them  fo  effectually,  that  be-  thing  that  was  not  effentially  ne« 
frig  placed  between  two  fires,   few  cefTary  to  the  immediate  fervice. 
©r  none  of  them  could  efcape.  It  feems,  that  the  enemy  having- 
.    Some  deferters  from  the  column  received  fome  intelligence  of  the 
*n  the  right,  prevented  the  com-  defign  agaihfl  them,  had  fuddenly 
pletion    of  the    fcheme.     Thefe'   fent  out  to  fea,  fuch  of  their  pri- 
having  at  the  mofl  critical  moment,  vateers  as  were  in  any  degree  of 
rouzed   the    militia    who  lay  in    readinefs,    in    order    thereby    to 
.-  New  Taapan,  from  their  trance  of    evade  the  impending  danger.  The 
ftcurjty,  afforded  a  clear  opportu-    larger  of  their  remaining  veflels, 
I  con- 
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confuting  moftly  of  prizes,  were, 
for  their  greater  fecurity,  hauled 
op  the  river  Mullicus  as  far  as  they 
could  go,  to  a  place  called  Chefnut 
Neck,  which  lay  about  20  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
Their  fmaller  privateers,  and  craft 
of  different  forts,  were  carried  (till 
farther  up  into -the  country. 

Thedetachment,  with  the  lighter 
armed  veflels,  proceeded,  through 
a  moft  difficult  paflage,  to  Chefnut 
Neck ;  being  obliged  to  work  their 
way  at  random  through  nnmberlefs 
fhoals,  without  the  aid  of  a  pilot, 
or  any  knowledge  of  the  channels. 
Having  fuccefsfully  overcome  thefe 
difficulties,  they  di (covered  on  their 
arrival,  an  appearance  of  refinance 
which  they  could  fcarcely  have  ex- 
peeled  $  one  battery  ihewing  itfelf 
clofe  to  the  water  fide,  and  another, 
with  a  bread  work  manned,  to  co- 
ver it  on  an  adjoining  eminence. 
But  upon  a  nearer  approach  it  was 
difcovered,  that  thefe  works  were 
totally  deftitute  of  artillery ;  and 
the  troops  being  landed  under  a 
well  directed  cannonade  from  the 
gal  lies  and  gun  boats,  the  neigh* 
oouring  militia,  who  had  under- 
taken their  defence  with  fmall 
arms,  foon  found  the  tafk  beyond 
their  ability,  and  were,  with  little 
difficulty,  and  without  any  lofs, 
obliged  to  abandon  them  and  dif- 
perfe. 

The  detachment  found  ten  vef~ 
fels  at  this  place  5  which  were  of  a 
con fider able  fize,  and  moftly  Britifh 
prizes.  Although  thefe  were  in 
general  valuable,  yet  the  difficulty 
of  the  navigation,  and  the  danger 
of  delay,  rendered  the  carrying 
them  off  impracticable  ;  they  were 
accordingly  fired  and  deftroyed. 
And  as  the  trade  of  New  York 
had  fuffered  greatly  from  their  de- 
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predations,  the  commanders  deter- 
mined to'  root  out  this  neft  of  pri- 
vateers as  effectually  as  poffible. 
Under  this  determination,  they  de- 
ftroyed the  fettlements,  ftorehoufes 
and  works  of  every  (ort. 

The  good  will  of  the  officers  and 
troops  would  have  led  them  to 
complete  the  bufinefs,  by  proceed-* 
ing  up  the  river,  and  deftroyinjj 
the  remainder  of  the  enemy's  (hip- 
ping, in  their  laft  retreat,  at  the 
Forks,  if  the  difficulties  had  not 
appeared  toodifcouraging,  and  the 
danger  too  imminent  to  be  pru- 
dently encountered.  The  delays 
which  they  met  with  in  their  re- 
turn, owing  to  the  ftranding  of 
fome  of  the  veflels,  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  the  troops  of  making 
fome  fuccefsful  excuruons  into  the 
neighbouring  country.  In  thefe 
they  deftroyed  fome  confiderable 
fait  works,  as  well  as  the  houfes 
and  fettlements  of  feveral  perfons, 
who  had  either  been  conspicuous 
by  their  activity  in  the  rebellion, 
charged  with  opprefiion  and  cruelty 
to  the  well  affected,  or  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  fitting  out 
of  privateers ;  a  fpecies  of  fervice, 
however,  more  calculated  to  gra- 
tify refentments  on  one  fide,  and 
to  excite  them  on  the  other,  than 
to  produce  any  effential  end  with 
regard  to  the  iifue  of  the  war. 

When  the  troops  had  rejoined 
the  fquadron,  a  delay  occafioned 
by  contrary  winds  in  Egg  Har- 
bour, afforded  an  opportunity  to 
enterprizing  officers  for  the  per- 
formance 0?  new  fervice,  and  that 
of  a  more  active  and  fpirited  na- 
ture, than  what  they  had  already 
executed.  A  French  captain,  with 
fome  private  men,  who  had  de- 
ferted  from  Pulafki's  legion,  gay? 
fuch  an  account  of  the  carelefs 
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manner  in  which ,  tbr^e^troops  qf 
liorfe,  and  as  many  ^companies  of 
infantry,  aft  belonging,  to  that 
corps,  were  cantoned,  at  only  a 
few  miles  .diftahc£t  ihat  the  com- 
manding officer*  by.fta  and  land, 
judged  it  a  fufijcient  ground  for 
undertaking  an  expedition  to  fur- 
prize  and  beat  up  their  quarters. 
The  advantage  of  conveying  the 
troops  by  water  to  within  a  fmall 
diftance  of  their  defoliation,  to- 
ether  with  the  information  given 
y  the  deferters  of  an  unguarded 
bridge,  which  lay  a  little  on  their 
fide  of  the  fce.ne  of  aftion,  the 
ppfTeflion  of  which  would  ferve  in 
cafe  of  neceffity,  efieaually  to  co- 
ver the  retreat  back  to  their  vef- 
fels,  added  much  to  the  apparent 
eligibility  of  the  defigm 
,  The  deferters  fpoke  truth  in  this 
inftance,  and  the  fuccefs,  was  ac- 
cordingly anfwerable  to  the  ex- 
pectation, 250  men  were  em- 
barked, who  after  rowing  ten 
miles,  were  landed  long  before 
day- light,  within  a  mile  of  the 
fridge  and  defile  we  have  men- 
tioned 1  thefe  being  feized  without 
difcovery,  and  a  proper  guard  left 
to  fecure  the  pofleffion,  the  reft  of 
the  detachment  pufhed  forward, 
and  fo  completely  furprized  Pu- 
jfafki's  light  infantry  in  the  houfes 
where  they  lay,  as  nearly  to  cut; 
them  to  pieces  without  refinance. 
The  vi&ors  numbered  above  fitly* 
dead  bodies,  Several  officers,  and 
among  them,  the  Baron  de  Bofe, 
a  lieutenan  c  colonel,wkh  a  captain, 
?nd  an  adjutant,  periihed  in  this 
Slaughter.  Capt.  Fergufon  ob- 
ferves  in  his  report,  tha;  it  being, 
a  night  attack,  little  quarter 
could  be  given,  fo  that  only  five 
prjfoners  were  taken.  -Though 
jpine  ajftmpt  was  fl^de  by  P^ 


laflri's  horfe,  and  the  remain*  of  his 
infantry,  td  harrafs  the  detacb- 
men£  on  their  retreat,  the  good 
countenance  which  they  kept,  and 
the  ppjfefliqn  of  the  bridge,  ren- 
dered it  totally  inefTe&uaL 

Civil  wars  are  unhappily  diftin- 
gu.iibed  from  ajl  others,  by  a  de- 
gree of  rancour  in  their  profecu- 
tion,  which  doe,$  npt  exift  in  the 
hofUUt(es  of  diftinift  nations,  and 
abfolute  gangers.  Tbey  are  of 
courfe  fruitful  in  ci  re  iim  fiances 
grievous  to  humanity.  {•  fuch 
cafes,  the  moft  trifling  occafions, 
the  moft  vague  and  abfurd  ru- 
mours, will  irritate  the  multitude 
in  all  armies,  to  a£b  of  great  ri- 
gour and  cruelty.  An  account 
given  by  the  deferters,  that  Pu- 
lafki  had  lifted  public  orders,  for- 
bidding his  corps  to  grant  any 
quarter  tq  the.  Pritjfh,  troops,  aft- 
forded  a  new.  edge  tq  the  fury  of 
the  foldiers,  and  Ihut  up  tbeir  bo? 
foms  again  ft  every  feeling  of  pity 
pr  remorfe.  This  tale,  totally  unT 
fupported,  as  it  ihould  feem,  by 
any  former,  concurrent,  or  fubfe- 
quent  cjreumftance,  might  well  be 
attributed  to  the  malice  of  the  de? 
ferters  j  and  perhaps  on  all  fuch 
pecafions,  it  were  better  npt  tq 
credit  too  haftily,  thpfq  reports 
\yhich  urge  to  ac\s  of  unuft\al  fe- 
verity,  by  charging  a  Ufee  in  ten> 
tion  to  the  enemy. 

Tbis  and  the  former  expedition 
afforded  an  opportunity  for  a  re- 
newal of  thofe  complaints,  which 
the  American^  had  fo  loudly  and 
repeatedly  raa^de,  qf  the  inhuma- 
nities and  cruel cies  exercifed  by 
fome  corps  of  the  Britifh  troop?, 
as  well  as  by  their  auxiliaries.  A 
number  of  real  or  fuppoied  fafts, 
were  now  particularly  fup plied  by 
&S  fwrpri^e  of  Baylor's  regiment, 

which 
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which  was  reprcfented  as  a  cold-    doubt  feems  then  to  have  been 
blood  mafiacreof  naked  men,  fur-    entertained  of  their  recovery, 
prized  in  their  tfeep ;  and  who,      s  Although  fome  tribes  of  the  In* 
from  a  reliance  on  the  laws  of  war    dians,  particularly  of  thofe  com- 
and  cuftoms  of  nations,  being  in    monly  called  the  Six  Nations,  had 
full  expe&atibn  of  quarter  when    fent  congratulations  to    General 
they  made  no   refinance,    would    Gates  on  his  fuccefs  at  Saratoga, 
not  lefien  or- hazard  that  fecurity,    and  feemed  to  enjoy  great  fatia- 
by  even  an  attempt  to  lay  hold  of   faction  in  that  event,    and  that 
their  arms,  or  the  fmalleil  motion    others  took  different  opportunities 
of  defence.     The  depofitions  of    of  expreffing    fimilar  fentiments, 
feveral  of  the  foldiers   who  had    yet  the  prefents  which  they  con- 
been  left  as  dead,   or  who  had    tinually  received  from   England, 
otherwife  unaccountably  efcaped,    the  induftry  of  the  Britifh  agents, 
were  taken   upon  oath,  authentic    and  the  influence  of  the    great 
cated  in   the  ufual    forms,    and    number    of   American    refugees 
publUhed  by  authority.     Some  of   which  had  taken  ihelter  amongft 
the  witneffes  who  appeared  upon    them,  all  operating  in  conjunction 
this  occafion,  afforded  fuch  extra-    upon  their  own  native  and  uncon- 
ordinary  in  fiances    of  the   ten  a-    querable  paffion  for  rapine,  foon 
cionfnefs  of   human    nature,    in    led    them  to    contradict  in   acl, 
fome  particular  cafes  and  circum-    their  fentiments  or  profeflions  upon 
fiances,  with  refpecl  to  life,  that    that  occafion.     The  fuccefs  which 
a  recital  of  the  fads  as  they  are    attended  the  fmall  expeditions  un- 
dated, may  poffibly  be  confidered    der taken  by  individuals  of  differ  . 
by  (bine  as  a  matter  of  phyfical    rent  tribes,  under  the  guidance  of 
curiofity.      Of    about    a    dozen    the  refugees,  who  knew  where  to 
wounded  foldiers  who  appeared  to    lead  them  directly  to  feoil,  and  - 
give   their  evidence,     three    had    how    to  bring  them  off  without 
received,  in  a  regular  gradation,    danger,  foon  fpread  the  contagion 
from  nine  to  eleven  ftabs  each,  of   of  havock  through  the  adjoining 
bayonets,  in  the  bread  and  trunk    nations,  fo  that,  in  a  little  time, 
of  the  body,  befides  feveral  wounds    deftruclion    raged  very  generally 
in  other  parts.     Two  others  had    through  the  new  fettlements,  on, 
received,  the  one  hve9   and  the    the  back  of  the  northern  and  mid* 
other  fix,  ftabs  in  the  body.     It    die  Colonies, 
will  undoubtedly  excite  the  ad  mi-        Colonel    Butler,   whofe    nam* 
ration   of  whoever  considers    the    we  have  feen,  as  an  Indian  agent 
nature  of  the   weapon,    and  the    and  commander,  in  the  wars  on 
force   which   it   derives,    as  well    the  fide  of  Canada,  and  who  had 
from  the  weight  of  the  mufket  to    great  influence  with  fome  of  the 
which   it  is   fixed,    as   from    the    northern  nations   of  that  people, 
manner  in  which  it  is  ufed,  and    together  with  one  Brandt,  an  half 
the  ftrength  of  the  operator,  that    Indian  by  blood,  a   man  of  de- 
thefe  men  were  not  only  able  to    fperate  courage,  but,  as  it  is  faid 
give  their  teftimony  at  a  confide-    by  the  Americans,  ferocious  and 
tabic  diitance  of  time,  but  t)iat  no    cruel  beyond  example,   were  the 
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in  confluence  of  what  is  tinder- 
Aood  by  a  previous  leave  of  ab- 
fence,  he  resigned  the  command 
of  the  fleet  into  the  hands  of  Ad- 
sniral  Qambicr,  and  returned  to 
England. 

.   Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  had  em- 
barked with  4,000  men  for  the  re* 
lief  of  Rhode  Ifland,    had  two 
other  material  objects  in  view,  ia 
one  or  both  of  which  he  might  pro- 
bably lUve  fuccceded,  if  he  had 
not   been   detained    by    contrary 
winds   a    few  hoars   beyond    his 
time,  or  that  Sullivan  had  not  been 
attentive  to  the  danger  to  which  he 
was  expofed,  when  be  found  him- 
felf  finally    abandoned    by    the 
French  fleet ,  and  in  confequence 
itfprted  by  the  New  England  vo- 
lunteers, who  compofed  the  better 
part  of  his  force.     One  of  thefe 
was  to  cat  off  Sullivan's  retreat  to 
the    continent;    and    the   other, 
which   might    have    been    either 
adopted  as  principal,  or  purfued 
a?  a  fetondary  object,  was  to  at- 
tack the  Americans  in  their  head 
quarters  and   principal   place  of 
anas  at  Providence  5  the  deduc- 
tion, or  effectual  difmantling  of 
which,    would  have  removed  an 
eye- fore,  and  conftant  fource  of  ap- 
prehension, at  leait,  from  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Rhode  Ifland. 

Sullivan's  timely  retreat  having 
fruftrated  thefe  dengns,  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  on  his  return  to  New 
York,  difpatched  Major  General 
Grey,  with  the  fleet  of  tranfports 
and  troops,  under  the  convoy  of 
Captain  Fanihawe,  of  the  Ca- 
jysfort  frigate,  upon  an  expedi- 
tion to  the  eaihvard.  The  firft 
object  of  this  expedition  was  to 
exterminate  fame  neib  of  fmall 
privateers,  which  abounded  in  the 
rivers  and  creeks  adjoining  to  Baa*. 
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zards  Bay,  in  that  Part  of  N 
England  called  the  Plymouth 
lony;  which  from  their  vicinity 
to  Rhode  Ifland  and  the  Sound, 
greatly  infefted  the  trade  of  New 
York,  as  well  as  the  adjacent 
coafts  of  Long  Ifland;  whilft  the 
nearnefs  of  their  retreats,  with  the 
fmallnefs  of  their  veflels,  and  the 
fhallownefs  of  their  creeks,  fee u red 
them  in  a  great  meafure  from  all 
purfuit. 

This  fervice  was  performed  with 
great  effect  by  the  detachment  un- 
der the  command  of  the  Major  Ge- 
neral. Between  &x  in  0^  - 
the  evening,  when  the  ****'  Sthm 
troops  were  landed,  and  twelve, 
on  the  following  day,  the  work  wis 
completely  done  ?  deftroying  in 
their  courfe  about  feventy  fail  of 
/flipping,  befldes  a  great  number 
of  fmall  craft.  The  detachment 
likewife  burnt  or  deflroycd  in  the 
fame  manner,  the  magazines, 
wharfs,  ft  ores,  warehonfes,  rope 
walks,  and  vefTeb  on  the  flocks, 
both  on  the  Bedford  and  Fair  Ha- 
ven fides  of  the  Acufhjnet  river. 

The  tranfports  and  troops  pro- 
ceeded from  Fair  Haven  to  the 
ifland  called  Martha's  Vineyard  ; 
the  inhabitants  of  which,  like 
thofe  of  Nantucket,  were  once  ce-  . 
lebrated  for  their  enter  prize,  flcill, 
and  great  fuccefs  in  the  fifheries. 
This  ifland,  being,  however,  the 
reverfe  of  Nantucket  in  point  of 
fertility,  afforded  a  considerable 
and  raoft  defirable  contribution, 
confifting  of  10,000  fheep,  and 
300  oxen,  for  the  public  fervice  at 
-New  York. 

In  the  mean  time,  Admiral  Mon* 
tague,  who  commanded  on  the 
Newfoundland  ft  at  ion,  no  (boner 
received  intelligence  thatD'Eftaing 
had  commenced  hoftilitie*  on  the 
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Retrofpeclive  view  of  American  affairs  in  the  year  1778.  Expedition  td 
Bedford,  fair  Haven ;  and  to  Martha9  s  Vineyard.  Admiral  Montague 
difpojfeffes  the  French  of  the  iftands  of  St.  Pierre  >  and  Miquelon.  Lord 
Corntwallis,  and  Gen,  Knyphaufen,  advance  into  the  enemy* s  country >  oH 
hot h  fides  of  the  North  River.  Surprize  of  Baylor*  slight  horfe.  Succefs 
of  the  expedition  to  Egg  Harbour.  Surprize  of  PulaJkVs  legion.  Cruel 
depredations  by  Butler,  Brandt ,  and  the  favages,  on  the  back  frontiers* 
Deftrudion  of  the  nevj  fettlement  at  Wyoming,  attended  with  circumftancet 
of  fingular  cruelty  and  barbarity.  Col.  Clarke* s  expedition  from  Vir- 
ginia, for  the  reduction  of  the  Canadian  tovjns  and  fet  dements  in  thi 
Illinois  country.  Conferences  of  Clarke's  fuceefs.  Expedition  from  Scho- 
harie to  the  Upper  Sufquehanna.  Defiruition  of  the  Unadilla  and  Ana- 
quago  fettlements. 


WE  have  feen  in  our  laft  vo- 
lume, that  the  effe&ual 
protection  which  the 
French  fquadron  received  from 
their  new  allies,  at  Bo  Hon,   had 

Sent  8th    cnt*rety  fruftrated  Lord 

J  '  o    '  Howe's   defjgn   of  at- 

''   "      tacking    D'Eftairig    in 

that  road  or  harbour.  Upon  this 
Vot.  XXII. 


failure  of  hope  with  refpeft  to  his 
primary  object,  the  noble  Admiral, 
immediately  returned  to  the  fuc- 
cour  of  Rhode  til  and,  which,  we 
have  alfo  feen,  had  been  inverted, 
and  vigoroufly  attacked,  by  Ge- 
neral Sullivan.  And  finding  that 
ifland  already  freed  from  danger, 
he  proceeded  to  New  York,  where, 
[A]  in 
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coming  im  for  protection  or  service,  nky  few  their  efcapc,  before  tkeco* 
Such  was  one,  asMnjg  the  number-  lomn  could  come  up.    But  the  Ma- 
lefs  advantages,  which  our  naval  jor  General  coadu&ed  his  divifion, 
command  of  the  fens  and  rivers  af-  with  fo  profound  a  filence,  and 
forded  in  the  courfe  of  this  war.  fuch  excellency  of  order,  that  they 
Baylor's  regiment  of  light  horfe,  not  only  cut  off  a  ferjeant's  pa- 
whicrf  had  been   lately  railed  in  trole  of  twelve  men,  without  any 
Virginia,  and  was  generally  called  noife,  but  completely  furrounded 
Mrs.  Wafhington's  regiment,  be-  the  village  of  Old  Taapan  without 
came4  a  victim  upon  this  occafion,  any  difcovery,  and  furprized  Bay- 
to  the  defign  of  Lord  Comwallis,  lor's  horfe,  afleep  and  naked,  in 
with  the  immediate  addrefs,  and  the  barns  where  they  lay.     A  fe- 
prompt  execution,  of  Major  General  vere  execution  took  place,  and  the 
Grty.    This  regiment  having  been  regiment  was  entirely  ruined, 
detached    with    fome    militia    to        Capt.  Fergufon  of  the  70th  re- 
watch  and  interrupt  the  foragers,  giment,  with  about  300  land  forces, 
their  vicinity  to  the  North  River,  were  detached  on  the  expedition  to 
in  the  villages  of  Old  and  New  Little  Egg  Harbour,  on  the  Jerfey 
Taapan,    where   they  lay,    with  coaft,  under  the  convoy  of  Capu 
other  circumflances  of  fituation,  Colins  of   the  Zebra,    with  two 
and  perhaps  more  than  any,  their  other  frigates,  befides  fome  light 
unfold  ierly  fecurity,  and  carelefT-  armed  vefTels  and  gal  lies,  which, 
nefs  with   refoelt  to  guards  and  from   their  capacity  of   running 
pods,  induced  Lord  Cornwallis  to  into  (hallow  water,  were  panic u- 
form  a  plan  for  their  furprize  in  larJy  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the 
the  night.     In  purfuit  of  this  de-  intended  iervice. 
fign',  whilft  Gen.  Grey,  with  the        The  convoy  arrived  at  the  place 
light   infantry,    and    fome   other  of  its  defti  nation  about  the  begin- 
£     t      th    tr00Ps>    advanced   by  ning  of  October ;  but  as  the  wind 
ept.  z?l  .   night  on  the  left,  to  and  other  circumflances  retarded 
furprize  the  enemy  on  that  fide,  a  the  paflage  of  the  (hips  over  a  bar 
detachment  was  made  from  Knyp-  which  lay  in  their  way,  and  that 
haofen's  corps,  on  the  right,  con-  every  thing  in  fuch  an  enterprize 
lifting  of  the  71ft  regiment  under  depended    upon    expedition,    the 
Col.  Campbell,  and  an  American  troops  were  crowded,  as  circum- 
Hght  corps,    called  the   Queen's  fiances  would  admit,  into  the  gal- 
Rangers,    who  having  pafled  the  lies  and  fmall  craft,  which  were 
North  River,  intended  to  have  en-  lightened,    by  taking  out  every 
dofed  them  fo  effect u ally,  that  be-  thing  that  was  not  eflentially  ne* 
ittg  placed  between  two  fires,   few  cefTary   to  the  immediate  fervice. 
Or  none  of'  them  could  efcape.  It  feems,  that  the  enemy  having* 
,    Some  deferters  from  the  column  received  fome  intelligence  of  the 
*n  the  right,  prevented  the  com-  defign  agaihfl  them,  had  fuddenly 
pletion    of  the    fcheme.     Thefe'  fent  out  to  fea,  fuch  of  their  pa- 
rt a  vin  gat  them  oft  critical  moment,  vateers  as  were  in  any  degree  of 
rouzed   the    militia    who  lay  in  readinefs,    in    order    thereby    to 
;  New  Taapan,  from  their  trance  of  evade  the  impending  danger.  The 
ftcurJty,  afforded  a  clear  opportu-  larger  of  their  remaining  vefTels, 
I  con- 
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confuting  moftly  of  prizes,  were, 
for  their  greater  fecurity,  hauled 
op  the  river  Mullicus  as  far  as  they 
could  go,  to  a  place  called  Chefnut 
Neck,  which  lay  about  20  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
Their  fmaller  privateers,  and  craft 
of  different  forts,  were  carried  (till 
farther  up  into 'the  country. 

The  detachmen  t,  with  the  ligh  ter 
armed  veffels,  proceeded,  through 
a  moft  difficult  paffage,  to  Chefnut 
Neck ;  being  obliged  to  work  their 
way  at  random  through  nnmberlefs 
fhoals,  without  the  aid  of  a  pilot, 
or  any  knowledge  of  the  channels. 
Having  fuccefs fully  overcome  thefe 
difficulties,  they  discovered  on  their 
arrival,  an  appearance  of  refiftance 
which  they  could  fcarcely  have  ex- 
peeled  $  one  battery  ihewing  itfelf 
clofe  to  the  water  fide,  and  another, 
with  a  bread  work  manned,  to  co- 
ver it  on  an  adjoining  eminence. 
But  upon  a  nearer  approach  it  was 
difcovered,  that  thefe  works  were 
totally  deftitute  of  artillery ;  and 
the  troops  being  landed  under  a 
well  directed  cannonade  from  the 
gal  lies  and  gun  boats,  the  neigh- 
bouring militia,  who  had  under- 
taken their  defence  with  fmall 
arms,  foon  found  the  tafk  beyond 
their  ability,  and  were,  with  little 
difficulty,  and  without  any  lofs, 
obliged  to  abandon  them  and  dif- 
perfe. 

The  detachment  found  ten  vef~ 
fels  at  this  place  5  which  were  of  a 
con fider able  fize,  and  moftly  Britifti 
prizes.  Although  thefe  were  in 
general  valuable,  yet  the  difficulty 
of  the  navigation,  and  the  danger 
of  delay,  rendered  the  carrying 
them  off  impracticable  ;  they  were 
accordingly  fired  and  deftroyed. 
And  as  the  trade  of  New  York 
had  fuffered  greatly  from  their  de- 
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predations,  the  commanders  deter- 
mined to*  root  out  this  neft  of  pri- 
vateers as  effectually  as  pothole. 
Under  this  determination,  they  de- 
ftroyed the  fettlements,  ftorehoufes 
and  works  of*  every  fort. 

The  good  will  of  the  officers  and 
troops  would  have  led  them  to 
complete  the  bufinefs,  by  proceeds 
ing  up  the  river,  and  deftroyinjj 
the  remainder  of  the  enemy's  (hip- 
ping, in  their  laft  retreat,  at  the 
Forks,  if  the  difficulties  had  not 
appeared  toodifcouraging,  and  the 
danger  too  imminent  to  be  pru- 
dently encountered.  The  delays 
which  they  met  with  in  their  re- 
turn, owing  to  the  ftranding  of 
fome  of  the  veffels,  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  the  troops  of  making 
fome  fuccefsful  excurfions  into  the 
neighbouring  country.  In  thefe 
they  deftroyed  fome  confiderable 
fait  works,  as  well,  as  the  houfes 
and  fettlements  of  feveral  perfons, 
who  had  either  been  conspicuous 
by  their  activity  in  the  rebellion, 
charged  with  oppreffion  and  cruelty 
to  the  well  affected,  or.  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  fitting  out 
of  privateers ;  a  fpecies  of  fervice, 
however,  more  calculated  to  gra- 
tify refentments  on  one  fide,  and 
to  excite  them  on  the  other,  than 
to  produce  any  effential  end  with 
regard  to  the  iifue  of  the  war. 

When  the  troops  had  rejoined 
the  fquadron,  a  delay  occafioned 
by  contrary  winds  in  Egg  Har- 
bour, afforded  an  opportunity  to 
enterprizing  officers  for  the  per- 
formance 0?  new  fervice,  and  that 
of  a  more  active  and  fpirited  na- 
ture, than  what  they  had  already 
executed.  A  French  captain,  with 
fome  private  men,  who  had  de- 
ferred from  Pulafki's  legion,  gay? 
fuch  an  account  of  the  carelefs 

[J]  j  manner 


6]       ANNUAL   REGISTER,    1779. 


manner  to  which .  three,  troops  of 
horfe,  and  as  many  companies  of 
infantry,  all  belonging  to  that 
corps,  were  cantoned,  zp  only  a 
few  miles  diftancc,  ihat  the  com- 
manding officer?  bv  fca  and  land, 
judged  it  a  fufficient  ground  for 
under  taking  an  expedition  to  fur- 
mrjze  and  beat  up  their  quarters. 
The  advantage  of  conveying  the 
troops  by  water  to  within  a  fmall 
difrinee  of  their  deputation,   to- 

tether  with  the  information  given 
y  the  deferters  of  an  unguarded 
bridge,  which  lay  a  little  on  their 
fide  of  the  fcene  of  action,  the 
pofTef&on  of  which  would  ferve  in 
cafe  of  neceffity,  effe&ually  to  co- 
ver the  retreat  back  to  their  vef- 
fels,  added  much  to  the  apparent 
eligibility  of  the  defign. 
.  The  deferters  fpoke  truth  in  this 
inftance,  and  the  foccefc  was  ac- 
cordingly anfwerable  to  the  ex- 
r eclat  ion.  250  men  were  cra- 
arked,  who  after  rowing  ten 
miles,  were  landed  long  Before 
day- light,  within  a  mile  of  the 
fmdge  and  defile  we  have  men- 
tioned ;  thefe  being  feized  without 
difcovery,  and  a  proper  guard  left 
to  fecure  the  poiTeffion,  the  reft  of 
the  detachment  pofhed  forward, 
and  fo  completely  furprized  Pu- 
Jaiki's  light  infantry  in  the  hou  fes 
where  they  lay,  as  nearly  to  cut 
them  to  pieces  without  refinance. 
The  victors  numbered  above  fifty, 
dead  bodies.  Several  officers,  and 
among  them,  the  Baron  de  fiofe, 
a  lien  ten  an  t  colonel, with  a  captain, 
and  an  adjutant,  periibed  in  this 
(laughter.  Qapt.  Fergufon  ob- 
serves in  his  report,  that  it  being 
a  night  attack,  little  auarter 
could  be  given,  fo  that  only  five 
prifoners  were  taken.  -Though 
feme  attempt  wa«  wide  ty  for 


lafki's  horfe,  and  the  remain*  of  his 
infantry,  to  harrafs  the  detach* 
ment  on  their  retreat,  the  good 
countenance  which  they  kept,  and 
the  posTefpon  of  the  bridge,  ren- 
dered it  totally  ineffectual. 

Civil  wars  are  unhappily  diffcin- 
guifhed  from  all  others,  by  a  de- 
gree of  rancour  in  their  proieco- 
tion,  whfch  does  not  exit  in  the 
hoitilities  of  diftinft  nations,  and 
abfolute  ftrangers.  They  are  of 
courfe  fruitful  in  circqmftancet 
grievous  to  humanity.  In  foch 
cafes,  the  moft  trifling  occafions, 
the  moft  vague  and  abfnrd  ru- 
mours, will  irritate  the  multitude 
in  all  armies,  to  ads  of  great  ri- 
gour and  cruelty.  An  account 
given  by  the  deferters,  that  Pu- 
lafki  had  iflued  public  orders,  for- 
bidding his  corps  to  grant  any 
quarter  to  the  Britiflj  troops,  af- 
forded a  new  edge  to  the  fury  of 
the  foldiers,  and  fhut  up  their  bo? 
ibms  againft  every  feeling  of  pity 
or  remorfe.  This  tale,  totally  on* 
fupported,  as  it  mould  fecm,  by 
any  former,  concurrent,  or  fubfe- 
quent  circumftance,  might  well  be 
attributed  to  the  malice  of  the  de? 
ferters  $  and  perhaps  on  all  fuch, 
occafions,  it  were  better  not  tq 
credit  too  haftily,  thofe  reports, 
which  urge  to  ac\s  of  unufu,al  fe- 
verity,  by  charging  a  like  inten- 
tion to  the  enemy. 

This  and  the  former  expedition 
afforded  an  opportunity  for  a  re- 
newal of  thofe  complaints,  which 
tke  Americans  had  fq  loudly  and 
repeatedly  made,  of  the  inhuma- 
nities and  cruelties  exercifed  by 
fbme  corps  of  the  Pritifh  troops, 
as  well  as  by  their  auxiliaries.  A 
number  of  real  or  fuppofed  fafts, 
were  now  particularly  fup plied  by 
Uiq  ftrprizc  of  Baylor's  jegime&t, 

which 
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which  was  represented  as  a  cold-    doubt  feems  then  to  have  been 
b/ood  maflacre  of  naked  men,  fur-    entertained  of  their  recovery, 
prized  in  their  tfeep ;  and  who,      s  Although  fome  tribes  of  the  In- 
from  a  reliance  on  the  laws  of  war    dians,  particularly  of  thofe  com- 
and  cuftoms  of  nations,  being  in    monly  called  the  Six  Nations,  had 
full  cxpe&ation  of  quarter  when    fent  congratulations  to    General 
they  made  no   refinance,    would    Gates  on  his  fuccefs  at  Saratoga, 
not  Jeflen  or  hazard  that  fecurity,    and  feemed  to  enjoy  great  fatis- 
by  even  an  attempt  to  lay  hold  of   faction  in  that  event,    and  that 
their  arms,  or  the  fmalleft  motion    others  took  different  opportunities 
of  defence.     The  depofitions  of   of  exprefling    fimilar  fen  time  nts, 
feveral  of  the  foldiers  who  had    yet  the  prefents  which  they  con* 
been  left  as  dead,   or  who  had    tinually  received  from  England, 
otherwife  unaccountably  efcaped,    the  induftry  of  the  Britifh  agents, 
were  taken   upon  oath,  authentic    and  the  influence  of  the    great 
cated  in   the  ufual    forms,    and    number    of   American    refugees 
published  by  authority.     Some  of   which  had  taken  ihelter  amongft 
the  witnefles  who  appeared  upon    them,  all  operating  in  conjunction 
this  occafion,  afforded  fuch  extra-    upon  their  own  native  and  uncon- 
ordinary  in  fiances    of  the   tena-    querable  paffion  for  rapine,  foon 
cioufnefs  of   human    nature,    in    led    them  to    contradict  in   acl, 
tome  particular  cafes  and  circum-    their  fentiments  or  profeflions  upon 
fiances,  with  refpeft  to  life,  that    that  occafion.     The  fuccefs  which 
a  recital  of  the  fads  as  they  are    attended  the  fmall  expeditions  un- 
dated, may  pofHbly  be  confidered    der taken  by  individuals  of  differ  . 
by  fbme  as'  a  matter  of  phyfical    rent  tribes,  under  the  guidance  of 
curiofity.      Of    about    a     dozen    the  refugees,  who  knew  where  to 
wounded  foldiers  who  appeared  to    lead  them  directly  to  fjpoil,  and  ' 
give   their  evidence,     three    had    how    to  bring  them  off  without 
received,  in  a  regular  gradation,    danger,  foon  fpread  the  contagion 
from  nine  to  eleven  ftabs  each,  of   of  havock  through  the  adjoining 
bayonets,  in  the  bread  and  trunk    nations,  fo  that,  in  a  little  time, 
of  the  body,  befides  feveral  wounds    deftruclion    raged  very  generally 
in  other  parts.     Two  others  had    through  the  new  fettlements,  on, 
received,  the  one  five,    and  the    the  back  of  the  northern  and  mid* 
other  fix,  ftabs  in  the  body.     It    die  Colonies, 
will  undoubtedly  excite  the  ad  mi-        Colonel    Butler,   whofe    nam* 
ration   of  whoever  considers    the    we  have  feen,  as  an  Indian  agent 
nature  of  the   weapon,    and  the    and  commander,  in  the  wars  on 
force   which   it   derives,    as  well    the  fide  of  Canada,  and  who  had 
from  the  weight  of  the  mufket  to    great  influence  with  fome  of  the 
which   it  is   fixed,    as   from    the    northern  nations   of  that  people, 
manner  in  which  it  is  ufed,  and    together  with  one  Brandt,  an  half 
the  ftrength  of  the  operator,  that    Indian  by  blood,  a   man  of  de- 
thefe  men  were  not  only  able  to    fperate  courage,  but,  as  it  is  faid 
give  their  teftimony  at  a  confide-    by  the  Americans,  ferocious  and 
rabli  diiiance  of  time,  but  t)iat  no    cruel  beyond  example,   were  the 

[4]  4  princi- 
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principal  leaders  in  thefe  expedi- 
tions*    The  vaft  extent    of  the 


frontiers,    the  fcattered   and    re- 
mote fitoation  of  the  fettlements, 
die  nature  of  the  combined  ene- 
my, which  Teemed  to  coalefce  in 
one  point  of  action,  all  the  pro- 
perties of  Britifh,  American,  and 
lavage  warfare,  together  with  the 
cxac\  knowledge  which  the  refu- 
gees pofTefled  of  every  object  of 
their  enterprize,    and  the  imme- 
diate intelligence  which  they  re- 
ceived from  their  friends  on  the 
fpo%  afforded   them    fuch  advan- 
tages in  thefe  expeditions,  that  the 
wretched  fettlers,  found  all  perfo- 
nal   refinance    as  ineffectual,    as 
public  protection  was  impractica- 
ble.    To  complete  their  calamity, 
fubmilfion  could  procure  no  mer- 
cy,  nor  was  age,  fex,   or  condi- 
tion, in  too  many  in  fiances,  ca- 
pable of  allaying  the  fury  of  their 
enemy. 

In  this  courfe  of  havock,    the 
deftru&ion  of  the  fine,  new,  and 
flourifhing  fettlement  of  Wyom- 
ing, was  particularly   calamitous 
to  the  Americans.     That  diftrict, 
fttuat  »d  on  the  eaftern  branch  of 
the  Sufquehanna,  in  a  rnoft  beau- 
tiful country,  and  delightful  cli- 
mate, although  claimed  by,  and 
in   the  natural    order   of  things 
feeming  properly  to  appertain  to 
penfylvania,  was  notwithstanding, 
fince  the  laft  war,  fettled  and  cul- 
tivated with  great  ardour,    by  a 
numerous  fwarm  from  the  popu- 
lous hive   of  Connecticut,     This 
meafure  was,  however,    fo  much 
oppofcd   and  refented  by  PenfyU 
van' a,  a.-d  To  obftinately  fupport- 
cd   ov   ito   antagonift,    that    after 
much    altercation,    it   became   at 
length    th«*  foundation   of  an  ac- 
tual war  between  the  two  Colo- 


nies, in  which  they  engaged  witfc* 
fuch  earneftnefs,  that  it  was  not 
even  terminated   by    the  conteft 
with  the  mother  country,  until  the 
danger  grew  fo  near  and  fo  immi- 
nent to  both  fides,  as  of  neceffity 
to  fuperfede  for  the  prefent  all  o- 
ther    confederations.      Their    re- 
fpedive  charters,   and  the  grants 
of  land    under  them,    interfered 
ftrangely  with  each  other.    It  may 
be  pre  fumed ,  that  the  crown  in 
thole  days  did  not  take  much  trou- 
ble in  fettling  the   geography  of 
toundlefs  waftes,   which  afforded 
no  immediate  value,   and  whofe 
future  cultivation,  or  any  difputes 
about  their  limits,  appeared  to  be 
matters  of  fo  remote  and  uncer- 
tain a  fpeculation,  as  to  excite  no 
great  degree  of  prefent  attention. 
The  Colony  of  Connecticut  ob- 
tained by  their  grant,  ail  the  lands 
westward,  within  their  proper  de- 
grees of  latitude,    to  the  South 
Seas,  which  were  not  already  oc- 
cupied by  other  powers.      New 
York,  and  New  Jerfey,  were  then 
within  that  exception,  being  both 
foreign,  and  they  ft  retched  direct- 
ly acrofs,  in  the  way  of  that  grant, 
Penfylvania  was  afterwards  grant- 
ed to  its  proprietors,  lying  on  the 
farther  fide,    and    in   a  parallel 
line,    with   thefe   two  provinces. 
The   Connecticut    men    acknow* 
ledged  the  validity  of  the  excep- 
tion with  refpeft  to  New   York 
and  Jerfey ;  but  infilled,  that  their 
right    emerged    on     the    weftern> 
boundary  of  thofe   provinces,   in 
the  courfe  of  the   fuppofed  line, 
and  could  not  in  any  degree  be 
afFe&ed  by  a  later  grant  made  to 
Penfylvania.     A  claim,  which,  if 
eftabliftied,  would  narrow  the  li- 
mits of  the  laft  province  to  a  de- 
gree, which  would  moil .  materi- 
*  ally 
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iflf  affect  its  power  and  interefts ; 
and  which  'lying  open,  as  it  ftill 
does,  may  poffioly  be  productive 
of  very  material  confequences 
with  reipect  to  the  future  ftate  of 
America. 

The  fettlement  of  Wyoming 
confifted  of  eight  townfhips,  each 
containing  a  fquare  of  five  miles, 
beautifully  fituated  on  both  fides 
of  the  Sufquehanna.  In  fuch  a 
country,  fituation,  and  climate  as 
we  have  defcribed,  and  bleft  with 
%  foil  luxuriantly  fertile  ;  where 
every  man  poffefled  an  abundance, 
which  was,  however,  the  fruit  of 
moderate  labour  and  induftry ; 
where  no  man  was  very  rich,  nor 
very  great ;  the  inhabitants  exhi- 
bited upon  the  whole,  fuch  a 
picture  of  primeval  happinefs,  as 
has  feldom  been  equalled ;  and 
fuch,  indeed,  as  humanity  in  its 
prefent  date  feems  fcarcely  capa- 
ble of  exceeding. 

The  fettlement  increafed  and 
throve  accordingly.  And  not- 
with  Handing  its  infant  ftate,  and 
the  oppofition  they  met  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, population  was  already 
become  fo  vigorous  amongft  them, 
that  they  had  fent  a  thou  land  men 
to  ferve  in  the  Continental  army. 
Yet,  with  this  exceffive  drain 
from  the  cultivation  of  a  new  Co- 
lony, their  farms  were  ftill  fo 
loaded  with  plentiful  crops  of 
every  kind,  and  their  pa  ft  u  res  fo 
abundantly  covered  with  cattle, 
that  their  fupplies  to  the  army  in 
thofe  refpects,  were  at  lead  in 
fall  proportion  to  that  which  they 
afforded  in  men.  Nor  had  they 
been  deficient  in  providing  again  ft 
thofe  dangers,  to  which,  from 
their  remote  fituation,  they  were 
particularly  expofed  ;  and  had 
accordingly   conftructed   for  that 
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purpofe  no  lefs  than  four  forts, 
which  feemed,  at  leaft,  fully  fuf- 
ficient  to  cover  the  fettlement 
from  the  irruptions  of  the  fava- 
ges. 

But  neither  the  hapninefs  of 
climate,  the  fertility  of  foil,  nor 
the  remotenefs  of  fituation,  could 
prevent  the  evils  of  party  and  po- 
litical difcord  from  fpringing  up 
amongft  them.  It  might  indeed 
appear  from  the  fupply  of  men 
which  they  had  fent  to  die  army, 
that  only  one  political  principle 
pervaded  the  fettlement ;  a  fup- 
ply fo  ill  fuited  to  the  ftate  and 
ftrength  of  an  infant  colony,  that 
it  feems  difficult  whether  to  ad- 
mire more,  the  excefs  of  zeal 
from  which  it  proceeded,  or  the 
total  want  of  prudence,  policy, 
and  wifdom,  under  which  it  was 
directed.  But  notwith  (landing 
this  appearance,  they  had  no  in- 
confiderable  mixture  of  loyalifts 
among  themfelves,  and  the  two 
parties  were  actuated  by  fenti- 
ments  of  the  moft  violent  animo- 
fity.  Nor  were  thefe  animofities 
confined  to  particular  families  or 
places,  or  marked  by  any  line  of 
diftinction  ;  but  creeping  within 
the  roofs,  and  to  the  hearths  and 
boards  where  they  were  leaft  ex- 
pected, ferved,  as  it  afterwards 
fatally  appeared,  equally  to  poi- 
fon  the  fources  of  domeftic  fecu- 
rity  and  happinefs,  and  to  cancel 
the  laws  of  nature  and  humanity. 

It  would  feem  extraordinary,  if 
fuch  inftances  had  not  occurred 
upon  other  occafions,  that  this  de- 
voted people  had  frequent  and 
timely  warnings  of  the  danger  to 
which  they  were  expofed  by  fend- 
ing all  their  be  ft  men  to  fo  great 
a  diftance,  without  their  talcing 
any  timely  meafures  for  their  re- 
call, 
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call,  or  even  for  procuring  a  fob~ 
&itute  of  defence  or  prote&ion* 
Their  quiet  had  b$en  interrupted 
by  the  favages,  joined  with  mx- 
xaoding  parties  of  their  own  coon* 
Hymen,  in    the  preceding  year; 
and  it  was  only  by  a  vigorous  op- 
pofition,   in  a  courfe  of  fncceis- 
Jul  flcirmiibes,  that  they  had  been 
driven .  off  or  difperfed.     Several 
of  thofe  whom  they  called  Tories, 
and  others  who  had  not  before 
been  fofpeded,  had  at  that  rime 
and  fince  abandoned  the  fettle, 
ment,  and  along  with  a  perfed, 
and  confeqoently  dangerous  know* 


.under  a  ftrong  guard  to  Con* 
ne&icut,  in  order  to  be  there  im- 
prifoned  and  tried  for  their  lives. 
The  remainder  of  thefe  ftrange 
Tories,  againft  whom  no  fufficient 
evidence  could  be  procured,  were 
only  expelled.  It  was  foon  well 
known,  that  this  meafure  of  send- 
ing their  fellows  to  Conne&cut, 
had  excited  the  rage  of  thofe  call- 
ed Tories,  in  general,  whether 
in  arms  on  the  frontiers,  or  other- 
wife,  in  the  moil  extreme  de- 
gree; and  that  all  the  threats 
which  had  ever  been  denounced 
againft    this    people,    were    now 


ledge  of  all  thej>articulars  of  their  renewed   with    aggravated    ven- 

fituation  and  circumftances,  were  geance. 

well  kiown  to  have  carried  along  As  the  time  approached  for  the 

with  them  fuch  a  Hock  of  private  final    cataftrophe,     the     Indians 

refentment,  from  the  abatement  pradifed  a  more  refined  diiEmu- 

and  infults  they  had  fuffered  from  lation,   if  not  greater  treachery, 


the  prevailing  party,  as  could  not 
fail  to  give  a  dire&ion  to  the  fu- 
ry, and  even  a  new  edge  to  the 
cruelty,  of  their  favage  and  in* 
yeterate  enemies. 

A  fort  of  public  aft  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  fettlement  iince 
the  laft   invafion,    was   preceded 
with,  and  productive  of  circum- 
ftances,  which  afforded  caufe  for 
the  greateft  alarm,  and  for  every 
pofiible  defensive  precaution.     An 
unufual  number  of  Grangers  had, 
under  various  pretences,  and  the 
fan&ion  of  that  univerfal  hofpitality 
which  once  fo  much  diftinguiihea 
America  from  the  old  world,  come 
into  the  Colony,  where  their  be- 
haviour became  fo  fufpicious,  that 
they  were  at  length  taken  up  and 
examined,    when    fuch    evidence 
appeared  again  ft  feveral  of  them, 
of  their  ading  in  dire&  concert 
with  th,e  enemy,  on  a  fcheme  for 
the  deftru&ion  of  the  fettlements, 
that  about  twenty  were  fent  off 


than    had   been    cu&omary   with 
them.     For  feveral  weeks  previ- 
ous to  the  intended  attack,  they 
repeatedly  fent  fmall   parties  to 
the  fettlement,  charged  with  the 
ftrongeft  profeffions  of  friendfhip, 
declarations,  of  the  fulleft  deiire 
and  intention  to  preferve  the  peace 
inviolate  on  their   fide,  ana  re- 
quefts,  that   the  fame  favourable 
and  pacific  difpofttion  might    be 
entertained  and  cultivated  on  the 
other.     Thefe  parties,  befides  lul* 
ling  the  people  in   their  prefent 
deceitful    iecurity,    anfwered   the 
purpofes,  of  communicating  with 
their  friends,    and    of   observing 
the  immediate  ftate  of  affairs  in  the 
Colony.      Some  alarm,    or   fenle 
of  their  danger,  began,  however, 
to  fpread  among  the  people,  and 
letters  were  fent  to  General  Wafh- 
ington,  and  to  others  in  authori- 
ty,   reprefeating   their    fituation, 
and  demanding  immediate  affift- 
ance.     As  the  time  more  nearly 

approached. 


Ill 

Aid 
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fpprostehed,  fofte  small  parties  of  hare  the  defence  of  Wyoming/  ei- 
the  enemy*  more,  impatient  than  tber  committed  to  his  charge,  or 
tilt  reft,  or  more  eager  aad  cove-  bjr.  fome  means  fall  to  his  lot. 
toot  to  come  in  for  the  firft  fruits  This  man,  with  nearly  the  whole 
of  $h*  fpoji,  made  fndden  irrup-  force  of  the  fettiement,  was  fta- 
tjon*  into  the  fettiement,  and  tioned  in  the  principal  fort,  called 
committed  feveral  robberies  and  Kingfton;  whither  alfo,  the  wo- 
snrden ;  in  the  coarfe  of  which,  men,  children,  and  defenceless 
whether  through  ignorance,  or  of  all  forts,  as  the  only  place  of 
whether  from  a  total  contempt  of  common  refuge,  crowded  for  fhej- 
all  ties  and  obligations,  they  mafia-  ter  and  protection.  It  would 
cred  die  unhappy  wife  and  five  feem,  from  his  fituation  and  force 
children  pf  one  of  thofe  men,  who  in  that  place,  that  he  might  there 
hsjd  been  fent  for  trial,  in  their  have  waited,  and  fucceftfully  re- 
^wn  c*ufe,  to  Connecticut,  fitted,    all    the  attempts  of  the 

M  length,  in  the  beginning  of   enemy.      But  this   man   was  fix 
illy,  1778*  the  enemy  appeared    wretchedly  weak,  that  he  fuffered 

himfelf  to  be  enticed  by  his  name* 
fake  and  kinfman,  to  abandon  the 
advantage  and  fecurky  afforded  by 
his  fbrtrefs,   and  to  devote  thofb 
under  his  charge  to  certain  dc- 
ftru&ion*  by  expofing  them  naked 
to  fo  fevere  an  enemy.     Under  the 
colour  of  holding  a  parley  for  the 
conclusion  of  a  treaty,  he  was  led 
into  an  agreement,  that  upon  the 
enemy   withdrawing    their  force, 
he   mould  march  out   to  hold   a 
conference  with  them  in  the  open 
field,  and   that  at  fo  great  a  dif- 
tance  from   the  fort,  as  (hut  out 
every  poflibility  of  the  protection 
which  it  otherwife  afforded.     To 
render  this  meafure   ft  ill  more  un- 
accountable, he,  at  the  fame  time, 
{hewed  fo  great  a  diilruft  of  the 
enemy,  and  ieemed  i'o  thoroughly 
apprehenfive  of  their  defigns,  that 
he  marched  400  men  well  armed, 
being  nearly  the  whole  ftrength  of 
his  garnfon,  to  guard  his  perfon 
to  the  place  of  parley. 

Upon  his  arrivai  there,  he  was 
greatly  furprized  at  finding  no- 
body to  treat  with  ;  but  not  being 
willing  to  return  without  finifhing 
his  buiinefs,  he  advanced  towards 

the 


Idenly,  but  in.  foil  force,  on 
th$$ufquehanpa.  They  were  led 
by  Butler,  that  diftinguiihed  par- 
tisan, whofe  name  we  have  alrea- 
dy mentioned ;  who  was  affifted 
by  moftof  thofe  leaders,  who,  like 
him,  had  rendered  themfelves  ter- 
rible in  the  prefent  frontier  war. 
Their  force  was  eftimated  at  about 
1,600  men,  of  whom,  fome  thing 
left  than  one  fourth  were  Indians, 
led  by  their  own  chiefs;  the  o- 
(hers,  were  difguifed  and  painted 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  to  be 
diftinguiihed  from  the  favages, 
excepting  only  their  officers,  who 
being  dreifed  in  regimentals,  car- 
ried the  appearance  of  regulars. 
One  of  the  fin  all er  forts,  which 
was  moftly  garrifoned  by  thofe 
called  Tories,  was  by  them  given 
up,  or  as  it  was  faid  betrayed. 
Another  was  taken  by  llorm, 
where,  although  they  mafiacred 
the  men  in  the  mod  inhuman 
manner,  they  fpared  the  women 
and  children. 

Itfeems  odd  enough,  if  not  An- 
gular, that  another  Colonel  But- 
kr,  and  faid  to  be  a  near  relation 
to  the  invader,  fhould  chance  to 
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the  foot  of  the  aeSgbtouring 
mountains,  ftill:  hoping:*  that  he 
might  hearctfftefomethingofthote 
he  wanted.  As  the  country  began 
to  grow  dark  and  woody,  arltag 
at  length  appeared,  at  a  conside- 
rable diftanee  among  the  bufhes, 
the  holders  of  which  teemed  fo 
much  afraid  of  treachery  and  dan- 
ger  from  his  fide,  that  they  re- 
tired as. he  advanced;  whiift  he, 
endeavouring  to  remove  this  ill 
imprefilon,  mil  pur&ied  the  flag. 

This  commander  of  a  garri- 
(bn  did  not  once  perceive  his  dan- 
ger, until  his  party  was  thorough- 
ly enclofed,  and  he  was  fuddenly 
awakened  from  his  dream,  by 
finding  it  attacked  at  once  on 
every  fide.  His  behaviour  in  this 
wretched  situation,  could  fcarcely 
have  been  expected  from  the  con* 
dud  which  led  him  into  it.  He 
and  his  party,  notwithstanding 
thofe  circamftances  of  furprize 
and  danger  which  might  have 
difconcerted  the  mod  veteran 
troops,  fought  with  resolution  and 
bravery ;  and  kepr  up  fo  continual 
and  heavy  a  fire  for  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour,  that  they  fecmed 
to  gain  a  marked  fuperiority  over 
their  numerous  enemy. 

In  this  critical  moment  of  dan- 
ger, feme  fudden  impulfe  of  fear, 
or  premeditated  treachery  in  a 
foldier,  which  induced  him  to  cry 
out  aloud  that  the  colonel  had  or- 
dered a  retreat,  determined  at 
once  the  fate  of  the  party,  and 
poflsbly  that  of  the  final  author  of 
their  ruin.  In  the  flate  of  con^ 
fufion  that  enfued,  the  enemy 
breaking  in  on  all  fides  withobt 
obftruftion,  commenced  an  un- 
rcfifted  (laughter.  Confidering  the 

Seat  fuperiority  of  numbers  on 
e  fide  of  the  victors,  the  fleet- 
neft  of  the  favages,  and  the  fierce* 


ae&  of  the  whole,  together  with 
the  manner  in  which  the  van- 
quiwed  had  been  originally  fir- 
rounded,  it  affords  no  fmail  room 
for  aftonimment,  that  the  eonr- 
mander  of  the  garrifott,  with  a- 
bout  feventy  of  his  party,  fhouid 
have  been  able  to  effecV  their  ef- 
cape,  and  to  make  their  way  good 
to  a  fmall  fort  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  river. 

The  conquerors  immediately 
invefted  Fort  Kingfton,  and  to 
cheer  the. drooping  fpirits  of  the 
weak  remaining  g&rriibn,  fent  ia 
for  their  contemplation,  the  Woo- 
dy fcalps  of  200  of  their  late  re- 
lations, friends,  and  comrades. 
Colonel  Dennifon,  the  prefent 
commander  of  the  fort,  feeing  the 
impoffibilky  of  any  effe&uaf  de- 
fence, not  having  force  fufficient 
evea  to  man  the  works  for  one 
effort,  went  with  a  flag  to  Butler, 
to  know  what  terms  he  would 
grant  on  a  furrender ;  to  this  ap- 
plication of  weaknefs  and  mifery, 
Butler,  with  all  the  phlegm  of  a 
real  favage,  anfwered  in  two  fhort 
words,  *«  the  hatchet.*'  In  thefe 
dreadful  circu reliances,  the  unfor- 
tunate governor  having  defended 
his  fort,  until  mod  of  the  garrifon 
were  killed  or  di fabled,  was  at 
length  compelled  to  furrender  at 
difcretion.  Some  of  the  unhappy 
perfons  in  the  fort  were  carried 
away  alive;  but  the  barbarous 
conquerors,  to  fave  the  trouble  of 
murder  in   detail,    (hat    up    the 

Greater  part  promifcuouflv  in  the 
oufes  and  barracks,  which  hav- 
ing then  fet  on  -  fire,  they  enjoyed 
the  favage  plea fu re  of  beholding, 
the  whole  confumed  in  one  ge- 
neral blaze. 

They  then  proceeded  to  the  on- 
ly remaining  fort,  called  Wilkcf- 
borough,  which,  in  hopes  of  ob- 
taining 
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taking    mercy,    was  Surrendered    regard  to  all  others.    Thai,  theft 
without  refinance,  or  without  even    mercikfs  ravagers,  when  the  main 
demanding  any  conditions.     Here    objects  of  their  cruelty  were  ex- 
the  tragedy  was  renewed  with  ag-    haufted,   feemed  to  direct    their 
gravated    horrors.      They    found  •  animofity  to  every  part  of  living 
here  about  feventy  of  that  fort  of    nature  r  and,  as  if"  ir  were  a  relax- 
militia,  who  are  engaged  by  the  .  ation.  or  amufement,  cut  out  the 
different  provinces,  merely  for  the    tongues  of  the  horfes  and  cattle, 
guard  and  defence  of  their  refpec-    leaving  them  ftill  alive  only   to 
tive  frontiers,  and  who  are   not    prolong  their  agonies, 
called  to  any  other  fervice.     With  .     The  following  are  a  few  of  the 
thefe,  as  objects  of  particular  en-    more  lingular  or  detached  circum- 
mity ,  the  daughter  was   begun  ;    fiances  of  barbarity,  which  are  rt- 
and   they    were    butchered  with   Jated  as  parts  of  this  maftacrc.    A 
every  poflibie  circumftance  of  the    Captain  Bedlock,  who  had  been: 
moil  deliberate,  wanton,  and  fa-    taken    prifbner,     being    ftripped 
vage  cruelty.    The  remainder  of  -naked,  had  his  body  ftuck  full  of 
the   men,   with  the  women    and    fharp  pine  fplinters,   and  then  a 
children,  not  demanding  fo  much    heap  of  knots  of  the  fame  wood 
particular  attention,  were  fhut  up    being  piled  round  him,  the  whole 
as    before  in   the  houfes,  which    was  fet  on  fire,  and  his  two  couf- 
being  fet  on  fire,  they  perifhed  all    pan  ions,  the  Captains  Ranfbn  and 
together  in  the  names.  Durgee,    thrown   alive  into    the 

A  general  fcene  of  devaluation    flames.     It  is  faid,   that  the  re- 
was  now  fpread  through  all  the    turned  Tories,  who  had  at  different 
townlhips.     Fire,  fword,  and  the    times  abandoned  the  fettlement  in 
other  different  inftruments  of  de-    order  to  join  in  thofe  favage  expe- 
ftruttion    alternately     triumphed,    ditions,  were  the  molt  diftinguilhed 
The  corn  fields  were  fet  on  fire,  and    for  their  cruelty.     Among  thefe, 
the    Handing    corn,   now    almoft    one,  whofe  mother  had  married  a 
ready  for  the  fickle,  burnt  as  it    fecond  hufband,   butchered  witk 
grew.      The    houfes,     furniture,    his    own .  hands,    both    her,    his 
valuables  of  every  kind,  together    father-in-law,  his  own  lifters,  and 
with  all  thofe  improvements  which    their   infant  children.     Another, 
owed  their  rife  to  the  perfevering    who,  during  his  abfence,  had  fent 
toil,  and  patient  induftry  of  man,     home  fe vera!  threats  againft  the  life 
were   as  completely  deftroyed,  as    of  his  father,  now  not  only  realized 
their  nature,   or   the  induftry  of    them  in  perfon,  but  was  him  (elf, 
of    the     fpoilers    would    admit,     with  his  own  hands,  the  extermi- 
The   fettlements   of     the   Tories     nator  of  his   whole  family ;   mo- 
alone,     generally     efcaped,     and     ther,  brothers,  and  lifters,  mingled 
appeared  as  iflands  in  the  midft  of    their  blood  in  one  common  car- 
the  furrounding  ruin.     It  has  been     nage,  with  that  of  the  ancient  huf- 
often  obferved,  that  the  practice    band  and  father, 
and  habit  of  cruelty  with  refpeel        However  painful  the  talk  of  re- 
to  any  particular  object,  begets  a    citing   fuch   horrible    barbarities, 
facility  in    its   execution,    and  a     (many  of  the  worft  circumftances 
difpofition  to  its  commiffion,  with    of  which  are  fpared)  it  may  not 

be 
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be  totally  ufelefs,  if  they  ferve  to  tion)   werfc  little  lefs  deplortlbfe, 

produce  a  diflike  of  that  prompti-  than  thole  of  their  friends  who  had 

-tilde  of  entering  into  wars*  which  peri  died  in  the  roins  of  their  houfes* 

is  but  too  natural  to  people,    as  foifperfed  and  wandering  in  the  fb* 

well  as  to  princes,  when  they  fee  reft$s  as  chance  and.  fear  directed 

the  confequences,  which  their  paf-  their  fteps,    without  any  mutual 

lion,  often   for  trivial   and.  con-  knowledge  or  communication  ,with- 

temptible  objects,    fo  frequently  oat  provifion  or  covering,  they  hid 

produce  ;  and  by  which  they  are  a  long  trad  of  defarts  to  traverle, 

led  gradually,  not  only  to  great  without  guide  or  direction.     They 

crimes  and  great  misfortunes,  but  accordingly  fuffere'd  every  degree 

even  to  a  total  change  and  degr*-  6f  diftrefs.     Several  women  were 

dation  of  their  nature.  delivered  alone  in  the  wodds,  at  a 

It  is  necefiary  to  obferve  with  re*,  great  diftahce  from  every  poffibility 
fpe&  to  the  deduction  of  Wyoaal-  of  relief.  If  thefe,  through  vigour 
ing,  that  as  no  narrative  of  the  etf-  ef  mind;  or  ftrength  of  conmttr- 
ploits  of  the  leaders  in  that  tranf-  tion,  eicaped,  undoubtedly  others, 
aOion,  whether  by  authority  or  id  fimilaf ,  and  in  different  circum- 
otherwife,  has  as  yet  appeared  in  ifarices,  perrfhed. 
this  country,  we  can  only  rely,  fdr  Although  the  fate  of  Wybming, 
•the  authenticity  of  the  fa&s  which  and  the  lamentations  of  the  far- 
Are  have  Hated,  upon  the  accounts  vivors,  had  ferved  alternately  to 
publifhed  by  the  Americans.  As  freeze  every  breaft  with  horror, 
thefe  have  already  been  long  ex-  and  to  melt  it  with  companion $ 
pofed  to  the  view  of  all  Europe,  yet  the  various  objects  and  exigen- 
withont  their  yet  producing  a  firtgle  cies  of  the  war,  rendered  the  Ame- 
con tradition,  any  natural,  but  inu  ricaris  incapable  for  the  prefent, 
proper  partiality,  which  might  be  of  executing  that  vengeance  6H 
a  temptation  to  induce  us,  either  their  lavage  enemy,  wnich  was, 
to  draw  a  Veil  over  the  whole,  or  however;  fully  intended  at  a  proper 
to  fupprefs  any  of  the  parts  of  that  feafon.  Some  fmall  expeditions 
tranfa&ion,  would  therefore  of  were,  indeed,  undertaken,  which, 
courfe,  be  as  fruitlefs  in  the  effect,  from  the  difficulties  attending 
as  difgraceful  in  the  deiign.  Happy  them,  and  the  fpirit  of  enterprhte 
ihould  we  deem  it,  for  the  honour  under  which  they  were  conducted* 
of  humanity,  that  the  whole  ac-  were  not  deftitute  of  merit,  and 
count  was  demonftrated  to  be  a  fa-  confequently,  are  not  unworthy  of 
ble.  The  event  has  already  {hewn,  obfervation,  in  the  narrative  of  a 
the  impolitic  nature  of  thefe  pro-  campaign  riot  diftinguifhed  by  any 
ceedings,  which  have  only  ferved  activity  in  the  great  and  fplendid 
to  fix  a  bitter  and  lading  refent-  operations  of  war. 
ment  in  the  minds  of  the  col  on  ills.  Of  this  fort  was  an  expedition 

The  fufferings  of  the  refugees,  undertaken  in  the  courfe  of  the 

con  filling  moAly  of  women  audi  fummer  from  Virginia,  under  the 

children,  (the  broken  parts,   and  conduct  of  a  Col.  Clarke,  with  d 

Scattered  relicks  of  families,  who  fmall  party  of  between  two  aha 

had  efcaped  to  the  woods  during  three  hundred  men.   It  cannot  but 

the  different  {cases  of  this  devaft**  appear  aftoniming  tor  thefe,  who' 

have 
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have  been  generally  ufed  to  con* 
template  military  operations,  only 
as  they  are  circumfcribed  within 
the  narrow  confines  of  European 
conn  tries,  that  the  object  of  this 
enterprize  was  at  fo  vaft  a  diftance, 
as  that  the  party,  in  their  way, 
were  obliged  to  traverfe  no  leis 
than  about  1200  miles,  of  a 
bonndlefs,  uncultivated,  and  un- 
inhabited wafte,  through  which 
they  were  under  a  neceffity  of  con- 
▼eying,  every  neceflary  for  fub- 
fiftence,  and  every  equipment  for 
action.     It  is,  however,  to  be  ob- 


of  its  mduth,  where  they  hid  their 
beats,   and  bent  rheir  cotrrfe   by 
land   to  the  northward.     In   this 
ftage  of  the  expedition,  after  con- 
fuming  ail  the  provifion  which  they 
had  been  able  to  carry  on  their 
backs,  they  endured  a  hard  march 
of  two  days  without  any  fuftenance* 
We  may  therefore  well  credit  their 
afTertion,  that  when  they  arrived  in 
this  hungry  ftate,  about  midnight, 
at  the   town  of  Kafkafkias,   they 
were  unanimously  determined  to 
take  it  or  to  perifh  in  the  attempt. 
This  town  contained  about  2501 


ferved,  that  their  conveyance,  for    hoafes,  and  was  fufficiently  fortified 
much  the  greater  part  of  the  way,     to  have  withftood  a  much  ftronger 


was  by  water. 

Their  object  was  the  Tedultion 
©f  thofe  French  fettlements,  which 
Kid  been  planted  by  the  Canadians 


enemy  ;  but  as  the  imagined  fecu- 
rity  which  the  people  derived  from 
their  remotenefs,  forbid  all  ideas  of 
danger,  it  of  courfe  fuperfeded  all 


An  the  upper  Miffifippi,  in  that  fine    precaution  again  ft  a  furprize.  This* 
and  fertile  region,  as  it  is  defcribed,     was  accordingly  as    complete  as 


which  taking  its  name  from  a  noted 
nation  of  Indians,  is  called  the  U~ 
linois  country.  "  It  appears,  that 
much  of  the  mifchief  which  had 
fallen  upon  the  fouthern  and  mid- 


poffiWe.  The  town  and  fort  were 
taken,  without  noife  or  opposition* 
before  the  people  were  well  awake; 
and  the  inhabitants  were  fo  effec- 
tually fecured,  that  not  fo  much 


die  colonies  from  the  incurfions  of    as  a  fingle  perfon  efcaped  to  alarm 
die  favages,  had  been  attributed  to    the  neighbouring  fettlements.  The 


the  activity  of  the  governor  of  thofe 
fettlements;  who,  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  troubles,  ailing 
as  an  agent  for  government,  and 
paying  large  rewards  for  fcalps, 
had  befides  been  indefatigable  in 
his  continual  endeavours  of  excit- 
ing the  Ohio  and  Miffifippi  In- 
dians, to  undertake  expeditions 
againft  the  back  fettlements.  This 
conduit  was  the  motive  to  the  pre- 
fent  diftant  expedition. 


governor,  Philip  Rocheblave,  who 
was  considered  as  fo  inimical  to  the 
Americans,  was  fent  to  Virginia, 
with   all   the  written   inftrucYiona 
which     he    had    received     from* 
Quebec,    Detroit,    and    MichilK* 
mackinack,  for  fettingon  and  pay- 
ing the  Indians.     The  inhabitants 
were  compelled  to  take  an  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  United  States ; 
and  the  fort  became  the  principal 
citadel  and  head  quarters  of  the 


The  party,  after  a  long  courfe  victors. 

down  the  Monongahela,  and  what  A  fmall  detachment  which  was 

might  be  considered  in   point  of  pufhed  forward  from  this  place  on 

extent,  as  a  voyage,  on  the  Ohio,  horfeback,  furprized  and  took  with 

•rrived  at  length  at  the  great  falls  as    little    difficulty,    three    other 

sf  the  latter,  within  about  60  miles  French    towns,    which    lay  from 

■  fifteen 
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fifteen  to  about  feventy  miles  far-  An  expedition,  in  fome  degree 
ther  up  the  Mifiifippi.     in  all,  the  of  the  fame  nature,  was  alfo  un- 
inhabitants  feem  to  have  transfer-  dertaken,  from  the  remote  and  up- 
red  their  allegiance  with  great  fa-  -  per  parts  of  Penfylvania  in  the 
cility  ;  nor  were  thofe  difperfed  in  month  of  October,  under  the  con- 
the    country   behind -hand    with  dud  of  a  Col.  Butler  ;  the  prefent 
them;  who,  without  waiting  for  being,  however,  as  much  directed 
any  operation  of  force  or  neceflity,  againft  feveral  con  fid  er  able  fettle* 
flocked  in  by  hundreds  to  take  the  ments  belonging  to  thofe  people 
new  oath.  whom  they  called  Tories  (and  who, 
The  fituation  of  this  fmall  party*  from  the  violence  of  their  paft  hof- 
in  the  heart  of  the  Indian  country,  tilities*    had  become  particularly 
at  the  back  of  Jbme  of  their  moil  obnoxious),  as  againft  the  Indians, 
cruel  and  hoftile  tribes,   in   the  with  whom  they  feem  to  have  been 
track  of  many  others,  and  more  or  intermixed  as  pne  people.     This 
lefs  in  the  way  of  all,  was  converted  party,  which  confided  of  a  Fenfyl- 
to  peculiar  advantage,  by  the  ex-  vania  regiment,  covered  by  rifle- 
traordinary  activity,  and  unwearied  men  ana  rangers,  took  its  depar- 
fpirit  of  their  commander.    He  di-  tare  from  Schoharie;  and  having 
reeled  and  timed  his  attacks  with  gained  the  head  of  the  Delaware^ 
fuch  judgment,  and  executed  them  marched  down  that  river  for  tw'oj 
with  fuch  filence  and  di  (patch,  that  days ;  from  whence,  turning  off  to> 
the  favages,  at  length,  found  their  the  right,  they  ftruck  acrofs  the. 
own  mode  of  war  effectually  turned  mountains    to    the  Sufquehanna, 
upon  them.      Surprized  in   their  which,  was  the  fcene  of  action, 
in  mod  retreats,  and  moil  fequefter-  Without  entering  into  a  detail  of 
ed  recefles,  at  thofe  times  and  fea-  'particulars,  it  will  be  fufficient  ut 
ions,  when  they  were  fcarcely  lefs  obferve,    that  they  totally  burnt 
indifpofed  for  action,  than  unpre-  and   deftroyed,    both   the  Indian 
pared  for  defence,  they  experienced  caftles  or  villages  in  that  quarter, 
in  their  own  huts  and  families,  that  and  the  other  fettlements.      But. 
unexpected  {laughter  and  deftruc-  that,   notwithftanding  the   utmoft 
tion,  which  they- had  fo  frequently  addrefs  and  precaution  were  prac- 
carried  home  toothers.  Thus  feel-  tifed  for  the  purpofe  of  a  complete! 
ing,  in  the  moil  fenfible  manner,  furprize,  the  inhabitants,  both  To- 
thofe  calamities  which  they  were  ries  and  Indians,  had  the  fortune 
only  wont  to  adminifter,  they  grew  to  efcape ;  a  deliverance  of  no  fmall 
cautious  and  timid  ;  and  the  con-  moment  in  their  fituation  ;  as  the 
tinual  danger  to  which  their  fami-  vengeance  for  Wyoming,   where 
lies  were  expofed,  damped,  for  a  they   bore   a    diftinguifhed    part, 
while,  the  ardour  of  the  warriors  would    undoubtedly   have    fallen 
in  undertaking  expeditions.  In  the  heavy  upon  them.     The  deftruc*, 
mean  time,  the  Americans  in  the  tion  was  extended  for  feveral  miles 
back  fettlements,  not  only  hearing  on  both  fides  of  the  Sufquehanna? 
of  Clarke's  fucceifes,   but  imme-  in  the  courfe  of  which,  the  fruits 
diatelv  feeling  their  benefit,  began  of  a  plentiful  harveft,  together  with, 
to  (hake  off  their  terror,  and  even  the  only  faw-mill  and  grift-mill  in 
feemed  by  degrees  to  partake  of  his  that  whole  country,  fhared  an  equate 
fpirit  and  enterprize.  fate  with  the  houfe*  and  every' 

other 
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bthcr  article  ufeful  or  necefTary  to 
Aan. 

The  difficulties,  diftrefTes,  and 
dangers,  which  the  party  encoun- 
tered in  this  expedition,  were  pe- 
culiar to  that  part  of  the  world  * 
and  required  no  fmall  (hare  of  that 
patient  fortitude,  and  hardinefs  of 
body  and  mind,  which  can  fcarcely 

■  be  acquired  without  long  habitude; 
under  certain  marked  circumftances 
of  iituation;    by  any  considerable 

.  number  of  men.  Notwithstanding 
the  occaiional  afliftance  which  they 
derived  from  their  pack-horfes, 
they  were  under  a  neceffity  of  car- , 
tying  fix  days  provi lions  on  their 
backs ;  and  thus  loaded,  continu- 
ally to  wade  through  rivers  and 
creeks  of  fitch  a  depth  and  magni- 
tude, that  they  would  fcarcely  ap- 
pear parTable,  without  any  incum- 
brance, to  frren  unufed  to  fuch  Ser- 
vice. In  thefe  circumftances,  after 
the  toil  of  a  hard  march,  and  in 
fome  lituations  not  venturing  to 
make  fires  for  felar  bf  difbovery, 
they  were  obliged  to  endure,  with- 
out cover,  the  chilling  nights  and 
heavy  rains  peculiar  to  that  climate 
and  feafon  ;  whilft  their  arms  were 


r«7 

rendered  ufelefs,  at  thofe  times 
when  they  were  xrioft  liable  to  tM 
fudden  attack  of  an  enraged  and 
cruel  enemy,  whofe  principal  effort 
lay  in  that  fort  of  furprize.  Thefe 
were,  however,  only  fmall  matters', 
when  compared  with  the  danger 
which  awaited  their  return,  and 
which  they  hardly  efcaped.  This 
was  the  fudden  riling  of  the  great 
rivers  in  their  way,  occafioned  bf 
the  continual  rains,  whilft  they 
were  flill  in  the  enemies  country, 
(who  were  very  ftrong  in  that  quar- 
ter) their  provisions  nearly  expend- 
ed, and  every  moment  affording 
frelh  room  for  apprehenfion,  that 
their  return  would  become  totally 
impracticable.  A  ftrenuous  and 
bold  exertion,  to  which  fortune 
was,  at  leaft,  negatively  favourable, 
prevented  the  fatal  con  Sequences 
of  that  event: 

In  this  manner,  the  favage  part 
of  the  war  wa$  carried  on  in  Ame- 
rica with  mutual  boldnefs  and  per- 
feverance  ;  and  wafte  and  cruelty 
inflicted  and  retorted,  with  infinite 
variety  of  fcenes  of  horror  and 
difgult. 


Vol.  XXir, 


W 


CHAP. 
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"  C-    H     A     P.       II. 

Review  of  conciliatory  meafures  purjued  by  the  commijponers  for  reftoring 
peace  in  America,  -  Attempt  to  open  and  fmooth  the  way  to  a  negociation  by 
private  communications  and  correjpondence,  fails  in  the  ejfecl,  and  is  highly 
refented  by  the  Congrejs.  Refolutions  by  that  body  againfi  holding  any 
Communication  or  intercourfe  with  one  of  the  commijjioners.  Gentleman  in 
queftion,  declines  a&ing  any  longer  in  the  commijjion,  and  publijhes  a 
declaration  in  anfwer  to  the  Congrefs.  Declaration  from  the  remaining 
eommijjioners  in  anfwer  to  that  body.  Final  manifefto  and  proclamation 
by  the  commijjioners.  Cautionary  meafures  recommended  by  the  Congrefs 
to  the  people ;  followed  by  a  counter  manifefto,  threatening  retaliation. 
,  Singular  letter  from  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  to  the  Earl  of  Carlijle. 
American  expedition  for  the  reduclion  of  the  Britijh  fettlements  in  the  country 
of  the  Natches,  on  the  borders  of  the  MiJJifippi.  Expedition  from  New- 
Jork,  under  the  conducl  of  Commodore  Parker  and  Colonel  Campbell,  for 
the  reduclion  of  the  province  of  Georgia.  Landing  made  good,  and  the 
rebels  defeated.  Town  of  Savannah  taken,  and  the  province  in  general 
reduced.  Major-General  Prevoft  arrives  from  the  foutkward ;  takes  the 
town  and  fort  of  Sunbury,  and  ajfumes  the  principal  command, 

IT  affords  no  fmall  degree  of  which  the  Congrefs  had  thrown  in 
pleafing  relaxation,  to  return  the  way  of  that  conciliatory  fyflem, 
from  all  the  rage  of  war,  and  all  with  which  the  Commiffioners  had 
the  horrid  ferocity  of  favages,  and  been  charged  from  England  to 
once  more  to  tread  in  the  pleafing  America ;  and  that  an  acknowledg- 
paths  of  civil  life.  We  have  in-  ment  of  independency,  or  the  total 
deed  beheld  the  firft  in  its  moil  withdrawing  of  the  nlilitary  force, 
Shocking  and  degraded  form,  were  the  peremptory  and  only  con - 
Stripped  of  all  that  "  pomp,  pride,  ditions  held  out  by  the  former, 
*'  and  circumftance,"  which  ferve  upon  which  they  would  admit  the 
fo  firongjy  to  fafcinate  the  imagin-  opening  of  any  negociation.  One 
ation,  and  divefted  of  that  glare  of  of  the  gentlemen  who  was  appoint- 
glory,  which  throws  a  fhade  over  ed  in  the  commiffion,  having  ferved 
its  deformities,  the  ghaftly  carcafs  in  the  navy,  on  the  American  coaft, 
has  not  only  been  expofed  in  all  its  and  afterwards  been  governor  of  a 
rtakednefs,  but  polluted  and  dif-  province  there,  had  formed  con- 
tained by  the  bloody  hands  of  bar-  fiderable  connexions,  and  an  ex- 
barians.  From  fo  horrid  a  fGene  tenfive  acquaintance  in  that  coun- 
we  naturally  turn  with  pleafure,  to  try ;  and  he  now  hoped  that  thefe 
trace  the -tranquil  mazes  of  nego-  circumftances  might  be  of  e fieri  rial 
ciation,  and  to  review  the  acts  and  fervice,  by  ufing  them  as  means  to 
conduct  of  men  in  the  moil  refined  facilitate  the  attainment  of  the 
ftate  of  fociety.  great  object  in  view.  This  feemed 
We  briefly  flated  in  our  laft  vo-  the  more  feafible,  as  his  parlia- 
lume,  the  infuperable  difficulties  men  tar  y  conduct  fince  that  time, 

h*4 
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had  been  in  fuch  direct  oppofition 
to  all  thofe  meafures,  which  were 
deemed  hoftile  or  oppreffive  with 
regard  to  the  Colonies,  that  it 
could  fcarcely  fail  of  greatly  in- 
creafing,  in  Head  of  diminifhing,' 
any  influence  which  he  might  then 
have  acquired.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cum  (lances  he  deemed  it  reafonable 
to  conclude,  that  the  direct  appli- 
cations of  friend  (hip,  under  the 
covert  and  freedom  of  a  private 
correfpondence,  together  with  the 
fan  ft  ion  of  perfonal  efteem  and 
opinion,  might  operate  more  hap-  % 
pily  in  fmoothing  or  removing 
thofe  difficulties  which  flood  in  the 
way  of  an  accommodation,  than 
the  ft  iff,  tedious,  and  formal  pro- 
ceedings of  public  negociation.  He 
was  beiides  well  aware,  as  indeed 
it  was  publicly  avowed,  that  the 
Commiflioners  laboured  under  the 
capital  impediment,  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, with  whom  they  were  to 
treat,  placing  no  manner  of  confi- 
dence in  the  faith  or  equity  of  the 
authority  under  which  they  acted  ; 
but  that  on  the  contrary,  their  di- 
flruft  of  admin iftration  had  grown 
fo  long,  and  was  become  fo  rivet- 
ted  and  confirmed,  that  they  fuf- 
pected  every  propofal  that  was 
made,  as  held  out  only  to  circum- 
vent ;  and  as  the  mere  offspring  of 
duplicity  and  treachery.  To  re- 
move this  ill  im predion,  would 
have  been  evidently  an  object  of 
the  utmoft  importance  towards  the 
opening  of  a  negociation,  and  the 
hope  of  entering  into  a  treaty.  But 
if  the  accomplifhment  of  this  ap- 
peared to  be  an  impracticability, 
it  did  not  feem  a  very  unreafonable 
expectation,  that  the  character 
which  this  gentleman  had  acquired 
tn  his  political  capacity,  of  being 
an  avowed  friend  to  the  rights  and 
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conftitutional  liberties  of  America, 
further  flrengthened  and  confirmed 
by  the  known  principles  of  the  op- 
pofition  in  general,  with  whom  he 
had  fo  long  acted  in  parliament, 
might  produce  that  neceffary  de- 
gree of  confidence  in  a  private, 
which  unhappily  could  not  be  ob- 
tained in  a  public  negociation. 

Under  fome  o£  thefe,  and  per- 
haps other  ideas,  he  endeavoured 
to  commence  or  renew  a  private 
correfpondence  with  feveral  mem* 
bers  of  the  Congrefs,  and  other 
perfons  of  confederation.  Thus  in, 
fact,  endeavouring  to  eflablifh  a 
double  fyflem  of  negociation  ;  the 
one,  oflenfible,  with  the  Congrefs 
at  large  ;  the  other,  unfeen  and 
private,  with  individuals  whofe  in- 
fluence might  not  only  facilitate, 
but  even  in  fome  degree  direct, 
the  proceedings  of  the  former. 
Some  of  thefe  letters,  which  have 
been  publifhed,  feem  rather  of  an 
unufual  call,  confidering  the  pecu- 
liar circumflances  and  fituation  of 
the  writer.  While,  as  a  common 
friend  to  both  countries,  he  pa- 
thetically lamented  their  mutual 
calamities,  he  feemed  no  way  fpar- 
ing  in  his  cenfure  of  the  conduct 
and  meafures  on  the  fide  of  govern- 
ment which  led  to  the  prefent 
troubles ;  nor  did  he  any  more  fup- 
port  the  juftice  of  the  original 
claims  fet  up  by  the  mother  coun- 
try, than  he  did  the  prudence  or 
policy  of  endeavouring  to  enforce 
them.  Upon  the  whole,  he  ufed 
a  freedom  with  the  authority  under 
which  he  acted,  not  cuflomary  with 
thofe  entrufled  with  delegated 
power,  and  afforded  fuch  a  degree 
of  approbation  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Americans  in  the  pad  refinance 
which  they  had  made  to  it,  as  is 
feldom  granted  by  negociators  to 

[B]  2  their 
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their  opponents.  But  it  was  per- 
haps not  ill  fitted  to  confirm  that 
character  of  neutrality,  which  might 
have  helped  him  to  in  fin  u  ate  him- 
felf  into  the  minds  of  the  Ame- 
ricans. 

However   right    the    principles 
might 'be,   upon  which  this  infi- 
nuating  {theme  of  conciliation  was 
adopted,  its  effects  were  rather  un- 
toward ;  and  the  Congrefs  affected 
to  confider  it  in  a  very  different 
point  of  view,  from  that  in  which 
it  had  been  wifhed  or  intended  to 
be  placed.     The  fir  ft  inftance  of 
this  difpofition  that  appeared,  was 
in  a  resolution  paffed  by  the  Con- 
grefs, about  a  week  after  their  firft 
communication    with    the    Com- 
jnifTioners.     In  this*   after  ftating 
Amply  as  a  fact,  and  without  any 
particular  direction,  that  many  let- 
ters addreffed  to  individuals  of  the 
United  States,  had  been  lately  re- 
ceived through  the  conveyance  of 
the  enemy,  and  that  fome  of  thefe 
were  found  to  contain  ideas,  infi- 
dioufly  calculated  to  divide  and 
delude  the  people ;  they,  therefore, 
earneflly  recommended  to  the  go- 
vernments of  the  refpective  dates, 
*  and  ftrictly  directed  tfce  commander 
in  chief,  and  other  officers,  to  take 
the  moflt  effectual  meafures  for  put- 
ting a  top  to  fo  dangerous  and 
criminal  a  correfpondence. 

This  was  followed  by  a  refolu- 
.  .tion  in  the  beginning  of  July,  that 
all  letters  of  a  public  nature,  re- 
ceived by  any  members  of  Con- 
grefs, from  the  agents,  or  other 
fubjects  of  the  King  of  Great-firi- 
tain,  mould  be  laid  before  that 
tody.  It  need  fcarcely  be  doubted, 
that  the  contents  of  thefe  objects 
of  enquiry  were  already  well 
known  ;  but  this  meafure  afforded 
ft  function  to  the  difclofurc  of  pri- 


vate and   confidential    correfpftn-' 
dence,  which  was  indeed  necefTary 
to  leflen  its  odium,  and  at  the  fame 
time  held  out  authorized  ground 
to  the  Congrefs,  whereon  to  found 
their  intended  fuperftructure.    Se- 
veral letters  being  accordingly  laid 
before   them,    a    pafTage   in   one, 
from  Governor  Johnftone  to  Ge- 
neral Jofeph  Reed,  and  in  another, 
from  that,  gentleman  to  Mr.  Mor- 
ris,  together  with  an  account  given 
by  General  Reed,  of  a  verbal  mef- 
fage  or  propofal  delivered  to  him 
by  a  lady,  afforded  an  opportunity 
to  Congrefs  for  entering  into  thofe 
violent  meafuresy  by  which  they 
interdicted  all  intercourfe  and  cor- 
refpondence with  Mr.  Johnftone. 

The  firft  of  thefe  exceptionable 
pafTage s,  went  no  farther  than  a 
fort  of  general  proportion,    that 
the  man  who  could  be  inftrumental 
in  reftoring  harmony  between  both 
countries,  would  deierve  more  from 
all  the  parties  concerned  in  or  af* 
fected  by  the  quarrel  and  recon- 
ciliation, "  than  ever  yet  was  be- 
**.  flowed  on  human  kind."— The 
fecond,  in  the  letter  to  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, was  more  particular.     After  a 
complimentary  declaration,  of  be- 
lieving the  men  who  conducted  the 
affairs  of  America  incapable  of  be- 
ing influenced .  by  improper  mo- 
tives, it,  however,  proceeds  upon 
the  fubject  of  the  negociation  in 
the  following  terms;—"  But  in 
"all    fuch   t  ran  factions   there  is 
"  rifque ;  and  J  think*  that  who- 
"  ever  ventures  mould  be  fecured, 
"  at  the  fame  time  that  honour 
"  and  emolument  fhotfld  naturally 
€(  follow  the  fortune  of  thofe  who 
"  have   fleered  the  veflel  in  the 
"-  ftorm,  and  brought  her  fafely 
"  to  port.  I  think  that  Wafhingto* 
"  and  the  Present  have  a  right 
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*. to  every  favour  that  grateful 
"  nations  can  beftow,  if  they  could 
"  once  more  unite  our  interefts, 
"  and  (pare  the  mifcries  and  de- 
ft  vacations  of  war.'* 

But    the  tran faction  in   which 
the  lady,  was  concerned,  afforded 
the  principal  ground  for  that  in- 
dignation and  refentment  exprefed 
by  the  Congrefs.    This  matter,  as 
ftated  by  General  Reed,  went  to  a 
propofal  of  engaging  die  intereft 
of  that  gentleman  in   promoting 
the  object  of  the  commiffion,  viz. 
a  reunion  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, in   which  event,   he  fhould 
receive  an  acknowledgment  from 
government  of  ten  thou  land  pounds 
sterling;  together  with  any  office 
in  his  Majefty's  gift  -in  the  colo- 
nies.    To  which,  Mr.  Reed,  find- 
ing (as  he  fays)  that  an  anfvver  was 
expected,  replied,  that,  "  he  was 
•"  not  worth  purchasing ;  butfuch 
*'  as  he  was,  the  King  of  Great- 
•"  Britain  was  not  rich  enough  to 
■"  do  it." 

.        •      .  '  The  Congrefs  if- 

Aug.  nth,     foed  a  decfamion> 

177  '  including  three  re- 

folutibns,  upon  the  fubject,  which 
(hey  fent  by  a  flag  to  the  Britifli 
Commiwoners  at  New- York.  The 
declaratory  part  contained  a  recital 
at  length  of  thofe  paffages  in  the 
letters  which  we  have  taken  notice 
of,  together  with  the  particulars 
of  the  converfation  which  had  pafled 
between  Mrs.  Fergufon,  the  lady 
in  queftion,  and  General  Reed.  By 
<he    fefblutions    they    determine, 
That  thecorvtenxs  of  the  faid  para- 
graphs,   and    the    particulars    in 
Reed's  declaration,  cannot  but  be 
coniidered    as    direct   attempts   to 
corrupt  and  bribe  the  Congrefs  of 
•  the    United    States    of   America, 
That,  as  they  feel,  &  they  ought 


to  demon  ft  rate,  the  higheft  and 
moft  pointed  indignation  againft 
fuch  daring  and  atrocious  attempts 
to  corrupt  their  integrity.— And, 
"  That  it  is  incompatible  with 
"  the  honour  of  Congrefs  t6  hold 
■'  any  manner  of  correfpondence 
*4  or  intercourfe  with  the  faid 
'*  George  Johnftone,  Bfq;  efpe- 
if  cially  to  negotiate  with  him 
"  upon  affairs,  in  which  the  caufe 
**  of  liberty  and  virtue  is  inte- 
"  rtbed." 

Thefe  proceedings  drew  out  an 
exceedingly  angry  and  vehement 
declaration  from  the  gentleman  in 
queftion ;  in  which,  whatever  fuffi- 
cient  caufe  he  had  for  indignation, 
and    refentment,    the    immediate 
operations  of  pailion  were,  perhaps, 
rather  too  apparent.     Thofe  per- 
fons,  and  that  body,  which  were 
lately  held  up  as  examples  of  virtse 
and  patriotism  to  all  mankind,  and 
whofe  names  feemed  to  be  equalled 
with   the  moft  celebrated  in   an- 
tiquity; were  now,  not  only  found 
to  be  deftitute  of  every  virtue  un- 
der    heaven  ;    but    were    erectly 
charged  with  being  the  betrayers 
and  deftroyefs  of  their  country ; 
with   acting   directly   contrary   to 
the  fenfe  and  opinion  of  the  people 
in  general,  and  of  facrificing  their 
deareft  interefts  to  the   molt    un- 
worthy and  ba,fe  motives ;  and  with 
deluding    their    anhappy    confti- 
tuents,  and  leading  them  blindfold 
to  irretrievable  ruin.    After  charg- 
ing the  Congrefs  with  forgetting 
every  principle  of  virtue  and  li- 
berty, it  creates  no  furprize  that 
he  declares  himfelf  indifferent  as 
to  their  good  opinion  ;   nor  that 
their  refolution  was  fo  far  from  be- 
ing a  matter  of  offence  to  him,  that 
he  rather  con  fide  red  it  as  a  mark 
of  diftinction. 
I*J  3  With 
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With   refpect  to   the    facts    or 
charges   ftated   by    the    Congrefs, 
they  are  neither  abfolutely  denied, 
nor  acknowledged,  by  Mr.  John- 
ftone  in  this  piece;  he  confequcntly 
does  not  enter  into  any  judication 
of  his  own  conduct ;  but  declares 
a  refervation  to  himfelf  of  the  li- 
berty, if  he  fhould  think  proper, 
of  publishing,  before  he  left  Ame- 
rica,   fuch  a  j  unification,   again  ft 
the  afperfions  thrown  on  his  cha- 
racter.    He  alfo  feems  indirectly 
to  deny  the  charge,  by  attributing 
the  refolutions  to  the  malice  and 
treachery  of  the  Congrefs,  who  in-' 
tended  them  only  for  the  purpofes 
of  inflaming  their  wretched  con- 
fticuents  to  endure  all  the  calami- 
ties of  war,  and  as  a  means  for 
continuing  their  delufion,  thereby 
to  fruftrate  all   trre    good  effects 
intended  by  the  commiflion  for  the 
reftoration  of  tranquillity.     But  to 
defeat  their   purpofes  in  this  re- 
fpect, he  declared,  that  he  mould 
for  the  future  decline  acting  as  a 
commiffioner,  or  taking  the  fmalleft 
ihare  in  any  bufinefs,  whether  of 
negociation  or  other,  in  which  the 
Congiefs  mould  be  any  way  con- 
cerned. It  may  not  be  unneceffary 
here  to  obferve,  that  this  gentle- 
man afterwards  abfolutely  difowned 
the  particular  tran faction  with  Mr. 
Reed. 

The  tone  of  this*  publication, 
accorded  but  badly  with  the  high 
and  flattering  elogiums,  which  this 
gentleman  had  fo  lately  bellowed 
on  the  Americans,  in  thole  very 
letters  which  were  the  fubject  of 
the  prefent  conteft.  In  one  of 
thefe,  to  Mr.  Dana,  is  the  follow- 
ing remarkable  paffage  : — "  If  you 
"  follow  the  example  of  Britain  in 
€S  the  hour  of  her  pride,  infolence, 
' '  and  madnefs,  and  refufe  to  hear 
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•'  us,  I  ftill  expect,  fince  I  am 
"  here,  to  have  the  privilege  of 
"  coming  among  you,  and  feeing 
"  the  country  ;  as  there  are  many 
'*  men,  whofe  virtues  I  admire 
"  above  Greek  and  Roman  names, 
"  that  I  mould  be  glad  to  tell  my 
"  children  about."  The  fame  re* 
queft,  in  equivalent  terms,  appears 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Laurens,  the 
prefident;  and  in  that  to  General 
Reed,  among  other  not  diffimilar 
cxpreflions  are  the  following,*— 
"  Your  pen  and  your  fword  have 
*'  both  been  ufed  with  glory  and  ad* 
"  vantage  in  vindicating  the  rights 
"  of  mankind,  and  of  that  com* 
"  m unity  of  which  you  was  a 
"  part.  Such  a  conduct,  as.  the 
"  fir  ft  and  fuperior  of  all  human 
*\  duties,  muft  ever  command  my 
"  warmeft  friend  (hip  and  vene- 
"  ration." 

This  piece  from  the  Congrefs 
alfo  drew  out  a  declaration  in  an- 
fwer  from  the  other  Commiffion- 
ers,  viz.  Lord  Carlifle,  Sir  Hen- 
ry Clinton,  and  Mr.  Eden  ;  which 
went  to  a  total  and  folemn  difa- 
vowal,  fo  far  as  related  to  the 
prefent  fubjeft,  of  their  having 
had  any  knowledge,  directly  or 
indirectly,  of  thofe  matters  fpeci- 
fied  by  the  Congrefs.  They,  how- 
ever, took  care  at  the  fame  time  to 
guard  effectually  againft  any  in* 
ference  that  might  from  thence 
be  drawn,  of  their  implying  any 
aflent  to  the  conftruction  put  upon 
private  correfpondence  by  the 
Congrefs  ;  or  of  their  intimating 
thereby  a  belief,  that'  any  perfon 
could  have  been  authorized  to 
hold  the  conferfation  ftated  by 
that  body.  With  refpect  to  the 
charges  and  refolutions,  fo  far  as 
they  related  merely  to  their  late 
brother    commiffioner,    (hey    did 
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not  think  it  neceflary,  they  faid,  Britifh  Empire,  the  court  of  Ver- 
to  enter  into  any  explanation  of  failles,  merely  with  a  view,  of 
the  con  dud  of  a  gentleman,  whofe    prolonging    the  troubles,  and.  of 


abilities  and  integrity  did  not  re- 
quire their  vindication.  They 
however  gave  a  testimony  from 
their  own  knowledge  to  the  libe- 
rality of  his  general  fentiments, 
and  the  fair  and  equitable  princi- 


rendering  the  Colonies  inftru,- 
ments  to  (Gallic  ambition  and 
perfidy,  fuddenly  complied  with 
thofe  conditions,  and  iigned  thofe 
treaties,  which  fhe  had  before 
conftantly    and    difdainfully    re- 


ples  upon  which  he  had   wifhed    jeered. 

to  re  (lore  the  harmony,    and  to        They  then   proceeded  to  exa- 


eftabiifh  the  union,  between   the 
Mother  Country  and^the  Colonies, 
on  terms  mutually  beneficial. 
But   the  great  objects  of   this 


mine  the  validity  of  that  fan&ioa 
which  thofe  treaties  were  fuppof- 
ed  to  derive,  from  the  confirma- 
tion   which   they   had    fince    re- 


declaration,   as  well    as  of  that    ceived  in  America  ;    and  endea- 
iflued  by  0  over  nor  Johnftone,  and    voured  much  to  eftablifh  as  a  ge«- 


of  other  former  and  fubfequent 
publications,  were  to  defeat  the 
effect  of  the  French  treaties,  to 
concrovert  the  authority  of  the 
Congrefs,  with  refpe&  to  its  ac- 
ceptance or  confirmation  of  them, 
and  to  render  the  conduct  of  that 
body  fqfpicious  or  odious  to  the 
people.  For  thefe  purpofes,  hav- 
ing fir  ft  laid  it  down  as  an  incon- 
trovertible fact,  that  an  alliance 
with  France  was  totally  contrary 
to  the  interefts  of  America,  and 
muft  in  its  effects  prove  utterly 
fubverfive,  both  of  her  civil  and 
religious  rights,  they  then  pro- 
ceeded to  demonftrate,  that  fhe 
was  not    bound   in    honour,    nor 


neral  doctrine  and   opinion,  that 
the    Congrefs   had   far    exceeded 
their  powers,  both  in  that  refpect, 
and  in  their  laying  down  unrea- 
sonable and   inadmiffible  prelimi- 
naries,   as  an  infuperable  bar  to 
their  own    propofed   negociation, 
and  to  defeat,  without  hearing  or 
deliberation,      all     the    amicable 
purpofes  of  their  miffion.     They 
infifted,    that   the  Congrefs  were 
not   authorised   or  warranted,  by 
their  own  immediate  conftitution, 
to  take    fuch    decifive    meafures, 
and    finally    to   pronounce    upon 
queftions  of  fuch  infinite  and  lafl- 
ing  importance,  without  recurring 
to  the  general  fenfe  of  the  people, 
tied    down   by    any    principle    of    and  receiving  the  opinion  and  in- 
public    faith,    to  adhere  to  thofe     ftructions  of  their  conftituents,  af- 


treaties.  In  fupport  of  this  doc- 
trine, they  endeavoured  to  efta- 
blifh as  proof,  that  the  French 
conceffions  owed  their  origin  en- 
tirely to  the  conciliatory  propofi- 
tions  of  Great  Britain.  For  that 
being  well  aware  of  the  returning 
union,  felicity  and  ftrength,  which 
the  lenient  conduct  of  the  crown 
and  parliament  would  immedi- 
ately   introduce    throughout    the 


ter  a  full  and  open  difcuffion  of 
the  different  fubje&s  in  their  re- 
fpective  affemblies. 

Upon  this  ground,  they  point- 
ed all  their  artillery  directly  a- 
gainft  the  Congrefs ;  whom  they 
charged  with  betraying  the  truft 
repofed  in  them  by  their  confli- 
tuents,  with  acting  contrary  to 
the  general  fenfe  of  the  people, 
and  with  facrificing  their  interefts 
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and  fafety,  to  their  own  ambi-  lion  of  the  evidence.  Bat  not  ft- 
tioas  views  and  interefted  defigns.  tisfied  with  apparently  gaining 
Indeed,  however  ftrange  it  may  this  point*  '  they  undertook  to 
appear,  there  Teems  no  doubt,  prove  the  direct  reverie  of  the  pro- 
that  notwithstanding  the  repeated  pofition,  and  pretended  to  mew, 
trials  which  the  long  continued,  that  the  Britiftx  cenceffions,  in- 
various,  and  extenfive  operations  ftead  of  being  the  caufe,  were 
of  the  war  had  feemed  tp  afford,  the  immediate  *  effect,  of  die 
of  the  difpofition  of  the  people  in  French  negociation  and  treaties, 
fo  many  Colonies,  the  Commif-  It  was  fhrewdly  obferved  in  one  of 
fioners  themfelves  were  fully  per-  tbefe  publications,  that  the  Com- 
fuaded,  that  a  vaft  majority  of  miffioners,  who  now  totally  deni- 
them  were  firmly  attached  to  the  ed  that  the  Congrefs  had  any 
Britifh  government,  and  totally  power  or  authority  to  conclude  the 
adverfe  to  the  rebellion.  It  is,  French  treaties,  had  themfelves 
however,  to  be  confidered,  that  proposed  to -enter  into 'a  treaty 
all  the  information  they  could  re-  with  that  very  body  ;  and  that  the 
ceive  on  the  fubject,  was  through  uncommon  chagrin  and  difap- 
the  medium  of  men,  whofe  minds  pointment  which  they  openly  a- 
were  violently  heated,  by  their  vowed  upon  meeting  with  a  refufal, 
Sufferings,  their  loftes,  their  hopes,  was  a  fufficient  teftimony,  how 
their  loyalty,  and  undoubtedly  in  fully  they  were  fatisfied  of  its 
many  inftances,  by  their  private  competence  to  that  purpofe. 
and  party  animofities.  In  refuting  what  they  aiTerted 
f  he  Congrefs,  and  thofe  who  as  errors  of  fact  on  the  part  of  the 
wrote  in  their  defence,  and  ap-  C6m  miffioners,  fome  of  thefe  wri- 
parently  with  authority,  contro-  ters  did  not  fcrupie  to  avail  them- 
verted  thefe  pofition s,  the  infe-  felyes  pf  the  fame  inftrument,  and  * 
rences  drawn  from  them,  and  the  aflerted  things  which  were  not 
fads  they  were  founded  on.  They  true,  or  which  are  at  leaft  highly 
fir  ft  attacked  the  pofition  which  improbable.  Particularly,  that  to 
would  naturally  operate  with  moft  bribe  the  acquiefcence  of  France 
force  upon  the  minds  and  opinions  in  the  ruin  of  America,  that  pow- 
.  of  men,  viz.  that  the  conclufion  er  was  offered  a  ceffion  of  fome 
of  the  French  treaties  was  en-  considerable  part  of  our  Eaff  India 
tirely  owing  to  the  conciliatory  pofteffions,  and  the  fame  privi- 
propofitions  held  out  by  the  Bri-  leges  and  advantages  on  the  Coaft 
tifh  parliament.  This  they  af-  '  of  Africa,  which  were  enjoyed  by 
ferted  to  be  contradicted  by  fa£s  the  fubjeets  of  England, 
and  dates ;  and  this  point  was  Although  the  Com  miffioners  did 
ftrongly  urged  by  the  American  not  expect  that  the  fafts  or  argu- 
popular  writers,  particularly  Mr.  ments  ftated  in  their  declarations, 
I)  ray  ton,  and  the  author  of  a  ce-  would  produce  any  ferviceable  ef- 
jebrated  publication,  entitled,  feet  in  the  conduct  of  the  Con- 
front tfye  fignature,  Common  Serr/e,  grefs,  it  was  ftill  hoped,  that  they 
who  with  great  induftry  pointed  would  have  operated  powerfully 
put  to  the  public,  the  defective-  upon  the  people  at  large.  This 
nf&,   incoherence,  or  contratfic-  fource  of  hope  being  alfo  at  length. 
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txhaufted,  and  the  Commiffioners  ft  ruction,    home   to  the  moil  fc- 

convinced  by  experience,  that  the  queftered  fire-fide.     The  impracti~ 

defign  of  detaching  any  particular  cability  of  evading    the  dangers 

•  province,  or  large  collective  body  ariiing  from  Jituation  was  farther 

of  the  people,  fo  far  from  the  ge-  increafed,  by  that  mode  of  living 

neral  union  as  to  enter  into  a  pri-  in  fmal!,  open,    fcattered  towns 

-  vate  or  feparate  negociation,  was  and  villages,  which  the  nature 
as  fraitlefs,  as  the  attempt  of  open-  and  original  circumstances  of  the 
ing  a  treaty  with  the  Congreis  in  country  had  prefcribed  to  the  in- 

-  the  name  of  the  whole,  had  al-  habitants. 

ready   proved    ineffectual,   deter-  The  Commiffioners    Oct.  3d. 
mined    totally   to    change    their  accordingly  iffued  and       177$, 
mode    of  conduct,     and    to    de-  publifhed    that  fignal  valedictory 
nounce  hostility    and  deft  ruction,  manifefto  and  proclamation,  which 
in   their    moft  terrific   forms,    to  has  fin ce  been  an  obj eel  of  fo  much 
thofe  who  had  rejected  conciliation  difcuflion  at    home  and  abroad 5 
and  friendfhip.      The  operations  and  which  has  afforded  a  fubject, 
of  terror  might    poffibly  produce  that  was  no  lefs  agitated  in  both 
thofe   effects,    which   the    fmooth  Houfes  of  the  Britifri  Parliament, 
language  of  peace  was  found  in-  than  in  the  American  Congrefs.    * 
capable  of  attaining  :    or,  if  the  In  that  piece,  they  entered  into 
lols  of  America  was  inevitable,  it  a  long  recapitulation  of  fads  and 
was  determined  to  render  it  of  as  arguments  which  had  been  gene- 
little  value  to  ics  prefent  and  fu-  rally  Hated  in  former  declarations, 
ture  poffeflbrs  as  poflible.  relative  to  the  French  treaties,  the 
The  partizans  of  the  predatory  conduft   and  views  of  the  Con- 
fcheme  in   England,  from   whom  grefs,  their  criminal  obftinacy  in 
this  idea  feems   to  betaken,   af-  rejecting  all  propofals  of  accom- 
ferted,  that  the  nature  of  the  coun-  modation,  and  their  total  incom- 
try  expofed  it  more  to  the  ravage  petency,  whether  with   refpect  to 
of  fuch  a  war  as  was  intended  or  the  conclufion  of  treaties  on  the 
threatened,  than    perhaps  any  o-  one  hand,  or  to  their  rejection  on 
ther  upon  the  face  of  the  globe,  the  other.     With  an  enumeration 
Its  vaft  line  of  fea  coaft  was  inde-  of  their  own  repeated  endeavours 
fenfible    by    any    poflible    means,  for   the  reftoration    of  tranquility 
again  ft   the   efforts   of   a  fuperior  and  happinefs  to  the  people,  and 
marine,  accompanied   by   fuch    a  a  review  of  the  great  advantages 
moderate  land  force,  as  would  be  held    out  by     the   equitable   and 
neceffary  for  the  purpofes  of  a  de-  conciliatory      propofitions     which 
fultory    and   exterminating    war;  they    had   made,    they    announce 
and    thofe    numberlefs    navigable  their  intention  of  fpeedily  return- 
creeks  and  rivers,    which  had  in  ing   to   England,    as,    under    the 
happier  days  conveyed  commerce  circumltances    of    treatment    and 
to  every  door,  and  fpread  plenty,  rejection  which   they  had  experi- 
independence,  and  induftry,  thro*  enccd,  their  longer  rhy  in  Ame- 
every  cottage,  now  afforded  equal  rica  would  bo  as  incoBfiftent  with 
means  and  facility,  for  the  carry-  their  own   dignity,    as  with   that 
ing  of  fudden  and  inevitable  de-  of  the   authority  which  they  re* 

pre- 
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pre  fen  ted*  They,  however,  held 
out  during  the  remainder  of  their 
flay,  the  fame  favourable  condi- 
tions, and  fhould  ftill  retain  the 
fame  conciliatory  difpoficion  and 
fentiments,  which  they  had  hi- 
therto propofed  or  man ife fled. 

The  Commiffioners then  thought 
it  neceflary  to  inform  and  warn 
the  people,  of  the  total  and  ma- 
terial change   which   was  to  take 
place,    in    the   whole  nature  and 
future  conduct  of  the  war,  if  they 
fhould  ftill  perfevere  in  their  obfti- 
nacy ;    more    efpecially,    as   that 
was  founded  upon   the  pretended 
alliance  with  France.     Upon  this 
fubjeft    they  expreffed   themfclves 
as  follows  :  "  The  policy,  as  well 
"  as   the    benevolence  of   Great 
"  Britain,  had    hitherto   checked 
#<  the    extremes    of    war,    when 
"  they  tended  to  diftrefs  a  people, 
€t  ftill   confidered   as    fellow- fub- 
"  je&s,  and  to  defolate  a  coun- 
"  try,  fhortly  to  become  again   a 
"  fource   of   mutual    advantage ; 
ff  but  when  that  country  profefTes 
"  the  unnatural  defign,   not  only 
"of  eftrangingherfelf  from    us, 
"  but  of  mortgaging  herfelf  and 
"  her  refources  to  our  enemies, 
*'  the  whole  conteft  is  changed  ; 
fS  and    the  queftion  is,   how    far 
"  Great   Britain   may,  by   every 
*'  means  in  her  power,  deftroy  or 
ft  render    ufelefs,     a    connexion 
ft  contrived  for  her  ruin,  and  for 
"  the  aggrandizement  of  France. 

"  Under  fuch  circumftances, 
*'  the  laws  of  felf-prCfervation 
"  mufl  direft  the  conduct  of 
?'  Great  Britain  ;  and,  if  the 
*s  Britifh  Colonies  are  to  become 
?'  an  acceffion  to  France,  v/ill  di- 
"  reft  her  to  render  that  acccf. 
"  fion  of  as  little  avail  as  pojfi. 
*'  blc  to  her  enemy." 


The  firft  ad  of  the  Con  -  . 
grefs  in  confequenec  of  this  ',  • 
manifefto,  was  ,a  cautionary  de- 
claration or  notice  to  the  public, 
ftating,  that  as  there  was  every 
reafon  to  exped,  that  their  unna- 
tural enemies,  defpairing  of  be- 
ing able  to  enilave  and  fubdue 
fhem  by  open  force,  would,  as 
the  laft  effort,  ravage,  bum, 
and  deftroy  every  city  and  town 
on  that  continent,  which  they 
could  come  at ;  they  therefore 
ftrongly  recommended  to  all  thoie 
people,  who  lived  in  places  expe~ 
fed  to  their  ravages,  immediately 
to  build  huts,  at  the  diftance  of  at 
Jeaft  thirty  miles  from  their  prefect 
habitations,  whither  they  were  to 
convey  their  wives,  children,  cat- 
tle, and  effects,  with  all  who  were 
incapable  of  bearing  arms,  on 
the  firft  alarm  of  ^Jie  enemy, 

So  far,   the  policy  of  the  mea- 
fure  was  prudent  and  juftifiable ; 
but    the  following  claufe  of  this 
public    inftrument,    however    co- 
loured by  a  difplay  of  humanity, 
confined  merely  to  terms,  towards 
its    conclusion,    or  even    covered 
under  the  pretence   of  being   in- 
tended only   to  operate  in  terro- 
rem,  can  fcarcely  eicape  condem- 
nation, as  being  exceedingly  re- 
prehenfible  and  unjuft  in  its  prin- 
ciple.    The  refolution  is  couched 
in     the     following     words,     viz. 
"  That    immediately    when    the 
"  enemy  begin  to  burn  or  deftroy 
"  any  town,  it  be  recommended 
"  to  the  people  of  thefe  ftates,  to 
"  fet  fire,  to  ravage,    burn  and 
"  deftroy,    the   houfes  and   pro- 
"  perties  of  all  Tories,  and  enc- 
"  mies  to  the  freedom  and  inde- 
"  pendence  of  America,  and  fe- 
"  cure  the  perfons  of  fuch,  fo  as 
"  to  prevent  them  from  affifting 

ft  to 
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"  the  enemy,  always  taking  care, 
"  not  co  treat  them  or  their  fami- 
"  lies-  with  any  wanton  cruelties, 
"  as  we  do  not  wifh,  in  this  par- 
"  ticular,  to  copy  after  our  ene- 
"  mies,  or  their  German,  negro, 
"  and  copper-coloured  allies." 

This  was  followed,  in  about 
three  weeks,  by  a  counter  mani- 
festo on  the  part  of  the  Congrefs, 
filled  with  bitternefs  and  acrimony. 
Jn  this  they  boaft,  that  iince  they 
could  not  prevent,  they  drove,  at 
Jeaft,  to  alleviate  the  calamities  of 
war;  had  iludied  to  fpare  thofe 
who  were  in  arms  againft  them, 
and  to  lighten  the  chains  of  cap- 
tivity. In  contrail  to  this  portrait 
of  their  own  conduct,  they  drew  a 
hideous  picture  of  thofe  enormities 
which  they  attributed  to  the  other 
fide.  They  charge  their  enemy 
with  having  laid  wafte  the  open 
country,  burned  the  defencelefs 
villages,  ind  having  butchered  the 
citizens  of  America.  That  their 
prifons  had  been  the  flaughter- 
houfes  of  her  foldiers,  their  (hips 
of  her  feamen,  and,  that  the  fe- 
vereit  injuries  had  been  aggravated 
by  the  groffeft  infults.  That, 
foiled  in  their  vain  attempt  to 
fubjugate  the  unconquerable  fpirit 
of  freedom,  they  had  meanly  af- 
failed  the  reprefentatives  of  Ame- 
rica with  bribes,  with  deceit,  and 
with  the  fervility  of  adulation. 

As  a  fpecimen  of  the  fpirit 
which  infpired  this  piece,  and  the 
acrimony  with  which  it  abounds, 
we  mall  give  the  following-paffage 
in  their  own  language — "  They 
"  have  made  a  mock  of  humanity, 
"  by  the  wanton  deftrudtion  of 
"  men :  they  have  made  a  mock 
"  of  religion,  by  impious  appeals 
"  to  God,.whilftin  the  violation 
"  of  his  facred  commands :  they 
"  have  made    a   mock  even  of 
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reafon  itfelf,  by  endeavouring 
to  prove,  that  the  liberty  and 
happinefs  of  America  could 
fafely  be  entrufted  to  thofe  who 
have  fold  their  own,  unawed 
by  the  fenfe  of  virtue,  or  of 
fhame."' 

They  conclude  the  piece  .with 
the  following  threat  of  retaliation. 
But  fince  their  incorrigible  dis- 
positions cannot  be  touched  by 
kindnefs  and  compaffion,  it  be- 
comes our  duty  by  other  means 
to  vindicate  th,e  rights  of  hu- 
manity." 

"  We,  therefore,  the  Congrefs 
of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, do  folemnly  declare  and 
proclaim,  that  if  our  enemies 
prefume  to  execute  their  threats, 
or  per fift  in  their  prefent  career 
of  barbarity,  we  will  take  fuch 
exemplary  vengeance  as  (hail 
deter  others  from  a  like  con- 
duel.  We  appeal  to  that  God 
who  fearcheth  the  hearts  of  men, 
for  the  rectitude  of  our  inten- 
tions. And  in  his  holy  pre- 
fence  we  declare,  that  as  we  are 
not  moved  by  any  light  and 
hafty  fuggeftions  of  anger  or  re- 
venge, fo  through  every  pof- 
fible  change  of  fortune,  we  will 
adhere  to  this  our  determina- 
tion. " 

Thus,  unhappily,  did  the  fe- 
cond  commimon  for  the  reftoration 
of  peace  in  America,  prove  as  fu- 
tile in  the  event  as  the  former. 
Although  it  wduld  be  too  much  to 
affirm,  that  any  propofal  made  by 
the  coram  iflioners,  or  any  circum- 
ftances  attending  their  million, 
could  have  been  productive  of  the 
defired  effect,  after  the  conclufion 
of  the  French  treaties ;  it  would 
however  feem,  that  nothing  could 
have  been  more  untoward  in  point 
of  time,  and   more  fubverfive  of 

the 
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the  purpofcs  of  their  com  million, 
than  the  fadden  retreat  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, which  took  place  aim  oft 
at  the  inftant  of  its  being  opened. 
However  necefTary  this  meafure 
night  have  been,  confidered  in  a 
military  view,  the  difgrace  of  a 
retreat,  and  the  loft  of  a  province, 
were  undoubtedly  omens  very  in- 
aufpicio os  to  the  opening  of  a  ne- 
gotiation. It  has  been  publicly 
/aid,  (however  ftrange  it  mud  ap- 
pear) that  one  of  the  com  mi f- 
Jfcmers,  at  leaft,  was  totally  unac- 
quainted, even  at  the  time  of  their 
arrival,  that  this  meafure  was  not 
only  intended,  but  that  the  orders 
for  its  execution  actually  accom- 
panied their  million. 


Fennfylvania,  and  the  borders  of 
Connecticut,  had  hitherto  endured 
all  the  calamities  of  war,  ic  for- 
tuned, that  the  northern  and  fou« 
thern,  as  well  as  the  more  interior 
colonies,  enjoyed  no  inconsiderable 
degree  of  general  tranquility.  The 
early  tranfa&ions  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Bofton,  the  attempt 
on  Charleftown,  Lord  Dunmore's 
adventures  in  Virginia,  with  the 
fubj  ligation  of  the  Tories  in  North 
and  South  Carolina,  being  the 
principal  exceptions  to  this  obfer-. 
vation.  The  continual  petty  ho- 
ftilities  carried  on  between  the  in- 
habitants of  .the  two  neighbouring 
weak  colonies,  of  Georgia  ana 
Eaft  Florida,  ferved,  however,  to 


As  if  Fortune  had  designed,  that    keep  the  rumour  of  war  alive  to 


this  commiffion  fhould  have  been 
diflinguifhed  in  every  part  of  its 
exigence  from  all  others,  it  was 
alfo  attended  with  the  lingular  cir- 
<um  fiance,  of  a  letter  from  the 
Marquis  De  la  Fayette,  (whofe 
military  conduct  had  placed  him 
very  high  in  the 'opinion  of  the 
Americans,  as  well  as  in  their  fer- 
vice)  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  chal- 


the  fouthward ;  and  an  expedition 
undertaken  in  the  fpring  of  this 
year  by  a  party  of  Americans, 
conveyed  its  effects  to  the  Miflifip- 
pi,  and  afforded  no  imali  caufe  af 
alarm,  to  the  whole  new  colony  of 
Weft  Florida,  which  had  hitherto 
been  totally  clear  of  the  general 
tumult. 
The  expedition  was,  however, 


lenging   that   nobleman,    as   fir  ft  confined  in  its  prefent  effect  to  its 

commiffioner,  to  the  field,  there  to  immediate  object,  which  only  ex- 

anfwer  in  his  own  perfon,  and  in  tended  to  the  reduction  of  theBri- 

fmgle  combat,  for  fome  harfhnefs  tifh   fettlements  in   that   country 

of  reflection  upon  the  conduct  of  which  had  formerly  belonged  to.  a 

the    French    court    and     nation,  diflinguifhed  Indian  nation  called 


which  had  appeared  in  thofe  pub- 
lic acts  or  instruments,  that  he  and 
his  brethren  had  ifTued  in  their  po- 
litical capacity.  It  is  aim  oft  need- 
le fs  to  obferve,  that  fuch  oropofal, 
which  could  only  be  excufed  by  na- 
tional levity,  or  the  heat  and  inex- 
perience of  youth,  was  rejected  by 
the  noble  Lord  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
drefTed,  with  the  flight  that  it  de- 
fcrved. 
Whilft  New  York,  the  Jerfies, 


Natches ;  who  many  years  before 
had  fallen  victims  to  European 
policy,  the  whole  people  having 
been  perfidioufly  exterminated  by 
the  French.  Thefe  fettlements 
were  under  the  government,  and 
confidered  as  a  part  of  Weft  Flo- 
rida ;  •  but  being  too  remote  for 
protection,  if  it  could Veven  have 
been  afforded,  the  inhabitants  pre- 
served their  property  by  furren- 
dering  without  refinance  to  a  Cap- 
tain. 
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tain  Willing*  who  commanded  the 
American  party,  and  who;  al- 
though they  Were  furpfized  and  to- 
tally in  his  power,  granted  them 
every  condition  which  they  re- 
quired, for  their  prefent  and  fu- 
ture fecurity.  It  fcems  by  the  ac- 
count, as  if  this  party  had  fallen 
down  the  Miffifippi  by  water  ;  but 
from  what  place  is  not  fpecified. 
It  is  probable,  and  feems  in  fome 
degree  confirmed  by  fubfequent 
events,  that  the  objects  of  this  ex- 
pedition were  not  confined  merely 
to  the  reduction  of  the  country  in 
queftion,  but  were  extended  to  the 
efUbliihment  of  an  intimate  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  Spaniards  at 
New  Orleans,  and  to  further  views 
upon  Weft  Florida. 

The  Hate  and  circumftances  ef 
the  war,  as  well  as  of  the  forces 
undet  his  command,  together  with  - 
the  winter  feafon,  which  reft  rained, 
if  it  did  not  entirely  fhut  up  en- 
tcrprize,  in  the  northern  and  cen- 
tral colonies,  afforded  an  opportu- 
nity to  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  year,  to 
direct  his  views  to  the  fouthward. 
The  recovery  of  the  province  of 
Georgia,  although  in  itfelf  nei- 
ther great  nor  powerful,  was  in 
various  refpe&s  a  matter  of  the 
nexnoft  importance.  Its  products 
were  indeed  confiderable,  and  ren- 
dered more  fo,  by  their  being 
greatly  wanted.  In  particular, 
nothing  could  be  more  efTential  to 
the  fupport  of  a  fleet  and  army,  at 
fo  great  a  diftance  from  their  prin- 
cipal fources  of  fupply,  than  its 
itaple  commodity,  rice,  which  was 
now  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  our 
enemies,  whether  in  Europe  or 
America.  The  pafTeflion  of  this 
province  would  alfo,  by  prefenting 
a  new  barrier  to  the  enemy,  re- 
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ljeve  Eaft  Florida  from  thofe  con* 
flant  alarms,  incurfions,  and  dan- 
gers, to  which  it  had  been  fo  long 
expofed.  And  the  two  Florida's, 
with  this,  would  all  together  form 
fuch  an  aggregate  eftablifhment  of 
ftrength  at  the  fouthern  extremity 
of  the  continent,  as  could  not  fail 
greatly  to  influence  the  future  ope- 
rations and  fortune  of  the  war. 

Important  as  thefe  objects  were, 
this  acquiHtion  held  out  one  ftill 
greater.  The  fouthern  colonic* 
produced  thofe  commodities  which 
were  moll  wanted  and  moft  va- 
luable in  the  European  markets* 
France  took  off  a  prodigious  quan- 
tity of  their  itaple  products ;  and 
the  quiet  and  fecurity  which  they 
had  hitherto  enjoyed,  admitted  fo 
vigorous  a  cultivation,  that  their 
export  trade  feemed  little  other- 
wife  aifecled  by  the  war,  than  what 
it  fuffei  ed  from  the  Britifh  cruizers. 
Thus,  in  effect,  the  continental 
credit  in  Europe  was  principally 
upheld  by  the  fouthern  colonies ; 
and  they  became  the  medium 
through  which  they  received  thofe 
fupphes,  that  were  not  only  indif- 
penfibly  necefTary  to  the  fupport  of 
the  war,  but  even  to  the  con- 
ducting of  the  common  bufinefs 
and  affairs  of  life.  The  recovery 
of  Georgia,  would  not  only  put 
an  end  to  that  quiet  and  fecurity 
upon  which  fo  much  depended,  but 
would  open  fo  wide  a  door  into 
South  Carolina,  as  could  never  be 
effectually  clofed  whilil  it  was  held 
by  a  vigorous  enemy  ;  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  vicinity  of  Charlef- 
town  would  conftantly  expofe  it  to 
his  enterprize,  and  that  the  fate  of 
the  whole  colony  inevitably  hung 
upon  that  of  the  capital. 

All  thefe  important  confequen- 
ces,  and  perhaps  others,  were  fully 

compre- 
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comprehended  by  the  General ; 
and  the  time  and  feafon  ferving,  he 
entrufted  the  conduct  of  the  expe- 
dition in  the  land  department,  fo 
far  as  it  was  undertaken  from  New 
York,  to  Colonel  Campbell,  a 
brave  and  able  officer,  whofe  mif- 
fortune  of  being  taken  with  a  part 
of  his  regiment  on  their  pafTage  to 
America,  as  well  as  his  fubfe- 
quent  fufferings  under  a  long  con- 
finement near  Bofton,  we  have  for- 
merly feen.  The  force  appointed 
to  ad  under  this  gentleman's  com- 
mand, confided  of  the  71ft  "regi- 
ment of  foot,  two  battalions  of 
Heflians,  fpur  of  provincials,  and 
a  detachment  of  the  royal  artil- 
lery. 

The  tranfports,  with  this  force, 
failed  from  Sandy  Hook,  on  the 
27th  of  November  1778;  being 
efcorted  by  a  fmall  fquadron  of 
fhips  of  war,  under  the  command 
of  Commodore  Hyde  Parker.  In 
the  mean  time,  inftructions  had 
been  communicated  to  Major  Ge- 
neral Prevoft,  who  commanded  the 
troops  in  Eaft  Florida,  to  collect 
all  the  force  that  could  poffibly  be 
fpared,  from  the  mere  neceftary. 
defence  of  the  fort  and  garrifon  of 
St.  Auguftine,  and  to  fecond  the 
views  of  the  expedition,  by  a  vi- 
gorous invafion  of  the  province  of 
Georgia  on  that  fide,  and  by  even 
endeavouring  to  penetrate  fo  far, 
as  to  be  able  to  co-operate  imme- 
diately with  Colonel  Campbell,  in 
his  intended  attack  on  the  capital 
town  of  Savannah. 

It  does  not  feem  from  any  thing 
that  appears,  that  the  Americans 
were  aware  of  the  object  of  this 
'enterprize ;  or,  perhaps,  thg  great- 
nefs  of  'the  diftance,  prevented 
their  being  able  to  take  any 
meafure  for  defeating  its  effect. 


The  fleet  arrived  at  the  n  •  4 
ifland  of  Tybee,  near  UeC'  2^4 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Savannah, 
in  fomething  under  a  month.  On 
the  following  day,  the  Commo- 
dore, with  the  greater  part  of  the 
tranfports,  got  over  the  bar,  and 
anchored  in  the  river,  within  the 
Light  Houfe  of  Tybee ;  but,  from 
fome  unavoidable  circumftances  of 
delay,  it  was  not  until  the  27th 
that  they  were  there  joined  by  the 
reft  of  the  fleet.  The  commanders 
being  totally  ignorant  of  the  force 
of  the  enemy,  and  of  the  ftate  of 
defence  which  they  were  to  en~ 
counter,  feized  this  opportunity  of 
delay,  in  endeavouring  to  procure 
intelligence.  For  this  purpofe,  a 
company  of  light  infantry,  with  a 
naval  officer  and  failors,  were  dif- 
patched,  in  two  flat  boats,  up  one 
of  the  creeks,  and  had  the  fortune 
of  feizing  and  bringing  off  two 
men,  who  afforded  the  moft  fatif- 
factory  information.  The  com- 
manders were  now  acquainted, 
that  the  batteries  which  had  been 
conftructed  for  the  defence  of  the  ' 
river,  had  been  fo  much  neglected, 
as  to  be  grown  out  of  repair^  and 
condition ;  and,  that  there  were 
very  few  troops  in  the  town,  but 
that  re-inforcements  were  daily 
expected*  They  alfo  gave  fuch 
exact  information/  of  the  fitua- 
tion  of  two  row  gallies,  which 
had  been  armed  for  the  defence  of 
the  river,  as  afforded  means  after 
for  cutting  off  their  retreat,  by  any 
of  thofe  numerous  creeks  which  in- 
ter feet  that  country. 

Upon  this  intelligence,  the  com- 
manders determined  to  lofe  no 
time  in  the  profecution  of  their 
enterprize.  Colonel  Campbell  had 
already  feized  the  opportunity  af- 
forded by  the  delay,  in  making  « 

new 
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new  2nd  advantageous  arrange- 
ment with  refpect  to  part  of  his 
force.  He  had  formed  two  corps 
of  light  infantry,  which  were 
drawn  from  the  provincial  batta- 
lions, and  attached  one  of  thefe 
to  Sir  James  Baird's  light  com- 
pany, of  the  71ft  (Highlanders), 
and  the  other  to  Captain  Cameron's 
company,  of  the  fame  regiment. 
A  meafure  excellently  calculated, 
to  transfufe  the  fpirit,  vigour,  and 
confidence  of  veteran  troops,  equal- 
ly inured  to  danger  and  to  victory, 
to  thofe  who  being  yet  raw,  were 
diffident  of  their  own  powers,  from 
mere  ignorance  of  their :  effect. 

Every  thing  being  in  due  pre- 
paration, the  Vigilant  led  the 
way  up  the  river,  on  the  28th, 
being  attended  by  the  Greenwich 
and  Keppel  armed  veffels,  and 
followed  by  the  tranfports,  who 
formed  three  divifions,  in  the  order 
eftablifhed  by  the  commanders  for 
defcent.  At  the  fame  time  the 
Comet  bomb-galley  was  fent  up 
the  fouth  channel,  to  prevent  the 
enemy's  row-gallies  from  efcaping 
by  the  inland  navigations.  On 
finding  that  the  battery  on  a  place 
called  Salters  Ifland,  was  totally 
deferted  by  the  enemy,  the  armed 
vefTels  pufhcd  forward  towards  the 
intended  landing  place;  but  a 
number  of  the  tranfports  had 
grounded  on  the  Flats  by  the  way, 
which  necefTarily  retarded  for  forne 
time  the  landing.  The  activity 
and  judgm en  t  of  Captain  Stanhope 
of  the  navy,  who  acted  as  a  vo- 
lunteer in  this  fervice,  obviated 
this  difficulty,  as  far  as  its  nature 
would  admit.  Having  undertaken 
the  command  of  the  flat  boats,  he 
embarked  the  whole  firft  divifion  of 
the  troops  with  fuch  celerity,  that 
he  joined  the  Vigilant  with  very 


little  lofs  of  time,  after  fhe  had 
taken  that  flation  which  the  (hal- 
lownefs  df  the  water  would  admit, 
at  about  random  cannon  (hot  dif- 
tance  from  the  landing  place.  It 
was,  however,  then  dark ;  and  the 
enemy's  fires  (hewing  that  they  had 
taken  poll:,  and  intended  defence, 
the  landing  was  deferred  until 
morning. 

The  deftined  landing  place  was 
a  poll  of  great  importance;  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  of  accefs ;  and 
which  was  accordingly  capable  of 
being  eafily  put  in  fuch  a  (late  of 
defence,  as  might  have  effectually 
refitted  a  vaft  fuperiority  of  force. 
But  it  was  the  firft  practicable 
landing  place  on  the  Savannah 
river,  the  whole  country  between 
it  and  Tybee  being  a  continued 
tract  of  deep  marfh,  interfered  by 
the  extenfive  creeks  of  St.  Au- 
guftine  and  Tybee,  befides  a  num- 
ber of  other  cuts  of  deep  water, 
which  wereimp'aflable  by  troops  at 
any  time  of  the  tide. 

The  firft  divifion  of  the  troops, 
confiiting  of  all  the  light  infantry 
of  the  army,  the  New  York  vo- 
lunteers, and  the  firft  battalion  of 
the  71ft  regiment,  under  the  con- 
duct of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mait- 
land,  were  landed  at  break  of  day. 
From  the  landing  place,  a  narrow 
caufeway  of  fix  hundred  yards  in 
length,  with  a  ditch  on  each  fide,, 
led  through  a  rice  fwamp  to  one 
Gerridoc's  houfe,  which  flood 
upon  a  kind  of  blunt  and  abrupt 
.^promontory,  called  in  fea  lan- 
guage a  bluff,  rifing  confiderably 
above  the  level  of  the  rice-fwamp. 
The  light  infantry  under  Captain 
Cameron,  being  firft  landed, 
formed  directly,  and  pufhed  for- 
ward along  the  caufeway.  As 
they    approached    the   poft    they 

meant 


32]       ANNUAL   RE 

meant  to  attack;  they  received  a 
fmart  fire  of  muTquetry;  from  a 
fmall  party  of  about  fifty  rebels, 
to  whom  its  defence  had  been 
committed.  But  the  troops,  in- 
cenfed  at  the  lofs  of  their  Cap- 
tain, who  had  fallen  by  that 
fire,  afforded  them  no  time  for 
Charging  again,  fo  that  they  were 
a!  mod  in  dandy  difperfed  in  the 
woods. 

Thus,  after  fo  much  time  as  the 
enemy  had  for  preparation,  fo 
weak  or  confufed  were  their  coun- 
fels,  that  a  moil  difficult  landing 
place  was  fee u red  to  the  army, 
and  an  open  way  gained  to  their 
capital,  at  no  greater  expence  than 
the  lofs  of  one  brave  officer,  with 
about  half  a  dozen  private  men 
killed  or  wounded.  Colonel 
Campbell,  having  taken  a  view 
of  the  country  from  Gerridoe's 
farm,  difcovered  the  rebel  army, 
Under  Major  General  Robert 
liowe*  drawn  up  about  half  a 
mile  eafl  of  the  town  of  Savan- 
nah, with  feveral  pieces  of  can- 
non in  their  front.  He  was 
prompted  by  this  fight,  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  their  retiring  un- 
molefted  and  whole,  and  the  length 
of  fervice,  which  that  early  hour 
of  the  day  promifed  to  afford,  to 
pufh  forward  with  the  troops  al- 
ready landed,  and  to  expect  the 
remainder  as  they  could  come  up. 

The  commander  in  chief  ac- 
cordingly, having  left  a  detach- 
ment to  guard  the  landing  place, 
advanced  directly  towards  the 
enemy*  When  the  army  had 
patted  a  crofs  road,  which  inter- 
fered the  great  one  leading  to  the 
town,  the  divifion  of  the  Wif- 
fenbach  regiment  was  left  to  take 
poll  at  that  place,  both  in  order 
so  cover  the  rear,  and  to  preferve 
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the  communication  with  the  land* 
ing  place,  'fhe  troops  then  ad- 
vanced along  the  great  road  id 
the  utmofl  lecufity  ;  a  thick  im- 
penetrable wooded  fvvamp  co- 
vered the  left  of  the  line  of 
march,  and  the  light  troops  and 
flankers  effectually  fcou red  the  cul- 
tivated plantations  on  the  right. 

From  whatever  caution  or  delay 
it  happened,  the  troops  did  not 
reach  the  open  country  before  three 
o'clock,  at  which  time  they  halted 
within  about  a  thoufand  yards  of 
the  enemy.  The  enemy  were  ill 
appearance,  and  fancied  them* 
felves  exceedingly  flrongly  polled; 
and  would  in  reality  nave  been* 
found  fo,  had  the  Britifh  com- 
mander made  the  attack  exactly  id 
the  manner  they  wifhed,  ana  to 
which  they  had  vainly  directed  all 
their  views  and  expectation.  They 
were  yet  to  be  inftructed  in  one  of 
the  moll  obvious  maxims  of  war-  . 
fare,  that  the  very  caufes  which 
induced  them  to  wifh  the  attack  to 
be  made  in  a  particular  quarter* 
would,  almofl  to  a  certainty,  pro- 
duce a  contrary  effect,  and  direct 
its  operation  elfewhere. 

They  were  formed  in  two'di- 
vifions  on  either  fide  of  the  great 
road*     Half  their  regular  forces j 
confiding  of  two  regiments  of  Ca-^ 
roli  n  a  troops  j  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Eugee,  extended  from 
the  road,  on  their  left,  to  a  wooded 
fwamp  on  their  right,  which  was 
covered  by  houfes  defended  with 
rifle-men.     The  other  divifion  of 
their  regular  troops,  confiding  of 
part  of  three  Georgia  battalions* 
under   Colonel    Elbert,   with  ih6 
road  to  their  right,  were  covered 
on  the  left  by  rice  fwamps ;  being. 
further  flrengthened  by  the  fort  of 
Savannah  Bluff  behind  their  left* 
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of  the  commander,  whofe  intelli- 
gence he  turned  to  the  hap  pi  eft 
account*  This  man  knew  a  pri- 
vate   path    through    the    wooded 


which  would  have  operated  in  at- 
tack as  a  fecond  flank.  The  town 
of  Savannah,  encompafled  with  the 
remains  of  an  old  line  of  entrench1- 
ment,  covered  their  rear.  One 
.piece  of  cannon  was  planted  at  the 
extremity  of  their  line  on  the  right, 
one  on  the.  left,  and  two  pieces  oc- 
cupied the  traverfe,  acrofs  the  great 
road*  in  the  center  of  their  .line. 
About  100  paces  in  front  of  this 
traverfe,  at  a  critical  fpot  between 
two  fwamps,  a  trench  was  cut 
acrofs  the  road,  and  about  ioo 
yards  in  front  of  the  trench,  a 
marihy  rivulet  run  almoft  parallel 
the  whole  extent  of  their  front ; 
and  to  render  the  paflage  frill  more 
difficult,  they  had  dellroyed  the 
bridge  which  led  over  this  brook. 

Col.  Campbell  foon  difcovered, 
by  the  countenance,  as  well  as  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  that  they 
equally  wifhed  and  expetled  that  he 
fliould  attack  them  on  the  left ;  and 
he  accordingly  omitted  no  means 
that  could  ferve  to  cherifh  that  opi* 
nion,  and   continue  its   delufion. 
For  that  purpofe  he  ordered  the  lft 
battalion  of  the  7 lit  to  draw  off 
and  form  on  the  right  of  the  road, 
and  then  marching  up  to  the  rear 
of  the  light  infantry,   that  corps 
was   drawn  00*  ilill    more  to  the 
right,  thereby  increasing  the  jea- 
loufy  of  the  enemy  for  their  left, 
and  impreffing  a  full  idea,  that  he 
was  in   the   act  of  extending  his 
(rout  to  that  quarter.  The  happieft 
eiFect  of  this  manoeuvre,  however, 
was,  that   the  light   infantry,  had 
thereby  got  into  a  hollow  ground, 
by  which  they  were  totally  covered 
from  the  view  of  the  enemy. 

Fortune,  the  great  friend  to  en- 
terprize  in  war,  and  whofe  favours 
no  prudent  officer  will  ever  deny, 
had  thrown  a  negro  into  the  hands 
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fwamp  on  the  enemy's  right, 
through  which  he  pro  mi  fed  to  lead 
the  troops  without  obfervation  or 
difficulty*  To  profit  the  more  ef* 
fe&ually  of  this  difcovery,  it  hap* 
pened  that  the  hollow  way,  into 
Which  the  light  infantry  had  now 
fallen,  continued  winding  all  round 
the  rear  of  the  army  until  it  joined 
the  morafs  and  wood  in  que  ft  ion*, 
Sir  James  Baird  was  accordingly 
directed  to  purfue  the  courfe  of  the 
valley  with  the  light  infantry,  un- 
til he  arrived  at  the  path  pointed 
,put  by  his  guide,  by  which  hd 
would  be  enabled  to  turn  the  ene- 
my's right  flank,  and  by  a  mode- 
rate circuit  to  /all  in  upon  the  rear 
of  that  wing.  The  New- York  vo- 
lunteers, under  Colonel  Tumbull, 
were  ordered  to  fupport  the  light 
infantry. 

During  the  courfe  of  this  move- 
ment, the  artillery  were  formed  in 
a  field  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
concealed  from  the  enemy  by  a 
fwell  of  ground  in  front,  up  which 
it  was  intended  to  run  them,  as 
foon  as  the  fig  rial  was  made  for 
aclion.  From  that  commanding 
ground,  they  could  either  bear  ad- 
vantageoufly  upon  the  right  of  the 
rebel  line,  or  cannonade  any  b^dy 
of  troops  in  flank,  which  they 
might  detach  into  the  wood  to  re- 
tard the  progrefs  of  the  light  in- 
fantry. An  Heffian  regiment  wai 
formed  upon  the  left  of  the  artil- 
lery. 

During  all  this  time,  totally 
blind  to  their  danger,  the  enemy 
continued  toamufe  themfelveswitn. 
their  cannon,  although  a  finglc  riie 
was  no:  returned ;  a  circumftaoce, 
[C]  which. 
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which,  along  with  the  ftillnefs  and 
immobility  of  the  Brjtim  troops, 
might  have  reafonably  excited  ap- 
prehenfion,  diftruft,  and  watchful- 
nefs.  At  length,  Colonel  Camp- 
bell, convinced  that  the  light  in- 
fantry had  got  effectually  round 
upon  their  rear,  fuddenly  brought 
forward  the  cannon,  and  com- 
manded  the  line  to  move  brifkly  on 
to  the  enemy.  The  well-directed 
fire  of  the  artillery,  the  rapid  ad- 
vance of*  the  71ft  regiment,  and 
the  forward  countenance  of  the 
Heffians,  fo  overpowered  the  ene- 
my, that  they  inftantly  fell  into 
confufion,  and  difperfed. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  light  in- 
fantry -having  arrived  at  the  new- 
barracks,  which  were  full  in  the 
Way  they  were  making  to  the  rear 
of  the  enemy,  fell  in  unexpectedly 
with  a  body  of  the  militia  of  Geor- 
gia, who  were  there^  flationed  with 
artillery,  to  guard  the  great  road 
from   Ogeeche ;    thefe   were  foon 
routfed,  with  the  lofs  of  their  can- 
non, and  as  Sir  James  Baird  was 
in  full  purfuit  of  the  fugitives,  in 
his  way   tp   fall    upon   the   main 
body,   the  terrified   and  fcattered 
troops  of  the  Carolina  and  Georgia 
brigades,  came  running  acrofs  the 
plain  full  in  his  front.     Nothing 
could  exceed  the  confufion  and  rout 
that  now  enfued,  when  the  light 
infantry,  with  the  rapidity  peculiar 
to  that   corps,    thre?/   themfelves 
in  headlong  upon  the  flanks  of  a 
flying  enemy,  already  fufficiently 
broken  and  con fu fed. 

No  victory  was  ever  more  com- 
plete. 38  commiflionect  officers, 
415  non-commiflioned  and  privates, 
48  pieces  of  cannon,  23  mortars, 
the  fort  with  its  ammunition  and 
ftores,  the  ftiipping  ih  the  river, 
a    large    quantity   of   provifions, 
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with  the  capital  of  Georgia,  were 
all  in  the  pqJTeffion  of  the  con- 
querors before  dark.     Neither,  the 
glory  of  the  victory,  nor  the  mili- 
tary renown  arifing  from  the  ju- 
dicious meafur.es,   and  admirable 
manoeuvres  which  led  to  it,  could 
reflect  more  honour  upon  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  than*  every  other 
part  of  his  conduct.     His  triumph 
was  neither  diftained  by  an  unne- 
ceflary  effufion  of  blood,  nor  de- 
graded by  prefent   or  fubfequent 
cruelty.      The    moderation,    cle- 
mency,   and  humanity  of  all  his 
conduct,  will  be  confidered  dill  the 
more  praife- worthy,  when  it  is  re- 
collected, that  he  was  under  the 
immediate  impreffion  of  fuch  pe- 
culiar  circumftances  of  irritation 
and  refentment,  as  had  not  been 
experienced  by  any   other  Britifh 
officer,  who  had  borne  command 
during  the  American  war. 

The  lofs  of  the  Americans-  in, 
flain  was  very  fmall,  confidering 
the  nature  of  the  complete  rout 
they  had  undergone.     Only  about 
fourfcore  men  fell  in  the  action  and 
purfuit,  and  about  thirty  more  pe- 
ri fhed  in  their  attempts  to  efcape 
through  the  fwamp.    The  conduct, 
of  their  commanders  requires  no 
obfervation.     Every  body  will  fee 
they  knew  nothing  of  theirN  bufi* 
nefs.    Although  the  fugitives  fled, 
and  confequently  led  the  purfuit, 
through  the  town  of  Savannah,  and 
that  many  of  the  inhabitants  were 
then  in  the  ftreets,  yet,  fuch  was 
the  excellent  difcipline  obferved, 
that  in  that  heat  of  blood,  not  a 
Angle  perfon  fuffered,  who  had  not 
arms  in  his  hands,  and  who  was 
not  be  fides   in  the  act  either  of 
flight  or  refiflance.    The  comman- 
der having  received  fome  inform- 
ation, that  the  fctting  of  the  ca<- 
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pital  on  fire,  in  cafe  of  its  lofs, 
Lad  been  once  a  matter  in  contem- 
plation with  the  enemy,  took  ef- 
fectual meafures  to  guarb^  again  ft 
that  defign,  if  dill  intended.  No 
place  in  fimilarcircumftances,  ever 
fuffered  fo  little  by  depredation* 
as  the  town  of  Savannah  did  upon 
this  occafion  ;  even  taking  into  the 
account,  that  committed  by  their 
own  negroes  during  the  darknefs 
of  the  approaching  night.  Aftrong 
circumftantial  teftimony,  that  thofe 
enormities,  fo  frequently  attributed 
to  the  licence  of  the  foldiers,  fh,ould 
with  much  more  juftice  be  charged 
to  the  indefenfible  conduit  of  their 
fuperiors ;  whether  by  a  previous 
relaxation  of  difcipline,  an  imme- 
diate participation  in  the  guilt,  or 
a  no  lefs  culpable  fufferance  of  the 
enormity. 

Through  the  activity  and  prompt 
union  of  the  commanders  in  chief 
by  land  and  fea,  and  the  fpirit  and 
diligence  of  their  officers,  General 
Howe,  with  the  broken  remains  of 
Ibis  army,  was  not  only  compelled 
to  retreat  into  South-Carolina,  but 
notwithstanding  many  impedi- 
ments in  their  way,  and  fome 
Wants  not  eafily  remedied,  parti*- 
cularly  horfes  for  their  artillery, 
they,  within*  lefs  than  a  fortnight, 
had  recov.efecl  the  whole  province 
of  Georgia  (excepting  only  the 
town   of  Sunbury)  to  the  Britifh 

fovernment.  In  that  time  they 
ad  reflored  tranquillity  every 
where,  afforded  protection  to  all 
who  remained  in  or  returned  to 
their  houfes,  eflablifhed  fuch  polls 
as  fecured  the  whole  line  of  frontier 
On  the  fide  of  South-Carolina,  and 
formed  the  well- affected,  who  came 
in  with  their  rifles  and  horfes,  into 
a  corps  of  light  dragoons. 
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In  the  mean  time,  Major-Gene- 
ral Prevoft  found  no  fmall  difficulty 
in  bringing  together,  from    thei* 
fcattered  and  remote  cantonments, 
the  fmall  parties  with  which  he  was 
to  make  an  impreffion  on  the  fide' 
of  Florida.     The  getting  forward 
his  artillery,  ftores,  and  provifions, 
as  the  enemy  were  mailers  of  the 
.navigation  in  general,  both  along 
the  coafts,  and  on  the  greater  wa- 
ters inland,  was  no  lefs  difficult. 
In  thefe  operations,  the  troops  un- 
derwent unufual  hardfhips  and  di- 
ftrefles,  which  they  bore  with  the 
moll  exemplary  fortitude  and  tem- 
per; both  officers  and  foldiers  hav- 
ing been  reduced  to  live  for  feveral 
days  folely  upon  oyfters,  and  en- 
during at  the  fame  time  the  greateft 
heat  and   fatigue,    without,  com- 
plaint, defpondency,  or  murmur; 
The  majur-general  having  at  length 
brought  forward  a  few  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery,   fuddenly   furrounded   the 
town  and  fort  of  Sunbury,  on  the 
frontiers  of  Georgia.     The  garri- 
fon,  confifling  of  about  200  men* 
made  fome  (hew  of  defence,  and 
gave  the  commander  the  trouble  of 
opening  trenches.     But  although 
they  were  fupported  by  fome  armed 
verfels  and  gallies,  yet  all  hope  of 
relief  being  now  totally  cut  off  by 
the  reduction  of  the  reft  of  the  pro- 
vince>  they  found  it  neceflary  to 
furrender  at  difcretioni   This  hap- 
pened juft  at  the  time,  when  Co- 
lonel Campbell,  after  the  fettle- 
ment  of  the  interior  country,  had 
returned    to   Savannahi    and   was 
preparing  to  fet  out  On  an  expedi- 
tion for  the  reduction  of  Sunbury* 
The  command  devolved  of  courfe 
to  General  Prevoft  on  his  arrival  at 
Savannah. 
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CHAP.        III. 

IJland  of  Dominica  taken  by  the  Marquis  de  Souffle,  governor  of  Martini co. 
State  of  the  French  fleet  at  Bo/ion.  Riot  between  the  French  and  inha- 
bitants. Defperate  riot  between  the  French  and  American  faiiors,  in  the 
city  and  port  of  Charleftovjn.  M.  D'Eftaing  fails  from  Bofton  for  the 
Weft -Indies:  having  firft  iffued  a  declaration  addreffed  to  the  French 
Canadians.  Admiral  Byron's  fleet  driven  off  from  tht  coaft  of  New- 
England  by  a  violent  hurricane,  vShich  afforded  an  opportunity  for  tht 
departure  of  the  French  fquadron,  Britijh  fleet  detained  at  Rhode- Ifland, 
to  repair  the  damages  Juflained  in  the  tempeft.  Reinforcement  fent  from 
New-York  to  the  Jfefl- Indies,  under  the  conduB  of  Commodore  Hot  ham  9 
and  Major- General  Grant:  narrovjly  mifs  falling  in  with  the  French 
fleet :  join  Admiral  Barrington  at  Barbadots,  and  proceed  together  to  the 
reduction  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia  :  troops  land,  take  the  French  pofls  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac  :  proceed  to  Morne  Fortune  and 
the  Viergie.  M.  D%Eflaing  appears  in  fight,  ivith  a  vaft  Juperiority  both 
of  land  and  marine  force  :  attacks  the  Britijh  fquadron  in  the  Grand  Cul 
x  de  Sac  ;  and  is  bravely  repulfed  by  Admiral  Barrington,  twice  in  the  fame 
day.  French  land  their  troops  in  Choc  Bay  :  attack  General  Meadonvs 
three  times  in  the  Viergie  ;  are  repulfed  every  time,  and  at  length  defeated 
•with  great  lofs.  Great  glory  obtained  by  the  Britijh  forces,  both  by  fea 
and  land,  in  thefe  feveral encounters.  M.  D9Eftaing,  after  ten  days  longer 
flay,  abandons  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  without  any  farther  attempt  for  its 
recovery.  The  Chevalier  de  Micoud,  tvith  the  principal  inhabitants, 
capitulate  before  the  French  fleet  is  out  of  fight. 

GEORGIA  was  reduced   in  their  protection.  Jamaica  had  been 

the  manner  we  have  feen.  particular  in   thefe    applications. 

In  other  re  foe  ft  s  little  was  done;  TheimmenfeBritifli  capital  necef- 

nor  did  the  leafon  permit  much  to  farily  lodged  in  that  ifland,  ren* 

be  done  in  other  parts  of  America,  dered  it  no  lefs  an  object  of  con- 

Whilft  the  war  ftagnated  there,  the  cern  in  this  country,  than  its  great 

lofs  of  the  valuable  ifland  of  Do*  domeftic  property  did  to  the  owners 

minica  in  the  Well-Indies,  opened  of  the  foil.     The  great  tncreafe  of 

anew  fceneof  aftion  in  that  quar-  troops,  and  the  unufual  military 

ter.     Complaints  and  reprefenta-  preparations   in   the    French   and 

lions  had  been  long  and  repeatedly  Spaniih  fettlemenrs,  afforded  fuffi- 

xnade.  by  the  Weft  -India  merchants  cient  room  to  joftify  thefe  apprc- 

and  planters  to  adminiftration,  of  henfions  and  reprefen  tat  ions, 

the  weak  and  expofed  ftate  of  thofe  This  bufinefs  was  alfb  frequently 

iflands,  which  feemed  to  be  left  to  introduced  in  both  Houfes  of  Par- 

the  mercy  of  their  powerful  Eu-  Iiamant  by  the  oppofition,  who  re- 

ropean  neighbours,  without  a  mi-  peacedly  warned  the  minrltera  of 

litary  force  for  their  defence,  or  the  danger  to  which  our  Weft- 

»  competent  naval  fquadron  fcf  India    pofieiCons    were   expofed. 

1  They 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE. 


They  were  generally  anfwered  in 
this  inilaace,  a*  in  fomc  others,  by 
a  repetition  of  the  well-founded 


[37 


weaknefs  of  the  ifland,  efcaped  the 
attention  of  the  Marquis  deBouille, 
Governor  -  general   of  Martinico. 
confidence  repofed  in  the  pacific    He  accordingly  landed    s    t     tu 
difpofitioa  and  food  intentions  of    with  about  2000  men,       eP  •  7  "• 
our  neighbours.     But  the  Ample     under  trie  cover  of  fome        '^o. 


matter  of  fad,  undoubtedly  was, 
that  our  military  force  and  provi- 
sion by  fea  and  land,  were  fb  com- 
pletely fwallowed  op  in  the  vortex 
of  the  Amerjcan  war,  and  the  de- 
mands were  ftill  fo  inceflant  and 
urgent,  that  the  fources  of  fupply 
were  conftantly  drained  and  ex- 
hausted, fo  that  other  objects,  how- 
ever important,  were  of  neceffity 
obliged  to  be  committed,  in  a  great 
meafure,  to  the  blind  difpofitioa 
of  chance  or  fort u bc. 

The  ifland  of  Dominica  was  a 
part  of  thole  compenfations,  ac- 
quired by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  for 
the  expences  of  a  war,  very  glo- 
rious indeed,  but  very  burthen- 
fome.  To  thefe  expences  and  glo- 
ries, the  whole  of  the  ceffions  was 
not  adequate.  Confidered  inde- 
pendently of  this  comparative  efti- 
mate,  Dominica  was  an  acquifition 
of  no  inconsiderable  importance; 
and  its  fituation,  lying  between 
Martinico  and  Guadeloupe,  and 
within  view  of  each,  would  have 
rendered  it  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance in  time  of  war.  This  cir- 
cumstance feems  to  have  been  fo 
well  underftood  by  government, 
that  it  went  to  a  great  and  unufual 
expence  in  fortifying  the  ifland, 
and  the  works  had  been  lately  co- 
vered with  a  numerous  artillery, 
sent  for  the  purpofe  from  England ; 
but  the  ffarriibn,  if  it  could  de- 
{ene  to  be  called  by  that  name, 
was  totally  incompetent  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  one,  or,  to  the  ufe  of 
phe  other. 

^either  the  importance  nor  the 


77*> 

frigates  and  privateers,  about  day- 
break at  Dominica,  and  proceeded 
to  attack  the  different  batteries  and 
forts  by  land,  as  his  marine  force 
did  by  fea.  The  handful  of  regu- 
lar troops,  amounting  only  to  about 
a  hundred  men,  together  with  the 
militia  and  inhabitants  in  general, 
did  all  that  could  be  expected 
againfl  fuch  a  fuperiority  of  force, 
and  under  fuch  circum (lances  of 
furprize.  But  the  French  having 
taken  thofe  detached'  and  half- 
manned  batteries  which  lay  flrft  in 
their  way,  and  advanced  by  noon  to 
attack  the  little  capital  of  Rofeau, 
by  fea  and  land,  which'  likewife 
comprehended  the  principal  forti- 
fications of  the  ifland,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Stuart,  with  the  military 
officers  and  council,  feeing  all  de- 
fence fruitlefs,  thought  it  necefTary 
to  fave  the  inhabitants  from  plun- 
der and  ruin,  by  entering  into  a 
capitulation. 

This  was  fbon  concluded.  The 
terms  were  the  moil  moderate  that 
could  be  conceived ;  the  Marquis 
de  Bouille  having  nearly  agreed, 
without  difcuffion  or  re(erve,  to 
every  condition  that  was  propofed 
in  favour  of  the  inhabitants.  Be- 
fides  the  honours  of  war,  and  the 
liberty  of  retaining  their  arms, 
with  the  full  eft  fecuricy  to  their 
eftates,  property  of  every  fort, 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities, 
they  were  allowed  to  retain  their 
civil  and  religious  governments  in 
all  their  parts,  with  all  their  laws, 
cuflorns,  ordinances,  courts,  and 
miniilers  of  juilice,  until  the  con- 

[C]  3  slufion 
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CHAP.        III. 

JJl and  of  Dominica  taken  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  governor  of  Martinico. 
State  of  the  French  fleet  at  Bofton.  Riot  between  the  French  and  inha- 
bitants. Defperate  riot  between  the  French  and  American  failors,  in  the 
city  and  port  of  Char  left  own.  M,  D'Eftaing  fails  from  B  oft  on  for  the 
Weft  -  Indies :  having  ftrft  iffued  a  declaration  addrejfed  to  the  French 
Canadians.  Admiral  Byron*  s  fleet  driven  off  from  the  coaft  of  New- 
England  by  a  violent  hurricane,  which  afforded  an  opportunity  for  the 
departure  of  the  French  fquadr on.  Britijh  fleet  detained  at  Rhode- Ifland, 
to  repair  the  damages  juftained  in  the  tempeft.  Reinforcement  fent  from 
New -York  to  the  Weft -Indies,  under  the  conduSt  of  Commodore  Hot  ham, 
and  Major-General  Grant :  narrowly  tnifs  falling  in  with  the  French 
fleet  :  join  Admiral  Barrington  at  Barbadoes,  and  proceed  together  to  the 
redu&ion  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia  ;  troops  land,  take  the  French  pofts  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac  :  proceed  to  Morne  Fortune  and 
the  Viergie.  M.  D"Eflaing  appears  inflight,  with  a  vaft  Juperiority  both 
of  land  and  marine  force  :  attacks  the  Britijh  fquadr  on  in  the  Grand  Cul 
1  de  Sac  ;  and  is  bravely  repulfed  by  Admiral  Barrington,  twice  in  the  fame 
day.  French  land  their  troops  in  Choc  Bay  :  attack  General  Meadows 
three  times  in  the  Viergie  ;  are  repulfed  every  time,  and  at  length  defeated 
with  great  lofs.  Great  glory  obtained  by  the  Britijh  forces,  both  by  fea 
and  land,  in  thefe  fever al  encounters.  M.  D'Eftaing,  after  ten  days  longer 
flay,  abandons  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  without  any  farther  attempt  for  its 
recovery.  The  Chevalier  de  Micoud,  with  the  principal  inhabitants, 
capitulate  before  the  French  fleet  is  out  of  fight. 

GEORGIA  was  reduced  in  their  protection.  Jamaica  had  been 
the  manner  we  have  feen.  particular  in  thefe  applications. 
In  other  refpefts  little  was  done;  The  immenfeBritifh  capital  necef- 
nor  did  the  feafon  permit  much  to  farily  lodged  in  that  ifland,  ren- 
be  done  in  other  parts  of  America,  tiered  it  no  lefs  an  objett  of  con- 
Whilft  the  war  ftagnated  there,  the  cern  in  this  country,  than  its  great 
lofs  of  the  valuable  ifland  of  Do-  domeftic  property  did  to  the  owners 
minica  in  the  Weft-Indies,  opened  of  the  foil.  The  great  increafe  of 
anew  fcene  of  action  in  that  quar-  troops,  and  the  unufual  military 
ter.-  Complaints  and  reprefenta-  preparations  in  the  French  and 
tions  had  been  long  and  repeatedly  Spanilh  fcttlemenrs,  afforded  fuffi- 
made.  by  the  Well  -India  merchants  cient  room  to  juftify  thefe  appre- 
and!  planters  to  administration,  of  henfions  and  reprefen Cations, 
the  weak  and  expofed  ilate  of  thofe  This  bufinefs  was  alfo  frequently 
iflands,  which  feemed  to  be  left  to  introduced  in  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
the  mercy  of  their  powerful  Eu-  liam&nt  by  the  oppofition,  who  re- 
ropean  neighbours,  without  a  mi-  peatedly  warned  the  minffters  of 
litary  force  for  their  defence,  or  the  danger  to  which  our  Weft- 
it  competent  naval  fquadron  fct  India    poffeflions    were    expofed. 

1  They 
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They  were  generally  anfwered  in 
this  inilance,  as  in  fome  others,  by 
a  repetition   of  the  well-founded 


weaknefc  of  the  ifland,  efcaped  the 
attention  of  the  Marquis  deBouille, 
Governor  -  general   of '  Martinico- 
confidence  repofed  in  the  pacific     He  accordingly  landed     ~  « 

difpoficion  and  good  intentions  of  with  about  2000  men,  eP  '1 
our  neighbours.  But  the  Ample  under  the  cover  of  fome  l77*" 
matter  of  facl,  undoubtedly  was, 
that  our  military  force  and  provi- 
fion  by  fea  and  land,  were  fo  com- 
pletely fwallowed  up  in  the  vortex 
of  the  American  war,  and  the  de- 
mands were  (till  fo  inceiTant  and 
urgent,  that  the  fources  of  fupply 
were  conftantly  drained  and  ex- 
haufted,  fo  that  other  obje&s,  how- 
ever important,  were  of  neceffity 
obliged  to  be  committed,  in  a  great 
meafure,  to  the  blind  difpofition 
of  chance  or  fortune. 

The  ifland  of  Dominica  was  a 
part  of  thofe  compensations,  ac- 
quired by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  for 
the  expence's  of  a  war,  very  glo- 
rious indeed,  but  very  burthen- 
fome.  To  thefe  expences  and  glo- 
ries, the  whole  of  the  ceflions  was 
not  adequate.  Confidered  inde- 
pendently of  this  comparative  efti- 
mate,  Dominica  was  an  acquisition 
of  no  inconfiderable  importance ; 
and  its  fituation,  lying  between 
Martinico  and  Guadeloupe,  and 
within  view  of  each,  would  have 
rendered  it  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance in  time  of  war.  This  cir- 
cumftance  feems  to  have  been  fo 
well  under  flood  by  government, 
that  it  went  to  a  great  and  unufuai 
ex  pence  in  fortifying  the  ifland, 
and  the  works  had  been  lately  co- 
vered with  a  numerous  artillery, 
fent  for  the  purpofe  from  England ; 
but  the  garrifon,  if  it  could  de- 
fer ve  to  be  called  by  that  name, 
was  totally  incompetent  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  one,  or,  to  the  ufe  of 
the  other. 

Neither  the  importance  nor  the 


frigates  and  privateers,  about  day- 
break at  Dominica,  and  proceeded 
to  attack  the  different  batteries  and 
forts  by  land,  as  his  marine  force 
did  by  fea.  The  handful  of  regu- 
lar troops,  amounting  only  to  about 
a  hundred  men,  together  with  the 
militia  and  inhabitants  in  general, 
did  all  that  could  be  expected 
againft  fuch  a  fuperiority  of  force, 
and  under  fuch  circumftances  of 
furprize.  But  the  French  having 
taken  thofe  detached  and  half- 
manned  batteries  which  lay  firft  in 
their  way,  and  advanced  by  noon  to 
attack  the  little  capital  of  Rofeau, 
by  fea  and  land,  which'  likewife 
comprehended  the  principal  forti- 
fications of  the  ifland,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Stuart,  with  the  military 
officers  and  council,  feeing  all  de- 
fence fruitlefs,  thought  it  neceffary 
to  fave  the  inhabitants  from  plun- 
der and  ruin,  by  entering  into  a 
capitulation. 

This  was  foon  concluded.  The 
terms  were  the  molt  moderate  that 
could  be  conceived ;  the  Marquis 
de  Bouille  having  nearly  agreed, 
without  difcuflion  or  referve,  to 
every  condition  that  was  propofed 
in  favour  of  the  inhabitants.  Be- 
fides  the  honours  of  war,  and  the 
liberty  of  retaining  their  arms, 
with  the  fulleft  fecurity  to  their 
eftates,  property  of  every  fort, 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities, 
they  were  allowed  to  retain  their 
civil  and  religious  governments  in 
all  their  parts,  with  all  their  laws, 
cuftoms,  ordinances,  courts,  and 
miniiters  of  juitice,  until  the  con- 

[C]  3  clufion 
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clufion  of  a  peace;  and  at  that  pe- 
riod, if  the  ifland  fhould  be  ceded 
to  France,  they  were  to  have  it  in 
choice,  whether  to  adhere  to  their 
own  political  form  of  government, 
or  to  accept  that  eftablifhed  in  the 
French  iflands.  And  in  either 
event,  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as 
did  not  chufe  to  continue  under  a 
French  government,  were  to  be  at 
liberty  to  fell  all  their  eftates  real 
and  perfonal,  and  to  retire  with 
their  effects  wherever  they  pleafed. 
Other  conditions  of  lefs  import- 
ance, were  equally  favourable  in 
their  degree  to  the  inhabitants  ; 
nor  were  they  bound  to  any  duty 
to  the  French  King,  more  than 
what  they  had  owed  to  their  natu- 
ral fovereign.  In  a  word,  a  mere 
change  of  fovereignty  was  the  only 
change  in  the  condition  of  the  in- 
habitants. 

How  much  of  the  favour  and 
lenity  of  thefe  conditions  may  be 
attributed  to  the  moderation  and 
humanityof  the  Marquis  deBouille, 
how  much  to  the  policy  of  induc- 
ing the  lefs  refinance  in  other 
Englifh  iflands,  or  how  much  to 
the  apprehenfion  of  Admiral  Bar- 
rington's  arrival  with  a  fuperior 
naval  force  from  Barbadoes,  are 
queftions  not  to  be  abfolutely  de- 
cided upon.  It  is,  however,  equit- 
able, to  attribute  juft  or  humane 
actions  to  the  moft  laudable  mo- 
tives, "where  the  contrary  does  not 
appear  from  any  ftrong  concurrent 
or  fubfequent  circumftances.  The 
matter  of  fact  is  certain,  that  the 
fmalleft  diforderor  pillage  was  not 
permitted^  and  that  the  French 
commander,  in  lieu  of  plunder, 
rewarded  the  foldiers  and  volun- 
teers with  a  confiderable  gratuity 
in  ready  money. 

3 


The  French  found  164  pieces  ©f 
cannon,  and  24  brafs  mortars,  with 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  military 
ftores  and  ammunition  in  the  works, 
The  public  effects,  with  the  Britifh 
vefTels  in  the  harbour,  became  a 
prize  to  the  conquerors.  The  flay 
of  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  in  the 
ifland  was  very  fhort ;  but  he  left  a 
garrifon  of  1500  men  behind  him  ; 
which,  with  the  ftrength  of  the 
works,  and  the  powerful  artillery 
in  their  hands,  have  hitherto  un- 
fortunately fuperfeded  all  attempt* 
for  its  recovery. 

Many  circumftances  concurred 
in  rendering  the  lofs  of  this  ifland 
grievous.  The  large  fums  expend- 
ed upon  its  fortifications,  and  the 
numerous  and  weighty  artillery 
fent  out  for  its  defence,  indicated 
a  full  knowledge  of  its  importance 
in  cafe  of  a  war.  Its  fituation,  on 
which  this  importance  depended, 
equally  pointed  out  the  danger  to 
which  it  was  expo  fed,  and  that  it 
mull  necefTarily  be  the  firft  object 
of  the  enemy's  enterprize  ;  whilft 
its  naked  works  and  valuable  ar- 
tillery, feemed  held  out  as  a  prize, 
to  direct  and  quicken  their  oper- 
ations. To  increafe  the  vexation. 
Rear -Admiral  Barrington,  with 
t\vo  fhips  of  the  line,  and  fome  fri- 
gates, was  lying  at  the  fmall  di- 
stance of  Barbadoes,  where  he  had 
been  chained  down  for  more  than 
two  months,  waiting  merely  for 
inftructions,  which  he  had  been  orT 
dered  to  expect  at  that  place,  and 
which,  from  whatever  caufe  or 
misfortune,  were  not  yet  arrived, 
Small  as  this  force- was,  it  would 
have  been  fully  fufficient,  had  time 
and  his  orders  allowed  it,  for  the 
prefervation  of  Dominica,  and  the 
protection  of  the  other  iflands  for 

the 
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the  prefent,  as  the  French  had  not 
a  fmgle  fhip  of  the  line  in  that 
quarter. 

The  defect  of  intelligence  ac- 
companied that  of  inftructions,  or 
orders  how  to  alt.  A  French  do- 
cument executed  at  Paris  on  the. 
28th  of  June,  and  publifhed  at 
Martinico  in  the  middle  of  Auguft, 
amounting,  in  effect,  to  a  declar- 
ation of  war  in  the  Well- Indies, 
afforded  the  fir  ft  information  of 
hostilities  to  Admiral  Barrington, 
and  to  the  neighbouring  iflands. 
The  lofs  of  two  of  Sir  Peter  Par- 
ker's frigates,  which  were  taken  by 
the  French  on  the  coaft  of  Hifpa- 
niola,  afforded  alfo  the  fir  ft  means 
of  information  to  that  admiral,  as 
well  as  to  the  government  of  Ja- 
maica, where  he  was  ftationed,  of 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities. 

As  foon  as  Admiral  Barrington 
received  intelligence  of  the  invafion 
of  Donynica,    he  .difpenied  with 
ihe  violation  of  his  orders  in  that 
inftance,  and  proceeded  with  the 
utmoft  difpatch  to  its  intended  re- 
lief.    Although  it  was  impoflible 
lie  could  prevent  a  conqueft,  which 
was  only  the  work  of  a  fmgle  day, 
the  prefence  of  his  fmall  fquadron, 
however,  had  the  happy  effect,  of 
removing    the    panic   which    had 
fpread  through  the  neighbouring 
iflands,  and  of  effectually  curbing 
the  further  enterprizes  of  the  ene- 
my.    The  confequences  of  the  lofs 
of  Dominica  were  experienced,  both 
by  fea  and  land,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  operations  of  the  enfuing  Weft- 
India  campaign. 

As  Monf.  D'Eftaing  was  now 
to  bear  a  principal  part  on  the 
Weft-India  theatreof  action,  it  will 
he  ncceflary  to  take  fome  notice  of 
his  fituation  and  proceedings,  from 
the  time  of  our  leaving  him  in  the 


harbour  of  Bofton.     Neither  the 
care  of  the  governing  powers  in 
that  town,  nor  the  ideas  of  benefits 
received,  or  to  be  derived,  from* 
the   alliance    with   France,    were 
fufEcient,  during  the  ftay  of  the 
French  fleet  in  that  port,  wholly  to 
cure  the   ancient  prejudices   and 
hereditary  animofity  of  the  popu- 
lace, with  refpect  to  a  nation,  which 
they  had  fo  long  confidered  as  a  ri- 
val, and  fo  frequently  encountered  - 
as  an  enemy.     The  difference  of 
religion,  language,  and  manners, 
could  not  fail  to  hold  a  considerable 
ihare  in  keeping  thefe  animofities 
ftill  alive,;  although,  fo  far  as  it 
can  be  judged  from  appearances  at 
this  di fiance,  the  French  have  ftu- 
died  more  in  their  commerce  with 
the  Americans,  to  evade  the  effect 
of  thefe   peculiarities,    and  have 
fhewn  a  greater  deference  to  the 
prejudices,  and  conformity  to  the 
manners  and  opinions  of  the  peo- 
ple, than  they  perhaps  ever  prac- 
tifed  in  their  connections  with  any 
other  part  of  mankind.     Indeed  a 
mode  of  conduct  directly  contrary, 
has  for  many  ages  been  confidered, 
as  one  of  the  ftriking  characteristics 
of  that  nation  ;  and  has,  not  un- 
frequently,  been  productive  of  the 
moft  fatal  confequences  to  them- 
felves,  as  well  as  to  others. 

However  it  was,  a  moft  violent 
affray,  in  which  numbers  on  both 
fides  were  engaged,  and  the  French 
feem   to  have   been    very  roughly 

treated,  happened  at     c     ^       ^ 
.   L    •    d  ii        c  Sept.  1 5th. 

night  in  Bofton.  Some        r       J 

of  the  French  were  faid  to  have 
been  killed,  and  feveral  were  cer- 
tainly wounded  ;  among  whom 
were  fome  officers,  and  one  parti- 
cularly, of  confiderable  distinction. 
As  both  D'Eftaing  and  the  govern- 
ment of  Bofton,  were  eager  r.o 
[C]  4  .  accom- 
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accommodate  matters  in  Such  a 
manner,  as  that  no  (ring  (hould 
remain  behind  on  either  fide,  a 
great  referve  was  obferved  with 
reSpett  to  the  particulars  of  the 
riot,  as  weir  as  of  the'  circum- 
stances which  led  to  it;  and  the 
CurSory  imperSect  (ketches  that 
were  publifhed,  (hewed  evidently 
that  they  were  not  to  be  relied 
on. 

A  proclamation  was  iffued  by 
the  council  of  Mate  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  ftriclly  urging  the 
xnagiftrates  to  ufe  their  utmoft 
endeavours  for  bringing  the  offen- 
ders to  juftice,  and  offering  a  re- 
ward of  300  dollars,  for  the  dis- 
covery of  any  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned in  the  riot.  And  to  re- 
move the  im predion  of  its  arifing 
from  any  popular  an  i  mo  fit  y  to  the 
French,  the  Bofton  prints  la- 
boured to  fix  it  upon  fome  un- 
known captured  Britifh  feamen, 
and  deferters  from  Burgoyne's 
armv,  who  had  en  lifted  in  their 
privateers.  D'Eftaing  had  the 
addrefs  to  give  into  this  idea,  and 
to  appear  throughly  Satisfied  with 
the  Satisfaction  he  received.  The 
high  rewrrd  produced  no  manner 
of  difcovery. 

The  fame  fpirit  operated  juft 
about  the  fame  time,  and  in  the 
fame  manner,  but  much  more 
violent  in  degree,  and  fatal  in 
confequence,  between  the  Ame- 
rican and  French  feamen,  in  the 
city  and  port  of  Charleftown, 
South  Carolina.  The  quarrel 
there  began,  as  at  Bofton,  alhore, 
and  at  night,  and  ended  in  the 
laft  extreme  of  hoftility,  an  open 
fight  with  cannon  and  Small 
arms ;  the  French  firing  from 
their  (h:ps,  whither  they  had 
keen  haitily  driven  from  the  town, 


and  the  Americans  from  the  ad- 
joining wharfs  and  more.  Seve- 
ral lives  were  acknowledged  to  be 
loft,  and  a  much  greater  number 
wereofcourfe  wounded. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  the  prefident 
and  commander  in  chief  of  that 
colony,  in  the  proclamation  which 
he  iffued  upon  the  Subject,  Suffi- 
ciently points  out  the  cau(es  of 
the  quarrel,  by  charging  the  ma- 
giftrates  in  the  ftrongeft  terms, 
that,  along  with  the  difcovery 
and  profecution  of  the  rioters, 
they  (hould  ufe  every  poffibfe 
means  in  their  power  to  prevent, 
for  the  future,  all  indecent,  illi- 
beral, and  national  reflections, 
againft  the  fubje&s  of  their  great 
and  good  ally,  as  tending  to  erf- 
cite  refentment  and  ill-will  among 
thofe,  whom,  by  intereft,  treaty, 
and  alliance,  they  were  bound  to 
regard  as  friends,  and  who  were 
particularly  entitled  to  their  fla- 
vour and  affection.  In  his  meffafee 
to  the  affembly,  he  alfo  ftrongly 
recommends  the  framing  of  foco 
regulations,  as  woufd  effectually 
prevent  this  licentioufnefs,  whe- 
ther in  words  or  in  actions :  and 
that  body  considered  the  matter  to 
be  of  fo  Serious  a  nature,  that 
they  appointed  a  committee  to  re- 
vife  the  laws  relative  to  Seamen  in 
that  port,  and  to  confider  of  ef- 
fectual means  for  preventing  and 
Supprefling  riots  in  the  town,  A 
reward  of  a  thouSand  pounds  was 
offered  for  the  difcovery  of  the 
particular  perfons,  who  had  firecj 
Some  guns,  which  were  fatal  m 
their  effed,  from  one  of  the 
wharfs.  We  have  not  heard  that 
this  great  reward  produced  any 
difcovery. 

As  the  northern  Colonies,  par- 
ticularly the  province   of   Mafia- 

chufettSj 
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chufetts,*  do  not  produce  wheat  in 
any  proportion  at  all  equal  to 
their  own  confumptiofc,  and  that 
through  the  continual  lofles  and 
dangers  which  their  fupplics  from 
the  fouthern  experienced  in  their 
pa/Tage,  together  with  fome  local 
caufes,  provifions  of  all  forts  had 
for  fome  time  been  fo  unufually 
fcarce  and  dear  in  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Bolton,  as  near- 
ly to  threaten  a  famine,  it  was 
generally  expected,  and  undoubt- 
ed apprehended  by  himfelf,  that 
D'Eftaing  would  have  encounter- 
edly  great  difficulties,  if  not  actual 
diftrefs,  from  the  impracticability 
of  victualling,  and  the  doubt  even 
of  fubfifting,  his  fleet  at  that  port. 
He  was,  however,  relieved  from 
thefe  difficulties  and  apprehenfions 
by  a  lingular  fortune.  The  New 
England  cruizers  happened  at 
that  very  period  to  take  fuch  a 
number  of  provifion  veffels  on 
their  way  from  E  a  rope  to  New 
York,  as  not  only  abundantly 
fupplied  the  wapts  of  the  French 
fleet,  but  fu mimed  fuch  an  over- 
plus, as  was  fufficient  to  reduce 
the  rates  of  the  markets  at  Boflon, 
to  fomething  about  their  ufual 
modetate  ftate.  This  fortunate 
fupply  was  a  matter  of  great  tri- 
umph to  that  people. 
M  ,  Thus  was  D'Eflaing 

•Mov.  3d.      enabbd  to  quit  Bofton, 

and  to  profecute  his  deflgns  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  with  a  fleet  tho- 
roughly repaired,  clean,  well  vic- 
tualled, and  his  forces  in  full 
health  and  vigour.  And  thus  it 
may  be  faid,  without  any  extraor- 
dinary ilretch  of  licence,  that  to 
all  appearance,  a  royal  fleet  owed 
its  prefervation,  at  leaft  in  a  very 
great  degree,  to  the  induftry  and 
fortune  of  a  few' privateers. 
Previous  to  his  departure,  P'Ef- 


taing  had  publiihed  a  declaration, 
which  was  to  be  difperfed  among 
the  French  Canadians,  and  was 
addrefled  to  them  in  the  name  of 
their  antient  mafter,  the  French 
King.  The  defign  of  this  piece, 
and  an  object  which  was  much 
laboured  in  it,  was  to  recall  the 
affection  to  their  antient  govern- 
ment, and  to  revive  all  the  nati- 
onal attachments  of  that  people, 
thereby  to  prepare  them  for  an 
invafion  either  from  France  or 
America,  and  to  raife  their  ex- 
pectation and  hope,  to  no  diftant 
change  of  mailers.  For  thefe 
purpofes  they  were  applied  to  and 
called  upon,  by  all  the  endearing 
and  flattering  ties  of  country, 
blood,  language,  common  laws, 
cuftoms,  religion,  by  their  former 
friendfhips,  antient  glory  and  fel- 
lowfhip  in  arms,  and  even  by 
their  common  participation  in  the 
dangers  and  misfortunes  of  the 
laft  war.  To  touch  the  vanity  of 
a  people  exceedingly  prone  to  it> 
they  were  flattered  by  reminding 
them,  of  thofe  peculiar  military 
honours,  diftinctions,  and  royal 
decorations,  which  would  have 
been  the  glorious  rewards  of  their 
prowefs  in  the  French  fervice ; 
from  which  they  had  been  fo  long 
debarred,  and  which  were  held 
fo  dear  by  all  their  countrymen. 
They  were  taught  to  conlider  the 
French  and  American?  as  equally 
friends,  and  almoft  as  one  peo- 
ple ;  whofe  invafion  of  Canada, 
wherhcr  jointly  or  feparateiy,  in- 
flead  of  conveying  hoflility  or 
defolation  to  them,  would  be  un- 
dertaken only  to  free  them  from 
the  yoke  of  foreigners,  dwelling  iu 
another  hemifpherc ;  a  people  differ- 
ing wholly  from  them,  in  religion, 
manners,  in  language,  and  every 
thing;  whofe  jealous  and  defpotic 

govern- 
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government,  would  fooner  or  la- 
ter treat  them  as  a  conquered  peo- 
ple, and  undoubtedly  much  worfe, 
than  they  had  done  their  own  late 
countrymen    the    Americans,     to 
whom     they  owed    their    former 
victories.      Their    future    condi- 
tion,  in  the  event   of   this  pro- 
pofed  emancipation  from  the  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain,  was 
left   almoft  entirely  in  the  dark ; 
although  fome   faint  and   diftant 
allufion  was  held  out,  to  a  fimilar 
ftate  of  freedom  with  that  pofTefT- 
ed  by  the  Britifh  Colonies.     This 
was  a  tender  and  jealous  fubject, 
and      the      French     commander 
thought    it  prudent  to    leave    it 
involved  in  obfcurity.      He  feem- 
cd    not    altogether   authorized  to 
give   up   the  idea,  of  the  reftora- 
tion  of  Canada  to  the  dominion  of 
France  ;  but  he  was  aware,  that 
an   avowal    of  thofe    fentiments, 
might  have  been   yet  imprudent 
with  refpedl   to  that  people,  and 
would   have   been  difgufting  and 
alarming  in  the  highelt  degree  to 
the   Americans.       He,    however, 
afTured    the    Canadians,     in    the 
name  of  the  French  King,  that 
all  his  former  fubjecls,  who  mould 
relinquifh    their    dependence    on 
Great  Britain,  might   depend  on 
his  fupport  and  protection. 

Admiral  Byron  had  arrived  at 
New  York  from  Hal li fax  in  the 
middle  of  September ;  but  fo 
much  had  his  fquadron  fuffered  in 
their  unfortunate  voyage  from 
England,  that  although  the  great- 
er part  of  them  had  arrived  long 
before  him  at  that  port,  yet  it  was 
a  full  month  before  he  was  ena- 
bled to  fail  again,  in  order  to  ob- 
ferve  M.  de  Eftaing's  motions. 
The  fame  unfortunate  difpofition 
-    of  the  weather,  which   had  alrea- 


dy produced  fuch  unhappy  eife&s, 
feemed  ftill  to  perfecute  that  com- 
mander. He  had  fcarcely  ap- 
peared before  Bolton,  when  he 
was  driven  off  the  coaft  by  a  vio- 
lent hurricane,  in  which  the  (hips 
again  fuffered  fo  much,  that  they 
were  glad  to  get  into  fhelter  at 
Rhode  Ifland.  This  afforded  the 
opportunity  to  D'Eftaing,  which 
he  immediately  embraced,  of 
quitting  Bofton ;  whilft  the  da- 
mage now  fuftained,  together  with 
the  continuance  of  bad  weather, 
again  cramped ,  the  operations  of  * 
the  Britifh  fquadron  in  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  it  was  not  until  the 
14th  of  December,  that  Admiral 
Byron  was  able  to  fet  out  in  pur- 
suit of  him  to  the  Weft  Indies. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  the  flate 
of  the  war,  as  well  as  the  mode  of 
conducing  it,  were  now  greatly 
altered  from  what  they  had  been 
at  former   periods,    and  General 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  being  fenfible, 
that  no  effential  fervice  could  be 
nndertaken  by  the  army  at  New 
York  during  the  winter,  and  be- 
ing alfo  appreheniive  of  the  dan- 
ger   to    which    our    Weft    India 
iflands  were  expofed,  determined 
upon  fending  fuch  a  force  to  that 
quarter,  as  would  be  at  once  e- 
qual   to    the    protection    of    our 
friends,  and  to  the  annoyance  of 
the  enemy.     He  accordingly  dif- 
patched  feveral  regiments  of  thofe 
veteran,    and  perhaps  unequalled 
troops,  who  had   fo  long   braved 
every  variety  of  climate  and  dan- 
ger in  America,  to  encounter  a- 
lohg  with  a  new  enemy,  all  the 
rage  of  the  tropical  funs  in  the 
Weft   Indies.      This  detachment, 
confiding  of    about  5,000   men, 
was  placed  under  the  command  of 
Major  General  Grant;   and  the 
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tranfports,  amounting  to  fixty, 
were  convoyed  by  Commodore 
Hot  ham,  with  five  men  of  war, 
a  bomb-veflel,  and  fome  frigates. 

It  was  remarkable,  that  they 
failed  from  Sandy  Hook,  on  the 
very  day  that  D'Eftaing  departed 
from  Bofton,  and  that  the  two 
fleets  were  very  near  each  other, 
both  fleering  the  fame  courfe,  and 
in  parallel  lines,  daring  fome 
part  of  the  paflage,  without  any 
knowledge,  on  either  fide,  of  their 
relative  fituation.  A  violent  gale 
of  wind,  in  which  both  fleets 
were  equally  involved,  and  the 
French  greatly  difperfed,  proba- 
bly favecl  the  Britifh  convoy  from 
the  danger  of  encountering  fo 
unequal  a  force.  Commodore 
Hotham  had  the  fortune  and  abi- 
lity, to  keep  his  fleet,  which  was 
fo  much  more  numerous,  whole 
and  together  during  that  {form  ; 
to  get  the  ft  art  of  D'Eftaing  ;•  and 
to  arrive  without  the  fm  all  eft  lofs 

-p.  '  ,  at  Barbadoes ;  where 
Vcc.  iotn    he     joined     Admiral 

Barrington,  before  Mr.  Byron  had 
been  able  to  depart  from  Rhode 
Ifland. 

An  expedition,  without  fuffering 
the  troops  to  land,  was  immedi- 
ately undertaken  from  Barbadoes, 
for  the  reduction  of  the  ifland  of 
St.  Lucia ;  an  adventure  attended 
with  great  and  unforefecn  peril ; 
but  which,  in  the  iflue,  was  pro- 
ductive of  «o  lefs  glory  to  the 
commanders  and  forces  both  by 
fea  and  land,  and  of  the  greateft 
advantage  in  all  the  enfuing  ope- 
rations of  war.  The  referve  of 
the  army,  confiding  of  the  5th 
regiment,  with  the  grenadiers  and 
light  infantry  of  the  whole,  under 
the  cemmand  of  Brigadier  General 
Meadows,     were    landed    at    the 


grand  Cul  de  Sac,  in  the  ifland 
of  St.  Lucia,  on  the  13th,  in  the 
evening.  That  officer,  with  his 
detachment,  immediately  pufhed 
forward  to  the  heights  upon  the 
north  fide  of  the  bay,  which  were 
occupied  by  the  Chevalier  de  Ml- 
coud,  the  French  commandant, 
with  the  regular  forces  and  militia 
of  the  ifland.  Thefe  pofts,  al* 
though  very  difficult  of  accefs,  he 
feon  forced ;  having  taken  in  the 
conflict,  a  field- piece  with  which 
the  enemy  fired  upon  the  boats 
that  were  conveying  the  troops  to 
the  fhore,  and  a  four  gun  battery, 
which  greatly  annoyed  the  (hip- 
ping at  the  entrance  of  the  har<- 
bour. 

While  this  was  doing,  Brigadier 
General  Prefcot  had  landed  with 
five  regiments,  with  which  he 
guarded  the  environs  of  the  bay, 
and  at  the  fame  time  pufhed  on 
his  advanced  poft.9,  fo  as  to  pre- 
ferve  a  communication  during  the 
night  with  the  referve.  As  foon 
as  the  morning  appeared,  the  re- 
ferve, followed  and  fupported  by 
General  Prefcot,  advanced  to  the 
little  capital  of  Morne  Fortune,  of 
which  they  took  pofleffion.  The 
Chevalier  de  Micoud  made  the 
beft  defence  he  was  able ;  but 
was  compelled  by  the  fuperiority 
of  force  to  retire  from  one  poll  to 
another,  as  the  Britifh  troops  fti  11 
prefTed  forward.  As  the  referve 
advanced,  General  Prefcot  took 
pofTeflion  of  the  batteries  and  pofts 
in  their  rear  ;  and  with  an  unex- 
ampled degree  of  caution  and  in- 
duftry,  in  a  conteft  with  fo  weak1 
an  enemy,  was  indefatigable  in 
immediately  fupplying  them  with 
artillery-officers,  and  men,  efta- 
blifhing  communications  and  pofts 
for    their    fupport,    and    putting 

them 
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them  in  the  beft  ftate  of  immedi- 
ate defence,  which  the  fhortnefs 
of  the  time  could  pofllbly  admit. 

Whilft  thefe  meafures  of  fecu- 
rity  were  carrying  into  execution. 
General  Meadows  pufhed  forward 
under  the  heat  of  a  burning  fun, 
and  took '  poffeffion  of  the  impor- 
tant poft  of  the  Viergie,  which 
commanded  the  north  fide  of  (he 
Careenage  Harbour;  and  Briga- 
dier General  Sir  Henry  Calder, 
with  the  four  remaining  batta- 
lions, guarded,  the  landing  place, 
kept  up  the  communication  with 
the  fleet,  and  fent  detachments 
to  occupy  feveral  pofts  upon  the 
mountains,  which  looked  down 
upon  and  commanded  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  grand  Cul  de  Sac. 
A  meafure  which  foon  after  con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  the  preser- 
vation of  the  fleet  and  army,  from 
a  danger  then  totally  unknown. 

Celerity  in  execution,  and  pTu- 
dence  in  fecuring  and  immediate- 
ly turning  to  account  every  advan- 
tage obtained  in  war,  were  never 
more  neceffary,  nor  ever  more  emi- 
nently difplayed,  than  upon  this 
occafion.  It  affords  an  ufeful  lef- 
fon  in  a  ft r iking  in  fiance,  that 
nothing  mould  ever  be  committed 
to  chance  in  warfare,  which  any 
induftry  could  fecure  from  fo 
doubtful  a  decifion.  The  force 
under  the  Chevalier  de  Micoud 
did  not  feem  to  demand  much 
jealoufy  or  caution;  and  no  other 
enemy  was  apprehended ;  yet 
every  meafure  of  fecurity  was 
practifed,  which  the  prefence  of 
a  powerful,  and  even  fuperior  foe, 
could  have  induced.  The  event 
proved  the  wifdbm  of  the  con- 
dua. 

The  laft  French  flag,  on  thofe 
pofts  which  were  in  fight  among 


the  neighbouring  hills,'  was  fcarce- 
ly  ftruck,.  when  M.  P'Eftaing, 
with  a  prodigious  force,  appeared 
in  view  of  the  fleet  and  army. 
Befides  his  original  fquadron  of 
twelve  fail  of  the  line,  and  thofe 
mips  of  gre*at  force  and  weight 
of  metal,  he  was  now  accompa- 
nied by  a  numerous  fleet  of  fri- 
gates, privateers  and  tranfports, 
with  a  land  force,  eftimated  at 
9,000  men.  Of  the  latter,  he 
had  brought  no  in  con  fid  er  able 
part  on  board  his  (hips  from 
France ;  the  reft  were  compofed 
of  regulars  and  volunteers  from 
the  different  French  iflandi,  who, 
as  well  as  the  transports  and 
cruizers,  had  "been  collected  in 
readinefs  to  join  him  at  Marti- 
nico,  being  intended  for  the  in- 
mediate  red  u&ion  of  the  Granades, 
and  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincents  ; 
but  with  the  farther  view,  and  no 
doubtful  expectation,  of  com- 
pletely fweeping  all  the  British 
leeward  fet dements.  In  his  way, 
on  that  expedition,  M.  D'Eftain'g 
received  intelligence  of  the  at- 
tack on  St.  Lucia  ;  a  circumftance 
which  he  confidered  as  the  mcrft 
fortunate  that  could  have  hap- 
pened, it  feeming  to  afford  the 
means  of  throwing  the  whole  Bri- 
ti(h  force  by  fea  and  land,  ah 
eafy  prey,  into  his  hands.  It 
muft  be  acknowledged,  that  if  he 
had  arrived  24  hours  fooner,  it 
feems,  in  all  human  probability, 
that  this  muft  have  been  the  ine- 
vitable event.  As  it  was,  the 
day* being  far  advanced,  D'Ef- 
taing  deferred  his  operations  un- 
til the  enfuing  morning. 

It  will  be  neceffary  here  to  tabs 
fome  notice  of  the  fcene  of  ac- 
tion, and  of  the  fituation  of  the 
Britifh  forces ;  not  confidering  the 
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Gripping  as  they  lay  at  the  unex- 
pected appearance  of  the  French 
fleet;  but  in  that  Hate  in  which 
the  unremitted  labour  and  induftry 
of  a  night  had  placed  them,  ii\ 
order  to  with  flan  d  fo  vaft  a  fuperi- 
ority  of  force  on  the  following 
day.  The  fleet  were  in  the  moll 
fouthern  inlet,  called  by  the 
French  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac, 
the   tranfports  filling  the  interior 


of  war  brought  into  their  refpec- 
tive  ftations,  fo  as  to  form  a  line 
effectually  to  cover  its  entrance. 
His  force  confifted'only  of  his 
own  (hip  the  Prince  of  Wales,  of 
74  guns,  the  Boyne  of  70,  St. 
Albans,  and  Nonfuch,  of  64,  the 
Centurion  and  His,  of  50  each, 
and  three  frigates.  Such  was  the 
weak  fquadron,  with  which  the 
admiral,  with  the  mod  determin- 


part  of  the  bay,  and  the  (hips  of    ed    countenance    and    refolution, 

waited  the  encounter  of  fo  valla 
fuperiority  of  force.  His  own  fhip, 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  took  th« 
poll  of  honour  and  danger,  on 
the  outward  and  leeward  extre- 
mity of  the  line ;  the  Ifis,  fup-* 
ported  by  the  frigates,  who  flank- 
ed the  paflage  between  her  and 
the  more,  was  flationed  in  the  op- 
posite and  interior  angle  to  wind- 
ward. v 

However  odd  it  may  appear,  it 
feems  as  if  the  Count  D'Eftaing 
was  not  yet  fenfible,  that  the  Bri- 
tish forces  had  extended  their 
operations  fo  far,  as  to  have  taken 
pofleffion  of  the  Viergie,  and  o- 
ther  polls  adjoining  to  the  Caree- 
nage ;  for  under  this  apparent  de- 


war  drawn  up  in  a  line  acrofs  the 
entrance;  and  that  was  ftill  far- 
ther fee u red,  by  a  battery  on  the 
fouthern,  and  another  on  the 
northern  oppo/ite  points  of  land. 
The  Careenage  Bay,  which  Jed 
up  towards  Morne  Fortune,  lay 
between  two  and  three  miles  to 
the  northward  of  the  Grand  Cul 
de  Sac  ;  and  the  Peninfula  of  the 
Viergie,  occupied  by  General 
Meadows,  formed  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  Careenage,  and 
covered  its  entrance  on  that  fide. 
Choc  Bay,  and  Grofs  Iflet  Bay, 
lay  ftill  farther  north. 

Admiral  Barrington  had  intend- 
ed, upon  General  Meadows  tak- 
ing pofleffion  of  the  Viergie,  to 


have  removed  the  tranfports  into  lufion,  his  firit  motion  in  the 
the  Careenage  Bay,  as  a  place  of  -  morning,  was  to  Hand  in  with  his 
much   greater    fecurity   than    the    whole  fleet  of  (hips  ofwarand  tranf- 


Cul  de  Sac  ;  but  was  prevented 
by  the  fudden  appearance  of  the 
French  fleet.  The  Cul  de  Sac 
being  thus  considered  as  a  mere 
temporary  lodging,  the  idea  of  an 
immediate  removal  prevalent,  and 
no  apprehension  of  an  enemy  en- 
tertained, it  will  be  eafily  con- 
ceived, that  the  night  called  forth 
ail  the  powers  and  induilry  of  that 
able  officer,  in  getting  the  tranf- 


ports for  that  bay.  But  a  well 
directed  fire,  which  his  own  ihip 
the  Languedoc  received  from  one 
of  thofe  batteries  that  had  fo  late- 
ly changed  mailers,  ibon  con- 
vinced him  of  his  miftake.  The 
French  were  apparently  much  dis- 
concerted at  this  un looked  for 
circumftance ;  and  not  only  im- 
mediately bore  away,  but  feemed 
for  a  time  totally  at  a  lofs  how  to 


ports  warped  into  the  bottom  of  act.  .At  fjngth,  after  much  evi- 
the  bay,  to  be  as  remote  from  dent  hefitation,  the  admiral  bore 
•anger  as  jpoffibic,  and  the  mips    down  with  ten  fail  of  the  line  up- 
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on  the  Britifh  fquadron.  A  warm 
conflict  cnfued  ;  but  they  were  re- 
ceived with  fuch  gallantry  by  the 
admiral  and  commanders,  and 
fuch  coolnefs,  refolution  and  firm- 
nefs,  by  their  brave  officers  and 
men,  who  were  alfo  well  fupport- 
cd  by  the  batteries  from  the  fhore, 
that  they  were  repulfed,  and 
found  it  necefTary  to  draw  off. 

Time    being    now    taken    for 
fomewhat  of  a    new   difpofition, 
D'Eftaing  renewed  the  attack  at 
four  in  the  afternoon,  with  twelve 
fail  of  the  line.     He  now  directed 
his  efforts  more  to  the  right,  from 
the   leeward   point  of  the  Britifh 
line  to  its  center,  by  which  the 
Prince  of  Wales  underwent  rather 
more  than  a  due  proportion  of  the 
weight  of  the  action.      This  at- 
tack  was  better  fupported,    and 
longer  continued  than    the    firft. 
The   French  cannonade  was  ex- 
ceedingly  heavy,    and   its   whole 
weight  concentrated  within  a  nar- 
rower direction  than  before  ;  but 
neither   the   change   of   pofition, 
nor  the  additional  force,  were  ca» 
pable  of  rendering  this  effort  more 
fuccefsfui  than  the  former.     After 
a    long   and  warm    engagement, 
the  French  fleet  fell  into  evident 
confufion   and   diforder,    and  re- 
tired from   action   with   apparent 
lofs,  without  their  having  been  a- 
ble  to  make  the  fm  all  eft  effective 
impreffion  on  the  Britifh  line. 

No  naval  engagement,  however 
great  in  its  extent,  or  decifive  in 
its  confequences,  could  afford 
more  glory,  than  the  Britifh  ad- 
miral, and  his  brave  affociates, 
derived  from   thefe   two    actions. 

n         <»u    On  tn£  following  day, 
Dec.  ioui    M    D>Eftaing  fecmed 

to  (hew  a  difpofition  to  hazard  a 
third  attack;    birt  after   feveral 


motions  ftrongly  indicating  tha^ 
defign,  it  was  at  length  evidently 
abandoned,  and  the  whole  fleet 
plied  up  to  windward »  and  an- 
chored in  the  evening  off  Grofs 
Iflet,  about  two  leagues  to  the 
northward. 

That  night  and  the  following 
morning  were  fpent  by  the  French 
commander,  in  landing  his  troops 
in  Choc  Bay,  which  lay  between 
Grofs  Iflet   and    the  Careenage* 
That  time  was  alfo  employed  by 
the  Britifh  Admiral  in  preparing 
for  every  poffible    futnre  event; 
in  warping  the  (hips  of  war  far- 
ther within  the  bay,  thereby  to 
render  the  line  more  compact  and 
firm,  and  in  conducting  new  bat- 
teries   on    thofe    points   of  land 
which  covered  the  entrance.    The 
clofe  connection,  equal  participa- 
tion of  danger  and  fervice,  with 
the  mutunl  dependance,  now  fub- 
fifting  between  the  land  and  naval 
departments,  united  the  whole  fo 
clofely,  that  they  feemed  to  form 
but  one  folid  and  compact  body) 
and  this  being  farther  cemented 
and  confirmed  by  that  admirable  i 
harmony  which  prevailed  between 
the  commanders   and  officers   on 
both  fides,    ferved   altogether,,  to 
fpread  fo  high  a  degree  of  confi- 
dence, hope,    and  fpirit,  through 
the  army  and  flee,t,  that  they  to- 
tally forgot  the  vaft  fuperiority  of 
the  enemy,  the  precarioufnefs  and 
danger  of  their  own  fituation,  and 
feemed  infenfible  to  fuch  continual 
duty,  fatigue,   and  hardflups,   as 
would,    in    other    circumftances, 
have  appeared  intolerable. 
n    The    country  which   was  now 
the  fcene  of  action,  being  among 
the  mod  difficult  and  impractical 
ble,  whether  with  refpect  to   its 
face,  or  to  the  climate,  in  which 

it 
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it  would  feem  that  war  could  in 

any   manner  be  conducted,    it  is 

not  eafy  to  defcribe,  and  it  is  dill 

harder  clearly  to  comprehend,  the 

complicated  fituation  of  the  Bri- 

tilh  pods.     The  country  prefented 

no  regular  face,     but    a  broken 

and  confufed   congeries  of  deep 

and  abrupt  hills,  fcattered  among 

greater    mountains,    every  where 

interfered     by    narrow    winding 

vallies,  deep  denies,  and  difficult 

gullies.     General  Grant,  with  the 

bulk  of  the  forces,  confiding  of    peninfula  in  one  refpect,  render- 

the  brigades  of  Prefcot  and  Cal-     ed  it  liable  to  danger,  in   another, 

der,  occupied  all  the  drong-holds    as  he  was  expofed    to  a  landing 

among  the  hills  on  either  fide  of    and  attack  from   the    fea  in   the 

the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac ;  and  com-     rear,  at  the  very  inftant  that  he 


whatever  fervice  they  undertook, 
totally  cut  off  from  the  fupport  of 
the  main  body,  any  farther  than 
what  might  be  derived  from  thofe 
batteries  we  have  mentioned.  He 
was  indeed  in  poflfeffion  of  very 
drong  ground,  but  there  were 
circumdances  to  counterbalance 
that  advantage.  A  retreat,  how- 
ever prefTed  or  overpowered  he 
might  be,  was  impoflible ;  and 
the  very  circumdance  of  fituation 
which    afforded    drength    to    the 


manded  by  feveral  detached  pods, 
the  .ground  that  extended  from 
thence  to  the  Careenage,  which 
lay  at  about  two  miles  did  a  nee. 
A  battery  on  their  fide,  and  at 
the  fouth  point  of  the  Caree- 
nage, with  another  on  the  op- 
posite   point  of  the  Viergie,   de- 


might  have  been  defperately  en- 
gaged, or  perhaps  overborne,  in 
the  front.  But  he  was  obeyed  by 
men,  who  might  have  infpired 
confidence  in  a  commander  much 
more  difpofed  to  defpondency. 
For  although  tfiey  amounted  only 
to   about    1300  in   number,  they 


fended     the    entrance    into    that  were  compofed,  befides  a  veteran 

bay,  and,  as  we  have  feen,  check-  regiment,  of  a  part  of  thofc  brave 

ed  the  attempt  of  the  French  fleet  and  hardy  light  troops,  who  had 

in  their  defign  to  attain   that  ob-  borne  fo  didinguifhed  a  (hare,  in 


je&.  The  brigades  were  alfo 
pofTeflfed  of  two  other  batteries, 
near  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  where 
it  narrows  into,  or  is  joined  by  a 


all  the  mod  active  and  dangerous 
fervice  of  the  American  war. 

Upon    the    whole,    with  troop* 
of    another    cad    and    character, 


creek,  which  pafling  Morne  For-  even  without  fuppofing  them   to 

tune,  cuts  the  country   for   fome  be   by    any   means  contemptible, 

way  farther  up.     Theie  batteries  the  fituation,  notwithdanding  its 

were    covered   in     front    by    the  advantages,     would     have  v  been 

creek,  and  commanded,  in  a  con-  found  more  than  perilous.     The 

fiderable   degree,    the    land     ap-  critical  fituation  of  the  fleet  and 

proaches  to  the  Viergie.  army,  with  the  vad  importance  of 

Thus,  General  Meadows,  who  that  pod,  and  of  the  Careenage, 


with  the  referve,  was  dationed, 
and  it  may  be  faid,  ihut  up,  in 
that  peninfula,  was  by  didance 
and  fituation,  as  well  as  that  de- 
cided fuperiority,  which  the  num- 
bers of  the  enemy  enabled  them 
to  maintain,  ia  all 


which  depended  on  it,  ,cut  off, 
however,  every  imputation  of 
rafhnefs,  from  whatever  hazard 
might  be  encountered  in  their  pre- 
fervation. 

The   effect    of  thofe    judicious 
the  parts  of    pofitions  which  had  been  taken  by 

ths 
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the  Britifh  troops  on  their  firft 
landing,  became  now  fully  evi- 
dent to  both  armies.  Nor  was 
the  chagrin  and  difappointment  of 
the  French  greater,  upon  the 
failure  of  their  attempt  to  gain 
the  Careenage  Bay,  than  it  was 
after  their  landing,  when  they 
difcovered  that  Sir  Henry  Cal- 
dcr's  brigade  were  in  poffeflion  of 
the  mountains  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac.  For 
the  bombarding  of  the  Britifh 
fleet,  from  thole  heights,  which 
fo  effectually  commanded  that 
bay,  was  the  firft  great  object  in 
view  in  their  landing ;  which, 
from  the  ftrong  pofitions  taken  by 
that  brigade,  was  now  totally  unat- 
tainable, at  any  lefs  price,  than 
that  of  a  general  engagement  by 
fea  and  land  ;  an  iffue  to  which 
the  French  were  not  yet  at  all  dif- 
pofed  to  bring  matters. 

Upon  a  full  view  and  confedera- 
tion of  thofe  circumflances  which 
we  have  ftated,  as  well  as  of  others, 
the  French  commanders  deter- 
mined to  direct  their  firft  effort  fe- 
parately  againft  General  Meadows, 
and  to  attack  the  peninfula,  at  the 
fame  time,  by  land  and  fea.  For 
R  ,  the  firft  of  thefe  purpofes, 
*  about  5,000  of  their  beft 
troops  were  drawn  out,  and  ad- 
vanced in  three  columns  to  attack 
the  Britifh  lines,  which  were  drawn 
acrofs  the  ifthmus  that  joins  the 
peninfula  to  the  continent.  That 
on  the  right  was  led  by  the  Count 
D'Eftaing,  the  centre  by  M.  de 
Lovendahl,  and  the  left  column, 
by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  go- 
vernor of  Martinique.  The  re- 
mainder of  their  troops  were  kept 
difengaged,  to  watch  the  motions 
of  Prefect's  brigadjj  and  to  check 


any  attempt  they  might  make  to 
fuccour  General  Meadows. 

On  the  near  approach  of  the 
columns,  they  were  enfiladed  with 
great  effect,  by  thofe  batteries 
which  we  have  taken  notice  of, 
on  the  fouth  of  the  bay.  But 
notwithftanding  this  impediment* 
they  rufhed  on  to  the  charge,  with 
atl  that  impetuofity  which  is  cha- 
racteriftic  of  their  nation.  They 
were  received  with  acoolnefs,  flea* 
dinefs,  and  immoveable  firmnefs, 
which  even  exceeded  the  expecta- 
tion of  thofe,  who  were  moft 
verfed  in  the  temper  and  cha- 
racter of  their  enemy.  The  French 
troops  were  fuffered  to  advance  fo 
clofe  to  the  entrenchments,  with- 
out oppofition,  that  the  Britifh 
front  line  fired  but  once,  and  then 
received  the  enemy  on  the  bayonet* 
That  fire,  had  of  courfe,  a  dread- 
ful effect;  but  the  French,  not- 
withflanding, fupported  the  con* 
flict  with  great  refolution,  .  and 
fuffered  extremely  before  they  were 
entirely  repulfed.  It  is  faid,  that 
feventy  of  the  enemy  were  killed 
within  the  entrenchment  on  the 
firft  onfer. 

As  foon  as  they  had  recovered 
their  breath  and  order,  they  re- 
newed the  attack  with  the  fame  ea- 
gernefs  and  impetuofity  as  before  $ 
and  were  again  encountered,  with 
the  fame  determined  refolution  and 
inflexible  obftinacy.  Although 
they  had  fuffered  feverely  in  thefe 
two  attacks,  they  again  rallied> 
and  returned  to  the  charge  the 
third  time.  But  the  affair  was 
now  foon  decided.  They  were 
totally  broken,  and  obliged  to  re- 
tire in  the  utmoft:  diforder  and 
confufion,  ieavirfg  their  dead  and 
wounded  in  the  power  of  the  vie* 

tori« 
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tors.      They  were,    however,    in  capable  of  fcrvice  ;  and  600  more 

confequence  of  an  agreement   en-  were  {Jightly  wounded ;   the  whole 

tered     into,    almoft    immediately  amounting    to    a    number    confi- 

after,  permitted  to   bury  the  one,  derably    fuperior    to   th  it   of    the 

and  to  carry  off  the  other;  M.  de  enemy   whom    they    had  encoun- 

Eftaing    having   rendered   himfeif  tered.      The   lofs    of  the   victors, 

accountable    for  the   wounded    as  was  comparatively as'fmall,  asthat 

prifontrs  of  war.  on  the  fide  of  the  vanquiihed  was 

The  diverfion  attempted  by  fea  great,  and  beyond' ufual  example  3 
produced  fo  little  effect,  as  not  to  and  it  cannot  but  excite  aftoniih- 
deferve  any  particular  notice.  No-  ment,  that  although  a  good  many 
thing  could  exceed  the  difpofitions  were  wounded,  not  a  (ingle  Briti(h 
made  upon  this  occafion  by  Ge-  officer  fhould  have  loft  his  life  in 
neral  Meadows,  nor  furpafs  his  fuch  an  action. 
conduct  in  any  of  its  parts.  He  M.  D'Eitaing  continued,  in  a 
was  wounded  in  the  beginning  of  ftate  of  feeming  irrefolution,  for 
the  action;  but  could  neither  be  ten  days  longer  on  the  iiland,  with- 
perfuaded  by  his  furgeons  to  quit  out  forming  any  apparent  plan  for 
the  field,  nor  to  admit  of  their  its  recovery,  or  making  the  fmal- 
affiftance  in  it,  until  the  affair  left  fariher  attempt  by  iVa  or  land> 
was  decided.  It  would  be  need-  notwithftanding  the  vaft  fuperio- 
lefs  to  make  any  obfervation  upon  rity  of  his  marine  force;  which 
the  behaviour  of  his  officers  and  was  hourly  iucreafed  (if  fuch  may 
troops.  Where  all  were  brave,  be  confidered  as  an  aid)  by  the 
little  notice  could  be  taken  of  in-  number  of  French  and  American 
dividuals.  Major  Harris,  who  privateers',  which  flocked  from  all 
commanded  the  grenadiers,  and  quarters,  to  partike  of  the  fpoil; 
Major  Sir  James  Murray,  at  the  if  not  of  the  glory  of  the  enter- 
head  of  the  light  infantry,  had,  prize.  He,  hovvever,  at  length; 
from  their  commands,  an  oppor-  found  hirrif  If  reduced  to  the  ne- 
tunity  of  being  more  particularly  cefiky.  of  relinquiihing  a  cor.tcft; 
diftinguifhed.  It  would  fcem  upon  winch  had  proved  fo  exceedingly 
the  whole,  as  if  there  had  been  a  barren  both  of  profit  an  1  honour, 
jealous  emulation  in  danger  and  He  accordingly  embarked  his 
glory  between  the  land  and  the  troop*  on  the  night  of  the  28th, 
naval  departments,  and  that  For-  and  on  the  following  day,  aban- 
tune  had  taken  £are  to  (hare  the  doned  the  iftand  to  its  deftiny; 
palm  fo  equally,  that  the  conteft  As  if  it  were  to  crown  the  climax: 
mould  fli  11  remain  undecided.  of  his  mortifications,  he  was   not 

The  lofs  fuftained by  the  French,  yet  out  of  fight,  when  the  Che- 
exceeded  any  thing  that  could  valier  de  Micoud,  with  the  prin- 
have  been  fuppofed  or  appre-  cipal  inhabitants,  offered  to  capi- 
hended,  whether  from  the  num-  tutate ;  and  although  they  were 
bers  engaged,  or  from  the  dura-  now  totally  deferted,  and  left 
tion  of  the  action.  No  lefs  than  folely  at  the  mercy  of  the  victor?,- 
400  men  were  killed  upon  the  very  favourable  conditions  were 
fpot ;  500  were  fo  defperately  granted  to  them, 
wounded    as   to   be  rendered  in- 
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CHAP.       IV. 

State  of  public  affairs  during  the  recefs  of  parliament.  Addrefs  and  petition 
from  the  city  of  London.  Militia  embodied.  Camps  formed.  Admiral 
Keppel  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  grand  feet  for  the  home  fervice. 
Peculiar  Jituation  of  that  commander.  Fleet  fails  from  St.  Hellens. 
Licorne,  French  frigate,  ft  opt  and  detained.  Blame  able  conduft  of  the 
Captain ,  in  firing  unexpectedly  into  the  America  man  of  war.  Defperate 
engagement  between  the  Arethufa,  and  the  Belle  Poule,  frigates.  French 
fchooner,  bravely  taken  by  the  Alert  cutter.  Another  French  frigate  falls 
in  with  the  fleet ;  and  is,  with  the  Licorne  and  fchooner,  brought  to 
England.  Fleet  returns  to  Portfmouth  for  a  reinforcement.  Rewards 
and  bounty  of  the  French  King,  to  the  offcers  and  crew  of  the  Belle  Poule. 
Admiral  Keppel  fails  again  from  Portfmouth.     Falls  in  with  the  French 

.  fleet  under  the  Count  d'Orvilliers  ;  and  after  a  chace  of  five  days,  brings 
them  at  length  to  aclion.  Account  of  the  engagement  on  the^z^th  of  July. 
View  of  thofe circumftances  which  were  fuppofed  to  have  prevented  that 
aclion  from  being  decifive.  French  fleet  efcape  in  the  night,  and  return 
to  Breft.  Prudent  and  temperate  conducl  obferved  by  the  Admiral,  Re- 
turns to  Plymouth  to  reflt.  Proceeds  again  to  fea,  but  cannot  meet  the 
French  fleet. 


FROM  thefe  fcenes  of  diflant 
hoftility,  it  is  time  we  (hould 
direct  our  attention  nearer  home, 
and  take  a  view  of  thofe  imme- 
diate meafures  purfued  by  Great 
Britain,  to  extricate  herfelf  from 
the  difficulties  of  that  new,    iln- 
£ular,  and  perilous  fituation,   in 
which   (he    had   fo   unfortunately 
been  involved.     A  fituation,  in- 
deed, more  lingular  and  perilous, 
could  fcarcely  be  traced  in  hiftory. 
Weakened  and  diftra&ed  by  a 
domeftic  cokteft,    which    equally 
con  fumed   her  ftrength    and   re- 
fources ;  in  which  victory  was  at- 
tended   with   confequences,    that 
were  always  of  equivocal  advan- 
tage,   and  defeats  produced   the 
whole   of   their    natural    effecls ; 
while  the  balance  of   fortune  in 
that    fingle    conteft    wa*    yet   fo 
doubtful,  that  the  inability  of  re- 
ducing her  revolted  colonies,  wai 

1 


held  out  as  an  oftenfible  and  fuf- 
ikient  caufe  for  confideriog   and 
treating  them  as  independent  and 
fovereign  ftates ;  in  the  mid  ft  of 
this  critical  druggie,  we  fee  Great 
Britain  fuddenly  involved  in  a  new 
and   much   more  dangerous  war, 
without  any  mitigation  of  the  old ; 
we  behold  her  engaged  with  her 
antient  rival  and  hereditary  enemy : 
with  ene  of  the  mod  mighty  and 
moil  warlike  powers  in  Europe, 
rendered  flill  n:ure  dangerous  by 
his  vicinity  ;    and  in  this  double 
warfare  with  old '  friends  and  old 
enemies,  not  only  bereaved  of  her 
natural  ftrength,  but  a  great  part 
of  it  turned  againft  her,    (be   u 
left  alone  to  endure  the  unequal 
combat,  abandoned  by  all  man- 
kind, and  without  even  the  pre-- 
tence  of  a  friend,  or  the  name  of 
an  ally  in  the  world* 

Sack 
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Such  was  the  unfortunate  fixa- 
tion, fuch  the  calamitous  picture, 
which  Great  Britain  exhibited  in 
the  year  1778.  So  aweful  a  cri- 
£3;  fo  perilous  a  ftate  of  public 
affairs ;  demanded  thofe  fupreme 
degrees  of  wifdom  in  counfel,  and 
of  e&cacy  in  action,  which  are  fo 
feldom  united  with  each  other, 
and  which  are  ftill  more  rarely 
United  with  true,  patriotifm*  If 
inch  fituationi  are  fometimes  bled 
with  the  extraordinary  good  for- 
tune, of  calling  forth  great  talents 
from  ioertnefs  or  obfcurity,  it  much 
more  frequently  happens  that  they 
produce  a  totally  contrary  effect. 
For  the  vaftnefs  of  the  occafion  is 
too  liable  to  dazzle,  to  bewilder, 
and  to  confound,  that  u  fef ul  me- 
diocrity of  talents  and  abilities, 
which,  however  unequal  to  the  fi- 
tuation,  is  exceedingly  well  calcu^ 
la  ted  for  the  common  conduct  and 
purpofes  of  mankind. 

However  it  was,  or  from  what- 
ever caufes  it  proceeded,  whether 
from  a  fluctuation  or  difcordance 
of  opinions,  difagreement  in  tem- 
per and  views  among  the  minifters, 
whether  from  the  want  of  any  pre- 
vious or  eftablifhed  fyftem,  or  that 
the  flattering  ideas  of  fome  partial 
or  general  accommodation,  ftill  in- 
terfered with  and  counteracted  all 
Other  modes  of  proceeding,  fo  it 
was,  that  fome  appearance  of  ir- 
refolution  and  indecifion,  which 
at  that  critical  period  prevailed  in 
the  eotinfels  and  meafures  of  Great 
Britain,  was  fo  palpable,  as  nei- 
ther to  efcape  the  obfervations  of 
friends  or  of  enemies.  Notwith- 
standing repeated  caufes  of  alarm, 
we  feemed  to  be  taken  by  furprize. 
The  language  of  the  court,  as 
foon  as  it  could  collect  itfelf,  was 
fufficiently  Arm ;  and  feemed  in* 


fpired  by  a  fpirit  of  vigour  Anted 
to  an  occafion  which  called  for1 
efforts  Of  an  extraordinary  kincl. 
It  was  rather  even  the  tone  of  in- 
dignation and  vengeance,  thart. 
mere  constancy  and  refoJution. 
But  this  fpirit  very  foon  evapo- 
rated ;  and  nothing  was  talked  of 
in  a  war  of  conqueft  and  vengeance 
but  felf-defence; 

The  enemies  of  miniflry  were 
loud  on  this  occafion.  They  faid, 
that  by  this  timid  plan,  neither; 
fuited  to  the  emergency,  nor  to 
the  language  held  upon  it,  the 
opportunity  was  loft;  by  fome  fud- 
den,  great,  and  flgnal  blow,  of 
reviving  our  antient  name  and 
character ;  and  of  infpiring  that 
reverence  to  our  national  vigour 
and  military  Drowefs,  which  it  was 
fo  necefTary  for  us  to  maintain  and 
eftablifii  with  other  nations,  wjie* 
ther  friendly  or  inimical,  at  the 
outfet  of  fuch  a  war. 

It  was  fuppofed,  that  a  double 
fcheme  of  partial  accommodation* 
the  one  part  avowed,  and  the  other 
fecret,  and  founded  upon  fyftema 
directly  oppofite,  was  about  that 
period  prevalent,  and  had  no  fmall 
fhare  iri  influencing  the  conduct  of 
public  affairs.  The  firft  part  of 
this  fcheme  was  founded  on  the 
idea  of  detaching  America,  through 
the  intervention  of  the  Com  mi  f- 
fioners,  from  the  alliance  with 
France.  Nothing  could  ppflibhr 
have  been  more  efTential  to  the 
intercfts,  the  reputation,  and  to 
the  grandeur  of  Great  Britain,, 
than  the  fuccefs  of  this  fneafure. 
France  would  then  have  been  left 
to  encounter  all  her  force  alone, 
which,  if  properly  directed,  fhe 
was  yet  by  no  means  capable  of  en- 
during. 

ID]  2  The 
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The  event  of  that  part  of  the 
fcheme  we  have  already  feen.  The 
fecond,  was  that  of  detaching 
France  from  America;  and  con- 
sequently leaving  the  latter  ex- 
pofed  to  that  refentment,  which 
in  the  other  inftance,  would  have 
been  directed  againft  the  firih  Al- 
though this  part  of  the  fcheme, 
even  fuppofing  it  capable  of  fuc- 
cefs,  could  not  (land  in  any  de- 
gree of  real  comparative  value 
with  the  former,  yet  it  held  out 
certain  flattering  ideas,  which 
might  even  render,  it,  in  fome 
decree,  a  favourite.  For  the  de- 
relidtion  of  America  by  France, 
would  have  left  the  former  open, 
and  now  totally  hopelefs,  to  that 
complete  and  final  fubj ligation,  or 
unconditional  fubmiflion,  which 
had  fo  long  been  the  great  obje& 
of  court  and  miniflers.  But  this 
.fcheme  feemed  from  the  beginning 
hopelefs,  though  it  for  a  while  en- 
tertained the  imaginations  of  many. 
Great  Britain  had  no  bribe  of  fuf- 
ficient  magnitude  to  purchafe  from 
France  this  dereliction  of  her  ob- 
ject. If  fuch  could  have  been  of- 
fered,  and  offered  with  effect,  it 
jnuft  have  been  before  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  treaty :  but  the  treaty 
was  concluded. 

Every  part  of  the  conduct  of 
France  from  the  commencement 
of  the  American  troubles,  either 
tended  dire&ly,  or  but  ill  difguifed 
her  defign,  to  bring  matters  to  the 
prefent  crifis.  To  the  period  of 
that  treaty,  however,  her  policy 
lay  open  to  the  influence  of  cir- 
cumftances,  and  her  conduit  was, 
and  undoubtedly  would  have  been 
in  any  cafe,  governed  by  them. 
But  when  once  (he  had  taken  the 
decided  and  dangerous  part,  of 
publicly,  avowing  her   fentij&ents 
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and  views,  and  of  openly  binding 
herfelf  in  the  face  of  the  world  ta 
the  performance  and  fupport  of 
thofe  treaties  which  (he  had  con- 
cluded with  the  Americans,  it  was 
then  not  only*  evident  that  (he  had 
gone  too  far  to  recede,  but  that  fhe 
had  alfo  chofen  her  ground,  and 
was  fully  difpofed  and  determined 
to  abide  the  confequence*.  So  that 
every  hope  founded  upon  her  change 
offyilem,  feemed  little  better  than  ' 
vifionary. 

There  were  fome  ftrong  indi- 
cations,, that  a  third,  and  more 
com  pre  hen  five  fcheme  of  pacifica- 
tion than  either  of  the  foregoing, 
was  at  one  time  in  agitation.  This 
was  no  lefs,  than  the  conclufion  of 
an  immediate  peace  and  alliance 
with  the  Colonies,  under  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  that  independ- 
ence, which  it  was  laid  down  as 
a  principle,  they  had  already  vir- 
tually and  irretrieveably  obtained, 
and  thereby  cutting  off  at  one 
flroke,  every  caufe  of  war,  and 
of  difpute  with  America.  In  that 
cafe,  if  a  plan  of  prudence,  pot 
very  glorious,  had  been  purfued, 
there  was  an  end  of  the  quarrel 
both  with  America  and  France. 
If  the  reduction  and  punifhment 
of  France  was  the  object,  the  war 
againft  her  might  be  purfued  with 
undiffipated  force.  On  the  very 
day  of  the  delivery  of  the  French 
refcript,  a  paper  to  that  purpofe, 
written  by  an  old  and  ftrong  ad- 
vocate for  the  American  war,  was  * 
delivered  at  the  doors  of  the  two 
Houfes, 

If  this  fcheme  ever  had  any 
fubftantial  being  in  the  miniftry, 
it  was,  however,  but  of  Ihort  du-  * 
ration ;  and  was  fo  far  from  being 
brought  forward,  or  any  more 
heard  of  in  that  quarter,  that  when 

pro» 
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proportions  of  a  fimilar  nature, 
were  fooo  after  made  by  the  op- 
position in  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  ilrongly  fup ported,  on 
the  ground  boch  of  expedience  and 
neceffity,  they  were  -violently  op- 
pofed,  and  accordingly  over-ruled 
(as  we  have  formerly  feen)  by  the 
minifters* 

To  fome  fuch  variety  of  opinions, 
with  Tefpecl  to  the  means  of  ac- 
commodation, the  grand  queftions 
of  peace  and  war,  and  the  mode 
of  pro fecu ting  the  latter,  may  pro- 
bably be  attributed  thofe  ap- 
pearances of  fluctuation,  and  in- 
decifion,  which,  at  that  period, 
were  fo  ftrongly  and  repeatedly 
charged,  as  the  chandler i it ic  marks 
of  our  counfels  and  mea Aires.  And 
to  fuch  caufes  mud  be  attributed, 
the  reception  of  the  report,  of  a 
reproach  faid  to  be  thrown  out  by 
the  French  minifter,  at  the  moment 
of  his  departure  from  London, 
viz.  "  That  the  Britifh  counfels 
««  were  fo  totally  undetermined  and 
"  indecifive,  in  every  matter,  whe- 
*•  ther  of  public  or  private  con- 
"  cern,  that  he  never  could  get  a 
"  pofitive  a^nfwer  from  the  mi- 
"  niflers,.  upon  any  bufinefs,  whe- 
"  ther  of  fmall,  or  of  the  highefl 
"  importance." 

\/t      u      *u        On    the    very    day 
March  13th,  that  the  FreJh  r/_ 

277'  •  fcript  had  been  de- 
livered to<the  Secretary  of  State, 
an  addrefs  and  petition  from  the 
City  of  London,  praying  for  the 
adoption  of  ftich  meafures  as  would 
moft  forward  the  restoration  of  in- 
ternal peace,  tend  to  refcue  pub- 
lic affairs  from  unwife  and  im- 
provident management,  and  ob- 
tain, improve,  and  fecure,  the  re- 
turning confidence  of  the  people, 
was  preferred  to  his  Majeily.  Thjs 
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piece,  which  was  of  unufual  length, 
and  a  mafterly  compofition  m 
point  of  writing,  contained,  •  in 
the  moil  qualified  language,  and 
the  moft'  guarded  and  refpettfel 
terms,  a  feries  of  the  feverefl  ob- 
fervations  and  cenfures,  on  (what 
they  termed)  thofe  fatal  counfels, 
and  that  conduct  of  public  affairs 
and  meafures,  which  equally  mis- 
leading and  deceiving  the  Prince 
and  the  people,  led  to  the  prefent 
dangerous  and  unhappy  crifis. 
Along  with  a  recapitulation  of 
the  lofTes,  misfortunes,  and  dis- 
graces of  the  war,  with  a  finking 
picture  of  the  various  calamities 
and  miferies,  which  they  attri- 
bute to  that  public  conduct  they  fo 
flrongly    condemn,    they    by    no 

'means  forget  to  take  notice,  how 
repeatedly  they  had  deprecated, 
and  how  truly  foreboded,  in  their 
former  applications  to  the  throne, 
(and  in* concurrence  with  the  fenfe 
of  many  other  refpectable  public 
bodies,  and  of  many  of  the  wifeft 

'and  beil  of  his  Majeily  *s  fubjects) 
the  prefent  evils  and  dangers,  as 
well  as  thofe  greater  to  which  the 
nation  is  (till  liable,  as  the  inevi- 
table confequences  of  the  mea- 
fures which  were  purfued  ;  neither 
did  they  pafs  without  notice  the 
inerlicacy  of  their  former  applica- 
tions, and  the  anfwers  which  had 
been  given  to  their  addreffes  and 
remoniirances  upon  public  affairs. 

Among  other  political  obferva- 
tions,  all  implying  or  charging 
neglecl  or  mifconduct  on  the  fide 
of  government,  they  particularly 
noticed  in  the  prefect  inltance, 
that  there  was  no  appearance  of 
our  having  formed  any  alliance 
with  any  of  the  other  great  powers 
of  Europe,  in  order  to  cover  us 
from  the  complicated  perils  fo  mar 
[D]  3  nifeflly 
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nifeftty  imminent  over  this  ration,  Bat  tbefe  meafures  produced  wo 
at  a  time  when  there  was  bat  too  great  effect  on  the  one  ride  or  the 
much  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  other,  as  there  were  few  fhips  in 
alliances  of  the  moft  dangerous  the  ports  of  ekher. 
kind  were  formed  againft  as.  The  order  for  the  feizureof  the 
The  anfwer,  which  was  longer  Britifh  vefTels,  was  in  three  days 
than  ofual,  teemed  alfo  to  indicate  followed  by  another  meafure  ftill 
a  greater  attention,  both  to  the  more  decifive,  and  which  feemed 
fubject  of  the  addrefs,  and  to  the  as  if  it  were  intended  by  France, 
body  whofe  ad  it  was,  than  had  to  affix  fuch  a  feal  to  her  late  de- 
been  always  manifefted  upon  fi-  claration,  as  would  not  only  con- 
sular occanons.  It  comprehended  vince  her  new  allies  of  her  finer- 
in  fubftance,  that,  although  it  coold  rity,  bat  pot  it  opt  of  her  own 
jM>t  be  allowed,  that  the  force  and  power  to  retract  from  her  engage- 


refources  of  the  ftate,  had  been  un- 
wifely  and  im providently  exerted, 
when  the  object  was  the  main- 
tenance of  that  conftitutional  fii- 
bordination  which  ought  to  prevail 
through  its  feveral  parts ;  yet,  the 


ments  with  them.  This  was  the 
public  audience  and  reception  given 
to  the  three  American  deputies. 
Dr.  Frankly n,  Silas  Deane,  and 
Arthur  Lee,  as  ambafladors  from 
the  United  States,  by  the  French 


calamities  infeparable  f#om  a  ftate  monarch.  The  deputies  were       ~ 

oif  war   had   been   conftantly    la-  introduced  by  M.  deVergen-  2I   * 

mented;    and,    an   affu  ranee   was  nes,  and  received    by   the  King, 

given,  that  his  Majefty  would  moft  with  the  ufual  formalities  and  ce- 

earneftly  give  all  the  efficacy  in  his  remonials,  which  the  etiquette  of 

power,    to  thofe   meafures  which  courts  has  eftablifhed  on  the  in- 

the  legislature    had    adopted,    for  traduction  of  mini  Hers  from  fove- 

the    purpofe    of  reftoring,    by    a  reign  ftates.     A  great  and  finking 

happy  and  permanent  conciliation,  event,  as  any  which  has  been  known 

all  the'blefljngs  and  advantages  of  in  the  latter  ages.     Nothing  could 

peace.  be  defired  more  mortifying  to  th$ 

Whatever  hopes  or  motives  ope-  Crown  of  Great  Britain, 
rated  towards  4  temporizing  con-         Certain  appearances  were,  how- 
duel  on   the  fide   of  England,    it  ever,  Mill  to  be  preferved  by  Franc* 
was foon perceivable,  thatnofimi-  as  well  as  by  England;  and  th$ 


larcaufes  influenced  that  of  France. 
No  fooner  was  the  accopnt  con- 
veyed with  unufual  difpatch  to  that 
court,    of  the  immediate  effects, 


King's  ordinance,  affording  new 
and  extraordinary  advantages  tq 
the  captors  of  prizes,  as  an  en- 
couragement and  fpur  to  the  vi- 


which  the  delivery  of  the  refcript  gour  of  the  marine  fervicc,  al- 
jfrom  their  mini  Her  feemed  to  have  though  it  was  figned  on  the  28th 
produced  in  London,  than  orders    of  March,     was    kept    dormant, 


March  1 8th.  ww  fiftamly  iffued 

for  the  feiznre  of  all 

thofe  Britifh   yefTcls,  which    were 

found  in  any  of  the  French  ports. 


without  publication  or  effect,  until 
the  beginning  of  July. 

To  complete  the  defensive  plan, 
which  was  declared  to  be  only  pre- 
TMS  example  was  followed   by  a    li  mi  nary  to  one  more  effectual,  to 
fimilar  order   in    Great   Britain,    be  taken  op  in  due  time,  in  £ng~ 
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land  the  militia  were  immediately 
called  oat  and  embodied,  upon  the 
riling  of  parliament;  and  being 
joined  by  the  regular  forces,  the 
numbers  of  the  one  being  appor- 


nifters,  on  the  prefentoccafion,  withr 
having  entertained  the  King  with; 
the  vain  pageantry  of  a  naval  re- 
view, and  having  for  this  purpofe 
kept  the  navy  from  more  rational 


tioned  in  fome  degree  to  that  of  fervice  in  America,  in  order  to  im- 

the  other,  campy  were  formed  at  pofe  on  the  fovereign,  and  to  hi  Jo 

Winchefter,    Salisbury,     St.    Ed-  from  his  eyes  their  neglect  of  his 

mund'sbury   in   Suffolk,     War  ley  molt  eftential  forces.  Such  means  of 

Common  in  E flex,  and   Coxheath  gratifying  royal  or  popular  curiofity 

in  Kent.     But  the  eyes  and   the  in  the  fair  weather  of  peace,  may 


confidence  of  the  nation,  were 
turned,  as  ufual,  towards  that  na- 
val force,  which  had  fo  long  been 
the  object  of  its  pride  and  hope. 

This  hope  and  confidence  were 
ili  11  farther  increafed,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  diftinguifhed,  and 
exceedingly  popular  admiral,  in  the 
higheft  efteem  with  his  own  profef- 
fion,  as  well  as  the  public,  to  the 
command  of,  what  was  called,  the 
grand  fleet  at  Portsmouth.  It  hap. 
pened,  however,  moft  unhappily, 
that  at  this  critical  feafon  of  national 
danger,  our  navy  was  not  altogether 
capable  of  fupporting  the  expecta- 
tions which  were  formed.  Some 
time  elapfed  before  any  consider- 
able force  could  be  got  together. 

We  have   for   fome   years   pall 
feen,  that  complaints  on  this  fub- 
ject,  and  enquiries  into  the  Hate 
of  the  nayy,  have  been  repeatedly 
introduced  and  propofed  in  parlia- 
ment;   that  direct  charges   as    to 
points  of  fact,  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance,    have    been    frequently 
made  and  ftrongly  fupported  ;  that 
thefe   charges    have   been   no  lefs 
ftrongly   and  confidently  denied ; 
and    that  all   proportions,    which 
led  to  any  direct  and  effectual  in- 
vefligation  of  the  fubject,  have  been 
uniformly   rejected    by  prodigious* 
majorities,    as  improper  and  im- 
politic in  their  own  nature. 
Xhe  minority  charged  the  mi- 


well  ferve  to  hide  defects,  and  to 
conceal  weaknefs ;  but  the  rough 
feafon  and  fearching  hand  of  war, 
will  foon  tear  off  the  painted  co- 
vering, and  expofe  the  deception* 

Admiral  Keppel  was  deftined  to 
the   command   of    that,  fleet,    to 
which  was  committed  the  defence 
of  this  ifland,    the   protection   of 
the  homeward  bound    trade,  and 
the  prefervation  of  the  dignity  and 
honour  of  the  Britifh   flag  in  the 
adjoining    feas.      He    arrived    at 
Portfmouth  to  take  upon  him  the 
command,  in  a  few  days  after  the 
delivery    of    the   French   refcript. 
It    now    appears,    from    evidence 
which  cannot  be  controverted,  and 
which  nothing  lefs  than    the   ex* 
traordinary   events    that    followed 
could  have  brought  forward,  that 
he  found  matters  in  a  very  different 
flate,    as   well    from   the  opinion 
which^had  been  generally   circu- 
lated, as  from   what  he  had  him- 
felf  been    taught   to   expect.     He 
afTerted  on   his   trial,  and  it   was 
not  contradicted,  that  in  (lead  of  a 
ftrong    and  well    appointed   fleet, 
capable  of  undertaking  the  great 
objects  of  fervice  laid  before  him, 
he  then  difcovdrcd  to  his  aftonifh- 
ment,    that   there    were   only   fix 
fail  of  the  line,  which  were*  in  any 
degree  of  condition  for  Immediate 
fervice ;  and   that  the  paucity  or 
condition  of  men  or  fhips  was  not 
[DJ  4   '  more 
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more  alarming,  than  the  deficiency 
of  all  kinds  of  naval  (lores  was  la- 
mentable.      The    minifters    have 
fince  afTerted,  that  there  were  many 
ihips  in   condition^   and   fufficient 
to    form   a   flrong    fquadron  ;  but 
they  were  at  that   time  difperfed 
on  various  fervices  ;  and  could  not 
be   collected    together   fo   foon   as 
they  wifhed,  though  early  enough 
for    ufe*     Whatever    merit   might 
have  been  in  this  matter,  the  ad- 
miral,   accommodating  himfelf  to 
the  adtual   ftate  of  affairs,  and  to 
the   neceffity   of    the    time,    acted 
with  Aich   prudence,  caution,  and 
difcretion,  as  fully  prevented  that 
increafe  of  the  public   alarm   and 


C( 


<c 


<< 


<< 


exprefled  by  an  eminent  member 
of  parliament,  "  that  all  defcrip- 
tions   of    men    Teemed    p  leafed 
with    the   choice,    and   to  feel 
their  own  fecurity  included  in 
his  appointment." 
However    flattering    thefe    cir- 
cum (lances   might   be,  his  taking 
fuch  a  command,  was  not  without 
its  difficulties,  and  afforded  much 
room  for  ferious   reflection.     It  is 
indeed   highly   flattering  to,    and 
one  of  thofe  meeds  of  virtue  and 
ability,  which  perhaps  affords  the 
mod  poignant    gratification,    that 
however  they    may    be    neglected 
and  laid  by,  in    the  halcyon  days 
of  quicc   and   fecurity,    they   muft 


apprehenfioa,  which    a  difplay  of    be  fought  to   with  reverence,  and 


thefe  circum,ftances  muft  neceflaiily 
have  occafioned.  Without  noife, 
and  without  complaint,  he  urged 
his  private  applications  to  the  Ad- 
miralty with  foch  afliduity  and  ef- 
feEt,  that  a  new  fpirit,  and  unufual 
degree  of  vigour,  were  fuddenly 
feen  to  pervade  the  naval  depart- 
ment ;  and  fuch  induflry  was  ufed 
in  preparation,  that  by  the  middle 
of  June,  he  was  enabled  to  take 
the  feas,    with    a  fleet  of   twenty 


called  into  action  with  honour,  in 
the  feafons  of  trouble  and  peril. 
But  the  Admiral  had,  upon  this 
occafion,  a  great  deal  to  rrfque, 
and  he  expected  nothing.  His 
circumfthnces  were  not  fuch  as  to 
prompt  him  to  feek  for  new  perils, 
and  his  time  of  life,  and  (late  of 
health,  naturally  led  to  a  defire  of" 
eafe,  rather  than  to  the  fatigues, 
hardfhips,  and  difficulties,  not  only 
of  an  active  employment,  but  of  a 


fail  of  the  line,  and  a  promife  of    moft  critical  fervice.      The  well- 
fpeedy  and.efFcctual  reinforcement,     earned  glory  acquired  in  forty  years 


anxious  fituation  of  af- 
in  fuch   imperfedl  pre- 


In  this 
fairs,  and 

paration,  great  reliance  was  placed 
by    the    public,    in    the    acknow- 


fervke,  was  now  to  be  flaked  upon 
a  Angle  caft,  and  could  receive  no 
great  addition  from  winning.  And 
it  could  not  be  without  much  re- 


ledged  naval  abilities   and   fkill  of    luctance,  that   a  fituation  Jn   life, 
a  commander,  the  fettled  fame  of    which  it   would  be    fo   extremely 


whofe  cool  and  determined  cou- 
rage, might  make  him  dare  to  be 
prudent.  He  hadJjeen  concerned 
in  many  of  the  nRft  fplendid  fer- 
vices of  the  lare  war,  and  flood 
particularly  high  in  the  eflirna- 
tion  of  I  ord  Anfon  and  Lord 
Hawke.  In  the  navy  he  was  in  a 
jnonner  adored.     It  was  flrongly 

3 


difficult  in  any  refpect  to*  have 
mended,  fliould  be  committed  to 
any  new  hazard.  This  is,  with 
few  additions,  his  own  natural 
and  affecting  way  of  flating  his 
fituation. 

His  political  fituation  increased 
all  thefe  difficulties,  and  evidently 
rendered  the  mcafure  extremely  ha- 
zardous., 
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sferdoos.  Every  officer  who  has 
ever  been  entrufted  with  a  great 
and  important  command  mult  ex- 
perimentally know,  how  much  his 
fuccefs  and  Ijis  fame  depends,  upon 
the  fupport  which  he  has  at  home. 
In  this  fupport  is  to  be  included, 
the  countenance  of  thofe  miniflers, 
who  are  in  effect  his  employers,  as 
well  as  the  meafure  of  fupply. 
which  they  mete  out  for  the  fup- 
port of  his  fervice.  Oppofition  in 
parliament,  and  a  difference  of  opi- 
nion in  political  matters,  have,  in 
former  times  as  well  as  the  prefent, 
been  alledged  as  a  caufe  of  the  op- 
preffion  of  officers  in  military  com- 
mands. "  I  go  to  ferve  again  ft 
*f  your  enemies,"  faid  Villars  to 
Louis  the  XlVth,  "  but  I  leave 
'*  mine  in  your  clofet."  Miniflers, 
on  the  other  hand,  are  apt  to  ac- 
cufe  them  of  failure  in  duty,  on 
account  of  disaffection  to  the  power 
of  perfons  whom  they  hate.  It 
is  however  certain,  that  in  the 
latter  cafe,  this  mifconduct  can  (e\- 
dom  happen,  without  being  very 
evident  to  the  difcerning  eyes  of 
their  own  profefllon.  But  in  the 
former,  the  character  of  a  com- 
mander may  be  whifpered  away, 
without  any  direct  charge  being 
laid  againlt  his  conduct,  or  any 
avowed  cenfure  from  thofe,  under 
whofe  aufpices  and  inductions  he 
had  acted. 

In  confequence,  however,  of  a 
royal  mefTage,  which  came  through 
the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
Admiral  Keppcl  attended  in  the 
clofer,  to  receive  the  commands  of 
his  fovereign.  And  although  (to 
ufe  his  own  evpreffions  upon  his 
trial)  his  forty  years  endeavours 
were  not  marked  by  the  pofTeffion 
of  any  one  favour  from  the  crown, 
except   that  of  its  confidence   in 
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time  of  danger,  he  could  not  think 
it  right  to  decline  the  fervice  of  his 
country.  And  this  the  more  efpe-r 
cially,  4s  the  nation  was  repre- 
fented  to  him,  by  thofc,  who  had 
a  right  to  be  the  bed  acquainted 
with  its  condition,  to  be  in  no 
very  f^cure  flate.  In  that,  and 
other  fubfequent  royal  audiences, 
he  delivered  his  opinions  with  that 
plainnefs  and  opennefs,  which  were 
equally  fuited  to  his  natural,  and 
incidental  to  his  profeffional  cha- 
racter. He  particularly  took  the 
freedom  of  obferving,  that  he 
ferved  in  obedience  to  his  Ma- 
je fly's  commands  ;  that  he  was 
unacquainted  with  his  miniflers,  as 
mini  iters ;  and  that  he  took  the 
command  as  it  was,  without  making 
any  difficulty,  and  without  afking 
a  fingle  favour';  trufting  oniy  to 
his  Majefly's  good  intentions,  and 
to  his  gracious  fupport  and  pro* 
tection. 

Nor  were  appearances  lefs  fa*. 
vourable  on  the  fide  of  the  nai- 
niilers.  The  bufinefs  had  been 
fixteen  months  in  contemplation, 
the  firft  propofal  having  been  made 
in  confequence  of  the  alarming 
afpect  which  the  flate  of  public  af- 
fairs exhibited,  in  the  month  of 
November  1776  ;  the  notice  of  his 
appointment,  upon  the  decifive 
part'  at  length  taken  by  France, 
was  conveyed  to  the  admiral, 
through  the  chief  minifter  of  the 
marine,  with  every  appearance  of 
concurrence  and  approbation  ;  and 
the  bearer  of  this  meffage,  who 
fe*med  to  feel^no  fmall  degree  of 
plea  Jure  in  the  employment,  (al- 
though he  afterwards  became  his 
accuier)  was  his  particular  friend 
and  intimate  acquaintance  of  very 
long  Handing.  This  gentleman, 
who  was  vice  admiral  pf  the  blue, 

ana 
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and  likewife  a  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty, was  to  ferve  in  Mr.  Kep- 
pel's  fleets  as  third  in  command. 
It  would  be  needlefs  to  dwell  upon 
the  well- founded  fatisfaclion  and 
confidence,  which  the  a  Alliance  or 
officers,  it  an  ding  in  fuch  a  degree 
of  intimacy  and  friendftiip,  muft 
afford  to  a  commander  in  chief. 
It  feems  to  meet,  fo  far  as  it  goes, 
that  firft  wife  of  every  general,  to 
have  the  choice  of  thofe  officers  on 
whom  he  muft  principally  confide, 
and  on  whore  conduit,  his  repu- 
tation and  fuccefs  muft  fo  much 
depend. 

With  the  force  we  have  men- 
tioned, the  greateft  national  truft 
that  could  be  repofed,  and  unli- 
mited difcretionary  powers,  the  ad- 

7  *      miral  failed   from  St. 

Junei|th,   HeJen>j        The    truft 

' '  *  was  indeed  great,  for 
the  ftate  of  public  affairs  was  ex- 
ceedingly critical.  It  was  well 
known  that  France  had  a  ftroBg 
Beet  at  Breft,  and  in  fuch  a  ftate 
of  preparation,  as  fufficiently  in- 
dicated fome  immediate  and  im- 
portant defign.  Our  great  com- 
mercial fleets,  loaded  with  that 
wealth,  which  could  alone  enable  us 
to  encounter  fech  formidable  ene- 
mies, and  to  fupport  fo  compli- 
cated and  extenfive  a  war,  were 
on  their  way  home  from  different 
(quarters  of  the  globe.  To  the 
protection  of  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain,  was  to  be  added 
the  defence  of  her  extenfive  coafts, 
the  fecurity  of  her  vaft  capital,  and 
the  prefervation  of  thofe  invaluable 
refervoirs  of  her  naval  power,  in 
which  were  equally  included,  her 
prefent  ftrength,  and  her  future 
hope.  All  thefe  immenfe  objects, 
were  commiued  to  the  defence  of 
fwenty  mips, 
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Tire  fleet  had  fcareely  arrived  at 
its  ftation  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay, 
when  an  occafion  offered  to  ihew, 
that  great  difcretionary  powers  are 
liable  to  much  perfonai  rifque,  on- 
lefs  the  moft  cordial  fupport  is  af- 
forded, by  thofe  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  public  affairs,  te  the  per- 
fo*  on  whom  thefe  powers  is  de- 
legated. Two  French  frigates, 
with  two  fmaller  vefiets,  appeared 
in  fight,  and  were  evidently  taking 
a  furvey  of  the  fleet.  The  ad-* 
miral's  fituation  was  nice  and  dif- 
ficult. War  had  not  been  de- 
clared, nor  even  reprizals  ordered. 
It  was,  however,  neceflary  to  (top 
thefe  frigates,  as  well  to  obtain 
intelligence,  as  to  prevent  its  being 
Conveyed.  Indeed  it  feemed  a  mat- 
ter of  indifpenfible  neceffity,  not 
to  mifs  the  opportunity  of  acquiring 
fome  knowledge  of  the  Hate,  fi- 
tuation, and  views  of  the  enemy. 
But  that  fluctuation  of  counfelsv 
which,  as  we  have  ftated,  feemed 
to  prevail  at  that  time,  joined  to 
the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the  ad* 
miral's  political  fituation,  feemed, 
all  together,  to  render  any  ftrong 
meafure  exceedingly  hazardous. 
He  might  have  been  difavowed; 
and  a  war  with  France  might"  be 
charged  to  his  rafhnefs,  or  to  the 
views  and  principles  of  his  party. 
In  this  dilemma,  the  admiral  de- 
termined to  purfue  that  line  of 
conduct  which  he  deemed  right, 
and  to  abide  the  confequences. 
The  fubfequent  behaviour  of  the  ' 
French  frigates,  feemed  calcu- 
lated to  afford  a  j  unification  for 
any  meafure  of  violence  he  coulc). 
have  purfued. 

A  general  fignal  for    -        f    . 
chacing    being   made,    J  '     •* 

the  Milford  frigate  got  in  the  even- 
ing along-fcdc  of  the  Licorne  of  33 
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guns,   and   in   the   mod  obliging  mity,    humanity,    and    admirable 
terms,  required,  or  rather  requefted,  command  of  temper,  which  reflect 
the  French  captain,  to  come  un-  the  higheft  honour  on  his  charac- 
ter the  admiral's  Hern ;  this  was  ter,  did  not  return  a  fingle  fhot. 
refufed,  bat  upon  the  coming  up  of        In    the   mean   time,    the  other 
a  fhip  of  the  line,  and  her  firing  a  French    frigate,    called   La   Belle 
gun,  the  frenchman  flood  to  her,  Poule,  which  was  of  great  force, 
and   was    brought   into  the   fleet,  and  heavy  metal,  with  a  fchooner 
The  admiral  font  a  meflage  to  lee-  "of  10  guns  in  company,  were  clofely 
ward,  that  every  civility  fhould  be  purfued   by  the  Arethufa  frigate, 
exprefled   to  the  French  captain,  Captain   Marfhal,    and  the  Alert 
and  alfo  information    given,  that  cutter,  until  they  got  out  of  light 
he  would  fee  him  as  foon  as  they  of  the  fleet.    The  Arethufa  having 
could  come  op  in  the  morning  ;  at  length  got  up  with  her  chafe, 
the  veflels  who  had  him  in  charge  requeued   the   French    captain  to 
received   orders  to  attend  to  him  bring  to,  and  acquainted  hint  with 
through  the  night,  and  to  bring  the  orders  of  bringing  him  to  the 
him  up  without  moleflation.    ,  admiral.     A  compliance  with  thefe 
In  the,  morning,  an  unexpected  requifi dons  being  peremptorily  re- 
movement  made  by  the  French  fri-  fufcd  by  the  French  officer,  Cap- 
gate,  occaiioned  one  of  the  convoy  tain  Marfhal  1   fired  a  fhot  acrofs 
to  fire  a  fhot  acrofs  her  way,  as  a  the  Belle  Poule,  which  fhe  inftantly 
fignal  for  keeping  her  courfe,  when,  returned,    by   pouring  her   whole 
to  the  aftoniihment  of  the  admiral  broadfide  into  the  Arethufa,  then 
and  the  whole  fleet,  fhe  fuddenly  very  clofe  along  fide* 
poured  her  whole  broadfide,  accom-        A  defperate  engagement  cnfued, 
panied  with  a  general  difcharge  of  and    was   continued    with    unufual 
her  mufquetry,  into  the  America  of  warmth    and   animofity  for  above 
74  guns ;  at  the  very  inflant  that  two   hours ;  each  fide  vying  with 
Lord  Longford  her  commander  was  the  utnuoft  degree  of  national  emuT 
Handing    upon    the  gunwale,    and  lation  to  obtain  the  palm  of  victory, 
talking  in  terms  of  the  utmoil  po-  in  this  firft  action  and  opening  of 
litenefs  to  the  French  captain.  The  a  new  war.     The  F ranch  frigate 
frigate  inftantly  (truck  her  colours  was   much   fuperior  in    weight  of 
as  foon  as  fhe  had  difcharged  her  metal  and    number  of  men  ;    nor 
(ire.     Several  of  the  fhot  ilruck  the  could   fhe  at  all  have  (pared   any 
America;  and  it  feemed  little  lefs  part    of    thofe    advantages.       A$- 
than   a    miracle,    confidering    the  length,  the  Arethufa  was  fo  much 
clofenefs  of  the  (hips,  and  the  un-  fhattered  in    her   marts,  fails,  and 
fufpe&ing  fiate  of  the  crew,  that  rigging,    and    there   being   at   the 
only    four    of    her    people    were  fame  time  but  little  wind  for  her 
wounded.  Although  this  behaviour  government,  fhe  became  in  a  great 
merited   the   fevered  return;    and  meafure  unmanageable;  and  they 
that  a  broadfide,  which  would  pro-  being  now  upon  the  enemy's  coaft, 
bably  have  fent  her  to  the  bottom,  and  the  French  (hip's  head  in  witti 
was    that    immediately  to    be  ex-  the  land,  the  latter  took  that  op- 
pe&ed,   yet,  the  noble  commander  portunity  of  (landing  into  a  fmall 
of  th&  America,  with  a  magnani-  bay,  where  fcveral  boats  came  to 
"   "'"     :      ■■■■"        *'  her. 
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her    abidance    at    day-Ii^ht,    and 
towed  her  into  a  place  of  fafety. 

During  the  tore  part  of  this 
action,  tne  engagement  was  no  left 
warm  between  Captain  Fairfax,  in 
the  Alert  carter,  and  the  French 
fchooner.  Their  force  was  about 
equal  ;  the  former  carrying  ten, 
and  the  latter  (if  v»e  remember 
right)  eight  guns.  The  conu-it 
was  well  Supported  for  upwards  of 
an  hour  ;  when  the  fchooner  was 
compelled  to  ilrike,  with  thelofs  cf 
five  men  killed,  and  feven  mor- 
tally wounded.  The  Arethufa  had 
fufFered  fo  much,  that  flie  was  towed 
back  to  the  Hejt  by  the  Valiant 
and  Monarch,  both  cf  which  had 
purfued  the  chace.  Her  lofs  in 
men  was  alfoconfidcrablc,  amount- 
ing to  eight  killed,  and  thirty- fix 
wounded.  That  of  the  Beile  Pcule 
was  prodigious.  The  French  ac- 
count acknowledges  above  forty 
flain,  and  fifty -feven  wounded. 
Among  the  former  was  the  fecond 
in  command. 

They  acknowledge  that  the  Belle 
Poule  carried  26  twelve  pounders  ; 
but  they  forget  to  enumerate  thofe 
of  lighter  metal,  which  are  faid  to 
have  amounted  to  14  more;  and 
they  cftimatc  the  Arethufa  at  28 
fix  pounders.  Notwithstanding  this 
fuperiority  of  force,  the  brave  and 
obltinate  defence  made  by  the  Belle 
Poule,  in  this  firft  a&ion  of  a  new 
war,  when  the  terrors  of  our  naval 
prowefs  in  the  lad,  were  not  yet 
forgotten,  became  a  matter  of  great 
praife,  and  wonderful  exultation. 
The  King  of  France  took  care  to 
nourifh  this  national  pride  and  opi- 
nion, as  well  by  the  honour  and 
promotion  which  he  bellowed  on 
the  captain  and  other  principal 
officers,  as  by  the  pecuniary  re- 
wards to  thofe  in  a  more  fubaltera 


degree,  and  his  liberal  muni  fie 
to  the  widows,  families,  or  : 
tions,  of  thofe  who  fell  in  th< 
tion.  Nor  was  this  attention 
fined  to  the  officers.  The  wou 
feamen,  and  the  widows  of 
fellows  who  were  flain,  partoo 
a  proportional  degree,  of  the  : 
bounty ;  and  the  whole  was  crov 
with  a  conuderable  benefa&io 
the  (hip's  company  in  general* 
the  ether  hand,  the  Captains  ] 
fhai  and  Fairfax,  received  j 
praife  from  their  commander, 
not  more  than  they  deferved. 

In  the  mean  time,  another  Fr 
frigate  fell  in  with  the  fleet, 
was  detained  by. the  admiral,  u 
colour  of  the  hoftility  com  mi 
and  the  extraordinary  circumfb 
of  ill  con  duel  with  which  it 
a:tended,    by    the  captain   of 
Licorne  ;  but  fevcral  French  1 
chantmen   were ,  fufFered    to 
through  the  fleet  un  mole  fled,  1 
did  not  think  himfelf  at  all  ac 
rized  to  interrupt  their  comox 
It  was  reported,  we  know  not 
what  authority,  that  thefe  frig 
with  fome  other  vefTels,  wereci 
ing  to  intercept  our  Med  item 
fleet  of  merchantmen,  which, 
eluding  thofe  from  Spain  and 
tugal,  amounted  to  about  70 
and  which  were  then  upon  the  \ 
of  immediate  arrival. 

From  the  taking  of  the  Fn 
frigates,  the  admiral  derive 
fource  of  information  of  the 
critical  and  alarming  nature, 
had  been  taught,  as  he  a  flirt 
to  believe  that  he  command) 
fleet,  which,  if  not  quite  equ; 
number  and  force,  was  yet  fuel 
from  a  confidence  in  his  officer* 
men,  he  might  venture,  wit 
raflinefs,  to  oppofe  to  any  t 
that  could  have  been  brought 
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flgainft  him  during  his  cruize.  He 
was  now  clofe  upon  the  enemy's 
coaft,  and  within  fight  of  Ufhant, 
when  he  difcovered,  to  his  inex- 
preflible  aftonilhment,  from  the  pa- 
pers, and  other  means  of  inform- 
ation which  the  capture  of  the  fri- 
gates had  thrown  into  his  hands, 
that  the  French  fleet  in  Bred  Road 
and  B reft  Water,  amounted  to  32 
ihips  of  the  line,  be  fides  10  or  12 
frigates ;  whereas  his  own  force 
con  fitted  only  of  20  of  the  former, 
and  three  of  the  latter. 

His  fituation  was  certainly  highly 
perplexing,  and  no  lefs  critical.  It 
was  fcarcely  poflible  to  fuppofe,  that 
he  could  have  been  fen t  out  with 
fuch  a  force,  and  where  objects  of 
fuch  immenfe  importance,  as  per- 
haps included  no  lefs  than  the  very 
exiftence  of  the  empire,  were  at 
flake,  under  any  intention  of  his 
encountering  fo  prodigious  a  fupe- 
riority  ;  and  it  was  yet  fcarcely 
lefs  difficult  to  conceive  or  believe, 
that  adminiftration  in  general,  or 
that  great  department  of  the  Hate 
under  which  he  immediately  acted, 
in  particular,  could  have  been  poffi- 
bly  deficient  in  information,  on 
the  full  pofTeflron  of  which  the  pub- 
lic welfare  and  fafety  fo  directly 
hung,  and  which  they  could  not 
want  means  of  procuring  with  the 
utmoft  facility. 

In  fo  untoward  a  fituation,  it  was 
indeed  difficult  what  to  decide  on. 
Want  of  experience  feems  as  necef- 
fary  as  want  of  wifdom,  to  infpire 
contempt  for  an  enemy.  The  con- 
fequences  of  a  defeat  on  the  ene- 
my's coaft,  were  not  in  this  cafe,  as 
in  the  general  courfe  of  wars,  t.o  be 
meafured  only  by  a  temporary  lofs  of 
territory,  or  fubftraction  of  glory. 
Every  thing  was  at  Hake.  The  for- 
tane,  and  perhaps  the  being  of  this 


country,  were  to  be  committed  to 
the  hazard  of  a  fingle  die.  Our 
own  narrow  feas  might  be  fwept  by 
an  infulting  enemy  ;  our  open 
ccrafts  every  where  expofed  to  de- 
valuation and  ruin  ;  and  the  king- 
dom to  open  invafioni 

Such  were  fome  of  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  that  were  to  be  appre- 
hended from  a  defeat  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  things ;  and  the  more  es- 
pecially, as  that,  through  the  cou- 
rage of  the  commanders,  and  the 
urgency  of  the  occafion,  could  only 
have  been  accomplifhed'  by  the 
abfolute  deitruction  of  the  fleet ; 
whilft  the  unfortunate  deficiency  of 
naval  ftores  and  provision  which 
then  prevailed  within  the  kingdom, 
with  the  difficulty,  if  not  impracti-  %l 
cability,  under  fuch  circumilances, 
of  procuring  a  foreign  fupply,  and 
the  expofed  fituation  of  our.  docks, 
yards,  and  confequently  of  all  thofe 
mips  which  were  either  building  or 
under  repair,  would,  all  together, 
prefent  fuch  an  opening  to  final 
ruin  and  calamity,  that  fcarcely  a 
hope  could  be  entertained  of  re- 
trieving the  ftroke.  On  the  other 
hand,  to  fly  from  the  coaft  of  an 
infulted  enemy,  when  thai'  enemy 
was  coming  out  to  avenge  the  in- 
fult,  would  be  an  incident  as  new 
in  the  naval  hiftory  of  England,  as 
it  would  feem  inconfiflent  with  the 
prefent  opinion,  and  degrading  to 
the  part  renown  of  the  commander. 

In  this  dilemma,  the  admiral 
determined  that  all  other  confeder- 
ations mould  give  way,  to  what  he 
deemed  a  faithful  difchar^e  of  the 
great  trufts  repofed  in  himj  the  pri- 
mary objects  of  which,  were  the 
protection  of  his  country,  and  the 
prefervation  of  her  commerce.  He 
wifely  thought  the  Hakes  were  too 
great  to  be  hazarded  againit  vaft 

odds, 
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odds,  cither  upon  perfonal,  or  pro- 
feffional  punctilio.  Ic  was,  how- 
ever, a  difficult  conqueft.  He  af- 
terwards declared,  when  compelled 
to  a  public  explanation  and  defence 
of  his  conduit,  that  he  never  in  his 
life  felt  fo  deep  a  melancholy,  as 
when  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
turn  his  back  on  France. — And, 
that  his  Courage  was  never  put  to 
fuch  a  trial  as  in  that  retreat ;  but 
that  it  was  his  firm  perfuafion,  that 
his  country  was  faved  by  it. 

,  Upon  the  return  of  the 

27  fleet  to  Portfmouth,  the  ad- 
miral had  an  opportunity  of  veri- 
fying by  experience,  the  neceS- 
fity  to  a  commander  in  chief,  es- 
pecially in  critical  feafons,  and 
endowed  with  large  discretionary 
powers,  to  be  well  Supported  in  the 
cabinet,  and  to  meet  with  a  difpo- 
fition  to  a  favourable  conflruction 
and  acceptance  of  his  well-directed 
Services,  in  thoSe  nice  and  doubtful 
Situations,  wherein  no  Specific  line 
of  conduct  can  be  laid  down  for  his 
direction,  and  in  which,  either  per- 
fonal reSponSibility  mud  be  hazard- 
ed, or  what  appears  at  the  time  to 
be  the  eflential  interefls  of  his 
country  Sacrificed.  He  had  al- 
ready gone  in  two  inflances  td  the 
limits  oS  his  diScretionary  powers. 
The  taking  oS  the  Srigates,  and  the 
return,  contrary  to  expectation  and 
intention,  if  not  to  direct  orders, 
from  his  flat  ion,  were  meafures  of 
fuch  a  nature,  as  admitted  of  no 
medium  in  their  conduction.  They 
were  either  absolutely  right,  or  they 
mull  be  abfolutely  wrong.-  In  the 
former  cafe,  they  demanded  not 
only  immediate,  but  great  appro- 
bation ;  in  the  latter,  the  moil  di- 
rect reprehenfion.  Thje  officer, 
who  had  committed  errors  of  Such 


magnitude  and  danger,  fliould  not 
again,  by  any  means,  have  been 
entrufted  with  a  command  of  Such 
national  importance. 

The  admiral  was,  however,  left 
in  this  date  of  uncertainty  ;    and 
with  So  great  a  truft  in  his  hands, 
never  received   the  Smalleft  direct 
or  official  approbation  of  his  con- 
duct in   either  in  fiance.     But  he 
-Seemed  to  be  immediately  delivered 
over,  without  mercy,  to  the  obloquy 
and  Scurrility  of  thofe  publications, 
which  he  con  Side  red  as  being  under 
the  immediate  direction  of  the  mi- 
nifters ;  and  which,  from  the  cir- 
circumftance  of  their  abufe  having 
been  So  frequently  the  prelude  to 
the  down  Sal  or  diSgrace  oS  officers, 
are  particularly  conSidered  as  being, 
in  Some  Sort,  in  the  Secret,  and  as 
having   the  Sanction  oS  authority 
Sor  their  cenSure  and  condemnation. 
By  theSe,  the  admiral's  return  and 
Conduct  were  branded  with  the  mofl 
opprobrious  terms  which  language 
was  cariable  oS  bellowing,  and  aS- 
cribed  to  the  moft  disgraceful  "mo- 
tives ;  his  general  character  treated 
with  the  mofl  indecent  Scurrility.; 
and  as  they  placed  his  conduct  and 
his  merits  in  the  Same  Scale  with 
thoSe    of  Admiral  Byng,   So  they 
boldly  and  directly  threatened  him 
with  the  Same  Sate.     . 

The  admiral  bore  all  the  dif» 
couraging,  as  well  as  the  difagree- 
able  circumitances  he  met,  with 
wonderful  temper.  He  made  no 
complaints  himfelf,  did  every  thing 
to  ftifle  diSc.ontents  in  others, prefTed 
forward  the  preparations  for  his  re- 
turn to  Sea,  without  noiSe  or  pa- 
rade, and  bore  all  the  unmerited 
reproach  that  was  thrown  upon 
him,  without  beingonce  tempted 
to  a  juftification,  which,    by  the 
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narration  of  the  fad,  mud  necef- 
farily  have  criminated  the  firft  ldrd 
of  the  admiralty. 

The  fortunate  arrival  of  the  two 


line,  and  a  cloud  of  frigates.  They 
were  divided  in  three  iquadrons  or 
divifjons,  the  whole  being  under 
the  command  of  the  Count  d'Or- 


firft  of  our  Well- India  fleets,  and  xvilliers,  who  was  affiited  in  his  own 
of  the  Levant  trade,  brought  in  a  particular  divifion,  by  Admiral  the 
fupply  of  feamen,  at  the  mod  cri-  Count  de  Guichen.  The  fecond 
tical  period  in  which  they  could ,  was  commanded  by  the  Count  Du- 
have  ever  been  wanted*     By  this     chaffault,  afMed  by  M.  de  Roche- 


means,  and  the  exertions  every 
where  ufed  by  the  admiralty,  the 

I  1  tsth  *dmiT2Ll  was  enabled  to 
Ja  y  9    •    put  again  to  fea,  on  the 

13th  day  from  his  arrival  at  Portf- 
mouth,  with  24  (hips  of  the  line ; 
and  was  joined  on  the  way  by  fix 
more  ;  the  paucity  of  frigates  ft  ill 
continued,  there  being  an  addition 
of  only  one,  to  which  was  alfo 
added  two  nrelhips.  But  the  &ips 
in  general  were  commanded  by 
men,  who  in  point  of  fkill,  abi- 
lity and  courage,  were  of  the 
higheft  estimation. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  French 
king  made  ufe  of  the  engagement 
with  the  Belle  Poule,  and  the  tak- 
ing ef  the  other  frigates,  as  the 
often fible  ground,   for  lifting  out 


chovart  ;  and  the  third  by  the 
Duke  of  Chartres,  (prince  of  the 
blood)  who  was  feconded  by  Ad- 
miral the  Count  de  Grafle.  M.  xlc 
la  Motte  Piquet,  although  an  ad- 
miral, acted  as  firft-captain  in  the 
Duke  of  Chartres*  fhip.  On  their 
departure  from  Breil,  the  Lively 
frigate,  which  had  been  fent  {• 
watch  their  motions,  got  fo  involved 
amongft  them  that  ihe  could  not 
poffibly  efcape,  and  was  accordingly 
taken. 

The  Eoglifh  fleet  was  likewife 
thrown  into  three  divisions;,  thje 
van  being  commanded  by  Sir  Ro- 
bert Harland,  Vice- Admiral  of  the 
Red  ;  and  the  rear  by  Sir  Hugh 
PalJifer,  Vice- Admiral  of  the  Blue. 
The  commandcrin  chief  was  aUitfed 


orders  for  reprifal  on   the  fhlps  of    by  the  voluntary  fervices  of  Rear- 
Grcat-Britain  ;  and  the  ordinance     Admiral  Campbell,   a   brave  and 


for  the  diftribution  of  prizes,  which 
we  have  already  obferved  had  been 
pafled  a  confiderable  time  before, 
although  hitherto  kept  dormant, 
was  now  immediately  publifhed. 
Similar  meafures  were  likewife  pur- 
fued  in  England,  as  foon  as  the 
account  of  thefe  tranfadions  was 
received.  Thus  nothing  of  waj 
was  wanting  between  the  two  na- 
tions, excepting  merely  its  name, 
or  rather  the  formality  of  the  pro- 
clamation. 

On  the  day  preceding  the  depar- 
ture of  the  Britifh  fleet  from  Portf- 
mouth,  the  French  fleet  failed  from 
Breil,  amounting  to  32  (ail  of  (he 


experienced  officer,  who  from  an- 
cient friendihip,  and  a  long  par- 
ticipation of  danger  and  fervice, 
condefcended  to  ad  as  firft-captaini 
in  his  own  fhip  the  Victory. 

The  two  fleetscame  in  fight  of  each 
other  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  oif 
July.  It  appears  from  the  movements 
and  conduct,  both  then  and  after, 
of  the  French  admiral,  that  he  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  increafc  of 
Mr.  Keppel's  ftrength,  at  their  firft 
meeting;  but  coniidered  his  fleet 
as  being  flill  in  about  the  fame  ltatc 
as  to  number,  in  which  it  had  been 
at  the  time  of  quitting  its  tfation 
before  Brefl.  Under  this  imprefiion , 

he 
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he  Teemed  difpofed  for  bringing  on 
an  immediate  engagement ;  but  as 
foon  as  the  fleets  had  approached 
fo  near,  as  pretty  well  todifcover 
each  others  force,  he  feemed  evi- 
dently to  relinquifh  that  determin- 
ation, and  continued  afterwards  to 
evade  with  great  caution  and  know- 
ledge in  his  profeffion,  all  thofe 
endeavours  which  were  conftantly 
ufed  en  the  other  fide  to  bring  on 
an  action. 

As  night  was  near,  and  that  ge- 
neral actions  by  fea  are  always  to 
be  avoided  at  that  feafon,  the  Bri- 
tifh admiral  only  brought  the  fleet 
to,  in  a  line  of  battle,  leaving  the 
option  of  attack  to  the  enemy.  A 
frefh  gale,  and  a  change  of  wind 
in  the  night,  made  fome  confider- 
able  alteration  in  the  relative  fitu- 
ation  of  the  oppofed  fleets.  The 
French  had  now  gained  the  wea- 
ther-gage, which  afforded  them  the 
great  advantage,  of  either  bring- 
ing on  an  action,  nearly  in  the 
time  and  manner  they  liked,  or  of 
avoiding  it  totally.  Two  of  their 
line  of  battle  fhips  had,  however, 
fallen  con fider ably  in  the  night  to 
leeward  ;  and  the  admiral  now  fee- 
ing that  they  ftudioufly  avoided  an 
engagement,  and  being  fenfible  of 
the  difficulty  of  forcing  them  to 
that  decifion,  while  the  wind  held 
in  its  prefent  ftate,  determined  if 
poffible  to  profit  of  this  feparation, 
and  to  reduce  his  opponent  to  the 
alternative,  of  either  facrificing 
two  of  his  capital  fhips,  or  of  ha- 
zarding a  general  action. 

The  French  commander  chofe  to 
fubmit  to  the  rifque  of  the  former. 
Although  the  two  fhips  were  not 
taken,  they  were  fo  effectually  cut 
off  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  that 
they  were  never  able  to  rejoin  them 
during  the  remainder  of  the /cruize; 


and  another  fhip,  which  had  fuf- 
tained  fome  damage  during  the 
night  in  the  gale,  was  expofed  to 
foch  imminent  danger  of  being 
taken,  as  to  owe  her  efcape  merely 
to  a  fudden  fhift  of  the  wind.  By 
the  cutting  ofF  of  the  two  former 
vefTels,  the  hoflile  fleets  were  placed 
upon  an  equality  in  point  of  num- 
ber, with  refpect  to  line  of  battla 
fhips.  ^ 

For  four  fucceffive  days,  the  fleet 
continued  conftantly  to  beat  up 
again  ft  the  wind  in  purfuit  of  the 
enemy  ;  who  might  have  chofen 
any  hour  of  that  time  to  have  come 
to  a  general  engagement.  This 
flack nefs  with  refpect  to  action,  is 
not,  however,  to  be  attributed  to 
any  want  of  fpirit  in  Monf.  D'Or- 
villiers,  the  gallantry  of  that  officer 
being  unqueftioned ;  but  the  mo- 
tives which  operated  on  both  com- 
manders, were  as  totally'  different 
as  their  conduct.  Mr.  Keppel  had 
the  ftrongeft  and  molt  urgent  rea- 
fons,  for  pre  fling  on  an  engagement 
with  the  greateft  poffible  expedi- 
tion ;  and  the  fame  reafons  operat- 
ed, though  in  a  lefTer  degree,  upon 
his  adverfary,  to  abflain  from  that 
final  ifTue.  The  greateft  bodies  of 
the  Britifh  trade  were  then  on  their 
return  home.  Two  Eaft-lndia,  and 
two  Weft-India  fleets,  of  immenfe 
value,  were  hourly  expected.  The 
French  fleet,  from  their  order  of 
failing,  and  the  number  of  their 
frigates,  fpread  over  fo  vaft  an  ex- 
tent of  .ocean,  that  Mr.  Keppel 
found  it  neceflary  to  warn  the  ad- 
miralty in  his  letters,  of  the  un- 
avoidable danger  to  which  any 
fhips  that  attempted  to  join  him 
would,  thereby  be  expofed.  As  the 
Britifh  fleet  cut  off  that  of  France 
from  their  own  ports,  fo  the  fleet 
of  France  was  fpread  athwart  that 

tourfe* 
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courfe;  which  our  homeward  trade 
Was  likely  to  hold  ;  and  from  the 
Situation  of  both  fleers,  and  the 
ftate  of  the  wind,  might  have  taken 
them  in  the  Britifh  admiral's  fight, 
without  a  poffibility  of  his  prevent- 
ing it. 

Nor  was  this  ftate  of  things  Ten- 
dered lefs  irkfome,'  nor  the  appre- 
henfions  refuhing  from  it  qualified, 
by  any  well-founded  confidence  that 
it  might  not  be  of  long  continu- 
ance. On  the  contrary,  our  own 
naval  hiftories  record  an  example 
in  the  reign  of  King  William,  when 
the  celebrated  Admiral  Ruffe!  was 
obliged  to  undergo  for  two  months 
the  mortification,  of  being  almoft 
in  the  daily  view  of  the  French 
fleet,  without  his  being  able  in  all 
that  time  to  bring  them  to  action. 
The  admiral  had  alfo  another  mo- 
tive for  his  anxiety  to  bring  on  an 
engagement  upon  any  terms  what- 
ever. Thi9  motive  was  founded  in 
his  inflections.  For  although  he 
did  not  for  prudential  reafons  think 
fit  to  produce  them  on  his  trial,  he 
made  no  fcfuple  of  declaring  freely 
to  the  court,  that  his  inductions 
went  directly  and  abfolutely  to  that 
point  of  fighting  the  enemy. 

In  this  purfuit  of  the  French 
fleet,  the  preferving  of  a  regular 
line  of  battle,  with  any  hope  of 
bringing  them  to  action,  was  evi- 
dently impracticable.  That  figrial 
was  accordingly  hauled  down  from 
the  23d,  and  that  for  chacing  to 
windward  kept  conftantly  flying. 
In  this  meafure,  the;  admiral  was 
fupported,  not  only  by  his  own 
judgment,  but  by  the  practical  ex- 
ample of  fome  of  the  greatefl  names, 
who  had  ever  fupported  or  efta- 
blifhed  the  honour  of  the  Britifh. 
flag.  But  the  meafure  was  of  a 
nature,;  which  rendered  all  prece- 
•  Vol.  XXII. 
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dent  unneceffary  for  its  jufllfication. 
The  affiduous  and  continual  endea- 
vours of  the  French  admiral  to 
avoid  an  engagement,  afforded. full 
caufe  for  apprehending  that  he  ex- 
pected a  reinforcement,  and  that; 
independent  of  all  other  motives, 
would  have  been  fufflcient  for  ufing 
every  means  to  bring  it  fuddenly 
on.  By  adhering  to  a  line  of  bat- 
tle, the  French  fleet  would  have 
been  evidently  out  of  fight  in  a 
very  fhort  time,  and  the  probable 
confequence  would  have  been,  ei- 
ther the  lofs  of  our  foreign  con- 
voys, or  infult  co  the  canft  of  Eng- 
land. The  admiral  accordingly 
continued  the  chare  wiAout  inter- 
million,  keeping  his  fleet  at  the 
farrie  time  as  much  collected,  as 
the  nature  of  a  purfuit  would  admit 
of,  in  order  to  feize  the  firft  op- 
portunity which  a  change  of  wind 
might  afford,  of  bringing  the  enemy 
to  a  clofe  and  decifive  action. 

On  the  rooming  of  the  27th  of 
July,  the  French  fleet  were  at  day- 
break, as  much  to  windward,  and 
at  as  great  a  diflance,  as  they  had 
generally  been  during  the  preced- 
ing days ;  and  feemed  alfo  to  avoid 
an  action  with  as  much  indullry  a* 
ever.      The   vice-admiral   of   the 
blue  wa"s  then  rather  more  to  lee- 
ward than  his  ftation  required,  and 
having  his  mainfail  Up,  it  obliged 
the  fhips  of  that  divifion  to  conti- 
nue under  an  eafy  fail.     This  in- 
duced the  commander  in  chief  to 
throw    out    a    fignal,    for  feveral 
fhips  of  that  divifion  to  chace  to 
windwafd.    The  enemy's  fleet  were 
then  near  three  leagues  to  windward, 
and  going  off  clofe  by   the  wind 
with  a   preffed   fail.     The  motive 
afligned  for  the  fignal  was  to  collect 
as  many  of  thofe  (Lips  to  windward 
as  could  be  done,  in  order  to  fill 
[E\  up 
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up  that  interval  between  the  com- 
mander in  chief's  (hip  and  the  vice- 
admiral,    which    had    been    occa- 
(ioned  by  the  latrer  falling  fo  far 
to  leeward  ;  and  thus,  by  flrength- 
ening  the  main  body  of  the  fleet,  to 
be  ready  for  any  chance  that  might 
occur   of  bringing   the  enemy   to 
action.     And  ihe  reafon   why  the 
fignal  was  not  made   to  the  whole 
divifipn  inftead  of  particular  (hips, 
was,    that    they    then    mud    have 
chaccd   in    a    body,    which   would 
have  retarded  the  belt  going  (hips, 
by  an  atuniance  on  their  imme- 
diate    commander.       Indeed    the 
vice  admiral  feemed  fo  fenfible  of 
the    object  of  the  fignal,   that  it 
produced   an  immediate    effect  in 
the   conduct  of  his  own  fhip,  by 
a    confiderable     augmentation    of 
fail. 

Some  changes  of  the  wind,  and  a 
dark  fquall,  which  came  on  before 
11  o'clock,  produced  feveral  evo- 
lutions in  both  fleets,  the  nature 
and  effect  of  which  are  not  eatily 
explained  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
landmen-.  It  feems  upon  the  whole, 
that  fome  fudJen  fliifts  of  the  wind, 
together  with  the  unexpected  and 
unintentional  effect  produced  by  an 
evolution  on  the  French  fide,  being 
all  improved  upon  by  the  mod  ma- 
tferly  efforts  on  the  other,  brought 
the  two  fleets  fo  clofe,  that  they  could 
not  part  without  an  engagement. 
But  as  this  was  a  fituation  not 
fought,  and  a  decifion  not  wi(hed 
by  the  French  commanders,  they 
endeavoured  to  evade  its  confe- 
quences  as  much  as  pofiible;  and 
accordingly,  inftead  of  (hortening 
fail,  and  lying  to,  in  order  to  re- 
ceive the  Britith  fleet  in  a  line  of 
battle  on  the  fame  tack,  by  which 
every  (hip  on  either  fide,  would 
have  been  fairly  engaged  with  her 


adverfary  in  the  oppofite  Jine,  and 
the  action  could  fcarcely  fail  of  be- 
ing decifive,  they  fuddenly  put 
about  on  the  contrary  tack.  By 
this  manoeuvre,  the  heads  and 
courfe  of  the  (hips  in  each  fleet, 
being  di reded  to  oppofite  points 
of  the  compafs  with  thofe  of  the 
other,  they  could  only  engage  u 
they  pa  (Ted,  in  Head  of  lying  fide 
to  fide,  fo  as  to  make  an  effe&sal 
im  predion. 

Thus  it  will  be  eafily  conceived, . 
that  in  this  courfe  of  engagement, 
any  Britilh  (hip  that  could  fetch 
the  head  of  the  French  fleet,  would . 
receive  and  return  the  fire  of  every 
(hip  from  fir  ft  to  laft  in  their  line; 
which  would  have  been  (till  kept  op 
by  thofe  that  followed,  until  both 
fleets  had  totally  pa  fled  each  other. 
It   neceflarily    followed  of  courfe, 
that   thofe   (hips    which    engaged  ■ 
firft,  would  be  the  fooneft  oat  of 
action;  and  that  the  continuance' 
of  each  in  it,  mud  depend  upon 
the  part  of  the  French  line  which  ■ 
(lie  was  able  to  fetch,  and  the  con- 
fequent  number  of  (hips  (he  had 
dill  to  pafs.     Although  this  mode 
of  fighting  did  not  at  all  prevent 
the  lofs  of  men,  or  damage  to  the 
(hips,  yet  it  tended  greatly  to  de- 
fer, if  not   totally  to  evade,  the. 
confequences  incident  to  thofe  cir- 
cumitanees ;    as   it  prevented  the 
fuccefsful  adverfary  from  being  ca- 
pable of  immediately  pursuing  with  - 
eftett,  either  the  blow  which  he. 
had  given  to  a  (ingle  (hip,  or  the 
general  im predion   which   he  had- 
made  in  the  enemy's  line.     The. 
neceflity  which  induced  the  BrittJh 
commander  to  bring  on  an  engage* 
ment,    and  the  determined  perie-- 
verance  of  the  enemy  in  avoiding^ 
it,  rendered  him,  of  courfe*  inca- 
pable of  prescribing  the  terms. 

Tht 
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The  French  began  the  engage- 
ment, by  firing  at  a  great  diftance 
at  the  headmoft  of  Sir  Robert  Har* 
Jand's  divifion,  as  they  led  up  ;  who 
on  the  contrary,  did  not  return  a 
fhot  until  they  came  within  a  very 
clofe  diftance.  The  example  was 
followed,  or  a  fimilar  con  duel:  pur- 
ftfed,  by  the  fleet  in  general,  as 
fall  as  each  (hip  could  clofe  up  with 
the  enemy  ;  and  notwithstanding 
their  being  necefTarily  extended  by 
the  chace,  they  were  all  foon  in 
battle.  As  the  fleets  patted  each 
other  very  clofe  on  the  oppofite 
tacks,  the  cannonade  was  very 
heavy,  and  the  effect  confiderable. 
The  action  1  ailed  from  firft,  to  laft 
fomething  abont  three  hours.  As 
the  French,  in  their  ufual  way, 
di reded  their  fire  principally  at  the 
rigging,  feveral  of  the  Britifh  mips 
were  a  good  deal  crippled,  and  fuf- 
fered  considerably  in  their  mads, 
yards,  aad  fails.  The  Are  on  their 
fide,  which  was  principally  level- 
led at  the  hulls  or  the  enemy,  was 
not  deficient  in  its  effect  of  ano- 
ther kind. 

As  foon  as  the  commander  in 
cnief  had  pa  (Ted  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  and  that  the  fmoke  was  fo 
far  cleared  as  to  admit  of  any  ob- 
fervation,  rrs  firft  object  was  to 
look  round  to  the  pofnion  of  the 
(hips  which  were  already  come  out 
of  action,  and  to  confider  of  the 
be  ft  means  of  bringing  on  a  clofe 
and  general  engagement,  as  foon 
as  the  remainder  of  the  ficets9 
which  were  ftill  fighting,  had  paffed 
and  cleared  each  other.  He  foon 
perceived,  that  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  red,  with  part  of  his  divifion, 
had  already  tacked,  and  was  ftand- 
ipg  towards  the  enemy  ;  but  ob- 
ferved  at  the  fame  time,  that  none 
of  the  other  (hips  which  were  come 
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out  of  action  had  yet  tacked,  and 
that  fome  of  them  were  dropping 
to  leeward,  and  feemingly  employ- 
ed in  repairing  their  damages.  His 
own  fhip,  the  Victory,  had  fo  con* 
fiderable  a  (hare  in  the  action,  as 
not  to  be*  in  condition  for  imme- 
diate tacking ;  nor,  if  it  had  been 
otherwife  expedient,  could  he  im- 
mediately wear,  and  ftand  back  on 
the  fhips  coming  up  aftern  of  him 
out  of  the  action,  without  throwing 
them  into  the  utmoft  d'iforder  and 
confufion. 

This  movement  was,  however* 
performed  as  fpeedily  as  poflible, 
and  notwithstanding  the  damages 
fuftained  by  the  Victory,  fhe  was 
not  only  the  firft  fhip  that  wore  of 
the  center  divifion,  and  that  got 
round  again  towards  the  enemy, 
but  it  was  fome  time  before  the  ex- 
ample could  be  followed,  and  not 
above  three  or  four,  were  then  able 
to  clofe  up  with  her.  In  this  fitu- 
ation  of  the -fleet,  the  admiral 
hauled  down  the  fignal  for  battle, 
which  he  judged  improper  to  be 
kept  abroad,  until  the  mips  could 
recover  their  ftations,  or  at  leaft  get 
near  enough  to  fupport  each  other 
in  action  ;  and  in  order  to  call 
them  together  for  that  purpofe,  he 
immediately  made  the  fignal  to 
form  the  line  of  battle  a -head, 
which  is  of  all  others,  that  con- 
fide red  by  feaooen  as  the  moft  for- 
cible, and  as  commanding  the  moft 
prompt  obedience. 

At  this  time  the  Victory  was 
a- head  of  ail  the  center  and  red 
divifions,  and  had  time  to  unbend 
her  maintopfail,  (which  had  been 
rendered  totally  unferviceable) 
while  the  fhips  aftern  were  endea- 
vouring to  get  into  their  refpective 
ftations.  As  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  commanded  the  rear  divi- 
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fion,  which  was  of  courfe  the  lair 
out  of  action,  he  was  at  this  time 
tf-fread  of  the  Victorv,  which  was 
now  become  his  proper  itation  ; 
yet  without  regard  to  the  fignal,  he, 
(on  whatever  motives,  poflibly  juf- 
tifiable  ones)  quitted  his  iiarion  in 
the  front  of  that  line  of  batcle  for 
which  it  was  flying,  and  palling  his 
admiral  to  leeward  on  the  contrary 
tack,  whilft  he  was  advancing  to 
the  enemy,  never  came  into  the 
line  during  the  reil  of  the  day. 

The  following  is  reprefented  as 
being  then  the  exact  fituation  of  the 
fleet.  The  Victory  was  the  neareft 
fhip  to  the  enemy,  with  no  more 
than  three  or  four  of  her  own  divi- 
sion in  any  fituation,  either  to  have 
immediately  fupported  her  or  each 
other  in  action  y  Sir  Robert  Har- 
land,  with  fix  or  feven  fail  of  his 
diviiion,  was  to  windward,  and 
ready  for  inftant  fervice  ;  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue  was  on  a  con- 
trary tack,  and  totally  out  of  the 
line;  other  fhips  were  far  aftern, 
and  five  that  were  di fabled  in  their 
-rigging,  at  a  great  diftance  to  lee- 
ward. Thus,  the  admiral  could 
riot  at  that  time,  which  was  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  afterrfoon, 
collect  above  twelve  (hips  to  penew 
the,  engagerrienr. 

The  French  had  now  got  to 
Teeward,  and  under  the  expectation 
of  being  immediately  attacked,  had 
huddled  moll  of  their  mips  hallily 
together  in  a  kind  of  duller,  in 
the  operation  of  wearing,  from 
whence  they  were- gradually  ilretch- 
ing  out  into  a  line  of  baule ;  but 
upon  obJerving  the  ex  poled  (iti*- 
aiion  of  thofe  Britifh  (hips  which 
had  fallen  to*  leeward  to  repair 
their  damages,  it  induced  fome  al~ 
trration  in  their  movements,  and 
ihey  begun  to  edgQ  away,  with  an 
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evident  intention  of  cutting  thenr 
off  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet.  The 
admiral  iniVantly  penetrated  into 
their  defign,  and  the  danger  of 
thofe  (hips  obliged  him  fuddenly 
to  wear,  and  to  ftand  athwart  the 
van  of  the  enemy,  in  a  diagonal 
line,  for  their  protection.  At  the 
fame  time,  he  difpatched  orders  to 
Sir  Robert  Harland,  to  form  his 
divifion  at  a  diftance  aflern  of  the 
Victory,  in  order  to  cover  the  rear, 
and  to'  keep  the  enemy  in  check, 
until  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
(hould  in  obedience  to  the  fignal 
(which  was  kept  conftantly  flying) 
come,  with  his  divifion,  into  his 
proper  ftation,  Thefe  orders  were 
inftantly  obeyed  by  the  vice-admi- 
ral of  the  red,  who  was  accordingly 
formed  in  the  wake  of  the  Victory, 
before  four  o'clock. 

It  was  this  evolution,  which  was- 
afterwards  made  the  foundation  of 
one  of  thofe  principal  charges 
which  were  brought  againft  the  ad- 
miral, it  being  reprefented  "  as> 
"  carrying  the  appearance  of  a 
"  flight,  and  bringing  difgrace 
"  upon,  the  Britifh  flag,  by  afford - 
"  ing  an  opportunity  to  the  enemy 
"  of  claiming  the  victory,  and  of 
"•  publi (hing  to-  the  wo*ld  that 
"  the/  fleet  had  ran  away."  And 
it  was  alfo  this  movement,,  which 
fome  of  the  braveft  and  mod  expe- 
rienced officers  in  the  Britifh  fer- 
vice, and  who  were  prefent  at  the 
time,  declared  upon  oath,  to  have 
appeared,  and  to  have  been  con- 
fidered  by  them,  both  then  and 
after,  as  a  great  and  neceffery  ma- 
noeuvre. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  admiral 
perceiving  that  he  was  ncaring  the 
enemy,  by  the  courfe  which  he^ 
fleered  for  the  protection  of  the 
crippled  ihips,  and  that  the  vice- 
admiral 
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admiral  of  the  blue  ftill  continued 
to  lie  to  windward,  and  by  fo  do- 
ing kept  his  divifion  back  from 
joining  him,  and  from  fupporting 
the  fleet,  he  made  a  fignal  for  all 
ihips  to  windward  to  bear  down 
into  his  wake*  This  fignal  was 
repeated  b.y  the  vice-admiral,  a!- 


rights,  or  for  obeying'  that  fignal 
which  had  been  fo  long  flying,  he 
fent  Captain  Windfor  of  the  Fo£ 
frigate  at  five  o'clock,  with  ex- 
pre.fs  orders  to  him,  to  bear  dovva 
into  his,  the  admiral's  wake,  and 
to  tell  him,  that  he  only  waited 
for  him  and  his  divifion  to  renew 


though  he  had  not  repeated  that  the  battle.     We  mud  obferve,  that 

;for  the  line  of  battle ;  but  as  he  there  is  a  confiderable   variation, 

did  not  bear  down  himfelf,  his  re-  with  regard  to  the  ex  a  61  time  at 

peating  this  fignal  feems  to  have  which  this   meflage  was  delivered, 

been  peculiarly  unlucky  ;  it  having  in    the   evidence    given  upon    the 

been  interpreted,  by  the  fhips  of  trials  of  Admiral  Keppel  and  Sir 

his  divifion,  as  an  order  for  com-  Hugh  Pallifer. 

ing  into  his  own  wake,  and  not  for  This  order  not  producing   the 

their  going  into  that  of  the  admiral,  defired   effect,   and  having  before 

Thefe  appearances  of  neglect  of  hauled  down  the  fignal  for  coming 

duty  in   the  vice-admiral  of  the  into  his  wake,  the  admiral  threw 


blue,  were  attributed  to  the  dif- 
abled  condition  of  his  (hip,  to 
which  feveral  witneifes  were  pro- 
duced on  his-  trial,  and  on  the  cre- 
dit of  which  he  was  afterwards  ac- 
quitted, /Xne  protection  of  the  dif- 
abled  fhips  being  accomplifhed,  and 
the  French  fleet  continuing  to  form 
their  line,  ranging  up  to  leeward 
parallel  to  the  center  divifion,  it 
became  the  admirals  immediate 
and  moil  urgent  object,  to  f<5rm 
bis  as  fpeedily  as  pofHble,  in  order 
to  bear  down  upon  them  and  re- 
new the  battle,  whilft  it  eouJd  yet 
be  done  with  full  effect.  Me  there- 
lore,  after  having  repeated  the  fig- 
nal for  fhips  to  come  into  his  wake 
with  no  better  effed  than  before, 
fent  to  Sir  Robert  Harland,  to 
ilretch  awav  a- head,  and  to  take 
his  proper  ftarion  in  the  line  ;  in 
which  he  was  inftantly  obeyed, 
with  the  ufual  promprrefs  of  that 
■excellent  officer ;  and  feeing  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue  Hill  to 
windward,  with  his  foreiopfail  un- 
bent, and  without  any  vifible  ef- 
jft$rt#    either  towards  letting  it   to 


out  that  for  all  fhips  to  come  into 
their  Nations ;  and  again,  at  feven 
o'clock,  being  wearied  out  with 
fruitlefs  expectation,  he  made  the 
fignal  for  each  particular  fhip  of 
the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue's  dL- 
vifion  to  come  into  her  flation  in 
the  line ;  but  before  they  had  com- 
plied with  this  fignal,  night  put  an 
end  to  all  further  operations.  It 
will  fcarcely  efcape  obfervation, 
that  no  fignal  had  been '  particu- 
larly thrown  out  to  the  Formidable, 
the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue's  own 
fnip::  this  the  admiral  afterwards 
attributed  to  a  motive  of  delicacy, 
founded  on  the  long  fervices  of  that 
officer.,  as  well  as  a  d.ue  compliment 
to  his  rank  in  his  double  capacity, 
both  as  a  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and 
as  the  third  in  the  prefent  com- 
mand ;  a  delicacy  which,  whether 
juflifiable  or  nor,  brought  great  i$<- 
conveniencies.  on  Mr.  Keppel;  poffi- 
bb  crimination  ;  and  is  not  likely 
to  he  imitated  on  future  occafions. 

Although  the  French,  by  their 
drawing  up  and  forming  a  line  pa- 
rallel to  the  Briufh  fleet,  fhewed  a 
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determination  of  fuftaining  an  en- 
gagement, if  they  had  been  attack- 
ed, they,  however,  (hewed  evident- 
.    Jy,  that  they  were  not  at  all  difpofed 
to  urge  matters  to  that  final  con- 
clufion,  by  any  ad  of  their  own  ; 
as  they  had  it  in  their  power  to 
have  renewed  the  engagement  dur- 
ing e\ery  hour  of  the  afternoon ; 
and  that  with  fuch  apparent  advan- 
tage,   from   a   fituation  of  affairs 
which  it  dees  not  feem  could  poffi- 
.bjy  have  efcaped  their  obfervation, 
that  their  miffing  the  opportunity 
appears   little   lefs  unaccountable, 
than  the  flrange  circumftance  from 
whence  it  was  derived.  Their  con-' 
du&  in  the  night  would  have  afford- 
ed a  confirmation  of  their  indifpo- 
fition  to  renew  the  engagement,  if 
their  preceding  could  have  left  any 
doubt  upon  the  queilion.    Three  of 
their  belt  failing  veffels*  were  fta- 
tioned    at    proper   diftances    with 
lights,  to  divert  the  attention  of  the 
Britifh  fleet,  and  to  induce  them  to 
imagine,    that   the   whole   French 
line    ftill   kept' that   p<  fition,    in 
which  it  had  been  laft  feen  at  the 
clofe  of  day,   Under  this  deception, 
and  the  favour  of  the  night,  the 
reft  of  trteir  fleet  withdrew  with  the" 
utmoft  (ilence,   without  lights,  and 
without  any  other  fignal,  than  the 
throwing  up  of  fome  rockets,  which 
appeared    about  ten  o'clock,    and 
made  the  bed  of  their  way  to  the 
port  of  Breft,   for  which  pl'ace  the 
wind  was  directly  fair,  and  where 
they  accordingly  arrived  on  the  fol- 
lowing evening. 

At  day-light,  their  fleet  had  got 
to  fuch  a  diftance,  as  to  be  only 
vifible  from  the  mart- heads  of  a 
very  few  of  the  Britifh  (hips,  ex- 
cepting the  three  fail  we  have  men- 
tioned,  which  were  ftill  within  a 
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neareft.     The  admiral  threw  out  a 
fignal  for  four  fhips  tochace  them; 
but  foon  perceiving  that   two  of 
thefe  were  not  able   to  carry   fo 
much  fail  as  would  even,  counte- 
nance the  purfuit,  he  foon  recalled 
it.     And  taking  into  confideration 
the  crippled  ftate  of  his  own  (hips, 
the  diftance  which  the  French  had 
gained  in  the  night,  their  vicinity 
to  their  own  coafts,  and  alfo  re- 
flecting, that  whatever  they  might 
have  buffered  in   their  hulls,  they 
had   not  apparently  received  any 
great   damage  in  their    means  of 
night,     he    concluded    upon    the 
whole,  that  he  had  not  the  fmalleft 
profpett  of  coming  up  with  them, 
and  that  neither  a  general  or  par- 
tial purfuit,  could  have  a  nfwered  any 
wife  or  beneficial  purpofe.    On  the 
other  hand,  he  considered,  that  a 
vain  and  fruitlef?  purfuit  of  adiftant 
and  flying  enemy  on  their  own  coaft, 
with  a  large  fwell,  and  a  frefli  wind 
blowing  full  upon  it,  and  a  fleet  of 
large  and  heavy  (hips,  in  the  ftate  his 
own  was,  would  not  only  have  been 
wantonly  expofing  it  without  end 
or  object  to  great  rifque  and  dan- 
ger, but  would  alfo  be  a  misleading 
and  defeating  of  its  operations,  by 
delaying  the  refitment  which  was 
neceffary,   for  carrying  on  the  fu» 
^ure  fervice  with  vigour  and  effect. 

It  mu(l  be  oblerved,  that  the 
account  of  this  acYion  and  the  pre- 
ceding circumftances,  is  taken  from 
the  printed  trial  of  Admiral  Kep^ 
pel.  The  affair  has  been  fince  agi- 
tated with  violence  and  heat,  be- 
tween parties  with  whom  we  have 
no  concern,  and  upon  a  fubjeft  of 
which  we  have  not  naval  (kill  Effi- 
cient to  form  any  judgment.  But 
as  the  evidence  is  that  of  the 
greateft  feamen,  and  men  of  the 
Eigheit  honour,  upon  oath,  is  for 
6  the 
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the  greater  part  uncontradicted,  , 
and  received  by  competent  and 
unimpeachcd  fvvorn  judges,  we 
could  not,  without  thegroffeft  par- 
tiality or  prejudice,  receive  it  in  any 
other  way,  than  as  it  was  received 
and  decided  on  by  that  court  in 
the  trial.  It  is  exceedingly  rare 
for  hiftorians  to  be  furniihed  with 
falls  fo  eftablifhed. 

The  lofs  of  men  in  the  Britifh 
fleet,  amounted  to  133  flain,  and 
373  wounded.  No  officer  was  kil- 
ed,  and  but  very  few  wounded* 
Several  private  French  accounts 
eftimated  the  lofs  on  their  fide  at 
20co  in  killed  and  wounded.  Their 
gazette,  publi fried  by  authority, 
was  Very  flow  in  giving  any  eflr- 
rnate  of  the  lofs;  they  feemed  to 
wait  for  the  account  from  England ; 
and  ac  length  fixed  it  at  fome  fmall 
matter  more  than  that  acknowledg- 
ed by  the  Britifh  admiral  on  hisv 
r  fide.  Oiher  accounts,  and  not  ill 
fupported,  carried  the  lofs  in  killed 
and  wounded  on  that  fide,  {o  high 
as  3000  men.  The  French  gazette, 
befides  claiming  the  victory,  de- 
fcribes  with  no  imall  degree  of  fa- 
cetioufnefs,  the  utrer  alloniffiment 
of  the  French  admiral  and  of  his 
fleet,  upon  finding  themfelves,moft 
unaccountably,  and  unexpectedly, 
in  the  harbour  of  Breft,  inflead  of 
being,  as  they  imagined,  many 
leagues  out  at  fea,  and  in  full  pur- 
fuit  of  the  enemy  towards  his  own 
coafts.  The  publilher,  however, 
confoles  himfelf  with  the  reflection, 
that  fucb  miftakes  are,  in  certain 
cafes,  by  no  means  uncommon,  and 
therefore  afford  no  juft  ground  for 
furprize  in  this  inftance.  Whatever 
meafures  that  nation  have  adopted 
or  purfued  lor  the  improvement  of 
their  marine,  it  was  obferved  with 
casual  furprize  and  regret  on  that 


F    EUROPE.         [7I 

day,  and  by  fome  of  our  bravefl 
and  moft  experienced  officers,  that 
they  worked  and  manoeuvred  their 
fhips,  with  a  degree  of  feaman- 
like  addrefs  and  dexterity,  which 
they  never  before  perceived,  in  any 
opportunity  they  had,  whether  of 
war  or  of  peace,  of  confidering  the 
maritime  abilities  of  that  people. 
Some  have  attributed  this  circum- 
flance  to  the  number  of  American 
feamen,  who  are  fuppofed  to  have 
{ervtd  on  board  the  French  fleet. 
We  do  not,  however,  know  the  fact 
to  be  at  all  founded,  that  there 
were  any  -fuch  number  of  Ameri- 
cans, at  that  time,  in  the  fervice 
of  France,  as  could  have  been  in 
any  degree  equal  to  the  effect. 

However  unwilling  we  are  to 
enter  into  any  difcuffion  of  the  fub- 
ject,  the  fubfequent  confequences 
of  this  action  render  it  neceffary, 
that  we  fhould  here  take  fome  no- 
tice of  that  conduct  in  the  ~vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  which  has  fince 
been  productive  of  fo  much  public 
enquiry  and  judicial  inveib'gation. 
It  feems  to  appear  from  fome  of 
that  fund  of  matter,  which  has' 
flnce  been  communicated  to  all  the 
world,  that  the  conduct  of  that 
officer,  in  not  obeying  the  fignals 
or  orders  of  his  commander  in 
chief,  was  fo  little  confonant  to  the 
refolutioh  which  he  had  immedi- 
ately difplayed  in  the  action,  (which 
is  admitted  to  have  been  equal,  and 
by  his  friends  ftated  to  be  even  fu- 
perior,  to  that  of  any  other  officer) 
that  it  excited  the  moft  general 
aflonifhmcnt  throughout  the  fleet. 
But  as  this  aftoniffiment  was  mixed 
with,  and  a  good  deal  founded 
upon,  doubt  and  expectation,  when 
thefe  remained  ungratified,  and  that 
no  fatisfactory  explanation  was  af- 
forded, that  kind  of  friendly  won, 
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cjer  which  was  firft  excited,  chang- 
ed, by  no  very  abrupt  tranfition, 
•into  a  very  high  degree  of  diflike 
and  refentment. 

The  fauation  of  Admiral  Keppel 
was  more  trying  and  difficult,  than 
any,   ajmoft,  that  man  can  expe- 
rience.   The  event  of  the  day,  and 
the  confequent  efcape  of  the  French 
fleet,  were  to  him,  matters  intoler- 
ably grievous.     As  the  reward  of 
confummate  (kill,  and  the  moil  in- 
cefTant  induftry,  fortune,  after  five 
days  purSuit  of  his   enemy,    pre- 
sented him  with  ope  of  thofe  fair 
opportunities,  which  fhe  fo  feidom 
offers,  of  doing  the  mod  fignal  Ser- 
vice to  his  country,  in  its  moft  cri- 
tical exigency,   and  of  raifing  his 
own  name  to  the  fummit  of  naval 
renown  and  glory.    To  ufe  his  own 
words,  he  hoped  to  have  made  the 
27th  of  July,  "   a  proud  day  to 
England."     All   thefe  mighty  ad- 
vantages to  his  country,  and  glo- 
rious rewards  to  himSelf,  were,  juft 
w'hen    they    appeared-  within    his 
grafp,  unaccountably  ravilhed  from 
it.     The  action  of  the  day  was  ho- 
nourable to  Britifh  courage,  and  to 
Britifh  fkill.   But  the  fruits  of  both 
were  loft.     The  victory  was  not  de- 
cisive ;  and  the  whole  French  Squa- 
dron was  in  Safety  in  its  own  har- 
bour.    Murmurs   began  to  prevail 
through  the  whole  fleet.     In  Ply- 
mouth, the  failure  of  a  complete 
victory  was  attributed  to  the  admi- 
ral's oldeft  and  clofeft  friend,   the 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue.     In  Lon- 
don his  own  condudl  was  criticifed. 
The  admiral  had  Seen  too  much 
of  men-  and  of  Service,  not  to  be 
difpofed  to  make  great  allowances, 
for  thofe  (udden,   and  often  unac- 
countable, "momentary    weaknefles 
and  failures  of  the  mind,  to  which 
All  mankind,  in  a  Idler  or  greater 


GISTER,   1779. 

degree,  are  at  certain  times  liable* 
His  veneration    to   his  profeffion, 
and    to   the   honour  of  the   navy, 
whichhe  carried  to  a  pitch  border- 
ing on  enthufiafm,   rendered  him 
exceedingly  tender,  with  reSpect  tp 
calling  in  queftion  the  names  of 
officers  of  diftinctipn.   Such  charges 
or  enquiries,  however  founded,  are 
apt  to  leave  a  ftigma  behind  :   and 
in  any  cafe,  hd  would  have  thought 
it  hard,  that  the  well-earned  raeecjs 
and  the  fair  character,  obtained  in 
a  life  of  hard  and  painful  Service, 
fhould  at  once  be  blafted,   by  the 
rigid  conftruftion  oS  a  fingle  act,  or 
the  lapfe  or  weakneSs  of  a  moment. 
He  had  no  doubt  of  the  bravery  of 
his   vice-admiral,   and  he  did   not 
think    error    or    miftake    Sufficient 
grounds  for  Subjecting  him  to  Such 
an  ordeal.    His  nature  befides,  dif- 
pofed him  to  think  favourably  of 
others ;  and  a  modification  of  the 
Same  difpoSition,  rendered  him  in- 
tractable, in  conceiving  evil  of  his 
friends. 

If  on  the  other  hand  it  might  be 
jullly  faid,  that  no  private  consider- 
ations or  motives  whatever,  were. 
at  all  to  be  put  in  competition  with 
thofe  public  ties,  which  were  to 
operate  upon  him,  as  a  commander 
in  chief,  a  ftatefman,  and  a  lover 
of  his  country  ;  it  feemed  not  diffi- 
cult to  fhew,  that  in  this  inftance, 
his  public  duty  happily  coincided 
with  tiis  natural  difpoSition;  and 
that  a  temperate  conduct  was  the 
moft  perfect  policy.  A  great  truft, 
and  no  Iefs  public  expectation,  was 
repofed  in  him.  Untoward  and 
unhappy  as  the  prefent  event  was, 
it  v/as  kill  the  buiinefs  of  a  wife, 
man  to  conform  himf-lf  to  his  Situ- 
ation ;  and  it  was  no  lefs  the  duty 
of  a  good  citizen,  than  it  mull  be 
the  inclination  of  a  man,  who  held 
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the  interefts  of  his  country  dear  at 
his  heart,  not  to  be  warped  by  any 
bye  motives,  or  by  any  perfonal  re- 
fent merits,  from  ufing  every  means 
to  convert  that  fituation,  fuch  as 
it  was,  to  her  greateit  poffibrle  be- 
nefit. 

The  great  national  objett  now 
before  him  was  ft  rait  and  direct ; 
and  that  oon fitted,  in  the  ufing 
every  poffible  exertion  for  rendering' 
the  fleet  fit  for  immediate  fervice. 
This  was  only  to  be  attained  by 
temper  and  unanimity.  A  retro- 
fped  into  the  conduct  of  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  mull  necef- 
farily  have  fufpended  the  whole 
operations  of  the  fleet ;  and  that 
not  only  in  the  midft  of  a  cam- 
paign, but  in  one  of  the  molt  pe- 
rilous feafons  this  country  ever 
faw,  and  when  every  moment 
feemed  liable  to  the  production  of 
the  moil  extraordinary  events.  The 
high  degree  of  power  and  favour 
in  which  that  officer  then  flood, 
and  the  official,  if  not  court  Tup- 
port,  which  it  was  well  known  he" 
Would  receive  on  any  queftion,  all 
tended  to  render  the  meafure  ftill 
more  ineligible,  and  to  point  out 
the  pernicious  confequences  with 
refpect  to  the  fervic2,  andofccurfe 
the  public  detriment  which  it  mull 
produce. 

The  commander  in  chief  accor- 
dingly, wirh  admirable  temper, 
and  no  lefs  prudence,  conformed 
his  conduit  to  the  neceflhv  of  his 
fituation;  holding  up  *  ihe  public 
fecurity  and  interefts,  as  rhe  only 
objects  of  his  direction.  He  made 
no  charge  acainft  the  vice  admiral 
of  the  blue  ;  and  what  leemed 
much  more  fibular,  that  ofii:er, 
who  could  not  poflibly  be  ignorant 
of  fome  confidcr.'.ble  part  of  rhe 
general  eifect   which  it  produced, 
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and  whofe  honour  feemed  to  be 
particularly  touched  by  the  public 
mefTage  delivered  by  Capt.  Wind- 
for,  as  well  as  by  other  circum? 
ftances,  did  not  offer  any  apology 
for,  nor  enter  into  any  explanation 
of,  any  part  of  his  con  duel. 

The  public  letter,  giving  an 
account  of  the  action,  which  the 
admiral  was-neceftarily  to  write  to 
the  Admiralty,  and  which  was  of 
courfe  to  be  publifhed  in  the  Ga- 
zette, became,  however  to  him,  3 
matter  of  no  fmall  difficulty.  It 
was  not  indeed  eafy  tq  write  fuch 
an  account  of  that  transition,  as 
would  be  fitting  to  meet  the  public 
eye,  and  to  undergo  its  invefliga- 
tion,  without  a  recital  of  parti- 
culars, which  it  would  have  been 
contrary  to  the  fyflem  of  conduit 
he  was  determined  to  purfue,  to 
have  brought  into  notice.  He, 
however,  chofe*  rather  to  fubmit 
a  letter  to  the  cenfure  and  criti- 
cifm  of  the  public,  than  to  depart 
from  th.u  line  of  action  which  he 
had  laid  down.  The  letter  was 
very  fhort,  very  general,  and  very 
barren  of  information.  It  ftated 
facts  fo  far  as  it  went,  threw  no 
blame  upon  any  body,  and  com- 
mended the  bravery  of  the  officers 
in  general,  and  of  the  two  vice 
admirals  in  particular. 

This  approbation  was,  how- 
ever, afterwards  obferved  to  be 
only  applied  to  the  particular  cir- 
cumitat.ces,  and  to  the  immediate 
time  of  the'ection  ;  the  fubfequent 
tranf.ictions  of  the  afternoon,  were, 
in  general,  thrown  into  the  fhade; 
anci  the  caufes  that  prevented  a  re- 
newal of  the  engagement,  were 
left  in  fuch  obfenrity,  as  drew  no 
fmall  (hare  of  public  cenfure  upon 
the  admiral  himfelf.  Captaia 
Faulknor,  who  was  the  bearer  of 
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this  letter,  was,  however,  en- 
trufted  with  a  verbal  meflage  from 
his  admiral  to  the  firlt  lord  of  the 
admiralty,  which  feems  evidently 
to  have  been  intended  to  open  the 
way  for  farther  explanation,  if  the 
marine  minider  had  required  it ; 
and  which  the  obfcurity  and  de- 
ficiency of  the  public  letter  feemed 
to  demand.  The  meflage,  (which 
the  captain  repeated  twice  to  the 
jninifter,  without  its  bejng  pro- 
ductive either  of  obfervation  or  en- 
quiry) was  in  the  following  words, 
viz.  "  Give  my  compliments  to 
"  Lord  Sandwich,  and  tell  him 
«'  I  have  more  to  fay  to  him  than 
"  I  think  it  proper  to  put  in  my 
,c  public  letter;  and  if  it  is  his 
"  lordfhip's  pleafure  to  afk  me 
"  any  quedion,  I  am  ready  to  wait 
"  on  him." 

The  admiral  having  left  a  proper 
force  to  protect  the  homeward  trade, 
returned  to  Plymouth  to  refit.  He 
foon  experienced  the  benefit  arifing 
from  the  wife  and  temperate  con- 
duct which  he  had  purfued.  Una- 
nimity prevailed  among  the  officers, 
and  every  exertion  was  ufed  in  get- 
ting the  fleet  again  ready  for  lea. 
To  ufe  his  own  words  upon  his  de- 
fence, by  ufing  the  difcretion  which 
he  thought  was  in  him,  he  pre- 
served concord  in  the  fleet,  promp- 
titude in  the  fervice,  and  dignity 
to  the  country,'  In  the  mean  time 
a  letter  was  received  from  the  Ad- 
miralty, declaring  in  the  mod  ex- 
plicit terms,  his  majedy's  full  ap- 
probation of  the  admiral  s  conduct; 
accompanied  with  the  congratula- 
tions of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty 
upon  his  vi&ory. 


The  fleet  afterwards  kept  the 
fea,  as  long  as  the  approaching 
winter  feafon  could  admit.  The 
French  fleet  had  alfo  got  out  of 
Brdl ;  and  dill  purfued  the  fame 
principle  of  conduct  in  avoiding 
action,  which  they  had  hitherto 
manifefted.  Inftead  of  directing 
their  courfe  where  they  were  fure 
of  encountering  an  enemy,  they 
made  their  way  to  the  fouthward, 
where  they  were  as  certain  of  meet- 
ing none ;  and  where  their  cruize 
could  anfwer  no  other  purpofe  than 
merely  that  of  parade.  Thus 
whilii  they  were  loitering  about 
Cape  Finiflerre,  their  own  coafts 
and  the  bay  were  totally  aban- 
doned to  the  Bricifh  fleet,  who 
were  in  vain  endeavouring  to  ob- 
tain intelligence  of  them.  And 
by  this  means,  whild  our  own 
trade  arrived  from  the  different 
quarters  of  the  world,  in  a  (late  of 
fecurity,  fcarcely  exceeded  by  that 
of  peace,  the  French  commerce  be- 
came a  prey  to  our  cruizers,  in  a 
degree,  which  few  former  warsJiave 
equalled  for  the  time. 

The  reception  which  the  admiral 
met  with  upon  his  return  from  fea, 
both  at  court  and  at  the  admiralty, 
equalled  the  mod  fanguine  expecta- 
tions which  he  could  form,  from 
that  approbation  already  exprefled 
of  his  conduct.  By  his  Majedy, 
he  was  honoured  with  the  moll 
gracious  expreffions  of  fatisfaction, 
favour,  and  edeem  ;  and  the  be-» 
haviour  of  the  fird  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty, was  not  lefs  flattering  in 
its  degree. 


CHAP. 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE. 


[75 


CHAP. 


V. 


Speech  from  the  throne.     Amendment  moved  to  the  addrefs  in  the  Houfe  of 
Conunons.     Great  Debates.     Amendment  rejecJed  upon  a  divifion.     Op- 
pofition  to  the  addrefs  in  general,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords ',  hut  no  amend- 
ment propofed.     Addrefs  carried  upon  a  divifion.     Motion  to  addrefs  the 
Crown,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  a  dif avowal  of  certain  paffages  in 
the  late  manifefto  iffued  by  the  Commiffioners  at  New  York.     The  motion, 
after  long   debates,    rejected  upon  a   divifion.       Similar  motion  by  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham ,   Jikewife  caufes  much  debate,   and  is  rejeded 
upon  a   divifion.     Protejl.     Circumftances ,    which   tended  to   the   ren- 
dering the  late  aclion  off  Brefi,    a  fuhjeQ  of  parliamentary   difcuffion. 
Admiral  Keppel,  being  called  upon,  gives  fame  account  of  that  bufenefs  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.     Anfwered  by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer.     Reply.     Court 
martial  ordered  for  the   trial  of   Admiral  Keppel.       Conducl  of  the 
admiralty   cenfwud   and  fupported  :    Quefl ion,    relative   to    the   difcre- 
cretionary  pow^p  of  that  board,  much  agitated.     Bill  brought  in  and 
paffed,  for  the  holding  of  the  trial  of  Admiral  Keppel  on  Jhore,  (in  con- 
ft deration  of  his  ill  fate  of  health  J  in/lead  of  its  being  held  a  board  Jhip9 
as  before  prefcribed  by  the  law.     Recefs. 


MANY  circumftances  contri- 
buted to  render  the  meeting 

vt  ^  u    of  parliament^  at  the 

Nov.  26th.         r  •  c  tc^c  (r 

q         opening  or  the  lemon 

' '  *  on  which  we  are  now 
to  enter,  an  object  of  peculiar  ex- 
pectation to  the  public.  The  clofe 
of  the  fir  ft  campaign  of  a  war  with 
France,  opened  a  wide  field  for 
difcuffion,  as  well  as  fpeculatibn. 
The  principal  officers  who  had  held 
commands  in  America,  were  now 
returned  to  their  feats  in  parlia- 
ment. The  Commiffioners  ap- 
pointed under  an  act  of  the  laft 
feffion  to  fettle  the  difturbances  in 
America,  were  likewife  returned. 
And  altho'  the  unfortunate  event 
of  the  propofitions  was  well  known, 
much  information,  with  regard  to 
the  military,  as  well  as  to  the  civil 
affairs  of  that  country,  was  ex- 
pected from  the  ability  and  ftations 
of  the  gentlemen  who  were  joined 
in  the  commiffion.     An  opinion  of 


certain  differences  between  the 
commiffioners  and  commanders, 
excited  the  curiofity  of  all  men ; 
people  being  ever  fure  to  look  on 
with  a  peculiar  intereft,  when  the 
importance  of  public  queftions  is 
enlivened  by  a  mixture  of  perfonal 
anecdote. 

The  fpeech  from  the  throne  was 
replete  with  complaints,  of  the 
unexampled  and  unprovoked  hofti*. 
lity  of  the  court  of  France.  With 
regard  to  the  events  of  the  war,  it 
was  fhort  and  inexplicit.  Ground- 
ing the  hopes  of  fuccefs  on  future 
exertions,  on  the  ftate  of  prepara- 
tion, and  on  the  fpirit  of  the  peo- 
ple, more  than  on  the  actions  of 
the  campaign;  which  were  alluded 
to  with  acoTdnefs,  that  might  eafily 
be  con ftrued  into  cen fure.  Notice 
was,  however,  taken  of  the  pro- 
tection afforded  to  commerce,  and 
of  the  large  reprifals  made  upon 
the  injurious  aggreflbrs. 

Th* 
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The  profeflions  of  neutral  powers  propofers  of  the  addrefs,  was  in- 
were  reprefenjted  as  friendly ;  but  deed  an  infallible  refource  in  the 
their  armaments  fufpicious — The  ruin  of  public  affairs,  the  mi- 
failure  of  the  conciliatory  meafures,  nifters,  it  muft  be  owned,  had 
was  regretted — The  neceffityof  ac-  ufed  every  means  to  induce  the 
tive  exertions  by  fea  and  land,  people  to  concur  in  its  neceffity. 
pointed  out  by  the  fituation  of  af-  But,  they  faid,  that  the  utility  of 
fairs,  was  urged  in  general  terms,  a  general  concurrence  in  any  mea- 
without  fpecifying  any  plan  of  ope-  fure,  depended  entirely  upon  the 
rations — With  regard  to  the  Ame-  wifdom  of  the  meafure  in  queflion. 
rican  war,  a  total  filence  was  ob-  That  the  approbation  of  meafures 
ferved.  mud  be  either  retro  fpective,  or  pro- 

The   addrefs   of  the  Houfe  of  fpective.     With  regard  to  the  firft,  t 

Commons,  with  the  ufual  profef-  no  plans  already  executed,  could 

fions  of  attachment  and  fupport,  be  affe&ed  by  any  fubfequent  dif- 

repeated,  in  nearly  the  fame  ex-  ference  of  opinion.     With  regard 

preflions,  the  fentiments  contained  to  the  latter,  as  no  plan  for  the 

jn    tjie   fpeech.      The  oppofnion  conduct  of  the  war  was  announced 

moved  to  fubititute,  in  the  place  of  in  the  fpeech,  Qbven  hinted  at  by 

part  of  the  addrefs,  the  following  minifters,  to  agree  to  unanimity 

amendment—"  To  afTure  his  Ma-  upon  an  object  not  yet  propofed^ 

jelly,  that  with  the  trueft  zeal  for  was  perfectly  abfurd.     Then  what 

the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  the  was  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  unani- 

warmeit  affection  for  his  Majefty's  mity,  but  the  recommendation  of 

perfpn  and/family,  the  Houfe  was  a  fet  of  men,  who  were  known  to 

ready  to  give  the  moil  ample  fup-  agree  with  each  other  in  no  one 

port  to  fuch  meafures  as  might  be  article,    of  difpofition,    principle, 

thought  necefl'ary  for  the  defence  council,    or   action  ?    Unanimity, 

pf  thefe  kingdoms,  or  for  fruftra-  they  faid,  was  a  plaufible  and  fpe- 

tihg  the   deiigns  of    that   reftlefs  cious  word,  but  the   thing  could 

power,  which  Jias  fo  often  difturbed  hardly  ever  exift ;  becaufe  the  wife 

the   peace  of  Europe ;    but   that  and    the   ignorant    would    always 

they  thought  it  one  of  their  moft'  differ;  and  if  it  ever  fhould  take 

important^  dutiee,  in   the   prefent  place,  infinite  mifchief  would  en- 

melar.choly  pofture   of  affairs*   to  fue,    as    that  could  only  happen 

enquire    by   what    fatal  councils,  throug/h  the  prevalenceof obftinacy, 

and  unhappy  fyftems   of    policy,  which  is  the  natural  and  conftant 

this  country  had  been* reduced  from  companion  of  folly.     That,  in  the 

that  fplendid  fituation,  which   in  prefent   inftance,    it   would   ferve 

the   early   part    of    his   Majefty's  only  to  give  fanction  to  the  paft, 

reign,  made  her  the  envy  of  all  and  energy  to  the  future  blunders 

Europe,  to  fuch  a  dangerous  fiate,  of  adminiftration  ;  and  to  commit 

as  that  which  had  of  late  called  the  fate  of  the  nation  in  anew  and 

forth  our  utmoft  exertions,  without  flill    more  dangerous   war  to  the 

any  adequate  benefit."  inability  of  the   fame    men,   who 

It  was  contended  on  the  fide  of  had  in  fo  wretched,  and  fo  ruinous 

oppofnion,  that  if  the  unanimity,  a  manner  conducted  the  old.  Thar, 

fp  ilrongly  recommended  by  the  to   concur   in   an   addrefs,  which 

conveyed 
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conveyed  any  idea  of  the  flighteft 
Satisfaction  in  the  prefent  minifters, 
inftead  of  producing  vigour  in  our 
own  exertions,  or  terror  in  our  ene- 
mies, would  only  ferve  to  fill  Eng- 
lishmen with  defpair,  and  French- 
men whh  joy  and  confidence,  at 
feeing  that  the  deliberative  go- 
vernment was  as  abject  as  the  exe- 
cutive was  contemptible,  and  that 
the  incapacity  of  the  one,  could 
only  be  equalled  by  the  fervility  of 
the  other. 

Confidering  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  merely  as  the  words  of  the 
minifter,  it  was  infifted,  that  it  ad- 
vanced an  abfolute  falfehood.  For 
the  fpeech  afferted,  that  our  arms 
had  not  been  attended  with  the 
fuccefs,  which  the  juftice  of  our 
caufe,  and  the  vigour  of  our  exer- 
tions, feemed  to  promife.  But 
they  infilled,  that  the  fuccefs  was 
far  greater  than  could  have  been 
expected,  confidering  the  inferio- 
rity of  our  fleets,  and  the  (hame- 
ful  tardinefs  of  our  preparations. 
That,  taking  in  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  our  efcaping  in  any  man- 
ner from  ruin  or  difgrace,  might 
well  be  accounted  as  a  very  high 
degree  of  good  fortune ;  and  in- 
deed, as  far  exceeding  all  rational 
expectation.  And  that  confequent- 
ly,  "  the  fpeech  not  only  afferted  a 
falfehood,  but  that  it-alfo  threw  a 
falfe,  unjuft,  and  illiberal  flander, 
on  the  commanders  in  the  fervice 
of  the  crown ;  loading  them  with 
a  cenfure  which  ought  to  fall  on 
the  minifters  alone." 

They  further  urged,  that  the 
fpeech  included  no  lefs  than  a  di- 
rect libel  upon  parliament,  in  cal- 
ling the  late  meafures  which  had 
been  taken  to  .pacify  America,  the 
plans  of  parliament.  That  the  ar- 
rival of  the  commiffioners  at  Phi- 


ladelphia, without  any  knowledge 
of  the  intention  to  evacuate  that 
city,  had  faddied  them  from  the 
beginning  with  the  diitrcft  which 
was  held  of  their  immediate  em- 
ployers, and  had  taken  away  that 
Appearance  of  opennefs,  and  that 
opinion  of  confidence  and  autho- 
rity, which  form  the  neceffary 
foundation  of  every  treaty  and 
every  pacification.  It  was  aflced, 
whether  the  glaring  abfurdity  of 
that  conduct  was  the  plan  of  par- 
liament? Or  was  parliament  cal- 
led together  every  winter  for  no 
other  purpofe,  than  to  relieve  the 
minifters  from  the  yearly  burthen 
of  difgrace,  which  was  the  certain, 
refult  of  all  their  meafures. 

The  conciliatory  propofitions 
themfelves  were  arraigned,  as  be- 
ing at  once,  humiliating  to  Eng- 
land, and  unfatisfactory  to  Ame- 
rica, But,  it  was  afferted,  that 
notwithstanding  its  defects  and  ab- 
furdity, the  adoption  of  that 
fcheme  could  not  be  faid  to  be 
wholly  ufelefs — For  it  had  cut  up 
by  the  roots,  every  fallacious  ar- 
gument, by  which  minifters  had 
beguiled  the  nation  into  the  fatal 
American  war,  by  the  univerfaf 
furrender  of  all  its  objects. 

With  regard  to  the  fyftem  to  be 
recommended  in  the  conduct  of 
the  war,  oppofition  feemed  to  hold 
no  fecond  opinion,  and  to  call  out, 
as  with  one  voice — Attack  France 
— France,  faid  they,  entered  into 
alliance  with  America  from  mo- 
tives of  intereft.  When  (he  finds 
herfelf  vigoroufly  attacked,  and 
feels  the  heavy  impreffions  of  war, 
with  all  their  confequences  and 
diftreffes,  in  her  own  dominions, 
Ihe  will  grow  weary  of  the  profpedt 
of  remote  and  uncertain  advan- 
tages, and  abandon  an  ally,  from 

whom 
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whom  fhe  receives  nothing  but  a 
participation  of  war  and  calamity. 
.—On  the  other  hand,  they  faid, 
the  fpirit  of  America  is  fuftained  by 
the  powerful  incentives,  both  of 
liberty  and  felf-prefervation.  Every 
effort  we  make  to  fubdue  .that 
fpirit,  drives  our  colonies  ftill  more 
into  the  arms  of  France  ;  who,  in 
the  mean  time,  feels  no  inconve- 
nience from  the  protection  (he  af- 
fprds.  And  confequently,  every 
drop  of  Englifh  blood  which  we 
fhed  in  America,  ferves  only  to 
cement  an  alliance,  fatal  to  the 
power  and  happinefs  of  the  Britifh 
empire. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  friends  of 
adminiftration  feemed  rather  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  the  fpeech,  by 
declining  to  enter  into  a  difcuflion 
of  the  policy  of  the  American  war: 
cither,  becaufe  it  was  not  thought 
prudent  to  avow  the  determination 
they  had  made  in  their  own  minds, 
or  that  they  chofe  to  leave  them- 
felves  open,  to  embrace  whatever 
fyftem  of  conduct,  the  neceffity  of 
affairs  might  hereafter  require.  But 
upon  the  pail  conduct  of  the  war, 
and  the ,  preparation  and  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  armaments  employed  in 
the  fummer,  they  entered  into  a 
detailed  j unification. 

They  faid,  that  if  the  fleet  un- 
der Admiral  Byron,  had  been  fent 
out  earlier  than  it  was,  an  oppor- 
tunity would  have  been  given  to 
the  fleet  under  M.  d'Eftaing,  to 
have  joined  that  at  Breft ;  and 
thereby,  that  France  would  have 
obtained  a  fuperiority  in  the  Chan- 
nel. That  fuch  a  conduct  would 
have  left  us  in  a  date  of  weaknefs 
at  home,  of  which  it  would  be  im- 
poffible  that  the  enemy  fhould  not 
take  advantage.  That,  by  main- 
taining the  fuperiority  in  the  chan- 
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nel,  we  prevented  France  from 
making  our  own  feas,  the  fcene  of 
her  exertions;  and  in  a  manner 
obliged  her  to  detach  and  divide 
.her  forces.  And,  what  nation 
would  not,  if  (he  could,  keep  the 
feat  of  war  at  a  diftance  from  her 
own  territories? 

It  was  likewife  contended,  that 
the   evacuation    of   Philadelphia, 
was   a  .meafure    dictated    by   the 
founded  principles  of  policy.    For, 
they  faid,  that  on  the  acceflion  of 
France  to  this  war,  the  defence  of 
our  own  iflands,  and  the  attacking 
hers,   became   an  object,    though 
not,  as  the  oppofition  would  have 
it,  an  exclufive  object.     That  this 
of  neceffity  drew  off  a  confiderable 
body  of  our  troops ;  and  the  grand 
army  being  thus  weakened^  it  had 
been  judged  neceffary  to  diminifh 
the  extent  of  our  line,  in  order  to 
unite    and    compact    our    forces. 
That,  it  was  too  well  known  to 
require   argument   or  proof,  that 
the  operation  of  a  clofely  united 
force  was  far  more  efficacious,  ferv- 
ing  at  once  to  imprefs  terror,  and 
to  overpower  refinance,  than  if  it 
had  been  weakened  by  extenfion 
and  diftance.     Tha,t,    to  garrifon 
every  town  on    the   continent-  of 
America,  was  an  undertaking  for 
which  no  army  could  fuffice  ;  and 
that  an  attempt  of  the  fort,  was 
certainly  not  the  method,  by  which 
any  man  could  hope  to  crufh  the' 
prefent  rebellion.     It  being  there- 
fore neceffary  to  compact  the  forces, 
into  one  body,  the  only  queftion 
was,  when  one  or  the  other  mull 
be  adopted,  whether  New   York 
or   Penfylvania  fhould   be   aban- 
doned ?  And,  faid  they,  what  rea- 
fon  could  be  affigned  for  collecting 
the  whole  army  into  Philadelphia? 
The  ficuation  is  not  near  fo  centra t 

with 
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with  regard  to  the  colonics  as  New  new  and  uncxpe&ed  quarter,  an 

York ;  nor  is  it  near  fo  convenient  advocate  for  the  continuation  of 

in  other refpefts,  whether  with  re-  -the  fyftem  of  coercion.      One  of 

gard   to   the   co-operation   of  jhe  the  gentlemen  employed   in    the 

fleet,  the  receiving  of  fupplies,  or  late  commiffion  to  America,  whe- 

to  the  general  operations  of  the  ther  the  information   he  received 

war.  in   that  country  induced   him  to 

Thefe  arguments  muft  be  al-  confide  in  the  operation  of  force, 
lowed  to  be  Satisfactory  with  regard  or  whether  a  nearer  view  of  the 
to  the  meafure  in  queftion.  But  object,  mixed  with  a  fenfe  of  dif- 
the  oppofers  of  adminiftratton  were  appointment  at  the  failure  of  one 
too  acute,  not  to  turn  them  to  plan  of  pacification,  had  animated* 
their  own  advantage.  They  ac-  him  with  the  hopes  of  conqueft,  in 
cordingly  afferted,  that  the  juftifi-  a  long  fpeech,  here  and  there  in- 
cation  of  the  individual  meafure,  terfperfed  with  fome  expreffions  of 
was  the  full  condemnation  of  the  diffidence,  ftrongly  urged  the  con- 
whole  fyftem  from  which  it  arofe.  tiauance  of  an  offenuve  war  with 
That  the  advocates  of  the  A  me-  America. 

rican .  war,    had   themfeives    now  He  •  faid  his   view  had   always 

fully  demon ilrated  the  impoffibi-  been,    that   force   fhould   accom- 

lity   of   fuccefs.      For    they   had  pany  conceflion,  and  that  the  Ame- 

fhewn,  that  every  advance  which  ricans  fhould  fee  in  this  country, 

the  army  could  make  in  America,,  a  manly  determined  fpirit  of  per- 

reduced  it  to  this  alternative,  ei-  feverance:  that  thereby  they  might 

ther,  by  retaining  the  acquifition  be  moved  to  confider   well,    be* 

to  divide  and  debilitate  its  own  tween  the  evils  of  war  in  a  dubious 

ftrength,  or  elfe  to  flan d  expofed  conteft,  and  the  immediate  advan- 

to  the  difgrace  and  mortification,  tages   of  peace   upon  honourable 

by  treading  back  their  own  fteps,  and  advantageous  terms.    He  faid, 

to  fhew  the  inutility  of  all   their  it   was    necefTary   to   confirm    the 

labours.      That    no    man    could  minds  of  your  friends,  as  well  as 

dream  of  conquering  a  continent,  to  terrify  your  enemies;  that  he 

by  fitting  down  in  a  fingle  town,  believed  two  thirds  of  the  people 

That  therefore,  while  the   nation  of  America,    fully  defired   to  re- 

perilfted  in  carrying  on  an  ofFenfive  turn   to   their  antient   connection 

war  in  America,  whether  our  ar-  with  Great  Britain  ;  that  nothing 

my  advanced,  whether  it  retreated,  but  a  furrounding  army,  and   the 

or  whether  it  flood  ftill,  the  effect  diffidence  they  had  in  the  fupport 

would    be  the    fatr.e-;  a    fruitlefs,  of    government,     prevented    that 

hopelefs,  expenfive,  and  cruel,  be-  fpirit  frtfm  breaking  out  into  a£ls 

caufe  unnecefTary,  war.  of   hoftility    with    the    Congrefs. 

Although  the  minifters  were  ob-  And,    that    therefore,   the  failure 

krved  to  decline  entering  into  a  of  the  conciliatory  plans,  was  to 

fubjf£l,  which   had   already  been  be  imputed  to  the  fudden  retreat 

fo  often,  and  fo   thoroughly   de-  of  the  army  from  Philadelphia,  and 

bated,  and   upon  which  their  ad-  not  to  the  weaknefs  of  the  Englifh 

verfarics  always  fhewed  a  defire  to  intereft  there, 

prefs  them,    there   arofe   from   a  Notwith- 
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Notwithfranding  the  general  ten- 
dency of  that  gentleman's  fpeech 
in  favour  of  the  views  of  admi- 
niftration,  he  declared,  that  he 
did  not  imagine  the  prefent  mi- 
nifters  were  able  to  draw  forth  the 
refources  which  England  afforded, 
or  to  apply  them  with  ability  fuf- 
ficient,  to  compafs  fo  important  an 
object  as  the  reduction  of  the  difo- 
bedient  provinces.  But  on  the 
other  hand  he  was  afraid,  that 
thofe  who  were  likely  to  fucceed 
them,  although  they  might  be 
pefTefTed  of  greater  capacity,  and 
more  of  the  public  confidence,  were 
top  dejirous  of  furrendering  all  the 
objects  of  theconteft,  without  any 
druggie,  at  all  equal  to  the  antient 
reputation  of  England.  That,  he 
acknowledged  -the  fi tuation  to  be 
extremely  perilous,  and  the  danger 
great ;  but  that  on  fuch  occafions, 
the  noble  qualities  of  the  human 
mind,  perfeverance,  fortitude,  and 
the  love  of  our  country,  fhine  in 
their  greateft  luftre. 

After  a  very  long  and  vehement 
debate,  the  Houfe  at  length  di- 
vided, about  half  pafl  two  in  the 
morning,  when  the  amendment 
was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  226, 
to  a  107. 

The  addrefs  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  was  neceflarily  fupported 
upon  much  the  fame  ground  with 
that  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
The  numerous  public  and  private 
virtues  of  the  fovereign  were  largely 
expatiated  upon,  in  order  to  place 
in  the  ftrongeft  point  of  view,  the 
obftinacy,  ingratitude,  and  bafe- 
nefs,  of  his  rebellious  fubjects  in 
America;  whilft  the  royal  good 
faith  with  refpect  to  foreign  na- 
tions, and  his  Majefty's  religious 
adherence  to  treaties,  vyere  no  lefs 
fijepngly  contralled   with  the  per- 
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fidious  conduct  of  France.  The 
ufual  arguments  were  ufed  for 
unanimity,  and  perfeverance  in 
the  American  war;  for  the  firft, 
from  the  national  danger;  for  the 
fecond,  from  the  lofs  of  honour 
and  fafety  which  muft  be  fuftained 
in  abandoning  that  great  conti- 
nent to  France. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  lords  in 
opposition  propofed  no  amend- 
ment to  the  addrefs ;  bdt  con- 
demning it  entirely  in  all  its 
parts,  (as  they  did  the  matter  of 
the  fpeech  itfelf )  would  put  an 
abfolute  negative  on  the  whole. 
Here  too  the  topics  were  in  gene- 
ral fimilar  to  thofe  ufed  in  the  o- 
ther  Houfe.  Enquiry,  they  faid, 
full  and  complete  enquiry,  into 
the  conduct  of  the  war,  and  into 
the  real  ftate  of  public  affairs,  was* 
now  the  proper  and  immediate 
pbject  of  parliament.  This  was 
no  feafon  for  fending  the  voice  of 
adulation  to  the  throne.  It  was 
now  a  matter  of  neceflity,  that 
the  eyes  of  the  Sovereign  fhould 
be  opened  to  the  real  ftate  of  his 
affairs;  and  it  would  be  diftioneft 
to  himfelf,  as  well  as  treafon  to 
the  ftate,  to  conceal  any  partof 
the  dangers  of  his  Situation.  The 
arguments  ufed  for  promoting  the 
addrefs,  appeared  to  them  to  be 
cogent  arguments  for  enquiry. 
The  lofs  of  our  honour,  the  dan- 
ger of  the  nation,  the  difcontents 
in  every  part  of  the  Britiih  domi- 
nions, and  the  diiTentions  in  the 
navy  and  army,  originating  in  the 
ill  conduct  of  government,  called 
for  difcuffion  and  remedy.  They 
did,  and  could  only  originate, 
from  a  weak  and  a  wicked  fyftem 
of  government.  A  fyftem  found- 
ed upon  falfe  principles;  upheld, 
by  obftinacy,  folly,  and  error,  if 

not 
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not  by  malice;  and  inevitably 
tending  by  its  own  nature  to  rain 
and  destruction.  This  fyftem, 
they  faid,  muft  be  totally  effaced: 
new  men  and  new  meafures  mull 
be  adopted,  before  any  fuccefs 
can  b»  rationally  expected  in  war, 
or  fecurity  or  honour'in  peace. 

The  lords  in  adminiilration  could 
not  refrain  from  exprefling  their  a- 
ftonifhment  at  the  new  and  extraor- 
dinary mcafnre,  of  attempting  to 
reject  the  whole  of  the  addrefs  to 
the  throne,  without  a  fubltitution 
of  any  other   in   its    room.      An 


tween  this  country  and  America, 
were  now,  they  faid,  totally  fhift- 
ed  ;  it  was  no  longer  a  queftion* 
as  formerly,  whether  that  conti- 
nent was  worth  the  rifque  and  ex- 
pence  of  recovering,  as  a  part  of 
the.  Britifli  dominions;  but  the 
queftion  now  was,  whether  we 
fhould  fink  without  refinance,  un- 
der the  joint  force  of  France  and 
America,  and  fubmit  to  whatever 
terms  they  were  pleafed  to  dic- 
tate, or  whether  we  mould  en* 
deavour  by  the  molt  vigorous  ex* 
crtions,    at   once    to   punifh    otfr 


amendment,  they  faid,  of  any  of  traiterous  and  perfidious  foes,  and 
the  parts,  might  have  been  ex-  by  difTolving  their  unnatural  con- 
peeled  ;  or  if  it  had  even  extend-  junction,  to  reftore  the  former 
ed  to  an  alteration  of  the  whole,  unity,    power,    and    fplendour  of 


both  as  to  matter  and  purpofe,  it 
would  not  have  excited  furprize  ; 
but  the  attempt  to  put  a  direct 
and  unqualified  negative  upon  the 
whole  addrefs,  without  offering  or 
intending  any  other  in  its  room, 
was  a  meafure,  probably  une- 
qualled in  the  hiftory  of  parlia- 
ment. It  y/as  fitting,  they  faid, 
to  examine,  what  degree  of  obnfe- 
quence  the  import  Of  this  uncon- 
ditional negative  would  amount 
to.  His  Majefty  comes  to  parlia- 
ment to  feek  the  aid  of  his  people, 
for  repelling  and  defeasing  the 
perfidious  and  dangerous  defigns 
of  France,  openly  leagued  with 
our  own  rebellious  fubj^cts,  for 
the  fubverfion  of  his  ftate  and 
government.  What  anfwer  does 
the  propofed  negative  make  to  this 
requifition.  It  will  fubilantially 
declare  to  all  Europe,  that  we  are 
determined  to  afford  him  neither 
aid  nor  fupport  again  ft  his  trea- 
cherous enemies ;  and  that  his  do 


the  empire.  For  as  affairs  now 
flood,  it  was  impoflible,  they  faid, 
to  feparate  France  and  America, 
even  in  idea,  as  to  any  purpofe 
or  confequence  of  the  war;  and 
thus,  every  conceflion  made  to  the 
latter,  would  either  afford  a  direct 
and  fubftantial  aid,  or  convey  a 
bafe  fubmiffion  to  France. 

It  was  by  no  means  a  fair  infe- 
rence, they  faid,  that  becaufe 
from  adverfe  accidents,  and  cir- 
cumiUnces  not  forefeen  or  pro- 
vided againft,  we  had  not  yet 
met  with  that  degree  of  fuccefs, 
which  our  exertions  afforded  rea- 
fon  for  expecting,  all  coercion 
was  therefore  impracticable,  A- 
merica  irretrievably  loft,  and  this 
country  incapable  of  longer  fup- 
porting  the  war.  The  real  facts 
would  be  found  in  the  direct 
reverfe  of  thefe  propofitions.  A- 
merica  was  yet  far  from  being  in- 
vulnerable ;  the  refources  of  this 
country  were  ftill  great;  and  her 


minions  are  to  lie  at  the  mercy  of  fpirit  was   in  no  degree   broken. 

France.  They  faid  alfo,  that  it  was  equally 

The  grounds  of  the  conteft  be-  illiberal    and   unjuft,    to    charge 

Vol.  XXII.  [F]                                   thofo 


Sz]       ANNUAL   REGISTER,    1779. 


fhofe  accidents  and  misfortunes,  to 
which  ail  military  events  are  fub- 
jed,  to  the  want  of  judgment  or 
ability,  in  the  defign  or  condud 
ef  the  war. 

Upon  this  part  of  the  fubjed, 
they  entered  (as  the  minifters  had 
done  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons) 
into  fome  detail,  and  fome  de- 
fence, of  pad  meafures  and  con- 
dud.     The  firft  Lord  of  the  Ad- 


unqualified  negative  to  the  whole, 
would  not  only  amount  to  a.refu- 
fal  of  that  fupport,  but  would  like- 
wife  include  a  fubmiffion  to  all 
the  machinations,  claims,  or  inju- 
ries, to  be  framed  or  offered  by  that 
infidiou?  power.  Could  it  then 
be  a  queftion  with  that  Houfe, 
whether  they  lhould  aflure  his  Ma- 
jefty  of  their  ready  fupport  under 
the     prefent     alarming     circum- 


miralty  diredly  denied    the    fad,  ,  fiances  ?    If  a  war  with  America, 


as  to  that  fallen,  and  almoft  an- 
nihilated ftate  of  the  navy,  which 
had  been  (o  flrongly  urged  by  a 
noble  lord  (in  his  profefTional  line) 
on  the  other  fiJe.  He  acknow- 
ledged, that  we  had  been  much 
too  flow  both  in  our -naval  N and 
military  preparations  ;  but  this 
.tardinefs  he  attributed,  partly  to 
the  nature  of  our  government, 
partly  to  a  mftaken  lenity,  and 
partly,  to. the  affording  a  greater 
degreNe  of  credit  to  the  affurances 
of  other  powers,  than  the  event 
fhewed  they  were  entitled  to. 

The  lords,  on  that   fide,  faid, 
.that  they  h,ad  no  objedion  to  en- 
quiries-/ provided  that  they  were 
properly  founded,  fpecifieally  di- 


fhould  be  involved  in  a  refinance 
to  the  perfidious  and  inibient  de- 
mands of  France,  that  was  not 
imputable  either  to  the  minifters, 
to  parliament,  or  to  the  nation  at 
large.  The  war  was  juft  ;  and  it 
was  noufc  become  a  matter  of  ab- 
folute  neQeflity. 

To  this  the  lords  in  oppofitioii 
replied,  that  refufing  to  addrefs 
conveyed  no  negative  to  the  fup- 
port of  any  fyftem  of  war  or,  poli- 
ticks. But  it  conveyed,  what 
they  meant  it  fhould  convey,  their 
fulled  determination,  not  to  give 
the  fmalleft  degree  igf  credit  or 
fupport  to  the  prefent  Minifters, 
of  whofe  incapacity  for  the  con- 
dud  of  any  fyftem,   they  were  al- 


reded,  and  brought  on  in  a  proper^  ready  (as  they  faid)  convinced,  by 


feafon.  But  they  like  wife  ob- 
served, that  enquiries  into  the 
con  dud  of  men  in  high  ftations, 
were  matters  of  a  ferious  nature  ; 
and  as  they  necefTarily  implied 
fome  foundation  for  cenfure, 
fhould  not  be  lightly  taken  up, 
nor  wantonly  played  with.  They 
concluded,  that  the  fpeech  im- 
ported no  more,  than  a  commu- 
nication to  parliament  of  the  dan- 
ger of  the  kingdom  from  the  per- 
fidy of  France  ;  the  addrefs  went 
ne  further,  than  a  general  decla- 
ration to  fupport  his  Majefty  in'  a 
war  againit  v France ;  a  direft  and 


the  molt  conclufive  and   the-moft 
melancholy  experience. 

The  addrefs  was  carried  upon: 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  67 
lords,  who  Supported  the  motion, 
t0  35 »  wno  propofed  a  total  ne- 
gative to  the  whole. 

A  copy  of  the  late  valedictory 
manifefto  and  proclamation  iiTucd 
by  the  Commiffioners  in  New- 
York,  having  appeared  in  one  of 
the  public  papers  foon  after  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  fome  of 
thofe  pafTages  in  that  piece,  which 
we  have  already  had  occafion  to 
-take  notice  of,  drew  the  attention 

of 
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of  the  oppofition  in  both  Houfes, 
and  induced  the  Marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham in  the  one,  and  Mr. 
Coke,  member  for  Norfolk,  in. 
the  other,  to  move  for  authentic 
copies  of  the  original  inftrument, 
as  a  foundation  for  an  enquiry  into 
the  fubjed. 

D  c   Ath      ^  C0Py  °^  ^e  Pro* 
*  ^    *  clamation  of  the  jd 

of  O&ober  being  accordingly  laid 
before  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
Mr.  Coke  moved  for  an  addrefs  to 
his  Majefty,  expreffing  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  parliament  at  certain 
pafTages  of  the  manifeflo,  which, 
being  pointed  out  as  particularly 
exceptionable,  were  recited  in  the 
body  of  the*  propofed*  addrefs  ; 
and  declaring  it,  to  be  the  fenfe 
of  the  Houfe,  that .  the  Cotn- 
miffioners  had  no  authority  what- 
foever,  under  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment, in  virtue  of  which  they 
had  received  their  appointment, 
to  "hold  out  any  fuch  declaration  : 
nor  could  that  Houfe  be,  eafily 
brought  to  believe,  that  they  had 
derived  any  fuch  authority  from 
his  Majefty's  inftructions.  That 
thofe  Commiffioners  were  fent  on- 
ly to  make  peace,  and  not  to  de- 
clare the  mode  of  making  war ; 
even  if  the  mode  itfelf  had  been 
lefs  contradictory  to  the  whole 
purpofe  of  their  appointment. 

It  was  therefore  requefted,  "  that 
"  fo  much  of  the  manifefto  as 
•'  contained  the  faid  declaration, 
"  be  forthwith  publickly  difa- 
"  vowed  by  his  Majefty,  as  con- 
"  taining  matter,  inconfiftent  with 
"  the  humanity  and  generous 
4€  courage,  which,  in  all  times, 
"  have  diftinguiflied  the  Britifh 
*'  nation  ;  fubverfive  of  the  max- 
"  ims  which  have  been  eftablifhed 
"  among  chriftian  and  civilized 
€<  communities ;  derogatory  to  (he 


in 

"  dignity  of  the  crown  of  this 
"  realm  ;  tending  to  debafe  the 
€€  fpirit,  and  to  fubvert  the  diC- 
"  cipline  of  his  Majefty 's  armies* 
€<  and  to  expofe  his  innocent  fub* 
"  jects,  in  all  parts  of  his  domk 
"  nions,  to  cruel  and  ruinous  re* 
"  taliations*" 

The  motion  was  ftrongly  fup* 
ported  by  the  oppofition  in  gene* 
ral,  as  well  as  by  the  mover,  upoil 
the  ground  of  good  policy  and 
fel  f-prefervation,  as  well  as  oil 
the  principles  of  humanity,  civili- 
zation, and  religion.  They  faid* 
that  if  we  intended  to  fet  the  ex- 
ample, of  overthrowing  all  the 
rules  and  compacts,  which  civi- 
lization and  chriftianity  had  efta- 
blifhed among  mankind,  for  lef- 
fening  the  horrors  and  alleviating 
the  calamities  of  war,  by  the  in  - 
traduction  of  a  new  and  cruel 
fyftem  of  hoftiiity,  it  was  abfo- 
lutely/  rfeceffary,  that  we  mould 
be  armed  at  all  points,  and  every 
where  prepared,  to  abide  the  iftue* 
and  to  repel  the  confequences* 
They  afked,  if  this  was  the  cafe 
at  pre  fent  ? 

They  ftated,  that  the  northera 
coafts  of  England,  and  all  thofe 
of  Scotland,  were  expofed  to  the 
ravages  of  the  moft  contemptible* 
enemy.  That  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  was  on  every  fide  open 
and  defencelefs.  That  fingle 
American  privateers  had  alrea- 
dy fuccefsfully  landed  on  our 
coafts ;  and  that  even  the  Houfes 
of  our  nobility  had  not  efcaped 
their  depredations.  Thefe  were 
armed  with  all  the  powers'  necef- 
fary  for  carrying  the  "  extremes 
of  war  and  defolation"  into  their 
fevereft  degree  of  execution  ;  but 
even  thefe  freebooters,  who  are 
of  an  order  generajly  confider- 
ed  as    being  in   a  great  meafure 
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lawlefs  in  war,  felt  themfelves 
bound  by  thofe  compacts  eftabli di- 
ed between  nations,  and  refpected 
thofe  laws  and  rights  of  humanity, 
which  this  once  great  and  civi- 
lized nation,  not  only  intends  to 
violate,  but  threatens,  by  the 
mouth  of  her  commiffioners,  fo 
far  as  in  her  lies,  totally  to  an- 
nihilate* They,  however,  found 
themfelves  happy,  they  faid,  in 
having  an  opportunity  of  declar- 
ing to  their  country  and  to  pofte- 
rity,  that  they  had  no  (hare  in 
bringing  forward  the  calamities, 
which  an  avowal  of  the  inhuman 
and  barbarous  principles  of  *  the 
manifefto  mull  draw  upon  the 
nation. 

This  war,  they  faid,  had  been 
infidioufly  and  conftantly  called  by 
Minifters  the  war  of  Parliament ; 
but  was  parliament  to  be  loaded 
with  the  obloquy  of  conducting  it 
in  a  manner,  which  could  only  fit 
the  ideas  of  a  Cherokee  or  Onon- 
dago  favage.  Rarliament  had  held 
forth  the  mild  terms  of  peace; 
but  furely  it  mult  be  equally  falfe 
and  unjuft,  and  con  fide  red  as  a 
libel  of  the  bittereft  nature,  to 
charge  it  with  calling  to  its  affift- 
ance  the  tomohawk  and  fcalping- 
knife,  as  inftruments  of  reconcili- 
ation ;  or  of  threatening  death 
and  defolution  to  the  innocent 
multitude  in  America,  if  they  did 
not  perform  impoffibilities.  For 
fuch,  they  faid,  were  the  condi- 
tions, annexed  to  the  threats  held 
out  to  them.  The  multitude,  if 
they  would  efcape  the  extremes  of 
war,  were  immediately  to  abandon 
home,  country,  property,  all  the 
natural  connections,  and  all  the 
commodities  of  life,  and  emigrate 
from  the  rcmoteft  parts,  through 
roads  which  they  would  not  be 
allowed   to   pafs,    and    countries 


which  they  would  not  be  per- 
mitted to  enter,  until,  'in  de- 
fpite  of  thefe  infuperable  bars, 
they  had  arrived  at  New  York, 
(where  they  could  find  neither 
room  nor  entertainment)  there  to 
accept  conditions  of  peace  from 
Commiffioners,  who  were  them- 
felves actually  enduring  fome  of  the 
evils  of  war,  being  (hut  up  with- 
in the  limits  of  a  gajrifon,  be- 
yond which  they  durft  not  fhew 
their  faces. 

An  officer,  of  high  family,  rank 
and  diftinction,  who  had  lately  re- 
turned from  America,  expre(Ted 
his  condemnation  of  the  meafure 
in  queftion,  as  well  as  of  the  Mi- 
nifters, with  whom  he  charged  it 
to  originate,  in  terms  of  unufual 
vehemence.  He  faid  he  could 
not  bear  with  an  even  temper  the 
indignity  offered  to  his  profeffion, 
by  an  attempt  to  convert  foldiers, 
into  butchers,  alTaffins,  and  in- 
cendiaries :  He  liked  honed  open 
war  againft  his  enemy  ;  but  he 
could  not  endure  the  abominable 
idea,  of  (heathing  his  fword  in 
the  bowels  of  age  or  innocence; 
Hill  lefs  would  he  tarnifh  the  luftre' 
of  the  Britifh  name  by  acts  of  bar- 
barity, in  obedience  to  the  man- 
dates, or  in  fulfilling  the  defigns, 
of  the  mod  infamous  ad m initia- 
tion that  ever  difgraced  a  free 
country.  As  a  Britifti  fenator, 
and  flill  more  particularly,  as  the 
reprefentative  of  a  great  manu- 
facturing, trading,  and  maritime 
county,  which  was  peculiarly  cx- 
pofed  to  the  retaliation  of  an 
enemy,  he  (hould  think  he  ill  dis- 
charged his  duty,  if  he  did  not 
with  his  utmeft  power  oppofe  a 
fyftem,  which  would  not  be  more 
difgraceful  than  ruinous  in  its  ef- 
fects ;  a  fyftem,  which  would  in- 
vite all  the  renagadoes  of  France 

and 
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and  America,  to  ravage  eur  coaffcs; 
burn  our  towns,  and  deftroy  our 
manufactures ;  and  which  would 
juftify  them  in  every  a£t  of  enor- 
mity and  cruelty,  even  to  the  but- 
chering in  cold  blood  of  our  help- 
lefs  women  and  children. 

It  was  pretty  generally,  and 
flrongly  after  ted  on  that  fide,  that 
no  peace  could  ever  be  derived 
from  the  prefent  Minifters.  .That 
they  had  already  poifoned  and 
polluted  all' the  fources  of  conci- 
liation. And  that,  as  they  had 
long  fince  forfeited  all  confidence 
and  opinion  with  the  world,  fo 
there  feemed  to  be  a  common 
union  of  mankind,  in  (hutting 
them  out,  from  all  negociation, 
treaty,  or  connection. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  Minif- 
ters, and  their  immediate  friends, 
expreflVd  the  utmoft  aftonifhment, 
at  the  forced  and  unnatural  con- 
firmation which  was  put  upon  the 
words  of  the  declaration,  and  the 
unaccountable  manner  in  which 
its  plain  fenfewas  attempted  to  be 
perverted.  •  They  declared,  that 
they  had  never  feen  a  more  inno- 
cent, humane,  fober,  confcien- 
tious,  piece  of  writing  in  their 
lives.  They  confidered  it  mere- 
ly, aa  a  fenfible  well  -  mean- 
ing addrefs  to  the  Americans, 
warning  them  of  the  dangers 
which  they  mult  neceflarily  incur 
by  an  obftinate  perfeverance  in 
their  rebellion,  and  particularly 
in  their  unnatural  connection  with 
France.  That  they  were  not  to 
expect  that  lenity  in  future,  which 
they  had  hitherto  experienced 
during  the  courfe  of  the  war, 
while  we  ftill  confidered  them  as 
fei low- fubj eels,  whom  we  wi fried 
(o  reclaim   by  the   moil  finguiar 


mildnefs,  clemency  and  indul- 
gence. That  nothing  mbre  could 
be  fairly  inferred  from  thofe 
words  which  were  tortured  into  fo 
unaccountable  a  meaning,  than 
that  America,  in  confequence  of 
its  leaguing  with  our  inveterate 
enemy,  mould  no  longer  be  treat* 
ed  as  a  Britifh  country,  but  as  a 
part  of  the  dominions  belonging 
to  France ;  as  the  Americans, 
were  by  their  alliance  become 
French,  it  could  afford  no  caufe 
of  furprize  or  complaint  that  they 
mould  be  confidered  and  treated 
as  Frenchmen.  • 

The  Minifters  denied  in  exprefg 
terms,  their  intention  of  introduc- 
ing or  encouraging  any  new  fpe-s 
cies  of  war  in  America,  which 
fhould  differ  from  the  general' 
practice  in  Europe;  and  declared 
that  they  reprobated  with  as  much 
deteftation,  as  thofe  gentlemen 
who  feemed  fo  much  alarmed, 
every  idea  of  hoftility  that  mili- 
tated againft  humanity,  or  which 
went  to  the  fubverfion  of  thofe 
laws  of  civilization,  that  had  been 
calculated  to  fmooth  the  rugged 
face  of  war.  Wanton  cruelty, 
they  faid,  could  neither  be  pa- 
tronized by  the  crown,  nor  en- 
couraged by  any  Eriton  :  No  Bri- 
tifh Minifter  would  dare  to  fend 
fuch  orders  to  a  Britifh  army ;  nor 
no  Britifh  army  ever  would,  or 
ought,  in  any  cafe,  to  obey  them, 
in  the  commiflion  of  ads  of  wan- 
ton barbarity.  But  they  would 
not  admit,  that  the  burning  of  a 
warehoufe  converted  into  a  bat- 
tery, or  the  deftru&ion  of  houfes 
or  towns,  that  were  become  j-e- 
pofitories  of  military  ftores,  or 
ufed  as  places1  of  arms,  could  at 
all  come  within  the  defcription  of 

[F ]  3  cruelty 
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cruelty  or  barbarity.     Such   acta    thofe  limits.     If  we  had  hitherto 
had  been  always    practifed  by  the    forbore  nothing  that  the  practice 


molt  civilized  nations  in  Europe  ; 
and  every  thing  that  could  be  at- 
tempted with  a  profpect  of  fuccefs, 
in  order  to  dtflrefs  an  enemy, 
and  to  difable  him  from  injuring 
his  adverfary,    had  at   all    times 


and  rights  of  war  could  authorife, 
the  plan  now  to  be  profecuted- 
mufl  go  directly  to  cancel  thofe 
rights.  The  laws  of  war  were 
laws  of  limitation  ;  for  war  was 
cbnftantly  to   be  limited  by  necef- 


been  held  juilifiable  by  the  laws  of  fity,  and  its  calamities  and  rava- 

war,  and  had  been  confirmed  by  ges  were  to  be  meafured  and  bound 

the  practice  of  all  nations.     Even  in  upon  that  principle.     But  the 

^t    home,    did    not   the   laws   of  extremes  of  war,  and  the  defola- 

England  allow  us  in  cafe  of  inva-  tion    of  countries,    went   beyond 

fion  to  wafle  and  deftroy  our  own  all  limitations  ;  and  as  no  neceffity 

country,  wherever  the  enemy  di-  could  warrant   them,    they  could 


reeled  his  progrefs,  in  order  to 
prevent  his  obtaining  provifion  or 
forage?  andean  a  doubt  then  be 
entertained,  as  to  the  juflice  or 
right  of  exercifing  the  fame  au- 
thority, in  deftroying  the  country 
of  our  open  and  avowed  enemy  ? 

bn  the  other  fide  it  was  infilled, 
that  as  there  was  no  miilaking  the 
words,  fo  there  was  no  poflibility 
of  explaining  away  the  obvious 
fenfe  of  the  declaration.  The 
Commiflioners  had  declared,  that 
the  mode  of  war  was  to  be  totally 
changed  ;  that  it  was  now  to  be 
conducted  with  a  degree  of  rigour 
and  horror  -  before  unknown  ; 
"  they  had  hitherto  refrained 
from  the  extremes  of  war  and 
the  defolation  of  the  country :" 
the   change   denounced  could  be 


neither  be  juftified  or  excufed, 
upon  any  ground  of  reafon  or  ar- 
gument. ,They  fuppofed  a  cafe, 
to  (hew  the  line  between  the  ex- 
tremes and  limitations  of  war.  It 
would,  for  example,  be  right  and 
defensible,  becaufe  it  would  be 
necefiary,  to  deftroy  any  fort,  garri* 
fon,  or  town,  which  afforded  im- 
mediate flrength  to  the  enemy, 
and  enabled  him  to  annoy  you  in 
the  purfuit  of  your  object ;  it 
would  be  proper  to  burn  any 
houfe  from  which  the  enemy  fired 
on  you  ;  the  neceffity  juftifies 
the  meafure  ;  but  it  would  not  be 
lawful,  right,  or  pardonable,  to 
burn  any  houfe  or  town  becaufe 
it  might  happen,  at  fome  future 
time,  to  affcrd  fhelter  or  flrength. 
to  the  enemy.     They  concluded. 


no  other,    than   the   carrying  of  that  although  the  extremes  of  war, 

thefe  to  their  utmofl  extent:      It  and  defolation,  were  well-found- 

could  not  be  pretended,  with  any  ing  words,  they  were  dreadful  in 

face  or  appearance  of  truth,  that  their    meaning    and   effect ;    and 

the   rigours  of  hoftility  had   not  went  to  no  lefs  than  the  murther 

hitherto  been  carried  on  our  fide  of  man,  woman,    and  child,  the 

to  the   utmoft  limits,  which  the  deflruction  of  countries,  and  the 

laws  and  rights  of  war  authorize  final  annihilation  of  humanity,  or 

among  civilized  nations.     We  had  they  meant' nothing.      Nor  would 

even  already  acquired  an  ill  name  the  confequences  be  lefs  fatal  to 

throughout    Europe,    under    the  thofe  who  introduced  fo  odious  and 

imputation    of  having    exceecjccj  inhuman  a  fyiiem,    than  to  the 

5  yeoplc 
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people  again  ft  whom  its  effect  was 
directed;  as  all  mankind  wonld 
naturally  combine  againft  a  na- 
tion ,  which  throwing  away  every 
fhadow  of  principle,  would  ven- 
ture to  recal  into  the  world,  all 
the  forgotten  cruelties  of  barba- 


ty ;  regretted  he  was  not  on  the 
fpot  to  give  it  his  fanftion ;  and . 
after  a  violent  condemnation  of 
the  Congrefs,  declared  that  no 
mercy,  ought  to  be  {hewn  ta 
them  ;  and  that  if  the  infernal*  * 
could  be  employed  againft  them, 


rous  ages,  and  all  the  horrors  o£>  he  ftiould  approve    of  the  mea- 


uncivilized  war. 

While  the  oppofition  were  thus" 
contending,  that  the  words  of  the 
declaration  clearly  contained  that 
certain  and  precife  meaning  which 
they  affigned  to  them,  and  that 
the  Minifters  as  ftrongly.  denied 
their  bearing  or  conveying  any 
fuch  fignification,  juftified  the 
Com  million ers,  as  well  as  them- 


fure. 

This  avowal  of  a  doctrine  and 
fad,  which  the  Minifters  and  their 
friends  had  fo  totally  difcl aimed 
and  denied,  and  confirmation  of 
an  interpretation,  which  they  had 
fo  positively  charged  to  the  viru- 
lence of  party,  and  the  ingenious 
malice  of  their  adverfaries,  could 
not  but  produce   fome  little  em- 


felves,    from    the    imputation   of    bar r ailment.     It  was  impoffible  to 
holding  or  avowing  io  horrid   a    fupport  a  principle  which  they  had 


doctrine,  and  reprobated,  in  terms 
no  lefs  ftrong  than  thofe  ufed  by 
their  antagonifts,  the  principle 
upon  which  it  would  have  been 
founded,  the  debate  fuddenly  took 


fo  recently  and  fo  totally  reprobat- 
ed. They  accordingly  abandoned 
both  that,  and  the  gentleman  by 
whom  it  was  avowed  and  juftified 
to  the    mercy  of  thevappofition, 


the 


a  new  turn,  from  a  circumftance,    Avithout  the   fmalleft   interference  ^ 
which  was  probably  as   little  ex-     in  behalf  of  either. 

Both  the  generals  who  had  re- 
turned from  the  American  fervicc, 
voted  for  the  addre fs,  and  con- 
demned the  fuppofed  cruelty 
charged  to  the  proclamation.  But 
this  debate  was  particularly  dif- 
tinguifhed,  by  the  unexpected  and 
direct  attack   made  upon  the  A- 


pected   on    the   one    iide   as 
other.   • 

This  was  an  open  acknowledge- 
ment, by  the  only  Commiffioner 
who  had  yet  returned  from  Ame- 
rica, that  every  charge  made  by 
the  oppofition  againft  the  procla- 
mation,   were  •fully    founded    jn 

point  of  fact,  both  as  to  princi-'  merican  Minifter,  by  the  late 
pie  and  doctrine  ;  at  the  fame  commander  in  chief  upon  that 
time  that  he  defended  and  juftifi-  continent.  That  general,  after 
ed  the  meafure  as  well  as  the  prin-  feeming  to  attribute  the  attacks 
ciple  in  all  their  parts,  upon  the  made  upon  his  reputation  and  cha- 
ground  of  found  policy  and   ne-    rafter,  to  the  lenity  which  he  had 


ceffity.  He  faid  the  proclamation 
certainly  did  mean  a  war  of  defol- 
iation ;  it  meant  nothing  elfe ; 
it  could  mean  nothing  elfe ;  but 
the  meafure  was  right  and  neceffa- 


practifed  in  the  profecution  of  the 
war,  and  obferving,  that  if  thefe 
did  not  originate  from  Minifters, 
they,  at  leaft,  were  not  difcourag- 
ed  or  contradicted  by  them,   al- 


*  A  fort  of  machines  ufed  for  the  deft  ruction  of  towns  in  the  wars  with  France 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  kft  century, 

[F]  4  though 
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though  they  had  thofe  means  of  quence  than  he  really  was,  by  at- 
information  in  their  hands,  which  tributing  to  him  the  fole  manage- 
fully  (hewed  their  injuftice  and  ment  of  the  war;  he  was  only  an 
falfehood,  entered  into  a  detail  of  humble  fervantof  the  crown  ;  and 
various  matters  of  complaint,  which  if  he  had  not  the  greateft  abilities 
he  laid  again  ft  the  noble  lord  at.  to  recommend  him,  he  had,  how- 
the  head  of  the  American  depart-  *  ever,  thus  much  to  offer  with  truth 
xnent,  relative  to  his  conduct  with  and  confidence  in. his  defence,  that* 
refpect  to  hioifelf,  and  to  the.  he  had  ever  acted  fince  his  coming 
command  with  which  he  was  en-  into  office,  according  to  the  very 
trufted  in  America.  To  thefe  he  beft  of  his  judgment.  He  had  no 
charged  his  refignation  of  that  com-,  wife,  he  faid,  to  prevent  any  en- 
mand,  and  ftrongly  urged,  (as  did  quiry,  that  might  be  neceflary  to 
likewife  his  noble  brother)  that  a  refcue  the  character  of  any  gentle- 
parliamentary  enquiry  fhould  be  man  from  obloquy  ;  and  he  trufted, 
inftituted,  in  order  that  the  con-  that  if  ever  a  parliamentary  en- 
duct  both  of  the  commanders  and  quiry  fhould  take  place  into  his 
the  minifter  mould  be  fully  ex-  ovyn  conduct,  he  fhould  be  fo  well 
amined,  juftice  done  on  all  fides,  ,  prepared  to  meet  it,  that  his  ho- 
and  the  nation  acquainted  with  the  nourand  character  fhould  come  off 
true  caufe  of  that  failure  of  fuc-  in  triumph. 

c«fs,  which  it   had  hitherto  expe-        The  queftion  being  put,   after 

rienced.     He  concluded  his  fpeech  long  debates,  the  motion  for  the 

with  a  free  declaration  of  his  own  propofed  addrefs  was  rejected  upon 

private  opinion,  amounting  to  no  a  divifion,  by.  a  majority  of  209* 

Icfs'in  import,  than  that  neither  a  to  122. 

happy  reiteration  of  peace,  nor  a         The  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 

fuccefsful  profecution  of  the  war,  in  a  fpeech  which  lafted  upwards 

could  ever  be  hoped  for,  while  the  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  introduced 

conduct  of  American  affairs,  was  and   fupported    his  motion,        , 

continued  in  the  hands  of  the  pre-  wi.h  a  great  difplay  of  know-     '     * 

fent   noble   fecretary  for  that  de-  ledge  and   ability.      That   noble- 

partment.  man,   and  the  lords  on   his  fide, 

The    noble     Minifter     feemed  called  upon  in  the  moil  prefling 

aftoniftied   at  this   unexpected  at-  terms,    and    particularly  applied 

tack,  and  entered  into  a  vindica-  themfelves,  to  the  reverend  bench 

tion  of  his  conduct  with  refpect  to  of  bifliops,  to  exert  that  charity, 

the  genera!,  (o  far  as  his  memory  humanity,  and  abhorrence  of  blood 

could  admit  upon  fo  fudden  an  oc-  and  cruelty,  which  were  the  lead- 

cafion  ;  totally  declaiming  all  in-  ing  tenets,  and  diftinguifhingcha- 

tention  of  injury,  and  all  defign  racte ri flics  of  Chriftianity,  upon  a 

of  neglect.     As  to  the  conduct  of  fubject,  which  not  only  came  di- 

the  war,  if  it  had  not  been  as  fuc-  rectly  within  their  cognizance,  but 

cefsfui  as  might  have  been  wifhed,  in   which  they  Itemed   bound   by 

it  was  nor  only  doing  him  an   in-  their  character,  to  take  an  unequi- 

juftice  to  iuppofe  him  the  caufe  of  vocal  and  decided  part.     They  ob* 

Cur  mifcarriages,  but  k  was  fup-  ferved,  that  all  the  avowed  origi- 

pofing  him  of  much  more  confe-  nal  motives  and  objects  of  the  war, 
6  wcr« 
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rence  was  required  in  preventing 
the  deftruclion  and  fparing  the 
blood,  not  only  of  men  or  of 
Chriftians,  but  of  Englifhmen, 
and  of  Proteftants  like  themfelves  ; 
and  of  crushing  in  the  outfet  an 
abominable  fyftem  of  warfare, 
which  would,  in  its  progrefs  and 
confequences,  bring  ruin  and  de- 
folatioti  home  to  their  flocks  and 
their  doors. 

It  happened  fortunately,  they 
faid,  that  the  legal  powers,  with 
which  they  had  been  in  veiled  by 
the  conftitution  for  fuch  pious  pur* 
pofes,  would  be  found  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance,  fully  equal  to  the 
duty  and  emergency.  They  were 
the  Moderators  ordained  by  the. 
wifdom  of  the  conftitution,  to 
check  the  rage,  reftrain  the  paf- 
fions,  ind  con  fro  ul  the  violence, 
of  mere  temporal  men.  Their 
frmple  votes  upon  this  occafion, 
would  at  once  fully  exprefs  their 
deteftation  of  the  inhuman  fyftem 
in  queftion,  and,  joined  with  thofe 
of  the  temporal  lords  who  held  the 
fame  principle,  fully  cure  its  ef- 
fects. And  thus  they  would  afford 
a  new  and  ftriking  evidence  to  the 
world,  of  the  fan&ity  of  their  or- 
der, the  wifdom  of  its  legiflative 
inftitution,  and  the  unfullied  pu- 
rity of  their  profeflion. 

On  the  ground  of  retaliation, 
befides  the  danger  and  mifchief  to 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  ir- 
retrievable deftru&ion,  which  the 
full,  and  undoubted,  adoption. of 
that  fyftem  by  France  and  Ame- 
rica, would  bring  upon  our  Weft 
India  iflands,  was  ftrongly  urged. 
And  they  argued,  that  from  the 
nature  of  the  fugar  plantations 
and  works,  and  the  great  capi- 
tal neceffarily  lodged  in  them,  the 
defolation  caufed  by  a  fingle  pri- 
vateer 


were  now  done  away  or  abandon- 
ed, and  its  nature  and  principle 
totally  changed.  That  right  re- 
verend body,  had  hitherto  fup- 
ported  the  meafures  of  government 
in  the  conteft  with  America,  un- 
der the  firm  hope  and  perfuafion, 
founded  upon  the  faith  and  repeat- 
ed affurances  of  Minifters,  that  the 
recovery  of  our  colonies  was  not 
only  "practicable,  but  eafily  to  be 
attained.  So  far,  the.  motive  of 
the  war  might  poffibly  be  honour- 
able, and  its  object  fair  ;  the 
o/ueftions  of  fatt,  or  of  policy, 
did  not  abfolutely  lie  with  them. 
But  they  were  now  informed  by 
an  authority  which  they  could  not 
queftion,  that  of  thofe  very' Mini- 
fters declared  to  all  the  world  in 
their  manifefto,  that  a  new  fyftem 
of  policy  was  adopted,  and  the 
nature  of  the  conteft  totally  ch  an  g-* 
ed.  That  America  was  relinquifh- 
ed,  and  the  advantages  of  a  con- 
nection with  our  colonies  abandon- 
ed. And  a  new  fpecies  of  war 
was  denounced,  tending  merely 
and  avowedly  to  revenge,  (laugh- 
ter, and   univerfal  deftruction. 

It  could  not  be  even  fuppofed, 
that  they  would  afford  their  coun- 
tenance to  fo  odious,  fo  barbarous  a 
fyftem.  They  were  called  upon  to 
exert  in  their  legiflatiye  character, 
the  peculiar  and  moft  exalted  prin- 
ciples of  Chriftianity,  in  prevent- 
ing the  wanton  effufion  of  human 
blood,  and  the  deftruttion  of 
mankind.  It  could  not  be  ima- 
gined, that  their  natural  difpofi- 
tion,  would  not  tend  equally  with 
their  religious  principles,  and  their 
profeftional  duty,  to  the  condem- 
nation of  all  meafures  of  blood, 
and  the  utter  deteftation  of  all 
new  and  cruel  aggravations  of  the 
horrors   of  war.      Their   interfe- 
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vatcer   upon   that   fyfteai,     could 
fcarcely  be  recovered  in  an  age. 

But  they  particularly  reprobated, 
and  indeed  their  powers  of  argu- 
ment, and  utmofl  acumen  of  cen- 
sure, feemeA  principally  directed, 
(as  well  in  the  debate,  as  in  the 
fucceeding   proteft)    againft  thofe 
new  political  principles  or  maxims, 
which  they  charged   to  the   ma- 
riifeflo,  viz.  That  "  what  we  have 
no  interefl  in  preferving,  we  are 
called  upon  .  by   neceffity   to   de- 
jlroy,"    and    that,    "  motives   of 
felf-prefervation,  not  growing  out 
cF  any  ft  ate  of  circumilances,  now 
in   actual   exigence,  but  founded 
upon  a  policy  directed   to  future 
uncertain  events,  fhould   be  fup- 
pofed    to  authorize  or  juftify,    a 
prefent  general  defolation."  Thefe 
principles,    they  faid,    would   af- 
ford a  full  j unification  of  all  the 
cruelty  and  deduction   of   man- 
kind, recorded  of  the  moil  bloody 
tyrants,  and  of  the  moil  barbarous 
nations.     They  would  juftifViJc- 
jrod  in  the  murther  of  the  Inno- 
cents.    Upon    this   ground,    they 
fiated  the  following  caufes  of  dif- 
fent   in  the  proteft. — viz.    "  Be- 
"  caufe  the  public  law  of  nations, 
"  in  affirmance  of  the  dictates  of 
"  nature,  and  the  precepts  of  re- 
'*  vealed  religion,   forbids    us  to 
"  rcfort  to  the  extremes  of  war, 
*€  upon  our  own  opinion  of  their 
"  expediency  ;     or    in   any   cafe   to 
' '  carry  on  war  for  the  purpofe  of 
*r  defolation.     We  know  that  the 
"  rights  of  war  are  odious,  and 
*'  inftead  of  being  extended  upon 
"  loofe  conductions,  and   fpecu- 
€€  lations  of  danger,  ought  to  be 
"  boutd   up  and  limited   by   all 
"  the   reftraints  of   the  moil  ri- 
"  gorous   conftruction.      We   are 
«  fhocked  to  fee  the  hrft  law  of 


"  nature,  felf-prefervation,  per* 
S€  verted  and  abufed  into  a  prin- 
"  ciple  definitive  of  all  other 
"  laws ;  and  a  rule  laid  down, 
"  by  which  our  own  fafety  is  ren- 
"  dered  incompatible  with  the 
"  profperity  of  mankind.  Thofe 
"  objects  of  war,  which  cannot 
"  be  com  parTed  by  fair  v  and  ho- 
"  nourable  hoftility,  ought  not 
"  to  be  compafled  at  all.  "  An 
"  end  that  has  no.  means,  but  fuck 
"  as  are  unlawful >  is  an  unlawful 
"  end.'' 

The  Lords  on  that  fide  con- 
cluded by  obferving,  that  no  great 
force  of  argument  feemed  necef- 
fary  for. the  condemnation  of  fo 
fhameful  a  public  in  ftr  urn  en  t,  which 
fpringing  from  a  commiffion  under 
the  great  feal  of  the  kingdom, 
would  other  wife  become  a  (landing 
record,  and  monument  of  national - 
difgr.ice;  which  went  to  the  in— 
diforiminatemafTacre  and  extermi- 
nation of  a  numerous  and  widely 
extended  people,  two  thirds  of. 
whom,  were  faid  by  its  frame rs, 
to  be  our  warm  friends,  and.  in- 
violably attached  to  our  govern- 
ment. That  fuch  a  public  difa- 
vowal  was  abfolutely  neceflary, 
left  it  mould  appear  in  Europe*. 
that  a  Britifh  parliament  had  given 
its  fan&ion  to  the  revival  of  that 
ferocity  and  barbari fm  in  war, 
which  a  beneficent  religion,  en- 
lightened manners,  and  true  mi- 
litary honour,  had  fo  long  ban  idled 
from  the  chriftian  world. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  lords  in 
administration,, or  office,  who  were 
thofe  only,  that  to>k  any  part  on 
that  fide  in  the  debate,  totally  de- 
nied (as  the  rajnifters  had  done  ia 
the  Houfe  of  Commons)  the  in- 
terpretation put  upon,  the  words, 
a.nd    the    conftruction   upon    the 

meaning 
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meaning  of  the  manifefto,  by  the 
oppofition.  At  the  fame  time 
they  utterly  difclaimed,  and  re- 
probated even  in  ftronger  terms, 
the  bloody  principles  wnich,  were 
charged  to,  or  fuppofed  to  dictate 
the  manifefto.  Eat  this  charge 
they  attributed  folcly,  to  a  difpofi- 
tion  for  decrying,  however  un- 
juftly,  all  the  meafures  of  govern* 
ment,  and  a  defire  of  creating  un- 
founded alarms  and  uneafineiles 
among  the  people.  To  obviate 
this  defign,  and  to  prevent  the 
effe&s  which  the  ftrong  reprefen- 
tations  and  colouring  ufed  on  the 
other  fide  might  produce  in  the 
Houfe,  they  entered  pretty  deeply 
into  a  critical  difquifition  of  the 
words,  and  what  they  defcribed  to 
be  the  fair  conitru&ion  of  the  pro- 
clamation, as  well  as  into  a  j unifi- 
cation of  the  meaning  and  inten- 
tion, and  a  vindication  of  the  con- 
duel  and  character  of  the  com- 
miffioners.-  They  concluded  by 
hoping,  that  the  lords  would  not 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  led  away, 
by  a  fludious  and  laboured  appeal 
to  their  feelings  and  paflions,  and 
a  forced  and  unnatural  mifcon- 
ftru&ion  and  mifinterpretation  of 
plain  and  obvious  language,  into 
the  paffing  of  a  hafty  and  unjuft 
cenfure,  hot  only  upon  the  mea- 
fures  of  government,  but  upon  a 
noble  lord  and  gentleman,  who 
were  abfent  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country,  and  confequently  inca- 
pable of  vindicating  themfelves. 

On  this  occafion,  the  new  Lord 
Chancellor  had  an  opportunity  of 
difplaying  in  that  Houfe,  thofe 
abilities  which  had  been  fo  con- 
fpicuous  in  another.  A  great  law 
lord,  who  has  been  long  out  of  of- 
fice, and  a  right  reverend  prelate, 
who  is  fcarccly  lefs  di&nguilhed. 


by  his  oppofition  to  many  of  the 
meafuies  of  adminiHration,  than 
by  his  eloquence,  were  no  lefs 
confpicuous  on  the  other  fide,  in. 
their  fupport  of  the  motion,  and 
in  their  unqualified  condemnation 
of  the  terms,  principle,  and  fpirit 
of  the  proclamation.  Both  thefe 
noble  lords  took  occafion  to  re- 
probate, in  ftrong  terms,  the  cir- 
cumftances  attending  the  deduc- 
tion of  feveral  parts  of  America, 
particularly  of  the  fettle  ment  of 
Wyoming,  and  the  cruelties  exer- 
cifed  by  Col.  Butler. 

The  queftion  being  at  iengtlT 
put,  the  motion  for  an  addrefs  of 
cenfure  was  over-ruled  upon  a  di- 
vision, by  a  majority  of  71,  uu 
eluding  proxies,  to  37.     . 

Thirty-one  names  appeared  to 
the  proteft,  which,  if  compared 
with  the  number  of  the  minority 
on  the  divifion,  was  above  the 
ufual  proportion.  '  That  proteft 
was  penned  with  uncommon  abi- 
lity. 

As  the  naval  aftion  of  the  27th 
of  July,  was  now  to  become  a 
fubjeet  of  parliamentary  difcuflion, 
as  well  as  of  public  attention,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  take  notice  of 
fome  intervening circumflances  re- 
lative to  that  bufinefs,  before  we 
enter  upon  the  fubfequeut  detail. 
It  will  fcarcely  be  fuppofed,  that 
the  temper  and  filence  which  had 
been  fo  ftrictly  obferved  by  the 
commander  in  chief,  relative  to 
the  difagreeable  and  unfortunate 
circumflances  which  were  charged 
to  that  memorable  day,  could  ope- 
rate in  any  confiderable  degree 
upon  the  condud  of  thofe,  who 
did  not  look  to  remote  motives  of 
public  utility  for  their  guide  of 
aclion  ;  or  that  fo  many  thoufand 
feamen,  and  fo  great  a  number  of 

officers, 
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officers,  who  were  eye  witnefTes  of    mifchief  in  this  country  ;  and  ne- 


a  conduct,  which  had  in  its  nature 
a  queftienable  appearance,  could 
be  induced,  by  any  motives  of  dis- 
cretion, ^or  power  of  example,  to- 
tally to.  reitrain  their  words  and 
fentiments  upon  the  fubject. 

A  general  murmur  accordingly 
fpread  thro?  the  fleet,  and  the  lofs 
of  a  complete  and  glorious  victory, 
was  attributed  to  the  mifconduct, 
and  difobedience  of  orders,  of  the 
blue  divifion ;  infomuch.that  fome 
of  the  officers  jbe longing  to  fchat 
divifion,  whofe conduct  on  that  day, 
as  on  all  others  of  fervice,  had 
been  highly  exemplary,  could  not 
avoid  i'eeming  to  feel  their  honour 
wounded,  through  the  generality 
of  the  imputation.  It  would  have 
been  impoffible  in  this  country, 
that  fuch  a  Hate  of  things,  and 
fuch  a  matter  of  charge  or  cen  fa  re, 
could  efcape  becoming  an  object 
of  newfpaper  difcuflion.  But  this 
was  probably    accelerated    in    the 


ver  more  than  upon  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion.  The. panegyrics  juft  men- 
tioned, drew  out  comments  and 
obfervation*.  A  letter  (which, 
without  a  real  fignature,  was  at- 
tributed to  an  officer  who  had  been 
in  the  action  of  the.  27th  of  July) 
appeared  in  one  of  the  papers,  in 
which,  the  efcape  of  the  French 
on  that  day,  was  directly  charged 
to,  2nd  circa m flan ti ally  laid  a- 
gainft,  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue,  by  his  difobedience  of  the 
fignals  and  the  orders  of  his  com- 
mander in  chief.  In  this  piece, 
fcveral  matters  were  ftated  as  facts, 
with  which  the  public  had  hitherto 
b:en  unacquainted,' and  fome  of 
which  were  afterwards,  in  a  very 
confiderable  degree,  legally  and 
publicly  eftabiifhed  by  evidence. 
In  particular,  the  menage  fent  by 
Captain  Windforof  the  Fox,  from 
the  admiral  to  the  vice  of  the 
blue,    was    now  firft   announced. 


prefent  in  (lance,  by  the  conduct  of    The    vice    admiral    was    likewife 
thofe  public  prints  which  had  been     charged  with  continuing  the  whole 


BOtorious  for  their  attacks  on  the 
commander  in  chief,  becoming  no 
lefs  induftrious  in  their  unbounded 
panegyrics  upon  the  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue;  whofe  general  merits, 
as  well  as  his  lingular  bravery  and 
biph  fervicesin  the  late  action,  (in 
which  he  was  reprefented  as  bearing 
away  the  whole  palm  of  honour) 
were  emblazoned  in  fo  high  a  Ilile 
of  colouring,  as  could  not  ochcr- 
wifc  be  accounted  for,  than  by 
fuppofing  the  piece  to  be  intended 
merely  as  an  invidious  contrail,  to 
that  degrading  picture  which  they 
had  already  drawn  of  his  com- 
mander. 

Such  ill-judged  and  invidious 
fatires  and  panegyricks  in  newf- 
papers,  have  frequently  done  much 


afternoon,  with  his  divifion,  to- 
windward,  notwith (landing  the  re- 
peated fignals  that  were  made,  and 
the  mefTage  fent,  for  his  coming 
down  .to  his  flation  in  the  line. 

This  anonymous  publication  oc~ 
cafioned  a  direct  application,  in 
London,  from  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
requiring  from  him  a  public  juftifi- 
cation  of  his  conduct,  and  an  ex- 
prefs  contradiction  of  thofe  foul 
afperfions,  whicj},  he  faid,  had 
been  propagated  to  injure  his  ho* 
nour  and  character.  And  in  or- 
der, the  more  completely  to  ef- 
fectuate this  purpofe,  he  prefented 
a  written  paper,  which  he  required 
to  be  figned  and  puBlifhed  by  the 
admiral,  containing  a  flatement  of 

parti* 
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particulars,  to  all  of  Which  he 
was  to  give  the  fanction  of  facts 
by  his  name.  In  particular,  Ad- 
miral Keppel,  by  figning  the  pa- 
per, was  to  affert  as  a  fact,  that 
his  calling  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue,  and  Sir  Robert  Harland's  di- 
vifions,  into  his  wake,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  27th  of  July,  was  not 
for  the  purpofe  of  renewing  the 
battle  at  that  time,  but  to  be  in 
readinefs  for  it  in  the  morning. 
It  was  hardly  to  be  fuppofed  that 
any  expectation  was  formed  of  the 
admiral's  compliance  with  fuch  a 
demand.  / 

This  propofal  being  peremp- 
torily rejected -by  the  admiral, 
and  poffibly,  not  without  fome  ap- 
parent mark3  of  furprize  or  dif- 
guft,  the  vice  admiral  of  the  blue, 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  immediately 
publifhed  in  one  of  the  morning 
papers,  a  long   ftatement  of  par- 
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miral  wanted  the  mips  of  that  di- 
vifion  to  come  into  his  wake;'* 
l?ut  pofitively  denying,  and  der 
daring  the  affertion  to  be  an  ab- 
folute  falfehood,  that  Capt.  Wind- 
for  had  faid,  that  the  admiral  only 
waited  for  him  to  renew  the  at- 
tack. 

This  extraordinary  publication, 
ftriking  directly  at  the  character 
and  honour  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  and  tending  to  render  him 
odious  to  his  country,  without  any 
vifible  caufe,  (cxceptjng  that  an 
anonymous,  paragraph  in  a  newf- 
paper  could  be  admittted  as  fuch) 
no  charge  or  accufation  whatever 
having  been  laid  again  ft  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  could  not 
fail  of  exciting  the  greateft  public 
aftoniihm.cn t.  Upon  this  occafion 
Admiral  Keppel  declared,  and 
likewife  thought  it  fitting  to  com- 
municate   the  import  of  his  de- 


ticulars  relative    to  the  action  of    claration  to  the  hrft  Lord  of  the 
the  27th  of  July,   together  with  an     Admiralty,    that   without    a    full 


introductory  letter  figned  with  his 
name.  This  piece  teemed  with 
direct  or  implied  cenfure  again  (I 
the  conduct  of  the  commander  in 
chief.     It  alio  ftated   feveral  par- 


and  fatisfactory  explanation  from 
that  officer,  he  could  not,  con- 
fidently with  his  honour,  ever  go 
upon  any  fervice,  or  act  in  con- 
junction with  the  vice-admiral  of 


ticularcircumftances  as  facts,  which     the    blue;    for   that   nothing    lefs 
in  thecourfe  of  the  fubfequcnt  ju-     than  a  mutiny  could  be  expected 


dicial  enquiry,  were  either  not  pro- 
perly fupported,  or  were  over- 
thrown by  direct  evidence.  Among 
the  latter  of  thefe,  the  vice-ad- 
miral's divifion  was  faid  to  have 
been  fo  fcattered  and  feparated  by 
the  fignal  for  chacing,  that  his  own 
(hip,  the  Formidable,  engaged 
and  patted  the  French  line  alone, 
without  her  having  any  fecond,  ei- 
ther a-head,  or  a-ftern.  And  the 
mefl*age  by  the  Fcx  frigate,  was  faid 
to  have  been  delivered  at  night, 
and  in  the  dark,  and  to  amount  to 
no  more,  than,   •'  That  the  ad- 


in   the   fleet,  where  the  writer  of 
fuch  a  letter  held  any  command. 

As  thefe  matters  took  place  juft 
before  the  meeting, of  parliament, 
they  naturally  became  fubjects  of 
obfervation  in  both  Houfes,  and 
were  taken  up  on  the  firft  day  of 
the  feflion  by  the  Earl  of  Briftol, 
who  having  taken  notice  of  the 
letter  in  queftion,  called  upon  the 
fi ill  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  for  an 
enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the 
naval  officers  on  the  27th  of  July, 
founding  his  demand  more  parti- 
cularly on  the  declaration  made  r.o 

him 
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iim  by  Admiral  Keppel,  that  he  conclufion,  it  could  neither  afford 
would  never  refume  the  command  the  (mailed  fatisfadiion  to  the  pub- 
of  the  weftern  fquadron,  nor  could  lie,  nor  anfwer  any  one  good  pur- 
he  ever  think  of  going  upon  any  pofe  whatever. 
Service  with  the  vice-admiral  of  Whilft  he  exprefTed  his  regret, 
the  blue,  until  the  tran  factions  of  that  any  mifunderftanding  had 
that  day  were  thoroughly  enquired  rifen  between  the  two  commanders 
into,  and  fifted  to  the  bottom.  in  que  ft  ion,  he  declared  himfelf 
The  naval  hjinifter  exprefTed  fully  convinced  and  fatisfied,  that 
the  utmoft  difapprobation  of  the  they  had  both  performed  their  duty 
propofed  enquiry.  He  faid  the  with  the  greateft  bravery  and  ho- 
action  off  Breft,  excepting  merely  nour.  He  faid,  that  no  man 
the  deftruclion  of  the  enemy's  living  had  a  higher  opinion  of  the 
{hips,  had  produced  all  the  con-  admiral  than  he  had,  refpe&ing 
fequences,  and  all  the  benefits,  his  ability  and  gallantry  as  a  fea- 
which  could  have  been  derived  man,  and  his  veracity  as  a  man. 
from  the  completefr.  victory.  Our  Upon  the  fame  ground,  arifing 
trade  had  been  fully  protected,  from  a  like  degree  of  knowledge, 
that  of  France  ruined,  and  our  he  was  juftified  in  a  fimilar  opi- 
fleet  rode  triumphantly  mailers  of  nion  reflecting  the  vice-admiral, 
the  fea  during  the  remainder  of  He  fartherobferved  on  that  ground, 
the  campaign,  whilft  the  enemy  that  the  admiral,  in  his  official  let- 
dared  not  venture  to  (hew  their  ter,  had  exprefTed  the  higheft  ap- 
faces.  On  the  other  hand)  he  probation  of  the  conduct  of  all  the 
faid,  that  the  propofed  enquiry,  officers  of  the  fquadron,  among 
would  draw  on  confequences  no  whom  the  vice-admiral  muft  of 
lefs  mifchievous  than  a  defeat ;  it  courfe  be  included  ;  and  that  the 
would  fplit  the  navy,  both  feamen  commander  in  chief's  letter,  if  no 
and  officers,  into  cabals  and  fac-  other  ground  of  j  unification  ex- 
tions,  than  which,  nothing  could  ifted,  would  be,  with  him,  a  fuf- 
be  more  pernicious  in  its  effects,  ficient  reafon  for  not  calling  for  an 
or  ruinous  to  the  fervice  ;  fuch  an  enquiry. 

enquiry  would  befides  take  up  a  The  Houfe  of  Commons  being 

great  deal  of  time;  and  would  re-  in  a  committee  of  fupply  on  the 

quire   the   attendance  of   all  the  2d  of  December,  this  fubject  was 

principal  officers,    either   as   wit-  called  up  in  the  debate  that  arofe 

nefTes  or  judges,  from  their  proper  upon  the  voting  of  70,000  feamen 

duty,  at  a  feafon,  when  their  pre-  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year, 

fence  and  fervices  again  ft  the  com-  On  this  occaflon,  a  gentleman,  in 

xnon  enemy  might  be  moft  wanted  j  the  courfe  of  a  long  train  of  ftric- 

and  would  in  a  great  meafure  re-  tures4ipon, and  fomefevere charges 

tard,  and  perhaps  defeat,  all  the  again  ft  the  naval  department,  both 

xneafures  of  the  enfuing  fpring  and  with  refpect  to  ceconomy  and'eon- 

fummer.     Such  an  enquiry  would  duct,  obferved  to  the  committee, 

befides  raife  a  kind* of  commotion  that  the  bufinefs  of  the  27th  of 

in  the  nation,  as  almoft  every  per-  July  loudly  demanded  an  imme- 

fon   would   become  interefted  on  diate  enquiry,  either  there  or  elfe- 

•ne  fide  or  the  other;  and  at  its  where;   that  as  Admiral  Kef  pel 

iiad 
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had   declared   he   could    not    fail    fame  manner,"    he f  called    upoa 
again  with  the  vice-admiral  of  the     the  gentleman  who  had  made  the 


blue,  it  was   become  a  matter  of 
the   utmoft   national    importance, 
and  mod  eagerly  expected  by  the 
people,  that  the  affair  fhould  fie 
fpeedily   and    thoroughly   invefti- 
gated:     that  if  either  officer  de- 
fended cenfure,  it  was  fitting  that 
it  fhould  be  paffed  ;    or   if  their 
difference  proceeded  from  any  ill- 
founded  jealoufy,    that  it  Ihould 
be    removed    qr    accommodated ; 
but,  however  it  might  be,  it  was 
effentially  and  abfolutely  neceffary, 
in  this  feafon  of  danger,  that  we 
fhould  not  lofe  the  fervices  of  our 
belt  and  greateft  officers,  and  that 
if  unanimity  was  not  to  be  hoped 
for  any.  where  elfe,  no  differences 


obfervation,  to  rake:  notice,   that 
he  was  himfelf  then  fpeaking,  and 
that  he  cfeclared  in  his  proper  per- 
fon,  that  if  he  was  again  to  go 
over  the  bufinefs  of  the   27th  of 
July,    he   would  conduct  himfelf 
in  the  fame  manner  he  then  had. 
He  faid,  every  thing  he  could  do 
againft  the  enemy,  had  been  done; 
he  was  happy  to  fay  the  Britifh 
flag  had  npt  been  tarnifhed  in  his 
hands ;  he  was  perfectly  eafy  on 
that  head,  and  mould  never  dif- 
avow,  or  be  afhamed  of  his  conduct 
on  the  day  in  queftion.     But,  he 
faid,  that  the  oldeft  and  moll  ex- 
perienced   naval    officers,    would 
difcover  fomething   in  every  en- 


fhould,    however,   prevail   among    jgagement,  with  which  they  were 
our    military    commanders.      He     before  unacquainted ;  and  he  ac- 


concluded  by  obferving,  that  as 
the  admiral  and  vice-admiral  were 
then  prefent  in  their  places,  he 
hoped,  one,  or  both  of  them, 
would  afford  the  Houfe  fome  fa- 
tisfa&ion  on  the  fubjedt,  as  well 
for  the  fake  of  their  own  honour, 
as  for  that  of  the  public  tran- 
quility. 

The  minifier  ftood  up,  probably 
with  a  view  of  qualifying  matters, 
at  the  very  inftant  in  which  Ad- 
miral Keppel  arofe  to  anfwer  the 
call  upon  him;  bat  the  eagernefs 
of  the  Houfe  to  hear  the  latter 
prevailing,      he    proceeded    with 


knowledged  that,  that  day  had 
prefented  to  him  fomething  new- 
He  impeached  no  man,  he  faid, 
of  a  neglect  of  duty,  becaufe  he 
was  fatisfied  the  officer  who  had 
been  aliuded  to,  had  manifefted  no 
want  of  courage,  which  was  the 
quality  moft  effential  to  a  Britifh 
feaman. 

He-declared  that  nothing  could 
exceed  his  aitonifliment,  when  he 
faw  that  an  officer  under  his  com- 
mand had  made  an  appeal  to  the 
public,  figned  with  his  name  in  a 
newfpaper,  and  tending  to  render 
himfelf  odious   and  defpicable  in 


iving  fome   general    account   of    the  eyes  of  his  country,  when  no 


his  conduct,  from  the  time  of  his 
being  called  to  the  command ;  and 
in  anfwer  to  an  obfervation  which 
had  been  thrown  out  on  a  former 
occafion,  not  immediately  relative 
to  the  fubjedt,  "that  if  Admiral 
Keppel  were  to  go  through  the 
bufinefs  of  that  day  again,  he 
Would  not -fight  the  French  in  the 


accufation  whatever  had  been  laid 
againft  the  officer  thus  acting; 
and  confefied  he  had  been  at  firfl 
fo  much  fhocked,  as  to  have  de- 
termined never,  to  fet  foot  aboard 
fhip  again  ;■  as  he  could  not  but 
from  thence  conclude,  that  there 
was  an  end  to  ail  difcipline  and 
command  in  the  navy.     When  the 

firft 
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firfl  emotions,  however,  fubfided, 
he,  upon  cooler  reflection,  only 
acquainted  the  fir  ft  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  hi  could  never 
fail  with  the  gentleman  in  queftion, 
until  matters  were  thoroughly  ex- 
plained. He  did  not  believe,  he 
faid,  the  vice  admiral  to  be  a 
ftranger  from  whence  the  anony- 
mous attack  upon  him  came.  He 
had  himfelf  been  the  fubject  of 
much  and  frequent  newfpaper 
abufe;  yet  he  had  not  appealed 
to  the  public,  nor  refufed  to  ferve 
his  country,  when  his  fervices  were 
demanded.  He  did  not  charge 
minifters  with  being  the  authors 
or  promoters  of  the  abufe  againft 
him ;  they,  on  the  contrary  feemed 
to  be  his  friends,  and  care  fled  and 
fmiled  upon  him  :  or  if  any  mi- 
niflers were  capable  of  endea- 
vouring to  cut  his  throat  behind 
his  back,  of  villifying  and  fe- 
cretly  afperfing  him,  he  did  not 
think  they  were  then  near  him ; 
but  if  they  were,  he  was  per- 
fectly indifferent  as  to  their  fmiles 
or  their  frowns,  and  regardlefs  of 
every  confequence  which  might 
.follow  from  either;  and  was  ftill 
ready  to  ferve  his  country,  with 
the  warmefr.  zeal,  and  to  the  utmcft 
extent  of  his  abilities. 

This  neceflarily  called  up  the 
vice-admiral  to  an  explanation. 
He  faid  the  honourable  admiral 
feemed  to  fpeak  with  a  kind  of 
referve,  as  if  there  was  fomething 
behind  ;  he  heartily  wifhed  him 
to  fpeak  out,  that  knowing  fully 
what  was  imputed  to  him,  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  of 
fairly  anfwering  the  charge  ;  he 
held  all  low  insinuations  and  af- 
fected tendernefs  in  the  utmoft 
contempt.  If  there  was  any  real 
ground  of   accufation,    why   not 


make  it  fairly  and  openly  ?  If 
not,  why  infinuate  that  he  had 
been  wanting  in  point  of  conduct, 
at  the  fame  time  that  a  teftimony 
was  given  in  favour  of  his  cou- 
rage ?  An  officer's  honour  was  not 
lei's  ^nder  with  refpedt  to  impu- 
tations of  mifconduct,  or  difobe- 
dience  of  orders,  than  to  thofe 
which  related  merely  to  the  article 
of  courage.  Dark  and  indirect 
infinuations,  were  more  difficult  to 
be  reiifted  or  cured,  and  accor- 
dingly more  prejudicial  to  the  cha- 
racter of  an  officer,  than  any  di- 
rect terms  of  accufation.  It  was 
under  fuch  circumftances,  that  he 
had  been  obliged  to  make  that  ap- 
peal to  the  public,  which  feemed 
to  afford  fo  much  matter  of  difla- 
t  is  faction  to  the  admiral.  It  had 
been  infinuated,  that  he  was  a 
hindrance  to  renewing  the  action 
with  the  French  fleet  on  the  27th 
of  July ;  feeling  his  honour  thus 
attacked,  he  waited  upon  the  com- 
mander in  chief  to  have  the  mat- 
ter fet  to  rights,  the  imputation 
wiped  away,  and  his  honour 
chared.  But,  finding  that  he 
could  not  obtain  that  .redref*, 
which  he  had  a  right  to  claim 
and  expect,  he  was  under  a  ne- 
ceflky  of  appealing  to  the  public; 
he  had  ftated  facts  to  them,  and 
by  thofe  facts  he  would  ftand  or 
fall.  Ic  was  undoubtedly  the  mod 
difagreeable  circumftance  in  na- 
ture, to  a  man  of  fenfibility,  to 
be  under  a  neceffity  of  faying  any 
thing  againfl  a  friend  ;  but  where 
an  officer's  reputation  was  at  flake, 
the  removal  of  an  unjuft  ftigma, 
was  certainly  an  object  that  fu- 
perfeded  all  other  coniiderations. 
He  declared  in  the  ftrongeft  terms, 
that  the  report  of  his  not  obeying 
fignals,    was  a  direct  falfehood; 

but 
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but  that  if  it  had  been  even  true, 
eon/idering  the  circumftances  of 
that  day,  the  public  fervice  could 
not  have  been  affected  by  it.  That 
however  unadvifeable  the  meafure 
might  be  at  prefent  with  refpectto 
the  public  interefb  or  fervice*  it 
wa9  much  his  intereft  to  wiin  for  a 
public  enquiry  or  trial,  as  he  was 
certain  it  would  then  come  out, 
that  he  had  done  his  duty  in  every 
refpect,  both  as  an  officer  and  a 
man.  He  concluded  by  again  af- 
ferting,  chat  he  had  neither  been 
guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  nor  of 
inactivity  $  that  he  was  by  no 
means  inftrumental  in  preventing 
a  re- action  with  the  fleet  of  Monf. 
d'Orvilliers  ;  that  he  defpifed  all 
the  means  reforted  to,  both  within 
and  without  doors,  to  vilify  and 
traduce  him,  as  a  profcffional  man ; 
and  that,  confcious  of  his  inno- 
cence, he  feared  neither  reports 
nor  afTertions,  a  parliamentary  en- 
quiry, nor  a  public  trial. 

Admiral  Keppel  replied,  that 
he  did  not  understand  what  was 
meant  by  indirect  charges  and  in- 
formations;  he  had  made  none; 
his  charge  was  fingle,  open,  di- 
rect, and  confined  to  its  object;  it 
went  fully  and  fairly,  to  a  letter 
iigned,  Hugh  Pallifer,  in  a  pub-  , 
lie  newfpaper ;  that  publication, 
exclusive  of  what  related  to  the 
defence  or  j  unification  of  the  vice- 
admiral,  contained  feveral  mat- 
ters, fo  objectionable  in  their  na- 
ture, as  fufficiently  juftified  his 
adhering  to  his  determination,  of 
never  again  going  to  fea  with  that 
officer.  He  had  made  no  other 
charge  again  ft  him;  but  as  the 
vice-admiral  had  now  entered  upon 
the  fubjec"t  of  fignals,  and  de- 
clared it  to  be  no  fault  of  his, 
that  the  fleet  of , France  was  not 
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re-attacked,  he  mull  fay,  as  to 
that,  that  he  pre  fumed  ev*ry  in- 
ferior  officer,  was  bound  to  obey 
the  fignals  of  his  commander  £ 
and,  as  he  was  now  called  upon 
to  fpeak  out,  he  would  inform 
the  Houfe  and  the  Public,  that 
the  fignal  for  coming  into  the 
Victory's  wake,  was  flying  from 
three  o'clock  in  ^the  afternoon  till 
eight  in  the  evening,  without  be« 
ing  obeyed.  At  the  fame  time, 
he  faid,  that  he  did  not  charge 
the  vice-admiral  with  actual  diso- 
bedience; and  he  doubted  not, 
that  if  an  enquiry  mould  be 
thought  neceffary,  he  would  be 
able  to  juftify  himfelf,  as  he  was 
fully  perfwaded  of  his  perfoaal 
bravery^.  He  concluded,  that  as 
his  country's  friend,  he  was  ready  ' 
to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
promote  its  intereft,  add  advance 
its  honour;  but  them  were  his 
objects ;  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  adminiftration,  and  was  lit- 
tle folicitous  about  any  matter,  but 
what  rel  ated  to  the  due  performance 
of  his  own  duty. 

The  fixing  of  Co  material  a 
point  of  charge,  induced  Mr.  T» 
Lutrrell,  who  had  been  the  means 
of  bringing  the  fubject  forward, 
immediately  to  ftand  up,  and  to 
move  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty, 
for  an  order  to  bring  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  to  his  trial;  but  he  was 
called  to  order  by  another  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  for  deviating 
from  the  fubject  of  debate ;  ano- 
ther motion  being  yet  undecided, 
and  that  bufinefs  not  properly  be- 
fore the  committee.  By  this  means, 
the  matter  was  deferred  for  the 
refent;  but  the  gentleman  who 
ad  intended  the  motion,  gave  no- 
tice that  he  would  revive  it  on  the 
following  day. 

[O]  Partly 
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m  Partly  from  the  intervention  of 
other  matters,  and  partly  from  a 
lack  of  attendance  on  fome  days, 
which  prevented  the  doing  of  any 
bufinefs,  this  lay  over  for  above  a 
week  without  farther  notice.  At 
length,  Mr.  Luttrell  having  ftated 
the  grounds  on  which  he  founded 
1  his  motion,  moved  for  an 
addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  that 
he  would  be  pieafed  to  give  di- 
rections for  a  court  martial  to  en- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  Vice- 
Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  in 
and  relative  to  an  aft  ion  off  or 
near  Ufhant,  on  the  27th  of  July 
laft,  between  his  Majefty's  fleet 
and  the  fleet  of  France;  it  ap- 
pearing to  this  Houfe,  that  the 
fa  id  vice-admiral  did  not  obey  the 
,  flgnals  of  his  fuperior  commander, 
when  preparing  to  re-engage  the 
fhips  of  the  enemy. 

The  motion  being  /econded, 
the  vice  admiral,  in  a  fpeech  full 
of  paflion  and  vehemence,  com- 
plained bitterly  of  the  injurious 
treatment  which  he  had  received 
from  the  commander  in  chief,  who 
inftead  of  juftifying  his  character, 
when  perfonally  applied  to  for  that 
purpofe,  feemed  rather  to  coun- 
tenance the  villainous  infinuations 
whicK  fome  dark  aflaffins  had 
thrown  out  again  (I  him.  That  his 
con  duel:  fince  had  been  no  leis  un- 
becoming and  injurious.  For  with- 
out venturing  to  come  forward  in 
a  fair  and  manly  manner,  with 
any  open  and  dire&  accufation 
brought  formally  again  ft  him,  he 
t  had  ftill  endeavoured  to  fupport 
,  the  afperfions  thrown  upon  his 
character,  by  fubftantially  charg- 
ing him,  in  that  Houfe,  with  difo- 
bedience,  and  by  feeniing  to  lay 
the  want  of  fuccefs  on  the  27th  of 
July  at  his  door.     But  thefe  were 
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infinuations  which  he  had  deter- 
mined not  to  lie  under  ;  he  was 
confeious  of  having  performed  his 
duty;  nor  would  he  from  any  mo* 
tives  of  convenience,  expedience, 
or  public  opinion,  father  the  faults 
of  any  man.  The  truth,  he  faid, 
was,  that  the  admiral  wanted  to 
load  him  with  the  public  odium 
arifing  from  the  mifcarriage  of  that 
day,  and  compel  him  to  fubmit  to 
bear  the  blame  of  his  own  palpable 
miftakes  and  incapacity. 

The  violence  of  this  language 
having  occafioned  the  friendly  in- 
terposition of  a  gentleman  on  the 
court  fide,  who  was  apprehenfive 
of  difagreeable  confequences  from 
its  continuance,  the  vice-admiral 
proceeded  with  lefs  vehemence  to 
inform  the  Houfe,  that  under  the 
circumftances  he  had  defcribed, 
finding  that  he  could  not  obtain 
juftice  by  any  perfonal  application, 
and,  that  no  public  motives  could 
induce  the  admiral  to  bring  for- 
ward any  charge  again  ft  him, 
which  might  afford  an  opportunity 
for  the  vindication  of  his  character, 
he  had  been  driven  by  neceflity, 
(not  having  a  right -to  demand  a 
trial  on  himfelf )  in  order  to  repair 
the  injury  done  to  his  honour,  to 
lay  feveral  articles  of  accufation 
again  ft  Admiral  Keppel,  tending 
to  fhevv,  as  he  would  hereafter  de- 
monftrate,  that  the  failure  of  fuc- 
cefs on  the  27th  of  July,  with'  the 
fubfequent  confequences  and  dif- 
appointment  to  the  nation,  were 
owing  to  the  mifconduct  and  fault 
of  that  commander ;  and  that  he 
had  alfo, demanded  a  court  martial 
on  that  gentleman,  which  the  ad- 
miralty accordingly  granted.  He 
concluded,  that  the  meafure  he 
had  taken  was  di&atcd  by  felf- 
defence ;    that   he   had   taken   it 

with 
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\yith  the  utmoft  pain  and  reluc-  and  confequences  to  the  public, 
tance,  as  there  were  few  men  which  they  otherwife  apprehended* 
living  he  had  a  higher  efleem  and  In  this  flate,  therifing  of  the  gen- 
veneration  for  than  the  honourable,  tleman,  who  was  himfelf  the  im- 
gentleman,  as  a  friend,  and  in-  mediate  object  of  concern,  could 
timate  acquaintance,  whom  he  had  not  fail  of  drawing  all  eyes  and 
known  for  many  years,  and  whofe  attention,  any  more  than  of  com- 
intimacy  and  friendfhip  he  had'  hi-,  manding  the  mod  profound  fi- 
therto  looked  upon  as  one  of  the    lence.     Admiral  Keppel,  thanked 

the  gentlemen  pn  every  fide  of 
the  Houfe  for  their  friendly  par- 
tiality in  his  favour,  and  for  their 
wifhes  to  prevent  an  enquiry, 
which  carried  in  its  very  face,  as 
well  as  nature,  an  implication  ox* 
cenfure  to  his  character.  But; 
their  friendly  endeavours,  he  in- 
formed them,  were  now  too  late. 


happiefl  circumftances  of  his  life. 

Nothing  could  now  exceed  the 
mixed  appearance  of  furprize,  con- 
cern, and  difapprobation,  which 
prevailed  in  every  part  of  the 
Houfe ;"  and  the  vice-admiral  had, 
the  mortification  to  hear  his  con- 
duct, both  with  refpect  to  the 
newfpaper    publication,    and   the 


demand  of  a  court  martial  again  ft  His  accufer  had  laid  fpecific  char* 
his  admiral,  openly,  and  without  ges  of  criminality  again  ft  him, 
referve  condemned,  by  every  gen-,    which  not  only  ftruck  directly  ac 


tleman,  of  whatever  fide  or  party, 
who  fpoke  upon  the  occafion. 
This  was  yll  increafed  by  the  dif- 
approbation  which  appeared  from 
his  own  profeffion,  which  was  no 
lefs  general  or  explicit;  feveral 
gentlemen  of  rank  and  diftinction 
in  the  navy,  who  were  then  pre- 
fent,  although  they  exprefled  great 
refpect  and  efleem  for  the  vice-ad- 
miral, and  fhewed  the  greateft  ten- 
dernefs  for  his  character,  could 
not,  however,  refrain  from  an  ab- 
folute  condemnation  of  his  con- 
duel  in  thofe  refpects.  Nor  was  he 
defended  or  fupported  in  any  de- 
gree, either  on  the  fide  of  the  mi- 
sifters,  or  even  by  his  brethren  on 
the  admiralty  bench. 

It  feemed,  however,  ftill  to  be 
the  general  hope  as  well  as  wifh, 
on  all  fides,  that  fome  means 
might  yet  be  adopted,  to  prevent 
the  matter  from  going  any  farther; 
and  by  healing  the  differences  be- 
tween the  two  officers,  to  evade 
thofe  fatal  diffentions  in  the  navy, 


his  life,  but  at  what  was  infinitely 
dearer  to  him,  his  honour;  and 
in  a  few  hours  after  thefe  charges 
were  laid,  the  admiralty,  without 
farther  enquiry,  fent  notice  to  him 
to  prepare  for  his  trial  by  a  court 
martial.  However  difagreeable 
fuch  an  event  might  feem,  as  the 
confequence  of  forty  years  fpent 
in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  he 
fhould  not  only  meet  it  with  good 
will,  but  with  great  inward  fa- 
tis faction ;  he  was  under  no^ap- 
prehenfion,  that  the  ifTue  would 
afford  any  caufe  of  concern  to  his 
friends,  or  bring  any  difgrace  upon 
himfelf;  his  heart  acquitted  him 
of  all  guilt,  and  he  made  no  doubt 
that  his  country  would.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  was  in  a  fituation 
different  from  every  other  man  in 
that  Houfe,  and  iuch  as  he  had 
never  experienced  before  ;  that  he 
fhould  therefore  take  no  part  in 
the  prefent  queftion,  nor  flay  any 
longer  than  while  he  was  fpeaking. 
He  concluded  a  fhort,  but  exceed- 
[G]  z  ingly 
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ingly  affecting  and  pathetic  fpeech, 
by  thanking  God,  that  he  was  the 
accufed,  and  not  the  accufer ;  and 
then  immediately  quitted  the 
Houfe. 

The  Houfe  fhewed  an  unufual, 
and  an  affecting  degree  of  fympa- 
thy  during  this  fpeech ;  and  at 
every  paufe,  as  well  as  its  con- 
cluiion,  thofe  plaudits,  which  par- 
liamentary forms  will  admit  of, 
were  alnaoft  generally  beftdwed. 
Upon  his  departure,  the  fuuatiort 
of  his  accufer  became  by  no  means 
}j!ea&nt ;  as  he  was  under  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  hearing  fuch  direct  and 
unqualified  cenfure,  and  general 
condemnation  of  his  conduct,  as 
few  men  have  experienced  in  that 
Houfe,  and  as  he  certainly  little 
expected  at  the  time  of  making  his 
lare  fpeech.  This  was  carried  to 
fuch  a  length,  that  a  gentleman  in 
liis  place  declared,  the  whole  bu- 
finef's  carried  the  appearance  of  a 
preconcerted  fcheme  for  the  ruin 
of  the  admiral;  and  pointed  his 
fufpiciohs  diredlly  to  the  firft  lord 
of  the  admiralty  ;  confidering  the 
vice-admiral,  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  that  board,  as  merely  in- 
strumental. And  notwithstanding 
violent  and  repeated  calls  of  or- 
der from  the  admiralty  bench,  fo 
much  was  heard  upon  this  fu^jt-dt, 
that  the  vice-admiral  thought  fit 
to  fubmit  to  the  neceffity  of  de- 
claring upon  liis  honour,  that  no 
perfon  whatever  had  any  previous 
knowledge  of  his  intentions. 

A  naval  commander  of  diftinc- 
ticn,  not  higher  in  rank  than  in 
public  eftimation,  gave  the  highe ft 
teflimony  to  the  numerous  public 
and  private  virtues  of  the  honour- 
able admiral  who  had  juit  de- 
parted. He  faid,  that  in  forty 
years  acquaintance  and  mutual  fer- 


vice,  he  did  not  know  a  (ingle  m- 
ftance  of  his  conduct  in  all  that 
time,  whether  as  a  private  or  a 
public  man,  as  a  gentleman  or  a 
feaman,  which  did  not  redound  to 
his  own  honour,  in  many  cafes 
called  forth  the  applaufe  and  gra- 
titude of  his  country,  and  in  all, 
merited  the  approbation  of  every 
good  and  honed  man.  He  took 
notice,  that  the  only  accufation 
again  ft  the  vice-admiral,  was  laid 
by  himfelf  in  a  newfpaper  publi* 
cation  figned  with  his  name.  For 
in  anfwer  to  an  anonymous  charge, 
he  brought  forward  and  agitated  a 
matter,  but  little  known  and.lefs 
attended  to,  which  was  the  point 
of  not  obeying  his  admiral's  fig- 
nals;  and  having,  in  that  defence 
againfl  nothing,  acknowledged  that 
he  had  not  obeyed  them,  he  thereby 
eftablifhed  the  fact,  aid  became 
fubftantially  his  own  acofer.  And 
the  fact  being  thus  admitted,  it 
became  impoffible  for  trie  admiral, 
if  he  had  been  even  fo  inclined, 
to  weaken  or  explain  it  away  ;  the 
proof  being  of  that  fpeeies,  which 
no  man  could  pretend  to  contro* 
vert.  Nor  could  the  admiral,  he 
faid,  coniiftently  with  his  own  ho- 
nour, or  with  the  public  fervice, 
have  again  ventured  to  fea  with  an 
officer,  who  had  in  a  public  newf- 
paper cenfured  his  conduct,  and 
on  the  day  of  battle  treated  his 
fignals  with  contempt.    . 

He  obferved  with  refpect  to  the  , 
prefent  accufation,  that  the  vice- 
admiral  was  prefent  on  the  27 ih  of 
July  ;  that  he  was  a  witnefs  to  the 
pretended  incapacity  and  mifcon- 
duct  of  his  admiral ;  that  he  was 
not  only  iilent  as  to  f.iuks  of  fuch 
magnitude  and  importance,  to  his 
country,  but  laviOi  in  his  praifes ; 
that  he  returned  with  him  to  port, 

corre- 
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tical  fituation  of  public  affairs, 
this  caution  was  the  more  n^cef- 
farv,  as  it  was  well  known,  that 
Admiral  Keppel  pofleffed  the  con- 
fidence and  affection  of  the  navy 
in  fo  eminent  a  degree,  that  he 
was  little  left  than  idolized  by  all 
Britifh  feamen.  Under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  he  faid,  that  board 
fhould  have  been  exceedingly  nice 
in  their  conduct,  and  circumfpect 
in  their  proceedings ;  and  not  the 
lefs  fof  for  the  vice-admiral  being 
one  of  their  own  body.  Before 
they  received  his  complaint ;  or  at 
lead  before  they  acted  upon  it,  hy 
taking  a  fingle  official  ffep  again  it 
Admiral  Keppel,  they  fhould  have 
thoroughly  considered  the  grounds 
of  difference,  the  circum fiances 
which  produced  them,  and  the 
length  of  time  before  the  accufa- 
tion  was  laid;  they  fhould  hav.e 
recollected  that  the  accufer  was 
himfelf  ace u fed  ;  and  that  he  flood 
in  a  ftate,  which  could  fcarcely  be 
cdnfidered  as  fhort  of  avowed  per- 
fonal  enmity  with  his  principal, 
and  which  might  well  be  iup- 
pofed,  to  be  even  under  the  im- 
mediate influence  of  paffian,  a,t 
the  very  inftant  of  his  laying  the 
charges.  They  fhould  have  acted 
as  moderators  upon  the  accafion  ; 
they  fhould  have  given  paflioa 
time  to  cool,  and  have  interpofed 
their  influence  in  healing  the  dif- 
ferences between  two  brave  and 
valuable  officers,  at  a  time  when 
their  fervices  were  fo  much  wanted* 
inflead  of  blowing  up  the  flame, 
by  ralhly  and  haftily  receiving  a 
rafh,  hafty,  and  paflionate  accu« 
fa  don ;  and  thereby  drawing  on 
thofe  fatal  difTentions  in  the  naval 
fervice,  and  thofe  numerous  evils 
to  the  public,  which  they  had 
themfelves  declared,  muff  be  the 
[G]  3  inc< 


correfponded  with  him,  continued 
on  terms  of  the  greateff  intimacy 
with  him  ;  went  to  fea  again  un- 
der his  command,  returned  again 
to  port,  and  in  all  that  time,  and 
during  fo  many  different  tran fac- 
tions, not  a  fingle  fyllable  of  fault 
or  complaint  had  been  heard.  But 
now  all  at  once*  when  five  months 
are  elapfed,  when  the  vice- admiral 
confiders  himfelf  as  publicly  ac- 
cufed  in  the  newfpapers,  and  when 
a  motion  for  bringing  him  to  trial, 
had  been  announced  and  intended 
in  that  Houfe,  the  ace u fed  fud- 
denly  becomes  the  accufer,  and 
out  ffart  five  articles  of  accufatiori, 
each  tending  directly  to  affect  the 
life  or  honour  of  that  man,  whofe 
intimacy  and  friendship  he  ac- 
knowledges u>  have  con  fide  red  as 
the  greateff  happinefs  of  his  life. 

But  while  this  gentleman  feemed 
equally  to  condemn  and  regret  the 
conduct  of  the  vice-admiral,  he 
declared  he  could  not  refrain  from 
the  utmoff  affonifhment  at  that  of 
the  admiralty ;  and  totally  regard- 
lefs  of  his  military  or  profefhonal 
fituation,  proceeded  with  no  lefs 
freedom  in  its  cenfure.  He  faid, 
that  in  the  moff  favourable  con- 
duction that  could  be  put  upon 
the  conduct  of  that  board,  it  could 
not  but  be  acknowledged,  that 
they  had,  at  leaff,  acted  precipi- 
•tately  and  rafhly  in  this  bufinefs, 
That  in  a  matter  of  fuch  national 
importance,  and  where  the  life  and 
honour  of  a  commander,  fo  high 
in  character,  and  of  fuch  diftin- 
guifhed  fervice,  were  at  ffake,  a 
greater  degree  of  caution  and  de- 
liberation would  fcarcely  have 
been  more  necefTary,  than  it  would 
have  been  becoming  the  character 
*  of  a  board  entrufted  with  fuch 
powers.     That  in  the  prefent  cri- 
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inevitable  confequences  of  fuch  a 
trial  as  the  prefent.  But  as  things 
actually  were,  he  would  fpeak  out, 
and  could  not  but  fay,  that  their 
thus  eagerly  fnatching  at  an  oc- 
cafion,  which  affected  the  profef- 
fional  character,  the  life  and  the 
honour,  of  a  gentleman  fo  high 
and  fo  dear  in  the  eftimation  of 
his  country,  more  efpecially  con- 
fidering  the  fituation,  and  the 
particular  degree  of  favour  in 
which  his  adverfary  flood,  carried 
fuch  ft r iking  marks  of  the  mod 
glaring  partiality,  as  excited  his 
utmoft  aftonifhment. 

This  direct  and  profeffional 
charge  againft  the  conduct  of  the 
admiralty,  opened  a  new  fource 
of  debate,  which  was  warmly  agi- 
tated on  both  fides.  The  com- 
jniffioners  of  that  board  ftrenu- 
oufly  infilled  their  conftitution  to 
be  fuch,  that  in  all  matters  pf 
accufation,  they  were  obliged  to 
act  m imperially ;  they  had  no  ju- 
dicial power;  but  when  a  com- 
plaint was  preferred,  they  were, 
as  a  matter  of  courfe,  and  in  dif- 
charge  of  their  office,  not  only 
compelled  to  receive  it,  but  to 
give  the  neceffary  directions  for 
proceeding  to  trial.  Under  fuch 
circumftances  the  board  had  no 
option  ;  the  accufation  being  once 
made,  they  could  not  reject;  they 
could  not  qualify  ;  they  muft  have 
acted  juft  as  they  did.  Being, 
however,  afterwards  hard  prefled 
in  argument,  they  acknowledged 
in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  that 
if  the  accufation  was  loofely  or 
inaccurately  drawn  up ;  if  it  was 
frivolous  and  vexatious  in  its  ten- 
dency ;  or  if  it  was  deftitute  of 
fpecification ;  then,  indeed,  it 
might  have  been  the  duty  of  the 
admiralty  to  look  to  the  tendency 


GISTER,    1779. 

and  confequences  of  fuch  a  loofe 
indefinite  charge;  to  which,  from 
its  inaccuracy,  or  want  of  fpecifi- 
cation, no  proper  defence  could 
be  made,  and  from  whence,  con- 
sequently, no  definitive  ifTue  could 
be  obtained.  But  none  of  thefe 
matters  held  in  the  prefent  in- 
flance.  The  vice-admiral  had 
preferred  an  accufation,  confiding 
of  five  feparate  articles,  or  charges, 
properly  drawn  up,  and  fpecifi- 
cally  pointed.  What  then  could 
the # admiralty  board  do?  They 
muft  either  take  upon  them  to 
prejudge  the  truth  of  thofe  char- 

fes ;  or  they  muft  admit  them  to 
e  fuch  as  were  fit  to  be  fent  to 
the  con fi deration  of  a  court  mar- 
tial. The  firft,  they  could  .not, 
dared  not  do,  being  totally  ig- 
norant of  their  truth  or  false- 
hood ;  the  fecond,  they  were  com- 
pelled to  comply  with,  becaufe 
the  matter  admitted  of  no  alter- 
native. 

But  neither  this  doctrine,  nor 
the  ground  of  defence  to  which 
it  was  applied,  pafTed  without 
queftion  and  cenfure  in  the  pre- 
fent inftance.  The  oppofition  in- 
filled, that  the  admiralty  were  not 
only  endued  with  difcretionary 
powers  competent  to  the  purpofe ; 
but  that  the  exercife  of  them  was 
one  of  their  great  and  principal 
duties;  it  was  among  the  moft 
ufeful  purpofes  of  their  in  flit  u- 
tion  ;  and  they  reprefented  their 
omiffion  of  it  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion  as  highly  culpable.  They 
faid,  that  the  reftrictions  by  which 
they  pretended  to  be  bound,  and 
the  doctrine  they  founded  upon 
that  pretence,  were  not  only  the 
moft  ridiculous  that  could  be  con- 
ceived, but  they  led  to  the  moft 
ruinous  confequences.  They  would 

eftabUfh 
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eftablifh  a  principle,  which  would 
go  to  the  destruction  of  all  naval 
Service,  and  to  the  leaving  of  every 
fuperior  officer  at  the  mercy  of 
his  inferior.     If  the   whole  fleet 
of  England  was  upon1  the  point 
of  failing,  upon  the  moll  fudden 
and   critical  emergency,  whether. 
for  our  immediate  defence  again  ft 
iavafion,    or  for  the  prefer vation 
of  our  moil  valuable  foreign  in- 
terests, it  would,  under  this  doc* 
trine,  be  in  the  power  of  the  moil, 
petty  officer,  in  fo  great  a  multi- 
tude of  men  and  variety  of  cha- 
racters, whether   through  malice, 
folly,  or  treachery,  to  put  a  (lop 
to  the  whole  defign  and  operation, 
only    by   laying   fome    villainous 
charge  again  ft  the  commander  in 
chief,     which    would    necefTarily 
keep    back  all   the  principal   of- 
ficers,   either  as  witnefles  or  as 
judges.     And  thus,  in  effect,  the 
whole  direction  of  our  naval  ope- 
rations,   would    either    be    con- 
fig  ned  over  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  or  committed  to  the  dif- 
cretion  of  folly,  of  malice,  or  of 
madnefs  at  home. 

But  they  obferved,  that  the 
commiflioners,  finding*  themfelves 
unable  to  fuftain  that  monStrous 
doctrine  in  its  full  extent,  had, 
though  apparently  much  again  ft 
their  will  and  intention,  and  dif- 
guifed  under  loofe  and  vague 
terms,  virtually  given  it  up.  For 
what  lefs  did  their  acknowledge- 
ment amount  to,  that  if  accufa- 
tions  were  frivolous,  vexatious,  or 
unimportant,  the  board  might, 
and  would  reject  them,  than  to 
thofe  very  di  fere  don  ary  powers 
which  were  contended  for  on  the 
other  fide  ?  Either  the  board  is 
not  competent,  in  any  inftance, 
to  judge  ;    or,  if  competent,   the 


board,  in  every  fuch  act,  exer- 
cifes  a  difcretionary  power.  The 
conclusion  is  clear  either  way ; 
every  thing  which  malice,  rage, 
or  folly,  can  fugged,  is  a  proper 
fubject  to  be  fent  to  be  enquired 
into  by  a  court  martial,  or  the  ad- 
miralty board  have  the  right  con- 
tended for  ;  that  of  judging  of  the, 
magnitude,  extent,  and  probabi- 
lity of  the  charge,  the  circum- 
fiances  which  brought  it  into  ex- 
iftence,  and  every  other  matter  con- 
nected with  it,  which  might  enable 
them  to  be  the  means  of  promoting 
general  and  particular  juftice. 

It  feemed  undoubtedly  to  be  a 
new  and  Singular  circumflance,  that 
a  great  department  of  the  ft  ate, 
fhould,  to  all  appearance,   endea- 
vour to  narrow  its  own  constitu- 
tion, rights,  and  authority ;  whilft 
on  the  other  hand,  its  adyerfariea . 
in    the    oppofition,    were  endea- 
vouring to  demonftrate  its  being 
endowed  with  thofe  powers,  which 
it  totally  difclaimed  and  denied. 
The  different  Statutes  relative  to 
the  admiralty,  were  quoted,  exa- 
mined, and  applied  on  both  Sides. 
In  effect,  the  great  crown  lawyers 
being  hard  preffed  by  their  adver- 
faries,    feemed    rather  to   employ 
their  time  and  abilities  in  making 
a  defence  for  the  firft  lord  of  the 
admiralty,    than   in   ferioufly  de- 
nying the  powers  of  the  board  at 
which  he  prefided. 

Although  fome  gentlemen  ftill 
declared  their  opinion,  that  the 
original  motion  of  addrefs  for  the 
trial  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  fhould, 
for  the  fake  of  public  juftice,  be 
carried  forward,  as  it  was  con- 
cluded, that  motives  of  delicacy 
would  eVer  prevent  Admiral  Kep- 
pel  from  becoming  his  accufer,  yet 
it  was  more  generally  concluded  on 
[G]  4  that 
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that  fide,  to  let  it  Ik  dormant  for 
the  preient ;  and  to  prevent  its  re- 
ceiving a  negative,  it  was  difpofed' 
of  by  moving  for  the  order  of  the 
day,  which  operated  as  a  previous 
que  {lion,  and  was  carried  without 
oppofition. 

it  was  juft  at  the  approach  of 
the  recefs,  when  Admiral  Pigot, 
who  had  during  the  courle  of  this 
bufintrfs,  on  every  Jtecafion,  ex- 
erted himfelf  with  the  greateft 
warmth,  zeal  and  activity,  in  fa- 
vour of  Admiral  Keppel,  made  a 
P,  ,  motion,  that  0Y1  ac- 
ec-  *0tn'  count  of  the  exceeding 
bad  (late  of  health,  under  which 
that  gentleman  had  long  laboured, 
and  the  extreme  danger  to  which 
his  life  imift  be  expofed,  by  the 
confined  air,  and  the  want  of  ne- 
teflary  room  on  board  a  fhip, 
during  the  length  of  time  that  his 
trial  would  probably  lad,  and 
confidering  the  great  number  of 
people  with  which  it  mull  be  ne- 
ccffarily  attended,  he  might  have 


leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  enable 
the  admiralty  to  order  his  trial  to 
be  held  at  fome  convenient  place 
on  (hore,  inftead  of  its  being  held 
aboard  (hip,  which  'was  the  mode 
prefefibed  at  prefent  by  the  la#. 

Notwith  Handing  the  Modifica- 
tions and  alterations  which  this 
bill  underwent  in  both  tioufei, 
and  that  it  was  neceitarHy  branght 
back  from  the  lords  in  confeqnence 
of  their  amendments,  it  was  car* 
ried  through  with  wonderful  dif- 
patch  and  facility,  and  received 
the  royal  a  (Tent  on  Chriftmas  £vef 
Nor  did  it  meet  with  the  fmalleft 
oppofition  with  refpeft  to  its  par- 
ticular principle,  as  tending  to 
its  direft  object,  ia  either  Houfe; 
while  the  elogiums  on  Admiral 
Keppel  which  it  drew  ont  in  its 
proerefs  through  both,  efpeciallv 
the  lord?,  would  have  been  deemed 
by  a  vain  or  ambitious  man,  as 
more  than  a  compenfation  for  all 
the  hardfhips  and  dangers  of  his 
trial. 


C  H  A  P. 
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Debates  arifing  on  queftiofu  of  f up  fly,  previous  to  the  rtctfi.     Augmenta- 
tion ef  14*000  men,  to  tbi  land  fervke.     Trial  at  Port/mouth.  •  AdL 
mirai I  Keppel,  honourably  acquitted.    Receives  the  thanks  of  both  Homjh. 
Vice-admiral  *f  the  blue  refigns  bis  employments,  and  vacates  his  feat 
in  the  Heufe  of  Commons,     Memorial,  figned  by  tvjeboe  admirals,  fre- 
feutcd.     Great  dij contents  in  the  navy.     Refotution   of  cenfurt  moved 
by  Mr,  Fox,  on  the  conduit  of  the  admiralty.     Motion,  after  loUg  dt- 
bates,  rejeSed  upon  a  divifion.     Second  motion,   of  a  ftmilar  nature, 
by  Mr,  Fox,  rtjeBed  upon  a  divifion.     Tvjo  great  naval  commanders, 
declare  ugainft  u&ing  under  the  prefent  fyftem.     Refignation  of  naval 
officers.     Sir  P,  J.   Clerks,  brings  in  a  bill  againft  the  contra3ors% 
Jirft  fuefiion  carried  upon  a  divifion ;  but  the  bill  rejected  upon  another* 
Bill  in  favour  of  Diffenters  brought  in  and  paffed.     Affairs   of  Ir*~ 
land.     Various  attempts  and  proposals  for  affording  commercial  relief  U 
that  country,  prove  at  length  inejffe&ual. 


ALTHOUGH  the  great  quef- 
tions   of   fupply   had    been 
carried  through  by  the  minifters, 
previous  to  the  recefs,  without  any 
marked  oppofition,  yet  they  were 
productive,  as  has  been  ufually  the 
cafe  of  late,   of  much  difcufiion, 
enquiry,  and  obfervation,  relative 
to  the  fpecific  fervices    to  which 
they  were  to  be  applied,  and  the 
narure    and   amount    of   the   re- 
fpective  demands.     The  mode  of 
conducting  the  war  was  a  general 
ground  of  objection  with  the  op- 
pofition, who  contended,  that  our 
force  by  fea  and  land  mould  be 
directed  againft  the  foreign  fettle- 
ments,  or  home,  poiTcflions  of  our 
natural   enemy,  irrftead   of  being 
wafted  and  fpent  in  fruitlefs  and 
hopelefs  exertions  on  the  continent 
pf  America* 

That  party  in  fitted  much  on 
what  they  confidered  as  the  ruinous 
policy,  of  per  fevering  in  the  vain 
attempt  of  fubjitgating  America 
by  force,  fup ported  43  it  now  was 
by  a  formidable  and  dangerous  al- 


liance,  when  we  were '  already 
taught  by  a  dear  bought  experi- 
ence, which  had  at  leaft  afforded 
conviction  to  all  the  reft  of  man- 
kind, that  it  was  extremely  doubt- 
ful whether  we  were  capable  ef 
executing  the  taflc,  even  if  Ame- 
rica flood  fingle- handed.  Our 
only  rational  mode  of  conduct, 
and  ground  of  hope,  now  was, 
they  faid,  toprefsour  natural  foe, 
with  fuch  vigour  and  force,  as 
would  compeJ  him  to  renounce  hit 
American  fyftem  ;  and  then  to  re- 
new, upon  fair  and  equitable 
terms,  fuch  a  communion  of  in- 
terefts  with  that  people,  as  oaf 
paft  injuftice  and  madnefs  would 
ftiil  afford  room  for  obtaining. 
But  no  hope  of  this  fort  (they 
faid)  could  ever  be  entertained 
upon  any  rational  principle,  white 
we  exhaufted  our  force,  and  fquan- 
dered  our  treafure  in  America. 
On  the  contrary,  victory  and  de- 
feat,  in  that  fatal  war,  produced 
fibular  confequences  to  ourfelves,' 
and  equally  furthered  the  views  of 
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the  common  enemy.  And  every 
year  of  its  contiuance,  went  to 
eftablifh  the  ruin  of  both  coun- 
tries ;  nor  would  it  require  a  long 
iacceffion  of  fuch  years,  to  render 
oar  own  deftruction  inevitable, 
whatever  might  became  of  Ame- 
rica,. 

On  the  other  hand  the  minifters 
contended,  that  America  was  re- 
duced to  the  loweft  ftate  of  weak- 
Deis ;  that  her  armies  were  anni- 
hilated ;  that  (he  had  already  con- 
tracted a  debt  of  fifty  millions  in 
the  profecution  of  the  war  ;  that 
her  credit  was  fo  totally  funk,  that 
the  congrefs  bills  were  fold  for  one 
fortieth  of  their  nominal  value  ; 
that  her  people  were  ftarving,  and 
#  in  want  of  all  the  neceffaries  of 
life;    and    that   in   this  ftate   of 
diftrefs,  when  they  were  enduring 
all  the  moft  pre  fling  calamities  of 
war,  and  every  degree  of  domeftic 
mifery,    they  were  alfo  fuffering 
the  moft  intolerable  political  op- 
preflkms,  from  the  tyranny  of  their 
ufurped    powers    of  government. 
That  a  very  great  majority  of  the 
people  abominated  the  French  al- 
liance, and  execrated  the  congrefs 
on  that  account;    that  the  latter 
had    exceeded   and   abufed    their 
powers  in  that  inftance  ;  and  that 
the  political  and  hoflile  connection 
with  France  had  not  been  confti- 
tutionally  ratified  ;  that  is,  it  had 
not  yet  received  that,  fpecies  of  af- 
fent,    which   was   fundamentally, 
and  efTentially  neceffary,  to  con- 
flit  ute  a  real  and  binding  compact 
on  the  people  of  America. 

They  a  iked,  whether  fuch  a 
ftate  of  things,  when  oppofed  by 
the  bleflings  of  peace,  and  thefe 
accompanied  with  conftitutional 
freedom  and  fecurity,  did  not  af- 
ford the  moft  probable  caufes,  and 


the  belt  founded  reafons  for  ex- 
pecting, that  the  colonies,  either 
feparately  or  conjunctly,  would 
co-operate  in  meafares  for  re- 
moving their  public  and  private 
diftreffes ;  for  getting  rid  of  their 
oppreffions,  and  diflolving  fach  a 
fyftem  of  ufurpation  and  tyranny? 
The  probabilities  were  fo  ftrong 
in  our  favour,  they  faid,  as  to 
amount  to  little  lefs  than  actual 
proofs ;  and  to  flop  ihort,  and 
flack  en  our  exertions,  at  the  very 
moment  that  fo  fair  a  profpect  was 
opened,  would  be  fuch  a  degree 
of  political  abfurdityand  madnefs, 
as  no  people  had-  ever  before  ex- 
hibited. 

As  to  withdrawing  the  troops,  or 
changing  the  object  and  direction 
of  the  war,  it*  would  amount  to 
no  lefs,  they  faid,  than  a  dere- 
liction of  America  for  ever.  Nor 
would  the  evil  be1  confined  to  the 
lofs  or  independence  of  the  re- 
volted colonies  merely.  Cana- 
da, Nova  Scotia,  Newfoundland, 
Rhode  Ifland,  New  York,  and 
the  Florida's,  muft  follow  of 
courfe.  Our  Weft  India  iflands 
could  not  flay  long  behind,  nor 
could  they  afford  any  benefit  while 
they  remained  in  our  hands.  And 
yet,  dreadful  as  thefe  confequences 
feem,  even  in  idea,  the  abfolute 
lofs  to  ourfelves,  would  not  be  the 
word  part  of  the  evil.  But  all 
thefe  vaft  acquifitions ;  thefe  une- 
qualled fources  of  naval  domi^ 
nion,  wealth  and  power,""  would 
be  thrown  into  the  balance  againft 
us.  They  would  become  additions 
to  the  power  and  ftrength  of  our 
natural  and  mortal  enemy. 

The  oppolition  anfwered,  that 
it  was  to  prevent  thofe  fatal  con- 
feqaences,  and  to  avoid  that  dread- 
ful ftate  of  public  affairs,  now  too 
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faithfully  defcribed,  that  they  had 
con  flan  tly  oppofed  the  meafures 
which  led  to  the  lofs  of  America, 
and  endeavoured  at  all  times  to 
heal  the  differences  with  our  co- 
lonies. Bat  the  event,  which  they 
fo  much  dreaded,  and  endeavoured 
to  prevent,,  had  already  taken 
place.  America  was  loft.  It  was 
to  little  purpofe  to  wafte  time  in 
cavilling  about  the  term  inde- 
pendence. She  was  independent 
in  fad,  whether  we  allowed  it  or 
not ;  nor  was  it  in  our  power  to 
render  her  other  wife.  Were  we 
then  to  perfevere  to  the  la  ft  in  our 
folly,  and  adting  the  part  of  a  mad 
and  defperate  gamefter,  to  throw 
away  the  remainder  of  our  fortune, 
in  a  fit  of  vexation  for  the  lofs  of 
that  which  we  had  already  fquan- 
dered  ? 

They  faid,  that  the  fame  de- 
.  lufive  picture  of  American  affairs 
which  was  now  prefented,  had, 
with  fome  occafional  alterations  in 
the  colouring,  been  exhibited  at 
the  opening  of  every  feffion  fince 
the  beginning  of  the  troubles. 
The  objeft  was,  however,  at  aH 
times  the  fame.  It  being  merely 
intended  to  lead  the  nation,  from 
year  to  year,  ftill  farther  on  in 
•error  and  ruin.  The  Americans 
had  been  alternately  reprefented 
as  cowards,  as  beggars,  as  an  un- 
difciplined  mob,  as  being  not  only 
without  arms,  and  all  military 
provifion,  but  being  deftitute  even 
of  the  common  means  of  exiftence, 
and  in  that  lair  ftate  of  wretched- 
nefs,  exceedingly  well  difpofed  to 
cut  each  others  throats.  And  as 
if  there  were  no  bounds  fuppofed 
to  our  Sedulity,  nor  limits  in- 
tended to  our  wonder,  they  are 
reprefented  as  being  in  general 
'      loyal  fubjecls,  and  firmly  attached 


to  the  government  of  this  coun- 
try; and  we  are  informed,  that 
the  many  are  not  only  mod  unac- 
countably kept  in  bondage  by  the 
few,  but  that  they  are  compelled 
to  take  arms  in  their  hands,  and 
totally  contrary  to  their  inclina- 
tion and  will,  to  fight  the  battle* 
of  a  vagrant  congrefs,  and  of  a 
handful  of  factious  leaders,  whom 
they  equally  hate  and  defpife,  a- 
gain  ft  us,  whom  they  regard  and 
con  fid  er  as  their  beft  friends. 

To  thefe  representations,  they 
oppofed  a  view  of  the  prodigious 
force  by  fea  and  land,  fupported 
at  an  expence  of  treafure  un- 
known in  any  former  warfare, 
which  had  been  fo  long  and  fp 
ineffectually  employed  for  the  re- 
duction of  fuch  a  country,  de- 
fended by  fuch  wretched  foldiers, 
and  adting  under  fuch  a  feeble  and 
odious  government.  A  force  and 
a  treafure,  they  faid,  which,  un- 
der a  wife  and  able  direction, 
might  have  afpired,  and  not  un- 
fuccefsfully,  to  the  fubverfion  of 
fome  one,  among  many,  of  the 
oldeft  and  beft  eftablifhed  ftates  in 
the  univerfe.  And  yet,  thofe  fol- 
diers,  and  that  government,  have 
fuccefsfully  refitted  this  mighty 
force  by  fea  and  land ;  and  have, 
for  a  fucceffion  of  years,  and 
through  a  variety  of  hard  and 
bloody  conflicts,  baffled  the  ut- 
moft  efforts,  of  one  of  the  beft 
provided,  beft  difciplined,  and 
braveft  armies  that  ever  exifted. 

The  motion  for  an  augmenta- 
tion' of  14,000  men  to  the  land 
fervice,  which  was  made  by  the 
fecretary  at  war  on  the'  14th  of 
December,  although  it  was  agreed 
to,  yet  brought  out  much  of  this 
fort  of  difcuflion.  It  alfo  afforded 
an  opportunity  for  a  revival  of 

thofe 


jo8]      ANNUAL   REGISTER,   1779. 


thofe  complaints,  which  had  been 
.hefort  introduced  upon  other  oc- 
casions, of  the  undue  and  glaring 
partiality,  which,  it  was  faid,  had 
Wen  diiplayed,  in  the  railing  of 
new  regiments.  The  whole  tide 
of  favour  and  preferment,  the  op- 
pofition  contended,  had  been  di- 
rected to  a  certain  part  of  the 
united  kingdom,  and  to  a  certain 
defcription  of  men,  without  re- 
gard to  military  rank  or  fervice, 
and  to  the  prejudice  of  many  of 
the  braver!  and  mod  diftinguifhed 
Engliih  officers.  While,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  faid,  that  fome 
of  our  nobility  ;  men  of  the  fir  ft 
rank,  fortune,  family,  and  dif- 
tinction  ;  men  alfo  high  in  mi- 
litary fervice  and  knowledge;  who 
had  offered  to  raife  regiments  at 
their  own  expence,  for  that  pub- 
lic defence  in  which  .they  were  fo 
deeply  interefted,  were  not  only 
rejected ;  but,  in  order  to  put  a 
flop  to  all  fuch  offers  or  applica- 
tions, care  was  ftudioufly  taken, 
that  the  mode  of  rejection  would 
amount  to  direct  infult. 

During  the  recefs  of  parlia- 
ment, and  for  fo  long  after  as  the 
occafion  continued,  the  attention 
of  the  nation  was  drawn,  and  the 
minds  of  the  people  agitated,  in 
a  degree  which  wc  have  not  be- 
fore known,  by  the  trial  of  Ad- 
miral Keppel ;  which  commenced 
at  Portfmouth  on  the  7th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1779,  and  was  not  clofed 
until  the  11th  of  the  following 
February.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
peculiar  circ  urn  {lances  relative  to 
that  affair,  the  conduct  of  the  ad- 
miralty, and  the  new  doctrine  (as 
it  was  charged  to  be)  which  they 
endeavoured  toeftablifh,  that  they 
held  no  difcretionary  powers  of 
acting  in   fuch  cafes,   lerved  all 


together,  to  open  that  general 
ground  of  discontent  in  the  navy, 
which  we  have  fince  feen  unhap- 
.pily  fpread  to  fo  fatal  an  extent, 
as  to  feclude  feveral  of  our  fir  ft 
and  greater!  officers  from  the  fer- 
vice of  their  country,  at  the  time 
of  her  greateft  diftrefs  and  moil  im- 
minent peril. 

This  naval  difapprobation  be* 
gan  early  to  appear,  in  a  memo- 
rial to  the  King,  figned  by  twelve 
admirals,  including  the  oldeft  or 
moft  diftinguilhed  officers  then  at 
home,  with  the  revered  name  of 
Lord  Hawke  at  the  head  of  the 
lift,  ftrongly  condemning  the  con- 
duct of  the  accufer  through  every 
part  of  the  t  ran  faction,  and  being 
little  lefs  explicit  with  refpect  to 
that  of  the  admiralty,  fo  f.\r  at 
leaft,  as  they  thought  it  fitting  to 
pronounce  a  direct  opinion  on  a 
mere  queftion  of  law  ;  and  alfo 
ftatingto  hisMajefty,  in  ftrOng  co- 
lours, the  prejudice  and  ruinous 
confequences,  which  the  eftabli fo- 
ment of  the  precedent  and  prin- 
ciple now  introduced  would  ine- 
vitably bring  upon  all  naval  fer- 
vice and  difcipline.  , 

On  the  mere  point  of  difcre- 
tion,  thefe  naval  commanders  ex- 
prefs  themfelves  in  the  following 
terms :  We,  who  are  not  of  the 
profefTion  of  the  law,  cannot  po- 
fitively  afTert,  whether  the  board 
of  admiralty  hath  by  law  any 
fuch  difcretion  ;  <c  but  if  we  had 
"  conceived  that  tfjis  board  had 
"  no  legal  ufe  of  their  reafon  in 
"  a"  point  of  fuch  delicacy  and 
"  importance,  .  we  fhould  have 
"  known  on  what  terms  we 
"  ferved.  But  we  neveQiid  ima- 
"  gine  it  poffible,  that  we  were 
"  vto  receive  orders  from,  and  he 
"  accountable  to  thofe  who,  by 

"  law. 
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"  law,  were  reduced  to  become 
4*  paffive  inftruments  to  the  pof- 
"  fible  malice,  ignorance,  or  trea- 
"  fon,  of  any  individual,  who 
•'  might  think  fit  to  difarm  his 
"  Majefty's  navy  of  its  beft  and 
"  higheit  officers.  We  conceive 
"  it  difrefpe&ful  to  the  laws  of 
"  our  country  to  fuppofe  themca- 
"  pable  of  fuch  manifeft  injtfftice 
"  and  abfurdity."  —  The  piece 
concludes  in  the  following  man- 
ner:  *'  We  therefore  humbly  re- 
"  prefent,  in  behalf  of  public  or- 
4t  der,  as  well,  as  of  the  difcipline 
"  of  the  navy,  to  your  Majefty, 
€<  the  dangers  of  long  concealed, 
"  and  afterwards  precipitately  a- 
"  dopted  charges,  and  of  all  re- 
"  criminatory  accufations  of  fub- 
*'  ordinate  officers  again  ft  their 
•'  commanders  in  chief;  and  par- 
*'  ticularly  the  mifchief  and  fcan- 
"  dal  of  permitting  men,  who  are 
"  at  once  in  high  civil  office,  and 
"  in  fubordinate  military  com- 
*c  mand,  previous  to  their  making 
"  fuch  accufations,  to  attempt  to 
"  corrupt  the  public  judgment, 
"  by  the  publication  of  libels  on 
"  their  officers  in  a  common  newf- 
"  paper,  thereby  exciting  mutiny 
"  in  your  Majefty's  navy,  as  well 
•*  as  prejudicing  the  minds  of 
"  thofe  who  are  to  try  the  merits 
"  of  the  accufation  againft  the  faid 
"  fuperior  officer." 

This  memorial  was  prefented  in 
the  clofet  to  his  Majefty,  on  the 
lad  day  but  one  of  the  old  year,  by 
the  Duke  of  Bolton,  who  had  de- 
manded an  audience  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  was  himfelf  one  of  the 
fubfcribers.  It  feemed  ftrongly  to 
mark  the  general  difTatis faction 
of  the  navy,  that,  at  leaft,  two 
thirds  of  the  admirals  who  figned 
this  pieje,  were  known  not  to  be 


in  any  habits  of  connection,  or 
c on m union  of  interefts,  with  the 
parties  in  oppofition  ;  and  that  on 
the  contrary,  feveral  of  them  had 
at  all  times  been  confidered,  from 
their  fentiments,  conduct,  connec- 
tions, or  particular  obligations,  to 
be  warmly  attached  to  the  prefent 
adminiftration. 

The  trial  at  Portfmouth,  feemed 
not  much  lefs  to  affect  the  proceed- 
ings of  Parliament,  than  it  did  the 
minds  of  the  people  at  large.  No- 
thing material  was  done,t  or  even 
brought  forward  in  either  Houfe 
during  its  continuance.  The  Com* 
xnonsmtt  on  the  14th  of  January,  * 
and  excepting  the  preparation  of 
a  new  recruiting  bill,  (brought  in 
by  the  fecretary  at  war)  which 
went  to  the  repeal,  and  was  per- 
haps in  fome  refpe&s  an  improve- 
ment on  the  former,  did  little 
more  than  meet  from  day  to 
day  to  adjourn.  The  Lords  met 
on  the  20th  of  January,  but  no 
public  bufinefs  was  brought  for- 
ward until  the  middle  of  the  en- 
fuing  month.  Indeed  fome  of  the 
moft  diflinguiftied  n3roes,  and  moll 
active  characters  in  both  Houfes, 
attended  the  trial,  during  the 
whole,  or  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  that  it  lafted. 

The  event,  as  well  as  thecircum- 
ftances  of  the  trial,  are  too  well  and 
too  generally  known,  to  render 
our  entering  into  any  detail  of  the 
fubjedt  necefTary.  It  will  fuffiqe  to 
obierve,  that  the  court-martial, 
after  a  long  fitting  of  thirty  days 
upon  actual  bufinefs,  and  a  pati- 
ent hearing  and  inveftigation  qf 
the  almoft  endlefs  detail  of  evi- 
dence which  it  naturally  afforded 
on  both  fides,  at  length  acquitted 
t|ie  Admiral  of  every  charge  laid 
againft  him,  in  the  fulleft,  clea- 
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jell,  and  to  him  mo  ft  honourable 
terms  ;  farther  declaring,  that  he 
had  behaved  as  became  a  judicious, 
brave,  and  experienced  officer. 
And  that  at  the  fame  time,  con  fl- 
eering themfelves  as  a  court  of  mi- 
litary honour,  as  well  as  of  crimi- 
nal jurifdiclion,  they  marked  the 
conduct  of  his  accufer,  in  the  bo- 
dy of  the  fentence,  with  the  ftrong 
and  fevere  condemnation,  "  that 
*'  the  charge  was  malicious  and  ill 

*  "  founded."  It  was  fuppofedto  be 
upon  the  fame  principle,  that  the 
court  did  not  clofe  the  trial,  and 
immediately  proceed  to  fentence, 
as  foon  as  the  profecutor's  evidence 
was  finiflied ;  it  appearing  then 
evidently,  that   the  Admiral  muft 

v  have  been  fully  acquitted,  upon 
the  very  tellimony  which  was  in- 
tended to  operate  again  ft  him. 
But  it  was  generally  thought,  that 
the  court  deemed  it  a  reparation 
due  to  the  Admiral,  to  hear  the 
evidence  in  his  favour  ;  and  that 
the  world  mould  be  acquainted 
with  that  unparalleled  weight  of 
teflimony  to  his  conduct,  honour, 
and  character,,  which  was  after- 
wards given  by  fo  great  a  number 
of  diftinguiflied,  bravex  and  expe- 
rienced officers.  The  addrefs  of 
the  president  of  the  court-martial, 
upon  reftoring  his  fword  to  the 
Admiral,  was  no  lefs  flattering  to 
the  latter,  than  the  fentence  was 
honourable. 

V  h  th  On  th e  day  after  the fe 
tran factions  at  Portf- 
i'*%  mouth,  the  fentence, 
and  the  fhort  fpeech  made  by  the 
prefident,  being  read  in  theHoufeof 
Commons,  a  motion  was  made,  and 
carried,  with  only  one  difTenting 
voice,  "  That  the  thanks  of  this 
"  Honfe  be  given  to  the  Honour- 
*'  able  Admiral  Auguftus  Keppel, 


"  for  his  diftinguifhed  courage, 
"  conduft,  and  ability /in  defend- 
"  ing  this  kingdom  in  the  courfe 
"  of  the  laft  fummer,  effectually 
"  protecting  its  trade,  and  more 
(t  particularly,  for  his  having  glo- 
"  rioufly  upheld  the  honour  of  the 
"  Britifh  flag  on  the  27th  and 
"  28th  of  July  laft."  The  thanks 
of  the  Lord?,  in  nearly  the  fame 
terms,  were  agreed  to  in  four  days 
after,  with  every  external  appea- 
rance of  the  moil  perfect  unani- 
mity. 

The  general,  public,  and  un'u- 
fual  rejoicings,  which  took  place^ 
in  fuch  various  and  remote  parts  of 
the  kingdom  upon  this  occafion, 
feemed  to  affor4  a  drone  preemp- 
tion, that  the  people  in  general 
considered  this  buflnefs,  to  be  at 
lead  as  much  a  public  as  a  private 
concern  ;  and  indeed  the  whole 
manner  of  celebrating  this  event, 
feemed  rather  as  if  it  had  been  a 
great  national  deliverance,  than 
that  merely  of  an  individual.  The 
rejoicings  and  illuminations  in  the 
cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter, 
were  of  fuch  a  magnitude,  as  has 
fcarcely  been  exceeded  upon  any 
public  occafion  whatever.  The 
exceffes  committed  by  the  popu- 
lace in  the  latter,  which  were  di- 
rected again  ft  the  houfes  or  perfons 
of  thole,  whofe  fuppofed  (hare  in 
this  tran  faction  had  drawn  on  them 
the  odium  of  the  multitude,  are 
frefh  in  every  body's  memory. 
They  were  indeed  furious,  and 
had  a  tendency  to  fhock  and  dif- 
guft  many  of  thofe  who  partook 
the  mod  heartily  in  the  general 
joy.  Even  the  iron  gates  and  pal- 
lifades  of  the  Admiralty,  were  not 
fufficient  to  prefer  ve  that  building, 
from  receiving  ftrong  marks  of  the 
popular    indignation ;    nor  were 
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fome  of  the  great  officers  of  ftate 
free  from  fufficient  caufe  of  alarm, 
until  the  troops  were  brought  for- 
ward to  their  protection. 

The  prevalent  fpirit  was  now  fo 
flrong,  as  to  feem  to  operate  more 
or  lefs  every  where.  Nobody  was 
fo  hardy  as  to  attempt  to  juftify 
the  late  profecution  upon  its  own 
proper  ground.  For  a  conftde- 
rable  time,  the  Admiralty  was  only 
defended  upon  the  plea  of  official 
neceffity  ;  and  the  conduct  of  the 
profecutor  feemed  wholly  abandon- 
ed by  all  his  friends. 

Admiral   Keppel    had   received 
an  early  letter  from  the  admiralty, 
acquainting  him  that  the  fufpen- 
iion  was  taken  off  in  confequence 
of  his   acquittal,    and   requiring 
him  accordingly  to  re  fume  his  com- 
mand ;  although  he  complied  with 
this  requifition,  yet  from  the  cold 
official  terms  in  which  the  letter 
was  couched,  as  well  as  a  maimed 
quotation  it  included  from  the  {en- 
tence,  in  which  the  claufe  mod  to 
his  own  honour,  and   that  which 
leaned  moil   upon   his   adverfary, 
were  both  equally  omitted,  it  feem- 
ed   upon  the  whole  to    indicate, 
and    was   underltood  accordingly, 
that  that  board  was  no  iharer  in 
the  general  fatis faction  which  at- 
tended the  event  of  his  trial.    Nor 
was  his  reception  at  court,  faid  to 
be  much  more  pleafing.      Thefe 
circum fiances  being   followed   up 
by  others  of  the  fame  nature,    the 
line  of  conduct  was   underftood  to 
be  fo  marked  and  apparent,  that  it 
afforded  a  fubject  of  open  difcuf- 
fion   at    different  times    in   both 
Houfes  ;  the   op  po  fit  ion  contend- 
ing,   that    it    tended  ftrongly  to 
fpread  and  confirm  an  opinion,  al- 
ready too  generally  received,  than 
which,    nothing   could    be  more 


(candalous  or  difgraceful  to  govern- 
ment, namely,  that  the  attack 
upon  the  admiral's  life  and  honour, 
was  rather  the  effect  of  a  combina- 
tion, and  of  a  concerted  fcheme, 
framed  under  and  fupported  by 
the  fanction  of  authority,  than  the 
cafual  refult  of  private  pique,  en- 
vy, or  malice. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  unfor- 
tunate officer,    who  was  now  be- 
come the  object  of  general  odium, 
was  compelled,  bendes  the  lofs  of 
public  favour  and  opinion,  to  fub- 
mit  to  that  of  honours,  of  autho- 
rity,  and   of    fubftantial  emolu- 
ments.    On  the  very  day  that  the 
fen  ten  ce  of  the  court  martial  was 
difclofed   in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, a  noble  Lord,  one  of  his  late 
brethren  in  office,  after  expreffing 
fome  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  notice,  he,  however,  faid,  that 
in  order  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the 
people,    he  would  inform    them, 
that  Sir  Hugh   Pallifer,    had   no 
longer   a   feat   at   the    Admiralty 
Board  ;  his  refignation  having  been 
accepted   that  morning.      In   this 
manner  things  continued  for  about 
a  week  longer;  the  oppoinion  wait- 
ing, as  they  faid,  to  afford  an  op- 
portunity to  the  crown,  to  exprefs 
its  utmoft  reprobation  of  the  late 
conduct,   and  therein  vindicate  its 
own  honour,  by  totally  difmifling 
the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  from 
its  fervice.     At  length,  when  one 
of  the  mbft  active  leaders  of  the 
opposition,    was  on  the  point  of 
moving  an   addrefs  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  information  was  given,  that 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  had  refigned  his 
lieutenant-generalfhip  of  the  Ma- 
rines, and  his  government  of  Scar- 
borough Caftle ;    that  he  had  alfo 
vacated  his  feat   in    parliament ; 
and  only  retained  his  vice-admirai- 

fhip, 
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fhip,  as  a  qualification  for  his  trial 

by  a  court-martial,  which  the  *.  J- 
niralty  had  ordered  to  be  held 
upon  him. 

The  ftrong  interefb,  which  were 
thus  agitated,  and  the  fpirit  of  en- 
quiry raifed  by  the  pad  and  the  de- 
pending courts- martial,  were  not 
eafily  laid  or  qualified,  and  natu- 
rally directed  the  attention  of  par- 
liament to  the  affairs  of  the  navy. 
This  Subject  was  aim  oft  the  only 
one  in  which  parties  Seemed  to  en- 
gage. The  members  of  oppofi- 
tion,  directed  their  attacks  almoft 
entirely  again  ft  the  fir  ft  lord  of  the 
admiralty,  whom  they  con  fide  red, 
in  the  prefent  Situation  of  affairs, 
at  the  moil  efficient,  and  con  fre- 
quently as  the  mod  immediately 
refponfible,  of  any  of  the  King's 
fervants. 

No  lefs  than  three  motions  of 
cenfure,  relative  to  the  Hate  and 
difpofuion  of  the  navy,  and  one 
for  the  removal  of  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  from  his  Majefty's  Ser- 
vice, were  made  during  the  pre- 
fent feflion  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. In  confequence  of  an  ad- 
drefs  for  the  purpofe,  feveral  ex- 
tracts of  letters  relative  to  the 
equipment  of  the  Breft  fleet,  ha- 

»#      u     j    vine  been  laid  before 
March  3d.        *  „     -     Mr   FnY 


that  Houfe,  Mr.  Fox 
moved  the  following  refolution.— 
"  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe, 
that  the  fending  Admiral  Keppel, 
in  the  month  of  June  laft,  to  a 
ftation  off  the  coaft  of  France,  with 
a  fquadron  of  twenty  (hips  of*  the 
line,  and  four  frigates,  at  a  time 
when  a  French  fleet,  confifting, 
as  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe, 
of  thirty-two  (hips  of  the  line,  and 
certainly  of  twenty-  feven,  with  a 

treat  number  of  frigates,  was  at 
(reft,  and  ready  to  put  to  fea,  was 
6 


a  meafnre  greatly  hazardous  to  the 
fafety  of  the  kingdom,  wiihctt: 
any  profpecl  of  an  adequate  ad- 
vantage." 

Mr.  Fox  introduced  his  motion 
by    a    very    able    and    animated 
fpeech  ;  in  the  courfe  of  which  he 
acknowledged,  thac  if  the  prefent 
was  carried,    he  would  follow  ic 
with  another  for  the  removal  of  the 
firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  :    and  iC 
would  then  reft  with  that  HoaSe, 
whether  the  fads  ftated  in  his  mo- 
tion, would  not  Surniih  matter  fuf- 
ficient  to  found  upon  it  a  parlia- 
mentary enquiry.     He  began  with 
fome  observations,  on  the  advan- 
tages refulting  from  thofe  fort  of 
enquiries  which  he  propofed  ;  and 
which  are  peculiar  to  tree  govern- 
ments.    He  faid,  that  fubiequeot 
inquifitorial  controuls,  were  a  fob- 
flit  ute"  for  that   fecrecy   and  dif* 
patch  in  which  arbitrary  ftates  are 
thought  to  excel,  and  that  it  more 
than  compensated  for  the  want  of 
them  ;  as  was  fully  proved,  by  the 
irrefiftible  exertions,  and   the  al- 
moft  inexhauftible    refoirrces,   of 
free  ftates.     That,  vigour  of  exer- 
tion, and  attention  to  duty,  are 
always  found  where  the  final  ac* 
count  is  inevitable  ;  and  where  no 
favour,  no  court  cabal,  can  Secure 
negled  and  incapacity  from  detec- 
tion and  puniihment. 

The  propriety  of  entering  into 
the  refolution  propofed,  was  Sup- 
ported by  the  following  very  em- 
barrafFing  dilemma.  When  Mr. 
Keppel  failed  from  Plymouth  on 
the  9th  of  June,  with  20  (hips,  un- 
der orders  to  cruize  off  Ufhant  for 
a  certain  num.ber  of  days ;  the  ad- 
miralty board  muft  have  known 
*  that  there  were  then,  thirty  fail  of 
the  line  ready  to  proceed  to  fea  in 
Brejl  water,  or  el(e  that  board  was 

ignorant 
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ignorant  of  the  fact.  If  the  for- 
mer, it  yvas  faid  to  be  an  act  of  the 
higheft  criminality,  to  rifque  the 
fate  of  this  country  in  fo  great  a 
difparity  of  force.  Had  an  En- 
gagement happened,  which  muft 
have  been  inevitably  the  cafe,  had 
nor  the  mod  confummate  wifdom 
and  love  for  his  country,  induced 
Admiral  Keppel,  in  a  cafe  of  fuch 
infinite  importance,  to  difregard  the 
orders  of  the  miniilers,  the  confe- 
quences  might  have  been  fatal  to 
the  naval  power  of  this  country. 
Our  trade  might  have  been  ruined, 
our  courts  infulted,  and  in  the  de- 
finition of  Portfmouth  and  Ply- 
mouth, the  feeds  of  all  future  na- 
vies, for  ever  exterminated. 

On  the  other  hand,  prefuming 
that  the  fir  ft  lord  of  the  admiralty 
was  ignorant  of  the  real  naval 
force  bf  France,  would  not  the 
confequences  to  the  nation  be  the 
fame  ?  And  therefore,  it  was  afk- 
ed,  was  not  his  conduit  equally 
criminal  ?  For  negligence  in  men, 
entrufted  with  the  fafety  of  na- 
tions, was  very  different  from  the 
negligences  of  ordinary  perfons. 
In  fuch  men,  negligence  was  cri- 
minality. And,  that  men  high  in 
office,  and  in  refponfible  fituations, 
did  in  effect  acknowledge  guilt, 
when  they  pleaded  ignorance  in 
j unification  of  mifconduct  and 
neglect. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  an- 
fvvered,  that  before  ignorance  was 
fuffered  to  imply  criminality,  it 
was  abfolutely  nece/Tary,  that  the 
fad  in  queftion  mould  be  efta- 
blilhed ;  chat  it  mould  be  afcer- 
tained  beyond  apoflibilityofdoubr. 
That  the  fact  which  was  produced. 
as  the  foundation  of  the  refolution 
now  propofed,  viz.  "  That  there 
"  were  27  fhips  of  the  line  in  Brefk 
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"  water,"  was  fo  far  from  being 
proved,  that  it  was  not  eveti 
grounded  on  probability.  If  the 
papers  found  on  board  the  Pallas 
and  Licorne,  were  adduced  as 
proofs  of  the  fact*  nothing  could 
be  more  vague,  indefinite,  and  in- 
conclufive.  For  fifft,  fuppofing 
the  import  of  thofe  papers  to  have 
been  ever  fo  precifei  it  wa*  to  be 
remembered,  that  they  were -en- 
tirely without  date ;  and  in  the 
n£xt  place,  that  they  contained 
nothing  more  than  an  order  to 
provide  anchotage  for  fuch  a  cer-  , 
tain  rate  and  number  of  mips.  It 
therefore  contained  evidence^  not* 
that  the  (hips  were  ready  for  fea* 
bus  that  anchorage  was  ordered  for 
them  when  they  mould  be  rea.dy* 
If  the  written  evidence,  they  faid, 
was  defective,  the  parole  evidence* 
given  by  Admiral  Keppel  (wh<* 
had  been  examined  in  his  place? 
relative  to  the  verbal  information 
he  received  by  the  capture  of  the 
two  French  frigates)  muft  be  no' 
lefs  defective,  for  It  was  founded 
entirely  upon  the  written. 

But  the  -evidence,  they  faid,  was 
not  more  defective  in  fupport  of 
the  prefumption  on  which  the  re- 
folution was  founded,  than  the  cir- 
cumstances were  ftrong,  which  went 
directly  to  its  overthrow.  For  it 
appeared,  that  a  number  of  French 
merchantmen  had  been  fuffered  td 
pafs  through  the  Britifh  fleet,  fo 
late  as  the  23d  or  24th  of  June. 
The  ftrength  or  weaknefs  of  the 
Britifh  fleet  muft  have  been  known 
to  them.  And  if  the  Breft  fleet 
had  fuch  a  fuperiority  as  was  af- 
{cr ted,  what  reafon  could  be  given, 
why  they  did  not  inftantly  proceed 
to  lea,  in-  order  to  meet,  and  ro 
crufh  fo  inferior  an  enemy  ?  Bat 
although  M.  D'Orvilliers  was  in 

[H]       '  poffef&oa 
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pofleffion  of  that  information  from 
the  23d  of  June,  he  did  not  leave 
Breft  harbour  until  the  8th  of  July ; 
a  full  proof  that,  contrary  to  the 
words  of  the  refolution,  there  was 
no  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  there 
were  32,  or  even  27  (hips  of  the 
line  in  Breft  water  ready  to  put  to 
fea. 

It  was  aflerted  on  the  fame  fide, 
that  when  Lord  Hawke  was  fent  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  French, 
upon  the  rumour  of  an  invafion  in 
the  year  1758,  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty, upon  hearing  the  enemy 
had  a  fuperior  force  out,  fent  him 
orders  to  return  :  although  he  did 
not  receive  the  orders  until  the  fer- 
vice  was  ended,  that  gallant  and 
able  officer  anfwered  the  board  in 
his  letter,  that  he  fhould  never  re-, 
linquifh  his  duty,  or  return  into 
port,  from  any  trifling  fuperiority 
of  the  enemy.  They  farther  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  the  evil,  which  was 
fuppofed  or  apprehended,  had  really 
happened,  and  that  Admiral  Kep- 

fel  had  been  defeated,  was  it  pro- 
able,  or  could  it  even  be  fup- 
pofed, that  a  conflict  with  a  Britifh 
fleet  of  20  (hips  of  the  line,  ihould 
have  left  the  enemy  in  a  condition 
to  purfue  their  victory  to  the  de- 
ftru&ion  of  all  our  naval  maga- 
zines ?  The  only  victory,  they 
faid,  which  France  ever  obtained 
over  England  at  fea,  was  that  over 


faid,  muft  have  been  the  confe- 
quences  of  a  victory,  if  they  had 
obtained  one,  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  replied, 
thatM.D'Orvilliers  continuing  iiv 
pore  after  the  arrival  of  the  mer- 
chantmen who  had  patted  through 
the  Britifh  fleet,  was  by  no  means 
a  proof,  nor  did  it  even  amount  to 
a    preemptive    evidence    of  any 
weight,  that  he  was  not  then,  with 
the  force  which  had  been  ft  a  ted, 
in  a&ual  condition  for  proceeding 
to  fea.     For  it  would  have  been  a 
meafure  extremely  hazardous  for 
that  commander,  and  which,  with- 
out exprefs  orders  from  his  court 
he  could  not   have   ventured,   to 
have  trufted  himfelf  to  fea  with  27 
fail  of  the  line,  before  he  bad  re- 
ceived the  mod  undoubted  inform- 
ation of  Admiral  Byron's  departure 
from  the  channel.     For,  until  he 
was  perfectly  fatisfied  that  the  Bri- 
tifh fleet  was  divided,    he   could 
have  had  no  aflu  ranee,  that  in  (lead 
of  twenty,  he  mould  not  have  en- 
countered Admiral  Keppel,  with  a 
fleet  of  3  5  fhips  of  the  line ;  which 
was  the  force  he  had  caufe  to  appre- 
hend, including  Byron's  fquadron, 
and  three  fhips,  which  Were  ready 
for  fea,  and  which  he  had  therefore 
a  right  to  confider  as  part  of  the 
fleer.     For  the  French  merchant- 
men could  report  no  farther  than 


Lord  Torrington  in  the  reign  of  they  faw.  They  faw  three  flags, 
King  William.  Then,  inftead  of  and  they  might  perhaps  count  20 
purfuing  the  advantage  they  had     fail  of  the  line  ;  but  they  could 


gained,  inftead  of  burning  Ports- 
mouth or  Plymouth,  inftead  "  of 
"  exterminating  the  feeds  of  all 
"  future  navies,"  the  French  fleet, 
contented  with  its  honours,  retired 
into  the  ports  of  France  to  repair 
the  damages  which  it  had  unavoid- 


not  poflibly  anfwer  that  there  were 
no  more  in  company. 

That  this  was  the  fcale  by  which 
the  French  regulated  their  conduct, 
was  evident  f/om  what  followed. 
For  as  foon  as  Admiral  Byron's 
defti nation    was    known  in   Paris, 


ably  fuftained.     And  iuch,  they    orders  were  fent  to  Breft  for  the 
...  fleet, 
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fleet  to  proceed  to  Tea ;  and  M. 
D'Orvilliers  inftantly  weighed  an- 
chor ;  which  affords  a  ftrong  evi- 
dence, that  nothing  had  retained 
him  in  Breft,  bat  the.  difficulty 
which  the  French  court,  as  well  as 
their  commander,  found  in  be- 
lieving it  pollible,  that  any  fet  of 
men,  mould  fo  far  abufe  the  con- 
fidence of  the  nation  which  they 
ferved,  as,  to  commit  in  a  defpe- 
rate  conteft  that  naval  power, 
which  it  had  coft  their  country  fo 
much  blood,  fo  much  treafure,  and 
fo  much  labour  to  acquire. 

They  alfo  faid,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  egregioufly  mil- 
itated or  mifreprefented,  than  the 
evidence  acquired  by  the  capture 
of  the  French  frigates,  had  been 
by  the  minifters.  It  was  not  true, 
that  Admiral  Keppel  had  regulated 
his  conduct  by  vague  written  or 
unwritten  evidence  j  nor  that  the 
latter  was  founded  upon  the  for- 
mer. That  gentleman  had  tefti- 
fied  in  his  place,  that  the  evidence 
which  he  had  obtained  from  feve- 
ral  of  the  French  feamen,  who 
were  newly  come  out  of  Breft,  and 
whom  he  had  feparately  examined, 
all  went  in  the  moil  direct  and 
ftrongeft  manner,  #to  corroborate 
that  of  the  written  paper ;  and  that 
they  all  agreed  in  the  great  cir- 
cumstances, as  to  the  number,  force, 
and  fkuation  of  the  French  fleet, 
with  fuch  a  degree  of  exactnefs, 
as  would  have  afforded  weight  to 
the  mod  doubtful  teltimony.  It 
would  have  been  curious,  they 
faid,  if  ic  had  not  of  late  become 
fo  common  as  to  lofe  the  effect,  to 
hear  thofe  men,  who  have  the  au- 
dacity to  refufe  all  means  of  in- 
formation to  parliament,  repeatedly 
call  upon  the  oppofition  for  thofe 
direct  and  pofuive  proofs  in  fup- 


port  of  their  charges,  which  they 
themfelves  openly  and  avowedly 
keep  back*  It  was  only  the  other4 
day  that  the  oppofition  had  moved 
for  all  thofe  documents,  which, 
wbuld  have  eftabli  fhed  their  charges^ 
with  even  the  ftrongeft  degree  of 
legal  evidence  ;  and  thofe  very  mi* 
nifters,  who  now  have  the  effron* 
tery  to  call  for  proofs,  were  them- 
felves the  perfons,  who  under  the! 
mod  frivolous  and  fhameful  pre- 
tences, had  procured,  in  that 
Houfe,  a  negative  to  their  mo* 
tion.  It  was,  however, .  fortunate* 
they  faid,  that  thofe  papers  on  the 
table,  which  minifters  could  find 
no  pretence  or  colour  for  keeping 
back,  would,  along  with  the  tef*. 
timony  given  by  the  honourable 
admiral,  afford  fufficient  evidence 
for  the  Houfe  to  proceed  on,  and 
fufficient  ground  for  all  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  motion .    • 

The  queftion  being  put  after 
one  o'clock,  the  motion  was  re* 
jected,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  ma- 
jority only  of  34,  the  numbers  be* 
ing  204  to  170. 

This  was  an  unufual  divifion  on 
the  fide  of  the  minority.  And  the 
minifter  ihewed  a  degree  of  pafhon 
and  vehemence  in  different/  parts 
of  this  debate,  which  was  not  at 
all  cuftomary  with  him.  It  has  been 
obferved  by  fome,  who  from  long 
experience  think  they  may  form 
an  opinion  on  the  appearances  of 
things  in  that  Houfe,  that  the 
queftion  would  probably  have  been 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  if  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  ad  mini* 
ftration,  having  equally  perceived 
the  fame  indications,,  had  not  im- 
mediately applied  himfelf  to  pre* 
vent  their  effect.  For  that  mini- 
fter,  obferving  ftrong  marks  of  de- 
fection,   particularly    among   that 

[H]  2  part 
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part  of  the  country  gentlemen  who 
Aipport  ad  mini  ft  ration,  recalled 
botn  them  and  his  other  wavering 
friends  to  the  ftandard,  by  openly 
declaring,  that  the  motion  of  cen- 
fure  again  ft  the  firft  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty, went  directly  to  himfelf, 
and  to  all  the  other  minifters;  that 
there  could  be  no  discrimination  \ 
as  they  were  all  equally  concerned 
in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs, 
they  were  all  equally  liable  to  an- 
fwer  for  the  confequences  ;  thefe 
could  be  no  feparate  praife  or  cen- 
fure  ;  whatever  reached  one,  muft 
reach  the  whole. 

Notwithftanding  this  defeat, Mr. 
Fox  did  not  abandon,  he  only 
fhifced'  his  ground  5  and  keeping 
his  object   liill    fteadily   in    view, 

tut      i    o  u      brought  the  bufinefs 
March  8in.    r      6  ,         , 

forward  under  ano- 
ther form  a  few  days  after.  As  he 
had  given  early  notice  of  his  in- 
tention, adminiftration  rallied  all 
their  forces,  and  the  Houfe  was 
even  more  full  than  it  had  been  on 
the  preceding  debate. 

He    obferved    in    opening    the 
grounds  of  his  intended  motion, 
that  notwithstanding  the   general 
refemblance,  and  the  principle  be- 
ing the  fame  in   both,  it  differed 
from    the  former  in  one   refpect; 
that  being  particular  and  fpecific, 
whereas  this  went  to  a  general  pro- 
portion.    It  included  only  matter 
of  public  and  univerfal  notoriety; 
matter    as    well    known    without 
that  Koufe  as  within  ;  and  as  fully 
in  the  poffdTion  of -all  Europe,  as 
it  was  of  the  Britifh  parliament  or 
•minifters.     It  called  for  no  fpecific 
proofs.   He  fhould  not  trouble  one 
gentleman  to  ftate  our  weaknefs  at 
home ;  another  to  (hew  our  infe- 
riority   in    North- America  ;    nor 
would  he  appeal  to  the  whole  world 
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for  the  proof,  that  we  had  totally 
abandoned  our  commerce,  our  con- 
fluence, a«d  our  fortrefles  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Thofe*  forms,  fo 
neceflary  to  fubftantiate  charges, 
where  there  was  the  fmalleft  room 
for  doubt,  fufpence,  or  he/nation, 
were  in  this  inft;ance  totally  need- 
lefs*  He  well  forefaw  what  other 
grounds  of  objection  would  be 
taken  again  ft  his  proportions,  but 
he  had  the  fatisfaction  of  knowing, 
that  not  a  fyllable  of  their  contents 
Could  be  controverted  in  point  of 
fact;  his  hardieft  opponents  muft 
acknowledge  them  to  be  literally 
and  fubftantially  true-  He  would 
therefore  truft  his  motion  to  the 
feelings  and  conviction  of  his 
hearersj  he  would  reft  it  on  that 
teftimony,  which  every  thinking 
man  muft  fecretly  fubmit  to,  and 
every  honeft  man  avowedly  de- 
clare ;  he  would  appeal  to  no  other 
tribunal. 

He,  however,  thought  it  necef- 
fary  by  way  of  illuftratioo,  and  of 
bringing  fo  great  a  variety  of  mat- 
ter within  fome  moderate  compafs 
of  view  and  remembrance,  to  trace 
the  round  of  public  affairs  and 
tran factions,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  from  *he  beginnin-g  of  the 
troubles.  In  this  ccurfe  he  took 
a  clear  and  comprehensive  view,  of 
the  direction,  management,  ope- 
rations, and  confequences  of  the 
war;  of  the  ftate  and  conduct  of 
the  naval  department ;  he  (hewed 
what  minifters  had  done,  and  whac 
they  had  neglected  ;  he  recalled, 
with  precision,  their  declarations, 
profeftions,  avowed  views,  and  pro- 
mifes,'  jat  different  periods  ;  he 
fhewed  the  ample  means  which 
that  Houfe  and  the  nation  had  put 
into  their  hands,  and  the  fanguine 
expectations   which  they  had  ra,- 
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tionaWy  formed,  upon  fuch  means, 
and  fuch  affurances  ;  and  then 
ftated,  in  what  manner  thofe  ex- 
pectations had  been  anfwered,  and 
thofe  promifes  fulfilled.  But  hfc 
did  not  cob  fine  himfelf  to  a'ffur- 
ances,  or  to  declarations  in  either 
Houfe.  The  great  queftion  at  ifTue 
was,  whether  our  preparations,  and 
the  ftate  of  our  navy,  were  ade- 
quate to  the  va£  fums  which  had 
been  granted  for  thofe  fervices  ? 
This  was  a  matter  in  which  there 
was  no  occafion  for  promifes  to  fix 
the  public  refponfibility  of  mini- 
fters. And  it  was  a  matter,  he  fa  id, 
in  which  there  was  not,  nor  could 
not,  be  a  fecond  opinion,  either 
within  or  without  the  Houfe. 

In  taking  a  view  of  naval  af- 
fairs under  the  prefent  marine  mi- 
niiler,  he  drew  up  a  comparative 
eitimate,  of  the  ftate,  condition, 
and  expences  of  the  navy,  during 
certain  periods,  and  under  equal 
circuraftances,  of  that  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  of  former  times.  By  this 
eftimate  he  would  make  it  appear, 
that  our  peace  eftablifhment  for  the 
navy,  had  coft  the  nation  nearly 
double  the  money,  during  the  five 
years  previous  to  the  prefent  trou- 
bles, which  it  had  done  in  thofe 
immediately  preceding  the  late 
war;  and  from  fimilar  calculations 
he  endeavoured  to  demonftrate  a 
great  excefs  alfo  in  our  prefent  war 
eitabhmment;  particularly  that  the 
expenditure  of  the  navy  in  the 
year  1778,  exceeded  that  of  1756, 
by  full  half  a  million,  H£  then 
entered  into  a  ftrift  enquiry,  whe- 
ther our  naval  preparation  and  ef- 
fective ftrength  in  the  prefent  in- 
itance,  bore  that  proportional  fu- 
periority  over  the  former,  which 
the  nation  had  a  right  to  expeft 
from  the  expenditure.     Anpl  hav- 
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ing  on  this  ground,  as  he  faid,  not 
only  clearly  demon ftrated  the  con- 
trary, but  that  the  navy  was,  ia 
every  fenfe  and  refpetf,  greatly, 
and  mod  alarmingly  inferior;  he 
from  thence  inferred  juft  and  futy 
caufe  for  the  cenfure  of  that  Houfe, 
and  for  the  well-founded  refent- 
ments  of  the  people  at  large. 

He  fummed  up  the  whole  of  a 
long  and  fevere  fcrutiny  into  the 
conduit  of  public  affairs,  the  ope- 
rations of  the  war,  with  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  marine  depart- 
ment, and  the  ftate  of  the  navy, 
in  the  following  conclufions  :  — 
Either,  that  minifters  acted  under 
the  dominion  of  the  groffeft  and 
dulleft  ignorance,  or  that  they  were 
actuated  by  finifter,  corrupt,  and 
dangerous  motives ;  and  that  they 
were  therefore,  in  either  cafe,  un- 
worthy of  public  truft  or  confi- 
dence. From  this  dilemma,  he 
faid,  there  was  no  efcape.  Igno- 
rance or  treachery,  was  the  only 
alternative. — His  motion  was  con- 
ceived in  the  following  terms  : 
"  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe, 
(<  that;  the  ftate  of  the  navy,  on 
"  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
"  with  France,  was  very  unequaf 
"  to  what  this  Houfe  and  the  na~ 
**  tion  had  been  led  to  expect,  as 
*'  well  from  the  declarations  of  his 
"  Majefty's  minifters,  as  from  the 
"  great  fums  of  money  granted, 
"c  and  debts  incurred  for  that  fer- 
"  vice  ;  and  inadequate  to  the 
"  exigencies  of  the  various  for- 
"  vices,  for  which,  it  was  the  duty 
"  of  the  minifters  to  have  provided 
"  at  fo  important  a  crifis.'' 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  infilled, 
that  the  terms  of  the  motion  were 
not  fupported  by  the  fads  ftated. 
That  it  was  exceedingly  unfair  and 
it  regular  to  refer  KQ  matters  which 
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fell  in  former  debates,  and  much 
more  fo  to  any  thing  which  might 
have  been  faid  in  the  other  Houfe ; 
but  that  the  abfurdity  as  well  as 
injuftice,  of  pafling  a  vote  of  cen- 
fure,  founded  upon  fuch  loofeand 
uncertain  grounds,  was  fo  palpa- 
ble, as  not  to  require  obfervation. 
They  denied  the  facts,  as  to  what, 
they  faid,  were  the  main  grounds 
of  the  motion  ;  namely,  the  fupe- 
riority  attributed  to  the  French  in 
the  channel,  and  in  America;  and 
with  refpect  to  the  Mediterranean, 
they  faid,  that  it  was  utterly  im- 
poflible  to  provide  a  fuitable  de- 
fence, to  every  part  of  pofTeflions 
fo   widely   extended   as    thofe    of 
Great-Britain  ;  fome  mull  be  neg- 
lected ;  and  in  fuch  circumftances, 
miniflers   muft'  exercife  their  dif- 
cretion  and  judgment,  in  attend- 
ing particularly  to  the  fecurity  of 
thofe  places,  which  were  either  of 
the  greateft  importance,  or  the  moft 
immediately  expofed.     No  fair  or 
direct  inference,  they  faid,  could 
be  drawn,  from   the  comparative 
flate  of  the  money  granted  for  na- 
val fervices,  in  the  two  interims, 
previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  the 
laftand  the  pVefent  war;  nor  from 
that  of  the  fleets,  in  the  year  1756, 
and  1778.    It  was  well  known  that 
the  mips  were  larger  now  than  at 
the  former  period  ;  we  had  then  a 
number  of  fmall  fixtys  and  fixty- 
fours ;  none  on-  that  fmall  fcale  are 
now  retained  5  that  rate  has  not 
only    been    greatly   improved   in 
point  of  iize  and  ftrength  ;  but  its 
place  has  be*en  in  a  greaj  meafure 
fupplied  in  the  navy,  by  a  number 
of  new  feventy- fours,    which  are 
built  on  fo  large  a  conftruclion,  as 
to  be  nearly  equal  in  point  of  ton- 
nage to  our  old  fecond  rates.     So 
{hat  uDon  the  whole,  fairly  com- 


paring the  exertions  at  both  pe-    , 
riods,  it  was  not  doubted,  but  that 
our  force,  in  1778,  would  be  found 
fubftantially  equal,  to  what  it  had 
been  in  1756, 

The  contradiction 'given  to  the 
facts  Hated  by  Mr.  Fox,  along  with 
the  reference  to  matters  in  which 
they  were  themfelves  immediately 
concerned,  called  up  the  two  great 
naval  commanders,  who  lately  had 
the  conduct  of  our  fleets,  on  the 
home,  and  on  the  American  fer- 
vice.      The   noble  lord  who  was 
'  newly   returned   from    the   latter, 
and    who    feconded   the    motion, 
(Lord    Howe)  obferved   the  diffi- 
culty he  was  under  in  fpeaking, 
left  it  mould  be  fuppofed  that  what 
he  faid,  might  tend  to  any  glofs, 
or  undue  explanation,  of  the  affair 
which  he  had  himfelf  to  fettle  with 
the  miniflers,    and  which  he  was 
pledged  to  that  Houfe  to  bring  for- 
ward.    But   being   on   the   other 
hand  appreheniive,  that  fis  total 
filence  might  be  confidered  as  an 
approbation  of  meafures  which  he 
totally     condemned  ;      meafures, 
which,  he  was  fully  perfuaded,  were 
weak,  incapable,   and,    if  longer 
permitted  or  purfued,  which  muft 
terminate  in  the  deftruction  of  the 
naval  power  of  this   country,  and 
confequently  of  the  country  itfelf, 
he  held  it  incumbent  on  him,  as  a 
public  duty,    to  prevent  fuch  an 
opinion  from  prevailing.     Among 
other  profeffional  matters,  which  he 
accordingly  entered  upon,  he  de- 
clared, that  he  thought  the  means? 
put  into  the  hands  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  were  fuch  as  enabled  them 
to  have  a  much  more  refpectable 
navy    on    foot ;    that    above    all 
things,  the  Mediterranean   ought 
to  have  been  provided  for ;  he  be- 
ing thoroughly  convinced,  that  it 
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would  be  impoffible  for  this  coun-  all  Europe,  by  a  noble  member  of 
try  at  any  time  to  preferve  its  na-,  the  admiralty  board,  *'  that  the 
val  fuperiority,  while  that  fervice  "  Brefl  fleet  confided  of  only  fe- 
was  neglected ;  but  much  more,  "  venteen  fhips  of  the  line,"  at 
when,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance,  the  time,  that  under  theapprehen- 
it  was  apparently  abandoned.  lion  of  a  fuperior  force,  he  had  re- 
He  concluded,  by  informing  the  turned  from  his  cruize  off  that. 
Houfe  of  the  motives  which  in;-  port.  Among  other  curious  par- 
duced  him  to  retire  from  the  A  me-  ticulars  relative  to  naval  affairs, 
rican  fervice.  He  faid,  that  he  which  came  out  in  his  fpeech,  he 
had  been  deceived  into  his  com-  obferved,  that  in  the  years  1765, 
mand;  that  he  had  been  deceived  and  1766,  when  he  fat  at  the  ad- 
while  he  retained  it ;  that,  tired  miralty  board,  a  fcheme  was  pro- 
arid  difgufted,  he  had  required  per-  pofed  and  adopted,  for  keeping  at 
million  to  refign  ;  that  he  would  all  times,  eighty  mips  of  the  line 
have  returned  as  foon  as  he  had  ob-  of  battle,  with  a  proportionable 
tained  it,  but  that  he  could  not  number  of  frigates,  ready  for  actual 
think  of  quitting  the  Britifh  fleet  fervice  ;  he  likewife  ftated,  that  if 
in  a  date  of  danger,  whilftjit  had  that  determination  had  immedi- 
a  fuperior  enemy  in  the  American  ately  afcer  been  totally  abandoned, 
feas  to  encounter  ;  that  on  the  and  even  fuppofing,  that  the  whole 
whole,  his  ficuation  was  fuch,  that  navy  had  been  annihilated,  at  the 
he  had  been  compelled  to  refign  ;  time  that  the  prefent  firft  lord  of' 
and  that  a  thorough  recollection  of  the  admiralty  came  to  prefidc  in 
what  he  had  felt,  and  what  he  had  that  department,  it  appeared  evi- 
fuffered,  induced  him  to  decline  dently  from  the  papers  before 
any  rifque  of  ever  returning  into  them,  that  the  grants  of  parlia- 
a  fituation  which  might  terminate  ment  for  the  naval  fervice,  within 
in  equal  ill  treatment,  mortiflca-  his  adminiftration,  had  been  fo 
tion,  and  difguft.  That  the  fame  ample,  and  unufually  great,  that 
motives  and  fentiments  which  ope-  a  fleet  of  eighty  fhips  of  the  line, 
rated  with  refpect  to  America,  mull  might  have  been  conftrudted  from 
carry  equal  force,  in  inducing  him  the  keel,  and  in  actual  fervice  at 
to  decline  all  future  fervice,  fo  fea,  without  any  additional  charge 
long  as  the  prefent  minifters  con-  to  the  nation,  by  the  clofe  of  the 
tinued  in  office;  for  that  he  was  year  1777;  whereas,  by  that  no- 
fufficiently  convinced,  by  a  full  and  ble  lord's  own  account,  we  had 
decifive  experience,  that  befides  not  at  that  period,  in  all  ftations 
rtfquing  his  honour  and  profeffional  at  home  and  abroad,  quite  fifty/' 
character  in  fuch  an  attempt,  he  that  were  in  condition  for  fervice ; 
could  not,  under  fuch  counfels,  and  he  believed  that  he  (hould  be 
render  any  efTcntial  fervice  to  his  juftified  in  faying,  thatwe  had  not 
country.  forty,  fit  for  real  fervice.  He  far- 
Admiral  Keppel  reprobated,  in  ther  declared,  that  the  deficiency 
terms  of  the  utmoft  feverity,  the  in  number,  was  not,  at  that  time, 
daring  aiTertion,  as  he  called  it,  the  mod  alarming  circum (lance 
made  in  the  face  of  that  Houfe,  with  refpect  to  the  navy  ;  for,  that 
and  in  defiance  of  a  fact  known  to  he  was  well  warranted  in  affirming/ 
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that  the  (hips  in  general  were  not 
in  good  condition,  nor  fit  to  bear 
long  or  difficult  fervices.  He  alfo 
dated,  the  great  lofs  which  the 
naval  {ervice  had  iuftained,  from 
the  want  of  a  fufficient  number  of 
frigates ;  faid,  that  wjien  he  had 
been  advifed  with  in  November 
1776,  as  well  as  upon  a  prior  oc- 
cafion,  when  foreign  preparations 
were  likewiie  fo  formidable  as  to 
excite  an  alarm,  he  had  flrongly 
prefTed  the  neceflity  of  fpeedily 
fupplying  the  deficiency  of  fri- 
gates; notwithftandiug  which,  and 
the  obvioufnefs  of  the  matter,  that 
efler.tial  part  of  the  fervice  had 
been  entirely  neglected  ;  one  con- 
fequence  of  which,  among  a  num- 
ber of  bad  oneb,  was,  that  great 
/hips  were  obliged  to  be  fent  out 
upon  every  peity  occafion,  where 
frigates  would  anfwer  the  purpofe 
equally,  if  not  better  ;  whereby 
the  nation  was  not  only  put  to  an 
3mmenfe  and  unnecefTary  expence, 
in  the  repairs  of  thofe  capital  (hips  ; 
but  what  was  ftill  worfe,  when  they 
came  to  be  wanted  for  actual  fer- 
vice, they  were  found  crippled, 
and  in  a  great  meafure  unfervice- 
able.  He  concluded  his  fpeech, 
]>y  declaring  the  admiralty  board 
to  be  totally  negligent,  uninform- 
ed, and  in  every  way  unequal  to 
the  aclminifiration  d  the  naval 
affairs  of  this  courury. 

It  was  not  eafy  to  withftand ,  upon 
tj^eir  own  ground,  fuch  profelfional 
charges  and  opinions,  coming  from 
fuch  authorities,  Jn  effect,  the  mo- 
tion was  principally  oppofed,  upon 
the  general  allegation  of  its.  not 
being  fupported  by  any  fufficient 
evidence,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
admiralty  defended,  by  a  flat,  di- 
rect, and  unqualified  contradiction, 
%q  almoft  every  fact  fUted  by  the. 


oppofition,  whether  with  refpect  to 
the  prefent,  or  to  any  pad  ftate  of 
the  navy.  Facts  and  affertions  fo 
diametrically  oppofite,  prefented 
fuch  an  apparent  opening  for 
doubt%  that  a  gentleman,  well  un- 
derftood  to  be  a  friend  to  admini- 
flration,  though  feemingly,  in  cer- 
tain cafes,  rather  doubtful  or  ec- 
centric irf  his  conduct,  made  that 
uncertainty  his  ground  of  argu- 
ment, why  the  Houfe  could  not  in 
confeience  come  to  a  vote  of  cen- 
fure ;  but,  as  hfi  alfo  faid,  that 
appearances  were  To  Arong,  as  to 
jultify  an  opinion,  that  the  mini- 
vers were  culpable  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  he  would  therefore  move 
the  previous  quellion,  in  order  to 
leave  the  matter  opei*  for  further 
enquiry. 

The  fulnefs  of  the  Houfe,  how- 
ever, afforded  fuch  a  confidence  to 
the  miniller  in  his  ftrength,  as  pre- 
vented his  being  content  to  get  rid 
of  the  buiinefs  by  a  previous  quef- 
tion.  He  faid,  that  the  facts  and 
charges  which  had  been  flated, 
were  fo  direct  and  important,  as  to 
admit  of  no  medium  ;  they  mud 
be  either  eflablifhed  or  overthrown  ; 
and  as  they  were  not  yet  fupported 
by  a  fingle  tittle  of  proof,  the 
moll  regular  and  parliamentary 
mode  of  proceeding,  he  faid,  for 
the  prefent,  was  to  meet  them  with 
a  direct  negative  ;  which,  lie  con- 
tended, would  not  by  any  means 
prevent  a  future  enquiry  into  the 
fubject,  if  any  fufficient  evidence 
could  be  found  for  its  fupport. 

The  queftion  being  to  be  put 
after  twelve  o'clock,  Mr.  Fox'arofe, 
and  requeued  that  iiq  perfon  would 
give  a  vote  in  favour  of  his  mo- 
tion, who  was  not  perfectly  fatis- 
fied,  that  the  general  facts  flated 
in   it.  were   fully   proved,    both 
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literally  and  fubftantially,  and  that. 
the  miniilers  had  failed  in  their  re- 
peated aifurances  to  that  Houfe  and 
to  the  nation.  .    '     , 

The  motion  was  rejected  upon 
a  divinon*  by  a  majority  of  246, 
to  i74#  Although  18  gentlemen, 
who  had  not  been  prefent  at  the 
former  diviuon,  now  voted  with 
the  minority,  and  that  they  had  like- 
wife  made  one  convert  from  the 
majority,  (a  gentleman  who  ac- 
knowledged in  his  fpeech  the  force, 
of  that  univerfal  notoriety,  and  in*  , 
ternal  conviction,  which  were  not 
generally  admitted  as  evidence)  yet 
we  fee  that  tbefe  additions,  were 
fo  nearly  ball  a  need  by  the  prefent 
abfentees,  that  the  increafe  of  num- 
ber on  that  fide  was  trifling. 

The  difcontents  in  the  navy  now 
appeared  in  the  mod  alarming  de- 
gree. We  have  feen  in  the  pre- 
fent inftance,  the  determination  of 
Lord  Howe.  In  the  preceding  de- 
bate, Admiral  Keppel  declared  in 
his  place,  that  after  what  he  had 
already  experienced  and  fuffered  at 
their  hands,  he  could  never  think 
of  refuming  a  command,  under  the 
prefent  naval  ad minift ration  ;  that 
be  fides  its  being  in  confident  with  a 
due  regard  to  his  honour,  and  ex- 
ceedingly hazardous  with  refpect  to 
-hii  profeffional  character,  he  was 
fully  convinced  in  his  mind,  that 
he  could  not,  under  their  influence 
or  conduct,  promote  in  any  etfential 
degree  the  interefls  of  his  country ; 
which  was  the  only  motive  that 
could  induce  him  to  undertake  its 
fervice.  About  this  time  alio,  or 
foon  after,  Sir  Robert  Harland, 
Captain  Levefon  Govver,  Sir  John 
Lindfay,  and  fome  other  officers' 
of  high  name  and  dillinguifhed 
merit,  either  quitted  the  fervice, 
or  declined  acting  under  the  pre- 


fent fyftem.  And  £0  general  was 
the  difcontent  and  defection,  that 
it  was  reported  and  believed,  that 
no  lcG  than  twenty,  of  the  moft 
experienced  and  diftinguifhed  cap. 
tains  in  the  navy,  were  on  the  point 
of  throwing  up  their  commiffioaa 
on  one  day  in  a  body.  Nor  was  it 
fuppofed,  that  the.  prevention  of 
this  alarming  event,  was  to  be  at- 
tributed, either  to  official  manage- 
ment, or  to  governmental  inifc* 
ence.  Thus  had  the  nation,  the 
mortification  and  grief  to  behold* 
fome  of  her  greateft-and  moft  popu- 
lar naval  commanders,  and  of  her 
braveft  officers,  declining  her  fer- 
vice, in  a  feafon  of  no  fmall  danger. 

The  fuccefs  with  which  Sir  P.  J. 
Gierke,  had  carried  his  bill  for  ex- 
cluding the  contractors  from  Parli- 
ament, through  that  .Houfe,  in  the 
preceding  feffion,  feemed,  fo  far, 
to  afford  fome  reafonable  ground 
of  expectation  of  fuccefs,  for  the 
prefent  year ;  and  perhaps  he 
thought  it  probable,  that  after  fo 
much  time  for  cool  recollection, 
the  lords  would  not  think  it  fit- 
ting, to  perfift  in  their  rejection  of 
a  bill,  and  their  interference  in  a 
bufinefs,  which  feemed  fo  peculi- 
arly appropriated  to  the  Commons, 
as  tending  merely  to  the  indepen- 
dence and  purity  of  their  own  body. 
And  this  opinion  feemed  the  more 
feafible,  as  the  lords  had,  a  few 
years  fince,  feemed  to  lay  it  down 
as  a  doctrine  not  to  be  departed 
from,  £hat  they  mould  not  at  all 
interfere  in  any  meafure  of  regu- 
lation, adopted  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  for  their  own  internal 
government. 

However  that  was,  the  gentle- 
man in  queition  had  moved  on  the 
1 2th  of  February,  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  difqualifying  bill,  on 
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the  fame  grounds  with  thofe  for- 
merly pro po fed.  As  nothing  cauld 
poffibly  be  more  mortifying  and 
vexatious  to  minifters,  than  the  con- 
tinual renewal  or  introduction  of 
this  fubjecl  ;  which,  however  it 
might  finally  be  difpofed  of,  fre- 
quently called  forth  troublefome 
defences,  or  humiliating  acknow- 
ledgements, and  always  afforded 
means  for  the  ftirring  up  of  fome 
difagreeable  or  odious  matter,  fo 
they  were  now,  as  ufual,  exceed- 
ingly tender  and  irritable  upon  the 
occafion,  feeming  to  con  fid  er  the 
attack,  as  if  it  were  no  lefs  per- 
fenal  to  themfelves,  than  to  thofe 
who  were  its  avowed  and  immedi- 
ate objects.  The  motion  was, 
however,  carried  upon  a  clofe  di- 
vision, by  a  majority  of  1 58  to  143  ; 
having  brought  our  in  its  way,  no 
fmall  portion  of  the  ufual  matter 
of  charge  and  defence. 

Notwithilanding  this  gleam  of 
fuccefs  at  the  outfet,  the  mover,  had 
foon  the  mortification  to  difcover, 
that  his  favourite  bill,  was  not  like- 
ly to  prove  again  troublefome  to 
the  lords,  for  that  iome  confider- 
able  change  of  temper  and  opinion 
had  taken  place  in  that  Houfe 
U£on  the  fubjed,  fince  the  period 
of  its  being  canvafied  there  in  the 
preceding  feffion.  Whether  it 
were,  that  the  gentlemen  immedi- 
ately concerned,  had  found  means, 
in  the  intermediate  time,  tojuflify 
the  purity  of  their  conduct  and 
principles,  and  to  (hew  the  inno- 
cence and  public  utility  of  their 
purfuits,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  ier- 
ved  to  convert  and  bring  over  any 
part  of  their  opponents,  or  from 
whatever  other  caufe  ic  proceeded, 
fo  it  was,  that  the  bill  was  loll 
upon  the  motion  for  referring  it  to 


a  committee,  after  the  *.     ,        , 
fecond  reading;  when  March  nth. 

the  queftion  was  rejected  upon  a 
divifion  by  a  majority  of  41,  the 
numbers  being  165  to  124.  Af- 
ter which  the  minifter  moved  that 
it  might  be  laid  by  for  four  months, 
which  was  carried  without  farther 
trouble. 

It  would  have  appeared  ftrange, 
if  that  fpirit  of  toleration,  which, 
within  a  very  few  years,  has  fpread 
fo  wonderfully,  though  in  different 
degrees,  through,  aim  oft,  every 
country  in  Europe,  mould  have 
patied  this  alone,  which  had  fo 
long  valued  itfelf  for  its  enlighten- 
ed views  and  liberal  difpoiition,  in 
all  cafes  whether  of  Civil  or  reli- 
gious government,  without  dif- 
penfing  any  mare  of  that  influence 
which  it  fo  freely  communicated  to 
others. 

But  they  muft  have  little  attended 
te  fuch  fubjedts,  who  do  not  know 
the  difficulty  of  making  off  the 
trammels  of  fu  per  Hit  ion,  and  the 
inveteracy  of  prejudice,  amongft  a 
people  at  large  ;  and  the  dill,  per- 
haps, more  arduous  talk,  to  cure 
laws  and  fy items  of  government 
of  thofe  habitual  vices,  which  have 
been  fo  long  grafted  into  their  con- 
ftitution,  as  to  appear  a  part  of 
their  original  nature.  In  fait,  the 
number  of  penal  and  criminal  laws 
relative  to  religious  doctrines  and 
opinions,  which,  in  defpite  of  a 
manly,  and  liberal  philofophy,  /till 
fubiilted  in  our  code,  would  have 
difgraced  that  of  a  nation  far  be- 
hind us,  in  arts,  fcience,  and  ci- 
vilization. 

Although  a  law  had  been  pa  fled 
fome  years  ago,  for  removing  fome 
of  thofe  legal  reftri&ions,  which 
had  more  particularly  affe&ed  our 
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diflenting  proteflant  brethren-;  yet 
more  ftill  remained  to  be  done  in 
their   favour;    and  that    bill  was 
con  fide  red,  rather  as  an  opening  to- 
wards future  indulgence,  as  the  (pi- 
nt of  the  times  fhould  ripen  to  a 
higher  degree  of  liberality  in  reli- 
gious matters,  than  as  immediately 
curing  all  their  prefent  grievances. 
The  relief  granted  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  the  preceding  feffion, 
had  laid  the  ground  fairly  open  for 
a  prefent  application  to  parliament 
for  redrefs ;  and  the  liberal  opini. 
ons  known  to  be  held,  and  profef- 
fions  made,  by  fome  of  the  Bifhops 
on  that  fnbject,  feemed  to  obviate 
the  apprehenfions  of  an  opposition 
in  that  quarter   where  it  was  moil 
to  be  expected  and  dreaded.     In- 
deed the  public  loflcs,  calamities, 
and  clangers  of  the  times,  feemed 
to  render  it  now  a  matter  of  necef- 
iity,  as  it  had  at  all  times  been  of 
duty  and  wifdom,    to  unite  the  in- 
terefts  and   affections  of  all  orders 
and  denominations  of  men  in  one 
common  bond  of  union,  and  to  con- 
centrate   into    one    mafs,    all    the 
ftren^th  that  could  yet  be  found  in 
the  remaining  parts  of  the  empire. 
In  thefecircumftances,  Sir  Henry 
Hoghton,  having  on   the   ioth  of 
March  opened  the  way  by  an  in- 
troductory   fpeech,    concluded    by 
moving,  that  the  Houfe  ihould  re^ 
folve  itfelf  into  a  committee,  in  or- 
der to  confider  of  granting  further 
relief  to  proteilant  diflenting  mi*  . 
niflers    and    fchool  mailers.       The 
motion  being  very  generally  agreed 
to,    Mr.    Frederic  Montague,    by 
whom   it  was   feconded.    was  ap- 
pointed chairman  of  the  committee, 
and  the    bill    accordingly   framed 
and  carried  through,  under  his  au- 
fpices.      It  however   brought  out 
fome   coafiderable    debate  in   its 
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courfe,  it  being  eagerly  oppofed  by 
a  few  gentlemen,  who  ftill  conti- 
nued wedded  to  antient  high  church 
doctrines,  and  principles.  Bat  this 
oppofmon,  was,  in  effect,  confined 
only  to  debate ;  it  being  fo  weak 
in  point  of  number,  that  a  motioa 
which  was  made,  on  the  17th  of 
of  March  by  Sir  William  Bagot, 
and  feconded  by  Sir  R.  Newdigate, 
for  putting  off  the  con  federation  of 
the  bill  for  four  months,  was  fup* 
ported  upon  a  divifion  by  only  fix 
voices,  to  a  majority  of  77.  The 
bill  was  like  wife  carried  through 
the  lords  with  great  facility  ;  and 
received  the  royal  aiTent  in  the 
courfe  of  the  feffion. 

The   unhappy  confequences  of 
the  American   war,  had,   by  this 
time,  affected  our  fitter  kingdom 
and  ifland  in  the  mod  ruinous  de- 
gree.     For    although   the   whole 
amount   of  her  immediate  loiTes, 
coniidered  merely  as  a  fp'ecific  fum 
in  point  of  calculation,  could  hold 
no  comparifon  with  that  fuftained 
by  England,    yet   the  lefler   lofs, 
was  more  feverely  felt  by  the  poorer 
country,  than  the  greater,  had  hi- 
therto  been,  by  that  fo  vaftly  ex- 
ceeding it  in  wealth,  and  which  fet 
out  with  fo  immenfe  a  capital  in 
every  fpecies  of  commerce.    Other 
caufes,   than   thofe  lofTes  immedi- 
ately   fuftained,   and   directly  pro- 
ceeding  trom   the  American  war, 
concurred  in  accumulating  the  grie- 
vances and  diitreiTes  of  Ireland  to 
a   mott   alarming  pitch.      Beiides 
the  antient  reitraints  upon  her  com- 
merce,  an  embargo  had  been  con-» 
tinued  from  the  year  1776.    Thus, 
their  great  ftaple  commodities  of 
beef  and  butter,  were  ihut  up  and 
periihing   in   their  warehouses,  at 
the  very  time  that  their  great,  their 
only  free,  and  cpnfequently  only 
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valuable  manufacture,  the  linen,  was 
con  traded  under  the  deftru&ive 
and  fatal  blight  of  the  American 
war. 

Although  nothing  could  add  to 
die  diftrefie*  occafioned  by  the  em* 
feargo,  yet  the  ci  ream  (lances  atten- 
ding ir,  or  which  were  fuppofed  to 
attend  it,  ferved  to  render  that  mea- 
fnre  more  intolerably  grievous  to 
the  people.  Jt  was  faid,  and  feem* 
ingly  upon  good  grounds,  that  it 
anfwered  no  beneficial  or  ufeful 
purpofe  whatever.  It  neither  ap- 
peared then,  nor  fince,  that  the 
French  armaments  were  deferred  or 
laid  by,  through  the  want  of  Irifh 
provifions ;  and  their  Weft  India 
illands  were  fo  far  from  being  ru- 
ined upon  that  account,  that  it  was 
well  known  that  they  were  fup- 
plied  upon  as  good  terms  as  our 
illands  with  many  articles. 

So  far,  they  alledged  as  to  the 
point  of  benefit.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Irifh  beheld  with  grief 
and  difmay,  that  the  northern  parts 
of  Germany,  and  other  countries 
adjoining  to  the  Baltic,  were  with 
great  avidity  preparing  to  grafp  at 
that  beneficial  trade,  which  was 
flipping  out  of  their  hands.  They 
had  already  begun  the  experiment ; 
werefparing  no  induftry  or  ex- 
pence,  in  procuring  proper  fait  for 
the  purpofe,  and  proper  perfons  for 
inftrucling  them  in  the  art  of  curing 
and  packing  their  beef,  and  had 
even  fent  fome  confiderable  quan- 
tities of  it  to  the  French  market. 
Although  thefe  fa m pies  could  not 
come  in  any  degree  of  competition 
with  the  Irifh  beef  in  point  of 
goodnefs,  yet  the  attempt,  or  even 
the  idea,  was  exceedingly  alarm- 
ing. The  vaft  profits  which  the 
fupply  would  afford,  through  the 
lownefe  of  rents,   and  the  cheap* 


GISTER,  1779. 

nefs  of  cattle  in  thofe  countries-, 
would  induce  great  improvements 
both  in  the  articles  of  feeding  and 
curing ;  and  there  are  few  igno- 
rant, that  a  branch  of  trade  once 
loft  or  transferred,  is  fcarcely  ever 
recoverable.  To  render  all  thefe 
circum fiances  of  lofs  and  appre- 
heofion  the  more  vexatious  and 
grievous,  it  was  univerfally  faid  in 
that  country,  and  not  without  fome 
confiderable  concurrence  both  of 
words  and  opinions  in  this,  that 
the  fource  of  all  thefe  mifchiefs 
was  nothing  more  or  lefs  than  a 
job,  which  owed  its  creation,  or  at 
ieaft  its  continuance,  merely  to  the 
defign  of  throwing  immenfe  for- 
tunes into  the  hands  of  fome  fa- 
vourite contractors.  Nor  was  it  of 
any  avail,  how  unfounded  this  opi- 
nion might  poffibly  be  ;  the  effedt 
was  the  fame,  as  if  it  had  been  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  fir  me  ft  authority. 

Such  an  unhappy  combination 
of  things,  muft  have  generated 
difcontent  in  any  people ;  but 
there  were  fome  local  and  peculiar 
circumflances  relative  to  Ireland, 
which,  exclufive  of  the  ii/ernal 
weaknefs,  proceeding  from  vices  in 
her  government,  and  the  former 
(hackles  on  her  trade,  ferved  to 
render  the  calamity  more  fudden 
and  conclufive,  than  it  might  have 
been  perhaps  in  fome  others. 

The  rent  of  lands  in  Ireland, 
within  the  laft  thirty  years,  had 
been  very  much  increafed.  Al- 
though this  rife  in  the  rents,  muft 
have  been  generally  fupported  by 
the  prices  given  in  thofe  markets 
which  took  off  the  produce  of  she 
lands ;  yet  it  was  aiiVrted  by  thofe 
who  were  acquainted  with  that 
country,  that  competition,  and  the 
fpirit  of  fpeculation,  which  had 
lately  produced  fuch  pernicious-  ef« 
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lefts  in  both  kingdoms,,  had  their 
fharein  the  rife.  This  fpeculation 
failing,  and  the  competition  along 
with  it,  lands  fell ;  the  land  owner 
was  diftreffed,  the  farmer  ruined ; 
and  a  very  general  failure  of  all 
credit  enfued.  •■ 

Under  thefe  unhappy  circum- 
dances,  the  exceedingly  numerous 
populace  of  that  country,  (where 
the  middle  rank  of  life  is  but 
thinly  fcattered)  confiding  of  the 
labouring  and  manufacturing  part 
of  the  community,  were  turned 
adrift,  without  employment,  and 
confequently  deftitute  of  all  the 
neceflaries  of  life.  Although  all 
the  means  were  ufed,  which  great 
and  numerous  acts  of  private  cha- 
rity, and  liberal  public  fubferip- 
tions,  could  poffibly  reach  to,  for 
alleviating  this  dreadful  calamity, 
and  that  20,000  poor,  were  faid 
to  have  been  daily  and  charitably 
fed,  for  fome  corjfiderable  time,  in 
the  city  of  Dublin  only,  yet  all 
thefe  efforts  could  only  cover  a 
fmall  part  of  the  evil,  and  it  was 
evident,  that  nothing  lefs  than 
employment  could  procure  that 
fubfiftence,  which  their  daily  la- 
bour had  hitherto  fo  ufefully  pro- 
vided. 

It  is  probable  that  much  of  the 
extremity  of  this  diftrefs,  had 
arifen  from  that  fluctuation  in  the 
ftate  of  commerce,  which  hap- 
pens in  the  bell  of  times.  But 
the  effects  of  this  fluctuation,  be- 
ing fuperadded  to  the  peculiar  ca- 
lamities of  the  time,  funk  deeply 
into  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
that  kingdom.  Of  courfe,  it  cal- 
led on  the  attention  of  many  in 
this ;  though  not  fo  early,  nor 
with  fo  much  fyflem  on  the  part 
of  government,  as  could  bewiflied. 
The   bufioefs   was,    however,    in 


fome  degree  brought  forward  be* 
fore  the  holidays,  by  three  mcm-» 
bers  of  the  Houfe  of  Common*, 
who  derived  their  titles  from,  and 
whofe  fortunes  principally  lay  in 
that  kingdom.  •  Tfeey  ftated  in 
ftrong  colours  the  diftrefTes  of  that 
people,  and  fhewed  the  neceffity  tx» 
our  (elves  of  affording  them  fpeedy 
and  fubftantial  relief,  which  cook!, 
as  they  after  ted,  only  be  done,  to 
any  effect,  by  removing  thofe  im- 
politic restrictions  on  their  trade* 
which  owed  their  rife  merely  to 
the  narrow  fpirit  of  monopoly, 
operating  npon  miitaken  notions 
of  all  true  commercial  principles ; 
thefe  reft rict ion f  being,  in  reality, 
as  contrary  to  the  real  interefts  of 
this  country,  as  they  were  abfo* 
lutely  ruinous  to  Ireland.  They 
accordingly  gave  notice,  that  they 
would  after  the  holidays  move  for 
a  bill  or  bills,  for  granting  com* 
mercial  relief  to  that  country. 

Notwithstanding  this  opening; 
feveral  things  feemed  to  be  wanting 
to  afford  a  profpect  of  fuccefs  to 
the  propofed  meafure.  It  was  to 
be  lamented  that  no  regular  plan 
had  been  formed,  either  with  re- 
fpect  to  the  precife  nature,  or  to 
the  extent,  of  the  relief  which 
was  to  be  propofed  or  expected. 
The  minifter  took  no  part  in  the 
bufinefs.  Thofe  of  the  oppofition 
who  fupported  the  relief  to  Ire- 
land in  a  former  feffion,  fupported 
the  prefent  bill. 

We  fli'all  bring  together  in  one 
point  of  view,  without  regard  to 
time  or  occafion,  a  few  of  the 
reafons  that  were  urged  at  the  dif- 
ferent periods  in  which  this  bufi- 
nefs was  agitated,  whether  in  fup- 
port  or  oppofition  to  the  propofed 
meafure^  It  was  contended  on  the 
one  fide,  that  leaving  all  ideas  of 
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liberality  and  of  juftice  out  0/  the 
queftion,  we  were  now  impelled 
by  abfolute  neceffity — by  a  regard 
to  our  own  prefent  fecurity,  and 
future  prefervation,  to  cberifh  and 
preferve  the  remaining  parts  of 
the  empire,  and  to  concentrate  all 
the  people,  in  one  common  bond 
of  union  and  defence,  which  could 
only  be  done,  by  a  general  com- 
munion of  inter  efts,  and  partici- 
pation of  benefits.  That  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  expe&ed,  and  had 
the  ilrongell  right  to  expect  re- 
lief. That  this  was  no  time,  after 
the  heavy  lofs  of  our  colonies,  and 
of  our  American  commerce,  to 
hazard  that  of  our  filter  kingdom, 
whether  by  invafion  or  reparation, 
one  of  which  was  already  threa- 
tened, and  the  other  equally  to 
be  apprehended,  if  we  did  not 
fpeedily  afford  that  relief  which 
was  expe&ed,  and  now  pro po fed. 

For,  they  faid,  that  however 
exemplary  and  invincible  the  loy- 
alty of  Ireland  had  hitherto  been, 
and  however  finguiar  her  long  en- 
during fufferings,  patience,  and 
forbearance,  there  were  certain 
fixed  limits  to  thofe  qualities  and 
difpofitions  of  the  mind,  beyond 
which  human  nature  was  utterly 
incapable  of  palling ;  and  was 
even  liable  to  the  danger  of  re- 
coiling with  great  violence  in  the 
attempt.  .But  if  neither  of  thofe 
dreaded  events,  of  feparation  or 
conqueft,  mould  take  place,  and 
that  we  mould  it  ill  retain  the  in- 
glorious and  unprofitable  boa  ft,  of 
remaining  the  fole  tyrants  of  the 
foil,  we  fhould  even  in  that  cafe, 
infallibly  lofe  all  that  could  ft  amp 
any  value  upon  it, — we  fhould  lofe 
the  inhabitants.  For  it  was  evi- 
dent, that  as  foon  as  a  peace  took 
place!  if  Our  oppreffion,  and  their 


miferies  confequently  ftill  con* 
tinued,  the  people  of  Ireland 
would  inevitably,  under  the  im- 
pulfe  of  the  fir  ft  law  of  nature, 
emigrate  to  America ;  whither 
they  would  convey  their  manu- 
factures,, arts,  and  their  induftry. 
It  was  /already  too  well  known, 
that  the  American  armies  were 
principally  recruited,  and  their 
beft  troops  in  a  great  degree  com- 
pofed,  of  thofe  unhappy  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  who  being*  driven 
from  their  country  by  want  and 
oppreffion,  were  compelled,  under 
an  equal  neceffity,  to  take  up  arms 
in  a  quarrel,  in  which  they  had  no 
natural  intereft,  and  to  fhed  their 
blood  in  a  conteft  with  their  friends 
and  brethren. 

They  ftated  that  the  Iriih  were 
our  beft  cuftomers  in  many  great 
articles  of  our  merchandize  and 
manufactures ;  they  fhewed  the 
great  wealth,  with  the  additional 
ftrength  and  power  which  we  had 
fo  long  derived  from  that  coun- 
try ;  they  endeavoured  to  demon- 
ftrate,  the  infinitely  greater  ad- 
vantages of  every  kind  which  fhe 
was  capable  of  affording,  under  a 
wife  and  liberal  fyftem  of  govern- 
ment ;  and  infifted,  that  the  fruits 
of  every  benefit  we  afforded  to  her 
in  commerce,  would  come  back  to 
ourfelves  with  accumulated  intereft. 
To  jufti fy  their  various  afTertions, 
and  eftablifh  their  fads,  they  had 
moved  for  various  papers,  from 
which  they  (hewed,  That  the  ex- 
ports from  England  to  Ireland,  on 
an  average  of  ten  years,  amounted 
to  2,057,0001.  yearly, — That  the 
exports  from  Ireland  into  Eng- 
land, upon  an  average  of  the  fame 
time,  did  not  exceed  1,353,000!. 
by  the  year. — That  confequently, 
the  balance  of  trade  in  favour  of 

Eng- 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.      t"7 


England,  exceeded  (even  millions 
tterling  in  iha:  time.— That  (his 
was  exclufive  of  the  immente  Turns 
drawn  from  tint  country  every 
year  under  the  following  heads  — 
viz.  Rents  to  abicntees— I'enfuins, 
and  the  emolument-  of  places  to 
thofe  who  never  (aw  the  country — 
Appeals  in  law  and  equity — Bufi- 
Dels  and  pleafure. 

They  alfo  (hewed,  that  the  de- 
crease of  the  exports  from  England 
to  Ireland,  during  the  lalt  two 
years  of  calamity  in  that  country, 
amounted,  upon  an  average,  to 
no  left  than  716,000!.  per  year. 
From  thence  they  argued  the  pro- 
digiouilof*  to  the  revenue,  as  well 
as  to  the  trade  and  manufactures  of 
this  country,  which  mud  proceed 
from  a  continuance,  and  a  confe- 
quent  increafe,  of  the  dillrcires  of 
that  country.  They  concluded  by 
alking,  whether  fnch  a  country, 
and  fuch  benefits  as  we  derived 
fiapt it.  were  to  be  wantonly  played 
»"  "^S  ,-nminittcd  to  unnecef- 
Tand  rikjucr  If  it 
'pubt,  wh 
Ml  a  jult  ai 


On    the  other  fide,  it  was  mc 

believed  that  the  diftrrflei  of  Ire- 
land were  fu  great  »  they  W 
been  reprcfentcd  ;  hot  if  the  mt- 
lancncly     defcriptic 


ributed   t 


fo   1 


the  trade-lam  Bert; 
as  to  mal-adminiftration  itee; 
to  faults  in  the  internal  Koiiinv- 
tion  of  their  government,  ad  3 
general  tnifmanagemeiiE  in  ir 
con.,uft  of  their  affair*.  Tbmt 
were  matters  which  JhauU  !a>  » 

without  that,  no  fi_ 
could1  be  afforded. 
that  the  unhappy  a 
the  American  war  * 
in  both  1 
bore  no  more  flag  k 
calamity;  thttrx 
famiihing,  arai 
ftarving  ;  aVnra 
cheapnefi  er*  jaar 
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fender  of  thofe  advantages  in  trade, 
which  they  considered  as  their 
birthright. 

The  firft  proportions  held  out 
in  favour  of  Ireland,  although 
not  fpecifically  applied  or  moved 
for,  went  to  the  granting  of  her 
a  general  exportation,  in  all  mat- 
ters, except  with  refpect  to  her 
Woollens,  (that  article  being  reck- 
oned too  facred,  to  be  yet  meddled 
with) — The  eftablifhment  of  a 
cotton  manufactory,  under  that 
right; — with  a  liberty  of  trading 
to  and  from  America,  the  Weft- 
Indies,  and  the  coaft  of  Africa. 
But  thefe  being  thought,  on  the 
other  fide,  too  ^general  and  ex- 
tenfive,  as  well  as  too  alarming 
to  the  manufacturers  here,  they 
were  by  degrees  narrowed,  until 
at  length,  Lord  Newhaven,  who 
conducted  this  builnefs  in  the  de- 
tail, entered  into  a  kind  of  com-* 
promife,  on  the  15  th  of  February, 
to  give  up  the  general  outline  of 
relief,  and  to  confine  himfelf  to 
fome  particular  and  fpecific  pro-, 
pofition.  He  accordingly  moved, 
on  the  10th  of  March,  that  the 
Houfe  mould  (on  a  given  day) 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee,  to 
take  into  coniideration  the  acts  of 
parliament  relating  to  the  impor- 
tation of  fugars  from  the  Weft  In- 
dies into  Ireland. 

The  object  of  this  motion,  was 
to  repeal  that  claufe  in  the  act  of 
navigation,    by   which   all   ihips 
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laden  with  fugars,  were  compelled 
to  bring  their  cargoes  directly  to 
England,  from  whence  the  quan* 
tity  neceftary  for  the  confumption 
of  that  country,  was  afterwards  to 
be  *e-exported  to  Ireland.  As 
the  minifter  had  ftill  kept  himfelf 
clear  of  the  bufinefs,  the.  queftion 
was  fairly  and  coolly  debated  on 
both  fides,  without  any  other  ap- 
pearance of  party,  than  what 
merely  arofe  from  the  locality  of 
representation ;  and  after  a  full^dif- 
cuflion,  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  47  to  42. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  clamour 
without  doors  had  been  much 
fainter,  and  the  oppofhion  from 
the  manufacturing  diftricts  weaker, 
than  they  had  been  in  the  pre- 
ceding fe&on,  and  than  had  been 
now  expected.  Glafgow  and  Man- 
chefter,  however,  petitioned  ;  and 
the  minifter's  late  warm  partizans 
in  both,  began  now  to  accufe 
him  of  the  duplicity,  which  they 
charged  to  his  prefent  fyftem  of 
neutrality.  This  eta m our  and  re- 
proach fuddenly  brought  him  to 
a  determination  ;  and  fetting  hit 
face  totally  againft  the  propofed 
relief,  it  was  accordingly  rejected 
upon  a  clofe  divifion  ;  the  queftion 
for  the  fpeaker's  quit- Mifch  gh 
ting  the  chair,  in  or- 
der that  the  Houfe  might,  on  the 
day  appointed,  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee,  being  loft  only  by  a 
majority  of  62  to  58. 


CHAP, 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.        [129 


C    HA    P. 


VII. 


Rebates  on  the  army  extraordinariei.  Motion  for  printing  the  eftimates  rt» 
jetted  upon  a  divifton.  Committee  on  Eaft  India  affairs,  Refolutioni 
moved  for  and  carried,  relative  to  the  violence  committed  on  the  late  Lord 
Pigot  in  bis  government.  Motion  for  profecuting  certain  members  of  toe 
late  council  at  Madrafs,  agreed  to.  Mr.  Foxs  motion,  for  the  removal 
of  the  fir  ft  lord  of  the  admiralty  from  that  department,  is,  after  long 
debates,  rejecled  upon  a  divifton.  Committee  of  enquiry  into  the  condutit 
of  the  American  war.  Amendment  moved  to  the  motion  for  the  examina- 
tion of  Earl  Corn<wallist  by  the  "minifter,  and  carried  upon  a  divifton  in 
the  committee.  Amended  motion  then  put,  and  rejecled  upon  a  divifton* 
Third  motion  rejecled.  TranfaQions  in  the  committee,  difcujfed  in  the 
Houfe,  and  refcinded.  Committee  revived.  Earl  Cornvjallis,  and  othet 
lA/itneffes  examined,  in  behalf  of  Lord  and  Sir  William  <Hov*e.  Counter 
evidence  propofed,  and  agreed  to*  In  the  interim,  General  Burgoyne's 
evidence  brought  forvuard  and  examined.  Counter  evidence  examined* 
Committee  fuddenly  diffblved. 


THE  large  amount  of  the 
army  extraordinaries  in  the 
preceding  year/  which  exceeded 
two  millions,  and,  was  faid,  to 
have  about  doubled  the  charge  un- 
der the  fame  head,  during  any 
year  of  the  late  glorious  war^ 
when  our  military  operations  were 
conducted  with  fuch  vigour  and 
effect,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
world,  occafioned  much  complaint 

Tv/r     i_       j    and    cenfure   on    the 
March  22a*  r  ,      c  .  r  . 

fide  or  theoppoiition> 

and  a  motion  from  Sir  P.  j.  Clerke, 

that  the  account  mould  be  printed 

for  the  ufe  of  the  members.     He 

obferved  in  fupport  of  the  motion, 

that  from  the  great  length  of  the 

eftimate,    the  fingle  copy  on    the 

table  could  not  be  read,  much  lefs 

examined    or    comprehended,    by 

one  tenth  of  the   members,  until 

the  queftion   was   brought   before 

them   in   debate,  and  a  refolution 

propofed    to  be   paiTed    blindfold 

upon  it.     He  faid  farther,  that  in 

a  matter  of  fuch  importance  to  the 

Vol.  XXII. 


public  at  large,  in  which  every 
man  without  doors  as  well  as 
within  was  immediately  concerned* 
it  was  fair  and  neceflary,  that  they 
fhould  know  the  manner  in  which 
fuch  immenfe  fums  of  their  money 
were  difpofed  of. . 

The  miniiier  oppofed  the  mo- 
tion, as  new,  unprecedented,  and 
directly  Contrary  to  the  practice  of 
the  Houfe.  The  eftimate  was  a 
matter  which  undoubtedly  con- 
cerned the  public  ;  but  he  could 
by  no  means  admit,  that  it  was 
therefore  to  be  fubroitted  to  the 
difcuffion  of  the  populace,  and  of 
the  coffee- houfe  readers  of  news- 
papers. The  real  public,  were; 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  commons 
of  England  in  that  Houfe  ;  they 
had  a  right  to  information  ;  but 
he  would  never  allow*  that  thtf 
people  without  doors  had  any  fuch 
right.  He  alfo  faid,  that  al- 
though he  was  not  prepared  td 
anfwer  it  precifely,  he  was  fully 
perfuaded  and  confident,  that  tha 

[/}  affsN 
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aflertion  was  not  founded,  of  the 
prefent  account  of  exttaordinaries, 
exceeding  that  of  any  year  of  the 
late  war.  But  it  was,  however, 
to  be  remembered,  that  the  vail 
diftance  of  the  feat  of  action,  mult 
neceiTarily  enhance  the  expences  of 
t*ie  prefent  war. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  noble 
lord  was  deli  red  to  recoiled,  that 
if  the  motion  was  new  and  unpre- 
cedented, fo  were  likewife  the  na<- 
ture,  the  conduct,  and  the  confe- 
rences, fo  far  as  the  latter  had 
yet  appeared,  of  that  war  to  which 
the  requifition  related.  They  faid, 
that  the  prefent  enormous  ac- 
count of  more  than  two  millions, 
was  a  matter  not  onlf  of  the  molt 
alarming  nature,  but  which  went 
directly  home  to  every  man  in 
England  ;  it  as  materially  affected 
thole  without,  as  thofe  within  that 
Houfc.  The  whole  body  of  the 
people  of  England,  whom  the 
ftoble  lord  politely  refrained  from 
calling  a  mob,  but  whom  he  de- 
fignated  under  the  terms  of  j>o- 
pulace,  and  coffet-bo"fe  readers,  were 
the  very  identical  perfon*,  who 
were  to  pay  this,  enormous  ac- 
count of  extraordinaries,  and  who 
feemed  therefore  to  have  fome 
right  to  be  informed,  and  even 
fatisfied,  as  to  the  expenditure  of 
their  own  mofiey.  They  faid, 
that  the  extraordinaries  charged  on 
this  account,  amounted  to  very 
near  40J.  a  man,  exclufive  of  the 
Handing  pay,  clothes,  arms,  and 
ammunition,  of  all  who  had 
ferved  in  the  American  army, 
during  the  year  1778;  and  that 
this  enormous  expence  was  in* 
curred  in  a  year,  not  only  diftin- 
cuilhed  either  for  inactivity,  or  ill 
Siccefs ;  but  in  which  this  country 
had  not  near  fo  many  foldiers  to 
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maintain  in  America,  as  (he  had  in 
the  two  preceding,  when  the  charge 
under  this  head,  did  not  reach  to 
within  a  million  of  the  prefent  ac- 
count. 

The  minifter,  and  his  friends* 
controverted  fome  of  the  facts  and 
calculations  made  on  the  other 
fide.  He  obferved  particularly, 
that  the  raft  diftance  of  the  field 
of  action,  placed  him  under  a  ne- 
ceflity  of  anfwering  the  bills  drawn 
upon  him  when  they  came;  as 
without  that  degree  of  confidence 
on  the  fide  of  government,  with 
refpect  to  thofe  who  were  en- 
truited  with  the 'care  and  iupply 
of  the  army,  it  would  be  im* 
poffible  to  conduct  fo  vafr.  and 
complex  a  buiinefs.  He  allowed* 
that  he  could  not  poflibly  anfwer 
for  the  fpecific  application  of  the 
extraordinaries ;  but  he  had  no 
doubt  that  they  were  properly  ap- 
plied ;  and  if  it  mould  happen  in 
any  particular  in  ft  a  ace  to  be 
other  wife,  the  error*  imposition* 
or  peculation,  would  be  readily 
difcovered,  and  fpeedily  redreiTed* 
when  the  particular  accounts  were* 
in  due. time,  received  and.  exa- 
mined, 

He  (lill  perfifted  in  objecting  ta 
the  printing  of  the  eilimates ;  and 
the  queflion  being  put,  the  mo-* 
tion  was  rejected  Upon  a  divifion, 
by  a  majority  of  i$o  to  104.— 
The  fubjeel  of  the  extraordinaries 
was,  however,  productive  of  much 
fubfequent  difcuifion,  as  well  with 
refpect  to  particular  articles  of  the 
charge,  as  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
whole,  and  the  indecency,  which 
was  charged  in  very  fev&e  terms, 
of  pa  fling  fo  enormous  a  fntn  in 
the  lump,  by  a  fingle  vote,  without 
examination,  and  that  done  at  a 
late  hoar,  and  in  a  thin  Houfe. 

The 
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in 


*  •i.^»i.  The  Houfe  bein8  im 
April  16th.   a  committee  on  |aft 

India  affairs,  foon  after  the  E  after 
recefs,  Admiral  Pigot  entered  into 
a  detail  of  the  caufes  which  led  to, 
and  the  ctrcumltances  which  at* 
tended,  the  appointment  of  his 
brother,  the  late,  Lord  Pigot,  ta 
the  government  and  prefidentfhip 
of  Madrafs.  Having  ftated,  that 
the  great  objects  and  views  of  the 
Company  in  that  appointment, 
were,  in  the  firft  place,  the  re- 
storation of  the  King  of  Tanjore 
to  the  throne  and  dominions  of  his 
anceftors ;— in  the  fecond,  the  pur- 
suit of  fach  meafures  as,  would  re- 
train the  rapacity  and  ambition  df 
the  nabob,  from  breaking  out 
into  fach  future  ads  of  violence 
and  injuftice; — and  in  the  laft,  to 
endeavour  to  counteract  and  re- 
medy that  qndue,  alarming,  and 
dangerous  influence,  which  that 
nabob  had  fo  fuccefs fully  and 
glaringly  elfablifhed,  in  the  Eng- 
lish council  and  government  in 
that  feulement. 

He  then  proceeded  in  a  con- 
nected and  regular  detail,  to  fhew 
the  meafures  pdrfued  by  the  late 
lord,  for  anfwering  the  purpofes, 
and  attaining  the  objects,  pro- 
pofed  by  his  appointment ;  as  alfo 
the  confequences  of  thofe  mea- 
fures; taking  in,  of  courfe,  the 
feftoration  of  the  King  of  Tan- 
jore, the  approbation  of  the  coun- 
cil to  that  meafure,  the  fubfequsnt 
revolution  at  Madrafs,  the  violent 
feizare  and  confinement  of  Lord 
Pigot's  perfon,  under  a  great  and 
dnufaai  military  guard,  thofe 
marked  and  (triking  circumftances 
which  attended  his  long  imprifon- 
raent,  and  his  death  finally,  in  the 
hands  of  the  confpirators* 

While  he   (hewed  the  greatell 


fympathy   in   defcribing  the   fufr 
ferings  and  death  of  his  brother; 
the    affection    and    warmth    with 
which  he  vindicated  his  conduct 
and  character,  and  dated  his  ua* 
common  public  and  private  vir- 
tues, was  no  lefs  laudable.      Oil 
that  ground;  to  fhew  the  clear  up- 
rightness and  immoveable  integrity 
of  the  late  lord,  he  dated,  that  hi 
had  been  offered  ten  lacks  of  (*s> 
goda's,    to  withold*    only   for  1 
fliort  given  time,  the  reinftatement 
of  the    King   of  Tanjore;    that 
upon  his  refufal,  an  additional  of- 
fer of  five  lacks  more  was  mad* 
and    refufed ;    the    whole    bribe, 
amounting  in  value  to  about   fit 
hundred  thoofand  pounds  in  Eng- 
lilfc  fterling  money.     As  a  farther 
proof  and  illuftration  of  this  clean* 
nefs    of  hand    and   integrity    of 
heart,  and  how  far  the  fate  lord 
was  fuperidr  to  chat  general  cor- 
ruption, which  (he  faid)  faps  the 
whole  foundation  of  the  company's 
trade  and  government  at  Madrafs, 
he  (hewed  that  b4  died  fo  little  en- 
riched by   his   then   government* 
that  his  fon-in-law,  Mr.  Monck- 
ton,  had  been  under  a  neceffity  of 
felling  all  his  houfes  and  effects  in 
India,  in  order   to  difcharge   the 
debts    which   he   had    contracted 
there.      And  yet,    faid  he,   what 
was  the  return  he  received  for  thia 
Angular  conduct?    for  having  no 
fin  gle  object  in  view  while  he  was 
in   India  but  the   intefefts  of  the 
company,    and   a   punctual   com- 
pliance, at  all  hazards,  with  their 
infractions?  His  perfonal  freedom; 
was  violently  and  difgracefully  in- 
vaded ;  and  after  he  had  beenjfirft 
deprived  of  his  liberty,  and  that 
his  life  feem4d  for  many  months 
to  have  been  fufpended  only  by  a 
fingle  hair,  he  was  at  length  de- 
{I]  2  prived 
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prived  of  that  alfo. — Would   any 
man  pretend  to  fay  how? 

Although  the  countenance  of  the 
committee  did  not  feem  to  indi- 
cate any  doubt,  with  refpect  to  the 
fads  or  circumflances  relating  to 
the  late  tranfactions  at  Madrafs, 
the  admiral  defired  leave  to  call  a 
Jingle,  but  efFential  evidence  to 
the  bar,  in  order  to  afford  a  clear 
demonftration  of  the  glaring  at- 
tempts which  were  made  to  in- 
fluence and  corrupt  the  council, 
and  to  bring  them  over  to  fupport 
the  nabob  in  his  defigns,  in  direct 
oppofition  to  the  orders,  as  well 
as  to  the  intentions  of  the  com- 
pany. 

The  gentleman  brought  forward 
upon  this  occafion  was  a  Mr.  Daw- 
fon,  who  was  one  of  the  council 
of  Madrafs,  previous  to,  and 
during  the  time  of  the  revolution 
in  that  government.  His  evidence 
went  directly  to  perfonal  applica- 
tions made, to  him  at  different 
times  by  the  nabob's  fon,  and,  as 
he  underftood  and  prefumed,  on 
the  part  of  his  father.  That  on 
one  of  thefe  occasions,  he  had 
been  offered  by  likn  a  fpecific 
bribe,  amounting  to  a  confiderable 
fum  of  money,  only  for  flaying 
away  for  one  particular  day  from 
the  council,  on  which  a  queftion 
of  consequence  relative  to  Tanjore 
was  to  be  agitated.  And,  that 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces,  who  was  likewife  high  in 
the  council,  had  advifed  him  to 
abfent  himfelf  on  that  day,  as  was 
defired.  He  faid,  at  firft,  that  his 
memory  did  not  ferve  him  to  fix 
exactly  the  precife  fum  which  had 
been  offered  as  a  bribe ;  but  that 
he  was  fure,  it  was  at  leaf!  a  lack 
of  rupees;  (which  amounts  to 
about    12, cool.)       Towards    the 


clofe  of  his  examination,  he,  How- 
ever, declared  pofitively,  that  the 
fum  offered  was  a  lack  of  pagodas^ 
(about  40,0001.)  and  not  a  lack  of 
rupees. 

'  Admiral  Pigot  then  moved  three 
refolutions,  dating  the  matters  of 
fact,  relative  to  the  violence  firft 
committed,  and  afterwards  con- 
tinued to  his  death,  on  the  perfon 
of  George  Lord  Pigot,  a  member 
of  that  Houfe,  in  nis  arreft  and 
confinement  by  and  under  a  mili- 
tary force.— The  names  of  "the  felf- 
created  council,  the  revolution 
they  effected,  and  the  orders  they 
had  i fined  to  the  military  on  that 
occafion. — And,  the  orders  iffued 
by  the  company  from  hence,  for  the 
trial  by  courts-martial  of  thofe  of- 
ficers, who  had  arretted  and  con- 
fined, under  a  military  force,  their 
governor  and  commander  in  chief*, 
the  late  lord. 

Although  on  a  former  difcuflion 
of  this  fubject,  the  minifter  had 
feemed  little  difpofed  to  counte- 
nance any  thing  fimilar  to  the 
motions  now  made,  yet  on.  the 
pre  fern  occafion,  he  appeared  fi> 
fenfible  of  the  fixed  opinion,  and 
general  difpofition  of  the  Houfe 
upon  this  fubject,  that  he  made  no 
direct  oppofition  to  the  refolutions ; 
and  only  objected  to  thofe  words 
in  the  firft, — "  being  a  member  of 
"  this  Houfe,"  which,  ne  faid, 
as  no  breach  of  privilege  was  com- 
plained of,  might  better  be  omit- 
ted. This  objection  was  not,  how-- 
ever,  liftened  to  ;;  and  the  three  re- 
folutions were  feparately  carried,, 
nemine  con  trad  icente. 

The  admiral  then  made  his  con- 
cluding motion  for  an  addrefs,— • 
"  Praying  his  Majefly,  that  he 
"  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to* 
"give  directions  to  his  attorrey- 

"  general,. 
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«*•*  general,  to  profecute  George 
*«  Stratton,  Henry  Brooke,  Charles 
"  Floyer,  and  George  Mackay, 
"  Efquires,  for  ordering  their  go- 
<(  vernorand  commander  in  chief, 
*'  George  Lord  Pigot,  tfc.be,  ar- 
"  refled  and  confined  under,*  mi- 
"  litary  forces  they  being  re- 
"  turned  to  England,  and  now 
-"  within  the  jurifdiction  of  his 
*l  Majefty's  courts  of  Weftminfter 
"  Hall."' 

Ic  was  remarkable,  that  the  firft 
gentleman  named  in  the  addrefs# 
and  who  had  been  the  principal 
mover  and  actor  in  the  revolution 
at  Madrafs,  was,  at  this  critical 
inftant  of  time,  perfonally  prefent 
in  his  place,  as  a  member  of  the 
Houfe  of'jCommons,  to  which  he 
had  been  lately  returned ;  thereby 
verifying  the  prediction  which  had 
been  thrown  out  by  a  -celebrated 
member  of  the  oppolition,  at  the 
time  that  this  bufinefs  was  formerly 
agitated  in  parliament.  That  gen- 
tleman, accordingly   entered   into 


1*33 

and  government:  of  the  naval  de- 
partment, propofed  by  Mr.  Fox, 
had  hitherto  met  with,  that  gen- 
tleman feemed  determined  not.  yet 
to  abandon  his  purfuit,  and  to 
bring  forward  the  aggregate  of 
thofe  facts,  real  or  prefumed,  con* 
tained  in  all  the  former,  as  the 
foundation  of  a  new  motion,  which 
mould  be  rendered  conclufive  by 
going  directly  to  its  object.  Having 
accordingly  given  the  ufual  pre- 
liminary notice  before  the  Eafter 
recefs  of  his  intention,  he  moved 
an  addrefs  to  the  throne,  for  the 
removal,  of  the  Earl  .  .,  . 
of  Sandwich  from  his  '  ™  9  • 
Majefty's  prefence,  councils,  and 
fervice,  on  account  of  mifconduct 
in  his  office,  as  firft  commiffioner 
of  the  admiralty,  and  of  the  gei» 
neral  ill  date  of  the  navy  at  the 
mod  critical  feafons  under  his  ad- 
tainiftratioa. 

As  the  mode  of  proceeding 
feemed  new,  and  lay'  open  to  the 
following    difficult    train    of  ob- 


fome  defence   and  judication  of    jection  and  reafoning,  viz.    Have 


his  own  conduct,  as  well  as  that 
of  his  colleagues ;  refting  princi- 
pally upon  the  neceffity  of  the  mea- 
sure, through  the  violent  and  ar- 
bitrary acts  which  he  attributed  to 
Lord  Pigot ;  and  dating  the  ap- 
probation which  it  received  from 
the  governor  and  council  of  Bengal, 
as  evidence  of  its  propriety.  This 
vindication  produced,  however,  fo 
little  effect,  that  the  prefent  mo* 


not  the  prefumed  fads,  the  mo- 
tives, and  circumstances,  which 
are  now  laid  down  as  firm  ground 
to  proceed  on,  been  already  urged, 
and  already  rejected,  by  as  many 
diftinct  negatives  when  they  were;, 
leparately  propofed?  Shall  we  now 
agree  to  come  to  a  general  vote  of 
cenfure  upon  an  aceufation,  which 
has  been  negatived  in  all  its  con* 
ftitaent  parts  ?  And   (hall    we,  as 


tion  was  carried  as  unanimouUy  as    judges,  proceed  to    a  direct   cen- 
the  preceding ;  and  the  Houfe  be-     fure,  and  confequent  punifhment, 


ing  then  refumed„  the  report  was 
immediately  received  from  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  refolutions  without 
any  delay  confirmed. 

Notwithstanding  the  con ftant  re- 
jection, which  the  various  refolu- 
xions  of  cenfure  upon  the  conduct 


of  the  party  accuied,  after  we  have 
already  declared  to  all  the  world, 
that  not  one  of  the  allegation* 
againft  him  is  true? — Mr.  Fox  en- 
deavoured wirh  his  ufual  ability  to 
combat  thefe  objections,  and  to 
leflen  their  future  effect,  by  taking 
J7]  3  them 
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them  op  before  they  were  directly 
applied. 

H  argued,  that  although  the 
Houfe  did  not  concur  in  a  vote  of 
cenfure  on  any  one  of  the  feparate 
grounds  of  accutation,  it  might 
well  concur  upon  the  whole  charge 
collectively  taken.  The  great  watte 
of  (he  pubhc  money,  the  impofi- 
tion  on  the  iration,  and  the  lofs 
And  danger  which  it  had  fuftained, 
through  the  mifreprefentationsv 
And  del u five  promijes  held  out  by 
the  noble  lord  in  queftion,  our 
Inadequate  ft  ate  of  defence  in  the 
preceding  month  of  June,  the  neg- 
lect of  reinforcing  Lord  Howe,  at 
a  time  when  the  fate  of  our  Ame- 
rican fleet,  army,  and  of  our  (hare 
Or  hope  in  that  continent,  nearly 
depended  upon  it,  with  the  aban- 
doning of  our  trade  and  fort  re  (Fes 
in  the  Mediterranean,  might  none 
of  them  fingly,  any  more  than  of 
the  other  articles  of  accufation 
which  had  been  brought  forwards, 
contain  fufficient  caufeof  removal, 
in  the  opinion  of  a  majority  in 
that  Houfe  ;  but  taking  them  in 
the  aggregate,  they  would  furniQi 
matter  well  worthy  of  the  vote  of 
cenfure  which  he  propofed,  on  the 
dear  ground,  of  wilful  neglect,  or 
Of  grofs  incapacity. 

The  reafon  of  fuch  a  mode  of  de,. 
termining  upon  a  complex  charge, 
fce  faid,  was  obvious,  and  came 
plainly  and  fully  within  the  inqui- 
sitorial power  of  the  Houfe.  The 
Houfe  was  competent  to  enquire, 
to  examine,  and  to  cenfure.  f  hey 
fright  accufe,  but  could  not  punifh. 
When  criminal  charges,  reciting 
fpecific  offences,  were  made,  they 
could  only  be  decided  upon  in 
courts  of  criminal  juftice.  On 
thefe  occafions  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
Urotw,  upon  impeachments,  ad  as 

6 


the  grand  inqueffc  of  the  nation. 
The  prefent  proceeding  was  of  a 
different  nature,  and  not  having  a 
fhadow  of  criminality  attending  it, 
did  not  call  for  that  fpecification 
and  certainty,  which  thelawjuftly 
and  'wifely  requires,  when  a  man 
is  queftioned  in  a  court  of  public 
judicature,  and  put  upon  a  trial, 
on  the  iffue  of  which  may  depend 
his  honour,  his  property,  and  his 
life. 

He  ftated  precedents  to  (hew  the 
afage  of  the  Houfe  upon  fimilar  oc« 
cafions,  particularly  with  refpeft  td 
complex  and   aggregate  charges; 
and  drew  the  line  accurately  be- 
tween removal  and   punifhment— 
Criminal  accufation,  and  charge! 
only  of  cenfure.      He  then  went 
progreffivery  through   the  various 
charges  of  mifconduct,  incapacity, 
ignorance,    or  wilful   negligence, 
which  he  laid  again  ft  the  admi- 
ralty,   as  arifing  merely  and  di- 
rectly  from   thofe   un controverted 
parts  of  their  conduct,  which  he 
pointed  oat,  and  which  were  pub- 
licly known.     He  faid  the  bufinefa 
referred  to  them  for  their  coniide- 
ration  might  be  comprised  within 
a    very    narrow    compafs.       The 
whole  might  be  included  in  a  few 
fhprt  que  it  ions,   and  an  anfwer  of 
no  great   length.  —  Was  the  firft 
lord  of  the  admiralty  equal  to  dif- 
charge  the  functions  of  his  office, 
with  fafety  to  the  date,  and  with 
honour   to  the   nation  f     Had  he 
hitherto  done  fo  ?    What  reafon s 
are  there  for  fuppoftng,    that  he 
who  has  failed  in  the  performance 
Of  every  part  of  his  paft  duty,  (hall 
act  mare  wifely  or  capably  for  the 
future? — The  only  anfwer,  he  faid, 
that  could  be  deduced  from  fair  and 
impartial  reafoning,  fup ported  by 
comuion  fenfe  and  experience,  mutt 

be, 
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fee,  that  it  would  be  the  lad  degree 
of  folly  and  madnefs  to  expect,  that 
a  perfon,  who  by  his  ignorance 
and  groCs  mifconduct,  had  brought 
or  flittered  this  country  to  fall  from 
the  higheft  pinnacle  of  fame,  and 
naval  glory,  to  the  laft  ftage  of  na 


[^5 

the  other  parts  of  his  conduit  were 
even  laudable,  and  that  no  other 
caufe  exifted  for  his  removal,  that 
alone  was  of  fuch  importance  and 
magnitude,  as  to  render  it  a  matter 
not  only  of  expedience  and  wif. 
dom,  but,  in  the  p relent  circutn- 


tional  degradation,   weaknefs  and     fiances,  of  abfolute  neceffity. 


difgrace,  and  that  rapid  fall,  con- 
trary to  every  principle  of  public 
opinion  and  experience,  fhould  ne- 
Verthelefs  become  at  once  fo  fud- 
denly  illumined,  as  to  prove  equal 
to  the  arduous  taflt  of  redeeming 
her  from  that  calamity  and  danger, 
and  of  reltoring  her  to  her  former 
reputation  and  prof  peri  ty. 

it  cannot  be  expected,  after  what 
we  have  already  feen  upon  this  fub- 
je&,  that  any  new  ground  of  ar- 
gument, excepting  merely  as  ari- 
ling  from  fome  new  charge,  could 
have  been  opened  in  the  prefent 
debate.  Notwithflanding  the  dif- 
ti nation  fo  ingenioufly  ftated  of  the 
feparate  and  collective  matter,  it 
was  evident,  that  the  real  merits 
of  (he  caufe  had  been  difcafled 
and  decided  before  ;    and  that  this 


This  brought  out  much  direct  or 
implied  cenfure  on  the  conduct  pf 
Lord  Howe,  and  of  Admiral  Kep- 
pel,  who  were  charged  with  fetting 
that  example;  and  fpreading  that 
difcontent  in  the  navy,  which  were 
fo  pernicious  to  their  country,  and 
fo  dangerous  to  the  date.  For  al- 
though the  mini  iters  thought  it  con- 
venient to  preferve  (in  their  own 
perfon s)  fome  terms  with  thofe  two 
commanders,  particularly  the  for 4 
mer,  who,  (with  his  brother,  they 
wifhed  by  all  means  to  wean  or  di- 
vert from  thatenquiry  which  they 
were  bringing  forward  into  the 
conduct  of  the  American  war)  yec 
fome  of  thofe  who  were,  or  who 
feemed  to  expect  to  be  in  their 
confidence,  were  fo  far  from  beipg 
guided  by  this  example,   that  they 


was  no  more  than  a  new  mode  of  miffed  no  occafion  during  the  fei- 

bringing  the  fame  fubjedt  before  fion,  of  expreffing  their  fen timents 

theHoufe,  without  the  violation  of  with  refpect  to  the  two  admirals, 

parliamentary  rules.      The  houfe  in  a  manner  which  carried  the  apy 


had  already  pa(Ted  its  judgment; 
and  the  public  had  paffed  theirs. 

The  great  injury  to  the  nation  in 
lofing  at  this  critical  feafon  the 
fervices  of  her  beft  naval  officers, 
and  the  danger  to  which  (he  was  ex- 
pofed  through  the  alarming  and  ge- 
neral difcon  tents  which  now  prevail- 
ed In  the  navy,  afforded  the  only 
new  matter  that  was  brought  in 
fupport  of  the  motion  ;  for  as  thefe 
misfortunes  were  charged  in  the 
moll  direct  and  unqualified  terms  to 
the  fir  ft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  it 


pearance  of  ftudied  and  premedi- 
tated attack ;  and  without  confining 
themfelves  to  prefent  matter,  car- 
ried their  cenfures  back  to  the  paft 
military  and  profcflional  conduct 
of  thofe  officers.  It  was  now  ad- 
vanced, that  when  military  com- 
manders grew  too  great  for  the 
(late,  and  fet  fo  high  a  rate  upon 
their  fervices,  as  to  expect  a  conix 
pliance  with  extraordinary  and  uu- 
reafonable  conditions,  as  the  price 
upon  which  they  would  exert  them 
in   the  defence  of  their  country. 


was  frorri  thence  incited,    that  if    fuch  propofah  fhould  not  only  be 

[I]  «■  *ejefte4 
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rejected  with  that  contempt  and 
difdain  which  they  deferved  ;  but, 
however  great  the  profeflional  me- 
rits of  the  propofers,  it  was  fitting, 
that  they  mould  at  all  future  times 
continue  to  experience  the  juft  in- 
dignation of  their  country,  by  her 
conitantly  defpifing  thofe  fervices, 
which  they. had  witheld  in  the  hour 
of  hef  diftrefs.  It  was  little  to  be 
doubted  or  apprehended,  they  faid, 
that  there  were  now,  and  would  be 
at  all  times,  a  fufficient  number  of 
brave  and  experienced  officers  to 
be  found  in  the  Britilh  navy,  who 
only  wanted  to  be  brought  forward, 
in  order  effentially  to  ferve  their 
country,  and  whofe  zeal  and  loy- 
alty would  abundantly  com  pen  fate 
.for  the  abfence  of  thofe  who  had 
grown  beyond  her  fervice. 

This  heavy  charge  and  reproach, 
peceffarily  called  up  the  two  ad- 
mirals, to  a  j uftification  of  their 
pad  and  prefent  conduct,  which 
Jed  of  courfe  into  a  frefh  detail,  of 
the  late  and  immediate  tran factions 
between  them  and  the  admiralty  ; 
and  alfo  brought  out  in  the  courfe 
of  the  debate,  partly  from  them, 
and  dill  more  perhaps  from  others, 
no  fmall  (hare  of  exceedingly  bitter 
charge,  retort,  and  cenfure,  with 
yefpect  to  the  conduct  and  views  of 
the  mini  iters  ki  general,  and  of 
that  board  more  particularly,  in  all 
matters  that  related  to  the  military 
fervice.  They  faid,  that  a  vifible, 
fettled,  concerted,  and  fcarcely  dis- 
avowed fcheme,  was  now  in  full 
execution,  for  driving  from  the 
fervice  by  fea  and  land,  or  for  nir 
ining  while  in  it,  not  only  all  whig, 
or  popular,  commanders  and  offi- 
cers, but  all  thofe  gentlemen  of 
independent  fpirit  and  principles, 
who  ventured  to  think  for  them- 
felyes.  in  political  matters,  and  hp- 


Deftly  to  difcharge  the  duty  which 
they  owed  to  their  country  as  fe- 
nators.  That  to  this  object  wa* 
Sacrificed,  along  with  the  means  of 
our  immediate  defence  and  fecurity, 
every  poffible  profpect  and  hope  of 
fuccefs,  in  that  ruinous  and  dan- 
gerous civil  and  foreign  war,  in 
which  they  had  wickedly  involved 
the  nation.  And,  that  in  order  to 
palliate,  or  in  fome  degree  to  dif* 
guife,  this  atrocious  fcheme,  from 
the  obfervation  of  fhe  public,  their 
fir  ft  meafure  was  an  attempt  to  ruin 
the  reputation  and  character,  and 
thereby  to  deprive  of  their  popu- 
larity, and  to  drip  of  their  good 
name,  thofe  officers  whom  they 
had  fecretly  devoted  to  deftruction. 
They  charged,  that  the  miniiters 
finding  their  malice  and  treachery 
had  failed,  in  the  direct  attack" 
which  they  had  made  on  the  life 
and  honour  of  Admiral  Ke;v>el, 
after  all  the  pains  they  had  taken 
to  inveigle  him,  merely  for  that 
purpofe,  into  the  fervice,  they  had 
now  only  changed  their  mode, 
without  in  any  degree  abandoning 
their  purpofe,  fo  far  as  it  yet  ap- 
peared to  them  to  be  practicable, 
and  were  now  indirectly  trying  him, 
a  fecond  time  at  Fortfmouth*  under 
the  mockery  of  trying  his  acculer, . 
againft  whom  there  was  no  charge 
laid,  nor  profecutor  to  fapport  it  if 
there  was.  They  afked  to  what 
other  purpofe  the  inftitution  of  that 
trial,  circumftanced,  and  attended 
with  fuch  extraordinary  manoeuvres 
as  it  was,  could  poffibly  be  attri- 
buted, excepting  to  the  vain  hope, 
of  directing  fome  fide  wind  from 
thence  which  might  affect  the  re, 
putation  of  the  admiral,  and  that 
the  acquittal  of  their  favourite, 
might,  under  their  Sanction,  autho- 
rity and  management,  fee  perverted 
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to  the  purpofe  of  railing  fome  fuf- 
picions,  injurious  to  the  honour  of 
thofe  able  and  diftinguifhed  officers, 
*  who  had  either  compofed  the  court 
by  which  he  was  tried,  or  afforded 
that  evidence  which  difplayed  to 
all  the  world  the  iniquity  of  the 
profecution  ?  For  the  admiral,  they 
faid,  had  refufed,  and  difdained, 
to  profecute  his  accufer ;  and  no- 
thing lay  again  ft  him  but  the  re- 
cord of  that  fentence,  of  having 
carried  on  an  unfounded  and  mali- 
cious profecution  again  ft  his  com- 
mander ;  and  that  fentence,  no  fu- 
ture court  could  reverfe,  no  trial 
acquit  from,  nor  no  power  undo. 
But  this  attempt,  they  faid,  would 
be  found  as  vain  as  it  was  wicked  ; 
and  the  admiral's  reputation,  as 
well  as  the  honour  of  thofe  brave 
officers,  were  far  beyond  their 
reach,  and  fuperior  to  all  the  effects 
of  their  malice. 

It  will  not  be  fuppofed  that  fuch 
charges  were  not  anf*vered  or  re- 
turned with  equal  acrimony.  They 
were  faid  to  be  fofalfe,  fo  extrava- 
gant, fo  abfurd,  and  fo  monftrotls, 
that  they  could  only  have  origi- 
nated, from  the  rage  of  difappoint- 
ment,  the  madnefs  of  party,  and 
the  malevolence  of  faction.  It  was 
inGfted,  that  the  admiralty  had  be- 
haved with  the  greateft  candour  and 
fairnefs  with  refpect  to  the  two 
officers  in  queftion.  The  admiral 
had  been  acquicteJ,  and  his  honour 
thereby  happily  cleared.  So  far, 
if  the  admiralty  had  not  acted 
merely  officially,  he  would  have 
owed  them  a  favour,  for  affording 
him  an'  opportunity,  which  re- 
dounded fo  much  to  his  advantage. 
As  to  his  adverfary,  was  he  to  be 
denied  that  equal  juftice.  which 
was  fo  fairly  diitributed  to  Admiral 
&ej>pel ,?— Was  a  trial,  in  the  ope 
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cafe,  an  injury,  and  in  the  other, 
a  favour  ?  If  the  vice-admiral  was 
innocent,  it  was  equally  fitting  and 
jult,  that  his  honour  fhould  like- 
wife  be  cleared ;  or  if  guilty,  it  was 
highly  necefiary  that  he  (hould  be 
made  amenable  to  the  juftice  of  his 
country. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  quef- 
tion at  a  late  hour,  when  the  mo- 
tion was  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
221,  to  118,  who  voted  for  the 
removal  of  the  Erd  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty. 

The  noble  brothers  who  lately 
commanded  on  the  American  fer- 
vice,  had  omitted  no  occalioe 
during  the  courle  of  the  feflion,  of 
prefling  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  for 
an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the 
war,  fo  far  particularly,  as  they 
were  themfelves  immediately  con* 
cerned.  They  fupported  this  ur- 
gency of  application,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  the  meafure,  upon  the 
different  grounds,  of  public  utility, 
and  of  particular  juftice.  They 
ftated  it  to  be  a  matter  of  great  na- 
tional importance,  that  the  real 
caufes  of  our  failure,  hitherto, 
offuccefs,  might  be  thoroughly 
known  and  underftood  ;  as  a  pro- 
per application  of  that  knowledge, 
could  only  afford  any  rational  hope 
of  greater  advantage  in  the  further 
profecution  of  the  war.  It  was 
likewife  a  fa tis faction  due  to  the 
people,  for  the  heavy  loflcs  they 
had  fuftained,  and  theimmenfe  ex- 
pences  they  were  at,  to  let  them 
fee  the  true  ftate  of  their  affairs  ; 
as  it  would  be  a  farther  aflurance 
and  encouragement  to  them  to  dis- 
cover, that  the  caufes  were  removed, 
which  had  hitherto  difappointed 
their  expectations.  With  refpect 
to  themfelves,  their  endeavours  to 
ferve  t^eir  country,  had  been  pro- 
ductive 
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ductive  of  fixch  a  torrent  of  invec- 
tive, and  unceafing  obloquy,  as 
had  not  perhaps  been  equalled  id 
any  farther  period  ;  although  xni- 
ftifters  themfelves  wtrt  filent,  arid 
hid  nbt  ventured  to  bring  any 
charge  agakift  any  part  of  their 
conduit,  they  had  lull  re  a  fan  to  be- 
lieve, and  the  world  held  the  fame 
Opinion,  that  this  abufe  proceeded 
wholly  frum  their  hireling  emif- 
faries,  and  penlioned  writers.  Their 
Conduit  had  likewife  been  publicly 
arraigned  in  that  Houfe,  by  per- 
Jbns  either  in  office,  or  who  were 
at  leaft  known  to  be  in  the  confi- 
dence and  favour  of  mtnifters; 
whilft  the  latter,  thoroughly  fen- 
fible  as  they  were  of  the  injustice  of 
the  cenfure,  and  with  the  full  means 
of  their  juitlfication  in  poffeflion, 
fcfed  not  the  fmalleft  effort  for  that 
purpofe;.  Grt  thefe  grounds,  they 
jfirere  under  a  neceflity,  they  faid, 
of  demanding  a  parliamentary  en- 
quiry j  that  if  any  blame  Was  due 
in  the  con  daft  of  the  American 
war,  it  might  be  applied  to  its  pro- 
per object ;  and  if  they  were  to- 
tally clear  from  it,  as  they  trufted, 
they  might  thereby  obtain  juftice, 
in  the  vindication  of  their  honour 
and  character. 

On  the  other  hand,  theminifters, 
among  other  caufes,  obje&ed  to 
the  enquiry,  as  being  totally  need- 
lefs.  Government  had  laid  no 
charge  againft  the  noble  brothers ; 
and  on  the  contrary,  feveral  parts 
of  their  conduct  had  met  its  appro- 
bation, As  to  the  abufe  or  char- 
ges contained  'in  newfpapers  or 
pamphlets,  any  more  than  the  opi- 
nions held,  or  cenfures  thrown  out 
by  individuals,  whether  within  or 
without  doors,  they  could  not  furely 
be  confidered  of  futticient  moment, 
to  authorize  the  bringing  out  of  an 


enquiry,  which  muff  neceflarify 
break  in  fo  prddigibufly  upon  the 
time  and  attention  of  the  Houfe, 
and  that  in  a  feffion,  when  there 
was  already  fo  much  bufinefs  of 
importance  before  them,  and  fo 
much  more  frill  in  expectation,  or 
at  leaft  within  the  line  of  probable 
contingency.  As  to  them fe Ives, 
whatever  tneir  private  opinions  in 
certain  matters  might  be,  they  had 
no  fhare  in  any  attacks  that  were 
made  upon  the  characters  of  the 
noble  brothers  without  doors,  nor 
arraignments  of  their  conduct  with- 
in. Of  thefe  matters  they  were  to- 
tally innocent. 

.  Altho*  the  minifters  did  not  ap* 
prove  of  the  enquiry,  they,  however, 
acqulefced  in  the  motions  for  laying 
the  American  papers  before  ths 
Houfe  5  which  were  accordingly 
brought  forward  in  great  abun- 
dance, and  continued  on  the  table 
during  a  gr$at  part  of  the  fcflion.  In 
thefe  were  included  the  whole  corre- 
fpondence  between  the  minifters, 
and  the  commanders  on  the  main 
fervice  in  America,  from  about  the 
time  of  Sir  William  Howe's  arrival 
at  Bofton,  in  the  year  1775,  to  his 
return  from  Philadelphia,  in  1778 ; 
together  with  a  great  number  of 
accounts,  returns,  and  other  pa- 
pers, tending  to  (hew  the  date, 
number,  effective  ftrength,  and 
condition  of  the  army,  at  different 
periods  of  the  intermediate  time  3 
their  real  movements  and  opera- 
tions ;  as  well  as  the  different 
plans  of  action  which  had  been 
propofed,  difcuffed,  or  concerted, 
by  the  minifters  and  generals. 

General  Burgoyne  was  no  left 
importunate  in  this  feflion,  than  he 
had  been  ever  fi  nee  his  return,  for 
an  enquiry  into  his  own  conduct, 
and  into  all  matters  relative  to  th* 

Canada* 
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Canada  expedition.  We  have  al- 
ready feen,  that  his  particular  fi tu- 
ition under  the  convention  of  Sa- 
ratoga, had  been  laid  down  as  aft 
infuperable  obftaele  to  his  gratifica- 
tion in  that  refpect  ;  and  it  may  be 
conceived  from  obvious  caufes,  that 
his  complaints  and  applications 
were  now  fall  as  ttttle  attended  to 
as  thofe  of  the  other  commanders. 
The  northern  expedition,  was, 
however,  fo  connected  in  its  con- 


a  foldier  by  Sir  William  Howe ; 
yet,  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
affairs,  who  had  all  along  expreifed 
the  tftmoft  difapprobation  of  the 
enquiry,  was  ftill  determined  to 
qoafh  it.  It  was  faid  in  general, 
that  there  had  been  no  neceffity, 
nor  even  occafion  at  any  time  for 
the  inquiry  \  but  that  if  there  had, 
that  neceffity  or  occafion  was  now 
folly  removed,  as  well  by  the  able 
explanation  of  his  coridfuft  given 


fequences  with  the  operations  of    by  the  honourable  general,  as  by 
the  grain}  army,  and  they  fo  ma-    the  papers  before  them.     Thatal* 


terially  afFe&ed  the  event  and  ge- 
neral fortune  of  the  war,  that  it 
was  not  eafy  to  feparate  matters  fo 
blended  in  any  courfe  of  enquiry ; 
and  this  difficulty  was  in  created  by 
the  circumftance,  that  Sir  William 
Howe  had  been  fpecifically  ar- 
raigned both  within  doors  and 
without,  for  undertaking  the  fou- 
thern  expedition,  at  the  time  that 
he  mould  have  waked  to  facilitate 
and  fupport  the  operations  of  the 
other  army  on  the  north  river. 
General  Burgoyne  accordingly  fei- 
zed  this  opportunity  of  bringing 
forward  his  own  bu/inefs,  as  ne- 
cefTarily  belonging  to  and  infepara* 
ble  from  the  reft  ;  fo  that  the  Houfe 
was  in  pofTeflion  of  the  whole 
correfpondence  of  the  three  com- 
manders, and  of  all  the  documents 
relative  to  the  different  fervices, 
a~--i      -u        Although  the  Houfe 

April  2Qth.      ,      ,  6r    r 

r  J  had  gone  fo  far  as  to 
form  itfelf  into  a  committee  for  en- 
quiring into  the  conduct  of  the 
American   war  :    had  made  a  pre- 


ntoft  every  part  of  the  correfpon-* 
dence  went  to  mew,  the  utmoft  fa- 
t  is  faction  of  government,  and  its 
warmeft  approbation  with  refpeft 
to  the  fervices  of  the  two  noble 
commanders ;  that  the  perfonal  de- 
clarations df  the  miniftcrs  fhewed 
that  they  Hill  retained  the  fame 
fen ti meats ;  and  that  a  doubt  could 
not  be  entertained  in  the  committee 
on  the  fubjeft.  That  without  re- 
gard to  occafion,  the  commanders 
had  hitherto  been  indulged  in 
bringing  forward  every  thing  they 
propofed,  merely  to  fatisfy  their 
delicacy  ;  but  that  end  being  at- 
tained, it  would  be  abfurd  to  pur- 
fue  the  fubject  any  farther ;  there 
was  neither  charge  nor  acenfer; 
and  it  would  be  merely  combating 
a  fljadow. 

But  they  went  farther,  and  con- 
tended, that  if  matters  had  been 
different,  and  that  an  accufation 
had  been  really  laid  again  ft  the  of* 
ficers,  that  Houfe  was  totally  in- 
competent to  any  enquiry  into,  or 


vious  application  to  the  Houfe  of    any  decifion  upon  military  matters* 


J^ords  for  the  attendance  of  Earl 
Cornwallis,  as  an  evidence,  and 
had  liftened  for  two  hours,  with  the 
greateft  attention,  to  the  very  clear 
and  able  narrative  of  his  conduct, 


Military  charges  and  accusations, 
rhuft  be  enquired  into,  tried,  and 
decided  upon,  in  their  own  proper 
courts ;  and  no  where  elfe.  It 
would  be  in  the  higheft  degree  ab. 


delivered  Jn  the  plaid  eloquence  of    furd  to  fuppofe,  that  gentlemen  fiu 
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ting  in  that  Honfe,  mould  pretend 
to  judge  of  the  proper  diftri button 
of  a  large  military  force  ;  of  the 
movements  of  columns,  the  evolu- 
tions of  brigades,  or  the  good  or 
bad  difpofitions  made  in  a  field  of 
battle.  The  mini  iter  feemed  to 
think,  that  the  conduct  of  minifters 
was  the  latent  object  of  the  enquiry, 
with  a  view  of  injuring  them  by  a 
fide  wind ;  of  trying  them  In  an 
oblique  and  indirect  manner  ;  if 
that  was  the  object,  he  de fired  it 
might  be  declared ;  that  the  ac- 
cuser mould  Hand  forth,  avow  his 
charge,  and  compel  them  to  an- 
fwer.  When  that  was  avowed, 
minifters  would  know  the  accufer 
and  the  accufation ;  and  they  would 
know  in  what  manner  to  make 
their  defence.  If  that  was  not 
the  object,  a  further  purfuit  of 
the  enquiry  would  be  futile  and 
needlef*. 

With  a  view  to  the  incompe- 
tency of  the  Houfe  in  military 
matters,  upon  Sir  William  Howe's 
motion  for  the  examination  of  Earl 
Cornwallis,  the  queftion  was  put 
to  him,  "  upon  what  points  he 
"  meant  to  interrogate  the  noble 
"  lord  ;"  to  which  the  general  re- 
plied, rt  to  the  general  conduct  of 
"  the  American  war;  to  military 
'•  points  generally  and  particular- 
*'  ly."  Thefe  words  were  eagerly 
feized  by  the  minifter,  who  work- 
ing them  up  with  he  original  into 
the  form  of  an  amendment,  under 
that  colour  nearly  framed  a  new 
motion,  which  he  knew  carried  its 
own  rejection  along  with  it.  The 
words  of  the  motion  in  that 
fiate  were  — "  That  Lord  Corn- 
"  wallis  be  called  in  and  examined 
*€  relative  to  general  and  particu- 
t€  lar  military  points,  touching 
"  the  general  conduct  of  the  Ame- 
"  rijcan  war." 


There  was  fcarcely  any  thing 
during  the  feffion  that  drew  out 
fuch  feverity  of  cenfure,  and  even 
of  reproach,  as  this  manoeuvre,  or, 
as  it  was  teemed,  trick,  in  debate, 
now  did.  It  was  faid,  that  fo 
fhamelefs  and  palpable  an  evafion 
of  enquiry  and  truth,  and  fo  bare- 
faced an  acknowledgment  of  guilt, 
had  never  been  ventured  upon  by 
any  other  jminifter,  nor  could  not 
have  been  endured  at  any  other 
period.  The  degraded  ntuation  of 
the  noble  lord,  which  reduced  him 
to  the  necefiity  of  adopting  fo 
fhameful  a  meafure,  in  order  to 
fcreen  his  aflbciates,  and  the  open 
acknowledgmentwhich  it  in  eluded, 
that  he  durft  not  venture  to  truft, 
even  his  own  (landing  majority 
with  their  guilt,  was  expreffed  in 
thqfe  terms  of  pity,  which  convey 
the  foreil  ideas  of  contempt  and  ri- 
dicule. 

It  was  contended,  that  the  two 
objects  were  fo  clofely  united,  that 
there  was  not  a  poilibility,  in  the 
prefent  enquiry,  of  feparating  the 
conduct  of  the  minifters,  and  of 
the  military  commanders.  No  opi- 
nion could  be  formed  with'refpect 
to  the  former,  without  knowing 
how  far  their  plans  were  or  were 
not  practicable  ;  nor  of  the  latter, 
without  knowing  and  meafuring 
the  means  which  had  been  put  into 
their  hands.  And  from  whom  was 
this  information  to  be  fought  or 
obtained,  but  from  thofe  ofEcers. 
who  had  ferved,  on  the  fpot,  and 
who  being  employed  in  endeavour- 
ing to  carry  thofe  plans  into  exe- 
cution, were  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  fufficiency  or  deficiency  of 
the  means,  as  well  as  with  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  impediments 
which  were  oppofed  to  them  ?  Se- 
veral o^ueftions  would  come  before 

the 
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the  committee,  which  were  merely 
political  and  deliberative ;  and 
thefe  could  only  be  decided  upon, 
by  taking  the  opinion  of  profef- 
fional  men  on  the  fpot ;  men  who 
knew  the  country,  were  informed 
of  the  nature  of  the  refillance  ex- 
pected to  be  made,  and  the  real 
motives  which  gave,  or  did  not 
give,  a  preference  to  the  meafures 
purfued,  before  others  which  might 
be  propofed.  To  flop  fuch  inform- 
ation, therefore,  by  a  \\>te  of  that 
Houfe,  was,  in  fad,  the  convert- 
ing parliament  into  a  fcreen,  for 
preventing  an  enquiry  into  the 
con  duel  of  adminiftration  ;  for  if 
the  commander  had  acted  right, 
it  neceflarily  followed,  that  the 
meafures  of  policy  were  dictated  by 
weaknefs  and  ignorance,  as  they 
were  now  attempted  to  be  covered 
by  the  mod  fhameful  and  criminal 
cvafton  ami  impofttion.    ' 

The  point  of  order  was  ftrongly 
inMed  on,  and  this  was  faid  to  be 
the  firft  inftance  in  the  annals  of 
parliament,  in  which  the  reference 
of  any  order  of  the  Houfe  to  a 
committee,  was  clogged  with  any 
amendment  or  condition  whatever 
in  that  committee.  The  order  of 
the  Houfe  was  fpecific,  for  the  at- 
tendance on  that  day,  and  the  ex- 
amination of  Lord  Cornwallis ; 
and  the  amendment  imported  a 
negative  to  that  order,  and  ac- 
cordingly went  to  a  fubftantial  con- 
tradiction of  it.  Thus  was  the 
dignity  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
facrificed,  and  their  orders  treated 
with  a  contempt,  which  would  re- 
duce them  in  all  future  times  to 
the  condition  of  walle  paper,  merely 
to  fave  miniflers  from  that  punifh- 
ment,  which  they  had  fo  juftly  me- 
rited, and  which  the  ruin  they  had 
brought  upon  their  country  fo  loud- 


ly called  for.  It  was  lamented., 
that  any  man,  orfet  of  men,  fhould  , 
pofTefs  fo  baneful  an  influence,  and 
apply  it  to  fo  deplorable  a  purpofe* 
as  to  induce  them  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner to  a  furrender  of  their  own  in- 
herent privileges ;  and  thus  toefta- 
blifh  a  precedent,  which  muft  go- 
to the  banifhment  of  all  order  and 
regulation  from  their  future  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  the  introduction 
of  anarchy  and  confufion. 

A  general  officer,  who-  had-  ac- 
quired great  reputation  in  the  later 
war  in  Germany,  who  was  even 
then  near  the  top  of  his  profeffibn, 
in  point  of  rank,  and  who  had 
fince  filled,  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  eminence,  one  of  the  higheft 
civil  departments  of  the  ftate, 
called  upon  the  minifters  to  de*» 
clare,  whether  they  denied  the 
competence  of  the  Houfe  to  infti-' 
tute  or  "proceed  upon  fuch  an  en- 
quiry ?  He  dared  them  to  the  afler- 
tion  ;  and  protefled,  that  daring 
thirty  years  he  had  fat  in  parlia- 
ment, he  never  faw  fo  grofs  an  at- 
tempt to  violate  the  inherent  and 
conilitutional  privileges  of  that 
Houfe  ;  whether  with  refpect  to> 
the  breach  of  order,  or  to  what 
was  of  infinitely  greater  import- 
ance, the  denying  that  Houfe  to 
have  a  right  of  inquifkorial  jurif- 
diction  over  every  department  of 
the  ftate,  every  eftablifhment,  whe- 
ther civil,  military,  or  criminal* 

The  minifter's  amendment  wa% 
however,  carried  upon  a  divifion* 
though  by  a  fmaller  majority  than 
might  perhaps  have  been  expected 
in  fo  full  a  houfe,  the  number* 
being  189  to  155. 

The  debate  was  again  renewed 

on  the  main  queftion,  whether  the 

motion  fa  amended    mould    paf*, 

-  when  the  queflion  being  called  for,  it 

was 
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was  rejected*  although  by  a  fmaller 
majority  than  on  the  preceding  di- 
vision, the  numbers  being  180  to 
j  58.  A  gentleman  of  the  op  por- 
tion then  moved,  in  the  terms  of 
fhe  original  order  of  the  Houfe, 
That  Lord  Corn  wal  lis  be  called  in, 
"  and  examined  refpecting  the 
"  fubjedt  matter  of  the  papers  re- 
•'  ferred  to  faid  committee."  This 
motion  was  negatived  without  a 
divifion.  And  thus  the  enquiry 
feemed  to  have  been  laid  to  deep 
for  ever.  The  committee  was  not, 
however,  diftblved;  for  although  a 
motion  for  that  purpcie  had  been 
propofed  early  in  the  debate  by  a 
noble  lord  in  office,  it  .had  been 
withdrawn  at  the  minifter's  defire, 
who  preferred  this  fcheme  of  ma- 
nagement which  we  have  feen.  In 
ftriltnefs,  the  committee  was  open 
to  receive  any  teftimony  tending 
to  the  elucidation  of  the  papers 
before  them,  excepting  that  tefti- 
mony related  to  military  matters  ; 
and  the  Whole  fubjeft  0/  thofe  pa- 
pers was  military. 

The  oppofition  were,  however, 
determined  not  to  let  this  ftate  of 
things  reft  in  abfolute  quiet ;  and 
to  try  how  far  the  Houfe  could, 
upon  recollection,  and  in  its  proper 
form,  fubmit  to  fuch  an  apparent 
contempt  and  rejection  of  its  au- 
thority, by  a  committee,  a  crea* 
ture  of  its  own  making,  and  fur~ 
mined  only  with  confined  and  tem- 
porary powers,  directed  to  a  parti- 
cular object,  and  revocable  at  plea- 
«-         1      fure.    The  buiinefs  was 

av  3  •  accordingly  introduced 
a  few  days  after,  by  a  recital  of  the 
tranfa&ions  which  had  paffed  in 
the  committee,  and  a  renewal  of 
the  motion  for  the  examination  of 
Lord  Cornwallis,   and  the  whole 


matter  of  complaint  and  redrefs 
fup ported  with  great  vigour. 

The  minifter  and  his  friends  had 
taken  but  little  notice  of  the 
charges  with  refpeft  to  the  point 
of  order,  which  had  been  fo  ftrongly 
urged  by  the  other  fide  in  the  com- 
mittee ;  and  he  now  apparently 
left  room  open  for  an  apology  on 
that  ground,  by  an  acknowledg- 
ment that  he  was  not  fully  prepared 
on  that  fubjedt.  He,  however* 
faid,  that  >j  confidered  committees 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  the  Houfe 
itfelf,  as  nearly  analagous,  and 
their  powers  co-extenfive  ;  fo  that 
in  realky,  the  difference  betweea 
the  orders  of  one,  and  the  retalia- 
tions of  the  other,  was  merely  in 
terms,  as  they  fubftantially  im- 
ported the  fame  thing.  They  were, 
on  questions  of  importance,  equally 
well  attended  ;  and  the  difference, 
in  his  apprehenfion,  was  rlttle 
more,  than  whether  the  fpeaker 
was  in  the  chair,  or  whether  on* 
of  the  members  prefided  for  the 
time  in  his  place. 

On  the  queftion  of  competency 
he  was  n^w  n'markably  tender* 
and  did  not  at  all  pufh  that  mat- 
ter as  he  had  done  in  the  com* 
mittee*  He  began  to  perceive 
that  fuch  a  principle  once  laid 
down  might  go  to  great  lengths, 
and  fuch  as  might  prove  highly  in- 
convenient to  minifters  themfelves. 
But  with  refpedl  to  the  impropriety 
of  examining  witneffes  on  military 
quellions,  he  was  difFufe  ;  and 
feemed  to  lay  all  his  ftrength  to 
that  point*  He  obferved,  that  a* 
the  evidence  muft  be  ex  pane,  it 
could  never  be  deemed,  by  any 
rule  of  reafon,  fan&ion  of  prece- 
dent, or  conn  (ten  cy  with  the  regu- 
lar proceedings  of  judicature,  fufR- 

ciently 
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ciently  full  and  conclufive,  cither 
for  acquittal  or  eenfure.  It  might 
furnifh  a  good  ground  for  belief  or 
perfuafion  ;  but  from  the  nature  of 
the  evidence,  as  well  as  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  would  be  delivered, 
no  man  in  that  Houfe,  or  with* 
Out,  could  lay  any  ocher  ftrefa 
upon  it,  or  give  ft  any  higher  de- 
gree of  credit,  than  merely  what 
toe  parte  evidence  was  entitled  to  in 
the  fir  ft  inftance,  and  what  tefti- 
mony,  not  delivered  upon  oath, 
was  entitled  to  in  the  fecond.  And 
that,  therefore,  neither  the  eenfure 
nor  acquittal  of  the  honourable 
general,  by  a  vote  of  that  Houfe, 
would  be  capable  of  changing,  in 
a  Jingle  inftance,  the  opinions  al- 
ready formed  upon  that  fubjed. 

He  had  accordingly  always  held, 
and  ftill  retained  his  opinion,  that 
enquiries  into  the  conduit  of  mili- 
tary men,  were  exceedingly  impro- 
per in  that  Houfe.  When  fuch 
occafions  occurred,  military  courts 
were  provided  by  the  conftitution 
for  the  purpofe.  He  confidered  a 
court-martial  as  the  only  tribunal, 
where  the  party  accufed  could  pro— 
cure  fubftantial  reparation  for  his 
injured  honour,  and  where,  on  the 
other  hand,  in  cafe  of  failure  or 
neglect,  the  juftice  of  the  nation 
could  be  legally  and  conftitution  ally 
fatisfied. 

He  alfo  obferved,  that  if  under 
the  appearance  of  an  enquiry  into 
the  con  duel:  of  military  officers,  it 
was  intended  to  bring  charges  of 
n  eg  led  or  incapacity  againft  mini* 
fkers,  he  could  not  but  confider  it 
as  an  exceedingly  unfair  mode  of 
proceeding.  No  man  had  yet 
avowed  that  defign.  And  yet  he 
could  not  fee,  what  other  motives 
there  could  be,  for  urging  the  pre- 
fect enquiry  farther.     The  Houfe 
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had  undoubtedly  an  inquisitorial 
power  to  enquire  into  and  eenfure 
the  conduct  of  m  in  liters  ;  but  he 
trufted  their  conduct  was  not  to  be 
decided  upon  by  the  evidence  -of 
military  men  ;  much  lefs  whom  , 
that  evidence  was  profelfedly  given 
on  military  meafures,  which  thejr 
had  neither  planned  nor  executed* 
If,  however,  any  specific  accusa- 
tion was  brought  againft  minifters* 
as  one  of  his  Majefty's  .confidential 
iervants,  he  was  ready  to  have 
witaefles  inftantly  called  to  the 
bar,  provided  the  matter  on  which 
they  were  to  be  examined  was  pre* 
vioufly  ftated,  and  was  fuch  at  di- 
rectly and  fpecifically  pointed  to 
any  one  particular  meafure  of  ad* 
mifliftration. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  laid 
down  as  a  clear  and  indifputaUe 
rule  of  proceeding  in  that  Houfe, 
that  a  committee  was  always  bound 
by  the  order  of  reference  made  to 
it ;  otherwife,  there  would  be  two 
contradictory  powers  and  clafhing 
jurifdiclions  in  the  fame  body  5  a 
do&rine  too  abfurd  and  monftrou* 
to  be  heard  or  endured.  A  great 
part  of  their  bufinefs  was  trania&ed  * 
by  committees,  particularly  by 
committees  of  the  whole  Houfe  j 
if,  therefore,  it  ihcuild  be  adopted 
as  parliamentary  law,  that  what 
the  Houfe  entertained  in  one  in* 
ftance  and  referred  to  a  committee, 
was  fo  far  controulajble  by  that 
torn  mi  t  tee,  as  that  the  latter  had 
an  option  to  difobey  the  order  of 
reference,  all  bufinefs  would  be  at 
an  end ;  and  as  ofren  as  circura- 
ftances  afforded  a  pretence,  the 
proceedings  of  that  Houfe  would 
be  involved  in  endlefs  confniion, 
and  in  contefts  with  itfelf.  The 
Houfe  was  therefore  called  upon, 
and  requeiled  fcriouily  to  reHecl 

and 
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and  confider,  the  fatal  confequences 
that  would  neceflarily  enfue,  if  it 
did  not  preferve  a  proper  con- 
troul  over  its  feveral  conftituent 
parts. — The  queftion  they  were  to 
decide  upon  was  fhort  and  plain, 
but  it  included  much  matter  :  —  It 
was  fimply  this ;  Shall  the  Houfe 
controul  and  direct  a  committee 
appointed  by  itfelf,  or  fhall  they 
controul  and  direct  the  Houfe  ? 

T^he  ground  of  propriety?  with 
refpect  to  military  enquiries  in  that 
Houfe,  was  not  only  abundantly 
fupported,  but  covered  with  a  fu- 
perfluity  both  of  arguments  and  of 
precedents.  The  debate,  however, 
hung  yet  in  fufpence,  when  the 
unexpected  part  taken  by  a  gentle- 
man high  in  office,  and  clofely 
connected  with  a  ftrong  and  power- 
ful party,  fuddenly  turned  the 
ballance.  That  gentleman  de- 
clared, that  although  it  was  with 
infinite  reluctance  that  he  differed 
in  opinion  with  the  two  noble 
lords  in  adminiftration,  yet  he 
could  not  avoid  thinking  the  con- 
duct of  the  committee,  even  at  the 
time,  very  extraordinary*.  He  had, 
however,  fome  doubts  upon  the 
fubject,  which  occafioned  his  going 
away,  without  fpeaking  or  voting, 
on  that  night.  But  thefe  doubts 
were  now  totally  removed.  For  as 
he  confidered  certain  words  (which 
he  recited)  that  had  fallen  from 
the  American  minifter  in  the  pre- 
fent  debate,  as  a  direct  charge  and 
accufation  againft  the  commander 
in  chief,  he  mould  think  it  an  act 
of  the  greateft  cruelty  and  injuftice 
if  the  prefent  motion  was  not  pann- 
ed, in  order  to  afford  an  opportu- 
nity for  his  vindication  and  de- 
fence. 

Thefe  words  operated  like  a 
charm.   Nothing  would  afterwards 
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be  liftened  to  from  the  other  fide/ 
The  minifter  attempted  feveral 
times  to  fpeak,  but  in  vain.  A  com- 
plete revolution  was  effected  ;  and 
theenquiry,  which  a  few  days  before 
had  been  rejected  by  a  majority, 
was  now  refumed,  with  an  appear- 
ance of  almoft  general  unanimity. 
The  committee  was  x/r  ,  u 
accordingly  revived  a  M*?  0ttu 
few  days  after,  and  the  examination 
of  the  officers  commenced  by  that 
of  Earl  Cornwallis. 

It  would  be  equally  beyond  our 
purpofe,  and  our  limits,  to  enter 
into  any  particular  detail  of  this 
enquiry.  It  was  taken  up  with 
much  general  expectation,  and  it 
might,  perhaps,  be  faid  hope. 
The  public  were  in  the  higheft 
degree  impatient  for  it.  Thofe 
who  had  conceived  that  the  total 
reduction  of  America  ought  to  have 
been  but  the  bufinefs  of  one  eafy 
campaign,  were  eager  to  fee  the 
fault  fixed  upon  thofe  generals, 
whofe  mifmanagement  had  render- 
ed the  war  not  only  fo  tedious  and 
fo  expenfive,  but  at  prefent  almofl 
hopelefs.  Others,  wifhed  to  fix 
the  fault  on  the  original  ill  policy 
of  the  undertaking,  rendered  ad- 
ditionally ruinous  by  the  weaknefs 
and  contradiction  of  the  councils 
by  which  it  had  been  conducted. 
But  as  the  enquiry  might  be,  as  in 
reality  it  was,  drawn  out  to  a  very 
great  length,  it  foon  became  evi- 
dent, that  thofe  who  originally  op- 
pofed^any  enquiry  at  all  $  and  only 
had  given  way,  becaufe  they  were 
unable  to  refill  the  torrent,  would 
prevent  it  from  producing  any  ef- 
fect ;  ancl  this  it  was  not  difficult 
to  do,  as  it  was  in  their  power  to 
draw  the  examination  of  witnefles 
into  an  infinite  length ;  and  the  at- 
tention of  all  being  fatigued   by  . 

•         fuck 
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fuch  a  purfuit,  attendance  would 
naturally  relax  along. with  it;  and 
the  bufinefs  would  languifli,  «nd 
expire  of  itfelf. 

The  officers  who  were  examined 
were  the  following,  who  were  alfo 
called  in  the  order  that  we  (late 
them,  viz.  Earl  Cornwallis,  Major- 
General  Grey,  Sir  Andrew  Snape 
Hammond,  Major  Montrefor,  chief 
engineer^  and  Sir  George  Ofborne, 
a  member  of  the  Houfe.     Their 
teftirnony,  taken  together,  went  to 
the  eftablifhment  of  the  following 
points  of  fa&,   or  of  opinion.— 
That. the  force  fent  to  America 
was  at  no  time  equal  to  the  fubj  li- 
gation of  the  country — That  thia 
proceeded  in  a  great  iseafure  from 
the  general  enmity,  and  hoftility  of 
the  people,  who  were  almoft  una-" 
famous  in  their  averfion  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Great-Britain ;   and 
alfo  from  the  nature  of  the  country, 
which  was  the  moft  difficult  and. 
impracticable  with  refpelt  to  mili- 
tary operations  that  could  poffibly 
be  conceived  — rThat  thefe  circum- 
flances  of  country  and  people,  ren- 
dered the  fervices  of  reconnoitrings 
of  obtaining  intelligence,    of  ac- 
quiring  any  previous   knowledge 
that  could  be  depended  on,  of  the 
Hate  of  the  roads,  and  the  nature 
of  the  ground  which  they  were  to 
traverfe,    along  with  the  eflential 
object  of  procuring  provifions  and 
forage,  exceedingly  difficult,    and 
in   fome  refpe&s   impracticable  — 
That  this  latter  circumftance  ren- 
dered it  impoflible  for  the  army  to 
carry -on  its  operations  at  any  dis- 
tance from  the  fleet  3  at  leaft,  with-, 
out  the  full  poffeffion,  on  both  its 
fides,  of  fome   navigable  river  — 
And  that  its  operations  were  much 
retarded,    and   frequently  endan-. 
gered,    by  being  generally  con- 
Vol.  XXII. 


ftrained,  through  the  circamftancci 
of  roads  and  country,  to  march 
only  in  a  fingle  column; 

It  alfo  went  to  the  eftablifhment 
Of  the  following  particular  points;; 
in  direft  con  tradition  tOi  feveral 
charges   which    had    been    made 
againft  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  viz.  That  the  re- 
bel lines  and  redoubts  at  Brooklyn;, 
in  Long -I (land,   on  the   27  th  of 
Auguft  1776,  were  in  fuch  a  flatc 
of  Srength  and  defence;  that  any 
immediate  attack  upon  them,  with- 
out waiting  to  make  proper  ap- 
proaches,  and  without  the  artil- 
lery,   fcaling  ladders,  axes,   and 
other  articles  neeeflary  to  the  fer- 
vicev  would  have  been  fcarcely  left 
than  an  aflt  of  defperate  raihnefs.* 
—That  Lord  Cornwallis's  halting; 
at'  firunfwick,  Iwhen  in  purfuit  of 
the  enemy,  in  the  fame  year,  wai. 
neceiTary,  as  well  with  refpe&  to 
the  condition  of  thetroopiin  point 
of  fatigue  and  provifion,  as  to  their 
number,  and  the  poAs  which   it    « 
was   firft  neceffary  to  occopy,  inj 
order  to  preferve  their  communi- 
cation ;  -and  that  his  paflrng  the 
Delaware,  and  advancing  to  Phila-' 
delphia,   when  he  afterwards  ar*' 
rived  ar^Crenton,  was  utterly  im-\ 
practicable,  from  the  total  want  of 
boats,  and  of  all  other  means  for1 
that  purpole. — That  the  going  by 
fea  to  Philadelphia,  Was  the  mow' 
eligible,  if  not  the  only  method, 
which  cotrfd  have',  been  adopted;1' 
for  the  reduction  of  Penfylvania,- 
and    that   the   Chefapeak   was   a 
more  eligible  paflage  than  the  De- 
laware.— That  from  the  flrehgtb? 
of  the  highlands,   and  other,  cir- 
cumftances,  the  attempt  of  going 
up  the  North  River  towards  Al- 
bany,   while  Wafhington   was  at 
hand  with  a  ftrong  army,  to  profit 
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of  all  the  advantages  which  it  fented,"  nor  that  fo  great  an  addw 
muft  afford,  would  have  been  tional  force  as  was  demanded  could 
difficult,  dangerous,  and  probably  be  neceffary  ;  and  placed  much  of 
found  impracticable  in  the  event,  his  dependance  in  the  firm  per- 
— And  that  the  drawing  o#  Ge-  fuafron,  that  the  well-afFecled  ia 
neral  Wafhington  and  his-  army,  Pen  fy lvania  were  fo  numerous, 
near  300  miles  from  the  North  that  the  general  would  be  able  to 
River,  to  the  defence  of  Penfyl-  raife  fuch  a  force  there,  as  would 
vania,  was  the  moll  effectual  di-  be  fufftxient  for  the  future  defence 
yerfion  that  could  have  been  made  and  protection  of  the  province, 
in  favour  of  the  northern  army ;  when  the  army  departed  to  finifh 
and  at  ohe  fame  time  held  out  the  the  remaining  fervfee.  That  ac- 
greateft  probability,  that  the  defire  cordingly,  he  had  promifed,  Only 
of  protecting  Philadelphia,  would  about  half  the  fo>  ce  Hated  in  the 
have  induced  him  to  hazard  a  ge-  fecpnd  number  ;  'hat  not  a  fifth  of 
neral  action  f  an  event  fo  long  and  the  force,  even  fo  ^.-truied,  was  at 
4b  ardently  coveted,  as  the  only  length  fen**  and  th^r  rein  force- 
means  which  could  tend' to  bring  menr,  when  it  did  come,  ::;  rived 
the  war  to  a  fpcedy  consluiion,  too  late  to  aivfwer  amy  of  the  ori~ 
and  which  ever/  other  meafure  ginal  purpofes  of  the  campaign- 
had  been  found  incapable  of  pro*  He  likewife  ftated,  and  fupported 
ducing.  6y  the  fame  authority,,  that  fo  far* 
General  Howe  had  endeavoured,  from  any  concert  or  co-operation 
m  his  narrative,  as  well  as  in  the  being  pro po fed  or  intended  be* 
different  fpeeches  which  were  tween  him  and  the  northern  army, 
drawn  from  him  on  the  fubje&,  to  that,  that  expedition  had  never 
cAablifh  a4  an  indifpuuble  fadt,  even  been  cafnarly  mentioned,  in 
and  'demonftrably  to  prove  from  amy  of  the  difcuffions  relative  to  the 
the'  correfpondence  before  them,  plans  of  the  future  campaign, 
that  he  had  conftantty  dated  to  the  which  had  paffed  between  him  and 
American  mini  iter,  the  great  diffi- .  the  minrfter.  That  the  fir  ft  know-* 
culty  and  impraflkable  nature  of  ledge  he  had  of  that  defign,  and 
the  war  ;  and  the  utter  impoflibi-  which  induced  him  to  write  a  letter 
ltty  of  fwojugatkig  that  ©*minem  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  upon  the  fab* 
Witfi  trie  force  under  bis  commands  ject,  was  merely  from  public  re- 
That  he  had  aecordingty  aecora-  pert.  And,  that  the  firft  intima- 
panned  the  plans  for  the  operation*  tioa  he  received  from  the  minifter, 
4>f  the  campaign  of  1777,  with  a  that  the  fm  all  eft  degree*  of  firpport 
requifition,  in  one  inftance,  of  a  would  be  expe&ed  from  him  in  fa* 
reinforcement  of  20,000,  and  in  vour  of  that  expedition,  was  by  a 
another,  of  15,000  men,  ftrongly  letter  which  he  received  in  the 
fbting  and  arguing,  that  nothing  middle  of  Augtrrt,  ia  the  Chefa- 
lefs  could  efre&ually  airfwer  the  -  peak,  when  his  meafares  were  al- 
parpofe  of  bringing  the  war  to  a  ready  taken  in  pwrfuance  of  that 
fpeedy  conclufton.  That  on  the  plan  which  he  had  previoufly  fet- 
other  hand,  the  minifter  did  not  tied  with  the  noble  fecretary,*  and 
feem  to  credit,  that  the  difficulties  when  it  would  have  been  'too  late. 
were  fo  great  as  they  were  reprt<  for  him  in  any  cafe  to  have  receded. 

■     Buf 
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Ihtt  even  that  letter  exprefled  no  more  grating  than  this  teftimony, 

more  than  a  confident  hope,  that  which  went  directly  to  its  fubver* 

he  mould  be  returned  Toon  enough  fion* 

back  from-  the  fonthward,  to  con-  For  thefe  and  other  daufes,  it 
cur  in  the  further  operations  of  the  Was  thought  necefiary  to  call  in 
northern  army.  queftion  the  validity  of  this  evi- 
It  will  be  eaiily  feen,  that  no-  dence,  and  nothing  could  fo  well 
thing  could  poffibly  have  been  anfwer  that  purpofe,  as  the  op- 
more  galling  or  vexatious  to  the  pofing  to  it  another  body  of  the 
minifterS,  than  fome  pare  of  this  fame  nature ;  for  as  no  decifive 
narrative,  and  of  the  preceding  victory  was  to  be  gained,  nor  de- 
evidence.  Particularly  that  part  feat  feared  in  fuch  a  con t eft,  the 
of  the  former,  which  Hated  the  iflue  mufl  unavoidably  be,  the 
general's  communication  of  the  leaving  the  queflion  of  fact  in 
impracticability  of  the  American  doubt  and  uncertainty  ;  and  no 
War;  qr  at  lea  ft  the  infufficiency  more  was  wanted* 
of  the  force  appointed  to  that ^fer-  It  was  accordingly  pro-1  .  .  . 
vice  for  the  accomplifhnient  of  its  pofed,  towards*  what  feem*  .  '*  * 
purpofe,  at  a  time  that  the  mini-  ed,  the  clofe  of  the  examination, 
fters  held  out.  a  language  and  ^that  other  witnefles  mould  be  called 
hopes  fo  directly  Contrary  to  the  in  and  examined,  relative  to  feveral 
parliament  and  people  of  England*  matters  which  were  ft  a  ted  in  the 
The  charge  of  general  di&ftection  pre  fen  t  evidence.  In  funport  of 
among  the  Americans*  which  was  this  proceeding  it  was  advanced, 
laid  by  the  general*  as  well  as  the  that  tx parte  evidence  had  been  re- 
other  ofrtcerS,  although  more  guard-  ceived,  relative  to  matters  of  fact 
ed  perhaps  in  terms  and  fpecifka-  and  opinion*  to  military  ma* 
tion,  was  likewife  an  exceeding  nceuvres,  to  the  propriety  of  plans, 
tender  fubjedt  with  the  minifters.  and  to  the  execution  of  them  5  and 
The  opposition  too  never  omitted  that  this  had  been  principally  di-» 
any  occafion  of  reminding  them,  rected  to  the  lafing  of  implied  of 
that  from  the  beginning  of  the  trou-  direct  charges  a  gain  ft  the  conduct 
bles,  they  had  been  conftantly  re-  of  minifters,  particularly  of  tHe 
prefented  by  them ,  as  being  the  acts  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Ame- 
merely  of  a  faction  in  America,  rican  department/  That  it  was 
Who  had  by  a  fort  of  furprize  pof-  therefore  neceftary*  fair*  and  equit- 
fefled  themfelves  of  the  civil  and  able,  that  witnefTes  mould '  bft 
military  powers  of  that  country  ;  brought  on  the  other  fide*  and  evi* 
but  that  the  great  bulk,  or  at  leaft  dence  received  relative  to  thofe 
a  large  majority  of  the  people,  points,  and  to  fet  afide  thofe 
Were  firmly  attached  to  the  go-  charges.  The  noble  minifter  him' 
Vernment  of  Great- Britain.  In-  felf  difclaimed  the  idea  of  becom* 
deed  if  that  representation  was  an  ing  an  accufer  j  (with  which  he 
error,  it  feems  pretty  clearly*  that  was  charged)  but  as  he  was  at- 
the  minifters  were  no  Iefs  involved  tacked,  and  charged  with  being 
in  it  themfelves,  than  the  public*  the  caufe  of  the  mifcarriage  of  the 
At  any  rate  it  was  a  Vtry  favourite  American  war,  it  was  neceftary  he 
opinion;   and  nothing  could  be  fliould  defend  himfelfj   and  the 
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facts  which  he  mould  flate,  the  wit- 
nefles  he  fhould  bring  to  fupport 
them,  and  the  arguments  which  he 
might  ufe,  would  all  tend  to  that 
point  merely,  and  not  to  the  oc- 
cupation of  any  man.  He,  how- 
ever, declared,  that  his  main  object 
in  calling  wicneffes,  was  to  refcue 
the  brave,  loyal,  and  meritorious 
fufFerers  in  America,  from  the  un- 
juft  general  imputation  or  cenfure 
thrown  on  them  by  the  prefent 
evidence,  particularly  th^t  paflage 
which  fays,  that  the  Americans 
were  "  almofi:  unanimous"  in 
their  refiftance  againft  the  claims 
of  this  country. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  oppofition 
Condemned,  as  extremely  unfair 
and  irregular,  the  propofing  to 
bring  forward  at  the  tail  of  an 
enquiry,  without  any  previous  no- 
tice, and  when  the  evidence 
brought  forward  by  the  honourable 
general,  in  his  own  vindication, 
was  nearly  clofed,  new  witnefles, 
to  ftir  up  matter,  and  perhaps 
charges,  of  which  he  could  have 
no  knowledge,  and  for  which  he 
confcquently  could  have  made  no 
provifion  in  the  examination  of  his 
own.  That  it  was  a  new  proce- 
dure, and  fuch  as  would  not  be 
endured  any  where,  to  draw  out 
the  whole  of  any  man's  evidence, 
to  examine  where  its  ftrength  or 
Weaknefs  lay,  and  without  an 
avowal  of  the  fmalleft  intention  to 
controvert  any  part  of  it,  then  fud- 
denly  to  attempt  to  conjure  tip 
witnefles  before  unknown-  and  un- 
heard of,  and  each  having  before 
him  the  part  to  which  he  ch ofo  to 
be  called,  thereby  endeavour  to 
overthrow  the  whole  of  the  for- 
mer tehYmony.  They  likewife 
/poke  in  terms  of  fome  indigna- 
tion, to  the  defign  of  bringing  up 
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American  refugees, pepfioners,  asd 
cuftcm-houfe  officers,  to  impeach 
and  lit  ahVe  the  evidence  of  mi- 
litary men  of  h:gh  rank,  and  of 
grearprofeffional  knowledge.  And, 
what,  faid  they,  is  rhe  point,  whigh 
theft-  men  are  called  principally  to 
prove  J  why,  that  the  Americans, 
(th«.t  is,  th-jnfe'ves)  whofe  places, 
peuiior.s,  and  exiftence,  depend 
upon  their  attachment,  are  exceed- 
ingly well  diipofed  to  acknowledge 
and  fur  port  the  rights  and  claims 
of  this  country  over  the  colonies. 

That  party,  however,  in  con- 
formity with  their  profeflions  of 
wifliing  for,  and  furthering,.,  full 
and  general  enquiry  into  public 
matters,  at  length  acquiefced  in 
the  motion,  and  orders  were  i fined, 
befides  General  Robertfon,  for  the 
attendance  of  General  Jones,  Col. 
Dixon,  and  Major  Stanton  ;  as 
alfo,  for  John  Maxwell,  Jofeph 
Galloway,  Andrew  Allen,  John 
Paterfon,  Theodore  Morris,  an.$ 
Enoch  Story,  Efqrs. 

The  exceedingly  fevere  and  vi- 
rulent cenfure  and  reproach,  re- 
peatedly thrown  upon  General 
Burgoyne,  by  fome  perfons  high 
in  office,  produced'  at  lengih  an 
effect,  which  was  as  little  intended 
as  expected ,  by  the  authors  of  the 
caufe  from  whence  it  proceeded. 
The  'harftinefs  and  frequency  of 
the  reproach,  which  was  not  al- 
ways guarded  or  chafte,  feemed  by 
degrees  to  awaken  men  of  all  de- 
fcriptions  and  parties,  into  fome 
particular  consideration,  of  thofe 
very  peculiar,  and  unhappy  circum- 
ftances  of  fituatton,'  under  which, 
that  officer  was  compelled  to  fub- 
mit  to  fuch  reproach,  without'  a 
pdfUbiEty  of  vindicating  in.  any 
manner  his  character  an  a^h  on  our, 
At  length,  all  fides  of  the  Ho  ufe,, 
'    *"  itemed 
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teemed  at  once' to  feel  for  and  com- 
miferace  the  unhappy  Situation  of 
that  general. 

An   occafion   for  calling  forth 
this    difpofition    prefented    itfelf. 
Sir  William   Howe  having  clofed 
his  evidence,  and  the  time  being 
yet  open  for  bringing  forward  the 
counter    evidence,    there    was    a 
chafm  of  forne  days  in  the  bufinefs 
of  the  Committee.     General  Bur- 
goyne  feized  the  opportunity,   and 
while  a  fe»fe  of  the  recent  charge 
and    reproach  ,was   ftill   frefh   in 
every  mind,  he  threw  hiinfelf  on 
the  juftice,  and  claimed  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Houfe,    conjuring 
them,  that  they  would  afford  him 
an  opportunity,   by  entering  upon- 
his  defence,  to  redeem  his  honour 
and  character  from  that  unwarrant- 
ed cenfure,  fo  publicly  and  licen- 
tioufly  bellowed  upon  both.     He 
itated,  that  the  argument  of  the 
impropriety  of  military  enquiries 
in  the  Houfe  could  not  apply  to 
him,   even  if  they  had  any  weight 
in    them felves,    as    he    had   fre- 
quently applied  for  a  court  martial, 
and  had  as  often  been  refufed  it. 
He  was  fupported  by  gentlemen 
on  both  fides  of  the  Houfe  ;    and 
the    American     minifter*  himfelf 
gave  into  it,  and  faid,  that  fuch 
ftrongaccufations  had  been  recent- 
ly laid  again  ft  him,  that  he  was 
entitled  in  juftice  to  be  heard  in 
his   defence.       This   was  readily 

May  20th.   ^refd  to'  *»**««« 
J  day  but  one,  fixed  for 

his  entering  upon  it. 

The  officers  examined  upon  this 

bufinefs   were  Sir  Gay  Carleton, 

then  Governor  of  Qaebec ;  Earl  of 

Baicarras  ;   Captain  Money,  acting 

Quarter  Mailer  General ;   Earl  of 

Harrington  ;  Major.Forbes  ;  Cap- 

Kin.BlPQn&Jicidj  pf  the  artillery; 


and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kingfton, 
Adjutant  General;  all  of  whom, 
excepting  the  firfr,  were  pre/ent 
during  the  whole  campaign  ;  and 
eminent  partakers  in  all  the  unpa- 
ralleled difficulties,  diftrefles,  and 
dangers  of  the  northern  expe- 
dition. 

The    evidence    was    unufually 
clear,  plain,  accurate,  and  dir'eft 
to  its  matter.      It  went  uniformly 
to  place  the  character  of  the  fufFe- 
ring  and  unfortunate  general  in  a 
very  high  point  of  view,  whether 
considered  as  a  man,  a  foldier,  or 
the  leader  of  an  army  in  the  moil 
trying  and  perilous  fervice.     That 
he  poffeffed  the  confidence  and  af- 
fection of  his  army  in  fo  extraor- 
dinary a  degree,    that  no  lofs  or 
misfortune  could   fhake  the  one, 
nor  diftrefs  or  affliction  weaken  the 
other.     It  eftablifhed  an  in  fiance, 
fo  far  as  it  could  be  conclufive, 
(and  a  clofe  crofs-examination  was 
not  able  to  weaken  it)  perhaps  un- 
equalled  in  military  hi ftory ;  that 
during  fo   long  and   continued  a 
fcene  of  unceafing  fatigue,  hard- 
ship, danger,  and  diftrefs,  finally 
ending  in  general  ruin,  and  capti- 
vity, not  a  fingle  voice  was  heard 
through    the    army,    to   upbraid, 
cenfure,  or  blame  their  general  \ 
and  that  at  length,  when  all  their 
courage  and  efforts  were  found  in- 
effectual,   and  every  hope  totally 
cut  off,  they  were  flill  willing  to 
perifh  along  with  him.      It  may, 
however,  be  a  queftion  of  rivalfhip 
in  honour,  what  (hare  of  the  praife- 
arifing   from   this  exemplary  con- 
duit ihould  be  attributed  to  the 
general,  and  what,  to  the  admi- 
rable temper,  difcipKne  and  virtue 
of  his  troops  ? 

This  evidence  went  alfo,  fo  far 
as  from  its  nature  it  was  capable- 
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of  doing,  to  the  direct  overthrow  or    nigh   in   rank  and  office  here  to 


removal,  o£  every  charge  *or  cen-\ 
Cure, . .which  had .  been  thrown* out, 
or  infinuated,  egaioft  the  con  dud 
of  the  commander ;  leaving,  bow- 
ever, -the  queftion  of  opinion  ne- 
ceffafily  open,  whether  his  orders 
for  proceeding  to  Albany  were 
peremptory,  or  conditional;  and 
perhaps  leaving  likewife  fome 
doubts  behind,  with  refpect  both 
to  the  defign  and  to  the  mode  of 
conducting  the  expedition,  under 
Colonel  Baume,  to  Bennington. 
In  other  matters  it  feems  conclu- 
sive ;  and  particularly  detects  two 
falfehoods,  at  the  beginning  of  this 
enquiry  in  full  credit  and  vigour ; 
the  one,  that  General  Phillips,  at 
the  time  of  the  convention,  offered 
to  force  his  way,  with  a  fpecirled 
part  of  the  army,  from  Saratoga, 
back  to  Ticonderago ;  the  other, 
that  the  lace  gallant  General  Fra- 
zcr,  had  exprefled  the  utmoil  dif- 
approbation  to  the  meafure  of  paf- 
fing  the  Hudfon's  river. 

The  witneffes  were  generally  of 
opinion,  from  what  they  faw  and 
heard  of  the  temper  and  language 
of  the  troops,  that  nothing  left 
than  the.pafiing  of  that  river,  and 
advancing  to  fight  the  enemy, 
could  have  fatisfied  the  army  y  or 
preferved  the  general's  character 
with  it ;    and  that  even,  after  all 


throw,  out;  relative  to  a  fuppofed 
natural  deficiency  of  fpirit  which 
they  attributed  to  the  Americans, 
Fully  m afters  and  judges  of  the 
fubject,  and  poffeffing  fentiments 
more  liberal  and  generous,  thefe 
officers  fcorned  to  depreciate  the 
character  of  an  enemy,  from  any 
refentment  for  his  fair  hoftility  ; 
and  declared  freely,  that  the  Ame- 
ricans fhevved  a  refolution,  perfe- 
verance,  and  even  obftinacy  in  ac* 
tion,  which  rendered  them  by  no 
means  unworthy  of  a  conteft  with 
the  brave  troops  to  whom  they 
were  oppofed.  Written  evidence, 
was  alio  produced,  and  fupported, 
that  the  number  of  the  rebel  army, 
at  the  time  of  the  furrender, 
amounted  to  19,000  men,  of  which 
thirteen  or  fourteen  thoufand  wera 
men  actually  carrying  mufquets. 

The  examination  of  General 
Burgoyne's  witneffes  being  clofed, 
the  American  minifter  opened  tha 
counter  evidence,  which  was 
brought  to  oppofe  that  given  in  fa- 
vour of  Lord  and  Sir  William 
Howe.  The  only  witneffes,  which) 
it  was  thought  expedient  Or  aecef-r 
fary  to  examine  on  that  fide,  of 
thofc  whofe  names  wo  have  Rated, 
were  Major  General  Robertfbn, 
Deputy  Governor  of  New  York} 
ana  Kir.  Jofeph  Galloway.    Nona 


the  misfortunes  that  happened,  it    of  the  officers,  ordered  to  attend, 
was  dill  univerfally  conbdered  as    except  thegeneral  abovamentiqned, 


a  matter  of  neceffity  which  he 
could  not  have  avoided  ;  or  which 
if  he  had,  that  it  would  have  been 
fuch  a  failure,  as  he  never  could 
have  forgiven  to  himfelf,  nor  been 
able  to  juftify  to  his  country,  Their 
teftimony  went  likewife.  fully  and 
decisively  tp  the  fubveriion  of  that 
injurious  (lander,  which  it  was 
once,  a  fafhion  with  fgme  perfons 

i 


were  called  upon/-  Mr'.  Galtoway 
had  been  an  American  lawyer, 
and  a  member  of  the  firft  Cohgrefs ; 
and  was  one  of  thofe  that  had 
come  over  to  Sir  William  Howe  at 
the  time  when  the  rebel  caufe  fee  ax- 
ed nearly  ruined,  by  his  great  foe* 
ceffes  at  New  York,  and  Long 
Ifland,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1776,  and  when  that  violent  con- 
ten  tip* 
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Aeotion  of  parties,  brolpt  oat  tt 
Philadelphia,  which  we  have  for- 
merly taken  notice  of.  The  ge- 
neral had  immediately  afforded  a 
Jiberal  provifion  for  this  Jaft  jwit- 
nefs,  (from  whofe  fervices  he  ex- 
pected fome  con lider able  advan- 
tages, in  which,  Jiowever,  he  de- 
clared himfelf  difappointed)  and 
afterwards  advanced  him  to  lucra- 
tive, as  well  as  pattering  civil  em- 
ployments* 

The  general   tendency  .of  this 
evidence  was  to  overthrow.,  inva- 
lidate, or  weaken,   the  teftimeny 
already,  given  in  favour  of  the  com- 
manders*    And  the  points  which 
it  principally  laboured  to  eitabliih 
for  thai  purpofe,  and  .for  the  vin- 
dication; of  the. minifter*,  were  .the 
following..       .The  vvaft   majority, 
who  from  principle  and^ifpc&tion, 
were  xealoufly  attached  to  the  go- 
vern mept  0/    this  country,    and 
Gonfequently  enemies  to  the  con- 
duct  and   tyranny  of  the  ruling 
powers  ;  this  was  rated  by  the  firlt 
wknefs  at  tu;©  thirds,  and  by  the 
iecond  at  four  fifths,  of  the  whole 
people,. on  thsit  continent.     That 
If  a  proper  ufchad  been  made  of 
this  favourable  difpojition  of  the 
-multitude,,  it  mjght  have  been  di- 
rected to.Xuch  -nffential  ;furpofes, 
as.  would  have  brought  the  waf  to 
.-a   fpeedy  and   happy  concluuon. 
That  the  force  fent  out  from  this 
country  was  fully  competent  to  the 
attainment  of  its  object,    by  the 
total  reduction  of   the  rebellion, 
and  the  confequent  recovery  of  the 
colonies.      That    the    country  of 
America  was  not  in  its  nature  par- 
ticularly flrong,  much'lefs  imprac- 
ticable,   with   refpect  to  military 
operations.      That  the  face  of  a 
country  being  covered  with  wood, 
afforded  no    impediment    to    the 


«» arch  .of  an  army.  In  as  many  CO* 
lumns  as  they  plcafed.     That  the 
Britim  troops  potftfted  a  greater 
fuperiority  oyer  the  Americans,  ia 
their  own  favourite  mode  of  budi* 
fighting,  and  the  detached  fervice 
in  woods',  than  in  any  other  what- 
ever..      That  armies  .might  cany 
nineteen  days  provifion  on  their 
backs,  and  confequeatly  need  not 
be  deterred  from  the  undertaking 
of  expeditions,  through  the  want 
of  xhoie    means    of   conveyance 
which  are  now  deemed  indifpen- 
fible.     That  the  rebel  force,  both 
with  refpect  to  number,  and  to  ef- 
fective Urength,  was,  at  the  moft 
intere&ing  periods,  if  not  always., 
much  inferior  to  what  was  repre- 
sented.    And,  to  a  general  con* 
dem nation  of  the/outhetn  expedi- 
tion ;  along  with  an  endeavour  to 
(hew,  the  great  advantages  which  ' 
would  have  refulted  in  that  cam- 
paign, if  Sir  William  Howe  had 
taken  pofleflion  of  the  north  river, 
and  directed  his  operations  towards 
Albany. 

^Several  other  more  direct  char- 
ges or  accusations  were  brought 
again  ft  (he  military  conduct,  of  the 
brother  commanders,  which  were 
chiefly  undertaken  by  Mr.  Gallo- 
way, Particularly  with  refpeft  to 
the  going  round  bv  the  Che  fa  peak, 
in  lie  ad  of  up  the  Delaware,  on  the 
fouthern  expedition,;  the  want  of 
fuf&cient  difpatch  and  vigour  in 
the  purfuit  of  the  rebels  from 
Brunfwickacrofs  the  Jerfies,  in  the 
year  1776,  to  which  their  efcape 
was  attributed ;  the  not  cutting  off 
Wafhington  at  Trenton,  before 
he  could  crofs  the  river,  which  was 
contended  to  be  practicable,;  and 
the  not  pafiing  "the  Delaware,  -and 
proceeding  to  Philadelphia  at  that 
time,  which,  it  wasaiTerted,  would 

[K]  4  have 
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have  put  an  epd  to  the  war  ;  along  of  war,  which  the  older*  and  meft 

with  a  number  of  other  matters  experienced    commanders  do  not 

tending  to  the  fame  p-jrpefe.  often  pretend  to. 

On  this  the  ot>ucfit;oa  from  time         The  examination  of  thefe  two 

to  time  remarked,  that  trieg-eater  witr.e:Te5  was  frsn  oct,  by  the  in- 

part  of  rhefegent-tn-r/s  tefhmocy  terver.tion  of  b^r.efs,  ar,d   ctr.cr 

was  founded  op^n  pri.  ateop:r.:.3nt  means,  »oihe  erd  cf  J-r.e.    In  the 

hearfay    knowledge,    inreliigence  mean   time,    a?   it   wa?   uncertain 

from  abfent  cr  unknown  perfons,  what  farther  evidence  might  be  ca!- 

and  flrcng  aifertiocs  cf  facts,    un-  led  en  that  fide,  and  the  l'eflion  be- 

fup ported  by    any  collateral   evi-  ing  fo  near  a  cenciufion,  Sir  Wil- 

dence.     It  was  a!fo  remarked  by  liamHowe  requeited,  that,  inconr 

them,    that  the  only  efneer  pre-  fequer.ee  of  the  attack  made  upon 

ducfd,  had  been  vtry  l:t:!e,    if  at  his   character  in   the  evidence  cf 

aH,  out  of  our  garrifons,  (i nee  the  Mr.  Galloway,    a  day  might  be 

commencement  of  the  war,    ar.d  appointed,   on  which  he  mould  be 

was'herefore  little  qualified,  either-  permitted  to   bring  witnefTe-,   in 

to  gUe  fitisfacWy  information  re-  order  to  controvert   and  difprove 

larive  to  the  difpc:l::cn  of  a  people  tncfe  charges.      This  was  re  fa  fed 

with  whom  he  was  foii::!e  conver-  by   the    minifters,    and    did    not 

fant,  or  to  give  critical  opinion  on  feem  to  be   approved    of  by   the 

nriliiary  meafures  which   he   had  Houfe,  who   had  got  tired  of  the 

never  feen.     As  to  the  witnefsof  a  bufinefs,  and  befides  faw  no  peffi- 

civil  defcription,  they  fa:d  it  was  bility  cf  bringing  it  to  a  conclu- 

firgular,    that,    although  bred   a  fion,  during  the  ihort   remainder 

lawyer,    and   habituated  to  bun"-  of  the  feflion,      The  former  faid 

nefs,  he  could  fcarcely  be  brought  that  the  general  had  already  met 

to  recoil  eft  the  fin  a?  left  part  of  his  with   every   indulgence   be  could 

own, conduct  in  the  molt  trying,  reafonably  expeft;    but  that  the 

fignal,  and  poflibly  dangerous  fitu-  calling  in  of  new  witnefles,  at  that 

ation  of  his  life,  and  the  molt  con-  time,  could7  not  be  admitted  ;  that 

fpicuous  fphere  of  action  to  which  he  however  had  it  ftill  in  his  power 

he  had  ever  been  exalted,   when  a  to  crofs- ex  amine  Mr.  Galloway  as 

member  cf  the  congrefs ;  and  yet,  much  as  he  pleafed. 
that  the  fame  man,  a  total  Granger        This  was  far  from  affording  any 

$0  the  profeffion,    ar.d  only  flying  fatisfaclion  to  the  other  fide,  who 

for   refuge   to   the  Britilh   army,  complained  loudly,  that  a'fter  the 

fhould  all  at  once  acquire  an  accu-  attacks  made  upon  the  general's 

racy  with  refpedt  to  military  de-  character,  the  refufing  to  hear  evir 

tai;s,  and  the  complicated  bufinefs  dence  in  his  vindication,  was  no 

of  a  camp,  which  cou:d  fcarcely  lefs  than  a  denial  of  juftice.   They 

be  expected  f.om  a  qjarter-m  after-  were,  however,   obliged  to  fubmit 

general,  and  as  fuddenly  become  to   what  they  could  not  remedy, 

potfrfl"d,  along  with  the  minutiae,  The  committee  was  refunded  on 

of  that  nice  discernment  and  criti-  the  29th  of  June;  but  an  advan- 

cal  judgment,  in  the  general  con-  tage  being    taken   of  fome   little 

fiuclj  and  all  the  great  operations  delay,  (which  he  ftaced  not  to  be 
6  above 
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above  a  quarter  of  an  hour)  in  Sir  mittee    was     fuddenty,  djflbjved» 

William  Howe's  no£  beinghnme^  without  coming  to  a  fingle^  ref<>j 

diately  pre  Tent  for  the  crols  exarhi-  lution.  upon  any  part  Qtlhfi  btij- 

nation  of  the  witnefs,   the  com-  finefs. 


C    H    A    Pf        VIIL 

Two  enquiries  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  %  tending  to  the  fame  obj*3K  and  carried^ 
■    on  through /he  greater  part  of  the  Jeff  on.       Enquiry  into  the  ft  ate  of  the. 
navy,  and  the  con/lucl  of  the  admiralty,    inft  tinted  by  the  Earl  of  Briftoh 
Motions  for  naval  papers,  bring  cut  much  debate,  and  are  rejecled  upon  a\ 
divfeon.     Motion  by  the  Earl  ofBriftol,  for  the  removal  of  the  firfl  Lord, 
of  the  admiralty  from  his  employment.       Great  Debates,     Motion  rejected 
upon  a  divijion.     P  rot  efts.     Enquiry  into  the  government  and  management 
of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  conducted  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond.     Mo*ues  for 
a  compenfation  to  Captain  Baillie,  late  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Greenwich 
Hofpital.     Motion  reje&ed upon  a  divijion.  Minority  Lords  quit  the  Houfe  t 
Refolutions  in  vindication  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich.     Hard  cafe  of  Captain 
Baillie.     Marquis  cf  Rockingham  endeavours  to  bring  forward  an  enquiry 
into  the  affairs  of  Ireland.     After  fever al  ineffectual  attempts,  a  kind  of 
compromije  takes  place,  referring  the  bufenefs  of  that  country  to  the  enfuing 
fejjion.      Mr.  Town/bend's  motion  to  defer  the  prorogation  of  parliament, 
rejefied  upon  a  divijion.     Spanijh  manifefto.       Addrefs  from  the  Commons. 
Second  addrefs  moved  by  Lord  John  Cavendijh.       Motion  of  adjournment 
carried  upon  a  divijion.     Amendment  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Lords,  moved  by 
the  Earl  of  Abingdon,  and  rejecled  upon  a  divijion.       Second  amendment  • 
propofed  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond ;  rejected  upon  a  divijion,  after  confeder- 
ate debate.     Bill  brought  in  by  the  minifter  for  doubling  the  militia,  after 
much  debate  and  propofed  amendment  paffed  by  the  Commons.     Indemnity 
bill  likewife  paffed.      Militia  bill  meets  with  great  oppofition  in  the  Houfe 
cf  Lords.     Indemnity  bill  much  oppofed  ;  but  carried  through.      Protefts. 
Militia  bill  deprived  of  its  principal  effeclive  powers,   and  returned  to  the 
Commons.     Debate  on  a  point  of  privilege.     Bill  paffed.     Speech  from  the 
Throne. 


DURING  thefe  tranfattions  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
Lords  were  principally  taken  up 
with  two  enquiries  of  an  unufual 
cad  and  nature;  and  both  tending 
directly,  or  indirectly,  to  the  fame 
object,  to  the  crimination  or  cen- 
fure  of  the  firft  lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty. The  firft  of  thefe*  was  an 
enquiry  inftituted  into  the  ftate  of 
the  navy  and  the  conduct  of  the 
admiralty  ^    by    the   late   tarl  of 


Briftol,  which  went  directly  and 
avowedly  to  the  crimination  in  the 
firft  inllance,  and  to  the  removal 
in*  the  fecond,  of  that  nobleman, 
from  the  very  high  and  important 
department  in  which  he  had  folong 
prefided.  In  the  conduct  and  pur- 
fuit  of  this  enquiry  and  object,  he 
was  profeffionally  aflifted  by  the 
Duke  of  Bolton,  and  ably  fup- 
ported  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
and  fqme  other  of  (he  moil  active 

lprds 
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lands  of  the  opposition.  The  in-  lent  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty; 
dustiy,  patience,  and  conftancy,  and  thereon  to  ground  charges  of 
with  which  he  applied  himfelf  to  malverfation  again  ft  that  noble- 
(b  complicated  and  laborious  a  bu-  man ;  with  a  view  more  particu- 
£nefs,  encumbered  with  frequent  lariy  of  opening  the  eyes  of  a  great 
and  tirefome  calculation,  and  with  perfonage,  and  that  he  might  not 
tedious  comparative  edimates,  at  continue  the  only  man  in  the  na- 
si time  when  he  was  finking  under  tion,  who  was  unacquainted  with 
the  prepare  of  various  infirmities,  the  deplorable  (late  of  his  navy . 
and  a  victim  to  the  mod  excruci-  It  was,  however,  the  24th  of 
atinr  difeafes,  could  not  but  excite  March,  before  the  Earl  of  Briftol 
admiration  ;  and  indeed,  however  was  able  to  attend  in  perfon,  and 
right,  or  otherwife,  his  opinions  he  was  then  fo  feeble  and  broken 
might  have  been  founded,  afforded  down,  as  to  depend  only  on  his 
nO  fmall  indication,  that  in  a  fea-  crutches  for  fupport  while  he  was 
fan  and  fituation  which  feemed  fo  fpeaking.  His  fpeech  did  not  feera 
effectually  to  fhut  out  all  perfonal  the  lefs  vehement  for  his  weak- 
con  fide  rations,    his  conduct  mud  nefs. 

have 'proceeded  from  the  mofl  dif-        He  affirmed,  and  faid  he  would 

interfiled  and  genuine  patriotifm.  prove,  that  the  conduct  of  the  no- 

Although'  the  noble  earl  had  on  ble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  navy# 

the  firft  day  of  the  feffion  given  with  refpect  to  the  great  truftrepo- 

fome  intimation  of  his  defign;  yet  fed  in  him,  was  highly  criminal ; 

his  fubfequent  date  of  health  was  fo  and  fuch  as  called  aloud.,   for  the 

depldrable,   that  on  the    19th  of  fulled  cenfufe  of  that  Houfe,  and 

February,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  for  the  utmoft  indignation  of  the 

was  obliged  to  make  the  motions,  people.      After  describing,    what 

in  his  name  and  behalf,  for  the  appeared  immediately  to  himfelf, 

bringing  forward  of  thofe  papers  as  mod  particularly  ruinous  and  ca- 

which  were  immediately  neceuary  lamitous*  in  the  conduct  and  ftate 

to  the  enquiry-     The  demand  of  of  naval  affairs*  he  drew  one  con - 

papers,  tending,  it  was  faid,  to  ex-  folation*  Jie  iaid#  from  the  ineffcc- 

pofe  the  date  of  the  navy,   and  tivenefs  of  the  attempts  made  by 

without  the  knowledge  of  any  im-  the  marine  minUter*  upon  the  cha- 

portant  purpofe  or  object  in*  view  rafter,  life,   and  honour,  of  Ad- 

for  the  judication  of  fuch  a  mea-  miral  Keppel;  a*d  from  the  ^ai- 

fure,    being   drongly  oppofed  by  lure   of  thofe   machiavelian  arts 

the  court  lords,    the  noble  duke  (which,  he  faid,  he  had  fo  fuccefs- 

was  brought  to  an  explanation  and  fuJly  employed  on  other  occafions} 

avowal,  that  the  a*bient  Earl  in-  when  their  objeft  was  to  create  an 

tended  thofe  papers,  along  with  improper    aad  corrupt    influence 

other   materials,    for  laying    the  among  the  BrhUh  feamen.     That 

foundations  of  a  public  enquiry  in*  noble  lord,    he  faid,    had    now 

to  naval  affairs,  and  a  com  pari  fon  found  by  experience,  that  no  pro* 

of  the  prefent   date  of  the  navy,  mifes  could    allure,    nor   threats 

with  that  in  which  it  had  devol-  prevent  them,  from  a  performance 

ved  from   Lord   Hawke,     to  the  of  their  duty,    and  the  prefer va- 

uuft  and  government  of  the  pre-  tion  of  their  honour.      Having 

been 
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been  called  to  order  for  the  term? 
macbiaiidian  arts,  he  repeated 
them,  and  faid  he  would  prove 
them  at  a  proper  time.  His  in- 
tended motions  were  taken  up 
with  that  view,  and  he  meant  to 
dire 61  them  folely  to  the  criminal 
conviction  of  the  fir  ft  lord  of  the 
admiralty ;  he  therefore  gave  this 
early  notice,  that  the  Houfe  might 
u~  prepared  ,  as  well  as  the  noble 
earl,  on  the  16th  of  April ;  he 
then  moved,  that  the  lords  might 
be  fummoned  for  that  day,  when 
he  would  enter  fully,  he  faid,  in- 
to the  proof  and  investigation  of 
thofe  fads,  which  had  induced 
him  to  inftitute  the  enquiry. 

Thus  was  the  gauntlet  thrown 
down,  the  day  appointed,  and 
the  lifts  prepared,  for  the  decifion 
of  this  conteft.  The  noble  lord 
at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  jus- 
tified his  conduct  with  refped  to 
Admiral  Keppel,  upon  the  fame 
ground  which  we  have  already 
feen  taken  upon  that  fubjed.  And 
being  furprized  into  fome  warmth, 
as  well  by  other  attacks,  as  by 
what  we  have  Hated,  he  declared 
that  he  was  afraid  of  no  man  li- 
ving :  "  That  his  in  cent  ions  were 
upright,  his  heart  was  honed,  and 
he  had  no  dread  that  they  would 
not  bear  him  out  again  ft  every  at- 
tack which  might  be  made  upon 
him  by  his  enemies," 

Several  motions  being  made  on 
the  30th  of  March,  by  the  Earl  of 
Briftol,  for  a  great  number  of  ad- 
ditional accounts,  naval  lifts,  and 
other  papers,  neceflary  to  the  fup?- 
port  of  the  enquiry,  they  were 
ltrongly  oppofed  by  the  noble  lord 
at  the  head  of  the  navy,  upon  the 
old  ground,  that  fuch  communi- 
cation would  be  exceedingly  im- 
proper, and  highly  dangerous  at 
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prefent,  as  affording  means  of  in- 
formation to  $he  enemy,  which 
they  could  not  otherwise  poffibly 
acquire.  .Although  the  validity 
of  this  objedion  was  not  acknow- 
ledged on  the  other  fide,  the  noble 
mover  offered  to  modify  or  con- 
tract  his  motions  in  any  manner 
that  might  be  thought  neceflarjr 
for  preventing  the  fuppofed  ef» 
feds.  He  wifhed  at  the  fame 
time  to  imprefs  one  truth  impor- 
tant to  his  purpofe  on  their  lord* 
fhips  minds,  which  he  vouched 
for,  that  there  was  not  a  single 
iota  of  the  matter  which  his  mo- 
tions were  intended  to  draw  forth, 
with  which  the  French  cabinet  waa 
not  already  perfectly  acquainted  1 
and,  upon  the  ground  of  prece- 
dent, that  they  were  literally  co* 
pied  from  fimilar  motions  made 
and  agreed  to  in  the  year  f  7JJf  in 
the  very  height  of  the  late  war,  and 
when  an  inrafion  was  diredly 
threatened  from  Prance.  Nothing 
he  could  fay  being,  however, 
deemed  fatisfa&ory,  and  no  quali- 
fication to  the  total  refufal  of  the 
papers  admitted,  much  debate 
arofe,  and  the  former  feverity  of 
cenfure  was  not  only  renewed,  but, 
it  had  now,  by  a  fupply  of  frefli 
matter,  acquired  additional  ftrength 
and  fharpnefs. 

This  proceeded  from  the  recent 
appointment  of  a  commander  to 
the  grand  fleet,  which  was  deftined 
for  the  home  defence.  They  faid, 
tha$  the  immediate  confequences 
which  had  -already  appeared,  of 
thofe  manoeuvres  of  the  admiralty, 
by  which  they  had  driven  Admiral 
Keppel,  Lord  Howe,  Sir  Robert 
Harland,  and  other  diilinguiihed 
officers,  from  the  fervice  and  de- 
fence of  their  country,  were  in  the 
highejl  degree  alarming  and  un- 
happy 
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happy   to  the  nation.      Through 
tfye  lofs   of   thefe    great  officers, 
the  admiralty  were  now  under  a 
neceffity,   of    dragging    forth    Sir 
Charles  Hardy  from  his  intended 
final  retreat,  and  from  that  repofe, 
fuited  to  his  time  of  life,  which 
had  been  affigned  to  him  in  the 
government    of   Greenwich    hof- 
pjtal  ;    and  after   anN  ab fence   of 
twenty  years   from  the  fea,    and 
having  neceffarily  laid  by   every 
idea  of- a  profeffion,  to  which  he 
d|d  not  >  even   dream  of  ever  re- 
turning, is  compelled,  at  an  age 
like w iie  unlit  for  active  fervice,   to 
undertake,  a  talk  of  the  molt  ar- 
duous  and   difficult   nature,,  and 
which   may  probably  require  the 
greateft  activity  and  exertion,  which 
were  ever  yet  difplayed  by  a  Britifh 
Teaman.     They  defired   it  might 
bet  understood,  that  they  did  not 
mean,  the  fmalleft  imputation  to 
the  character  of  that   gentleman, 
nor  the  mod  remote  infinuation  to 
fji$  difadvantage;    their  obferva- 
tions  were  confined  merely  to  his 
particular  circumftances  and  fitua- 
tion.      But  it  was,    they  fa  id,    a 
matter  of  the  molt   alarming  na- 
ture, to   fee  perhaps   the   fate  of 
England,  committed  to  the  hands 
of, a  fuperannuated,  and  it  might 
be  faid,  a  rullicated  officer;  who 
mull  conGder  the  appointment  ra- 
ther as  an  irjury  than  a.  favour; 
.  and  was  befides  confcious,  that  he 
was  merely  an  object  of  neceffity, 
and  not  of  choice,  even  with  hi* 
employers.       And    this    (late    of 
things    was    rendered    (till    more 
grievous  and  deplorable,  by  feeing, 
ac  the  fame  in ftan t,  fome  of  the 
greateft  names  and  characters,  that 
had  ever  graced  the  Britifh  navy, 
or  exalted  its  renown,  profcribed 
from  the  fervice  of  (heir  country, 


through  the  rancour  and  malignity, 
if  not  the  treachery,  of  the  ad- 
miralty. 

Lord  Briftol's  motions  were  re- 
jected, on  a  divifion,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  ji^ft  two  to  one,  the  num- 
bers being  60  to  30.  The  lords 
had  been  fummoned  on  that  day, 
on  a  motion  of  the  Duke  of  Man- 
chester's ;  which  was  likewife  for 
naval  papers,  but  not  relative  to 
the  prefent  enquiry ;  it  being  in- 
tended to  convey  cenfure  or  cri- 
minality again  It  the  minifters  in 
the  other  Houfe,  on  a  charge  of 
lingular  neglect.  Ic  was  a  iter  ted, 
and  we  believe  has  not  been  dis- 
proved, that  in  fome  time  after 
orders  were  di  {patched  from  hence 
for  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia, 
a  fleet  of  victuallers  had  been  fuf- 
fered  to  depart  from  Ireland  for 
that  place,  in  total  ignorance  of 
the  defign  of  the  minifters,  and 
having  accordingly  entered  the 
Delaware,  efcaped  narrowly,  and 
by  mere  accident,  frbm  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The 
motion  was  for  the  papers  neceflary 
to  an  enquiry  into  this  t  ran  faction. 
As  this  could  not  be  oppofed  upon 
any  fuppdfitien  of  danger,  from 
the  affording  of  intelligence  to  the 
enemy,  the  motion  was  objected  to 
for  its  generality,  in  not  being  ap- 
plied to  the  fpecific  papers  and 
dates  which  were  wanted  ;  and 
aifo,  that  it  was  totally*  unnecef- 
fary,  as  no  ill  confequence  what- 
ever had  arifen  from  the  fact,  even 
fuppofing  it  to  be  exactly  as  had 
been  reprefented-  This  motion  was 
likewife  rejected.,  by  a  majority  of 
40  to  28. 

The  appointment  for  the  ^ords 
to  attend  on  the  naval  difcujJSon, 
having  been  changed  from  the 
1 6th   to  the  23d  of-  April,    the 

£arl 
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Earl    of   Briftol    introduced    and  who  had   formerly   concurred   in 

fupported  his  motion,  with  an  ex-  fupporting  thofe  ffleaftires,  which 

traordinary  degree  of  ability  aod  had    fo   notorioufly   brought    the 

profeffional  knowledge.     The  in-  navy,    and   confequently  the  na- 

formation  brought  out  was  various,  tk>h,  into  their  present  fit  nation, 

and  feems  to  have  been  collected  being  ndw  convinced  of  their  per- 

with  accuracy.     He  informed  the  BieiooV  tendency,  ami' 'how /much 

Lords,  that  he  had  every  one  of  they  had  beea  deceived  by -artful 

tjae  papers  which  they  h*ad  refufed  mifreprefentation,  would  CQndpma 

to.  him  then  in  his  hands,  but  that  thofe   very  mcafuresy  which  they 

as  he  conceived  from  that  refufa!,  had  then  been  feduced  to  approve, 

chat  they  were  of  opinion  there  -■'  He  accordingly  mdved,  *^X.bat 

would  be  fome  impropriety  in  eft-  "-  an'httmble  addrefs  be  prefented 

pofijog  them  to  public  view,  how-  "  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  WiU'.lie 

ever  Contrary  that  was  to  his  own  *«  graeionfly  pleafed  tbtandve  the 

knowledge,  and  however  neceflary  /'  Right  Honourable  John1  Earl  of 

ijiey  qiight  be  towards  the  accom-  "  Sandwich,  fir  ft  commiffioneFlcJr 

pliihment  of    the   great  national  **  executing  the  office  of  Idrtf  high 

purpofe,  which  he:,  was   purfuing,  '«  admiral  of  Great  Britain/  £q. 

\».  wquld,  notwithftending,   upon  "  and  one  of  his  Majefty's.  rnoft 

that  account^  refrain  from  bringing  "  honourable  privy  council,  from. 

them  forward*      He. farther  pro-  "  the  faid  office  of  the  firft  lore) 

feflecl,   that  in  regard  to  the  un-  "  com  miffioner  of  the  admiralty." 
happy  circumftances  of  our  fitua-        We  have  had  fo  inuch  occafion. 

tion,  and  neceffity  of  the  time,  he  for  fome  time  paft,  to  Hate  matter 

would  himfelf  throw,  a  veil  over  of  charge  and-  defence,    as  they 

all  thofe  parts,    the  expofure  of  were   laid    or   fuftained    in   both 

^vhich   conld   poffibly   afford   any  Houfes,  with  refpect  td  the  ftate 

ufeful  information  to  the  enemy.  of  the  navy,  and  the  condutt  of 

He  obferved,  at  the  clofe  of  his  the  admiralty,  that  it  will  not  be 

fpeech,    that  there   were  various  fuppo fed  that  much  new  ground 

parliamentary  methods  of  removing  relative  to  the  fubjecl  could  now 

any  minifter;    and  all  of  which,  be  opened.      The  curious   naval 

excepting  one,  tended  to   punifh  lifts,  calculations,  and  comparative 

at  well  as  to  remove ; — as,  a  bill  eftimates,    dated  by   the  Earl  of 

of  impeachment,   a    bill    of  at-  Briftol,    are  not  properly  within 

tainder,    a  bill  of  pains  and  pe-  our  province.     The  great  point  of 

nalties ;  all  thefe  went  to  punifh  charge,    principally    laboured   by 

as  well  as  to  remove ;  but  that  of  the  Earl  of  Briftol,  and  to  which' 

add.reffing  the  King  to  remove  from  all  the  others  were  far  fubordinate, 

his  Majefty's  councils  and  prefence  was  to  the  following  purport,  viz. 

for  ever,  tends  only  to  remove  the  That  about  feven  millions  more 

evil,    without  in  Aiding  any  real  money  had  been  allotted  for  the 

puni/hment  on  the  offender.     He  fupport  and  increafe  of  our  navy 

had,  however,  chofena  milder  me-  during  the  laft  feven  years,  than' 

thod  than  any  of  thofe,  in  hopes  in   any  former  period;  and  that, 

of^the  concurrence  in  general  of  during  that  time,  the  decreafe  and 

th^Lords;  and  that  many  of  thofe  decline  of  the  navy,  nad  been  in* 

aft 
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an  invcrfc  ratio  to  the  excefs  of 
the  expenditure.  Upon  this  part 
of  the  fubject  he  exclaimed,  as  he 
had  done  with  great  energy  upon 
a  former  occafion— **  What  is  be- 
••  come  of  our  navy  ?— Or,  if  there 
"  is  no  navy,  what  is  become  of 
#i  our  money  ?" 

The  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  navy,  defended  himielf  in  his 
nfual  manner,  and  with  his  ufual 
ability.      He  affirmed  his  inno- 
cence in  ftrong  terms,  and  exprefied 
with  great  feeling,  the  confolation 
and  pleafure  which  a  confcioufnefs 
of  it  afforded  ;  he  declared  his  fe- 
dulous  attention  to  the  duties  of 
his  office,    and  the  happy  effects 
which  reful  ted  from  it,  in  the  pre<- 
fen t  high  and  flourifhing  ftatc  of 
the   navy.     He,  however,  ihifted 
Off  all  perfonal  refponfibility  ;  de- 
daring  that  he  was  anfwerable  for 
nothing  more  than  his   fhare,  in 
common   with   the  other  cabinet 
counfellors.    With  refpect  to  other 
matters,    he"  gave  a   Hat  contra- 
diction to  almoft  every  calculation 
and  eftimate  produced  by  his  no- 
ble antagonift,   whether  with  re- 
gard to  thepaft  or  the  prefent  ft  ate 
of  naval  affairs  in   this  country ; 
and  did  not  believe  thofe  which 
related  to  France  or  Spain,     Some 
of   the   charges  brought  on    the 
other  fide,    were  treated  with   as 
little  ceremony.      One  in   parti- 
cular, which  dated  that  the  want 
of  ftores  was   fo  deplorable,  that 
fome  (hips   of  Keppel's  fleet,  al- 
though  under   failing   orders   for 
the  immediate  protection  of  their 
country,  had  been   ftript  of  their 
cordage  and  running  rigging,  in 
order  to  enable  Byron's  Squadron 
to  proceed  to  America ; — and,  that 
when  the  former  had  returned  to 
port,  after  the  action  of  the  27  th 
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of  July*  they  were  detained  fot 
feveral  days,  through  the  want  of 
mads,  and  other  eflential  articles 
of  fupply. — To  this  it  was  an" 
fwered,  that  the  faperabundance 
of  ftores  in  the  docks  and  yards 
was  fo  great,  that  the  warehouses 
and  other  proper  receptacles  were 
not  capable  of  containing  them ; 
and  that  the  dock  of  hemp  in  par- 
ticular was  fo  vaft,  that  the  ad- 
miralty found  it  neceflary  to  ob- 
lige the  artificers  to  take  fome  of 
it  off  their  .hands.  The  noble 
lord,  with  great  fatisfaction  and 
-  good  temper,  ended  a  long  fpeech 
in  a  joke,  which  threw  the  whole 
Houfe  into  good  humour. 

The  Earl  of  Briftol,  however* 
took  care  to  remind  their  lord* 
(hips,  that  every  one  of  his  charges 
were  now  .  fully  eftablifhed  ;  for 
that  his  fpecific  accufations  were 
an  fwered  only  by  general  afTer- 
tions ;  and  terminated  by  attempts 
at  wit.  The  debates  were  long* 
and  mod  of  the  lords  who  are 
fpeakers  took  fome  fhare  in  them. 
The  queftion  being  at  length  pot, 
the  motion  for  the  removal  of  the' 
Earl  of  Sandwich  was  rejected  upori 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  78  to 
39 ;  being  a  fecond  time  exactly 
two  to  one. 
It  may  perhaps  be  thought  fin* 

§ular,  that  the  two  royal  brother" 
ukes,  both  voted  on  this  cccafiori 
for  the  removal  of  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  from  the  government  of 
the  navy.  It  was  obferved  in  t 
fubfequent  debate  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  that  the  fortune  of  that 
nobleman  was  unequalled  in  the 
hiftcry  of  England,  namely,  in 
continuing  to  hold  an  office  of 
fuch  vaft  importance  in  the  ftate* 
after  39  lords,  and  174  members 
of  the  other  Houfe,  had  declare* 

upon 
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*pon  record,  his  being  unfit,  in- 
xapable,  and  confequently  bis  re* 
"  jfcoval  from  it  neceffary. 

A  fliort  proteft,  couched  in  the 
following  terms,  was  figned  by  25 
lords — '•  Becaufe,  as  it  is  highly 

it  ~  '  '  .-     - 
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crimination  of  die  noble  lord  nt 
the  head  ef  that  department ;  whfc 
accordingly  nnderftanding  it  ia 
that  light,  took  fuck  means  of  de- 
fence, as  if  it  had  been  an  avowed 


and  direft  perfonal  •  accufation, 
becoming  this  great  council  of  The  affair'  was  accordingly  folly 
"  the  nation  to  addrefs  his  Ma-  and  ably  difcufTed;  and  a  great 
M  jefty  for  the  removal  of ,  any  number  of  witneffes,  as  well  as  no 
$i  minifter  for  neglecl  of  duty  or  final!  quantity  of  written  tciUmony 
•*  incapacity,  in  order  to  prevent    brought  forward. 


V  public  detriment ;  fo  we  con* 
ir  ceive  the  notoriety  of  the  fads 
**-  in  this  debate  Efficiently  war- 
rants, and  the  present  alarming 


It  would  not  perhaps  be  very 
fafe  with  regard  to  juftice,  (if  it 
even  lay  properly  within  onr  line 
of  observation)  to  give  any  ac- 


#(  fituation  of  public  affairs  loudly  count  of  this  enquiry,  which  did 

**  calls  for,  this  interposition."—  not  nearly  comprize  the  whole  v&- 

The   Earl  of  Briftol  being  the  luminous  detail  of  evidence,  with 

mover,  thought  it  incumbent  on  which  it  was  accompanied,    the 

him,  that  pofterity  mould  be  ac-  crofs  examination  and  particular 

cjeainted  with  the  particular  grounds  objections  which  it,  brought  out, 

upon  which  he  founded  his  mo-  together  witfc^  the  fpeeches  made 


tion.  He  accordingly  entered  a 
feparate  proteft,  of  fome  length, 
for  that  purpofe.  His  death,  loon 
after,  rendered  this  ahnoft  the  laft 
of  his  public  exertion. 
The  fecond  enquiry,  although 


by  the  noble  <!uke,  earl,  and  other 
lords,  which  are  to  be  coafidered 
as  the  pleadings  in  this  cade,  in 
this  ftate  it  has  already  been  com* 
municated  to  the  public,  in  the 
accounts  which  have  been  pub* 


not  of  fuch  magnitude,  considered  limed  of  the  parliamentary  pro 

with  refpeft  to  its   national  im-  ceedings  of  that  time  j   and  the 

portance  and   confequences,  was,  able  fpeech  made  by  the  firft  lord 

however,  upon  a  fubjeft  of  an  in*  of  the  admiralty  in  his  own  de~ 

terefting  nature ;    and   was  con-  fence,  has  likewifc  appeared  in  ft 

tiriued,   with  no  fmall    fhare   of  feparate,  and,  probably,  corre&ed 

trouble,     labour,    and    difficulty,  publication.    We  alfo  truft,  that 

through  much  the  greater  part  of  the  printed  cafe  of  the  late  un- 

the  feffion.     This  was  the  enquiry  fortunate  lieutenant  governor,  Cap* 


into  the  government  and  manage- 
ment of  Greenwich  hofpital ;  the 
firft  papers  on  which  were  moved 
for  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  on 
the  16th  of  February,  and  the 
final  decifion  of  the  Lords  de- 
livered only  on  the  7th  of  June. 
As  the  fupervifion  of  this  noble 
foundation  lay  officially  in  the  ad- 


tain  Baillie,  is  in  raoft  hands. 

The  chief  matters  of  abufe  which 
appeared  in  the  enquiry,  were  thq 
two  following ;  firft,  fome  improper 
variations  in  the  new  charter  from 
the  old,  and  fome  fufpicious  ma- 
nagement with  relation  to  it ;  and, 
that  Captain  Baillie,  the  lieu- 
tenant governor,  who  had  ihewa 


airalty,   the  enquiry,   of  courfe,    great  zeal  and  activity  in  detecting 
tended  virtually  to  the  cenfurc  or    abufcs,  and  particularly  had  pro- 

ftcuted 
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fecuted  to  convidion  the  butcher, 
who  by  contract  fupplied  the  hof- 
pital with  provifion,  for  fraudu- 
lently furnifhing  meat  of  a  bad 
quality,  when  he  was  paid  as  for 
.the  beft;  had,  on  his  part,  been 
profecuted  by.  the  officers  of  the 
noufe  on  actions  brought  by  thofe, 
whom  he  had  charged  with  abules 
—in  which  adlions  they  were  de- 
feated—Yet the  couvifled  butcher 
was  continued  in  one  of  the  courts, 
and  had  his  contract  renewed,  and 
the  acquitted  Captain  Baiilie  was 
turned  out  of  his  office  to  ftarve, 
without  any  provifion  or  compen- 
sation whatfoever. — The  other  de- 
tails it  would  be  impoffible  to  enter 
into,  and  difficult  to  form  a  judg- 
ment on,  as  thefeveral  particulars 
df  charges,  feem  to  have  been 
fome  better  2nd  fome  worfe  fup- 
ported. 

It  will  be  fufficient  to  obferye, 
that  as  the  Duke  of  Richmond  had 
constantly  difcl aimed  every  idea 
of  any  accufation  againft  the  fir  ft 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  de- 
clared that  he  took  up  the  enquiry 
merely  for  .the  fake  of  public  jus- 
tice, and  the  benefit  of  the  poor  . 
pensioners,  fo,  upon  its;  clofe,  and 
the  fumming.  up  of  the  evidence, 
he  did  not  move  for  any  vote  of 
cenfure  againft  that  nobleman ; 
but  only  propofed  the  bringing  in 
of  a  bill,  for  remedying  thofe 
grievances  in  the  hospital,  and 
thofe  malversations  in  its  govern- 
ment, which  he  fuppoied  he  had  • 
proved.  And  as  he  confrdered  the 
lieutenant-governor  to  be  merely  a 
vi£lim  to  his  integrity,  to  a  faith- 
ful and  diligent  difcharge  of  his 
duty,  and  particularly  *o  his  in- 
flexible .oppofiiion  to  thofe.  inso- 
lations, which  the  noble- duke,  as 
woU  as  hfoifelf,  deemed  totally  de- 
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ftruftive  to  the  government  and 
interefts  of  the  hofpital,  he  thought 
it.  an  a&  of  ,the  moft  neceflary 
juftice,  that  fuch  an  officer  fhouid 
receive  a  rea  Ton  able  compenfation; 
for  the  lofles,,  fufferings,  and  per* 
fecution,  which  he  had  fuftained-j 
the  more;  efpecially,  as  his  place, 
which  was  properly,  to  be  con  ft - 
dered  as  a  freehold,  was,  at  a 
market  price,  worth. a  very  conft- 
derable  fum  of  money. 

He  accordingly  moved,  that,  in 
conftderation  of  Captain  Baillie'9 
having  been  illegally  removed  from 
his  office,  by  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty, and  of  the  zeal  he  had 
uniformly  fhewn  during  the  courfe 
of  feventeen  years  fervice  in  .  the. 
(aid  hofpital,  the  Houfe  mould 
addrefs  his  Majefty,  to  confer  on 
him  fome  maik  of  his  royal  fa- 
vour. 

.  The  motion  was  rejected,  upon  a 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  67 
to  25. 

-  A  feceflion  of  the  minority  lords 
immediately  took  place,  as  foon 
as  the  divifion  was  over :  but  the? 
court  party  were  far  from  being 
content  with  a  bare  victory,  and 
feemed  determined  to  affix  fuch  a 
ftigma  upon  fuch  enquiries,  as 
might  prevent  any  trouble  of  the 
fame  nature  for  the  future.  Three 
lords  fucceffively  moved  three  fe- 
parate  motions,  each  of  the  Ak> 
ceeding  furpaffing  the  preceding 
in  energy  and  efrcft.  The  firft 
went  to  a  fimple  declaration,  that 
nothing  had  appeared  in  the  courfe; 
of  the  enquiry,  whuh  called  for 
any  interpolation,  of  the  legiflay 
ture. — The  fexond,  that  the  boob 
vv-hich  had  been  referred  to  the1 
cm  mi  r tee,  (Cv::ain  BaiJ.lie'»  cafe 
of  the  jroyal  nofpjta!,  &c.)  con-  - 
talned  a  groundless}  and  malicious* 

rcpre- 
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representation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  and  others; 
the  officers  of  Greenwich  hofpital. 
-—And  the  third  declared,  that  the 
revenues  of  Greenwich  hofpital 
had  been  confiderably  increafedj 
and  chat  it  had  derived  feveral  other 
fpecified  benefits  and  advantages, 
under  the  adminiflration  of  the 
prefent  noble  lord. 

It  feems  upon  the  whole  pro- 
bable, that  the  ilTue  of  this  en* 
quiry  went  as  far  beyond  all  ex* 
pec~tation  on  the  one  fide,  as  it 
fell  totally  ftiort  of  it  on  the  other. 
The  fate  of  Captain  Baillie  has 
been  much  and  generally  com-, 
miferated.  His  cafe,  indeed,  feems 
very  hard  ;  and  it  can  fcarcely  be 
doubted,  that  if  the  affording  him 
a  compenfation,  could  have  been 
feparated  from  the  idea  of  con- 
veying cenfure  on  the  firft  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  that  it  mull  have 
been  liberally  granted.  How  far 
the  prefent  decifion,  along  with 
the  ruin  of  that  gentleman,  may 
operate  as  an  example,  in  ex- 
citing the  integrity  and  diligence 
of  the  fervants  of  the  public,  in 
the  future  execution  of  their  re- 
fpedlive  offices,  mufl  be  deter-r 
mined  by  experience  ;  but  that  it 
mufl  produce  a  full  effect,  while 
ever  it  is  remembered,  in  retrain- 
ing all  indifcreet  zeal  for  the  cor* 
retlion  or  reformation  of  abufes, 
will  fcarcely  be  queftioned. 

The  feafon  was  now  far  ad- 
vanced, which  demanded  a  recefs 
from  the  toils  of  a  very  trouble* 
fome  and  laborious  feffion.  The 
affairs  of  Ireland  were,  however, 
becoming  every  day  more  alarm- 
ing ;  but  notwithflanding  the  re- 
peated efforts  of  the  oppofition  in 
both    Houfes,    the    rainiflers   de- 

Vol.XXII.  : 
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feated  every  attempt:  towards   en- 
quiry   upon    that    fubjec"l.      The: 
Marquis  of  Rockingham  had  taken 
up   the    bufineft*  ott  the   nth    of* 
May,    in    a.  very,   long  and    able 
jpeech,  in  which  he  equally  fhewed 
his  intimate  and  ex  ten  five  know- 
ledge  of   the    fubjecl,    and    dis- 
played, in  flriking  colours,  the  de* 
pjorable  diftreffes,  the  grievance?* 
and    the   very   alarming    circum- 
ftances,  which   attended   the  pre- 
fent fituation  of  that  country.    He 
accordingly  urged  in  the  flrongcft 
terms  the  neceffity   of    providing 
immediate  remedies  for  thofe  evils, 
and  the  fatal  confequences  to  which 
any  delay  mufl  be  liable. .   He  waa 
oppofed,  partly  with  refpedt  to  the 
latenefs  of  the  feafon,  and  partly 
with   refpecl  to  the  nicenefs  and 
difficulty  of  the  fubjeft,  in  which 
the  interefls  of  both  countries  were 
fo  materially  affe&ed,.  and  at  the 
fame  time  tjaat  they  clafhed,    (o 
complicated  and  intricate,  that  an/ 
fcheme  for  the  relief  of  one,  with- 
out injury  to  the  other,  mufl  re- 
quire long  application  and  fludy, 
fiiinute  enquiry,  and  the  moft  ma- 
ture .  deliberation.      The  repeated 
fubfequent  endeavours  of  the  no- 
ble marquis,  and  of  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne,  who  were  likewife  con- 
stantly fupported  by  the  other  lords 
in  oppofition,    brought  on,  how- 
ever, at  length,  and  near  the  clofe 
of  the  feffion,  a  kind  of  compro- 
mife  with  the  lord  prefident  of  the 
council;  that  nobleman  pledging 
himfelf,  that  in.gQQd.  faith,  anjd 
fo  far  as  he  could  venture  to  anfwer 
abfolutely    for    others,    a    proper 
plan  for  accommodating    the   af- 
fairs  of  Ireland,   fhould   be  pre* 
pared    and   digefled    by    the   mi- 
niAers,  during  the  recefs,  and  in 
[£]  readier 
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read i nc fs  to  lay  before  parliament 
at  the  opening  of  the  enfuing  fef- 
fion. 

Notwithftanding  the  latenefs  of 
the  feafon,  the  affairs  of  Ireland, 
with  the  unfinifhed  (late  of  the 
American  enquiry,  and  the  con- 
fequent  cenfure  which  lay  upon  the 
commanders,  from  the  unexpected 
charges  and  evidence  brought  a- 
gainft  them,  without  any  oppor- 
tunity of  calling  witneffes  to  their 
vindication,  were  taken  as  grounds 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend,  for 
•  •  ,  an  addrefs  to  the  King 
June  15U1.  agajnft  ^e  prorogation 
of  parliament,  until  the  bufinefs 
and  matters  ilated  in  the  motion, 
werefinifhed  or  fettled.  This  mo- 
tion brought  out  much  mifcella- 
neous  debate,  and  was  at  length 
rejected  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  14*5,  to  70. 

But  the  following  day  pre  fen  ted 
a  new  face  of  affairs,  and  opened 
a  new  fcene  of  bufinefs,  by  the 
difclofure  of  one  of  the  moil  a- 
larming  events  which  could  well 
have  happened,  in  the  already  em- 
barralTed  and  critical  ftate  of  the 
nation.  This  was  the  hoftile  ma- 
nifefto  which  was  prefented  by  the 
Marquis  D'Almodovar,  the  Spa- 
nifh  ambaffador,  and  accompanied 
with  the  notice  of  his  immediate 
departure  from  this  country. 

•  %  The  minifter  ufhered  in 
?  *  the  manifello,  as  ufual,  with 
a  royal  meflage,  in  which  they 
were  acquainted  with  the  con  fe- 
quent recal  of  the  Britifh  ambaf- 
fador  from  the  court  of  Madrid. 
Hi*  Majefty  alfo  declared  in  the 
mofr  folemn  manner,  that  his  de- 
fire  to  preferve  and  to  cultivate 
peace  and  friendly  intercourfe  with 
the  court  of  Spain,  had  been  uni- 
form  and   fin  cere ;    and  tbat  his 
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conduct  towards  that  power,  had 
been  guided  by  no  other  motives 
or  principles,  than  thofe  of  good 
faith,  honour,  and  juftice.  Great 
furprize  was  expreffed  at  the  pre- 
tences on  which  the  declaration 
was.  grounded,  as  fome  of  the 
grievances  therein  enumerated,  had 
never  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
his  Majefty,  ekher  by  reprelenta- 
tion  on  the  part  of  Spain,  or  by 
intelligence  from  any  other  quar- 
ter; and  that  in  all  cafes  where 
applications  had  been  received,  the 
matter  of  complaint  had  been 
treated  with  the  utmoft  attention, 
and  put  into  a  due  courfe  of  en- 
quiry and  redreh.  It  concluded 
with  the  firm  eft  confidence,  that 
the  Commons,  with  the  fame  zeal 
and  public  fpirjit,  which  his  Ma* 
jeiiy  had  (o  often  experienced, 
would  fupport  him  in  his  refolu- 
tion  to  exert  all  the  power,  and 
all  the  refources  of  the  nation,  to 
refift  and  repel  any  hoftile  attempts 
of  the  court  of  Spain. 

The  Spanifh  manifello,  was  a 
looft,  and  rather  a  ft  range  fort  of 
a  compofition  ;  dealing  a!  mo  ft  en- 
tirely in  generals  ;  without  any 
clear  arrangement  or  diftribution 
6f  matter ;  without  any  accuracy 
in  the  ftating,  or  much  fpccifi ca- 
tion of  time,  place,  or  circum- 
ftance,  with  refpect  to  facts,  it 
feems  to  throw  charges  about  at 
random,  without  any  attention  ts 
their  direction,  or  care  about  their 
effect.  Nor  is  the  reafoning  much 
more  conclufive.  Yet  it  affords 
one  inftance  of  precision,  perhaps 
unequalled  in  all  the  proceedings 
of  the  corps  diplomatique,  from 
the  commencement  of  their  carlieft 
records.  That  is,  where  it  fpe- 
cirtes  in  one  line,  that  the  wfcolfe 
number    of  infults    and    injuries 

which 
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which  Spain  had  received  from 
Great  Britain,  amounted  lately,  to 
juit  one  hundred. 

The  manifefto,  however,  efta- 
blifheVl  one  fact,  and  that  of  fuf- 
ficient  confequence;  namely,  that 
Spain  had  taken  a  decided  part 
with  France  and  America  againft 
Great  Britain.  It  alfo  afforded 
an  information  not  before  known 
to  the  public,  although  we  think 
it  had  been  mentioned  as  a  matter 
of  reprobation  by  fome  gentlemen 
in  parliament.  That  was,  that 
Spain  had  been  employed  as  a 
mediator  between  England  and 
Prance,  and  had  been  actually  ne- 
gociatinga  treaty  of  peace  between 
the  two  nations  for  above  eight 
months.  A  principal  part  of  the 
refentment  exprefled.or  implied  in 
the  manifefto,  feems  to  derive  its 
fource  from  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  with  refpect  to  this  nego- 
tiation ;  the  cabinet  being  directly 
or  indirectly  charged,  (in  the  loofe 
manner  of  that  declaration)  with 
difingenuity  or  infincerity,  in  pro- 
tracting and  fpinning  it  out,  with- 
out any  fixed  or  real  intention  of 
peace,  and  ufing  Spain  as  its  in- 
ftrament  in  that  purpofe.  This 
feems  repeated  or  confirmed  at  the 
end  of  the  manifefto,  where  it  is 
fuppofed,  that  the  experience  of 
other  nations  in  the  conduct  of  the 
Britifh  miniftry,  will  prove  a  jufti- 
fication  of  the  decifive  meafures 
adopted  by  the  Spanifh  monarch. 

It  feems  to  appear,  that  the  ne- 
gociation  now  in  queftion  was  con- 
ducted upon  the  fame  ground'  and 
principle,  the  bare  propofal  of 
which  was.  treated  with  fuch  in- 
dignation and  dilviaJn  by  Mr*  Se- 
cretary Pitt,  in  the  late  war  ;  viz. 
the  confidering  the  feparate  claims 
of  France  and  Spain  as  one  com- 


mon  object,  and  comprifing  their 
fettlement  in  the  fame  treaty.  The 
full  eifect  of  that  family  compact* 
which  had  been  overlooked  or  neg- 
lected at  the  treaty  of  Paris;  now" 
unhappily  appeared  in  its  moll 
dangerous  afpect* 

It  could  fcarcely  be  expected  that 
the   difclofure    of   this    alarming 
event,    which  had   been  fo  long 
and  fo  often' predicted  by  the  mi- 
nority,   mould  not  have  brought 
out  fome  reproach  upon  the  mi- 
ni fters.     They   we're   accordingly 
reminded,  with  great  fe verity,  of 
their  blindnefs,  obftinacy,  and  ab- 
fiirdity  upon  that  fubject.     Of  the 
contempt   with    which    they    had 
treated   every   timely   warning  of 
the  danger,  and  the  exultation  and 
triumph  which  they  conftantly  ex- 
prefled,  at  the  folly  and  ignorance! 
of  the  oppoiition  in  entertaining 
fuch  ideas      Spain  could  have  no 
intereft  in  joining  our  enemies: 
Spain  had   colonies  of  her  own/ 
and  would  not  fet  fo  bad  an  ex- 
ample, as  to  afford  aid  or  fuccour 
to  our  rebellious  colonies:  Spain 
was  befides  naturally  attached  td 
Great   Britain  ;    and    if    it   were 
otherwife,  fhe  was  not  able  to  en- 
ter into  a  war.     Even  the  honour* 
fincerity,    and  undoubted   fidelity 
of  the  court  of  Spain,  were  held 
up  as  facred  ;  and  the  venturing  to 
call  them  in  queftion,  by  feafoning 
from  the  effect  to  the  cauTe,  and 
fhewing  her  defign  from  her  ap- 
parent preparation,    was   refented 
as  a  high  degree  of  prophanatien. 
Such  were  the  language  and  doc- 
trines, they  faid,  conftantly  held 
out,    and  perfifted  in  to  the  laft 
moment   by  the  minifters.      And 
thus  was  parliament  and  the  na- 
tion kepc  in  a  con  ft  ant  ftate  of  de- 
lufion,  until  they  were  awakened 
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from  their  dream,  by  the  fudden 
crafh  of  the  mighty  ruin  which 
was  falling  upon  'them.  Thefe 
delufions  feemed  ever  to  increafe, 
as  we  approached  to  the  decifive 
moment  of  their  detection.  And 
thofe  minifters,  who  were  utterly 
incapable  of  governing  the  affairs 
of  their  own  country  with  pro- 
priety or  fafety,  had  the  matchlefs 
effrontery  of  fetting  themfelves  up 
as  ftatefmen  and  politicians  for  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  and  of  know- 
ing the  interefts  of  France  and 
Spain,  better  than  they  did  them- 
felves. 

But  notwithftanding  the  itrong 
reflections  and  charges  on  the  con- 
dud  of  minifters,  both  Houfes 
were  unanimous  in  their  determi- 
nation, of  fupporting  the  war 
again  ft  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
with  all  the  powers,  and  all  the 
refources  of  the  nation.  The  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  with  America, 
and  the  mode  of  applying  the  un- 
limited means  which  were  to  be 
granted,  affording  the  only  dif- 
ference of  opinion. 

The  addrefs  to  the  throne,  in 
anfwer  to  the  royal  meffage  and 
communication,  which  the  minifter 
moved  for  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, was  accordingly  unani- 
moufly  agreed  to;  and  contained 
the  full  eft  afTurance,  that  they 
would,  with  unfhaken  fidelity  and 
refolution,  and  with  their  lives  and 
fortunes,  Hand  by  and  fupport  his 
xnajefty,  in  repelling  all  the  hoftile 
defigns  and  attempts  of  his  ene- 
mies, againft  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  rights  and  common 
interefts  of  his  fubjects. 

But  as  foon  as  the  addrefs  was 
agreed  to,  Lord  John  Cavendifti 
moved  for  another,  to  be  prefented 
at  the    fame  time,   praying,   that 


his  majefty  would  give  immediate 
orders,  for  the  collating  of  hig 
fleets  and  armies  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  that  he  might  be  enabled  to 
exert  the  whole  force  of  this  conn- 
try,  again  ft  the  united  force  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon.  The  fecretary 
at  war  having  then  afked,  whether 
the  words  *'  whole  force"  were 
intended  to  include  the  force  in 
America ;  and  being  anfwered  in 
the  affirmative,  he  immediately 
moved  for  an  adjournment. 

It  was  contended  in  fupport  of 
the  motion,  that  it  was  impoflible 
to  fupport  the  American  war,  and 
to  oppofe  France  and  Spain  with 
effect,  or  even  with  fafety.  That 
the  Britifh  dominions  in  Europe 
were  now  at  ftake,  which  necef- 
farily  demanded  our  firft  care  and 
concern  ;  and  that  the  Britifh  force 
fhould  therefore  be  in  Europe,  as 
well  for  their  defence ,  as  for  car- 
rying the  dangers  and  calamities  of 
war  home  to  our  enemies.  That 
could  only  afford  a  rational  hope 
of  curing  their  malice  and  in- 
juftice  ;  and  of  compelling  them 
to  renounce  their*  ambitious  and 
infidious  defigns.  That  to  employ 
the'  great  body  of  the  force,  and 
to  exhauft  the  refources  of  this 
kingdom  in  North  America,  would 
be  xo  play  the  game  of  France  and 
Spain,  and  to  put  us  in  a  fituation 
of  a  mere  defenfive  war ;  in  which, 
betides  the  incredible  charge  of 
fupporting  it,  much  was  to  be  loft 
and  nothing  gained. 

On  the  other  fide,  befides  the 
reafons  which  we  have  frequently 
feen  for  not  abandoning  America, 
it  was  principally  oppofed,  as  an 
invafion  of  the  royal  prerogative, 
in  prefcribing  to  the  king  the  mode 
of  conducting  the  war.  That  even, 
exclufive  of  that  con fi deration,  the 

open 
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open  council  of  the  nation  was  ex- 
ceedingly ill  calculated  for  fuch 
difcuflions,  and  for  charging  itfelf 
with  the  executive  conduct  of  the 
ftate,  at  any  time ;  but  more  par- 
ticularly in  a  war  of  fo  complicated 
a  nature,  and  in  a  feafon  of  fuch 
critical  emergency  as  the  prefent. 
And  that  at  mod,  whether  the 
council  was  right  or  wrong,  if 
could  only  amount  to  a  recom- 
mendation to  min ifters  to  do  their 
duty  ;  to  do  that,  for  the  due  and 
wife  performance  of  which,  the 
conftitution  had  already  made  them 
refponfible.  It  was  added,  that 
fuppofing  the  meafure  to  be  the 
wifeft  that  could  be  adopted,  and  * 
fuppofing  it  to  be  even  already 
refolved  on,  it  would  be  extremely 
improper  to  announce  the  defign  to 
our  various  enemies,  and  thereby 
afford  them  an  opportunity  of  pre- 
paring for  and  baffling  the  effe&. 

The  motion  of  adjourment  was 
carried  on  a  divifion,  by  a  majo- 
rity of  a  156,  to  80. — Some  mem- 
bers on  both  fides  exprefled  their 
firongeft  wifhes,  that Tome  meafure 
might  be  taken,  in  a  feafon  of  fo 
much  danger,  to  induce  Lord 
Howe  and  Admiral  Keppel  to 
afford  their  fervices  to  the  public. 
A  noble  vifcount,  in  panicular, 
acknowledged  that  private  confi- 
dcrations  were  mixed  with  his 
public,  in  his  concern  on  that  ac- 
count; and  that  without  the  fin  all  ell 
difrefpect  to  the  Officers  now  em- 
ployed, he  could  not  avoid  think- 
ing it  a  great  addition  to  the  fe- 
curity  of  his  eilates  and  property, 
that  thofe  great  commanders  were 
at  the  head  of  our  fleets. 

,       The  addrefs  in  the  Houfe 

of  Lords  met  with  an  op- 

pofition  of  a  different,  nature.     A 

noble  earl,  after  immediately  ex- 
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preffing  the  ftrongeft  refentment 
and  indignation  againft  thofe  mi- 
nifters,  to  whom  he  directly  and 
pofitively  charged  all  the  calamity* 
which  had  fallen  upon  the  Britifh 
empire;  and  who,  he  faid,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  were  employed 
in  breaking  down  and  trampling 
upon  the  fences  of  the  conltitution 
at  home,  were.,  for  the  completion 
of  the  fame  nefarious  fyftem,  equal- 
ly induftricus  in  fowing  the  feeds' 
of  difcord  and  civil  war,  and  of 
fpreading  diilrefs  and  ruin  through 
all  our  dependencies,  until  they  had 
at  length  expofed  us,  enfeebled  and 
worn  down,  to  the  enmity  and 
threatened  deduction  of  our  na- 
tural rivals,  and  hereditary  ene- 
mies, moved  a  claufe  by  way  of 
amendment  to  the  addrefs.  This 
claufe,  with  the  bittereft  cenfure 
upon  pad  conduct,  went  to  a  total 
change  of  fyftem  and  of  men,  as 
the  only  means  of  reftoring  con- 
fidence and  union,  and  of  prefer- 
vation  left  for  the  political  ex- 
igence of  this  once  great  empire. 

As  the  Duke  of  Richmond  in- 
tended a  motion,  which  being  lefs 
pointed  and  more  general,  was 
hoped  to  meet  with  a  much  greater 
concurrence,  the  noble  earl  was 
in  treated  to  withdraw  or  poftpone 
his  amendment ;  he  was,  however, 
inflexible  in  his  determination  of' 
abiding  by  his  motion,  if  he  were 
even  fure  of  being  alone  in  its 
fupport.  The  queftion  was  ac- 
cordingly put,  and  the  claufe  re- 
jected upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majo- 
rity of  62,  to  23. 

The  duke  then,  after  urging 
unanimity,  and  fhewing  its  abfolute 
neceffity  in  the  moil  prefling  terms, 
moved  an  amendment  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport. — That  in  a  mo- 
ment,   fo   critical    as   that  which 
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now  prefects  itfelf  to  the  con  fide- 
ration  of  parliament,  the  mod 
aweful  this  country  has  ever  ex- 
perienced, it  would  be  deceiving 
his  majefty  and  the  nation,  if,  at 
the  fame  time  that  they  lamented 
the  fatal  effect  of  thofe  councils, 
which  by  dividing  and  wafting  the 
force  of  the  empire  in  civil  wars, 
had  thereby  incited  our  natural 
enemies  to  take  advantage  of  our 
weak  and  diftracted  condition,  they 
were  not  to  reprefent  to  his  ma- 
jefty, that  the  only  means  of  re- 
filling the  powerful  combination 
which  now  threatened  this  country, 
would  be,  by  a  total  change  of  that 
fyftem,  which  had  involved  us  in 
pur  prefent  difficulties  in  America, 
in  Ireland,  and  at  home ;  by  fuch 
means,  attended  with  prudent  oe- 
conomy,  and  the  due  exertion  of  a 
f)rave  and  united  people,  they 
trufted  that  his  majefty,  under  the 
afliftance  of  Pivine  Providence, 
would  be  able  to  withftand  all  his 
enemies,  and  to  reftore  Great  Bri- 
tain to  its  former  refpected  and 
Jiappy  fituation. 

He  fupported  the  motion  with 
his  ufual  ability.  He  faid,  that 
he  would  not  coniider  part  mif- 
carriages  j  he  would  not  refer  to 
any  former  circumftances,  which 
might  tend  to  create  a  diverfity  of 
ppinion.  His  amendment  was 
founded  on  the  broad  bafis  of  pub- 
lic union  and  public  ftrength,  and 
was  intended  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  throne  and  of  the  houfe, 
to  the  real,  and  actually  exifting 
circqmftances  of  the  nation,  and 
fo  imprefs  the  public  with  a  due 
jenfe  of  their  condition  $  a  full 
Knowledge  of  which,  coqld  only 
infpire  union,  confidence,  and  vi- 
gour in  exertion.  He  entered  fully 
fci}d  feparatejy  into  tf*e  conjidera;- 


tion  of  the  three  principal  objects 
of  the  amendment,  America,  Ire* 
land,  and  the  home  defence.  By 
the  home  defence,  he  meant  our 
naval  force  in  the  European  feas. 
He  was  forry  to  find,  that  thirty- 
one  (hips  of  the  line,  com po fed 
the  whole  naval  force  on  which 
this  country  was,  to  rely  at  prefent 
for  protection  and  fafety.  At  the 
fame  time  that  he  underftood,  and 
could  not  doubt  the  authority,  that 
the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets  in 
the  European  feas  amounted  to 
about  double  that  number,  all  now 
fit  for  actual  fervice.  But  a  pre- 
fent circumftance,  which  alarmed 
him  exceedingly,  was  the  authentic 
Intelligence  he  had  received,  that 
a  French  fleet,  confiding  of  28 
(hips  of  the  line,  with  feveral  thou- 
fand  land  forces  on  board,  bad 
failed  from  Bred  on  the  3d  of  the 
prefent  June,  and  were  at  that 
moment,  if  they  chofe  it,  m afters 
of  the  Britifh  channel.  On  this 
pccafion  he  faid,  that  although  he 
did  not  intend  to  enter  into  any 
retrofpedtive  matter,  he  could  not 
refrain  from  exprefling  his  utmoft 
aftoniihment  at  the  conduct  of  the 
firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty ;  whe- 
ther it  were  with!  refpect  to  the  un- 
pardonable neglect  of  his  duty,  if 
he  did  not  know  that  the  French, 
fleet  were  to  fail  about  that  time, 
or  to  his  direct  criminality,  /if  he 
was  apprized  of  that  event,  in  not 
having  the  grand  fleet  in  timely 
readinefs  to  meet  the  French  at 
their  coming  out  to  fea,  inftead 
of  thus  abandoning  our  commerce 
and  our  caafts  to  their  mercy. 

After  placing  in  a  very  clear 
point  of  view,  the  ftate  of  our 
public  affairs  in  every  quarter,  he 
bbferved  that  the  extent  of  the 
danger,  inftead  of  finking  us  into 
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abjeft  defpondency  and  defpair, 
fhould  rouze  us  to  the  utmod  ex- 
ertions of  our  native  courage,  our 
talents,  and  natural  powers,  with 


b&7 

fidence  in  the  fptrit  and  exertion 
of  a  free  and  united  people. 

His  idea   was,    immediately  to 
abandon    the   American    war,    at 


the  mod  unlimited  application  of  lead  for  the  prefent ;  and  to  em* 

our  means,  of  whatever  fort.     It  ploy    the   great     military     force, 

was  the  duty  of  man   to  Uruggle  which  was  doing  worfe  than  no* 

with  difficulties,  » and  to  furmount  thing  there,  again  ft  our   enemies, 

them  by   refolution  and   activity  ;  If  fuch    a    meafure   was  not   the 

and  whatever  he  was  bound  to  bear  means  of  recovering  America,  it 

or  perform  in   his   individual  ca-  could  not  be  the  caufe  of  lofing  it. 


parity,  he  was  bound  to  bear  or 
perform  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
munity. Every  man,  he  faid,  was 
called  upon  in  the  prefent  calami- 
tous and  dangerous  fituation,  to 
a  (lift  by  his  purfe  or  his  perfon. 
Thofe  who  were  qualified  to  fight, 
would  fulfil  their  duty  generoufly 
that  way;  thofe  who*  could  pay, 
mud  contribute  to  the  fervice  of 
their  country  in  the  manner  they 
were  belt  able.  No  exemption 
could  be  admitted.  It  was  a  feafon 
of  peculiar  urgency  ;  and  the  means 
of  defence  mud  correfpond  with 
the  fituation.  Thofe  who  were 
bled  with  affluence  mud  contribute 
largely.  When  the  fafety  of  the 
date  was  at  dake,  all  reafooing 
was  at  an  end. 

But  if  the  means  were  freely  ad- 
minidered,  it  was  equally  necef- 
fary  that  they  mould  be  wifely 
applied.  Indeed  the  one  can  never 
be  afforded,  to  its  proper  extent, 
any  more  than  efFecl,  without  a 
confidence  in  the  other.   To  attain 


America  was   already  worfe  than 
lod.    It  was  the  drain  of  our  trea- 
fure,   and  of  our  bed  blood ;   it 
was  the  great  caufe  of  divifion  in 
parliament,  and  in  the  nation.    If 
that    unfortunate  war    was    once 
abandoned,  and  with  it  the  fydem 
which  gave    it  birth,    and  upon 
which  all  the  councils  from  whence 
we    derive    our    calamities    were 
founded,  we  fhould  again  fee  union 
at   home,  vigorous  and  fuccefsfui 
exertions  abroad,  the  people  again 
placing    a  full  and   proper  confi- 
dence in  thofe  who  were  entruded 
with  the  conduct  of  public  affairs  ; 
and,    he  had   not   a   doubt,  that 
Britain,    as   fhe    had    often    been 
before,  would  prove  more  than  a 
match    for    the    whole   Houfe  of 
Bourbon.     He  concluded  by  put- 
ting in  a  refervation,    that  when 
he  fhould  be  called  upon  to  pledge 
his  life  and  fortune,  fuch  a  pledge, 
on  his  part,   mud  be  met  with  by 
that  fpecies  of  fecurity,  which  it 
ever  under  flood  to  be  the  condition 


that  confidence,  a  total  change  of    of   fo    facred   a    trud.     He    mud 
that  fydem,  to  which  our  prefent     have  one  grand  ted  of  the  wifdom 


fituation,  and  all  our  pad  lofles 
and  misfortunes  were  attributed, 
was  abfolutely  and  indifpenfibly 
nece/Tary.  Without  that,  nothing 
could  be  done.  With  it,  notwith- 
(Unding  the  prodigious  combina- 
tion of  power  leagued  for  our  de- 
duction, he  had   the  fulleft  con- 


of  future  meafures ;  and  that  waa 
an  immediate  change  of  the  ruling 
fyftem. 

Some  other  lords  on  the  fame 
fide,  particularly  the  Earl  of  SheU 
burne,  could  not  confine  their  ideas 
to  a  change  of  fydem  only  ;  ro 
good,    they   faid,  could  be  done, 

\L]  ^  without 
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without  a  total  change  of  men,  as 
well  as  of  fyitem.  Thofe  phan- 
toms of  minifters ;  thofe  things, 
they  (aid,  who  had  been  tricked 
oat  in  that  garb  and  likenefs, 
merely  for  the  purpofes  of  dela- 
tion, and  who  had  been  employed 
as  the  fervile  inftruments  of\carry- 
ing  that  deftructive  fytfem  into 
Execution,  muft  be  totally  a1  one 
away.  If  there  was  a  hope,  they 
faid,  of  everreftoring  this  country, 
in  any  degree,  to  its  priftine  feli- 
city, the  evil  muft  be  traced  to  its 
very  fotirce.  The  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  naval  department, 
underwent,  upon  this  occafion,  no 
fmall  degree  of  cenfure  and  re- 
proach ;  and  was  not  only  confi- 
dered  as  one  of  the  principals  in 
that  fyftem  which  was  fo  repro- 
bated, but  was  charged  di redly, 
and  tp  his  face,  with  having  been 
the  means,  through  his  ignorance., 
incapacity,  and  official  neglect,  of 
firft  inviting  the  French  attack, 
and  then  bringing  on  the  Spaniih 

war. 

That  noble  earl,  undoubtedly, 
from  a  due  attention  to  the  prefent 
Hate  of  circumftances,  aid  not 
think  fit  to  interrupt  the  public 
bufinefs,  by  entering  into  any  de- 
fence or  exculpation  of  his  con  duel. 
Neither  did  the  lords  immediately 
in  admin  Lit  rati  on,  enter  into  any 
farther  difcuffion  of  the  arguments 
or  pofiticns  dated  by  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  than  what  .  related 
jnerely  to  the  withdrawing  of  the 
troops  from  North  America.  That 
jneafure,  which  they  confidered  as 
a  total  and  everlailing  dereliction 
of  the  colonies,  they  oppofed  upon 
the  fame  ground  which  we  have 
feen  tajcen  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. The  only  new  matter  which 
speared    uoon   this,  fubjeft^  was 
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the  information  given  by  a  noble 
vifcourtt,  now  one  of  the  fecretariet 
of  (late,  but  lately  Am  ballad  or  at 
the  Court  of  .France.  This  was 
a  fad  which  came  officially,  at  that 
time,  within  his  knowledge ;  viz.  v. 
that  "  in  one  of  the  private  artu 
«*  cles  of  the  treaty,  figned  in  Fe- 
V  bruary,  1778,  between  France 
"  and  the  Congrefs  delegates,  it  is 
"  fpecially  provided,  that  the  co* 
"  lonies  and  France  fhall  never 
"  agree  to  any  terms,  until  the 
"  former  are  acknowledged  inde- 
"  pendent  by  Great  Britain."— 
This  fecret  article  he  faid  afforded 
the  ground  of  his  difTent,  to  any 
propofition  for  withdrawing  the 
troops,  as  it  was  evident  from  f 
thence,  that  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  America  to  treat  upon 
any  terms  fhort  of  independence ; 
and  fuch  a  meafure  could  therefore 
produce  no  effect  in  conciliating 
the  colonies,  or  in  diftblving  the 
combination. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond's  pro- 
posed amendment  wasrejefted  upon 
a  diviiion,  by  a  majority  of  57,  to 
32,  lords,  . 

This  rejection  brought  out  a  long 
and  argumentative  prat  eft,  figned 
by  twenty  peers,  being  in  effect 
the  fuj>ftance  of  the  debate,  and 
concluding  with  a  complaint,  of 
the  prefent  fallen  and  un fa tis fac- 
tory file  nee  of  the  minifters,  with, 
refpeft  to  feveral  fpecific  engines  ; 
and  declaring,  that  after  doing 
their  utmoft  to  awaken  the  Houfe 
to  a  better  fenfe  of.  things,  they 
take  that  method  of  clearing  them- 
felves  from  thecopfequences  which 
muft  refult  from  the  continuance 
of  fuch  meafures. 

The  firft  and  great  meafure  of 
national  defence,  adopted  and  pur- 

fted  by  the  mini^er?  ia  oppofrion 
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expence  for  the  defence  of  their 
country.     But  that  narrow  predi- 
lection in  favour  of  men  of  a  cer- 
tain defcription,  and  particularly 
of  the  northern  part  of  the  iilana, 
was  (till,  they  faid,  predominant, 
and  would  continue  while  there 
wa9  any  thing  left  to  beftow,  or  to 
lofe ;  and  thus  the  Duke  of  Rut- 
land, the  Earl  of  Derby,  and  others 
of  the  oldeft  Englifli  nobility,  and 
fupporters  of  the  throne  and  conjfr- 
tution,  met  with  indifference  or 
infult,  in  their  generous  offers  for 
the  defence  and  protection  of  their 
country.     It  was  bitterly  obferved 
on  this  occafion,  that  all  the  ge- 
nerous and  difmterefted  offers  for 
the   fervice    and    prefervation   of 
their  country,  in  this  feafon  of  the 
greatenV  peril  which  (he  had  ever 
known,  came  from  thofe  only,  who 
were  called  the  leaders  or  partizana 
of  faction,  and  who  were  con  (tan tly 
reprefented  as  enemies  to  govern* 
ment  ;    whilft  not    one   of   thofe 
who  had  grown  rick  in  her  fpoils, 
or  great  in  her  ruin,  neither  mini-r 
fters,  contractors,  court  favourites, 
or  king's  friends ,    had    offered    to 
raife  a  fingle  man,  or  to  expend  a 
milling  in  her  defence. 

The  miniiter  feemed  rather  un- 
determined and  irrefolute  about  his 
bill,  which  he  acknowledged  to  he 
merely  an  expedient.  He  called 
on  all  fides  for  afli fiance ;  and  as 
there  was  an  end  of  all  particular 
party  in  this  refpect,  the  Houfe 
was  divided  into  as  many  parties 
as  individuals,  each  proposing  to 
add  or  fubtract  fomething.  The 
iii ll  idea  was,  that  government 
ihould  be  enabled  to  add  31,500 
men  to  the  militia,  or  in  other 
words,  that  it  Ihould  be  augmented 
to  double  its  prefent  number;  the 

piaster 


(o  the  confequences  of  that  dan- 

t  a  gerous  combination, 'now 

June2ift.  ar&  openly  avowed  by 

the  court  of  Spain,  was  a  propofal 
in   the   Houfe  of  Commons,    for 
.increaung   the   militia  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  ihould  doub.le  its  prefent 
number.     Although  the  oppontflb 
confidered  the  meafure  as  probably 
impracticable,  and  even  dangerous, 
from  the  apprehenfions  they  had 
of  its  being  violently  oppofed  by  • 
the  people  at  large;  and  that  along 
with  feveral  other  caufes   of  ob- 
jection, they  faw  it  would  go  in 
its  effect  to  the  annihilation  of  the 
regular  or  Handing  army,  in  cut* 
ting  off  its  ufual  and  only  means 
of  fupply  from  the  recruiting  fer- 
vice ;    yet,    they  faid,    that  in   a 
feafon  of  fuch  imminent    public 
danger,  they  could  not  oppofe  any 
fcheme,  which  carried  a  rational 
appearance   of  conducing   to   the 
public  fecurity.     They  would  only 
ufe  their  endeavours  to  correct  and 
improve,  but   they  would    by    no 
means  obdruct,  any    propofals  of 
that  nature.     But  although  they  fo 
far  concurred,  they  were  not  at  all 
fatisfied  that  the  meafure  was  well 
or  wifely  chofen ;  nor  could   they 
think  any  fyftem  of  warfare,  which 
went  merely  to  the  defenfive,  as 
that  did,  could   be  productive  of 
honour  or  advantage  to  the  nation. 
They   thought  the  raifing  of  new 
regiments  would  be  infinitely  bet- 
ier;  and  they  feverely  reprehended 
the  minifters  for  the  continuance 
of  that  wretched  fyftem  of  policy, 
which  had  hitherto  led  them  to  re- 
ject  with   indifference,    and   even 
with  contempt,  the  liberal  and  pa» 
Iriotic  offers  made  by  feveral  of  the 
peers  in  opposition,  for  immediately 
raifing  regiments  at  ;heir  private 
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matter  being  ftili  left  open  and  dif- 
cretkmal,  ac  eke  opdon  of  govern- 
ment, whether  any,  and  how  far 
the  augmentation  fhould  take  place. 
Among  a  multitude  of  particular 
•pinions,  three  feemed  more  pre- 
Talent  and  general.  One,  for 
adopting  the  propofal  as  it  ori- 
ginally flood ;  the  fecond,  for  a 
mixed  fcheme,  which  with  a  fmal- 
ler  augmentation  of  the  militia, 
proposed  the  raifing  of  diftind  vo- 
lunteer corps ;  and  the  third,  were 
again  ft  any  augmentation  of  the 
militia,  and  would  trull  to  the  cal- 
ling out  and  arming  of  the  coun- 
try in  cafe  of  neceffity,  and  to  the 
fpirit  and  patriotifm  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry  in  railing  forces,  ac- 
cording to  the  offers  which  had 
been  already  made.  Among  the 
variety  of  amendments  propofed, 
that  by  Lord  Beauchamp,  was  the 
only  one  of  any  confequence  that 
was  carried  through.  That  was  a 
claufe  for  the  raifing  of  volunteer 
companies,  which  were  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  militia  regiments  of 
the  county  or  diflricl  to  which  they 
belonged ;  and  for  this  purpofe, 
the  lord-lieutenants  of  counties, 
were  empowered  to  grant  com- 
sniffions  to  officers,  as  high  as  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  men  they 
were  able  to  procure. 

,  The    committee   having 

*  *  fat  till  pad  midnight  upon 
this  bill,  the  Houfe  was  no  fooner 
refumed,  than  they  were  furprized 
by  the  introduction  of  a  bill  of 
another  nature,  by  the  fir  ft  law 
officer  of  the  crown.  The  purpofe 
of  this  bill  was,  to  take  away,  for 
a  limited  time,  the  legal  exemp- 
tions from  being  prefTed  to  {erve 
qn  board  the  navy,  which  feveral 


defcriptions  of  men  and  of  appren- 
tices, appertaining  to  the  iea,  or 
fbme  degree  to  maritime  affairs, 
had  hitherto  enjoyed ;  and  alfo  for 
fufpending  the  right  of  faing  one 
a  writ  of  habeus  corpus,  for  fnch 
breaches  of  thofe  exemptions,  as 
hft  already  taken  place  from  the 
17th  of  that  month,  or  as  might' 
ftill  take  place,  before  the  final  ra- 
tification of  the  bill. 

It  can  fcarcely  be  imagined, 
however  the  neceffity  of  the  time 
induced  an  acquiefcence,  that  a 
meafure  of  that  nature  conld  have 
pafled  without  cenfnre,  and  with- 
out much  and  warm  difcuffion. 
The  manner  of  bringing  it  for- 
ward, at  fo  late  an  hour,  and  in  a 
very  thin  houfe,  already  fatigued 
and  worn  down,  by  fitting  fo  many 
hours  to  bufinefs,  was  even  more 
reprobated  than  the  meafure.  In 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  it  was 
likened  to  every  thing,  that  was 
moft  odious.  The  oppofition  like- 
wife  condemned  the  meafure  itfelf, 
upon  many  accounts ;  bnt  more 
particularly,  for  its  being  a  breach 
of  that  public  faith  between  the 
legiflature  and  the  people,  which 
fhould  ever  be  held  (acred. 

The  learned  mover  juftified  thofe 
circumftances  which  were  fo  fe- 
verely  condemned,  by  acknowledg- 
ing that  they  had  been  defigned 
and  chofen,  for  the  purpofes  of 
fecrecy  and  difpatch  ;  and  to  pre- 
vent the  effeft  of  the  bill  from  be- 
ing defeated,  by  the  knowledge  of 
its  defign,  which  the  public  prints 
would  have  fpread  through  the 
whole  nation.  He  juftified  the 
meafure  itfelf  upon  the  ground  of 
that  neceffity  from  which  it  ori- 
ginated ;  and  obferved  with  his 
ufual  acutenefs,  that  he  could  not 
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avoid  being  aftonilhed  at  the  horror 
which  was  now  ex pre fled  with  re- 
fpc&  to  compulfion,  when  they 
were  but  newly  rifen  from  a  com- 
mittee, wherein  they  had  been  for 
ten  hours  engaged  in  framing  a 
compulfive  law,  whereby  arms 
would  be  forced  into  the  hands  of 
30,000  men,  whether  they  liked 
them  or  not. 

The  oppofition  totally  denied  the 
juftnefs  or  the  obfervation  ;  as  the 
one  cafe,  though  exceedingly  hard, 
was  clear  from  any  injuftice,  whilft 
the  other,  with  equal  hard  (hip, 
carried  the  moil  manifeft  injuftice. 
They  lamented  the  fate  of  their 
country,  which,  being  expofed  to 
the  molt  imminent  xlanger  from 
without,  had,  at  the  fame  time, 
its  con  flit ution  torn  to  M&*  with- 
in ;  and  all  thofe  moV^aluable 
parts  of  it,  which  had  hitherto  ex- 
cited the  admiration  or  envy  of 
mankind,  were  now  doing  away  in 
the  grofs,  or  mangled  and  perifhing 
in  the  detail. 

In  fact  it  is  much  to  be  doubted, 
whether  there  was  any  advantage 
to  be  obtained  by  this  bill,  which 
could  fairly  warrant  fome  of  the 
ftronger  parts  of  it.  The  urgency 
of  the  time,  however,  prevailed 
over  every  other  confjderation,  and 
the  indemnity  bill  (as  it  was  called 
from  its  retrofpective  effect)  was 
read  twice  on  that  night,  and  com- 
mitted for  the  following,  or  rather 
the  fame,  day.  And  on  that  day, 
after  a  good  deal  of  debate,  both 
the  indemnity  and  militia  bills, 
were  carried  through  all  the  forms 
and  pafTed. 

Both  the  bills  were  combated 
with  great  vigour  and  ability  in 
the  other  Houfe,  by  the  Marquis 
of  Rockingham,    and  fome  pther 
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of  the  lords  in  opposition.  .  It  was1, 
however,  to  the  furprize  of  all  par* 
ties  and  people,  that;  the  miiiqa 
bill  was  found  not  to  meet  with, 
that  favour  from  the  lord  prefident 
of  the  council,  and  feveral  other 
lords  on  that  fide,  which  was,  and 
with  good  reafoh,  expected,  from  a 
consideration  of  its  author.  The 
indemnity  bill  was  more  fortunate, 
and  after  feveral  propofed  amend-* 
mento  which  were  rejected,  and 
one,  in  favour  of  colliers,  which 
proved  effective,  it  was  at  length 
carried,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  ma* 
jority  of  5 1 ,  to  20  lords. 

A  former  divifion  had  taken 
place  upon  a  que  (lion  of  re-com- 
mitment, which  was  loft,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  50,  to  24. —  Fourteen 
peers,  entered  a  proteft  relative  to 
that  queftion ;  and  another  was  en* 
tered  upon  the  laft,  which  was 
figned  only  by  four  lords. 

In  the  mean  time,  various  pro- 
pofals  of  amendment,  modification, 
and  fubftitution,  were  made  with 
refpect  to  the  militia  bill.  The  ' 
Duke  of  Richmond's  knowledge 
in  military  affairs,  fupported  by 
his  uncommon  abilities,  gave  him 
a  fuperiority  on  this  fubject,  which 
he %  difplayed  with  great  effect. 
Some  of  the  court  lords  even  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  objections 
and  arguments,  on  that  fide,  were 
fo  ftrong,  that  they  could  not  be 
anfwered.  Nor  were  the  lord-lieu- 
tenants of  counties,  in  general,  at 
all  fatisfied  with  the  bill. 

In    this    ftate   of       T  , 

things,  the  queftion  JUDC  30tn< 
being  at  length  put,  whether  the 
claufe  empowering  his  Majefty  to 
order  the  militia  to  be  augmented 
to  double  its  prefent  number,  ftand 
part  of  the  bill,  it  was  carried  in 
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the  negative,  by  a  majority  of  39, 
to  22. 

It  was  remarkable,  that  the  lord 
prefident  of  the  council,  and  both 
the  fecretaries  of  date,  voted  againft 
the  compulfory  principle  of  this 
bill.  The  divifion  was  lingular, 
in  placing  22  lords,  on  the  one  fide, 
and  the  whole  oppofition  on  the 
other,  in  Situations  which  they 
rarely  experienced  on  either,.  Two 
of  the  right  reverend  bench,  un- 
doubtedly through  their  ignorance 
in  military  affairs,  were  furprized 
into  a  minority  on  this  occafion. 

Thus  difembowelled  of  all  its 
original  fubftance,  the  fkeleton  of 
the  militia  bill  was  returned  to  the 
Commons,  with  nothing  of  efficacy 
remaining,  except  the  folitary  fup- 
plemental  claufe  added  by  Lord 
Beauchamp  for  the  raifing  of  vo- 
lunteer companies.  And  thus  the 
ffiinifler  was  expofed  to  the  bitter 
taunts  of  the  oppofition,  who  ob- 
ferved,  that  that  fpirit  of  difunion 
and  difcord,  which  adminiftration 
had  fo  induilrioufly  and  fuccefsfully 
Spread,*  through  every  department 
of  the  ftate,  whether  civil  or  mili- 
tary, and  through  every  part  of  the 
empire,  had  now  Seized  the  cabi- 
net, and  was  equally  vifible  among 
themfelves.  The  minifter  could 
not  conceal  his  chagrin,  nor  refrain 
from  complaining  of  the  conduct 
of  his  colleagues  in  the  or:.er 
Houfe. 

A  new  queftion  now  arofe,  which 
brought  out  confiderable  debate. 
For  the  militia  bill  being  confidered 
by  feveral,  as  to  all  intents  and 
purpofes  a  money  bill,  they  infill- 
ed, that  no  amendment  of  the  Lords 
could  be  admitted,  without  a  fur- 
render  of  their  own  moft  valuable 
and  peculiar  privilege ;  and  that 
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therefore,  the  bill  mud  be  totally 
reje&ed.  The  minifter  was,  how- 
ever, fo  eager,  that  Something 
fhould  be  done,  that  might  at  leaft 
carry  an  appearance  of  looking  to- 
wards the  public  defence  and  Se- 
curity,  that  it  was  determined,  in 
the  prefent  in  fiance,  to  overlook 
the  point  of  privilege.  Ingenious 
arguments  were  accordingly  ufed, 
and  nice  lines  of  diftin&ion  drawn, 
to  fhew  that  the*  prefent  was  not 
properly  a  money  bill ;  and  thefe 
were  combated,  and  attempted  to 
be  diSproved,  with  equal  inge- 
nuity. The  bill  was,  however, 
carried  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majo- 
rity of  6$,  to  45. 

As  the  repeated  attempts  of  the 
oppofition  in  both  Houfes,  for  ob- 
taining jataddreSs  to  prevent  the 
proroga^P  of  parliament*,  had 
failed  of  fuccefs,  that  event  now 
took  place.  In  the  fpeech  .  1  1 
from  the  throne,  the  Juy3  • 
moft  cordial  thanks  were  returned, 
for  the  many  great  and  eiTential 
fervices  they  had  rendered*  to  his 
Majefty  and  their  country,  during 
the  courSe  of  their  long  attendance 
in  parliament.  Entire  approbation 
was  exprefled,  to  the  zeal  which 
they  had  manifefted  in  the  fupport 
of  the  juft  and  neceflfary  war,  in 
which  he  was  engaged,  and  of  the 
attention  which  they  had  paid  to 
the  ftate  of  Ireland.  It  was  ob- 
served, that  the  events  of  war  had 
afforded,  the  court  of  France  no 
reafon  to  triumph  on  the  confe- 
quences  of  their  injuftice  and  ' 
breach  of  public  faith  ;  and  it 
was  tr lifted,  that  by  fpirited  and 
profperous  exertions,  that  ambi- 
tious power  might  be  brought  to 
wi(h  that  they  had  not,  without 
provocation  or  caufe  of  complaint, 

in  Suited 
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infulted  the  honour  and  invaded, 
the  rights  of  the  crown.  With  re- 
{pe&  to  Spain,  whatever  colour 
might  Be  attempted  to  be  put  upon 
the  unjuft  proceeding  of  that 
court,  his  Majefty  was  confcious 
that  he  had  nothing  to  reproach* 
himfelf  with  ;  the  warmeft  acknow- 
ledgments were  made,  for  thofe 
clear  demonftrations  of  loyalty  and 
afFedion  to  his  perfon  and  govern- 
ment, which  parliament  had  fhewn 
upon  that  occafion  ;  and  it  was 
confidered  as  a  happy  omen  to  the 
fuccefs  of  his  arms,  that  the  in- 
creafe  of  difficulties,  ferved  only  to 
augment  the  courage  andxonftancy 
of  the  nation.  The  additional  bur- 
thens on  the  people  were  fmcerely 
regretted.     And  it  was  faid,  that 


[»7J 

fufficient  thanks  could  not  be  paid 
to  the  Commons  for  the  confidence 
they  had  repofed  in  him,  and  for 
the  chearfulnefsand  public  fpirit, 
with  which  the  large  fuppftes  for 
the  current  year  had  been  granted. 
It  was  impoffible  to  fpeak  of  the 
continuance  of  the  rebellion  *ia 
North  America  without  the  deepeft 
concern  ;  but  they  had  given  (the 
Crown  and  Parliament)*  fuck  un- 
queftionable  proofs  of  their  fincere 
difpofi'tion  to  put  an  end  to  thofe 
troubles,  that  it  was  ftill  hoped, 
that  the_malignant  defighs  of  the. 
enemies  of  Great-Britain,  could 
not  long  prevail  again  ft  die*  evi- 
dent interefts  of  thofe  unhappy 
provinces^  * 


/ 
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IX. 


Hojfilities  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  Sea-fight  between  Sir  Edward  Vernon  and 
M.  de  Tronjolly.  French  fquadron  abandon  the  coafl  of  Coromandel, 
Siege  of  Pondicherry.  Gallant  defence  by  M,  de  Bejlecombe,  Capitu- 
lation. State  of  affairs  in.  Georgia  and  the  Carolina's.  Loyalifts  de- 
feated in  North  Carolina.  American  General,  Lincoln,  arrives  in  South 
Carolina  to  oppofe  Major  General  Prevoft,  Rebels  defeated  at  Briar 
Creek*  General  Prevoft  paffes  the  Savannah,  and  penetrates  into  South 
Carolina  ;  advances  to  Charles  Town ;  retires,  Afiion  at  Stono  Ferry, 
General  Prevoft  takes  poffeffion  of  the  ijland  of  Port  Royal,  Expedition 
from  New  York  to  Chefapeak  Bay,  under  the  conduit  of  Sir  George  Col- 
lier and  Major  General  Matthew.  Great  damage  done  to  the  Americans' 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hampton  and  Norfolk.  Expedition  up  the  North 
River ;  Stoney  Point  and  Verplanks  taken.  Expedition  to  Connecticut, 
-  under  Sir  George  Collier,  and  Governor  Tryon.  Surprize  of  Stoney 
Point  by  General  Wayne*  Recovery  of  that  poft.  Attack  upon  Paulas 
Hook.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Maclane  befuged  by  an  armed  force  from  B  oft  on. 
Relieved  by  Sir  George  Collier,  vjho  deftroys  the  whole  rebel  marine  in 
the  Penobfcot, 


IT  has  happened  unfortunately 
for  the  repofe  of  a  great  part 
of  mankind,  that  while  the  active 
and  enterprizing  fpirit  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans has  extended  their  com- 
merce and  intercourfe  to  the  moil 
diftant  parts  of  the  world,  their 
contentions  have  kept  an  equal 
pace  with  their  difcoveries,  and 
have  been  either  difTeminated  a- 
mongft,  or  in  fome  degree  affected 
the  remotefl  nations ;  experience 
thereby  overthrowing  all  that  fyf- 
tem  of  general  benefit,  which  a 
fpeculative  philofophy  might  other-  ' 
wife  have  hoped,  from  a  free  and 
eafy  communication  between  all 
the  different  communities  of  men. 
Such  indeed  is  the  nature  of  man, 
that  it  may  be  a  queftion  of  no. 
fin  all  doubt,  whether  the  profcripr 
tive  laws  or  policy  of  China  and 
japan  again  ft  the  admiffion  of  fo- 
reigners, are  not  founded  in  true 
wifdom;  and  however  fatal  they 


may  be  to  the  progrefs  of  fcience, 
of  arts,  and  of  general  know- 
ledge, whether  they  do  not  lay  a 
fairer  and  more  permanent  foun- 
dation of  public  fecurity  and  pri- 
vate happinefs,  than  more  liberal 
inftitutions.  It  is  at  any  rate 
clear,  that  the  adoption  of  this 
policy,  would  have  faved  many 
great  nations  from  unexpected 
ruin,  and  from  general  defla- 
tion. 

Whllft  the  effects  of  the  conteft 
between  France  and  England, 
were  gradually  fpreadiitg  thro'  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  old  and  of  the 
new,  weftern  world,  its  rage  was 
fpeedily  communicated,  and  un- 
expectedly broke  out,  in  the  re- 
mote regions  of  the  eaft;  in  a 
quarter  of  the  globe,  naturally 
and  originally  appertaining,  to 
the  moft  peaceable,  as  well  as  to 
the  moft  unmixed  and  primitive 
race  of  mankind;  a  race  more  ab- 
horrent 
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horrent  of  blood  and  cruelty  than 
any  other. 

It  feems,  that  the  Englifh  Eaft 
India,  company,  well  feeing  the 
confequences  which  the  French 
treaties  with  America,  and  the 
delivery  of  the  refcript  at  the 
court  of  London,  muft  neceflarily 
produce,  did  not  think  it  fitting 
to  regulate  their  policy,  by  that 
temporizing  fyftem  of  conduct, 
which  apparently  took  place  be- 
tween the  principals.  They  faw 
that  femblance  of  peace  could  not 
long  be  preferred;  and  that  no 
intermediate  date,  however  co- 
loured or  difguifed,  could  be  kept 
long  free  from  all  the  confequences 
of  war;  and  they  well  judged, 
that  long  before  any  account  of 
their  proceedings  in  the  eaft  could 
be  received  in  Europe,  thefe  con- 
fequences would  take  fuch  effect, 
as  to  afford  a  fufficient  cover  and 
fanction  to  their  meafures. 

The  company  had  not  forgot- 
ten, the  imminent  danger  to 
which  her  fettlements,  and  in- 
deed her  exigence  in  India,  had 
only  a  few  years  ago  been  ex- 
pofed ;  when  in  a  feafon  of  pro- 
found peace,  France  had  clan- 
deftinely  conveyed  fo  great  a  mi- 
litary force  to  the  iflands  of  Mau- 
ritius and  Bourbon,  that  fhe 
feemed  to  owe  her  deliverance 
more  to  fortune  or  accident,  than 
to  any  timely  knowledge  fhe  had 
of  the  defign.  Such  a  force  might 
foon  again  be  formed  in  thofe 
iflands,  with  the  fame  privacy  as 
before  ;  and  from  the  fhortnefs  of 
the  paffage  to  Pondicherry,  might 
drop  fo  fuddenly  and  unexpectedly 
upon  the  ground  of  action,  that 
nothing  could  be  hoped  to  refill 
its  progrefs. 

Under  fome  or  all  of  thefe  con- 


fiderations,  the  company  deter- 
mined not  to  hazard,  the  fecurity 
of  their  invaluable  pofTeffions,  by* 
paying  too  great  an  attention  to 
formalities,  which  carry  no  far* 
ther  value,  than  what'  their  im- 
mediate inter  eft  induces  the  re- 
fpective  parties  to  affix  upon  them. 
A  bold  and  decifive  meafure,  for 
the  final  reduction  of  the  French 
power  in  India,  was  accordingly 
refolved,  immediately  upon,  or 
very  foon  after  the  delivery  of  the 
French  refcript  |  and  the  bufinefs 
was  conducted  with  fuch  laudable, 
but,  for  fuch  a  body,  nnufual  fer 
crecy,  that  the  fmalleft  idea  of  the 
defign,  until  the  effect  was  pub- 
licly difclofed  by  the  accounts  from 
India,  did  not  tranfpire,  even  in 
this  country. 

The  company  had  alfo  the  for-, 
tune,  that  the  inftru&ions  were 
conveyed  with  unufual  expedition 
to  Madrafs ;  and  preparations  were 
accordingly  immediately  made  for 
undertaking  the  iiege  of  Pondi- 
cherry. Major  General  Monroe, 
who  now  commanded  the  com- 
pany's troops  on  the  coaft  of  Co- 
romandel,  had  aflembled  part  of 
the  force  deftined  for  .  0  , 
the  fiege,  on  a  fpot  of  Au&  *tiK 
ground  called  the  Red  l77°» 
Hill,  within  four  miles  of  that 
city,  pretty  early  in  the  month  of 
Auguft.  It  was  not,  however, 
until  the  2 1  ft  of  that  month,  that 
they  were  in  fufficient  ftrength  to 
inveft  that  fortrefs  clofely.  On 
that  day  the  troops  advanced  fo 
near  as  to  take  pofTeffion  of  the 
bound  hedge,  (a  planted  fence, 
which  at  fome  di fiance  furroundecV 
all  the  works)  within  cannon  fhot 
of  the  fortifications,  by  which  all 
communication  with  the  country 
was  entirely  cat  off.     Some  farther 

impedi- 
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impediments,  poflibly  arifing  from 
the  climate,  and  from  the  difficulty 
of  finding  means  for  the  convey- 
ance of  the  artillery  and  dores, 
ftill  retarded  the  progrefs  of  the 
works,  until  the  6th  and  7th  of 
September,  on  which  days  the  be- 
fiege  rs  were  enabled  to  break 
ground  both  on  the  north  and  the 
fouth  fides  of  the  town,  under  a 
determination  of  carrying  on  both 
attacks  at  the  fame  time.  . 

Previous  to  thefe  operations  by 
land,  Sir  Edward*  Vernon^  who 
commanded  the  fmall  Britifh  na- 
val force  in  thofe  feas,  failed  from 
Madrafs  at  the  end.  of  July  to- 
block  up  Pondicherry.  His  fqua- 
dron  confided  of  the  Rippon  of 
60  guns,  the  Coventry  of  28,  the 
Sea  Horfe  of  20,  the.  Cormorant 
Hoop,  and  the  Valentine  Ead  Tn- 
diaman.  He  had  fcarcely  arrived 
on  his  ftation,  when  he  obtained 
fight  of  the  French  fquadron  un- 
der M.  de  Tronjolly,  confiding  of 
the  Brillante  of  64  guns,  the  Pour- 
yoyeufe  of  36  eighteen  pounders, 
the  Sartine  of  32  guns,  and  two 
French  Jndia  (hips  armed  for  war. 
.  ,         A    very    clofe   and 

u£*  IO  •  warm  engagement  en- 
fued,  which  laded  above  two 
hours,  when  the  French  thought 
fit  to  quit  the  action.  The  Eng- 
lifh  fhips  had  fuffered  alfo  too 
much,  to  continue  long  after  in 
the  fame  fituation  ;  but  were  pre- 
paring during  the  night,  for  the 
fervice  which  they  expected  in  the 
morning.-  The  French  had,  how- 
ever, fo  much  the  worft  in  this  ac- 
tion, that  they  were  in  no  difpofi*- 
tion  at  all  for  its  renewal,  and 
were  accordingly,  at  day-break, 
totally  out  of  fight.  It  appeared 
after,  that  they  had  got  into  Pon- 
dicherry that  night  to  refit;  whild, 
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from  the  contrary  winds,  and  4 
northern  current,  Sir  Edward  was 
not  able  to  recover  his  flation  un- 
til the  20th  of  the  month,  at  mid- 
night. In  this  time  he  had  been 
joined  by  the  Beiborough  India- 
man,  which  fupplied  the  place  of 
the  Valentine,  then  on  her  way  to 
Europe.  Early  in  the  morning,  a 
French  veflfel  from  Europe  and  the 
Mauritius,  fell  in  among  the  Bri- 
tifh mips,  and  was  taken.  At  the 
fame  time,  they  could  perceive  the 
French  fquadron,  under  an  eafy 
fail,  ftanding  out  of  Pondicherry 
road.  An  immediate  engagement 
was  now  expected  and  prepared 
for,  and  nothing  was  left  undone 
by  the  commodore,  in  order  to 
clofe,  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  with 
the  enemy ;  but  the  alternate 
failure,  and  contrary  direction  of 
the  winds,  rendered  all  his  efforts 
ineffectual.  As  the  French  com- 
mander had,  however,  as  great 
and  intereding  an  object  in  view, 
in  keeping  the  town  free  by  fea, 
as  Sir  Edward  could  have  in  fhut- 
ting  up  the  port,  he  made  no 
doubt  that  the  action  would  take 
place  on  the  following  morning  as 
a  matter  of  courfe,  and  on  the 
fide  of  the  enemy,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  of  neceffity. 

■  Under  this  perfuafion,  he  flood 
in  for  Pondicherry  road  at  the  ap- 
proach of  night,  where  he  cad  an- 
chor, expecting  the  enemy  would 
have  done  the  fame;  more  efpe- 
cially,  as  their  motions  during  the 
day,  had  not  indicated  any  defign 
of  avoiding  an  engagement.  The 
French  commander,  however,feems 
to  have  confulted  more  the  preser- 
vation of  his  (hips',  than  that*of 
the  town.:  He  "accordingly,  taking 
advantage  of  the  night,  aban- 
doned Pondicherry,    and  a  gar- 

nion 
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rifoa  which  deferved  better  for- 
tarie,  to  their  fate  ;  and  was  fo 
expeditions  in  his  means  of  efcape, 
that  theN  French  fquadron  were  to- 
tally out  of  light  in  the  morning; 
not  were  they  at  any  time  after 
feed  or  heard  of  on  the  coaft.  In 
three  days  after,  the  Sartine  fri- 
gate, which  had  loft  company  with 
the  fquadron  on  the  night  of  the 
late  action,  being  ignorant  of  the 
prefent  change  of  circumftances, 
had  advanced  fo  far  in  her  way  to 
get  into  Pondicherry,  that  when 
She  difcovered  her  miftake  it  was 
too  late  to  be  remedied,  and  (he 
was  accordingly  taken  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  frigates.  Thus  was  Pondi- 
cherry as  clofely  blocked  up  by  fea 
as  by  land. 

This  fuccefs  of  Sir  Edward  Ver- 
non ferved  greatly  to  facilitate  the 
operations  of  the  befiegers,  and 
might  have  feemed  fufficient,  to 
have  fpread  univerfal  difmay  and 
defpondency  among  the  befieged. 

S     t     8  h    ^^e  Datte"es  were  o- 
^  *  "  pened  under  the  pow- 

erful fire  of  28  pieces  of  heavy 
artillery,  and  27  mortars.  Not- 
withstanding the  difmantled  ftate 
in  which  Pondicherry  had  been  re- 
ftored  to  the  French  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  late  war,  the  for- 
tifications feem  to  have  been  in 
no  contemptible  condition  at  this 
time  ;  or  if  they  were  other  wife, 
the  deficiency  of  ftrength  was  am- 
ply fupplied  by  the  gallantry  of 
M.  de  Bellecombe,  (who  was  both 
governor  of  the  town,  and  general 
commandant  of  all  the  French 
fetdements  in  the  Indies)  and  the 
refolution  of  his  brave  garrifon  ; 
who,  nearly  cut  off  as  they  were 
from  every  hope  of  fuccour,  per- 
fevered  to  the  laft  extremity  in  a 
determined  and  noble  defence. 
Vol.  XXII. 


The  artillery  of  the  befiegers, 
however,  foon  gained  an  evident 
fuperiority,  and  they  were  inde- 
fatigable in  carrying  on  their  ap- 
proaches ;  but  the  alertnefs  and 
obftinate  defence  of  the  garrifon, 
rendered  caution  a  matter  of  ne*. 
ceffity ;  and  together  with  the  vio- 
lent rains  that  then  frequently  fell, 
could  not  fail  of  considerably  re- 
tarding their  works.  Notwith> 
ftanding  thefe  impediments,  mat* 
ters  were  fo  far  advanced  towards 
the  middle  of  October,  as  to  ren- 
der an  attack  on  the  body  of  the 
place  practicable.  By  that  time, 
the  befiegers  had,  on  the  foiith. 
fide,  pufhed  a  gallery  into  the 
ditch  of  the  town,  made  a  prac- 
ticable breach  in  the  baftion,  called 
L'Hofpital,  deftroyed  the  faces  of 
the  adjacent  baftion s,  and  prepared 
a  bridge  of  boats  for  palling  the 
ditch.  Nor  was  the  attack  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  town  in  much 
lefs  forwardnefs.  The  befiegerg 
had  there  alfo  deftroyed  the  face 
of  the  oppofite  baftion,  and  had 
conftrucled  a  float  for  paffing  the 
ditch,  which  they  were  to  bring 
into  ufe,  at  the  fame  time  that 
their  fellows  were  palling  it  to  the 
fouthward.  Thefe  two  attacks 
were  to  be  accompanied  by  a 
third,  which  was  to  take  place  by 
the  fea  fide  to  the  northward, 
where  the  enemy  had  a  ftockade 
running  into  the  water.  And 
when  the  general  aflault  was  re- 
folved  on,  Sir  Edward  Vernon 
landed  all  his  marines,  and  260 
feamen,  to  fupport  rnd  invigorate 
the  attacks. ' 

An  exceeding  heavy  rain,  which 
opcafioned  a  great  and  fudden  fwell 
in  the  water  of  the  ditch,  on  tffe 
very  day  preceding  the  intended 
ftorai,  checked  the  defign  for  the 

[M]  prefent. 
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prefent,  and  fortunately  prevented 
a  cruel  and  bloody  encounter. 
The  water  rofe  fo  high  in  the 
ditch  to  the  fouthward,  as  to  fill 
and  blow  up  the  gallery,  befides 
greatly  damaging  the  boats  be- 
longing to  the  bridge.  But  this 
impediment  was  but  temporary. 
The  damage  was  fpeedily  repaired ; 
and  the  17th  of  O&ober  fixed  on 
for  making  the  general  alTault. 
In  the  mean  time,  M.  de  Belle- 
combe  was  neither  ignorant  of 
the  impracticability  of  longer  de*  „ 
fending  the  place,  nor  blind  to 
the  danger  and  total  ruin,  in 
which  an  obilinate  and  unfounded 
perfeverance  would  involve  his 
garrifon  and  the  inhabitants.  He 
accordingly,  on  the  day  preceding 
the  intended  attack,  propofed  a 
capitulation,  which  was  willingly 
agreed  to  by  the  Britifh  com- 
manders. 

The  conquerors  gave  the  mod 
ample  and  honourable  teftimony 
to  the  gallantry  of  their  enemy  in 
the  terms  of  capitulation.  The 
conditions  were  fuitable  to  the  ge- 
nerality of  thqfe  fen  ti  men  ts.  Every 
requifition,  that  did  not  interfere 
with  the  public  benefit  or  fecurity, 
was,  liberally  agreed  to*  It  was 
only  on  thofe  accounts,  that  it 
was  determined  to  fend  the  Eu- 
ropean part  of  the  garrifon  home 
to  France,  and  to  difband  the  fea- 
poys  and  other  native  troops  in  the 
coon  try,  in  dead  of  fending  the 
whole  in  a  body  to  the  ifle  of 
France  (or  Mauritius,)  which  was 
propofed.  The  garrifon  were  al- 
lowed all  the  honours  of  war;  and 
as  a  particular  mark  of  attention 
10  M.  de  Bcllecqmbe,  the  regi- 
ment of  Pondicherry  were,  at  nis 
jrtqueft,  allowed  to  Keep  their  co- 
lours. 
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A  numerous  artillery,  amount- 
ing in  the  whole,  of  all  forts  and 
fizcs,  ferviceable  and  unservice- 
able, to  about  300  pieces,  became 
a  prize  to  the  conquerors.  All 
public  property  underweht  the 
fame  fate ;  but  whatever  was  pri- 
vate, was  fee  u red  to  the  owners. 
The  company's  troops  employed 
in  this  fiege,  amounted,  to  10,500 
men,  of  whom  icoo  were  Euro- 
peans. The  g.-irriion  to  near  3COO, 
of  which  900  were  Europeans. 
The  comparative  lofs  on  both 
fides,  was  nt  ither  proportioned  to 
the  number  or  circumstances  of 
thofe  who  were  engaged  ;  if  we 
confider,  as  ufual,  the  cover  of 
theganifon  as  being  far  fuperior 
to  that  afforded  by  the  works  of 
the  bciiegers.  The  lofs  of  the 
laner  amounted  to  224  flain,  and 
693  wounded;  and  the  garrifon, 
who  were  not  near  a  third  'in 
number,  had  200  men  killed,  and 
480  wounded.  A  circumftance 
which  perhaps  may  be  attributed 
to  the  obflinacy  with  which  their 
commander  difputed  every  part  of 
his  ground. 

Mr.  Law,  who  had  feen  and  un- 
dergone fo  many  changes  of  for- 
tune in  India,  and  who  had  him- 
felf  borne  fo  confiderable  a  fhare 
in  its  former  revolutions,  was  in- 
cluded in  this  capitulation,  and 
again  beheld  the  power  of  his  coun- 
try annihilated  in  that  quarter  of 
the  globe.  Jt  appears  from  fome 
of  the  terms  propofed  by  the  be- 
fieged,  by  which  they  were  de- 
firous  of  including  in  the  prefent 
capitulation,  feveral  French  fac- 
tories and  fet dements  which  had 
already  been  feized  by  tht  com- 
panies forces  in  Bengal  and  elle- 
where,  as  alfothe  crews  of  feveral 
French   veflels   which    had    been 

taken 
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taken  in  the  Ganges,  as  well  as 
on  the  coafts  of  Coromandel,  that 
hoftilities  had  been  commenced  in 
fome  of  thofe  parts  fo  early  as  the 
firft  of  July.  The  factories  dt 
Chandenagor,  at  Yam  an,  and  at 
Karical,  with  the  fettlement  at 
Mafulipatam,  are  particularly  fpe- 
ci£ed  in  thefe  propofed  condi- 
tions ;  and  others  feem  to  be  fup- 
pofed.  This  extenfion  of  the  ca- 
pitulation, to  paft  a 61s,  and  to 
diftant  places,  was,  however, 
deemed  inadmiffihle  by  the  con- 
querors. 

We  are  now  to  turn  our  atten- 
tion to  the  other  fide  of  the  globe  ; 
and  to  relate  the  effects  of  this 
war  in  the  place  of  its  origin. 
The  reduction  of  Georgia  by  the 
royal  forces,  foon  afforded  fuffi- 
cient  caufe  of  alarm,  and  matter 
for  trouble,  to  the  two  Carolina's. 
The  Loyalifts,  or  in  American 
language  the  Tories,  In  the  back 
parts  of  North  Carolina,  con- 
ceiving hope  and  courage  from 
that  event,  were  fpeedily  in  mo- 
tion. We  have  formerly  feen,  that 
thefe  people  were  numerous  in  the 
back  of  the  fouthern  colonies,  par- 
ticularly in  thofe  we  have  now 
mentioned  ;  and  although  the  lofs 
and  defeat  which  they  had  fuf- 
tained  under  their  leader  Mac- 
donald,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
troubles,  with  other  disappoint- 
ments and  lofTes  of  lefs  magni- 
tude, had  considerably  broken  their 
fpirit,  and  obliged  thofe  who  were 
lead  venturous,  or  who  were  mod 
attached  to  their  families  and  fet- 
tleiiients,  to  an  apparent  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  conditions  prefcribed  by 
the  victors,  yet  neither  fubmiffions 
nor  conventions  were  fufflcient  to 
rcftrain  the  effects  of  that  invin- 
cible averfion  which  they  bore  to 


their  prefent  governors  and  governs 
ments,  nor  to  prevent  their  watch- 
ing with  the  moft  eager  attention 
for  any  new  opportunity  that 
might  offer  for  their  again  having 
recourfe  to  arms^  and  endeavour- 
in?  to  (hake  off  fo  grievous  a 
yoke. 

\  The  moft  hardy  and  defperatrf 
of  thefe  people,  had  long  been  in 
the  condition  of  outlaws,  and  had 
attached  themfelves  to  the  Indians/ 
and  others  of  their  own  defcrip- 
tion,  in  the  incursions  on  the  fron* 
tiers.  The  nature  and  remotenefa 
of  the  country,  afforded  them  art 
opportunity  of  keeping  up  a  free 
intercourfe  with  their  old  friends* 
neighbours,  and  fellow  fufferers  io 
the  fame  caufe,  who  Hill  continuing 
it  home,  had  apparently  fubmitted 
to  the  prefent  government.  This) 
circum  fiance  necefTarily  ferved  toV 
nourifh  and  Strengthen  that  dif- 
pofition  and  fpirit  which  we  have" 
defcribed.  from  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  and  from  the  call  of 
mind  and  of  manners  acquired  by 
their  con ftant  intercourfe,  whether 
as  friends  or  as  enemies*  with  the 
favages,  they  were  ever  ready  to 
take  up  arms ;  and  many  of  thofe* 
who  continued  in  the  occupation 
of  their  farms,  and  afTumed  the 
character  of  living  peaceably  at 
home,  occafion ally  joined  the  par* 
ties  which  Were  openly  in  arms  on 
the  frontiers,  and  bore  a  fhare  in* 
all  the  devaluation  they  committed  4 

About  700  of  thefe  people  ac- 
cordingly afTembled  in  arms,  in 
the  back  part  of  North  Carolina* 
It .  does  not  feem  probable  that 
their  hopes  could  have  extended  te 
tlie  bringing  about  of  a  revolution 
in  that  province  by  any  force  of 
their  own  ;  and  the  diflance,  with 
other  circumftance*,    afforded  no- 
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well  founded  expectation,  that  they  who  are  accuftomed  to  the  aid  of 
could  have  received  any  timely  boundlefs  refources,  are  apt  to 
fupport  for  its  accomplifhment.  conceive  no  other  impediment, 
Their  alertnefs  and  zeal  were,  than  what  may  arife  from  the 
however,  Simulated  into  attion  counter  operations  of  the  enemy. 
by  the  accounts  of  General  Pre-  But  a  people  fcarce  of  money,  new 
voft's  fuccefs.  But  their,  ufuai  ill  in  government,  and  confequently 
fortune  Hill  duck  by  them ;  and  defKtute  of  thofe  fources  and  efta- 
before  they  were  able  to  do  any  blifhments,  which  the  induftry 
thing  of  moment,  they  were  at-  and  policy  of  ages  have  been  ac- 
tacked  and  entirely  defeated  by  cumulating  or  forming  in  antient 
fome  of  the  neareft  militia,  having  ftates,  experience  other  more  in- 
loft  near  half  their  number,  in  fuperable  difficulties  than  marching 
killed,  wounded,  or  taken.  About  or  fighting  in  their  military  ope- 
300  of  the  remainder,  however,  rations.  Under  a  due  confidera- 
found  means  to  make  their  way  tion  of  thefe  circumftances,  of  the 
good  in  a  body  to  the  back  part  mighty  force,  immenfe  wealth, 
of  Georgia;  from  whence  having  and  unb'ounded  fupply  of  that 
proceeded  to  the  neareft  Britifh  great  power  with  which  they  were 
pofts,  they  by  degrees  joined  the  contending,  together  with  the  vaft 
royal  army.  -It  appears  that  the  extent,  the  remote  fervices,  and 
loyal  party,  even  in  this  quarter  complicated  nature  of  a  war,  ear- 
where  it  was  ftrongeft,  (being  in  a  ried  on  equally  by  fea  and  by 
great  meafure  compofed  of  emi-  land,  on  every  fide  and  on  every 
grants  from  North  Britain,)  was  quarter,  but  ftill  blazing  up  more 
infinitely  inferior  to  the  ill-af-  fiercely  and  ftrongly  in  the  very 
fe&ed;  and  that  without  the  great  center  of  life  and  a&ion,  it  muft 
and  continual  affi fiance  of  the  ever  excite  the  aftonifhment  of 
royal  army,  the  well-affecled  in-  mankind,  and  perhaps  be  here- 
habitants,  in  no  part  of  America,  after  confidered  as  an  inexplicable 
were  in  a  condition  to  make  head  paradox,  by  what  means  the  new 
again  ft  the  rebels.  American  colonies  could  have  been 
South  Carolina  was  the  great  able,  for  fo  long  a  time,  to  have 
and  immediate  object  of  hope  fuftained,  in  any  manner,  fuch  a 
and  fear.  Its  great  diftance  from  contention, 
the  main  army,  and  fcene  of  ac-  Although  a  detachment  of  Bri- 
tion,  together  with  the  difficulties  tifh  troops  under  Colonel  Camp- 
of  the  way,  rendered  .relief  flow;  bell,  had  penetrated^  as  far  up  the 
and  there  were  other  fufficient  cir-  river  as  AugufU,  which  lies  i  3© 
cumftances  to  make  it  uncertain,  miles  higher  than  the  town  of  Sa- 
Money  is  juftly  confidered  as  the  vannah,  yet  the  length  and  dif- 
great  finew  of  war ;  and  its  want,  faulty  of  the  communication,  and 
seceflarily  cramped  all  the  mili-  tr^e  danger  to  which  it  was  ex- 
tary  operations  of  the  Americans;  pofed  from  the  vicinity  of  th*e 
the  defect,  however,  increafing,  enemy  in  South  Carolina,  the 
in  proportion  to  the  diftance  of  river  being  the  only  boundary  be- 
the  fervice,  and  the  confequent  tween  the  two  provinces,  induced 
jncrcaft  of  the  expence.     Thofe  General   Preroft,    in  fome   rime 
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after,  to  recal  that  party,  and  to 
contract  his  pods  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  Hudfon's  Ferry,  at  24 
miles  diilance,  was  the  upper  ex- 
tremity of  that  chain  which  .he 
formed  along  the  frontier  from  the 
capital. 

In  the  mean  time,  General  Lin- 
coln, with  a  reinforcement  of  con- 
tinental troops,  had  arrived  for 
the  protection  of  South, Carolina, 
and  was  polled  at  Purryfburgh,  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  river,  and 
about  20  miies  above  the  town  of 
Savannah ;  a  circumftance  to  which 
probably  may  be  attributed  the 
meafure  adopted  by  General  Pre- 
voft,  of  collecting  his  force  within 
a  clofer  compafs.  A  body  of  the 
provincial  troops,  and  militia  of 
the  Carolina's  and  of  Georgia, 
amounting  to  about  2000  men, 
w,erc  higher  up  the  river,  under 
the  command  of  a  General  A  (he; 
and  upon  the  retreat  of  the  de- 
tachment from  Augufla,  were  or- 
dered by  Lincoln  to  leave  their 
baggage  behind,  and  palling  the 
river  into  Georgia,  to  take  poll 
in  a  very  llrong  fituation  on  Briar 
Creek ;  intending  thereby  to  cover 
the  upper  part  of  the  country, 
where  the  difaffe&ed  to  the  royal 
caufe,  had,  on  the  departure  of 
the  Britifh  troops,  again  afTumed 
their  wonted  fuperiority. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Prevoft,  who 
was  polled  at  Hudfon's  Ferry, 
about  13  miles  lower  down  the 
river,  formed  a  defign  of  fur- 
prizing  Afhe  in  his  ftrong  pod  ; 
a  meafure  which  did  not  feem 
very  practicable,  as  Briar's  Creek, 
which  covered  his  front,  was  for 
feveral  miles  too  deep  to  be 
forded;  the  Savannah,  and  a 
deep  morafs  covered  his  left,  and 
he  had   200  horfe  to  guard  his 


right.  The  defign  being  ripened 
for  execution,  General  Prevoft 
made  fuch  difpofitions  and  move- 
ments on  the  borders  of  the  river, 
between  Savannah  and  Ebenezer* 
as  were  fufficient  to  attract  and 
take  up  the  attention  of  General 
Lincoln,  during  its  profecution. 
The  colonel,  in  the  mean  time, 
having  divided  his  force  in  two 
parts,  advanced  one,  with  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  towards  Briar 
Creek,  with  an  apparent  view  of 
attacking  tjie  enemy,  where  they 
were  invulnerable,  in  front.  The 
other  divifion  of  his  force,  con- 
fiding of  the  fecond  battalion  of 
the  7^ft  regiment,  three  compa- 
nies of  grenadiers,  fome  light  in- 
fantry and  horfe,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  about  900  men,  he 
led  himfelf  a  circuitous  march  of 
about  50  miles,  in  order  to  get 
round,  or  to  crofs  Briar  Creek,' and 
thereby  turning  the  right,  to  fall 
unexpectedly  upon  the  rear  of  the 
enemy. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize 
was  infured  by  the  injudicious  con- 
duct of  the  American  General, 
Afhe,  who,  in  the  moment  of 
peril,  had  detached  his  light  horfe 
upon  fome  unprofitable  expedition, 
and  thereby  laid  himfelf  open  to 
furprize,  and  left  the  only  weak 
part  of  his  camp  expofed  and  un- 
covered. The  furprize  was  ac- 
cordingly as  complete  Mafch  , 
as    could  Jiave    been  *  * 

wifhed.  The  Ameri-  779* 
cans  were  furprized  in  open  day 
light,  and  received  the  firft  no- 
tice of  danger,  from  the  havock 
which  the  Britifh  troops  made  in 
their  camp.  Whole  regiments  fled 
without  firing  a  mot,  and  num- 
bers without  even  attempting  to 
lay  hold  of  their  arms.    The  deep 
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rnarfh,  and  the  river,  which  fhonld 
have  afforded  fecurity,  became  now 
the  inftruments  of  their  deftruc- 
tion.  Blinded  by  their  flight  and 
terror,  many  were  fwallowed  up 
by  the  one,  and  drowned  in  the 
other.  Several  of  the  officers, 
with  a  regiment  of*  North  Caro- 
lina men,  took  bravely,  however, 
to  their  arms,  and  gained  fome 
honour  by  an  ineffe&ual  defence. 

The  rebels  loft  feven  pieces  of 
cannon,  almoft  all  their  arms, 
their  ammunition,  and  what  bag- 
gage they  had  been  under  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  bringing  with  them. 
About  150  men  were  killed,  and 
?qo  taken,  among  whom  was  Bri- 
gadier General  Elbert,  the  fecond 
in  command,  and  one  of  their 
beft  officers,  befides  fome  others  of 
note.  The  number  loft  in  the 
Savannah  and  the  fwamp  is  not 
known ;  and  the  lofs  on  the  fide 
of  the  victors  was  fo  trifling  as 
not  to  deferve  mention.  By  this 
defeat,  the  province  was  again 
cleared  of  the  enemy ;  and  air 
though  the  general  did  not  think 
it  prudent  to  advance  his  pofts  far 
upwards,  yet  thofe  which  he  re- 
tained were  freed  from  infults,  his 
Communications  were  opened  with 
the  back  country,  the  loyalifts, 
both  in  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
were  encouraged  to  join  the  army, 
and  his  force  being  collected,  was 
ready  to  adl  upon  any  immediate 
iervice  which  might  offer. 

Such  continued,  pretty  nearly, 
the  fituation  of  the  two  fmall 
hoftile  armies  until  the  latter  end 
of  April.  Separated  by  a  river, 
which  neither  of  them  could  ven- 
ture to,  pafs  in  the  face  of  the 
pther,  they  were  both  fee u re  in 
their  pofts,  and  each  covered  his 
refpeclive  province.     A  movement 


at  that  time  made  by  General  Lin. 
coin,  prefented,  however,  a  new 
face  of  affairs,  and  opened  a  way 
for  confequences,*  which  he  evi- 
dently did  not  apprehend,  and 
which  he  undoubtedly  would  not 
have  hazarded  if  he  had.  In  or- 
der to  protect  either  a  meeting, 
or  an  election,  of  delegates  for 
the  province  of  Georgia,  which 
was  appointed  to  be  held  at  Au- 
gufta  in  the  beginning  of  May, 
he  quitted  his  fituation  on  the 
lower  part  of  the  river,,  which  ef* 
feci u ally  enabled  him'  to  fee u re 
Charles  Town,  as  well  as  to  co- 
ver the  province  in  general,  and 
marched  with  the  beft  part  of  his 
army  towards  that  place.  Indeed 
it  did  not  appear  eafy  to  fuppofe, 
that  this  meafure  was  liable  to 
any  dangerous  confequences.  The 
frefhes  were  then  out,  which 
feemed  to  render  the  river  in  it* 
felf  a  fufficient  rampart ;  but  the 
deep  fwamps  on  the  other  fide 
feemed  utterly  impafiable  ;  or  if 
thefe  could  even  be  evaded,  the 
general  appearance  of  the  fiat 
Hooded  country  along  the  coaft, 
every  where  interfered  with  rivers 
and  creeks,  feemed  to  forbid  all 
military  operations  at  that  -feafon 
on  that  fide.  But  Lincoln  did 
not  truft  entirely  to  natural  dif- 
ficulties ;  he  befides  left,  under 
the  conduct  of  General  Moultrie, 
a  body  efti mated  at  about  1500 
men,  and  compofed  chiefly  of  the 
provincial  militia,  to  guard  the 
pafles  of  the  river  and  fwamps. 

This  movement  infpired  General 
Prevoft  with  an  idea  cf  attempting 
to  penetrate  intp  Carolina.  He 
confidered,  that  offenfive  opera- 
tions were  neceffary  to  fupport  and 
increafe  the  reputation  of  the  Bri- 
tiih  arms  in  that  quarter ;  that  his 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE. 


[tfcg 


force  was  already  con  fid  er  ably  in- 
creafed  by  the  acceffion  of  loyalifts 
from  that  province  as  well  as  Geor- 
gia, from  whence  there  was  reafon 
to  hope,  that  his  appearance  in 
the  country  might  induce  great  bo- 
dies of  the  well- affected  to  declare 
in  his  favour;  and,  in  any  cafe,  it 
woold  be  the  fure  means  of  oblig- 
ing Lincoln  to  abandon  his  defign, 
and  would  at  the  fame  time  afford 
an  opportunity  of  procuring  a  plen- 
tiful fupply  of  provifions,  which 
he  wanted. 

Under  the  influence  of  thefe 
confiderations,  he  pafTed  the  river 
in  different  farts  near  the  end  of 
April,  with  a  force,  which,  fo  far 
as  can  be  gathered,  may  be  efti ma- 
ted at  about  3^000  men.  Moul- 
trie's militia  were  ftruck  with  fuch 
a  panic,  at  feeing  the  Britifh  troops 
traverfing  a  country,  and  emerging 
from  fwamps  which  they  deemed 
impafTable,  that  they  made  but  a 
weak  refiftance  in  defending  the 
feveral  ftrong  paffes  which  might 
have  effectually  checked  their  pro- 
grefs ;  and  at  length,  as  the  coun- 
try became  more  practicable,  gave 
way  on  all  fides,  and  retired  to* 
wards  Charles  Town. 

The  facility  with  which  the  ar- 
my had  triumphed  over  the  extra- 
ordinary natural  impediments  of 
the  country,  together  with  the 
feeble  refiftance  of  the  enemy,  fer- 
ved  to  extend  the  views  of  the  ge- 
neral to  objects  of  greater  moment, 
than  thofe  which  had  operated  in 
engaging  him  to  undertake  the  ex- 
pedition, The  loyalifts,  in  the  ea- 
gernefs  of  their  hopes  and  wifhes, 
which  no  failure  or  difappointment 
could  ever  (lac ken  or  damp,  failed 
not  to  improve  this  difpofition, 
which  was  fo  favourable  to  them. 
They  allured  the  general,  as  a  mat- 


ter of  undoubted  certainty,  that 
Charles  Town  would  furrender 
without  refiftance,  at  his  fir  ft  ap- 
pearance. The  object  was  fo  im* 
portant,  and  the  temptation  fo 
great,  that  inclination  and  duty 
muft  have  been  equally  argent  to 
its  acquifition.  Nor  did  it  feem 
well  in  the  power  of  a  commander, 
in  a  matter  of  fo  much  confequence 
to  the  ftate,  to  have  flighted  the 
information  of  thofe,  who  had  the 
beft  means  of  knowing  both  the 
ft  ate  of  the  place  and  the  difpofi- 
tion of  the  people ;  it  would  be  no 
eafy  matter  afterwards  to  fhew  that 
it  deferved  no  credit,  and  that  the 
defign  was  utterly  impracticable. 
General  Prevoft,  notwith (landing, 
did  not  think  it  fitting  entirely  to 
rely  upon  his  own  opinion,  and 
therefore  called  all  the  field  officers 
of  his  army  to  confutation  upon 
the  fubject,  who  unanimoufly  con* 
curred  in  their  advice  for  his  ad- 
vancing directly  to  Charles  Town, 
The  conduct  of  General  Lincoln 
ferved  greatly  to  ftrengthen  this 
opinion,  who  was  fo  pofirively  per* 
fuaded,  that  General  Prevoft  in- 
tended nothing  more  than  to  forage 
the  country,  that  it  was  not  until 
fome  days  after  the  Britifh  forces 
had  patted  the  river,  that  he  could 
be  induced  to  return  to  the  defence 
of  the  capital.  But  when  he  was 
at  length  convinced  of  the  real 
danger  of  that  city,  he  immedi- 
ately detached  a  body  of  infantry, 
mounted  on  liorfeback,  for  the 
greater  expedition,  to  its  defence, 
and  collecting  the  militia  of  the 
upper  country,  returned  with  his 
whole  force,  to  act  as  circumftances 
might  offer  for  its  relief. 

in  this  fituation  of  things,  the 
Britifh  army  were  fome  days  marcji 
a-head  of  Lincoln  in  the  way  to 

[M]  +  Charles 
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Charles  Town,  and  Moultrie's 
Militia,  and  Polafki's  Legion,  re- 
tiring from  one  creek  and  river  to 
another  towards  that  place,  as  they 
were  pre/Ted  by  the  former.  So 
xnany  bridges  and  pafles  could  not 
be  gained  without  fome  fkirmifhes, 
but  the  refinance  was  dill  fo  weak, 
that  they  were  attended  with  no 
circumflances  of  any  confequence ; 
it  is  however  to  be  obferved,  that 
as  the  families  and  effects  of  Moul- 
trie's Militia  lay  pretty  generally 
in  the  line  of  march,  thefe  con  fide- 
rations  touched  them  fo  clofely, 
that  his  force  fuffered  a  conti- 
nual diminution  from  the  outfet, 
which  befides  the  weaknefs  it  pro- 
duced in  lefTening  his  numbers, 
ferved  neceflarily  to  difhearten 
thofe  who  remained. 

n/r  .  .  „u  At  lencth  the  Bri- 
May  nth.     .*  s  , 

1  tifti   army   arrived   at 

Afhley  River,  which  they  pafled, 
a  few  miles  above  Charles  Town, 
and  advancing  along  the  Neck 
formed  by  the  two  rivers  of  Afhley 
and  Cooper,  took  poll  within  little 
more  than  cannon  fhot  from  the 
works  of  that  city.  A  continued 
fucceflion  of  fkirmifhes  took  place 
On  that  day  and  the  enfuing  night, 
which,  though  neceflarily  attended 
with  lofs  on  both  fides,  were  of 
110  farther  confequence  to  either. 
On  the  following  morning,  the 
general  fummoned  the  town  to  fur- 
render,' and  held  out  very  flatte/ing 
conditions  to  induce  them  to  a  com- 
pliance. The  negociation  conti- 
nued during  the  day,  and  a  pro- 
posal was  made  by  the  city  for  a 
neutrality  for  their  province  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war.  This 
being  rejected  on  the  one  fide,  as 
the  favourable  conditions  propofed 
by  the  general  were  on  the  other, 
the  negociation  was  broken  off  in 


the  evening,  and  every  preparation 
made  by  the  inhabitants  and  garri- 
fon,  for  vigoroufly  repelling  a  ge- 
neral affault  which  was  expected  to 
take  place  in  the  night. 

But  General  Prevoft,  finding 
himfelf  totally  difa^pointed  in 
every  hope  that  had  been  held  out 
to  him  relative  to  Charles  Town, 
had  other  objects  of  ferious  con- 
sideration now  before  him.  He 
found  that  no  offers  he  could  make 
were  fufficient  to  induce  the  enemy 
to  a  furrender,  and  that  their  coun- 
tenance fhewed  the  fulleft  determi- 
nation of  defence ;  that  their  .lines 
were  defended  by  a  numerous  ar- 
tillery, and  flanked  by  their  armed 
flapping  and  gallies ;  and  that  Gen. 
Lincoln,  with  a  force,  at  leaft 
equal,  if  not  fuperior  to  his  own, 
was  faff  approaching.  On  his 
own  fide,  he  had  neither  battering 
artillery,  nor  a  naval  force  to  co- 
operate with  his  land  forces ;  which 
were  two  articles  fo  indifpenfably 
neceflary  for  carrying  the  place, 
that  their  want  feemed  an  insuper- 
able bar  to  every  hope  of  fuccefs, 
And  if  he  were  repulfed  with  any 
coniiderable  lofs,  which  was  much 
to  be  apprehended,  his  Situation, 
involved  as  he  was,  in  a  labyrinth 
of  rivers  and  creeks,  furrounded 
on  all  fides  by  a  fuperior  enemy, 
and  his  retreat  continually  impeded 
by  fwamps  and  difficult  pafles, 
feemed  fcarcely  to  admit  of  a  hope, 
that  any  part  of  his  fmall  army 
could  have  been  pre  ferved. 

Under  thefe  con  fid  er  at  ions,  he 
prudently  decamped  on  that  very 
night,  and  having  previously  ta- 
ken care  to  leave  a  proper  guard 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  pafs  at  Afh- 
ley Ferry,  he  had  by  morning  re- 
turned to  the  fouth  fide  of  that  ri- 
ver, without,  interruption*,  or  the 

know* 
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unhealthy  feafon,  which  were  then 
either  prevailing  or  approaching. 
By  this  means  alfo,  he  would  hold 
a  Aire  footing  in  South  Carolina, 
from  which  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  enemy  to  move  him,  until 
the  long  expected  and  wiflied  for  re- 
inforcements arrived,  which  might 
enable  him  to  proceed  efie&uaBy 
in  the  reduction  of  that  colony. 
In  the  mean  time,  no  pofition  could 
be  better  chofen  for  covering  Geor- 
gia on  that  fide ;  the  excellent  har- 
bour of  Port  Royal,  was  the  baft 
ftation  in  that  quarter  for  the  royal 
flapping,  and  its  vicinity  to  the 
town  of  Savannah,  with  the  open 
communication  between  both  pla- 
ces, ferved  all  together  to  render  it 
a  port  of  great  importance. 

While  the  greater  part  of  the  ar- 
my were  engaged  in  the  operations 
of  moving  from  one  ifland  to  ano- 
ther, and  of  eflablifhing  the  diffo-  * 
rent  polls  which  it  was  thought  ne- 
ceflary  to  occupy  during  the  fickly 
feafon,  General  Lincoln  thought 
it  a  proper  opportunity  to  attack 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Maitland,  who 
was  flrongly  polled  at  the  pars  of 
Stono  Ferry,  which  feems  to  be 
on  the  inlet  between  the  continent 
and  the  ifland  of  St.  John.  The 
Colonel's  force  confided  of  the  firft 
battalion  of  the  71ft,  and  one  Hef- 
fian,  together  with  the  Carolina 
refugees ;-  the  two  battalions  being 
fo  weak  and  reduced,  that  his 
whole  number  is  faid  to  have 
amounted  only  to  about  800  men. 
The  poll,  however,  befidesits  natu- 
ral advantages,  was  well  covered 
with  redoubts,  an  abbatis,  and  artil- 
lery. On  the  other  fide,  the  Amer 
rican  force  is  reprefen ted  as  amount- 
ing to  5,000  men,  and  eight  pieces 
of  cannon. 

They 


knowledge  or  fmallefl  fnfpicion  of 
the  enemy,  who  had  been  the 
whole  time  Handing  to  their  arms, 
under  the  momentary  apprehenfion 
of  a  furious  attack.  From  thence 
the  army  parted  to  the  iflands  of 
St.  James  and  St.  John,  which  lie 
to  the  fouthward  of  Charles  Town 
Harbour,  and  from/their  cultivati- 
on and  fertility  afforded  good  quar- 
ters and  plenty  of  provifions  for  the 
troops.  Thefe  begin  that  almoft 
continued  fucceffion,  and  forae- 
times  labyrinth  of  iflands,  into 
which,  the  fea  with  its  numerous 
inlets,  and  the  frequent  rivers  and 
creeks,  have  divided  that  low  flat 
country,  which  extends  along  the 
coafl  from  Charles  Town  to  Sa- 
vannah; the  channels  by  which 
they  are  interfered,  or  feparated 
from  the, continent,  being  in  fome 
places  very  narrow  and  inconfider- 
able,  are  in  others  fo  great,  as  to 
afford  excellent  harbours  or  roads 
for  fhipping. 

In  thefe  iflands,  the  army  impa- 
tiently expelled  thofe  fupplies  of 
ammunition  and  neceflaries  from 
New  York,  which  they  exceedingly 
wanted.  The  firft  fhips  which  had 
been  difpatched  with  thefe  fup- 
plies had  the  ill  fortune,  of  being 
either  taken,  deftroyed,  or  driven 
back  by  the  enemy.  The  arrival 
of  two  frigates  of  war,  at  length 
removed  the  diftrefTes  of  the  troops, 
and  enabled  the  army  to  return  to 
the  fouthward. 

The  objeft  now  with  the  general 
was  to  take  and  hold  poflelfion  of 
the  ifland  of  Port  Royal ;  a  mea- 
fure  which  held  out  many  prefent 
and  future  advantages,  among 
which  it  was  not  the  leafl,  that  it 
would  afford  good  quarters  and  an 
eligible  fituation  to  the  troops,  du- ,. 
ring  the  intenfe  heats  and  the  very 
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-  .,         They  made  the  at- 

June  20th.  tack  wilh  grwt  fpir^ 

and  fupported  it  for  about  an  hour ; 
but  were  received  with  fuch  a  coun- 
tenance, and  fuch  coolnefs  and 
firmnefs,  and  (o  much  galled  by 
the  fire  of  an  armed  flat,  which 
covered  the  left  flank  of  the  poft, 
that  they  were  then  obliged  to  re- 
tire with  considerable  lofs.  The 
affailants  attribute  their  retreat  to 
the  ftrength  of  the  redoubts,  which 
.  their  light  field  pieces  were  totally 
incapable  of  making  any  impref- 
fion  on,  and  to  a  ftrong  reinforce- 
ment, which  arrived  from  the 
ifland  of  St.  John,  during  the  ac- 
tion, to  the  fupport  of  the  poft. 
The  royal  forces  loft  fome  officers 
as  weil  as  men  ;  and  above  a  hun- 
dred of  both  were  wounded .  The 
Americans  loft  fome  officers  of 
name ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted, 
that  their  lofs  in  general  was  con- 
fiderably  greater.  The  army  met 
with  no  obftruction  in  its  move- 
ment to  Port  Royal';  and  the  fea- 
fon  put  an  end  to  all  operations  on 
either  fide  in  that  quarter. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  concerted  with  Sir 
George  ,Collier,  who  now  com- 
manded the  marine  at  New  York, 
an  expedition  to  the  Chefapeak, 
and  a  <  defcent  upon  Virginia,  as 
me  a  Cures,  which  more  than  any 
other  that  could  be  undertaken, 
would  contribute  to  the  embar- 
raffment  and  diftrefs  of  the 
enemy. 

A  Sufficient  naval  and  land  force 
for  the  intended  purpofes,  was 
accordingly  difpatched  from  New 
York,  under  the  conduct  of  Sir 
Geo.  Collier,  and  Maj.  Gen.  Ma- 
thew.  The  fleet  having  fuccefs- 
futly  pa  fled  between  the  Capes  of 
Virginia,  the,  Raifonable  man  of 


war,  with  fome  armed  tenders* 
were  left  in  Hampton  Road,  to 
block  up  that  port,  and  to  inter- 
cept the  navigation  of  the  River 
James ;  whilft  Sir  George  Collier, 
having  fhifted  his  pendant  to  a 
frigate,  proceeded  with  the  fmaller 
ihips  of  war  and  tranfports  up  Eli- 
zabeth River.  The  town  of  Ports- 
mouth being  their  immediate  ob- 
ject, and  the  fleet  delayed  by  fome 
circumftances  of  wind  or  tide  in 
its  pafTage,  the  general  and  troops, 
impatient  of  delay,  and  apprehen- 
five  that  the  enemy  might  have 
time  either  to  ftrengthen  their 
works  or  receive  fuc-    y.  • 

cours,  were  landed  at  ^  * 
fome  diftance,  and  marched  di- 
rectly towards  that  place. 

The  town  was  open  and  defence- 
less, but  the  pafTage  to  it  by  water 
was  covered  by  Fort  N el fon,  which 
had  been  conftructed  at  about  harf 
a  mile's  diftance  for  that  purpofe. 
But  the  garrifon  of  the  fort,  know- 
ing that  no  fuccour  was  at  hand* 
and  that  the  fort  was  incapable  of 
any  effectual  defence,  to  avoid  be- 
ing furrounded  and  made  prifoners, 
abandoned  it  at  the  approach  of 
the  army,  who  of  courfe  took  pof- 
feflion  both  of  that  and  the  town* 
The  town,  or  remains,  of  Norfolk, 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river, 
fell    likewife    into    their    hand?. 
Upon   the  approach   of  the  fleet 
and  army,  the  enemy  burned  fe- 
veral  of  the  veflels  in  thefe  ports, 
among    which    were     two    large 
French  ihips,  loaded  with  a  thou- 
sand hogiheads  of  tobacco ;    the 
celerity  of  the  invaders  having, 
however,  checked  the  deftructidn 
pretty  early,    feveral  others  were 
laved,    and  fell  accordingly  into 
their  hands, 
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The  general  puftied  on  detach- 
ments to  take  poffeflion  of  two 
ilrong  pods  feveral  miles  in  front, 
which  from  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try, ferved  to  cover  the  approaches 
to  his  camp  from  any  fudden  at- 
tempt of  the  enemy.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Britifh  guards  having 
marched  eighteen  miles  by  night 
to  the  town  of  Suffolk,  on  the' 
Nanfemond  river,  arrived  there  at 
day- break.  They  found  the  place 
had  been  haftiiy  abandoned  at  their 
approach ;  and  they  immediately 
proceeded  to  the  deflru&ion  of  a 
very  large  magazine  of  proviiions, 
together  with  the  veiTels  and  naval 
flores  which  they  found  there.  A 
fimilar  deftru&ion  was  carried  on 
at  Kempe's  landing,  Shepherd's, 
Gofport,  Tanner's  creek,  and  ether 
places  in  that  quarter ;  nor  were 
the  frigates  and  armed  veiTels  lefs 
a&ive  or  fuccefsful  in  their  fervice, 
on  the  rivers,  and  in  the  near  parts 
of  the  bay. 

Within  a  fortnight,  that  the 
fleet  and  army  continued  upon  the 
coaft,  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the 
Americans  was  prodigious.  Se- 
veral thoufand  barrels  of  pork, 
with  other  provisions  in  proportion, 
which  had  been  prepared  for  Wash- 
ington's army,  and  a  great  quan- 
tity of  (lores,  were  deft  roved  at 
Suffolk  and  Shepherd's.  In  other 
places  thefe  articles  were  brought 
off.  Above  150  (hips  and  veiTels 
pf  all  forts,  were  deftroyed  or  ta- 
ken. Of  thefe,  17  prizes  were 
brought  away ;  among  thofe  de- 
ftroyed or  taken,  were  fame  priva- 
teers, and  veiTels  of  force.  All 
thofe  upon  the  flocks  were  burned  ; 
a  considerable  quantity  of  naval 
ilores  brought  oft';  and  every  thing 
relative  to  the  building  or  fitting 


of  (hips,  that  was  not  conveniently 
portable,  deftroyed. 

The  commanders  received  from  • 
the   loyalifts,    according  to  their 
ufual  cuftom,  fuch  flattering  ac- 
counts and  positive  affurances,  of 
the  general  difpofition  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  colony  to  return  to  the 
obedience  of  their  fovereign,  and 
their  impatience  to  fee  the  royal 
ftandard  erected    amongft   them, 
that  Sir  George  Collier  could  mot 
avoid  reprefenting  the  matter  m 
his  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  m 
the  full  view  in  which  it  appeared 
to  himfelf.    If  it  was  not,   how- 
ever, thought  fitting  to  adopt  the 
meafure    in    its   full   extent,    he 
ftrongly  urged  the  great  advantages 
which  would  accrue  from  fending 
them  fuch  reinforcements,  as  would 
enable  them  to  hold  a  footing  in 
the  country,  by  converting  Ports- 
mouth into  a  place  of  arms,  and 
rendering  it  thereby  a  fure  afylum 
for  ftupping ;  purpofes,  which  from 
its  fituation,  it  Teemed  well  calcu- 
lated for  anfwering,    and  which 
would  have  totally  deftroyed  the 
trade  of  the  Chcfapeak.     On  the 
other  hand,  it  was  a  place  removed 
from  fuccour,    and  in  a  manner 
furrounded  with  the  greateft  forces 
of  the  enemy.     It  is  evident  that 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  faw  thefe  mat- 
ters in  a  very  different  light,  from 
that  in  which  they  were  viewed  by 
Sir  George  Collier.     He  fent  an 
order  for  their  immediate  return. 
The  fleet  and   army,    with  their 
prizes  and  booty,  (having  firft  de- 
molifhed  Fort  Nelion,  and  fet  fire 
to   the   (lore  -  houfes  and   all  the 
other  buildings   in  the  dock-yard 
at  Gofport),  arrived  fafe  at  New 
York  before  the  expiration  of  ,the 
month. 

An 
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An  expedition  which  General 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  upon  the 
point  of  undertaking  up  the  North 
River,  probably  contributed  to  the 
more  fpeedy  recall  of  the  forces 
from  the  Virginia  adventure.  The 
enemy  had  for  fome  time  been 
engaged,  and  at  great  labour  and 
expence,  in  conftru&ing  very  ftrong 
works,  at  the  two  important  pods 
of  Verplanks  Neck,  and  Stoney 
Point,  in  the  Highlands.  Thefe 
pof}s,.  which  are  on  nearly  oppofite 
points  of  iand,  the  fir  ft  being  on 
the  Eaft,  and  the  other  on  the 
Weft  fide  of  the  North  river,  were 
of  the  utmoft  importance  for  keep- 
ing the  communication  open  be- 
tween the  Eaftern  and  Weftern 
colonies,  the  great  pafs  called 
King's  Ferry  lying  dire&ly  be- 
tween them.  As  thefe  works  were 
nearly  completed,  but  not  yet  de- 
fen  fib  le,  the  general  thought  it 
the  proper  feafon  to  avail  himfelf 
of  the  induftry  of  the  enemy,  and 
to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  toil. 
Wafhington,  who  lay  with  his 
army  at  Middle  Brook  in  Jerfey, 
was  at  too  great  a  diftanee  to  in- 
terrupt the  execution  of  thedefign ; 
nor  could  his  efforts  at  any  rate 
have  extended  to  the  eaftern  fide 
of  the  river.  We  have  already 
had  occasion  to  fee  the  prodigious 
advantage,  which  the  naval  com- 
mand of  that  great  river  and  boun- 
dary afforded  to  an  army,  in  any 
fingle  or  double  fcheme  of  opera- 
tion on  either  fide. 

The  troops  dettined  for  this  fer- 
vice,  under  the  command  of  Ma- 
jor General   Vaughan,  were  only 

iv/f  it    newly  embarked,  when 

Mav  30th.    .      J        .  .     j '.     „, 
'  J  they  were  joined  by  the 

force  returned  from  theChefapeak, 

m    a"nd  proceeded  all  together  up  the 

North  River;   the   naval  depart- 


ment being  under  the  conduct  of 
Sir  George  Collier.  On  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  General  Vaughan, 
with  the  greater  part  of  the  army, 
landed  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  ri- 
ver, about  eight  miles  fhort  of 
Verplanks  ;  w hi lft  the  remainder, 
under  the  conduit  of  General  Pat* 
tifon,  and  accompanied  by  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  advancing  farther 
up,  landed  within  three  miles  of 
Stoney  Point.  Upon  the  appear- 
ance of  the  mips,  the  enemy  im- 
mediately abandoned  their  works; 
but  took  care  to  fet  fire  to  a  large 
block- houfe.  Upon  the  approach. 
of  the  troops  to  take  pofleflion  of 
Stoney  Point ;  they,  however, 
made  fome  mew  of  refiftance,  by 
drawing  up  on  the  hills ;  but  they 
did  not  venture  to  abide  the 
conflict.     . 

The  Americans  had  finished  a 
fmall,  but 'ftrong  and  complete 
work,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
river,  which  they  called  Fort  la 
Fayette;  this  was  defended  by 
four"  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  fmall 
garrifon  of  between  70  and  80 
men.  But  this  little  redoubt, 
though  ftrong  in  itfelf,  was  effec- 
tually commanded  by  Stoney  Point, 
which  lies  at  about  a  thou  fan d 
yards  diftanee  on  the  oppofite 
fhore  ;  and  it  being  exceedingly 
difficult  of  approach  from  its  own 
fide,  at  leaft  for  the  conveyance  of 
artillery,  the  attack  was  accord- 
ingly intended  from  the  other. 
For  this  purpofe,  General  Pattifon, 
with  infinite  fatigue  and  labour, 
and  the  moft  indefatigable  perfe- 
verance  during  the  night,  over- 
came the  difficulties  of  dragging 
the  h«avy  artillery,  from  a  very 
bad  landing  place  up  a  fteep  pre- 
cipice, to  the  top  of  the  hill ;  and 
his    exertions    and  .  arrangements 

.were 
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were  (b  effectual  and  judicious, 
that  by  five  on  the  following  morn- 
ing, he  had  opened  a  battery  of 
cannon,  and  another  of  mortars, 
on  the  furamit  of  the  difficult  rocks 
of  Stoney  Point,  whkh  poured  a 
ftorm  of  fire  over  on  Fort  la 
.  Fayette. 

The  attack  was  fupported  by 
Sir  George  Collier,  who  advanced 
with  the  gallies  and  gun  -  boats 
within  reach  of  the  fort.  The 
cannonade  was  continued  on  all 
fides  during  the  day;  and  as  foon 
as  it  was  dark,  Sir  George  ordered 
two  of  the  gallies  to  pafs  the  fort, 
and  anchor  above  it,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  efcape  of  the  garrifon 
by  water.  In  the  mean  time,  Ge- 
neral Vaughan  with  his  diviflon, 
having  made  a  long  circuit  through 
the  hills,  was  at  length  arrived, 
and  had  clofely  inverted  the  fort 
on  the  land  fide.  The  garrifon 
feeing  that  all  poffibility  of  efcape 
was  now  cut  off,  and  that  their 
fire  was  totally  overpowered  and 
loft  in  the  magnitude  of  that  which 
they  received,  furrendered  their 
little  fortrefs  on  the  following 
morning,  and  themfelves  prifoners 
of  war,  without  any  other  ftipu- 
lation  than  that  of  humane  treat- 
ment. The  boldnefs  of  their  de- 
fence certainly  merited  fome  praife, 
although  we  do  ; not  know  that  it 
was  paid  on  either  fide. 

The  general  gave  immediate 
direction  for  finifhing  and  com- 
pleting the  works  of  both  polls, 
and  for  putting  Stoney  Point  in 
particular,  in  the  ftrongeft  ftate  of 
defence.  And  for  their  better 
fupport  and  protection,  as  well  as 
with  a  view  to  the  further  opera- 
tions of  the  campaign,  encamped 
his  army  at  Philipfburg,  fomething 
about  half  way  down  the  river  to 


New  York  Ifland  ;  which  he  like- 
wife  rendered  a  poll  of  fome  im- 
portance, by  throwing  up  works, 
in  order  for  the  eftablifhment  and 
prefervation  of  a  free  communi- 
cation in  future.  By  the  lofs  of 
thefe  pods,  the  rebels  in  the  jer- 
feys  were  under  a  neceffity  of 
making  a  detour  of  above  ninety 
miles  through  the  mountains,  to 
communicate  with  the  countries 
Eaft  of  Hudfon's  River. 

The  ftate  of  the  hoftile  armies 
on  both  fides  with  refpect  to  actual 
force,  together  with  the  want  of 
money,  and  the  paucity  of  mili- 
tary provifion  on  one,  neceffarily 
limited  the  views  of  the  oppofite 
commanders,  and  prevented  their 
undertaking  any  decifive  or  exten- 
five  operations.  They  were  each 
in  a  flrong  ftate  of  defence,  and 
neither  had  fuch  a  fuperiority  of 
force,  as  could  compel  his  adver- 
fary  to  relinquifh  the  advantages 
of  his  fituation.  Wa(hington  was 
befides  in  expectation  of  foreign 
aid  ;  and  it  would  have  been  little 
confiftent  with  his  ufual  character 
of  caution  and  judgment,  to  hare 
run  the  hazard  by  any  previous 
attempt,  or  hafty  meafure,  of 
weakening  his  natural  ftrength  in 
fuch  a  degree,  as  might  render 
him  incapable  of  profiting  by  the 
afliilance  of  his  ally,  and  the  Ame- 
rican arms  and  force,  of  courfe 
contemptible  in  his  eyes.  The 
campaign  was  accordingly  languid, 
and  its  operations  confined  to  the 
furprize  of  polls,  and  to  defultory 
excurfions ;  to  the  laft  of  which, 
the  Americans  were  now,  as  at  all 
times,  exceedingly  expofed,  and 
upon  no  footing  of  equality  with 
their  enemy. 

,  The  numberiefs  fmall  cruize^,. 
whale  boats,    and  other  craft  of 
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that  nature,  from  the  Connecticut 
coafts,  which  infefted  the  found, 
lying  between  that  colony  and 
Long  I  Hand,  were  fo  watchful  and 
conftant  in  their  depredations,  and 
their  fituation  afFotded  them  fuch 
opportunities,  that  they  had  nearly 
deftroyed  the  trade  to  and  from 
New  York  on  that  fide,  to  the  very 
great  difcommodity  and  diftrefs  of 
that  city,  as  well  as  of  the  fleet 
and  army.  Upon  this  account, 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
Sir  George  Collier,  determined  on 
a  courfe  of  defultory  invasions 
along  that  coaft,  with  a  view  of 
curing  the  evil,  by  cutting  off  the 
means  of  deprecation  in  the  de- 
finition of  their  piratical  craft, 
and  fo  far  as  it  could  be  done,  of 
their  other  veflels  and  materials  for 
building. 

Governor  Tryon,  who  was  like- 
wife  a  general  officer,  was  appoint- 
ed to  the  con  dud  of  the  land  fer- 
vice  in  this  expedition ;  his  force 
amounted  to  about  2,600  men, 
and  he  was  feconded  by  Brigadier 
General  Garth,  an  officer  of  dif- 
t  1  u  tinguifhed  merit  and  ac- 
JUIy  Stn-  tivity.  The  fleet  having 
arrived  at  Newhaven,  the  forces 
were  landed,  and  took  pofTeffion 
of  that  town,  and  of  a  battery 
that  covered  the  harbour,,  without 
any  great  lofs,  although  they  met 
with  every  impediment  in  their 
power,  and.no  fmall  (hare  of  ir- 
regular refiftance  from  the  inha- 
bitants and  neighbouring  militia. 
The  fort,  and  every  thing  for 
naval  or  military  purpofes,  were 
deltroyed.  The  town  was  i'pared, 
although  fir  ft  doomed  to  deftruc- 
tion,  owing  to  fome  meafures  ob- 
served by  the  militia,  in  not  mo* 
letting  the  troops  on  their  retreat. 

The  fleet  departed  from  New- 


haven  to  Fairfield,  where  the  troops 
were  again  landed,  and  again  op* 
pofed.  Here  the  town  was  fet  on 
fire,  and  every  thing  of  value  con- 
fumed.  '  The  fame  meafure  was 
repeated  in  the  fubfequent  and 
concluding  expedition  to  Norwalk; 
where  the  militia  being  more  nu- 
merous, and  the  refiftance  greater, 
than  in  the  former  places,  both 
that  town,  and  the  fmall  one  of 
Greenfield,  were  totally  defiroyed. 
The  lofs  fuflained  by  the  Ameri- 
cans in  this  laft  act  of  the  expedi- 
tion was  very  great.  Befides  that 
of  their  houfes,  and  effects,  a  con- 
fiderable  nuYnber  of  fhips,  either 
finifhed  or  on  the  flocks,  with  a 
{till  greater  of  whale  boats  and 
fmajl  craft,  with  ftores  and  mer- 
chandize to  a  large  amount,  were 
all  deftroyed. 

Whether  it  was,  that  this  courfe 
of  deftru&ion  was  contrary  to  the 
intention  and  approbation  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  or  from  whatever 
other  catffe  it  proceeded,  it  was 
fuddenly  flopped  in  its  career,  by 
an  order  from  that  general  1 
for  the  immediate  return  of  3 
the  troops.  The  .lofs  fuflained  by 
the  royal  forces  was  very  trifling, 
confidering  the  oppofition  they  met 
with ;  the  whole  number,  in  (lain, 
wounded,  and  miffing,  being  un- 
der 150,  of  which,  not  above  a 
feventh  were  killed  on  the  fpot. 

The  fires  and  deftru&ion  which 
marked  this  expedition,  were  at- 
tributed to  different  caufes.  Partly 
to  the  refentment  excited  by  the 
rebels,  in  their  firing  from  the 
tops  and  windows  of  their  houfes; 
partly  to  the  zeal  of  the  loyal 
American  refugees,  who  were  im- 
placable in  the  refentment  which 
they  bore  to  their  countrymen  on 
the  oppofne  fid--,   and  who   from 

.  (hat 


HISTORY    O 

that  fpirit,  along  with  their  inti- 
mate, knowledge  of  the   country, 
were  particularly  neceflary  in  thefe 
enterprizes ;  and,   as  it  was  laid, 
in  Tome  inftances  to   military  ne- 
ceflity,  the  burning  of  the  houfes 
ferving  to  maik  the  retreat  of  the 
troops.      Major  General  Tryon, 
however,  juitified  the  roeafure,  in 
his  letter  to  the  general,  upon  the 
fair  principles  of  policy  ;  and  faid, 
he  mould  be  very  forry,  if  it  was 
thought    lefs    reconcileable   with 
humanity,  than  with   the  love  of 
his  country,  duty  to  the  king,  and 
the  law  of  arms,  to  which  America 
had  been  led  to  make  the  awful 
appeal..    That  the   ufurpers  had 
profefledly  placed  their  jiopes  of 
fevering  the  empire,  in   avoiding 
decifive  actions,  upon  the  wafle  of 
the  Britifh  treafure,  and  the  efcape 
©f  their  own  property,  during  the 
protracting  of  the    war.       That 
their  power  was  fupported  by  the 
general   dread  of    their  tyranny, 
and  the  arts  practiced  to  infpire  a 
credulous   multitude  with  a  pre- 
fumptuous  confidence  in  the  for- 
bearance of  the  royal  forces.  And, 
that  he  wifhed  to  detect  this  delu- 
fion,    and,     if   poffible,    without 
injury  to  the  loyaliffo. 

Whatever  force  or  jufHce  there 
might  be  in  thefe  arguments,  the 
meafure  of  burning  and  deftroy- 
ing  the  country  feemed  an  im- 
proper accompany  men  t,  to  an  ad- 
drcfs  of  invitation  which  was  cir- 
culated among  the  inhabitants, 
urging  them  to  return  to  their 
duty  and  allegiance.  Mr.  Tryon, 
however,  regrets  in  his  letter,  the 
burning  of  their  places  of  worfhip ; 
butjultly  obferves,  the  great  dif- 
ficulty of  affigning  any  fixed  limits 
to  a  conflagration,  where  the 
buildings  are  clofe,  and  the  houfes 
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composed  of  fuch  very  combufti- 
ble  materials  as  boards  and  mingles. 
This  expedition  afforded  abundant 
matter,  for  the  renewal  and  in- 
creafe  of  that  loud  clamour,  which 
the  Americans  had  fo  long  raifed,  ' 
and  fo  widely  extended,  relative 
to    the    cruel,    and    unheard  -  of 
manner,  in  which,  they  pretend- 
ed, that  the  war  was  conducted 
on   the  royal    fide.     Nor  did  it 
feem  to  produce  any"  great  effect 
with  refpect  to  its  immediate  ob- 
ject, of  checking  the  depredations 
of  the  American  cruizers ;  for.  fo 
bold  and    numerous    were  they, 
that  in  a  very  few  days  after,  two 
of  the  royal  Hoops  of  war  were 
taken  by  them. 

The  furprize  of  Verplanks  and 
Stoney  Point,    drew  Waihington 
and  his  army  from  the'Jerfeys,  to 
the  high,  ftrong,  and  mountainous 
country,  above  thofe  pofts,  and  on 
both  fides    of    the   North  river* 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  ob- 
ject was,    to  draw  him  down,  if 
poffible,  from  thefe  faftnefles  into 
the  flat  country,  and   thereby  to 
bring  on  a  general  engagement  in 
that  fort  of  ground,  which  would 
have  been  adapted  to  the  exertion 
of  thofe  peculiar  advantages,  and 
that  decided   fuperiority,     which 
the  royal   army  pofTeffed.     This 
was  among  the  motives  which  led 
to  the    Connecticut   expedition  ; 
and  others  of  lefs  note,  were  un- 
dertaken upon  the  fame  principle. 
It   was,  however,  a  matter  of  no 
fmall  difficulty  to  lead  Waihington 
into  fuch  an  error ;  nor  could  any 
art  in  the   laying  or  covering  of 
the   deiign,    afford   more  than    a 
very    doubtful     profpect    of     its 
fuccefs. 

Whilft  the   hoftile  armies  wera 
thus  watching  each  others  motions 
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with  the  moft  unremitted  atten- 
tion ,  an  enterprize  of  fpirir,  and 
eclat,  was  undertaken  on  the 
American  &de9  and  fuccefsfully 
carried  into  execution  by  General 
Wayne.  As  no  induftry  had 
'been  wanting  in  compleating  or 
repairing  the  works  at  Stoney 
Point,  which  the  length  of  pof- 
ieffion  would  admit  of,  that  poll 
was  now  in  a  very  ftrong  ftate  of 
defence;  and  was  garrifoned  by 
tho  17th  regiment  of  foot,  the 
grenadier  companies  of  the  71ft, 
a  company  of  loyal  Americans, 
and  fome  artillery ;  the  whole  be- 
ing under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Johnfon.  The 
garrifon  in  the  opposite  pod  at 
Ver planks  Neck,  was  under  the 
conduct  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Webfter;  and  was  at  lead  equal 
in  force  to  that  at  Stoney  Point. 

General  Wayne  was  appointed 
to  the  difficult  talk  of  furprizing 
and  reducing  Stoney  Point ;  for 
which  he  was  provided  with  a 
ftrong  detachment  of  the  moft 
active  infantry  in  the  American 
army.      Thefe   troops  having  fet 

T  1        th     ont  ^rom  Sandy  Reach 
J    v    5     •    about    noon,    had    a 

inarch  of  about  fourteen  miles  to 

furmount,    over  high  mountains, 

through    deep   moraflcs,    difficult 

defiles,  and  roads  exceedingly  bad 

and   narrow,    fo   that  they  could 

€nly  move  in  (ingle  files  during 

the  greateft  part  of  the  way.  About 

eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the 

van  arrived  within  a  mile  and  a 

half  of  their  object,  where  they 

halted,  and  the  troops  were  formed 

into  two  columns,  as  faft  as  they 

came  up.     While  they  were  in  this 

pofition,  Wayne,  with  moft  of  his 

principal  officers,    went  to  recon- 


noitre the  works,  and  to  obfervG 
the  fituation  of  the  garrifon. 

It  was  fome  thing  not  unworthy 
of  obfervation,  that  the  bayonet, 
which  had  been  fo  often  fatally 
employed  again  ft  the  Americans  in 
fimilar  cafes,  was  the  only  weapon 
which  they  nfed  in  this  attack. 
It  was  near  midnight  before  the 
two  columns  approached' the  place ; 
that  on  the  right,  con  fitting  of 
Febiger  and  Meig's  regiments, 
was  Jed  by  General  Wayne ;  the 
van,  confifting  of  ico  picked  men, 
led  by  the  moft  adventurous  offi- 
cers, and  commanded  by  Lieute- 
nant Colonel  Fleury,  advanced  to 
the  attack,  with  unloaded  mafkets 
and  fixed  bayonets ;  they  being 
preceded  by  an  avant-guard,  con- 
fifting of  an  officer  of  the  moft 
diftinguifhed  courage,  accompanied 
by  twenty  of  the  moft  defperate 
private  men,  who,  among  other 
offices,  were  particularly  intended 
to  remove  the  abbatis,  and  other 
obft  ructions,  which  lay  in  the  way 
of  the  fucceeding  troops.  The 
column  on  the  left,  was  led  by  a 
fimilar  chofen  van,  with  unloaded 
mufkets  and  fixed  bayonets,  under 
the  command  of  a  Major  Steward  ; 
and  that  was  alio  preceded  by  a 
fimilar  forlorn  hope.  The  general 
ifTued  the  moft  pointed  orders  to 
both  columns,  (which  they  feem 
ftrictly  to  have  adhered  to)  not  to 
fire  a  fhot  on  any  account,  but  to 
place  their  whole  reliance  on  the 
bayonet. 

The  two  attacks  feem  to  have* 
been  directed  to  oppofite  points  of 
the  works;  whilft  a  detachment 
under  a  Major  Murfree  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  garrifon,  by  a 
feint  in  their  front.  They'  found 
the  approaches  more  difficult,  than 

even 
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even  their  knowledge  of  the  place 
had  induced  them  to  expect  ;  the 
works  being  covered  by  a  deep 
inorafs,  and-  which  at  this  time 
was  alfo  overflowed  by  the  tide. 
The  Americans  fay,  that  neither 
the  deep  morafs,  the  formidable 
and  double  rows  of  abbatis,  or  the 
flrong  works  in  front  and  flank, 
could  damp  the  ardour  of  their 
troops ;  who,  in  the  face  of  a 
moll  inceflant  and  tremenduous  fire, 
of  mufquetry,  and  of  cannon 
loaded  with  grape  fhot,  forced 
their  way  at  the  point  of  the  bay- 
onet through  every  obftacle,  until 
the  van  of  each  column  met  in 
the  center  of  the  woiks,  where 
they  arrived  at  nearly  the  fame 
inftant. 

General  Wayne  was  wounded  in 
the  head  by  a  mufket  balr,  as  he 
pafled~  the  laft  abbatis;  but  was 
gallantly  fup ported,  and  helped 
through  the  works,  bv  his  two 
brave  Aid  de  Camps,  FiQibourn 
and  Archer,  to  whom  he  acknow- 
ledged the  utmoit  gratitude  in  his 
public  letter.  Colonel  Fleury, 
who  we  may  perceive  by  his  name 
to  be  a  French  officer,  had  the 
honour  of  flriking  the  Britifti 
flandard  with  his  own  hand.  Ma- 
jor Steward,  and  feveral  .other 
officers,  received  great  praife  ;  as 
did  in  particular  the  two  Lieute- 
nants, Gibbons  and  Knox,  one  of 
whom  led  the  forlorn  hope  on  the 
right,  as  the  other  did  on  the  left; 
and  who  had  both  the  fortune  to 
efcape  unhurt,  although  the  firft 
loft  Seventeen  men  out  of  twenty  in 
the  attack. 

There  is  fcarcely  any  thing  in  the 
tranfactions  of  war,  which  affords 
more  room  for  furprize,  and  feems 
lefs  to  be  accounted  for,  than  the 
prodigious  difparity  between    the 

Vol.  XXII, 


numbers  flain  in  thofe  different  ac* 
tions, which  feem  otherwife  fimilar, 
or  greatly  to  correfpond,  in  their 
principal  cirenmftances,  nature  and 
magnitude.  Nothing  could  well 
be  fuppofed,  from  its  nature  and 
circumflances.more  bloody,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  numbers  engaged, 
than  this  action  ;  and  yet  the  lofs 
on  both  (ides  was  exceedingly  mo* 
derate.  The  fate  of  Captain  Tew 
of  the  17th  regiment,  who  fell  in 
this  action,  being  rather  fingalar 
and  unfortunate,  was  accordingly 
regretted.  He  had  been  left  for 
dead  on  the  field  in  the  laft  war  j 
and  perhaps  no  other  officer  in  Eu- 
rope had  furvived  fo  great  a  num- 
ber of  wounds,  as  he  had  receiv- 
ed in  the  courfe  of  his  fervice. 
Promotion  had  been  long  profnifed 
and  expected ;  but  through  ihe 
want  of  any  particular  intereft  to 
fupport  that  claim >  which  his  long 
fer vices,  merit,  and  particular  fuf- 
ferings,  feemed,  indeed,  to  ren- 
der unneceflary,  he  finifhed  his 
military  career  at  the  head  only  of 
a  company. 

Nothing  could  '  exceed  the  tri- 
umph of  the  Americans,  upon  the 
fuccefs  of  this  enterprize,  and  the 
vigour  and  fpirit  with  which  it  was 
conducted.  It  mud,  indeed,  be 
acknowledged,  that,  confidered  in 
all  its  parts  -and  difficulties,  it 
would  have  done  honour  to  the 
molt  veteran  foldiers.  Wiihingr 
ton,  the  Congrefs,  the  General 
AfTembly,  ana  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive Couneil  of  Penfylvania, 
feemed  emulous  in  their  acknow- 
ledgments, and  in  the  praifes 
which  they  bellowed  upon  General 
Wayne,  his  officers,  and  troops. 
In  thefc  they  particularly  applaud 
the  humanity  and  clemency  ihcwa 
to    the   vanquifhed,   when,  (they 

[*N]  fay 


*i94]     ANNUAL    RE 

fay)  by  the  laws  of  war,  and  di- 
mula'ed  by  refentment  from  the 
remembrance  of  a  former  ma(Ta- 
cre,  they  would  have  been  jufti- 
fied  in  putting  the  whole  garrifon 
to  the  fword.  Nor  were  real  or 
honorary  rewards  to  the  officers 
forgotten.  The  total  number  of 
prifoners  amounted  to  543,  and 
the  (lain  of  the  garrifon,  accor- 
ding to  the  American  account,  to 
63  ;  which  taken  together  do  not 
differ  very  widely  from  the  imper- 
fect return  fent  in  a  hurry  by 
Colonel  Johnfon  ;  taking  it  for 
granted,  (as  was  undoubtedly  the 
cr.fc)  that  thofe  whom  he  reckons 
as  milling,  are  included  in  either 
part  of  the  calculation.  The  tro- 
phies, artillery,  and  (lores,  were 
nor,  in  refpeft  to  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  pod,  inconfiderable. 

As  foon  as  Stoney  Point  was  ta- 
ken, the  arillery  wasdireftly  turn- 
«d  againfl  Verplanks,  and  a  furi- 
ous cannonade  enfued,  which  ne- 
ceflarily  obliged  the  (hipping  at  the 
latter  place  to  cut  their  cables,  and 
fall  down  the  river.  The  news  of 
this  difader,  and  of  Webfter's  (itu- 
ation,who  alfo  expected  an  imme- 
diate attack  on  the  land  fide,  fo 
fooner  reached  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
thun  he  took  the  mod  fpeedy  niea- 
fures  for  the  immediate  relief  of 
the  one  pod,  and  the  recovery  of 
the  other.  The  whole  Britifh  land 
and  naval  force  was  accordingly  in 
motion.  The  general,  with  the 
main  army,  advanced  to  Dobb's 
Ferry  ;  the  cavalry,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  light  infantry,  puflied 
forwards  to  the  banks  of  the  Cro- 
ton  river,  in  order  to  awe  the 
enemy  on  that  fide,  in  their  at- 
tempts by  land  againft  Verplanks  ; 
and  Sir  George  Collier,'  with  the 
frigates,  armed  vefTels,  and  tran- 


GISXER,    1779. 

(ports  of  the  fleet,  having  Briga- 
dier General  Sterling,  with  three 
regiments  on  board,  proceeded  up 
the  river. 

But  however  great  the  impor- 
tance or  value  of  Stoney  Point, 
Wafhington  was  by  no  means  dif- 
pofed  to  hazard  a  general  engage- 
ment on  its  account;  more  efpeci- 
ally  in  a  fituation,  where  the  com- 
mand of  the  river  would  afford 
fuch  decifive  advantages  to  his 
enemy  in  the  difpofition,  and  fud- 
den  movement  of  their  troops, 
whether  with  refpe€k  to  the  imme- 
diate point  of  adtion,  or  to  the  feiz- 
ing  of  the  pafTes,  and  cutting  off* 
the  retreat  of  his  army,  as  might 
probably  be  attended  with  the  mod 
fatal  confequences.  He  informs 
the  Cong  re  fs  in  his  letter,  that  it 
had  been  previoufly  determined  in 
council  not  to  attempt  keeping 
that  pod,  and  that  nothing  more 
was  originally  intended,  than  the 
deftra&ion  of  the  works,  and  the 
bringing  off  the  artillery  and  dores. 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  regained  the 
pod,  after  it  had  been  three  days 
in  the  pofleffion  of  the  enemy,  and 
placed  a  drong  garrifon  in  it.' 

A  few  repetitions  of  fuch  fuc- 
cefs,  would  have  rendered  the 
Americans  fo  daring  and  ad- 
venturous, that  the  advanced  pods 
on  th&ifcyal  fide,  mad  have  been 
kept  in  a  condant  date  of  alarm 
and  danger.  But  Fortune  was  not 
always  in  the  fame  humour ;  nor 
could  they  often  find  officers  or 
men,  who  were  capable  of  ailing 
with,  fuch  vigour  and  fpirit,  as 
thofe  who  had  fucceedea  in  the 
dorm  of  Stoney  Point.   On     .   .* 

t_  •    1...      i.    ^    r*  •  IQtn. 

the  very  night  that  Bnga-      y 
dier  Sterling  had  taken  pofleffion 
of  that  pod,  an  enterprize  fuffici- 
ently  daring  in  the  deffgn,  and  ex- 
tremely 
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tremelywell  conducted  in  theoutfet* 
but  which  failed  wretchedly  in  the 
execution,  was  undertaken  again  (I 
Paulus  Hook,  which  lies  almoft  op- 
pofite  to  the  city  of  New  York  on 
the  Jerfey  fide.  It  feems  that  the 
ftrength  of  the  poll,  had  induced 
fuch  a  remifTnefs  on  the  fide  of  the 
garrifon,  that  the  enemy  com- 
pletely furprized  the  place  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  car- 
ried a  blockhoufe  and  two  redoubts 
almoft  without  any  refiftance.  In 
that  critical  moment  of  exigency, 
Major  Sutherland,  the  commander, 
threw  himfelf  haftily,  with  forty 
Heffians,  into  another  redoubt, 
from  which  they  kept  fo  warm  and 
inceflant  a  fire,  that  the  Americans 
fcandaloufly  deferted  their  new 
polls,  with  as  much  expedition, 
and  as  little  difficulty,  as  they  had 
been  attained  ;  thus,  by  a  retreat 
as  difgraceful,  as  the  attempt  had 
been  apparently  bold  and  well 
conducted,  they  abandoned  a  con- 
quefl  already  evidently  in  their 
hands,  without  having  had  cou- 
rage even  to  fpike  the  artillery, 
or  to  fet  fire  to  the  barracks.  The 
commandant  had  the  fortune  to 
redeem  his  character,  by  the  gal- 
lantry with  which  he  retrieved  the 
confequences  of  his  negligence. 

But  at  the  heel  of  thefe  tranfac- 
tions,  intelligence  of  an  alarming 
nature  was  received  from  the  eaft- 
ward,  which  fuddenly  called  Sir 
George  Collier,  with,  the  greater 
part  of  his  naval  force,  away  from 
New  York.  This  neceflity  origi- 
nated from  an  expedition  under- 
taken in  the  fummer  from  Hali- 
fax by  Colonel  Macleane,  with  a 
view  of  eftablifhing  a  ftrong  poll 
on  the  river  Penobfcot,  in  the  ea- 
ftern  confines  of  New  England, 
where  that  colony  borders  on  Nova 


Scotia,  and  amid  ft  thofe  new  and 
weak  fettiements,  which  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  people  have  eftablifhed 
in  that  quarter  fince  the  lajft  war, 
and  formed  into  a  county  under 
the  name  of  Lincoln.  The  fore* 
with  which  he  arrived  in  the  Pe- 
nobfcot about  the  middle  of  June, 
con  Med  of  a  detachment  of  450 
rank  and  file  of  the^th  regiment* 
and  200  of  the  Sid  ;  which  were 
convoyed  by  three  floops  of  war. 
Here  Colonel  Macleane  began  to 
conftrudt  a  fort,  in  a  fituation  per- 
fectly well  chofen  for  annoying  the 
enemy. 

This  tranfa&ion  occafioned  art 
unufual  alarm  at  Bofton,,  and  the 
moft  vigorous  meafures  were  adop- 
ted by  that  government  to  prevent 
its  completion.  Orders  were  im- 
mediately given  lor  an  expedition 
to  the  Penobfcot ;  and  in  order  to 
fecure  armed  veflels  and  tranfports, 
as  well  as  failors,  an  embargo  of 
forty  days  was  laid  on  all  their; 
fhipping.  As  a  further  encou- 
ragement, the  flate  gave  up  its 
fhare  in  all  prizes  that  were  taken  . 
to  the  captors.  A  very  confider- 
able  naval  armament,  (for  fo  new 
a  flate)  under  the  conduct  ofCom- 
modore  Saltonftall,  was  according- 
ly fitted  out  with  extraordinary  ex- 
pedition ;  .  and  a  body  of  troops 
embarked  under  the  conduct  of  a 
General  Lovel. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  works  of 
the  new  fort,,  notwithflanding  that 
the  utmoft  diligence  wjs  ufed 
in  their  conftru£tion,  were  yet  Co 
far  from  being  finifhed,  as  to  af- 
ford but  very  imperf  &  means  of 
defence,  again  ft  any  great  fuperi^ 
ority  of  force.  Colonel  Macleane 
had,  however,  the  fortune  to  re- 
ceive intelligence  of  the  armament 
preparing  ac  Soften,    a  few  days 
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before  its  arrival ;  upon  which, 
he  immediately  changed  his  plan 
of  operation  ;  and  inilead  of  pro- 
ceeding farther  in  the  conftruflion 
of  works,  which  there  could  be  no 
time  for  completing,  applied  him- 
felf  with  the  greateft  affiduity,  to 
the  putting  of  the  poll  in  the  beft 
prefent  (late  of  defence,  which  its 
fituation,  and  the  fhortnefs  of  the 
notice,  could  admit.  In  this,  as 
in  every  thing  el fe,  he  received  the 
mod  cordial  and  efficacious  fupport 
and  afliftance  from  the  officers  and 
crews  of  the  three  royal  frigates  in 
the  driver,  who  committed  them- 
felves  with  the  greateft  chearful- 
nefs  to  abide  the  fate  of  the  garri- 
fon. 

t  -  .,  At  length,  the  hof- 
-*  ^  ^L  tile  and  dreaded  fleet, 
to  the  amount  of  37  fail,  appezuv 
ed  in  fight ;  and  foon  after,  their 
armed  vefTels  began  to  cannonade 
the  fnips  of  war,  and  a  battery  of 
four  twelve  pounders,  which  had 
been  thrown  up  on' the  bank  of  the 
river  for  their  protection.  It  ap- 
pears, 'that  the  works  of  the  fort 
were  commenced  about  the  middle 
of  a  fmall  peninfula,  the  wellern 
point  of  which  run  pretty  deeply 
into  the  river  ;  and  the  whole,  fo 
far  as  we  can  judge,  forming  a 
fort  of  hook,  within  which  was 
included  -a  little  bay  or  harbour, 
wherein  the  frigates  were  ftationed. 
The  commander  had  the  precau- 
tion to  intrench  the  ifthmus  or 
neck,  which  joined  the  per.infula 
to  the  continent,  by  which  he  was 
fecured  on  the  back.  The  weak 
fide  of  the  peninfula  lay  to  the  har- 
bour, the  entrance  to  which  was, 
as  we  have  feen,  defended  by  the 
frigates,  and  the  four  gun  battery; 
and  the  oppofite  fide,  feems  not  to 
have  admi;tc4  Qjfa  landing.-  From 


this  fituation,  the  only  feafible 
means  the-enemy  poflcfTed  for  ap- 
proaching the  fort,  was  by  effeft- 
ing  a  landing  on  the  weft  point ; 
and  even  there,  the  ground  was 
naturally  fo  ftrong  and  difficult, 
as  to  afford  no  fmall  room  for  hope 
to  the  commander,  that  he  mould 
be  able  to  protract  their  operations 
for  fome  confiderable  time,  which 
was  the  great  object  he  had  in 
view,  as  holding  out  the  profpedl 
of  expe&ed  relief. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  fo 
well  returned,  that  their  fhips 
found  it  neceflary  to  retire  ;  upon 
which  their  fleet  anchored  off  the 
weft  end  of  the  peninfula.  They 
renewed  the  attack  upon. the  (hip- 
ping on, the  following  day;  but 
Deing  again  repulfed  as  be- 
fore, they  feemed,  for  the  pre- 
fent, to  give  up  all  hope  of  fuc- 
ceeding  on  that  fide.  They  made 
feveral  attempts  to  land,  both  on 
the  firft  night,  and  after,  in  which 
they  were  alfo  conftantly  repulfed 
by  the  piquets,  who  were  advan- 
tageoufly  ported  on  the  point  for 
their  reception .  -  To  the  great  fur- 
prize,  however,  and  difappoint- 
ment  of  the  commander  and  garri- 
fon,  they  made  good  their  land- 
ing under  a  violent  cannonade,  on 
the  morning  of  the  28th,  and 
obliged  the  piquets  to  retire  to  the 
fort,     •  j. 

The  attention  of  the  comman- 
der, his  officers  and  garrifon,  were 
now  neceflarily  confined  to  the 
ftrengthening  and  defence  of  their 
works  ;  operations  in  which  they 
were  equallyindefatigabte  and  fuc- 
eefsful.      On  the  third  day  . 

after  their  landing,  the  30tu* 
enemy  opened  a  batter/*  at  about 
750  yards  di fiance  ;  and  in  a  few 
day*  after,  another  fome  what  nea- 
rer ; 
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rer;    bat  although  the  cannonade  that  the  rebels  had  totally  abando- 
from  both  was  very  brifk  and  well  ned  their  camp  and  works  in  the 
fupported,  the  works  were  carried  night,  and  had  re- embarked  both 
on  in  the  fort  withNthc  fame  fpirit  their   forces   and   artillery.     Nor 
and  indudry  as  before.      Thus  the  were  they  left  long  in  the  dark  as 
bcfieged    exhibited    the    lingular  to   the  caufe   of    this    myfterious 
phenomenon,  of  acquiring  a  daily  event;  for  while  they  were  endea- 
acceffion  of  internal  ftrength  and  vouring  to  profit  in  fome  degree  of 
fecurity,    under  the  immediate  af-  the  confufion   which  they  faw  in 
faults  of  the  enemy.  nhe  enemy's  fleet,  Sir  George  Col- 
in the  mean  time,  the  Ameri-  Her,  with   his  fquadron,  appeared. 
cans  having  erected  a  battery  on  full  to  their  view  in  the  river, 
an   ifland  at  the  entrance  of  the  That  commander  had  failed  from 
harbour,  the  frigates  and  (hipping  Sandy  Hook,  in    the   Raifonable 
thought  it  neceuary,    upon  a  con-  man  of  war,  on  the  3d  of  Auguft, 
fukation-between  the  land  and  na-  and  arrived  in  the  Penobfcot,  ac- 
val  force,  to  retire  farther  within  companied    by    the    Greyhound, 
the  bay  or  creek ;  and  having  alfo  Blonde,    Virginia,    Camilla,  and 
landed   guns   to  cover  their  own  Galatea  frigates.     The  Americans 
battery,  the  commander  was  there-  at  fird  feemcd  to  make  fome  mew 
by  enabled  to  withdraw   the  four  of  intended  refinance,  by  drawing 
twelve  pounders  for  the  defence  of  up  in  a  crefceht  acrok  the  river, 
the  fort.      For  about  a  fortnight  as  if  they  determined  to  difpute 
the  cannonade  was  fupported  with  the  pafTage.      gut  their  refolutioa 
great   fpirit  on  both  fides;  at  the  foon  failed,*  and  a  mod  igndmini- 
end  of  which  time,  the  commander  ous   flight  took  place.       Perhaps 
received   intelligence  from    a  de-  they  intended*   no   more  by    that 
ferter,    that  a   general  dorm  was  (hew  of  refinance,    than  to  afford 
fixed  upon,  it  being  intended  to  time   for  the  tranfports  to  make 
attack  the  fhips  and  the  fort  at  the  fome  way  up  the  river,  and  to  gain 
fame  indant.     Upon  this  informa-  thereby  an  opportunity  of  landing 
tion,  he  immediately  threw  up  a  the  troops.      However  that  was,  a 
fir.all    work,    covered    with    light  general  chace,   and  unrefided  de- 
artillery,  st   about    ico  yards  dif-  druc"llon    took  place;    in   both  of 
tance,  in  the  front  of  the  fort;  thus  which    the    three    (loops   of    war, 
adding  a  further  fecurity  and  cover  which  had  been  fo  long  cooped  up 
to  the  body  of  the  place.  wi'h  the  garrifon,  now  took  an  ca- 
Whilit  the   commanders,  garri-  gcr    part.       The   fugitives   them- 
fon,  and  feamen  were  in  impatient  icives,    finding  there  was  no  pofli- 
expectation    of    the   attack,     and  biiity  of  efcape,  (hortened  the  bu- 
without   the  fmalicd  apprchenfion  finefs,   by  fctting  fire  to,  and  blow- 
as  to  the  event,   an  unulual    quiet  ing  up  their  own  vefTels.      Node- 
being    obferved    on    the    enemy's  druclion  could   be  more  complete, 
.               ,      fide,  very  early  in  the  for  nothing  efcaped.      One  frigate 
*  US«    4     •  morning,    ic    induced  of   20  guns,    and   another  of  18, 
a  clafcr  infpcclion,  in  confequence  were,  however,  taken, 
of  which  it  was  foon,  to  their  inex-  Few  (ingle  towns  have  ever  ex- 
pi  edible  aftonifhment,   difcoversd,  perienced  iuch  a  blow  to  their  ma- 
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rine,  as  Bofton  now  fuffered.  The 
Warren,  a  fine  new  frigate,  of  32 
eighteen  and  twelve  pounders, 
with  five  others,  from  2©  to  24 
guns,  one  of  16,  and  one  of  18, 
were  all  blown  up.  Six  armed 
brigs  or  floops,  from  14  to  16  guns 
each,  with  one  of  12,  met  the 
fame  fate.  The  whole  number  of 
armed  vefTels  deftroyed  or  taken, 
including  two,  which  the  fquadron 
took  on  their  pafTage,  amounting 
to  nineteen.  A  force,  little,  if  at 
all  inferior,  whether  with  refpeft 
to  fhips  or  guns,  to  the  navy  royaj 
of  England,  f©r  feveral  years  after 
the  acceflion  of  Qut?en  Elizabeth. 

Twenty-four  fail  of  tranfports 
were  like  wife  deftroyed,  and  fome 
provifion  vefTels  taken.  As  no- 
thing could  be  more  defpicable  than 
the  conducl  of  Sakonftall,  fo  no  man 
could  be  more  execrated  than  he 
was  by  his  countrymen.   It  it  even 


faid,  that .  the  indignation  and 
rage  of  the  land  forces  rofe  fo 
high  upon  the  common  difgracc 
which  they  were  obliged  to  (hare 
in,  that  they  could  not  refrain 
from  coming  to  blows  with  the  fea- 
men,  in  the  cpurfe  of  their  fubfe- 
quent  return  by  land.  It  muft, 
however,  be  acknowledged,  that 
the  Americans  were  not  able  to 
cope  with  the  royal  fqaadron,  in 
an  open  and  regular  fea  fi&ht,  and 
that  the  fuperior  force  apd  weight 
of  metal  of  the  Raifonable,  afford- 
ed fufficient  caufe  of  terror  to  fri- 
gates. But  the  paffes,  windings, 
and  mallows  of  the  river,  might 
have  ferved  much  to  leffen  that  fu- 
periority  ;  and  at  any  rate,  except- 
ing theefFufion  of  blood,  the  moil 
defperate  refinance  could  not  have 
been  attended  with  more  fatal  con- 
fequences  than  their  ignominious 
flight* 


CHAP. 
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X. 


Admiral  Byron  takes   the  command  in  the  Weft  Indies.    .Endeavours  to 
draw  M.  D^Eftaing  to  an  engagement  without  effecJ.     Mortality  at  St  J 
Lucia.      Mr.  Byron  convoys  the  homeward-bound  trade.     Lofs  of  the 
ijland  of  St.  Vincent*  s,  during  the  abfence  ofthefleei.     French  fleet  re- 
inforced by  the  .arrival  of  M.  de  la  Motte  ;  proceeds  to  the  reduction  of 
the  Granades.     Lands  a  body  offeree,  which  inveft  the  Hofpital  Hill- 
in  the  ijland  of  Granada.     Attack  the  works  by  night,  and  carry  them 
by  form.  .  Lord  Macartney  propofes  to  capitulate  ;  but  the  terms  offer  ea 
by  D'Eftaihg  being  deemed inadmijjible ,  Jurrenders  the  fort  and  ijland  ai 
difcretion.     Admiral  Byron  returns  to   St.  Lucia  y  proceeds  with  the 
fleet  and  army  for  the  recovery  of  St.  Vincent* s.    •  Receives  intelligence 
at  fea  of  the  attack  upon  Granada,  and  being  ignorant  of  the  great  fu-  . 
periority  of  the  French  fleet,  changes  his  '  courfe  in  order  to  Juccour  that 
ijland.     Different  views  and%  con  duel  of  the  hoftile  commanders.     En- 
gagement.    Extraordinary  acls  of  gallantry.      Vice-admiral  Barrington 
wounded.     French  perjevere  in  their  refdlution  of  not  coming  to  a  clofe 
ad  ion.      Views  of  the  Britijh  commanders  totally  changed,  upon  difco- 
vering  that  the  ijland  was  already  loft,    as  they  had  no  force  capable  of 
attempting  its  recovery.     Tranf ports  and  dijabled  Jhips  fent  off  to  St. 
Chriftopher' *s  in  the  evening.      Followed  next  day   by  the  fleet ;    the 
enemy  having  returned  to  Granada  in  the  night.     Prodigious  lofs  of  ?nen 
on  the  French  Jide    accounted  for.       Claim  aviclory  ;  and  upon  vjh at 
ground.      M.  D }  EJiaing  direcls  his  operations  to  the  northward.      Firft 
object,  the  reduction  of  Georgia.  —  Second,  an  attack  upon  New  York, 
in  cenjuniiion  with   General   Wajhington.       Arrives  upon  the  coaft  of 
Carolina  ;     takes  the  Experiment  man   of  war,     and  Jovie  frigates. 
Anchors  off  Tybee.       Lands  his   troops,    and  invefts  the  town  of  Sa- 
vannah.    Summons   General  P  rev  oft.     Is  joined  by  General  Lincoln, 
and  Count  Polajki.       Attacks   the  Britijh  lines,    and  is  rej>ulj'ed  with 
great  Jlaughter.       French  retire  to  their  Jhips ,  and  totally  abandon  the 
coaft s  of  America. 


THE  arrival  of  Admiral  Byron 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  juft 
after  the  double  repulfe  which 
D'Eftaing  had  met  with  at  Santa 
Lucia,  and  the  furrender  of  that 
ifland  to  Admiral  Barrington, 
threw  the  command  of  the  fleet 
into  the  hands  of  the  former  of 
thefe  gentlemen,  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  junction  of  the  fquadrons 
enabled  them  to  aflume  a  fuperi- 
ority  over  the  French  in  that  quar- 


ter. They  accordingly  omitted 
nothing  which  could  draw  M.  D'- 
Eftaing  to  an  engagement ;  and 
repeatedly  infulted  him  in  the  har- 
bour of  Port  Royal,  with  a  view 
of  provoking  him  to  quit  the  fe- 
curity  afforded  by  that  faftnefs. 
Their  endeavours  were,  however, 
fruitlefs ;  and  that  commander 
fhewed  a  degree  of  phlegm,  and  a 
government  of  his  temper,  which 
could  fcarcely  have  been  expefted 
[*N]  4  from 
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from  his' general  character,  cor.fi- 
dering  that  there  was  little,  if  any, 
difparity  of  force.  But  the  Bri- 
tiih naval  fame  was  ftill  ftrong  in 
memory  ;  and  the  event  of  the  at- 
tempt upon  Admiral  Bcrrington, 
ferved  to  imprefs  it  with  yet  greater 
force.  The  expectation  he  was  in 
of  daily  reinforcement,  however, 
juftified  his  conduct. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  r.cxious  cli- 
mate and  air  of  the  iflanu  of  Sr.  Lu- 
cia fpread  and  continued  a  dreadful 
mortality  among  the  Britiih  troops ; 
and  everv  day  ferved  to  render  the 
lofs  of  Dominique  fhe  more  fen- 
fibiy  f  .?t.  This  calamity  was  the 
more  grievous,  as  it  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  fupply  the 
pljc«-  of  the  brave  corps  who  ferved 
in  that  iflaud ;  who,  with  refpect 
to  discipline,  fpirit,  .and  actual 
fcrvice,  could  fcarceiy  have  been 
matched  by  any  equal  number  of 
tiocps  in  the  univerfe.  But  it  was 
not  the  firfc  inftance,  in  which  the 
rigours  snd  noxicus  vapours  of  a 
fouthern  clii^arc,  had  riniihed  the 
career  f>f  ihofe  unconquerable 
troops,  who  had  been  formed  in 
the  wars  tf  Northern  America. 

At  length,  reinforcements  ar- 
rived on  both  fides ;  Admiral 
Rowley  having  joined  the  Britiih 
jquadron,  with  fevcral  /hips  of  war 
from  Europe ;  about  the  fame 
time,  that  M.  ds  QtaQ'c,  not- 
withstanding the  watch  fulnei*;  of 
the  oppofuc  commanders,  arrived 
fafr,  wjtk  a  larp".*  convoy,  and  a 
cor.fidcrable  force,  at  Martinique. 
Although  ihcfe  reinforcements  pro- 
duced 1:0  g?c;:t  difference -jn  the 
comparative  ftrengih  of  the  hoftile 
fleets,  which  weie  dill  pretty 
i*«Ti:a]iv  b:ddrtC(:<  in  that  rci'rect, 
ye:  nothing  could  induce  D'Ellaing 
tQ  lu^ard  a  genera]  engagement. 


Indeed  he  adhered  fo  pertinacioufly 
to  this  con  duel,  that  when  upon, 
different  occaiions  of*  fe pa  ration 
in  the  Britiih  fquadrons,  or  other 
circum fiances  which  feemed  to  offer 
advantage,  he  fometimes  ventured 
to  fail  out  of  Port  Royal ;  yet,  he 
more  than  once,  under  circum- 
flanccs  of  apparent  difgrace,  re- 
treated again  into  that  harbour, 
from  the  eager  purfuit  and  infult 
of  an  enemy,  who  was  not  at  all 
fu  peri  or  to  him  either  in  force  or 
in  number. 

An  occafion,  however,  at  length 
offered,  which  fully  demon  ft  rated 
the  propriety  and  judgment  of  his 
conduct,  and  amply  rewarded  the 
perfeverance  with  which  he  adhe- 
red  to    his    fyftem.      The   trade 
from   the   Weft  India   Iflands  to 
England,  having  affembled  at  St. 
Chriftopher's  towards  the  middle 
of  June,  the  very  great-importance 
and  value  of  that  numerous  fleet  of 
merchantmen,  made  Admiral  By- 
ron think  it    neceffary  to  convoy 
them  with'his  whole  fquadron,  for 
fome.confiderable  part  of  the  way. 
Indeed,  no  feparation  of  it  could 
have  been  ventured  upon  with  any 
degree  of  Mety.      For  we  had  no 
port  in   thofe  iflands  of  fufficient 
llrengtb,  to  have  afforded  protec- 
tion to  the  remaining  divifion  of 
the  fleet,  ngaintl  the  great  fuperi- 
ority  of  laud,   as  well  as  of  naval 
force,  which  D'Eftaing  had  in  his 
hauds.     And  on  the  other  hand, 
the  French  commander  would  have 
had  it  in  option  topurfue  the  con- 
voy, and  if  he  even  failed  of  over- 
taking ic,  he  could  fcarceiy  mifs 
of  intercepting  the  fquadron  on  its 
return,  which  had  been  fentforits 
1  protection .   The  meafure  of  afford- 
ing a  ftror.g  protection  to  the  trade, 
was  the  more  indlfpenfiblc,  as  It 

wa* 
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was  known,  that  M.  de  la  Motte 
Piquet  was  then  on  his  way  from 
France  with  a  ftrong  reinforcement 
to  D'Eftaing ;  and  no  common  or 
ordinary  convoy  would  have  been 
fufRcient  for,  the  protection  of  the 
trade,  in  cafe  of  its  falling  in  with 
his  fqnadron. 

No  wifdom  in  the  defign,  nor 
judgment  in  the  execution,  can  at 
all  times  prevent   meafures   from 
proving  unfortunate ;  as  the  pre- 
sent did  in  a  high  degree.     The 
firft  confequence  of  the  departure 
of  the  fleet  was  the  lofs  of  the  va- 
luable ifland  of  St.  Vincent's;   a 
lofs  which   would  have  been  ftill 
more  thought  of,  if  it  had  not  been 
fpeedily   followed    by   a   greater. 
The   circumftances   attending  the 
lofs  of  that  ifland  were  rather  ex- 
traordinary, and  have  not  yet  been 
explained   in  any  manner   which 
could  afford  fatisfa&ion  to  the  pub- 
lic.    A  handful  of  French  From 
Martinique,  under  the  command 
Only  of  a  naval   lieutenant,  efti- 
mated  by  one  account  at  300,  and 
by  the  governor's  own  at  450  men, 
not  above  half  of  which  were  re- 
gulars, ventured  to  land  upon  a 
hoftile  ifland,  garrifoned  by  feven 
companies  of  regular  troops,  under 
the    conduct   of   a   lieutenant-co- 
lonel, the  garrifon  alfo  exceeding 
the  invaders  in  number,  and  the 
ifland  inhabited  likewife  by  a  peo- 
ple, who   had   always    fhewn   the 
utmoft  fiercenefs  and  eagernefs  for 
war,    when    it   was   accompanied 
with  the  hope  of  plundering  the 
unfortunate  Caribbs  of  their  lands ; 
and    yet   this   ifland,    fo  circum- 
ftanced  as  to  garrifon  and  inhabi- 
tants,   was    delivered    up    to    the 
enemy,'  without  the    filing   of  a 
(ingle  ihot  on  either  fide. 

'i'he  capitulation  was  figned  only 


by  Governor  .  Morris,  and  the 
Exench  lieutenant ;  nor  can  we 
help  thinking  it  fomewhat  Angular, 
that  the  name  of  no  other  officer, 
civil  or  military,  on  the  part  of  the 
ifland,  fhould  appear  te  it.  The 
conditions  were  Sufficiently  favour- 
able to  the  inhabitants,  being  ia 
gerferal  drawn  upon  the  .mode!  of 
thofe  at  Dominique.  The  natural 
effect  of  that  oppreflion  and  inhu- 
manity, which  the  inordinate  co- 
ve toufnefs  of  the  planters,  had  in- 
duced them  fome  years  ago  to  ex- 
ercife  upon  the  Caribbs,  and 
through  which  they  led  govern- 
ment into  that  difgraceful  war  toe 
have  feen  for  their  extermination, 
was  now  apparent ;  that .  people 
having  immediately  joined  the 
French  upon  their  landing,  and  it 
may  well  be  fuppofed,  had  no 
fmall  fhare  in  inducing  them  to 
undertake  the  expedition.  The 
terror  with  which  the  inhabitants 
now  regarded  that  people,  is  alfo 
obvious,  from  the  fervency  with 
which  they  claim  the  French  pro- 
tection again  ft  them  in  the  articles 
of  capitulation,  ft  is  not  impoffi- 
ble  but  that  terror  contributed  to 
the  otherwife  unaccountable  fur- 
render  of  the  ifland. 

D'Eftaing  had  the  fortune  of  be- 
ing joined  by  the  reinforcement 
under  M.  de  la  Motte,  with  a  fup- 
ply  of  troops,  and  of  what  was  at 
leaft  equally  neceflaxy,  of  naval 
and  military  ftores  and  proviuon, 
during  the  abfence  of  the  Britifh 
fleet.  His  great  fuperiority  by  land 
and  fea,  now  neceflarily  called  him 
to  action,  and  the  ifland  of  Granada 
was  the  immediate  object  of  his 
enterprize.  He  arrived  «  ,  , 
off  that  ifland  with  a  J"1?  2d' 
fleet  of  five  or  fix- and -twenty 
fhips  of  the    line,    with   ten   or 

twelve 
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twelve  frigates,  and,  according  to 
their  own  report,  near  10,000  land 
forces,  including  the  marines,  on 
board.  The  whole  defence  of  the 
ifland  lay  in  about  I5ofoldiers  and 
artillery  men/  and  three  or  four 
hundred  armed  inhabitants ;  and 
its  ftrengtH  confided  in  a  fortified 
or  entrenched  hill,  which  com- 
manded the  fort,  harbour,  and  ca- 
pital town  of  St.  George. 

The  Frer.ch  landed  between  two 
and  three  thoufand  regular  forces, 
under  the  conduct  of  Count  Dillon, 
on  that  evening  ;  who  the  next  day 
inverted   the  hill,    and  made   the 
neceflary  preparations  for  carrying 
it  by  ftorm  on  the  following  night. 
The  governor,    Lord  Macartney, 
made  every  poflible  preparation  for 
defence  ;    but  it   feems  probable, 
that   he    unfortunately    placed    a 
greater  reliance,  on  the  natural  and 
artificial  ft rength  of  the  poll,  than 
an  experienced  military  comman- 
der would  have  done.   The  French 
fay  It  was  deemed  to  afford  fo  per- 
fect a  fecurity,   that  it  was  ren- 
dered a  depofit  for  plate,  jewels, 
and  other  moft  valuable  moveables. 
however  that  was,  or  whatever  the 
ftrength  of  the  poll,  the  defence 
was  extraordinary,  confidering  the 
jiature  and  amount  of  the  force  by 
which'  it  was  defended  ;   and  al- 
though D'Eftaing headed  a  column 
of  the  French    troops    in    perfon, 
they  were  repulfed  in  the  firft  on- 
'fet ;  but  the  fuperiority  of  number 
was  at  length  decifive,    and  they 
carried  the  lines  after  a  hard  con- 
flict, which  lafted  about  an  hour 
"and  a  half.     The  French  are  faid 
to  have  had    300  men   killed  or 
•  wounded  in  this  afijult ;  but  they 
-do  not  acknowledge  any  fuch  num- 
.  ber  in  their  own  public  account. 
Their  lofs  was.,  however,  consider- 


able, and  chiefly  arofc  from  a  well- 
directed  fire  from  fome  vefiels  in 
the  road,  which  galled  them  ex- 
ceedingly in  their  approach. 
.  The  cannon  which  they  had 
taken  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  being 
turned  at  break  of  day  again  ft  the 
fort,  which  then  >ay  at  their  dif- 
cretion,  the  governor  was  under  a 
neceflhy  of  propoiing,  what  he  had 
before  rejected,  a  capitulation. 
D'Eftaing  treated  the  flag  with 
great  haughtinefs ;  would  grant 
out  an  hour  and  a  half  for  framing 
the  propofals  ;  and  when  they  were 
pre  fen  ted,  rejected  them  in  the 
grofs,  and  in  the  moft  peremptory 
manner.  He,  however,  framed 
jfome  terms  himfelf>  with  which 
they  were  immediately  to  comply, 
without  the  fmalleft  deviation  on 
their  fide,  or  relaxation  on  his. 
But  thefe  were  of  fo  extraordinary 
a  nature,  that,  the  governor  and 
principal  inhabitants  thought,  it 
better  to  truft  to  the  law  and  cus- 
toms of  nations,  to  the  juftice  of 
one  court,  and  the  interpoiltion  pf 
the  other,  by  furrendering  at  dif- 
cretion,  than  to  bind  themfelves  to 
fuch  unexampled  conditions. 

Nothing  could  be  more  unfa- 
vourable to  D'Eftaing's  character, 
than  the  accounts  of  his  conduct 
in  his  new  acquifition,  which  were 
fp'read  about  at  th.at  time.  His 
continuance  in  the  ifland  of  Gra- 
nada has  been  represented  as  a 
conftant  fcene  of  feverity  and  op- 
preffion.  It  was  faid  that  his  fol- 
diers  were  indulged  in  the  moft 
unbridled  licence ;  and  that  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  humanity  and 
tendernefs  (hewn  by  the  officers  and 
private  men  of  Dillon's  Irifh  regi- 
ment to  the  inhabitants,  their  con- 
dition would  have  been  too  deplor- 
able to  be  endured  or  defcribed. 

In 
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'  In  the  mean  time,  Admiral  By- 
ron had  returned  to  St.  Lucia, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  firft  of  the 

• 

month  ;  his  fleet  being  now  weak- 
ened by  the  convoy  which  he  had 
fent  with  the  trade  to  England. 
He  there  received  the  firft  intelli- 
gence of  thelofs  of  St.  Vincent's ; 
upon  which  intelligence  he  con- 
cluded with  General  Grant,  that 
they  ftiould  proceed  with  the  land 
and  naval  force  for  the  recovery  of 
that  ifland.  In  their  pafTage  for 
that  ifland  they  received  the  un- 
welcome information,  that  D'Ef- 
taing  had  attacked  Granada;  their 
advices  were  very  imperfect ;  did 
not  ftate  the  French  fleet  at  any 
thing  near  its  real  force,  and  re- 
prefented  Lord  Macartney  to  be  in 
a  condition  which  would  enable" 
him  to  hold  out  for  fome  days. 
Nor  had  they  yet  received  any  in- 
telligence of  de  laMotte's  junction 
with  D'Eftaing.  They  accordingly 
changed  their  courfe  and  intention, 
and  proceeded  for  the  relief  of  the 
Granades. 

In  this  Hate  of  ignorance,  with 
refpect  to  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  circumftances  of  the  ifland, 
the  Britifh  commanders  arrived 
within  light  of  the  French  fleet, 
at  the  break  of  day,  on  the  6th  of 
July.  Their  force  confided  in  21 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  a  fingle  fri- 
gate ;  and  they  were  accompanied, 
and  as  thing*  fell  out  exceedingly 
incumbered,  by  a  fomewhat  greater 
number  of  tranfports  which  con- 
veyed the  troops  The  enemy  had 
been  at  anchor  off  the  harbour  of 
St.  George's  ;  but  having  received 
previous  information  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Britifh  fleet,  they 
were  then  moftly  getting  under 
way,  and  thofe  which  had  not  al- 
ready  hoifted  their  anchors,    im- 


mediately flipped  their  cables,  and 
kept  ftretthmg  out  to  fea.  As  the 
objects  of  the  hoftile  commanders 
were  totally,  different,  it  is  ne- 
cefTary  to  explain  them,  for  the 
better  comprehending  the  nature 
of  the  enfuing  engagement.  The 
Britifh  admirals  wanted  to  bring 
the  en«my  to  the  clofeft  action  that 
was  pofiible;  not  only  as  a  mode 
of  fighting,  which  at  all- times  aft 
forded  the  greateft  advantage  to 
their  fide ;  but  as  affording  the 
means,  besides  the  relief  of  the 
ifland,  (which  they  made  no  doubt 
of)  of  obtaining  that  decifive  Su- 
periority in  thofe  feas  which  they 
wifhed  to  eftablifh.  On  the  other 
hand,  M.  D'Eftaing  fought  for  no 
other  profit  or  advantage  than  the 
prefervation  of  his  new  acquifi- 
tion ;  that  was  to  him  a  Sufficient 
victory ;  he  was  in  no  difpofition 
to  feek  honour  at  the  hazard  of 
that,  in  the  doubtful  ifTue  of  a ' 
bloody  and  defperate  conflict  with 
a  Britifh  fleet,  if  it  could  poffibly 
be  avoided;  but  he  would,  not- 
withftanding,  rifque  all  things, 
fooner  than  give  up  what  he  had 
got. 

Such  motives  operating  On  both 
fides,  and  the  French  fhips  being 
cleaner,'  and  consequently  failing 
much  better  than  the  Englifhy 
which  threw  the  choice  with  re- 
fpect  to  the  mode  of  fight  in  a 
great  degree  into  their  hands,  the 
action  was  neceffarily  partial,  and 
could  not,  without  fome  change  of 
circumftances,  have  become  ge- 
neral. For  the  few  Britifh  fhips 
which  could  firft  reach  (or  in  fea 
language  fetch)  the  enemy,  were 
expofed  to  the  encounter  of  a  pro- 
digious fuperiority  of  force,  and 
confequently  fuftained  great  da- 
mage, before  they  could  be  Sup- 
ported 
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ported  even  by  their  nearefl  fel- 
lows ;  and  thefe  were  again,  in 
their  turn,  to  experience  the  fame 
di  fad  vantage ;  while  feveral  fhips 
of  the  rear  divifion,  were  never 
able  to  come  at  all  into  action  ; 
and  a  ftill  greater  number  of  the 
fleet  in  general,  could  not  obtain 
that  fhare  in  it  which  they  wifhed. 

The  firft  fignal  made  by  the  ad- 
miral, on  feeing  the  difpofition, 
and  difcovering  the  intention  of 
the  enemy,  was  that  for  a  general 
chace ;  and  the  fecond,  (he  being 
yet  ignorant,  or  rather  mi  fin  form- 
ed, as  to  their  ftrength)  was,  for 
the  fhips  to  engage,  and  to  form 
at  they  could  get  up ;  and  even 
when  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy 
was  difcovered,  the  fignal  for 
chace  was  Hill  continued,  with  the 
addition  of  that  for  a  clofe  en* 
gagement.  About  half  patt  feven 
the  action  was  commenced,  by 
Admiral  Barrington,  in  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  with  the  Captains  Saw- 
yer and  Gardner,  in  the  Boyne 
and  Sultan,  having  clofed  with 
the  van  of  the  enemy.  That  dif- 
tinguifhed  commander,  with  his 
brave  colleagues,  made  and  fup- 
ported  the  attack  with  a  fpirit 
and  refolution,  which  would  have 
ftamped  the  higheft  honour,  where 
there  had  been  none  acknowledged 
before.  But  being  obliged  to  en- 
dure the  whole  weight  of  lire  from 
that  divifion  of  the  enemy,  for  a 
confiderable  fpace  of  time  before 
they  could  be  fupported,  they  fuf- 
fered  accordingly  ;  and  befides  the 
damage  to  the  fhips,  and  lofs  of 
men,  the  vice-admiral  was  himfelf 
wounded. 

The  fuperiority  which  the  French 
fhips  pefTefTed  in  point  of  failing, 
Hill  enabled  them  to  elude  every 
effort  which  was  made  by  the  Bri- 
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tifh  commanders,  to  bring  on- a 
clofe  and  a  decifive  engagement. 
The  former^  indeed,  fometirnes 
happened  in  particular  initances ; 
but  it  was  only,  when  the  evolu- 
tions on  both  fides,  and  the  ea- 
gernefs  on  one,  threw  a  few  of  the 
Britifh  fhips  into  a  fituation,  which 
obliged  them  to  endure  a  conflict, 
with  a  much  greater  number  of 
the  enemy.  Thus,  the  Grafton, 
Collingwocd  ;  the  Cornwall,  Ed- 
wards ;  and  the  Lion,  Cornwallis, 
fuflained  the  whole  fire  of  the 
French  fleet,  as  it  palled  them 
fucceflively  on  a  tack ;  and  Cap- 
tain Fanfhawe,  of  the  Monmouth, 
having  gallantly  attempted,  fingly, 
to  arrcll  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy's 
van,  hoping  thereby  to  bring  on 
a  general  action  ;  it  will  not  be 
wondered  at,  that  as  his  defign 
failed,  his  fhip  mould'  be  little 
better  than  a  wreck.  The  Suf- 
folk, Rear- Admiral  Rowley,  (who 
had  been  left  originally  for  the 
protection  of  the  tranfports)  with 
the  Fame,  Butcharr,  had,  likewife 
fufFered  confiderably  in  fimilar  fi- 
xations. 

The  peculiar  circumflances  and 
fituations  of  the  fleets,  including 
perhaps  their  diftance,  together 
with  the  oppofire  views  of  the 
commanders,  brought  on  a  ccfla- 
tion  of  action  about  twelve  o'clock ; 
and  although  it  was  renewed  at 
two,  and  at  other  times,  in  fome 
degree,  during  the  evening,  yet 
nothing  effemial  was  done  on  ei- 
ther fide.  The  object  of  the  Bri- 
tifh commanders  was  now  totally 
changed,  from  what  it  had  been  at 
the  commencement  of  the.engage- 
ment.  Some  of  the  fhips  had 
pufned  their  way  boldly  during 
the  heat  of  the  action,  to  the  very 
entrance  of   the   harbour   of   St. 

George's, 
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George's,  thinking  thereby  to  ad- 
mi aiitcr  courage  at  lead,  if  not 
fuccour,  to  their  fuppafed  friends 
in  the  garrifon  ;  bur,  to  their  ut- 
mofl  aflonifhment,  they  not  only 
beheld  French  colours  on  the  fort, 
but  were  fired  at  by  the  batteries. 


tranfports,  or  the  two  di fabled 
lhips ;  nor  would  even  venture  to 
detach  a  fingle  fhip  in  porfait  of 
the  Lion. 

In  thefe  circum fiances,  the  Bri- 
tish admiral  fent  in  (fractions  in  the 
evening  to  the  Monmouth,  (which 


Their  main  object,  in  the  relief  was  in  much  about  the  fame  con- 
of  the  ifland,  was .  therefore  no  dition  with  the  Lion),  as  he  like- 
more.  The  ifland  was  already  wife  did  to  the  tranfports,  to  make 
loll!  and  their  total  inferiority  of  the  bell  of  their  way  to  Antigua 
force   by   fea  and  land,  rendered  or   St.  Chriftopher'*,       His   line 


them  utterly  incapable  of  attempt- 
ing its  recovery.  They  had  been 
equally  difappointed  with  refpect 
to  the  force  of  the  French  fleet,  as 
to  the  fituation  of  the  ifland.  The 
care  of  the  tranfports,  had  been  a 
con  flan  t  clog  upon  them  during 
the  action ;  and  their  protection 
now,  along  with  that  of  the  di  Tabled 
(hips,  were  the  great  and  only  ob- 
jects of  cqnfideration. 

Three  of  thedifabled  fhips  were 


being  now  reduced  to  nineteen 
fhips,  of  which  feveral  were  great* 
ly  difabled,  was  drawn  np  at  the 
clofe  of  the  evening,  at  about  three 
miles  diflance  from  the  enemy  ;  ia 
full  expectation  of  being  attacked 
in  the  morning,  as  he  did  not 
think  it  pofTible,  that  with  fo  great 
a  fuperiority,  the  French  com- 
mander would  fuffer  the  tranfporti 
to  be  carried  off  without  purfuit 
or    moleftation.      M.     D'£ftain& 


a  great  way  a-flern  ;  and  one  of    evidently  held  a  different  opinion, 


them,  the  Lion,  had  fuffered  fo 
extremely,  that  being  incapable  of 
attempting  to  rejoin  the  fleet,  fhe 
was  obliged  to  bear  away  fingly, 
in  the  bed  manner  fhe  could,  be- 
fore the  wind  ;  and  had  the  good 
fortune  to  arrive  fome  time  after 


and    returned '  with    his    fleet  to 
Granada  during  the  night. 

The  Generals  Grant  and  Mea- 
dowes,  were  fpeclators  of.  an  ac- 
tion in  which  they  could  not  par- 
take, and  felt  the  highefl  military 
rapture,  at  the  many  extraordinary 


in  Jamaica,  although  in   point  of    exertions  of  gallantry  which  they 


condition  little  better  than  a  wreck. 
It  feemed  in  the  power  of  the 
French  to  have  cut  off  the  two 
other  difabled  fhips  ;  but  they 
would  not  hazard  the  attempt,  as 
it  would  have  been  the  means  of 
bringing  on  a  clofe  and  decifive 
action.  Indeed  nothing  could  more 
clearly  fhew  D'Eflaing's  inflexible 
determination  on  that  point,  which 
can  only  account  for  his  conduct, 
than,  that  with  fuch  a  fuperiority 
in  his  line  of  battle,  and  fuch  a 
number  of  large  and  flout  frigates, 
he  neither  attempted  to  cut  off  ;he 


faw  exhibited  by  their  naval 
friends ;  and  being  ignorant  of  the 
fuperiority  with  which  they  were 
contending,  had  raifed  their  ex- 
pectations to  the  full  confidence  of 
becoming  fharers  in  a  triumph  and 
confequences  which  could  not  take 
place.  It  was  odd  enough,  that 
the  two  wrecks,  the  Monmouth 
and  the  Lion,  fhould  fall  in  with 
each  other  at  fea  ;  and  that  being 
mutually  disfigured,  Capt.  Corn- 
wallis,  at  leall,  mi  (look  the  oppd- 
fite  for  an  enemy,  and  was  accord- 
ingly bringing  up  his  torn  .veflel 

with 
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with  the  greated  eagemefs,  to  the 
encounter  of  the  other,  which  was 
not  in  quite  fo  bad  condition. 

The  lofs  of  men  in  the  Britifh 
fleet,  amounted  to  183  killed,  and 
346  wounded,  of  whom  there  were 
four  officers  in  each  lilt.  This  was 
fufEciently  moderate ;  but  the  other 
circumftances  of  the  action  were 
exceedingly  grievous  ;  for  the  great 
damage  fuftained  by  the  mips, 
particularly  in  their  mads  and  rig- 
ging, (and  for  which  the  diftanr 
lire  of  the  enemy  was  fo  peculiarly 
calculated)  was  a  misfortune  diffi- 
cultly remedied  in  that  quarter, 
and  which  mud  have  been  any 
where  attended  with  a  confiderable 
lofs  of  time.  This  afforded  fo 
prodigious  a  fuperiority  of  force 
to  the  French,  that  while  that  con- 
tinued, it  was  impoffible  any  longer 
to  difpute  the  empire  of  the  fea 
with  them  in  the  Well  Indies. 
Such  a  (late  of  things,  could  not 
but  fpread  a  great  and  general 
panic  through  all  the  Britifh 
Iiiaads ;  and  although  D'Edaign 
did  not  follow  up  his  new  con  que  ft 
by  any  farther  attempts ;  yet  upon 
learning  the  weak  date  of  his 
enemy,  he  did  not  neglect  to  re. 
turn  the  former  vifits  he  had  re- 
ceived at  Martinico,  by  parading 
for  a  day  with  his  whole  force  in 
fight  of  St.  Chriftopher's,  as  if  it 
were  to  challenge  him  to  action. 

All  accounts  concur  in  defcrib- 
ing  the  French  lofs  of  men  in  this 
action  to  be  prodigious.  The 
lowed  edimate  we  have  feen,  dates 
it  at  27C0,  of  which  the  flain 
amount  to  1200;  but  other  ac- 
counts go  higher  considerably  than 
three  thou  fan  d.  So  great  a  num- 
ber of  land  forces,  being  crowded 
4t&  board  (hips,  which  are  always 
rated  ac  a  high  complement  with 


refpect  to  their  crews,  will  in  fome 
degree  account  for  fo  great  a  lofs  ; 
to  which  may  be  added,  that  this 
engagement  confided  in  a  great 
meafure  on  one  fide,  of  a  fuccef- 
fion  of  fierce  and  defperate  aiTauIts, 
which  made  a  dreadful  impreffion 
in  thofe  particular  points  to  which 
they  were  directed.  The  French 
account  publifhed  by  authority, 
gives  no  farther  fpecification  of  the 
lofs,  than  what  relates  to  the 
officers,  which  could  not  be  con- 
cealed. The  number  of  officers* 
which  we  find  by  thefe  lids,  to 
have  been  killed  or  wounded,  was 
confiderable,  both  in  the  naval  and 
the  land  departments.  Of  the 
former,  three  commanders  of  drips 
were  killed  ;  and  it  feems  lingular, 
that  the  captain  and  five  lieute- 
nants fell  in  one  fhtp. 

The  French  claimed  a  victory, 
on  the  ground,  that  they  gained 
their  object,  in  the  prefervation  of 
their  ac  qui  fit  ion,  while  the  Engli/h 
lod  theirs,  in  being  obliged  to 
rel  in  qui  (h  the  Id  and.  The  French 
King's  letter  to  the  Archbifhop  of 
Paris,  for  a  thankfgiving,  on  this 
occafion,  has  been  publifhed. 

The  alarm  excited  in  the  Britifh 
Wed  India  I  (lands  by  the  fuperio- 
rity of  the  enemy  was  not  long  li- 
ved ;  for  D'Eftaing's  operations 
were  dedined  to  another,  quarter ; 
nor  could  he  probably  have  at- 
chieved  any  thing  farther  there  if 
it  had  been  otherwife.  The  foot- 
ing which  the  Britifh  forces  had 
gaiaed  in  Georgia  and  South  Ca- 
rolina, was  highly  didreffing  in  its 
pref en t  effect,  and  dill  more  alarm- 
ing with  refpect  to  its  probable 
confeqoences,  to  the  Americans. 
The  fecne  cf  action  was  fo  remote 
from  the  center  of  force,  and  the 
feat  of  council,  that  the  war  there 

was 
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wa§  iti  a  great  degree  beyond  their 
reach;  and  the  Britim  marina 
force,  afforded  fueh  decifive  ad  van-' 
tpges  to .  the  operations  pf  their 
troops,  in  countries  every  where 
bordered  by  the  Tea,  and  cheequeV- 
ed  by  inland  navigation.*,  as  could 
fcarcely  be  counteracted  with  effect, 
by  any'  moderate  fuperiority  at 
land. 

America/had  as  yet  received  no 
very  efTentlal  fervice,  with  refpefi 
to  the  direct  operations  of  the  war, 
from    any   co-operation    of     the 
French   arms.     The  attempt  on' 
Rhode  rftarid,  in  conjunction  with 
D'Eftaing,  was  productive  of  ex- 
pence,  danger,  and  lofs,   without 
the  fmalieft  benefit.     Nor  did  the 
conduct  of  that  commander  afford 
much  more  of  fatisfaction,    than 
•he  expedition  itfclf  did  of  advan- 
tage.    On   the  other  hand,    the 
mifchief  and  danger  to  the  fouth- 
em  provinces,    had  taken   place 
during  the  height  of  the  connec- 
tion ;   and    was  "perhaps    fcarcely 
com  pen  fated  for  by  the  recovery  of 
Philadelphia;  even  throwing  that 
event  into  the  fcale,  as  an  indirect 
confequence  of  the  French  alliance; 
and    fuppofing    that    the    Britifh 
forces  would   not   otherwife    have 
abandoned  that  capita*].     It  could 
not  be  fides  but  be  very  galling  to 
the  Americans,  that  the  protection, 
equipment,    and  fupply,   afforded 
to  the  French  fleet  £t  Boflon,  ihould  ' 
produce  no  better  effect,  than  that 
immediate  defertion  of  their  coafts, 
which  expofed  them  to  the  fouthcru 
in  van"  on.     Upon  the  whole,  theif 
new  alliance  had  not  as  yet  pro- 
duced    thofe     high     advantages, 
which  were  undoubtedly  held  oujt 
in  the  warmth  of  fpecuiatioq  ;  nor 
even    that    proportion   of    them, 
which  might  have  been  reafonabjy 
2  '         '" 


Fn 


exoeaed,  a*  well  frojn*  confide- 
ration  of  the  motives'  which  led  jto 
the  connection,  as  of  the  general 
ftate  of  affairs,  and  the  means  an4 
power  of  the  alljk 
Under  fome  or"  thefe  cqnfiderit 
ns,  or  the  impreffioo  of  t\\r.t$Q 
rench  court  determined  noiv/^ 
afford  fome  eflential  aid  to  %\m$ 
new'allies,  by  directing  D'Eftaiq^t 
whole  force  to-  their  aJBfhnca  j  pr 
probably  it  was  a  part  of  the  Of$r 

frinaj  plan  of  the  campaign,  that-aa 
obn  as  he  had  acquired  that  effiec-  , 
tive  fuperiority  in  the  Weft  Indie*, * 
jfrhich  they  were  refolved  to  endoy 
him  with,  he  fhon}d  proceed  to 
the  execution  of  the  latter  meafur^ 
That  commander,  accordingly* 
having  fir  ft  waited  to  fee  the  Freijcft 
homeward  bound  Weft  India  traoV 
clear  of  danger,  proceeded,  wjtfc 
about  22  '  ihtps  of  the  line,  an4 
foinethiag  lefs  than  half  the  nunv-  ~ 
ber  of  large  and  heavy- metal  fri- 
gates, in  all  the  pride  of  a  con- 
queror, to  fweep  the  coafts  of 
North  America.  His  firft  object* 
which  was  expected,  to  be  accom- 
plished with  little  difficulty,  was 
the  deflruction  of  the  fmall  force 
under  General  Prevoft,  and  coi\- 
fequently  freeing  the  foutbern  co- 
lonies from  all  their  prefent  alarm 
and  danger.  The  fecond,  was  of 
greater  importance,  and  likely  to 
be  attended  with  much  greater 
difficulty  and  danger;  and  ttiai 
was,  a  detfgn  to  attack,  in  con- 
junction with,  General  Wafhington, 
the  Britifh  force  at  New  York,  by 
fea  and  land  at  the  fame  time ;  and 
thus,  by  the  reduction  of  &At 
ifland  and  its. dependencies,  along 
with  the  confequent  ruin  of  lh,e 
opposite  fleet  and  army,  to  brine 
the  war  on  that  qon^inent  tp  a 
final .coaclujion.  ' '  ,  '  '■"  * 
^   l A     ■'   Through' 
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Through  the  fudden  and  unex- 
pected appearance  of  the  French 
fleet  on  the  coafts  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia,  the  Experiment 
man  of  war,  of  fifty  guns,  and 
three  royal  frigates,  being  totally 
unapprehenfive  of  danger,  anil 
upon  feparate  fervices,  had  the 
misfortune  of  falling  in  with  them, 
and  thereby  adding  to  their  tri- 
umph and  number.  The  fir II,  un- 
der the  command  of  Sir  James 
Wallace,  was  on  her  pafTage  from 
New  York  to  the  Savannah  with 
fupplies:  and  although  (he  had 
been  already  difmafted  in  a  violent 
ftorm,  (he  made  a  gallant  and  de- 
fperate  defence  again  (I  an  irrefi li- 
able fuperiority  of  force,  in  the 
view  of  the  holiile  fleet. 

General  Prevoft  was  at  this 
time  at  the  town  of  Savannah ; 
but  the  better,  if  not  the  greater 
part  of  his  force,  was  flill  on  the 
lHand  of  Port  Royal,  in  South 
Carolina,  where  we  have  already 
feen  it  took  pod  after  the  retreat 
from  Charles  Town.  As  the 
enemy  were  mailers  by  fea,  that 
corps  had  no  other  means  of  join- 
ing the  main  body,  but  by  the  nu- 
merous inland  navigations  which 
interfect  that  country.  The  in- 
tercepting of  aq  exprefs  by  the 
Americans,  who  conveyed  orders 
to  Colonel  Maitland  from  the  ge- 
neral, for  fpeedily  joining  him  with  , 
the  whole  effective  body  under  his 
command,  delayed  the  rneafure  fo 
long,  that  the  enemy  had  time  to 
feize  the  principal  communica- 
tions before  it  could  take  effect. 
This  rendered  the  junction  of  that 
corps  with  the  gar ri Ton,  upon 
which  only  any  hope  of  defend- 
ing the  Savannah  could  be  founded, 
a  matter  of  great  doubt,  difficulty, 
and  danger.    The  addrefs  of  Co- 


lonel Maitland,  the  zeal  of  hU 
troops,  with  the  diftinguidied  fer- 
vices of  Lieutenant  Goldefbrough 
of  the  navy,  were  happily  found 
fuperior  to  all  thefe  obftacles. 

As  D'Eftaing  was  obliged  to 
communicate  with  the  government 
at  Charles  Town,  relative  to  the 
movements  of  General  Lincoln, 
who  was  to  act  in  concert  with 
him  in  the  intended  reduction  of 
Georgia,  this  probably  induced 
fome  delay  with  refpect  to  his  own 
operations ;  fo  that  although  he  ar- 
rived on  the  coaft  about  the  fir  ft  of 
September,  it  was  more  than  a 
week  after,  before  the  whole  fleet, 
amounting  to  above- 40  c  -•  .u 
fail,  ancEored  off  the  Sc^'  9th- 
bar  of  Tybee*  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Savannah.  For  the 
three  or  four  fucceeding  days,  the 
French  were  taken  up  in  paifiag 
their  troops,  in  fmall  American 
velTels,  through  the  Oflabaw  in- 
let, and  landing  them  at  Beaulieu, 
about  13  miles  from  the  town  of 
Savannah  ;  at  the  fame  time  that 
their  frigates  were  occupied  in 
taking poffeffion  of  the  lower  river, 
and  of  the  different  inlets ;  ap- 
proaching as  near  to  the  town  and 
lines,  as  the  circumftances  of  wa- 
ter or  of  defence  would  admit. 

On  the  15th  the  French,  with 
Polafki's  American  light  horfe,  ap- 
peared fo  near  the  Britifh  lines,  as 
to  fkirmifti  with  the  picquets;  and 
as  the  force  under  General  Prevoft, 
did  not  admit  of  his  having  any 
other  object  in  view  than  the  mere 
defence  of  the  town,  his  polls  were 
contracted  within  the  cpver  of  the 
artillery  on  the  works.  On  the 
following  day,  M.  D'Eftaing  fent 
in  a  haughty  fumm/ms  to  ^be  ge- 
neral, to  furrender  the  place  to 
the   arms  of   his   noil   Chriftiaa 

Majefty. 
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M*}e%.    He  vaunted  in  high  Ian-  of  the  works.      The  commander' 
guage,    that  he  commanded   the  had  the  addrefs  to  carry  thi%  point, 
fane-  troops*     a   detachment    of  Meflages   patted    backwards  ^  and'  \ 
whom  had  recently  taken  the*  Bof-  forwards;  and  at  length,  a  trace  ! 
pjtar  Hill  in  Granada  by  ftorm  ;  for  24  hours  was  agreed  upon,  to- 
netwkhftaBding   that  its    natural  afford  time  for  deliberation, 
and  artificial1  ftret>gtfr  was  (o  great,  During  this  interval,    the  fbr- 
that  it  was  deemed  impregnable  tunate  arrival  of  Colonel  Muti- 
ny its  defenders.      He  held  out  land;  with  the  troops  from  Porf'^ 
the  circumftances  of  that  erarrfac-  Royal,  prefented  a  new  face  of  af-'F 
tits:  as   a  teflon  of  caution,    to  fairs,  and  furnimed  a  frefh  flock' 
(hew  the   facility ,  and  the   very  of  ftrength  and  fpirits  to  the*  de- 
great  danger,  with  the  force  which  fence.     An  anfwer  was  accordingly,; 
the  general  had  in  his  hands,  and  returned,    that  they  were  unani-' 
fuch-  works  ax  he  had  to  defend,  moufly  d  brer  mined  to  defend  them- 
if  he  ventured  Do  refift?  the  ardour  felves  to  the  1  aft  man.     Nothirig 
of  thofe  conquering  troops : — Lord  could  prevent  the  Jailors  (who  had 
Macartney  had  the  good  fortune,  been  all1  drawn  from  the  (hips  to 
n>  efcape  the  fifft  tranfpoms   of  .  conftruct  and  man  the  batteries) :. 
their  rage— He  could  not'  him  (elf  from  ex  pre  fling  their  ufual  ardour,  ' 
reftrain    their    pillage.      General  by  giving  three  loud  cheers,  upon 
Prevoft  was  therefore  warned,  in  firing  the  fignal  gun  for  the  re- 
rather  commanding  terms,  that  he  commencement  of  hofttfities. 
(hoold  be  personally  refponiible,  £)n  the  day  after  delivering-  the 
for  all  die  unhappy  or  fatal  confe-  fummons,    Count  D'£ftaing  was 
qoences,  which  might  be  the  re-  joined  by  General  Lincoln,  as  he 
fuit  of  his  obftinacy,  in  venturing  had  been  before  by  Pokfki.     The 
a  fruitlefs  refinance  again  ft  a  force,  allies  took  feparate  but  adjoining 
with  which  he  was  totally  inca-  camps  ;    and   each   began  imme- 
pable  of  contending.  diately  to  carry  on  their  approaches 
Colonel  Maitland's  divifion  had  as  in  a  regular  fitgt.     Their  joint' 
not  yet  joined  the  garrifon  ;    nor  or  feparate  force  cannot  be  very 
waa  there  any  intelligence  of  their  exactly  afcertained.     The  French 
(it  oat  ion,  nor  knowledge  of  their  are  faid  to  have  landed,  from  fir  ft 
ability  to  perform  the  junction.   In  to  laft,  about  4800  regular  troops, 
thefe  circum fiances,  although  Ge-  befides  fome  hundreds  of  mulat- 
neral  Prevoft  and  his  officers  were  toes  and  free  negroes,  whom  they' 
determined,  even  with  the  force  in  had  brought  from  the  Weft  Indies* 
their  hands,    to  defend  the  place  Lincoln's  force  was  continually  in- 
to the  utmoft  extremity,  yet  it  was  creating;  it  was  fuppofed  not  much 
thought  prudent  and  neceflary  to  to  exceed   iqoo  men,  at  the  time 
gain  all  the  time  that   was'pof-  of  his  junction   with   D'Eftaing; 
fible;  and  this  the  more  efpecially,  but  was  afterwards  eftimated  from 
as  the  lines  were  ftill  in  a  very  im-  3000,  to  3500  men. 
perfect  fta-te  of  defence,  and  there  No  account  has  been,  given  of 
had  not  been   time  to  convey  the  the  number  of  the  garrifon;  but 
artillery  from    the   (hipping,    for  it  would  feem,  from  the  exceeding 
the  protection,  fuch  as  they  were,  weaknefs  of  the  battalions,  and 
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examination  of  various  relative 
circumftances,  that  taking  in  all 
descriptions  of  men,  provincial 
troops,  loyalifts,  under  whatever 
denomination,  and  failors,  that 
the  whole  could  not  exceed  3000 
men. 

The  fpirit,  vigour  of  exertion, 
and  perfeverance  in  toil,  which* 
were  exhibited  in  carrying  on  the 
defenfive  works,  at  leaft  equalled, 
if  not  exceeded,  any  thing  of  the 
fort  we  have  read  or  heard  of. 
From  the  general  to  the  private 
centinel,  from  the  commanders  of 
the  royal  frigates  to  the  common 
■  feamen,  every  man  without  dif- 
tinction  was  employed  in  the 
hardeft  labour,  and  chearfully  un- 
derwent his  (hare  of  the  toil.  At 
the  time  that  the  general  received 
the  French  fummons,  the  lines 
were  not  only  weak  and  imperfect, 
but  were  not  protected  by  above 
eight  or  ten  pieces  of  cannon  ; 
and  at  the  coneluGon  of  the  fiege 
or  blockade,  the  works  (by  the 
aid  of  the  /hip  guns,  and  the  un- 
ceafing  exertion  ufed  in  landing 
and  bringing  them  forward)  were 
covered  with  a  numerous  artillery, 
amounting  to  near  100  pieces. 
Nor  was  the  labour  or  exertion 
greater  than  the  judgment  ufed  in 
their  direction.  In  this  refpect, 
Captain  MoncriefFe,  the  engineer, 
equally  excited  the' admiration  of 
friends  and  of  enemies.  The 
Britifh  forces  indeed  owed  much 
to  his  fkili  and  ability ;  and  were 
accordingly  unanimous  in  their 
acknowledgments  of  his  fervices; 
While  the  French  officers  declared, 
that  his  works  and  batteries  fprung 
up  every  night  upon  them  like 
champignons.  He  gained  great 
honour,  and  merited  more  fub? 
gintiaj  rewards, 
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The  enemy  were  by  no  meant 
idle  in  their  endeavours  to  inter* 
rupt  the  works ;  but  their  efforts 
were  ineffectual.  In  the  mean 
time,  they  fpared  no  induftry  in 
carrying  on  their  own  ;'  and  in 
about  a  week  after  the  fum-  •  . 
raons,  had  pufhed  a  fap  to  24tn« 
within  300  yards  of  the  abbatis, 
to  the  left  of  the  Britifli  center. 
Although  the  date  of  General 
Prevoft's  force,  rendered  him  ex- 
ceedingly fparing  of  his  men,  yet 
in  the  few  conflicts  which  took 
place,  the  enemy  were  conftantly 
and  confiderably  lofers.  About 
midnight,  between  the  3d  and  the 
4th  of  October,  the  enemy  began 
a  heavy  bombardment  ;  and  at 
day-lrght,  they  opened  a  vehe- 
ment cannonade,, with  3.7  pieces 
of  heavy  artillery,  and  nine  mor- 
tars, from  their  land  batteries, 
and  16  cannon  from  the  water. 
This  cannonade  was  continued, 
with  more  or  lefs  activity,  for 
five  days.  Its  effect  fell  mofUy 
upon  the  town ;  where,  befides 
the  deftruction  of  houfes ;  women, 
children  and  negroes  were  the 
only  fufferers.  All  others  were 
in  the  works ;  apd  thefe  conti- 
nually acquired  additional  ftrength, 
inftead  of  fuftaining  any  eflentiai 
damage,  .during  the  violence  of 
this  cannonade. 

In  this  diftrefs  of  the  women 
and  children,  which  was  flill  in- 
creafed  by  the  throwing  in  of 
carcaffes,  which  fet  fome  houfes 
on  fire,  the  general  wrote  a  letter 
to  D'Eftaing,  requiring  permiffion, 
(hat  they  mould  be  fent  aboard 
mips  down  the  river,  and  placed 
under  the  protection  of  a  French 
man  of  war,  in  which  flate  they 
were  to  continue  until  the  bu  fine  is 
be  finally  decided.     At  the 
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fame  time  acquainting  him,  that 
his  own  wife  and  family,  mould  be 
among  the  fir  ft  to  profit  of  the  in- 
dulgence. After  a  delay  of  three 
hours,  during  which  the  time  was 
filled  up  by  the  difcharge  of  can- 
non and  fhells,  the  requeft  was 
not  only  refufed,  but  the  refufal 
was  conveyed  in  unufual  and  in- 
fulting  language,  in,  a  letter  figned 
both  by  Lincoln  and  D'Eftaing. 
The  attempts  made  afterwards  by 
the  French  officers,  to  charge  this 
harfh  and  cruel  refufal,  as  well  as 
the  mode  of  it,  to  the  brutality  of 
the  American  general,  are  by  no 
means  fufficient  to  exculpate 
DJEftaing,  from  his  full  (hare  in 
the  tranfaction,  and  in  the  dif- 
grace  belonging  to  it ;  however  it 
may  ferve  to  (hew  their  con fciouf- 
nt(s  that  the  act  was  indefenfible. 

Whatever     D'Eftaing's     merits 
may  be  as  a  naval  commander,  he 
feems  to  have  committed  two  capi- 
tal errors  in  this  adventure  by  land. 
The  firft  was,  his  not  immediately 
attacking  the  Britifh  lines  in  their 
original     weaknefs,     and     before 
General    Prevoft    was    joined    by 
Colonel   Maitland.     The    reafons 
that  may  be  ufed  again  ft  this  mea- 
fure  are  obvious,  and  may  be  an- 
fwered  with  little  difficulty* — The 
fecond    was,    that   as   he   did   lofe 
fo  much  time  in  carrying  on  re- 
regular    approaches    againft    field 
works,    he   (hould    have  (till  con- 
tinued   to    proceed    by    fap,    until 
he   had    fo  far   obviated    the    de- 
fences   of   the    enemy,     that    his 
troops  might    enoage   them    upon 
fomething    approaching    to    equal 
terms  in    the   final  afTault.     If  to 
this  it    be  oppofed,  that    his  fleet 
of  heavy  capital  (hips  was  expofed 
to  great    rifque    and    danger,    by 
lying  fo  long  without  fhelter,  upon 
an  inhofpiuble  coaft,  which  could 


not  afford  any,  and  in  a  rr.ofj:  cri- 
tical feafon  of  the  year;  it  may* 
well  be  anfwered,  that  this  very 
circumftance  afforded  the  ttrongeft 
motive  for  immediately  attacking 
his  enemy  ;  and  confequentlv  could 
afford  no  reafonable  caufe  for  de- 
laying that  attack,  whilil  the  de- 
fen  five  ftrength  on  the  other  iidef  « 
was  daily  increafiftg. 

Whatever  motives  operated  upon 
the  French  commander  in  the  firft 
inflance,  it  feems  as  if  his  temper 
or  patience  failed  him,  in  waiting 
the  (low  refult  of  fap  in  the  fecond. 
It  is  poffible,  that  his  approaches 
had  already  coft  him  more  time'  . 
than  he  expected  ;  that  the  refift- 
ance  was  alfo  much  greater ;  that, 
as  his  batteries  produced  very  little 
effect  upon  the  -Britifh  works,  he: 
was  difappointed  in  that  refpect: 
likewife  ;  and  that  he  finally 
placed,  too  great  a  confidence  itt 
the  fuperiority  of  his  force,  and 
the  goodnefs  of  his  troops.    -■ 

However  that  was,  after  a  very 
heavy  cannonade    and    bombard- 
ment for  feveral  hours,  the   allies 
attacked  the  Britifh  lines,  ~A       , 
with  their  utmolt  force,  Utt'  9th' 
and  with  great  fury,  a  little  before 
day-light.      The   firing   began   oil 
the    left   of  the  Britifh    lines,  butf 
foon   after  became  general.     As  I ff 
was  ftill  too  dark  to   perceive   the* 
movements    of     the    enemy,    and 
uncertain     where    tl^eir    principal, 
attacks    would     take     place,     fid. 
change  was  made  in  the  difpcfitiori 
of  the    Britifh   troop9 ;    but   each 
command  waited  coolly  in  its  poll, 
prepared  for,  and  expecting,  what- 
ever could  happen. 

The  nature  of  the  ground  oft 
both  flanks  of  the  lines,  was  fo 
favourable  to  the  approaches  of 
the  enemy,  that  the  defect  c'orlcj 
not  be  remedied  by  ail  the  (kill 
[0]z  and 
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and  endeavours  of  the  engineer. 
Thus  an  attack  was  to  be  expected , 
towards  either  or  both  of  the 
points.  A  fwampy  hilluw  way  on 
the  right,  mi^ht  bring  the  enemy 
under  cover  to  within  a  very  fmall 
diftance  of  f  me  of  the  principal 
works ;  on  the  left,  the  approach 
was  not  fo  well  covered  ;  but  the 
ground  being  firm  and  clear, 
feeaied  better  calculated  for  the 
operation  of  regular  troops,  or  at 
leafl  more  inviting  to  them,  than 
that  on  the  other  fide.  The  French 
being  likewife  encamped  on  that 
fide,  it  was  expected  that  they 
would  direct  their  whole  force  to 
that  point;  and  that  the  attack  on 
the  other,  if  really  undertaken, 
would  be  left  to  the  Americans. 

The  grand  attack  was,  however, 
directed  to  the  right,  whither, 
D'Eftaing  in  perfon  led  the  flower 
of  both  armies,  and  was  accompa- 
nied by  all  the  principal  officers  of 
each.  They  advanced  in  three  co- 
lumns, under  cover  of  the  hollow 
we  have  mentioned  ;  but  it  feems, 
that  through  the  darknefs,  they 
took  a  greater  circuit,  and  got 
deeper  in  the  bog,  than  they  need- 
ed or  intended  to  have  done  ;  a 
circumftance,  which  befides  a  lofs 
of  critical  time,  could  fcarcely  fail 
of  producing  fome  disarrangement 
or  diibrder.  The  attack  was, 
however,  made  with  greit  fpirit, 
and  fupported'  with  art  extraordi- 
nary iegree  of  obflinate  perfeve- 
rance.  A  redoubt  on  the  Ebene- 
zar  road,  was  the  fce^e  of  much 
action,  lofs  and  gallantry.  It  was 
obftiuately  defended  by  Captain 
Taws;  the  ei;emy  planted  two 
(land  of  colours  on  it;  the  parapet 
was  covered  with  their  dead  ;  at 
length  the  brave  ca;  tain  fell,  gal- 
lantly   fighting   iu    his    reuuubt ; 


his  fword  being  plunged,  at  the 
in  it  ant  of  death,  in  the  body  of 
the  third  enemy  whom  he  had 
(lain  with  his  own  hand.  His 
place  w^s  inftantly  and  equally 
fupplied  by  Captain  Wicknam  ; 
who,  with  better  fortune,  dif- 
playcd  acts  of  the  moft  fignal 
valour. 

While  the  conflict  was  (till  du- 
bious and  bloody,  particularly  at 
that  redoubt,  the  (kill  and  defign 
which  operated  in  the  conitruction 
of  the  new  works,  were  difplayed 
with  great  advantage. .  Three  bat- 
teries which  were  occupied  by  fea- 
m en,  took  the  enemy  in  almoft 
every  direction ;  and  made  fuch 
havock  in  their  ranks,  as  caufed 
fome  little  diibrder,  or  at  lead  oc- 
caiioned  a  paufe  in  their  violence. 
At  that  critical  moment  of  deci- 
fion,  a  body  of  grenadiers  and  ma- 
rines advanced  luddenly  from  the 
lines,  and  charged  the  enemy  with 
fuch  rapidity  and  fury,  throwing 
themfelves  headlong  into  the  ditch- 
es and  works  among  ft  them,  that 
in  an  in  ft  ant,  the  redoubt,  and  a 
battery  to  its  right,  were  totally 
cleared  of  them.  The  victors  did 
not  purfue  their  advantage  with 
lefs  vigour  than  they  had  gained 
it.  The  enemy  were  broken,  rout- 
ed, and  driven  in  the  great  eft  dif- 
order  and  confufion,  through  the 
abbatis  into  the  fwamp.  The 
whole  was  performed  with  fuch  ra- 
pidity, that  three  companies  of 
the  moft  active  troops  in  the  army, 
who  were  ordered  to  fuftain  the 
grenadiers,  could  not,  with  air 
their  celerity,  come  in  for  any 
(hare  cf  the  honour. 

Although  it  was  then  day,  yet 
the  fog  and  the  fmoke  together 
caufed  fo  great  a  darkoef;,  that 
the  general  could  form,  no  accurate 

judgment, 
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judgment,  either  as  to  the  condi- 
tion or  the  difpo  fit  ions  of  the 
enemy ;  and  as  a  con  flan  t  firing 
was  ftill  heard  in  different  parts  <? 
the  lioes,  thefe  circumftances,  all 
together,  prevented  his  venturing 
to  purfue  the  enemy,  in  their 
flight  and  -confufion  acrofs  the 
morafs.  They-  were,  however, 
every  where  re pu lied  ;  bat  as  that 
was  do  we  eHewhere  with  left  diffi- 
culty, fo  their  lofc  was  proportion- 
ally (mailer.  As  the  day  cleared, 
the  works  and  ditches  near  the 
Ebenezar  redoubt,  jwefented  fudi 
a  fpettacle  of  killed  and  wounded, 
as  forne  of  the  officers  and  foldiers 
faid,  had  only  "been  equalled  at 
Bunker's  hill.  At  ten  o'clock,  the 
enemy  requefted  a  truce,  with 
leave  to  bury  the  dead,  and  carry 
off  the  wounded  ;  the  firft  was 
granted  ;  but  a  reftri&ion  laid  in 
point  of  diftance  as  to  the  reft. 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy,  in  killed 
and  wounded,  was,   by  the  loweft 
calculations,  eitimated  from  a  thou- 
sand to  twelve  hundred  men.  The 
French   acknowledged  44  officers, 
and  about   700   private    men,    on 
their   fide   only.     The  amount  of 
the  American  lofs  was  not  acknow- 
ledged.    It  was  faid,  that  nothing 
but  mutual  reproach,  and  the  moil 
violent  animofuy,   now  took  place 
between  the  new  allien.     Each  ac- 
cused the  other   with  bad  conduct 
or  bad  performance,  and  being  the 
author  of  his  own   particular    lofs 
or  difgrace.    It  was  even  faid,  that 
the   troops  on  both  fides  were  with 
diilicuity  retrained  from  proceed- 
ing   to   extremities;   and    that   the 
Fiench  and  American  commanders 
and  principal  officers,  were  as  little 
Satisfied  with  each  other  as  the  pri- 
vate  men.      it    was    likewife    iup- 
poied,   that  a  ilrong  previous  jea- 


loirfy  had  fobii&ed  On  tte  AmtJ 
rican  fiole,  from  SVEftsing'4  foa- 
mofiiag.  the  place  to  &rraide*H»t 

the  arms  of  tlh  e  cF«e  nch  King  onif. '  - 
However  thefe  things  might  b»,; 
nothing  wai  thought  of- oner  by 
either  party,  but  the  jnean*  ef  gfifr-» 
ting  away,  witli  the  greateft  poffi- 
ble  fpeed  and  fafoty.    Hut*itwa*> 
neceflary  to  ma£c  tkw  jpurpofiv  by 
4iM  fupporting  the  appearance  {£«• 
blockade.     The  mhvral  of  A* 
French  heavy  artillery,  taggag*,' 
fick,  and  wounded,  was*  pardctt-' 
lardy  a  work  of  time*  labour,  ;'aia4- 
difficulty.-     Great  cmtitjea    now 
patfed  between  the  French  -caittp* 
and   the  Britifh  lines  ;  and  num- 
ber lefs  apologies  were  offered,  for 
the  refufal  with  refpeft  to  the  wo- 
men  and   children.      They   were 
now  prefled  to  place  themfelves  in 
the  fituation  which  they  had  then 
requefted  ;    and  a  particular  (hip 
of  war  and  commander  were  nam- 
ed, for  the  reception  of  Mrs.  P  re- 
volt, her  children,  and  company. 
The  anfwer   was    blunt  and    fol- 
dierly  ;  that   what  had  been   once ' 
refufed,  .and  that  in  terms  of  in- 
fult,  could  not  in  any  circumrtance 
be  deemed  worth  the  acceptance. 

The  celebrated  Polifh  Count  Po- 
lafki,  whofe  name  has  been  fo  often 
mentioned  in  the  American  war, 
was  mortally  wounded  in  this  ac- 
tion. M.  D'Eitaing  himfelf  was 
forely  wounded  in  two  places. 
Major-General  de  Fontange,  with 
fome  other  French  officers  of  di- 
fthi&ion,  were  likewife  wounded. 
The  lofs  on  the  Britifh  fide  was  in- 
conceiveably  fmall.  Too  much 
could  not  be  faid  in  praife  of 
every  order  of  men  who  compofed 
the  defence  of  the  Savannahs  The 
loyaliits  of  both  the  Carolinas 
were  diftinguiihed ;  nor  ihould  ic 

be 
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be  forgotten,  that  the.  Captains  and 
failors  of  the  tranfports  took  their 
ftation  in  the  batteries,  with  the 
fame  alacrity  as  their  brethren  in 
the  royal  fervice. 

In  fomething  more  than  a  week, 

OB.  1 8th.  «Pon  the  clearing  up 
of  a  fog,  it  was  dif- 
covered,  that  the  French  and 
Americans  had  abandoned  their 
camps  in  the  preceding  night. 
Some  pur  fait  was  made,  but  it  was 
foon  found,  that  they  had  broken 
down  all  the  bridges  behind  them, 
and  purfued  their  refpe&ive  routs 
with  the  great  eft  celerity.  It  was 
computed,   that  the  French  did 


not  lofe  lefs  in  every  way,  than 
1 500  men  on  this  adventure.  Their 
commander  found  his  fleet,  as  much 
out  of  heart  and  condition,  and 
nearly  as  fickly  as  his  army.  He 
accordingly  totally  abandoned  the 
coaft  of  America,  about  the  ift  of 
November,  and  proceeded  with  the 
greater  part  of  his  fleet  direilly  to 
France;  the  reft  having  returned 
to  the  Weft-Indies.  Such  was  the' 
beginning  and  ending  of  M.  D'Ef- 
taing's  American  campaign  ;  and 
fuch  the  iflue,  of  the  great  deiigus 
he  had  formed,  and  the-  mighty 
hopes  he  had  conceived. 
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j  A  tf  tf  a  r  y. 

*  '  ■  ^HE  new  year  was  uflier- 
X  ed  in  with  the  moft 
violent  gale  of  wind  that  has  been 
experienced  fince  the  remarkable 
one  that  happened  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  prefent  century*  It  is 
impoffible  for  us  to  fpare  room  to 
enumerate  one- third  of  the  mif- 
chiefs  and  accidents  it  produced  *. 
fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  the  danger 
was  universal  ;  and  that  every 
public  and  private  building  in  and 
near  the  metropolis,  as  well  as  the 
Ihipping  in  the  river,  fuftained 
fome  damage  from  its  tempeftuous 
violence.  We  mail  add  the  fol- 
lowing accident,  as  a  proof  of  the 
truth  of  our  aflertion. 

A  (rack  of  chimnies  was  blown 
down  at  the  Qneen's  palace,  which 
broke  through  the  roof  into  the 
apartments  of  three  of  the  young 
t\-inces.  Their  Majefiies  got  up 
and  went  into  all  the  apartments, 
to  fee  if  any  of  the  children  or  fa- 
mily were  hurt,  but  no  difafter 
had  happened  to  them  ;  though  it 
was  next  to  a  miracle,  that  the 
three  Princes  abovementionedwerc 
not  killed  in  their  beds. 

Advices  from  Oxford,  Cam- 
bridge, Norwich,  and  almoft  eve- 
ry city  and  town  of  the  kingdom 

Vol.  XX1L 


alio  mention  great  damages  to  have 
been  fuftained  in  public  and  pri* 
vate  property,  from  the  fame 
caufe. 

By  the  above  gale  of  wind*  great 
damage  was  done  to  the  ihipping 
all  around  the  ifland.  The  York 
Eaft-Indiaman,  jail  arrived  from 
Bengal,  was  run  afhore  in  Mar- 
gate Roads ;  and  from  various  ac- 
counts received  from  the  fea-ports, 
it  is  computed  that  upwards  of 
300  veflels  have  been  loft,  in  which 
a  considerable  number  of  mariners 
have  perifhed.  What  is  yery  re- 
markable and  providential,  the 
fouthern  channel  felt  none  of  its 
fury,  fo  that  the  fleet  of  merchant* 
men  and  convoy,  which  had  jail 
failed  from  St.  Helen's,  proceeded 
on  their  voyage  without  knowing 
that  fuch  a  form  had  happened. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  an  Qjker  0* 
board  the  RuffH  Man  of  War* 
//tf/o/Spithead,  Jan.  1.  contain* 
ing  an  Account  of  the  running 
down  of  tbt  London  Eaft-India- 
man* 

t€  We  failed  from  hence  on  Sa-* 
turd  ay  laft  the  26th  ult*  with  one 
of  the  fined  fleets  ever  feen ;  but* 
alas  1  we  met  with  our  ufual  ill* 
luck.  On  Monday  laft,  off  Ber* 
ry-Head*  it  blowing  a  fcelh  breeze* 
and  under  dofe-xeefed  top- fail s» 
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the  wind  at  fouth-weft,  being  near 
the   London  Eaft-Indiaman,    and 
finding  we  could  not  weather  her, 
ihe  on  one  tack  and   we  on   the 
other,  we  bore  away,  during  which, 
ihe  clapped  her  helm  a-weather, 
and  we  ran  right  on  board,  which 
Hove  in  her  bow;  in  half  an  hour 
ihe  funk,  and  the  greater  part  of 
her  crew  perifhed  ;  out  of  160  only 
50  were  faved  I  it  was  a  moft  dif- 
mal  fcene  to  behold  the  men  Hand- 
ing on   the  gunnel  as   ihe  went 
down.     What  rendered  the  fcene 
Hill  mdre  melancholy,  a  man   of 
war's  boat  with  feveral  hands,  who 
very  humanely,  at   the  rifque  of 
their  own  lives,    had  picked   up 
ten  Or  eleven  of  the  London's  crew, 
and  were    endeavouring   to    fave 
more,  got  directly  over  the  place 
where  ihe  went  down,  the  faction 
of  which  was  fo  great,  that  it  drew 
the    boat    under,    and    they    all 
perifhed.     More  of  the  crew  would 
have  been  faved,    but  that   they 
were  kept  at  the  pumps  too  long, 
in  order,  if  poflible,  to  fave  the 
ihip.     Our  head  and  cut-water  are 
entirely  gone,  and  our  bowfprit, 
I  "believe,  is  fprung,  as  we  carried 
away  the  fore-maft  and  bowfprit. 
We  faved  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
hands.     The   Refource   was    fent 
by  the  admiral  to  take  care  of  us, 
Fearing  we  might    prove   leaky; 
but,    thank    God,    we    are  "not, 
though  her  anchor  went  through 
our  bow." 

At  fix  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, a  dreadful  fire  broke  out 
at  Greenwich  -  hofpital,  which 
burnt  moft  furioufly.  At  ten 
o'clock  the  chapel  (the  moft  beau- 
tiful in  the  kingdom,)  the  dome 
On  the  fouth-eaft  quarter  of  the 
building,  and.  the  great  dining* 
hall,  were  en tiwlyooRfuined.  The 
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refervoirs  at  the  top  of  the  build- 
ing were  unfortunately  almoft 
empty,  and  no  water  to  be  had 
for  fome  time,  but  by  a  line  of 
penfioners  who  handed  buckets 
from  the  Thames ;  but  (his  fupply 
was  fo  very  inadequate,  that  the 
fire  raged  for  feveral  hours  with 
unreflrained  fury  :  a  great  many  of 
the  wards  were  deftroyed,  and  the 
weft  wing,  in  which  is  the  beauti- 
ful painted- hall,  was  in  great 
danger,  as  the  wind  fet  that  way. 
About  eleven  o'clock  feveral  en- 
gines arrived  from  London,  and 
the  fire  was  got  under  in  the  even- 
ing. The  damage  done  is  im- 
menfe,  and  it  will  coft  a  v^ry  large 
fum  to  re  ft  ore  the  hofpital  to  its 
former  beauty  and  elegance.  The 
fire  began  in  the  taylor's  fhop, 
wherein  the  men  had  been  at  work 
the  preceding  day,  but  had  ming- 
led holiday  rejoicing  too  much,  with 
their  labours. 

The  following  are  the  wards 
burnt  down  at  the  late  fire  at 
Greenwich-hofpital,  viz*  King's, 
Queen's,  Prince  of  Wales,  Duke 
of  Yoik's,  and  Anfon's,  befides 
two  or  three  others  confiderably 
damaged  that  are  in  that  quarter  : 
the  walls  however  of  the  mall,  to- 
gether with  that  of  the  chapel, 
remain  nearly  entire.  The  grand 
hall  has  not  fuftained  the  lead  in- 
jury, the  fire  being  confined  to  the 
fouth-eaft  quarter. 

Being  the  day  appointed  for  , 
the  trial.  0/  Admiral  Keppel  ?tJK 
at  Portfmouth,  at  nine  in  the 
morning  Admiral  Pye,  as  admiral 
of  the  white,  and  prefident  of  the 
court-martial,  hoifted  his  flag  on 
board  the  Britannia.  ^ee  Appendix^ 

Edinburgh,  Jan.  8.  The  towns 
of  Glafgow,  Perth,  Dundee,  Dun- 
fermline,    Kilmarnock,    Stirling-,. 

Dunfe, 


Dunfe,  &c.  and  a  great  many 
others,  entered  into  refolutions  to 
oppofe  to'  the  utmoft  any  relaxa- 
tion of  the  laws  againft  the  Ro- 
man Catholicks. 

A  great  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Glafgow  alfo  formtfd 
them  felves  into  a  fociety  to  oppofe 
the  Roman  Catholick  bill,  the* 
fame  as  the  fociety  at  Edinburgh, 
under  the  denomination  of  friends 
to  the  Proteftant  intereft. 

Kirkwall,  in  Orkney,  December  1 2t 
The  Brig  Fortune  is  returned 
from  SulSkery  to  Stromnefs  har- 
bour, having  carried  home  the 
nine  men  who  had  been  left  upon 
that  rock,  all  of  them  in  better 
health  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pected. They  were  19  days  and 
nights  upon  tne  ifland,  the  great- 
eft  part  of  that  time  being  as  tem- 
peftuous  weather  as  has  been  known 
there  for  many  winters  paft.  They 
built  a  hut  for  them  felves  of  done 
and  fods,  the  wooden  battotts 
which  .they  carried  along  with 
them  to  kill  the  feals  fupfported 
the  roof,  which  was  of  fod  and 
feal-fkin  *  but  it  could  not  keep 
oat  the  rain  and  fpray  from  the 
fea,  with  which  the  whole  ifland  is 
covered  when  the  wind  blows  high. 
As  they  had  no  fire*  they  con* 
tented  themfelves  with  eating  the 
flefh  of  young  feals  raw,  differerit 
kinds  of  fea  weed,  particularly 
dulfe,  and  a  considerable  quantity 
of  fcurvy-grafs.  They  fuffered 
molt  by  want  of  blankets  to  keep 
them  warm  in  the  night  time. 
They  endeavoured  to  fupply  this 
by  mats,  which  they  made  of  long 
withered  grafs,  with  which  this 
ifland  is  covered  in  the  winter  fea- 
fon ;  but  a*  thefe  and  their  clothes 
were  conftantly  wet,  it  did  not  an- 
fwer  the  intention* 


c-ti  ronic  Lfi.  t^g 

At  Hicks's  Hall  yefter-  .. 
day,  John  Powel  was  tried  **  . 
on  an  indictment  for- fteal in g  deai 
bodies  out  of  the  burying- ground 
of  St.  George's,  Hanover- fquare* 
when  he  was  fentenced  to  be  pub* 
lickly  whipped,  which  was  imme** 
diately  inflided; 

.  At  the  Quarter-  feffions  of  the 
Peace  for  Surry,  held  at  St.  Mar* 
garet*s-hill,  Southwark,  Humphry 
Finnimore,  Efq;  a  perfon  of  76 
years  of  age,  and  who  ha*  an  in*, 
come  of  upwards  of  $ool.  a  yeaiv 
was  convi&ed  of  Healing  Eve  tar* 
kies,  the  property  of  ThonMflT 
Humphries,  mailer,  of  the  Gipfyr 
houfe,  near  Norwood.  ; 

The  feffions  ended  at  the  , 
Old  Bailey*  when  the  fol-  I( 
lowing  prisoners  received  fentenei 
of  death,  viav.  Pierre  Mafleau,  for 
burglarioufly  breaking  and  inter* 
ing  the  dwelling -houfe-  of  Joihfc 
Harriot,  the  White  Horfe  Cellar^ 
in  Piccadilly,  with  an  intent  W 
ileal ;  he  was  recommended  fy 
the  jury  as  an  object  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  mercy;  John  Hutton,  fot 
ftealing  a  lamb,  the  property  of  John 
Vinten,  out  of  the  fheep-pene*  in 
Smithfield ;  Henry  Hall,  William 
Helfdon,  and  Thomas  Ofborn,  fot 
a  burglary  in  the  dwelling-noufe 
of  Mr.  Wood,  at  Mill  Hill,*  Heal 
don,  and  Healing  a  quantity  of 
household  furniture  ;  Williaak- 
Binns  and  John  Bird,  for  robbing. 
Anne  Hanams  on  the  highway  of 
a  bundle  of  linen. 

Philip  Sherwin,  for  a  rape  on 
his  own  daughter,  a  child  of  ted 
years  of  age,  was  acquitted. 

Plymouth,  Jan\  26.     On  SataN 
day  night  laft,  between  the  hour* 
of  1 1  and  12,  a  man  was  difcovcr* 
ed  on  the  wall  of  the  dockyard^- 
near  the  hemp*honffe   The  watch** 
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'man  Rationed  there,  immediately 
fired,  on  which  he  jumped  off, 
and  although  inftantly  purfucd 
could  not  be  found;  The  method 
he  made  ufe  of  to  get  on  the  wall, 
was  by  the  means  of  a  large  fifh- 
hook  fattened  to  a  fmall  cord:  this 
was  thrown  over  the  wall,  by  which 
means  he  hauled  himfelf  up :  in 
his  hand  he  took  a  fmall  rope  with 
a  ba fleet  fixed  to  it,  in  which  was 
contained  a  pint  bottle  of  gunpow- 
der* fome  match,  and  a  dark  lan- 
tern :  it  was  foppofed  he  intended 
(when  got  on  -the  wall)  to  pull 
thefe  materials  after  him.  A  long 
piece  of  match  was  fattened  to  the 
bottle,  and,  what  is  very  remark- 
able, a  window  of  the  hemp-houfe 
was  left  open  at  the  place  he 
afcended.  The  fcheme  feems 
highly  probable  to  have  been  con- 
certed, as  it  happened  on  a  very 
dark  night,  and  when  the  yard- 
men weie  paid  off,  as  on  thofe 
nights  they  generally  drink  rather 
freely,  Several  of  the  people  be- 
ionging  to  the  hemp  houfe  have 
been  examined,  but  nothing  has 
tranfpired  to  effect  a  difcovery. 

Died,  On  the  20th  of  this 
mon.h,  in  the  morning,  at  his 
bcufe  on  the  Ad  el  phi  Terrace, 
tiniverfally  lamented,.  David  Gar- 
n  k,  Efq;  the  firil  of  a&ors,  the 
niolfc  affectionate  hafrand,  the 
kindeft  relation,  the-  mod  gene- 
rous benefactor,  and  Che  warm-ell 
fi lead.  By  his  uncommon  thea- 
trical talents,  he,  for  near  forty 
ycaF*,  coHcinued  to  command  the 
unbounded  applaufe  of  an  admir- 
ing pu'w-ic,  and  gave  a  new  luftre 
and  dignity  to  the  profeffion  itfelf, 
pf  whicl\,  he  was  fo  diftinguifhed 
an  'ornament.  In  grivate  life  he 
was  fo  amiable,,  that  he  was  not 
6&ly  the  familiar  companion,  but 


the  intimate  friend,  of  fome  of  thft 
firft  characters  of  the  age,  by  whom 
-his  lofs  is  moft  feverely  felt,  and 
moll  lincercly  regretted.  *  He  had 
for  many  years  been  unfortunately 
afflicted  with  fits  of  the  ilone  and 
gravel,  which,  at  length  affected 
his  kidnies,  and  occasioned  his 
death,  in  the  fixty-fecond  year  of 
his.  age.  For  the  laft  four  days  of 
his  life  he  laboured  under  a  fup- 
predion  of  urine,  which  brought 
on  a  mortification,  and  thence  put 
a  period  to  his  exiflence  :  as  is 
ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  he  expired 
without  exprefling  the  leaft  ten  fa  - 
tion  of  pain,  nor  did  he  appear  to 
have  felt  any  for  more  than  thirty 
hours  preceding  the  moment  of 
his  death. 

The  managers  €>f  Drury-Lane, 
as  a  token  of  their  regard  for  Mr* 
Garrick's  memory,  (hut  up  the 
houfe  as  foon  as  they  heard  of  his 
death,  and  no  play  was  performed 
there  chat  evening/  The  compli- 
ment was  no;  handfomer  than  it 
was  jirfL 

Mr,  Garrick's  diforder  was,  (as 
Mr*  Pott  predicted  previous  to  the 
opening  of  the  body)  the.  palfy  in 
the  kidnies,  which  mouldered 
away  on  being  handled.  Tho 
ducts  leading  from  the  kidnies  to 
the  bladder  were  fo  Hopped,  that 
a  probe  wouid  not  pais  through 
them.  In  the  bladder  was  a  Hone 
the  fize  of  a  pullet's  egg ;  but 
with  that  he  might  have  lived 
many  years.  Twelve  months  fmce 
Mr.  Pott  fearched  the  bladder, 
and  no  Hone  was  there  ;  fa  that  it 
mu-ft  have  accumulated  within 
that  time  j  the  heart, ,  liver,  and 
langs  were  found,  the  irtteftines 
adhered  to  the  fides  j  and  Mr.  Pott 
declared  he  never  faw  a  fubject  fo 
iuteraally  fat. 

The 
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The  exaft  amount  of  the  duty 
©n  hops  fcT  1778,  is  169,345!. 
os.  9d.  which  is  115,600!.  more 
than  any  former.  The  itock  in 
hand  is  nearly  equal  to  four  years 
confumption. 


FEBRUARY. 

a  The^corpfe  of  David  Gar- 
rick,  Efq;  was  interred  in 
Weftminfter  Abbey,  with  great 
funeral  pomp  and  folemnity. 
His  pali  was  fupported  by 
Lord  Camden,  Earl  of  Oflbry, 
Right  Hon.  Mr.  Rigby,  Hon.  Mr. 
Stanley,  J.  Patterfon,  Efq;  Duke 
of  Devonmire,  Earl  Spencer,  Vif- 
count  Palmerfton,  Sir  Watkin 
Williams  Wynne,  Albany  Wal- 
lis,  Efq;  And,  from  his  late  houfe 
on  the  Adelphi  Terrace,  \he  hearfe 
was  followed  by  more  than  50 
coaches  of  the  principal  nobility 
and  gentry  in  and  about  the  me- 
tropolis. 

By  his  will,  he  left  his  buft  of 
Shakefpeare  (after  his  wife's  death,) 
and  his  collection  of  old  plays,  to 
the  BritifhMufeum ;  and  the  houfes 
in  Drury-Lane,  which  he  bought 
of  the  fund  for  decayed  ac"tors  of 
the  theatre  there,  back  again  to 
that  fund.  As  the  public  is  no 
farther  interefted  in  his  will,  it 
were  wafte  of  room  to  record  it. 
He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Here- 
ford, and  baptifed  Feb.  28,  17 16. 
His  will  is  dated  September  24, 
1778,  and  he  died  Jan.  20,  1779. 
He  is  faid  to  have  died  worth 
ioo,cool.  He  appointed  Lord 
Camden,  Right  Hon.  Richard 
Rigby,  John  Patterfon,  Efq;  and 
Albany  Wallis,  Efq;  executors  of 
kis  will, 


Edinburgh',  Feb.  3.  On  Friday 
laft,.  copies  of  the  following  letter 
were  dropt  in  the  different  ftreett 
and  lanes  in  the  city  of  Edin- 
burgh.  - 

"  Men  and  Brethren, 
"  Whoever  (hall  find  this  Icter 
will  take  as  a  warning  to  meet  at 
Leith  Wynd  on  Wednefday  next 
in  the  evening,  to  pull  down  that 
pillar  of  Popery  lately  e reded 
there. 

A  Protestant. 

Edinburgh  Jan,  29,   1 779. 

€€  P.  S.  Pleafe  to  read  this  care-  * 
fully,  keep  it  clean,  and  drop  it 
fomewhere  elfe.      For  King  and 
Country.  r    Unity." 

In  cohfequence  of  this  letter,  a 
mob  laft  night  affembled  at  a  houfe 
at   the  foot  of  Chalmer's   Clofe, 
part  of  which  was  intended  for  a 
Popifh  church,  but  had  not  hither- 
to been  occupied ;  the  reft  of  the 
building  was  pofTefTed  by  a  clergy- 
man of  that  profeffion.     They  be- 
gan by  breaking  the  windows,  but 
their   number   being    greatly    in- 
creafed,  they  proceeded  to-  deftroy 
the  furniture,  and  at  laft  fet  it  on 
fire.      The  magiftrates    attended, 
and   ufed    every    means   in    their 
power  to  prevent  them  from  ac- 
complifhing  their  defign,    but  in 
vain  ;    for    notwithstanding    their 
efforts,  and  thofe  of  the  city  guard, 
and  a  party   of  the  fouth    fenci- 
l>les,  the  whole  infide  of  the* houfe 
was  reduced  to  afhes.     This  fore- 
noon a  party  of  the  fame  rioters, 
it  is  imagined,  attacked  the  chapel 
in   Black- friars- wynd,    the   whole 
furniture  of  which,  together  with  a 
valuable  colle&ionof  books  &c.  thev 
either  deftroyed  or  carried  off.   Af- 
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%er  which  they  broke  the  windows, 
&c.  of  feveral  individuals  whom 
they  knew  to  be  Catholics.  The 
xnagiftrates  this  day  iflued  a  pror 
clamation  defiring  mailers  to  keep 
in  their  fervants  and  apprentices ; 
notwitliftanding  which,  great  num- 
bers afTembled  in  the  evening  in 
the  College-court,  with  ah  inten- 
tion, as  they  faid,  of  knocking 
down  the  houfe  of  Principal  Ro- 
bertfon,  who,  they  imagined,  fa- 
voured the  Popifh  bill  :  fortunate- 
ly a  party  of  Dragoons  arriving 
before  they  could  eSeft  their  pur- 
pofe,  they  difperfed,  and  left  the 
city  in  peace,  on  being  afTured  by 
the  magiilrates,  that  all  thoughts 
of  bringing  in  the  bill  were  laid 
afide. 

■  ,  This  day,  by  virtue  of  a 
5  •  commiflion  from  his  Majefty, 
the  following  bills  received  the 
royal  affent,  viz. 

The  bill  for  more  fpeedy  and  ex- 
peditious recruiting  his  Majefty's 
land  forces  and  marines. 

The  bill  for  better  regulating 
his  Majefty's  marine  forces  when 
on  more. 

The  bill  for  allowing  the  im- 
portation of  fine  Italian  organzined 
thrown  filk  for  a  limited  time. 

The  bill  for  the  better  prefe na- 
tion of  the  oyfter  fifhery  at  Whit- 
iftable  ;  and  aifo  to  feveral  private 
bills. 

The  Lieutenant  and  Midfhip- 
man  who  entered  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Ax  ford,  and  impreffed  his  (hop- 
man,  received  judgment  on  Wed- 
nefday  in  the  Court  of  KingV 
bench,  to  pay  each  a  fine  of  1 3s. 
$d._  and  to  be  imprifoned  for  one 
month  in  the  King's-bench. 

,  Was  tried  in  the  Ecclefi- 

9-  aftical  Court,  Dodtors  Com- 
mxuis,    the   long   depending    fait 
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brought  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sellon* 
Redtor  of  Clerkenwell,  againftthe 
Rev.  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Jones, 
for  preaching  in  Northampton 
Chapel  without  leave  of  the  in- 
cumbent (Mr.  Sellon),  or  a  li- 
cence of  the  bifhop ;  when  the 
judge  condemned  the  defendants 
in  coils  of  fuit,  and  ordered  a 
writ  of  monition  to  fhut  up  the 
chapel. 

Laft  night  when  the  news  1 
arrived  from  Portfmouth  of 
the  honourable  acquittal  of  Admi- 
ral Keppel  by  the  Court-Martial, 
the  windows  of  the  houfes  in  the 
principal  flreets  of  London  and 
Weflminfler  were  illuminated  with 
lamps,  candles,  &c.  and  different 
devices,  and  the  portico  of  the 
Manfion  -  houfe  was  illuminated 
with  upwards  of  300  glafs  lamps. 

The  bulls  of  feveral  churches 
were  rung,  guns  fired,  and  other 
demonftrations  of  joy  prevailed. 

A  guard,  both  horie  and  foot, 
was  placed  before  the  houfe  lately 
occupied  by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  in 
Pali-Mall,  which  went  off  about 
one,  foon  after  which,  the  moh 
having  firft  broke  all  the  windows 
of  that  houfe,  proceeded  to  break 
open  the  door,  deftroyed  great 
part  of  the  furniture,  and  threw 
the  reft  out  of  the  windows.  The 
guard  was  again  fent  for,  and  fe- 
veral of  the  rioters  taken  in  the 
houfe,  and  committed  to  prifon. 

The  windows  and  doors  of  Lord 
George  Germain's  houfe  in  Pall- 
mall,'  were  likewife  demolifhed. 

Moft  of  *the  windows  of  the  Adr 
miralty  were  deftroyed  by  the  mob, 
who  took  the  gates  from  the  hinges, 
and  thereby  got  into  the  Courts 
yard. 

A  party  of  the  mob  alfo  broka 
all  the  fedan  chairs  near  the  Ad- 
miralty, 
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miralty,  and  made  a  bonfire  with 
them  before  the  gates.  'Some  of 
the  mob  feemed  not  to  be  of  the 
lower  clafs. 

About  three  o'clock  an  attack 
was  made  upon  Lord  North's 
.houfe,  in  Downing-ftreet,  where 
the  rioters,  after  breaking  the 
windows,  burft  open  the  fhutters, 
and  attempted  to  get  into  the 
houfe.  In  abtfut  half  an  hour  a 
fmall  party  of  foot  guards  appear- 
ed, which  was  foon  followed  by  a 
detachment  of  horfe.  Juftice  Ad- 
dington  attended  at  Lord  North's, 
and  read  the  Riot- Ad.  Sixteen  of 
the  ring-leaders  were  fecured,  and 
the  reft  fufFered  to  efcape. 

Capt.  Hood's  houfe  in  Harley- 
ilreet,  fufFered  alfo  in  the  fame 
manner;  as  likewife  the  houfe  of 
Lord  Mulgrave  in  Berkeley-fquare. 

Effigies  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
were  carried  about,  fufpended  by 
the  neck,  and  afterwards  burnt. 

.,  This  evening  there  was 

i2tn.  .  &,   .lt 

again  a  general  illumina- 
tion throughout  the  cities  of  Lon- 
don and  Weftminfter.  The  Mo- 
nument was  finely  illuminated. 

A  Court  of  Common  Council 
was  held,  and  a  motion  made  and 
feconded,  that  the  thanks  of  the 
court  be  given  to  the  Honourable 
Auguftus  Keppel,  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Another  motion  was  made,  and 
the  queilion  put,  that  the  freedom  of 
this  city  be  prefented  to  Admiral 
Keppel  in  a  box  made  of  heart 
of  oak,  richly  ornamented.  Agreed 
to. 
^  ,  Yeflerday  one  James  Do- 

'  '  nally  was  brought  before 
Sir  John  Fielding  in  Bow-ftreet, 
by  Lord  Fielding,  eldeft  fon  of  the 
Earl  of  Denbigh,  charged  with 
attempting)  at  two  different  time*, 


viz.  on  Saturday  and  Monday, 
(the  firft  of  which  times  he  got 
away  from  his  lordfhip,  who  then 
attempted  to  fecure  him)  to  extort 
money  from  his  lordfhip,  by  threat-' 
ening  to  accufe  him  of  unnatural 
crimes.  And  this  day  he  was 
again  examined,  when  the  Hon.' 
Mr.  Fielding,  the  younger  fon  ef 
Lord  Denbigh,  appeared  alfo  and 
fwore,  that  on  Saturday  laft  the 
prifoner  attacked  him  in  the  fame 
manner,  threatened  to  accufe  him 
of  unnatural  crimes  if  he  did  not 
give  him  money,  and  infolently 
bid  Mr.  Fielding  take  care  what 
he  was  about,  as  he,  Donally, 
-would  charge  him  with  the  fa& 
at  fuch  a  time  that  Mr.  Fielding 
could  not  prove  an  Alibi.  This 
Old  Bailey  expreffion  obtained  half  a 
guinea  from  Mr.  Fielding ;  but  the 
villain,  not  content  with  it,  al- 
though the  whole  Mr.  Fielding 
had  in  his  pocket,  infilled  on  more, 
when  Mr.  Fielding  went  to  a  Grot- 
cer,  whom  the  Earl  of  Denbigh 
dealt  with,  and  borrowed  a  guinea, , 
which  he  alfo  gave  to  Donally, 
when  the  latter  went  away,  and 
Mr.  Fielding  was  obliged  te;,*te- 
turn  home  for  another  half  guinea 
to  go  to  the  play.  He  was  im- 
mediately committed  for  a  high- 
way robbery  on  Mr.  Fielding. 

The  feflions  ended  at  the  ; 
Old  Bailey,  when  the  above  " 
mentioned  James  Donally  was  ca- 
pitally convided  of  the  above  oY- 
fence.  The  prifoner  in  his  defence 
urged  a  point  of  law,  and  fubmit- 
ted  it  to  the  judges,  Buller  and 
Perryn,  whether  it  was  a  ftrdet 
robbery.  He  alfo  faid  that  the 
charge  was  never  thought  of  till 
Mr.  Fielding  came  to  the  public- 
office  in  Bow-ftreet,  where  Sir 
John  Fielding  put-itinto  the  pw>- 
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fecuior's  head.  This  was  pofi- 
tively  denied  by  Lord  and  Mr. 
Fielding,  on  oath.  Judge  Buller 
obferved  to  the  jury,  that  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  pri loner's  defence 
was  an  high  aggravation  of  his 
offence ;  for  he  accufed  Sir  John 
Fielding  of  fubornation,  and  Lord 
gnd  Mr.  Fielding  with  abfolute 
perjury.  With  regard  to  the  for- 
mer part  of  it,  his  lordftiip  ob- 
ferved, that  to  conftitute  a  high- 
way robbery  there  was  no  neceflity 
for  corporal  fear  ;  for  if  a  perfon 
gives  his  money  under  terror  of 
mind,  and  compulfively,  and 
again  it  his  will,  or  for  fear  of 
Jofs  of  character,  it  is  in  law  efta- 
bli.T.ed  to  be  a  capital  offence ; 
nor  was  there  any  neceflity  for  a 
perfon  fo  giving  his  money  to  be 
in  dread  of  his  life  by  a  charge 
exhibited  againft  him  ;  it  was  fuf- 
iicient  that  the  money  was  obtained 
under  terror  of  mind,  &c.  Under 
this  direction  the  jury  found  him 
guilty;  but  Judge  Buller  refpi ted 
Sentence  until  the  opinion  of  the 
twelve  judges  can  be  had,  he  tak- 
ing the  verdict  of  the  jury,  that 
"  the  money  was  obtained  under 
terror  of  mind," 

On  the  fame  day,  the  following 
convicts  received  fentence  of  death : 
Robert  Dare,  for  robbing  his 
miftrefs  of  a  gold  Aide ;  John  Rich- 
mond,  for  hoafe- breaking;  James 
Wooley,  for  flea  ling  (lockings ; 
John  Huddey,  for  burglary ;  Naph- 
thali  Jacobs,  a  Jew,  for  dealing 
kitchen  furniture,  &c. ;  William 
Germain,  for  borfe- Healing;  Fred. 
John  Euftace,  for  dealing  linen, 
Sec,  5  Sarah  Hill,  for  dealing  wear- 
ing apparel ;  Thomas  Norman, 
for  a  flreet  robbery ;  Rowland 
Jtidgley,  who  in  December  feffion 
W#9  cpnyi&ed  pf  having  in  his  pqf- 


f  flion  a  certain  implement  for 
coining,  and  whofe  judgment  was 
refpi  ted  for  the  opinion  of  the 
judges. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  to  be 
iflued  for  electing  a  member  for 
Scarborough  in  the  room  of  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer,  who  has  accepted 
the  place  of  fteward  of  the  three 
Chiltern  hundreds. 

The  amount  of  the  employments 
refigned  by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  viz. 
his  feat  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
and  his  Lieutenancy  of  the  Ma- 
rines, amounts  to  no  lefs  a  fain 
than  4000I.  per  annum. 

About  one  o'clock  this  , 

day,  the  deputation  of  al-  2  * 
dermen  and  commons  of  London, 
waited  upon  Admiral  Keppel,  at 
his  houfe  in  Audlcy-ftreet,  where 
they  delivered  him  the  freedom  of 
the  city  of  London  in  a  box  made 
of  heart  of  oak,  ornamented  with 
gold.  Having  refremed  them*, 
felves,  they  fet  out  at  3  o'clock, 
in  the  following  proceffion,  to 
dine  at  the  London  Tavern,  in 
the  city,  The  two  city  marfhalg 
on  horfeback,  their  horfes  adornr 
ed  with  blue  ribbons ;  Alderman 
Croiby,  as  fenior  alderman  in  his 
own  coach,  with  a  failor  behind 
Carrying  a  blue  flag,  with  the 
word  KEPPEL  in  large  red  let- 
ters :  next,  that  of  the  admiral,  in 
which  he  rode  with  Lord  R.  Ca- 
vendifh  on  his  right  hand ;  after 
the.m  two  or  three  na^al  officers, 
the  other  aldermen,  commoners, 
an-4  city-officers  in  their  own  car- 
riages. At  Charing  Crofs  the 
moo,  who  were  now  become  very 
numerous,  taking  off  the  admi- 
ral's horfes,  drew  him  themfelves  $ 
and  three  failors,  after  difplacing 
the  coachman,  got  upon  the  box, 
Wtare  they  kmtA  jtlfc  flag  from 
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the  alderman's  coach.  Soon  after, 
this  the  proceflion  was  joined  by 
the  Marine  Society,  with  emble- 
matical fireamers,  which  followed 
the  city  marfhals.  At  Temple-bar 
a  band  of  martial  mufic  received' 
him,  and  another  at  the  Obelifk, 
-At  the  bottom  of  Fieet-ftreet.  They 
arrived  at  the  London  tavern  about 
five  o'clock,  amidft  the  acclama- 
tions of  a  prodigious  crowd ;  and 
at  night  the  Manfion-houfe  was 
illuminated,  and  there  was  the 
moft  general  illumination  through- 
out London  and  Weftminfter  ever 
known. 

,  The  entertainment  which 

5  "  was  intended  for  Admiral 
Keppel  by  the  Weft-India  planters 
and  merchants,  and  which  was 
fixed  for  to-day,  was  put  off  by 
the  particular  defire  of  the  Admi- 
ral, from  an  apprehenfion  that  the 
excefTes  which  were  committed  on 
Saturday  laft,  and  which  he  or  his 
friends  could  not  reprcfs,  might  be 
renewed  on  this  occafion. 

Died,  Ifaac  de  Groot,  great 
grandfon  to  the  learned  Grotius, 
He  had  long  been  fupported  by 
private  donations,  and  at  length 
was  provided  for  in  the  Charter- 
houfe,  where  he  died. 


MARCH. 

,  This  day  came  on  to  be 
3d'  tried  before  Earl  Mansfield, 
at  Guildhall,  a  caufe  in  which  a 
free  black  of  Anamaboe,  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  named  AmifTa, 
was  plaintiff,  and  a  commander 
of  a  Liverpool  trader,  defendant. 
The  circumftances  of  the  plaintiff's 
cafe  were  thefe  :  In  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1774,  the  defendant 
was  lying  with  his  fhip  at  Anama- 


boe, and  being  in  want  of  hands, 
hired  the  plaintiff  as  a  failor  to  af- 
fift  in  navigating  the  fhip,  and  ad- 
vanced   him    part  of  his   wages. 
When  the  fhip  arrived  at  Montego 
Bay,  in  Jamatca,  the  plaintiff  was 
fent  with  three  other  failors  to  row 
fpme  flaves  on  fhore,   which  the 
defendant  had  fold  to  a  planter 
there;  but  as  the  defendant  had 
previoufly  fold  the  plaintiff  alfo  as  ' 
a  flave,  the  planter  would  not  fuf-- 
fer  him  to  return,  but  fent  him  up 
to  the  mountains,  add  there  em- 
ployed him  as  a  flave.     When  the 
defendant  returned  with:  his  fhip 
to  Anamaboe,  he  gave  out  to  the 
plaintiff's  friends  that  he  had  died 
on  his  pafTage  ;  but  a  black  hap- 
pened to  return  to  Anamaboe  a7 
year  or  two  afterwards,  and  giving 
aa  account  that  he  had  left  the 
plaintiff  in  fl  a  very  at  Jamaica,  the 
king,  and  other  great  people  of 
the  country,  defired  Capt.  E.  who 
was  then  on  the  coaft  with  his  fhip, 
on  his  arrival  at  Jamaica, 'to  pur- 
chafe  the  plaintiff's  redemption, 
and  to  fend  him  back  to  his  friends, 
the  expences^f  which  they  under- 
took to  pay ;    and   the  better  to 
identify  his  perfon,  they  diretted 
the  fon  of  one  Quaw,  a  gold-taker 
at  Anamaboe,  to  accompany  Capt. 
E.    on   his   voyage.      Soon   after 
their  arrival  at  Jamaica,  they  found 
out   the   plaintiff,   redeemed  him 
after  a  flavery  of  near  three  years, 
and  brought  him  to  London,  where 
the  matter  was  laid  before  the  Af- 
rican Committee,  who  ordered  the 
defendant  to  be  profecuted,  as  a 
means    of  deterring   captains  of 
mips  from  the  like   practices  in 
future.     The  learned  judge  who 
tried  the  caufe,   fummed  up  the 
evidence  with  fuitable  remarks  on 
the  good  policy  and  humanity  of 

fuch 
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fuch  aclions,  and  recommended  to 
the  jury  to  give  exemplary  da- 
mages. The  jury,  after  (laying 
out  of  court  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hoar,  returned,  and  found  a  ver- 
dict for  the  plaintiff,  with  500I.  da- 
mages. 

Extras  of  a  letter  from   Madrid, 
dated  Feb.  zz. 


A  bill  for  the-  better  regulation 
of  mad-houfes. 

A  bill  for  railing  a  fund  for  the 
relief  of  the  widows  and  children 
of  the  clergy  in  Scotland. 

A  bill  for  the  better  relief  and 
employment  of  the  poor  in  certain 
hundreds  in  Suffolk. 

And  feveral  road  and  private 
bills. 

Yefterday    morning,  4>e-         , 
tween  two  and  three  o'clock,      '     * 
a  fire  broke  out  at  a  {hip-chand- 
ler's between  the  Hermitage-bridge 
and  Union -ft  airs,  Wapping,  which 
burnt  both  fides  of  the  way.     Up- 
wards of  30  houfes  in  front  were 
con  fumed,  with  mod  of  their  fur- 
niture.    Many  houfes  were  burnt 
down    between    Hermitage- ftreet 
and  the  river ;  and  feveral  oil  and 
hemp  warehonfes,  full  of  thofe  ar- 
ticles, were  likewife  con  fumed.  It 
is  computed  that  about  100  houfes 
were  burnt  down  and  damaged, 
be  fides  warehoufes  with  pitch,  tar, 
mafls,  &c.    and  other  out-build- 
ings ;    fome  mips    were   likewife 
con  fumed,  and  feveral  of  the  fmall 
craft,  &c.  damaged.    Several  per- 
fons  were  buried  in  the  ruins  of  a 
houfe  which  fell  down,  but  hap- 
pily dug  out  alive  :  the  houfe  was 
thrown  down  by  the  explofion  of 
fome  gunpowder    lodged    in   the 
cellar.     Five  men  are  faid  to  be 
killed  by  the  falling  of  one  of  the 
houfes,    being  all  buried  in  the 
ruins. 

This  day  the  report  was         • 
made    to   his    Majefty  in      9 
council  by  the  Deputy-recorder,  of 
the  convi&s  under  fentence  of  death 
in  Newgate  :  when  the  following 
were   ordered    for    execution    on 


•'  An  exprefs  is  arrived  at  court 
with  an  account  of  the  follow- 
ing melancholy  event: Count 

O'Reilly  having  planned  and 
built  a  new  bridge  at  Puerta  de 
St.  Maria  ;  as  foon  as  it  was  finifh- 
cd,  the  14th  of  this  month  was 
appointed  to  confer  a  benediction 
upon  it,  when  a  vaft  number  of 
perfons  affifted  at  the  ceremony, 
in  the  middle  of  which  the  bridge 
fell  in.  The  number  of  perfens 
who  were  drowned,  killed,  or 
wounded,  is  not  yet  afcertained, 
but  it  is  computed  to  be  about 
600,  and  among  the  reft  the  eccle- 
fiaftic  who  officiated,  and  feveral 
perfons  of  the  mod  diftinguifhed 
families  in  the  kingdom.  The 
detail  of  this  accident, forms  a  mod 
melancholy  flory ;  the  Countefs 
O'Reilly  was  faved  in  a  providen- 
tial manner,  while  many  noble- 
men and  ladies  who  were  alfo  there 
were  loft." 

,  ,       The  following  bills    re- 
ceived the  royal  aflent  by 
Commiffion  : 

A  bill  for  raifing  a  certain  Aim 
by  annuities,  and  a  lottery. 

A  bill  for  preventing  mutiny  and 
defertion. 

A  bill  for  the  better  government 
ef  his  Majefty's  fhips,  vefTels,  and 
forces  at  fea. 

A  bill  for  the  better  fapply  of  Wednefday  the  31ft  inftant,  viz. 
mariners  and  feamen,  to  fervQ  in  Naphthali  Jacobs,  for  ftealiug  in 
his  Majefty's  navy..  the  houfe  of  Jofeph  Smith,  at  Ho** 

ton* 
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ton,  a  quantity  of  kitchen  furni- 
ture;  Rowland  Ridgley,  who  in 
December  fe£ion  was  convicted  of 
having  in  his  pofleflion  an  imple- 
ment for  coining,  and  whofe  judg- 
ment was  refpited  for  the  opinion 
of  the  Judges  ;  and  Frederick  John 
Euftacc,  for  Healing  fome  linen 
and  ftockings,  the  property  of 
Henry  Johnfon,  in  the  rooms  over 
the  Earl  of  Clarendon's  ftables,  in 
Grofvenor-ftreet. 

The  following  were  refpited  du- 
ring his  Majefty's  pleafure,  Robert 
Dare,  for  dealing  a  gold  flide,  fet 
with  diamonds,  the  property  of 
Mrs.  Egerton,  to  whom  he  was 
fervant;  John  Richmond,  alias 
Browes,  for  breaking  open  the 
houfe  of  Agnes  Herbins,  and  Heal- 
ing gowns,  linen,  &c.  James 
Wooley,  for  ftealing  in  the  houfe 
of  Robert  Sudlow,  in  Wigmore- 
ftreet,  24  pair  of  thread  ftockings ; 
John  Huddey,  for  a  burglary  in 
the  houfe  of  Henry  White,  in  Ken- 
fington,  and  ftealing  linen  and 
apparel ;  Sarah  Hill,  for  ftealing 
fome  wearing  apparel,  &c.  the 
property  of  Elizabeth  Martin  ; 
William  Germain,  for  ftealing  a 
gelding ;  and  Thomas  Norman, 
for  robbing  Elizabeth  Cornet,  in 
Hart-ftreet,  Crutched-friars,  of  a 
quantity  of  linen. 

,  At  Thetford  aflizes,  Nor- 
folk, this  week,  a  caufe 
was  tried  by  a  fpecial  j  ury ,  between 
a  young  lady,  plaintiff,  and  a 
clergyman,  defendant.  The  ac- 
tion was  brought  for  non-perfor- 
mance of  a  marriage  contract ; 
when  it  appeared  on  the  trial  he 
preferred  his  fervant  maid,  whom 
he  married,  although  the  young 
lady  had  a  fortune  of  70,000  1. 
when  a  verdict  was  given  for  the 
plaintiff  with  8co  1.  damages. 
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It  was  refolvdd  in  the  Houfe  • 
of  Commons,  that  the  adt  2$ 
prohibiting  the  growth  of  tobacco 
in  Ireland  be  repealed  ;  and  that 
tobacco,  the  produce  of  Ireland, 
be  imported  into. Great  Britain, 
under  the  fame  privileges  as  were 
formerly  enjoyed  by  the  colonies. 

This  evening  the  ceremony  of 
the  chriftening  of  the  young  Prince 
was  performed  in  the  Great  Coun- 
cil-chamber, St.  James's,  by  his 
Grace  the  Archbiftiop  of  Canter- 
bury. His  Royal  Highnefs  was 
named  O&avius. 

The  fine  feat  of  Sir  Thomas 
Dyke  Ackland,  at  Halincourt, 
was  burnt  to  the  ground,  and  very 
little  of  the  furniture  faved. 

At  Doctors  Commons,  ,  * 
the  Merits  of  a  libel,  2bitlm 
brought  by  the  Marquis  of  Car- 
narvon again  ft  his  lady,  on  a  charge 
of  adultery,  was  argued;  and  her 
ladyfhip's  criminality  being  fully 
proved,  fentence  of  divorce  was 
pronounced  by  Dr.  Bettefworth, 
chancellor  of  the  diocefe  of  Lon- 
don. 

The  Arethufa  frigate,  Captain 
Holmes,  commander,  was  wrecked 
upon  the  rocks  near  Uftiant,  in 
purfuit  of  an  enemy.  The  crevr 
were  faved,  and  treated  by  the 
French  with  every  mark  of  huma* 
nity. 

Paris,  March  19.  M.  de  Sar- 
tine,  minifter  of  the  marine  de* 
partment,  has  wrote  the  following 
circular  letter  to  all  captains  of 
armed  veflels,  privateers,  &c. 

"  Capt.  Cook,  who  failed  from 
Plymouth  in  July,  1778,  on  board 
the  Refolution,  in  company  with 
the  Diicovery,  Capt.  Clarke,  in 
order  to  make  fome  difcoveries  on 
the  coafts,  iflands,  and.  feas  of 
Japan  and  California,  being  on  the 

point 
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point  of  returning  to  Europe,  and 
as  fuch  difcoveries  arc  of  general 
utility  to  all  nations,  it  is  the 
king's  pleafure,  that  Capt.  Cooke 
fhall  be  treated  as  a  commander  of 
a  neutral  and  allied  power,  and 
that  all  captains  of  armed  vefTels, 
&c.  who  may  meet  that  famous 
navigator,  fn all  make  him  ac- 
quainted with  the  king's  orders  on 
this  behalf,  but  at  the  fame  time 
let  him  know,  that  on  his  pare  he 
rooft  refrain  from  all  hollilities." 

Died,  Mrs.  Clarke,  aged  102, 
the  mother  of  Mr.  Clarke,  of 
Covetit-  garden  theatre. 


APRIL. 

Lent    Assizes. 

At  Oxford  three  condemned- 
mil  refpited. 

At  Reading  four — all  refpited. 

At  Northampton  three — left  for 
execution. 

-    At  Winchefter  eleven — all   re- 
prieved  for  the  land  or  fea  fervice. 

At  Cambridge    four — one  £efb 
for  execution .  • v  * 

At  Huntingdon  two— both  re- 
prieved. 

At  Worcefter  four — all  repriev- 
ed. 

,At  Maidflone  eight. 

At   Aylefbury    eight— five    re- 
prieved. 

At  Bedford  one — reprieved. 

At  Salisbury  one — reprieved. 

At  Gloucester  ten— one  repriev- 
ed. 

At  York  fix — one  reprieved. 

At  Leicefter  two. 

At  Kingfton,  Surry,  feven. 

At  Eaft  Grinftead  one. 

Ac  Exeter  five. 


At  Lincoln  one. 

At  Lancafter  two. 

At  Bury  Aflizes  (holden  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk)  came  on  the 
trial  of  two  midthipmen,  and  14 
Others  of  a  prefs-gang,  committed 
to  Ipfwich  gaol  in  December  la  ft, 
for  the  murder  of  one  Thomas 
Nichols,  a  publican  there  ;  when 
the  Jury,  by  the  direction  of  the 
Judge,  brought  in  a  Special  Ver- 
dict, containing  all  the  material 
facts  proved  on  the  trial,  and 
praying  the  judgment  of  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench  upon  the  feveral 
points  of  law  arifing  ihereon/ 
among  which  is  that  mod  impor- 
tant and  long-con tefted  queftien 
refpefting  the  right  of  im  pre  fling 
fea  men  for  his  Majefty's  fervice. 

At  Warwick  feven — four  (one 
for  murder)  executed. 

At  Shrewfbury  feven — two  (one 
for  murder)  executed. 

At  Stafford  four — one  of  whom 
(George  Eafthop,  for  murdering  a 
man  who  attempted  to  imprefs 
him)  was  executed. 

At" Taunton  four — three  re- 
prieved. 

At  the  above  aflizes  came  on  the 
trial  of  Count  Rice  for  the  death 
of  Vifcount  Du  Barre.  When  the 
evidence  on  the  fide  of  the  crown, 
was  clofed,  the  Count  in  a  fhort 
defence  ftated  the  commencement 
and  progrefs  of  his  connections 
with  Vifcount  Du  Barre  nearly  as 
follows : 

"  My  acquaintance,  faid  he, 
with  Vifcount  Du  Barre  originated 
at  Paris  in  the  year  1774.  His  fa- 
mily were  then  folicinng  fome  fa- 
vour at  Vienna,  and  my  connec- 
tions at  that  Court,  which  he 
thought  might  be  ferviceable  to 
him.  engaged  his  attention  to  me* 

W* 
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We  lived  from  that  period,  till  blame  to  the  deceafed,  who  can  no 
the  day  before  his  death,  in  an  in-  longer  vindicate  his  conduct," 
tercourfe  of  mutual  good  offices  The  Count,  after  fome  pathetic 
and  civility.  An  expenlive  line  of  obfervationson  thefufferingshehad 
life,  and  coniiderable  loffes  at  undergone  from  his  wound,  con- 
play,  frequently  involved  him  in  eluded  by  referring  to  the  evidence? 
difficulties,  to  extricate  hirnfelf  already  given,  as  fome  reafons,  he 
from  which  he  often  borrowed  faid,  prevented  his  calling  the  fe- 
large  fums  of  money  from  me.  I  conds  before  the  Court  with  pro- 
have  in  my  poffeffion  letters,  which  priety,  and  committed  hirnfelf 
1  (hall  now  produce,  acknowledge  with  confidence  into  the  hands  of 
ing  the  receipt  of  various  fums  of  his  Jury  ;  perfuaded,  to  ufe  his 
money,  as  well  as  bills  and  notes  own  words,  that,  in  order  to  de- 
of  hand,  to  the  amount  of  fome  termine  juftlyupon  his  conduit,  in 
thoufands  of  pounds  flill  unpaid,  the  crime  imputed  to  him,  they 
and  which,  from  the  em  bar  raffed  would  put  them  lei  ves  in  his  fitua- 
ftate  of  his  affairs,  I  mull  look  on  tion,  •  and  adopt  thofe  feelings  by 


sis  totally  loft. 

"  A  gouty  humour  which  fell 
upon  his  bowels  and  legs  laft  fum- 
mer  induced  fome  Englilh  phy/i- 
cians  he  met  at  Spa  to  recommend 
the  ufe  of  the  Bath  waters.  De- 
termined, as  it  appears  by  thefe 
letters  written  a  few  days  before 
he  fet  off  for  England,  to  play  no 
more,  and  to  regulate  his  affairs 
wiih   prudence,  he  refolved  upon 


which  he  was  neceffarily  actuated 
on  the  unfortunate  occaiion. 

Mr.  Juftice  Narcs  addreffed  the 
Jury  in  an  affecting  fpeech ;  re- 
marked to  them  in  particular  the 
unufual  backwardness  the  prifbner 
had  {hewn  in  this  tran faction,  and 
his  humanity  to  the  unfortunate 
Vifcount  after  his  fall,  and  directed 
a  verdict  for  Manflaughter.  The 
Jury,   after  a  ihort  confutation, 


this  excurfion,  in  order  to  attend  defired  to  know  if  they  might  not 

to  his  health,  and  reitore  his  peace  totaliy  acquit  the  prifoner  ;   and 

of  mind.     He  frequently  folicited  after  a  few  minutes  deliberation, 

me  to  accompany  him,  to  which  I  pronounced  him  Not  Guilty, 
at  laft  confented  ;  and  accordingly         This  day,    by  virtue  of  a      * 

we  came  to  England  together  at  a  commilfion  from  his  Majefty, 

mutual  and  proportional  expence.  the  royal  affent  was  given  to  the 

We    took  a  houfe    at   Bath,    and  following  bills,  via. 
lived  there  upon  the  fame  terms.         The   bill  for  laying  additional 

For  fome  weeks  we  continued  to  duties  00  certain  goods  under  the 

live   at  Bath   on   our  former  and  infpe&ion  of  the  Commimoners  of 


accuftomed  intimacy,  and,  though 
the  Vifcount  Du  Barre  was  a  miin 
of  an  impetuous  temper,  without 
any  material  difagreeracnt  till  the 
unfortunate  difpute,  which  termi- 
nated in  the  lofs  of  his  life,  and 
the  imminent  hazard  of  mine.  It 
is  needlefs  here  to  enter  into  the 
origin  of  that  difpute,  or  impute 


Excife  and  Cuftoms. 

The  Bill  for  allowing  the  im- 
portation of  certain  goods  fold  to 
foreigners  in  Britilh-built  fhips. 

The  bill  for  the  better  encoura- 
ging the  white  herring-filhery. 

The  bill  for  better  encouraging 
the  Irilh  linen  manufactory. 

The. 
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The  bill  to  revive  and  continue 
certain  expiring  laws. 

The  bill  for  better  regulating 
lottery-office  keepers  ;  and  alfo  to 
feveral  other  public  and  private 
bills. 

,  This  evening,  as  Mifs  Reay 
*  '  was  coming  out  of  Coven  t- 
garden  theatre,  in  order  to  take 
her  coach,  accompanied  by  two 
friends,  a  gentleman  and  a  lady, 
between  whom  fhe  walked  in  the 
Piazza,  a  man  ftepped  up  to  her 
without  the  fnialleft  previous  me- 
nace, or  addrefs,  put  a  piftol  to 
her  head,  and  (hot  her  inftantly 
dead.  He  then  fired  another  at 
himfelf,  which,  however,  did  not 
prove  equally  efFe&ual.  The  ball 
grazed  upon  the  upper  part  of  the 
head,  but  did  not  penetrate  fuffi- 
ciently  to  produce  any  fatal  efFecl ; 
he  fell,  however;  and  fo  firmly 
was  he  bent  upon  the  entire  com- 
pletion of  the  deftruftion  he  had 
meditated,  that  he  was  found  beat- 
ing his  head  with  the  utmoft  vio- 
lence with  the  butt  end  of  the  pif- 
tol, by  Mr.  Mahon,  apothecary, 
of  Covent-garden,  who  wrenched 
the  piftol  from  his  hand.  He  was 
carried  to  the  Shakefpeare,  where 
his  wound  was  drafted.  In  his 
pockets  were  found  two  letters ; 
one  a  ^copy  of  a  letter  which  he 
had  written  to  Mifs  Reay,  and  the 
other  to  his  brother-in-law,  in 
Bow-ftreet.  The  firft  t)f  thefe 
epiftles  is  replete  with  warm  ex- 
preflions  of  aftettion  to  the  unfor- 
tunate objedl  of  his  love,  and  an 
earneit  recommendation  of'his  paf- 
fion.  The  other  contains  a  pathe- 
tic relation  of  the  melancholy  re- 
folution  he  had  taken,  and  a  con- 
feffion  of  the  caufe  that  produced 
it.     He  faid,   he  could  not  live 


without  Mifs  Reay  ;  and  fince  he 
had  found,  by  repeated  applica- 
tion, that  he  was  fhut  out  from 
every  hope  of  poiTefling  her,  he  had 
conceived  this  defign  as  the  only 
refuge  from  a  mifery  which  he 
could  not  fupport.  He  heartily 
wifhed  his  brother  that  felicity 
which  fate  had  denied  him,  and 
requefted  that  the  few  debts  he 
owed  might  be  difcharged  from 
the  difpofal  of  his  effects.  When 
he  had  fo  far  recovered  his  facul- 
ties as  to  be  capable  of  fpeech,  ha- 
enquired  with  great  anxiety  con- 
cerning Mifs  Reay  ;  being  told  (he 
was  dead,  he  deiired  her  poor  re- 
mains might  not  be  expofed  to 
the  obfervation  of  the  curious  mul- 
titude. About  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning  Sir  John  Fielding  came 
to  the  Shakefpeare,  and  not  find- 
ing his  wounds  of  a  dangerous  na- 
ture, ordered  him  to  be  conveyed 
to  Tothill-ficlds  bridewell.  This 
ill-fated  criminal  was  a  clergyman ; 
about  four  years  ago  he  was  an  of-, 
fleer  in  the  army;  but  not  meet- 
ing with  fuccefs  in  the  military 
profeflion,  by  the  advice  of  his 
friends  he  foon  after  quitted  it,  and 
afTumed  the  gown. 

The  body  of  the  unhappy  lady 
was  carried  into  the  Shakefpeare 
tavern  for  the  infpedlion  of  the 
coroner. 

When  the  news  of  this  misfor- 
tune was  carried  to  a  cartain  noble- 
man, the  Earl  of  S ch,  it  was 

received  by  him  with  the  utmoft 
concern  ;  he  wept  exceedingly, 
and  lamented  with  every  other  to- 
ken of  grief  the  interruption  of  a 
connexion  which  had  lafted  for  17 
years  with  happineis  to  both. 

She  had  had  nine  children  by 
the  noble  Lord, -five  of  whom  are 
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now  living,  and  have  been  in- 
ftructed  by  her  with  motherly  at- 
tention. 

•  The  man  who  a  few  days 

ago  was  fent  to  Liverpool 
by  Sir  John  Fielding  to  apprehend 
a  Mr.  Lowe,  fufpected   of  being 
concerned  in  fetting  the  new  hof- 
pital,    for  the  reception  of  blind 
patients  at  Kentifti  Town,  on  fire, 
returned  to  London,  with  an  ac- 
count, that  Lowe  being  apprehen- 
ded,   and    examined    before    the 
mayor  of  Liverpool,  had,  in  the 
night  before  he  was  to  be  brought 
tp  town,  poifdned  himfelf.     This 
Lowe  was  originally  a  livery  fer- 
vant.     He  afterwards  kept  a  pub- 
lic houfe,  in  which  he  fcraped  up 
fome  money :    when,  by  ufurious 
means,  he  made  a  fmall  fortune, 
and  then  commenced  gentleman. 
He  afterwards  took  a  genteel  houfe 
the  corner  of  Queen-fquare,   Or- 
mond-ftreet,  where  he  refided  till 
the  late  affair  happened.     He  was 
a  man  of  uncommon  addrefs,  for 
one  whofe  mind  was  uncultivated 
with  any  degree  of  learning.     He 
pafTed  for  a  very  benevolent,  cha- 
ritable man,   having   done  many 
acts  of  beneficence  through  often- 
tation,  and  has  fubfcribed  to  many 
of  the  public  charities,  to  give  the 
world  a  high  opinion  of  his  fine 
and  generous  feelings.     By  thefe 
means  he  obtained  the  late  ftation 
of  treafurer  and  chief  conductor  of 
the    new-inftituted    charity  ;     by 
which,  it  is  averred,  he  obtained 
the  pofTeflion  of  near  5000  1.     It 
appears  that  combuftibks  had  been 
conveyed  into  the  houfe  through  a 
pane  of  glafs,  though  the  fame  did 
not  take  effect  till  after  he  had  fet 
out  for  Liverpool,  where  he  pre- 
tended bufineis ;  yet,  there  having 
been  neither  fire  nor  candle  ufed  in 
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the  houfe,  and  fome  other  circum- 
ftances  arifing  to  create  fufpicion, 
he  was  queftioned  about  it  by  let- 
ter, and  prevaricated  (b  much, 
that  there  remained  no  fort  of 
doubt  with  Sir  John  Fielding  but 
that  he  was  the  principal  incen- 
diary ;  which  his  untimely  death 
has  confirmed.  He  has  fince  been 
buried  in  a  crofs-road,  and  a  Hake 
is  driven  through  his  body,  as  a, 
fuicide. 

This  morning,  about  nine  ,  » 
o'clock,  the  Reverend  Mr.  ,otn* 
Hackman  was  brought  from  New* 
gate  to  the  bar  of  the  Seflions- 
houfe  in  the  Old  Bailey,  where  he 
was  arraigned  for  firing  a  piftol  at 
Mifs  Reay,  as  fhe  was  coming  out 
of  Covent-garden  playhoufe,  on 
Wednefday  the  7  th  in  ft.  which 
killed  her  on  the  fpot ;  to  which 
indictment  he  pleaded  Not  Guilty  ; 
when  the  feveral  witnefles  were 
examined,  they  gave  the  fame  evi- 
dence as  they  had  given  before  Sir 
John  Fielding,  which  being  gone 
through  with,  Judge  Blackftone, 
who  tried  him,  called  on  Mr. 
Hackman  to  make  his  defence,  or, 
if  he  chofe  it,  he  might  leave  it  to 
his  counfel.  After  Mr.  Hackman 
had  wiped  a  flood  of  tears  from  his 
eyes,  he  pulled  out  a  meet  of  pa- 
per from  his  pocket,  and  read,  the 
fubftance  of  which  was  nearly  to 
this  purport :  "  My  Lord,  I  now 
Hand  arraigned  for  a  heinous  crime, 
and  if  found  guilty,  muft  fuffer 
the  death  that  the  laws  of  my 
country  have  allotted  in  fuch  cafes; 
and  as  I  have  taken  away  the  life 
of  one  whofe  life  was  dearer  to 
me  than  my  own,  I  therefore  fhall 
meet  my  unhappy  fate  with  forti- 
tude and  refig nation,  and  ac- 
knowledge the  juftnefs  of  my  (en- 
tence."     The   Judge    afterwards 

fummed 
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fummed  up  the  evidence,  and  give 
his  charge  to  the  Jury  in  an  excel- 
lent fpeech,  in  which  he  faid,  that 
the  letter  found  in  the  prifoner's 

fjocket,  directed  to  his  brother-in- 
aw,  was  fufficient  to  conclude  he 
was  not  infane.  The  Jury,  with- 
out going  out  of  court,  found  him 
guilty,  when  the  Deputy- recorder 
patted  fentence  on  him,  and  he 
was  executed  the  Monday  follow- 
ing. 

*    .  This  day  the  feffions  en- 

X'tIU  ded  at  the  Old  Bailey,  when 
the  following  convicts  received 
fentence  of  death,  viz.  Thomas 
Fox,  for  ftealing  a  mare  from  Ri- 
chard Clewin,  at  Hendon,  and  on 
another  indictment,  for  ftealing 
a  mare  from  William  Jiands  in 
Northamptonfhire  ;  John  Harris, 
for  a  burglary  in  the  dwelling- 
houfe  of  William  Prior,  in  Coven- 
try-ftreefr,  and  ftealing  a  quantity 
of  china ;  Capt.  James  Major,  for 
fending  a  threatening  letter  to  Sir 
William  Mufgrave,  threatening  to 
murder  him  ;  Elizabeth  Lambert 
and  Mary  New,  for  robbing  Mary 
Beachman  on  the  King's  highway ; 
James  Hackman,  Clerk,  for  the 
wilful  murther  of  Martha  Reay, 
fpinfter  ;  William  Walker,  for 
burglarioufly  breaking  open  the 
hcufe  of  James  Pentecrofs,  in 
Shoe-lane,  and  ftealing  a  quantity 
of  copper,  brafs,  &c.  Chriftopher 
Foley  and  Peter  Weldon,  for  coin- 
ing and  counterfeiting  the  King's 
filver  coin,  called  Sixpences,  at 
the  houfe  of  Weldon,  in  Oat-lane, 
Noble-flreet ;  three  were  fenten- 
ced  to  hard  labour  on  the  river 
Thames,  eleven  Were  burnt  in  the 
hand,  and  ordered  to  be  kept  to 
hard  labour  in  the  houfe  of  correc- 
tion for  divers  terms ;  nine  were 
ordered  to  be  whipped,  and  feres- 


teen  difcharged  by  proclamation  } 
John  Vincent,  convicted  of  fcloni- 
oufly  killing  and  (Lying  Mary 
Doiiard,  a  woman  with  whom  he* 
had  cohabited  many  years,  by 
ihooting  at  and  wounding  her  in 
the  back  and  (houlder,  with  a  gun 
loaded  with  powder  and  (hot,  of 
which  wound  (he  languished  fome 
time,  and  then -died,  in  the  parifh 
of  Fulham,  was  branded,  and  or- 
dered to  be  imprifoned  one  year  in 
Newgate.  William  Stenfon  was 
convicted  of  felonioufly  counter- 
feiting the  copper  money  of  this 
kingdom,  called  Halfpence,  and 
ordered  to  be  branded  in  the  hand, 
and  imprifoned  one  year  in  New- 
gate. 

One  Browne  was  tried  for  wil- 
fully fetting  fire  to  his  houfe  at 
Wapping,  which  occafioned  the 
late  dreadful  conflagration.  An 
Alibi  was  proved,  on  which  the 
Jury,  without  going  out  of  court, 
brought  in  their  verdict,  Not 
Guilty. 

Soon  after  came  on  the  trial  of 
Thomas  Hilliard,  for  wilfully  fet- 
ting fire  to  his  houfe  in  Bird-in- 
hand  Court,  Cheapfide ;  he  was 
acquitted  on  a  point  of  &w,  viz* 
that  the  clofet  he  fet  fire  to,  was 
not  any  part  of  the  dwelling- 
houfe. 

The  Judges  met  in  the  , 
evening  at  Lord  Chief  9  • 
Juflice  De  Grey's  houfe  in  Lin- 
coln's-inn-fields,  to  giye  their  opi- 
nion on  the  cafe  of  James  Donal- 
ly,  convicted  the  feffion  before  laft 
for  a  robbery  on  the  perfon  of  th« 
Hon.  Charles  Fielding,  ion  of  the 
Earl  of  Denbigh,  when  Counfel 
were  firft  heard,  viz.  Mr.  Howards 
in  behalf  of  the  crown,  and  Mr.* 
Graham  in  behalf  of  the  prifoner, 
who  having  withdrawn,  their  Lord- 

&ip& 
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(nips  fihgly  delivered  their  opinion, 
each  of  whom  were  clearly  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  threat  of  the  prifo- 
nfcr,  when  he  demanded  Mn  Fiel- 
ding'^ money,  viz*  "  You  had 
better  comply,  or  I'll  take  you  be*- 
fore  a  magiftratej  *and  charge  you 
with  *an  unnatural  crime,' *  was 
equivalent  to  an  aftual  violence* 
and  was  filch  a  method  as  in  com- 
mon experience  was  likely  to  oc- 
cafion  fear,  and  induce  any  man 
to  part  with  his  property.  Lord 
Mansfield  with  great  energy  ob- 
served* that  it  was  afpecious  mode 
of  robbery  of  late  grown  very 
common,  invented  by  fraud  to 
evade  the  law,  but  which  would 
not  fuffer  itfelf  to  be  evaded.  God 
only  knows  what  numberlefs  rob* 
beries  of  this  kind  would  have 
been  perpetrated  by  thefe  deteft- 
able  wretches  on  timorous  minds, 
if  their  Lord  (hips  had  been  of  a 
different  opinion. 

Died,  At  Perfhore ,  i n  Worcef- 
terfhire,  in  his  55th  year,  the  Rev. 
J.  Am,  LL.Dk  an  eminent  Dif- 
fering minifter  ;  author  of  a  cele- 
brated "  Englifh  Grammar ;"  of 
"  The  Complete  Englifh  Dic- 
tionary 1 "  of  "  Sentiments  on 
Education  ; "  and  feveral  Other 
publications; 


tm 


■fa*. 


MAY. 

Extra&  t>f  a  Letter  from  Ireland, 
dated  May  I. 

"  At  an  afTembly  held  at  the 
Tholfel  of  the  city  of  Cublin 
the  1 6th  of  April,  1779,  the  fol- 
lowing refolutions  were  agreed 
to  : 

Refolved,  That  the  unjuft,  illi- 
beral,   and    impolitic  .oppofition 
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given  by  many  felf-interefted  peo- 
ple of  Great  Britain  to  the  propo- 
fed  encouragement  of  the  trade" 
and  commerce  of  this  kinghom* 
originated  in  avarice  and  ingra- 
titude. 

Refolved,  That  we  will  toot* 
dire&ly  or  indirectly,  import  oi 
ufe  any  goods  or  wares*  theorem 
duce  or  manufacture  of  Great 
Britain,  which  can  be  produced  or 
manufactured  in  this  kingdom,-— 
till  an  enlightened  policy,  founded 
on  principles  of  juftice,  fhall  ap* 
pear  to  actuate  the  inhabitants  of 
certain  manufacturing  towns  of 
Great  Britain,  who  hare  taken  fd 
active  a  part  in  oppofing  the  regu- 
lations propofed  in  favour  Of  th6 
trade  of  Ireland :  and  that  they, 
appear  to  entertain  fentiments  of 
refpett  and  afFe&ion  for  their  feU 
low-fubjelts  of  this  kingdom/9 

Laft  week  ail  application  .  * 
was  made  to  the  Court  of  ^  * 
King's  Bench,  by  Mr.  Dunning* 
for  an  Habeas  Corpus  to  bring  up\ 
two  lads  from  the  Nore,  who  had 
been  im  pre  fled.  The  affidavits  OA 
which  the  application  fbr  the  Ha- 
beas were  grounded,  ftated  thent 
to  be  apprentices ;  when  Lord 
Mansfield  faid,  that  inftead  of  at 
Habeas  Corpus  he  mould  go  * 
fhorter  way  to  workj  and  grant 
his  warrant  for  bringing  them  be- 
fore hi m^  being  apprentices*  That 
he*  knew  not  of  any  fuch  authority 
till  fome  years  ago,  reading  fdme 
old  law  books ;  that  he  went  to) 
Lord  Hardwicke,  and  confulted 
him  on  it,  who  agreed  that  it  wad 
in  their  power  to  grant  theif  war* 
rant  in  fuch  a  cafe  for  an  appren- 
tice $  that  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Holt 
was  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  that 
there  were  feveral  precedents  for 
it.     His  Lordfhip  ordered  the  re- 
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the  ezclafsve  **^b:  cf  prhsncg  al- 
mzTiZckt,  Z2A  read  a  fecor.d  time; 
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to  h*  h*?ar^  *f>v  counfe!  2galsft  the 
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Scacci  wafers, 

Aj  a<i  s>  repeal  fa  curi  cf  fe- 
-rsral  aeti  cc  ParMirrggr  as  prcai- 
fcrc  cLr  grzwzk  and  erccice  cf"  ec- 
bacca  :n  Ireland,  asd  3:  pennEr  ^e 
iapcr:a£c!i  cf  rosacea  cf  c^e 
grwrrli  and  rrodsce  cf  ; 
coai  Lt-3  Grsat  3rltai=y  ic. 

Aa  act  fer  ^-a^dag  a  bcnarr 
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cf  »he  d^des  iatpefee  br  an  acfc  cf 
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Great  Britain  £•  anr  Bnciltt  coiccy 
irs  Acerica,  cr  to  acy  BritilL  fire- 
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As  acl:  tc  esabfe  the  Ckwcellor 
and  Gooocil  of  the  Dachj  of  Lac- 
caiter  to  fell  and  difjpcfe  cf  certain 
fee  farm  rents,  asd  ocaer  recrj, 
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An  ail  for  altering  the  time*  of 
holding  the  Martiacas  and  Cancle- 
jaas  teras  in  the  Coartof  iLjlzzlc- 
qoer  in  Scotland. 

An  aft  for  better  feccricg  the 
dstiej  on  ibrch. 

And  to  ieveral  road,  inclofcre, 
and  other  bll's. 

T hi s  m  c rn :  r.  g  the  Knights        , 
EIeaoftheBitha£emb!ed  ,9tn- 
in   the  Prince's  Chamber,  Weft- 
miiifier.     About  half  paft  eleven 
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&*clock  the  proceffion  began  to  the 
Abbey,  after  walking  round  which 
they  entered  Henry  the  Seventh's 
chapel,  where  they  were  inftalled 
with  the  ufual  formality. 

The  Knights  inftalled  were  Sir 
Robert  Gunning,  Bart.  Sir  James 
Adolphus  Oughton,  R.  H.  Sir 
John  Blaquiere,  Sir  George  Ho- 
ward, R.  H.  Sir  John  Irwine,  Sir 
William  Gordon,  Sir  William 
Howe,  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hughes,  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
Sir  HedtorMunro,  Sir  James  Har- 
ris, and  the  Earl  of  Antrim. 

Sir  J.  A.  Oughton,  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Sir 
James  Harris,  and  Sir  He&or 
Munro,  were  inftalled  by  Proxy. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Fre- 
derick fat  as  Great  Mafter,  and 
did  the  bufinefs  with  eafe  and  won- 
derful propriety. 

A  gallery  was  erected  over  the 
door  of  the  chapel,  in  which  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  with  two  of  the 


never  appeared  in  any  court  t>f  juf- 
tice  fo  capital,  nor  fo  ingenious  a 
man  in  his  ftile  as  this  prifoner. 
He  has  reigned  longer  in  his  vil- 
lainy, and  has  executed  it  with 
more  dexterity  than  any  that  pro- 
bably ever  preceded  him.  His 
practice  for  fome  time  pad  had 
been  to  go  to  the  Bank,  and  take 
out  a  note  : — this  he  counterfeited, 
palTed  the  copy,  and  after  fome 
time  returned  the  original  again. 
The  frequency  of  his  applications 
at  laft  however  excited  fufpicions, 
which,  added  to  fome  other  cir- 
cumftances,  arifing  from  his  ap- 
pearance and  figure  in  life,  he 
was  taken  up.  On  his  apprehen- 
fion,  he  denied  the  accufation, 
called  himfelf  a  watch-maker,  and 
faid  he  lived  by  the  honeft  exercife 
of  his  employment ;  but  when  he 
was  brought  before  Sirjqhn  Field- 
ing* he  was  there  known  to  be  the 
perfon  who  had  been  charged  with 
forgeries  upon  the  Bank  at  Dar- 


Princes  his  brothers,  the  Duke  of    lington  ;    and    being    told    there* 


Montagu,  &c.  fat  to  fee  the  cere- 
mony. 

The  Queen,  and  others  of  the 
royal  children,  were  placed  in  a 
gallery  built  for  that  purpofe,  near 
the  great  weftern  door  of  the  Ab- 
bey, from  whence  they  had  a  full 
view  of  the  proeeffion  through  the 
Abbey  to  and  from  the  chapel. 

The  whole  ceremony  was  finifh- 
ed  by  half  after  two,  and  in  the 
evening  a  grand  ball  was  given  by 


that  his' name  was  Mathifon,  and 
not  Mathews,  as  he  had  given  out* 
he  immediately  loft  all  confidence, 
and  taking  it  for  granted  that 
there  were  circumftances  already 
difcovercd  entirely  fuflicient  for  his 
convidtion  ;  he  faid,  it  was  need- 
lefs  to  conceal  any  thing  then, 
and  gave  an  ample  information  of 
iiis  various  frauds,  and  his  mode 
of  carrying  them  into  execution. 
The  particular  forgery  on   which 


the  knights  who  were  inftalled,  at  ^  be  was  charged  to-day,  was,  fuf 


the  King's  Theatre  in  the  Hay- 
market,  at  which  upwards  of  1000 
of  the  nobility  and.  gentry  were 
prefent. 

,  This  day  James  Mathi- 

fon was  tried  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  for  a  forgery  upon  the 
Bank  of  England. — There  jgerbaps 


uttering  a  twenty -pound  bank 
note,  Bank  of  England*  at  Co- 
ventry. The  note  was  produced 
in  Court,  and  witnefTes  were 
brought  to  prove  its  having  been 
ncgociated  by  him.  This  fad  be- 
ing eftabliihed,   the  next  circum- 


ftance    in 
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malice  or  hatred,  but  folely  to 
protect  herfelf,  as  (he  was  in  fear 
of  Jofs  of  life,  or  bodily  harm. 
For  form's  fake,  Sir  John  Haw- 
kins afked  Mifs  Clavering,  if  ever 
fhe  had  given  any  encouragement 
to  his  addreffes  ?  To  which  Mifs 
Clavering  replied  in  the  negative, 
and  faid  (he  had  wrote  to  him,  by 
her  uncle  and  friends  orders,  de- 
firing  him  never  to  fee  her  more. 
It  appeared  on  the  examination 
that  he  followed  her  to  Court,  to 
Salifbury,  Briftol,  Bath,  &c. 

The  lieutenant  was  called,  but 
did  not  appear,  when  the  Bench, 
confidering  his  conduct  and  terri- 
fying threats,  ordered  that  he  be 
apprehended,  and  held  to  the 
peace,  as  well  to  all  his  Majefty's 
fubje&s,  as  to  Mifs  Clavering  in 
particular,  to  find  fu  re  ties  in  500I. 
each,  and  himfelf  in  1000 1.  for 
feven  years,  at  the  fame  time 
granting  a  warrant  againft  him, 
with  an  order  of  Court  for  an 
hour's  notice  of  bail,  with  refe- 
rences therein  to  Sir  John  Fielding 
to  take  bail. 

MefTrs.  Kelly,  Lindfay,  Carter, 
Hill,  Durell,  and  another,  fix 
Weftminfter  fchool-boys,  were  like- 
wife  tried  for  an  affault  on  a  man 
in  Dean's-yard,  Weftminfter,  in 
January  laft,  when  they  beat  and 
wounded  him  in  a  mod  {hocking 
manner,  and  after  that  Kelly, 
with  a  drawn  knife  in  his  hand, 
faid,  f  If  you  don't  kneel  down 
and  afk  pardon,  I  will  rip  you  up,* 
which  the  man  was  compelled  to 
dq  to  fave  his  life. 

Hill  and  Durell  pleaded  not  guil- 
ty, the  reft  pleaded  guilty.  Hill 
was  acquitted  for  want  of  evidence, 
and  Durell  found  guilty,  but  fined 
only  is.  on*  a  doubt  of  hi*  being 


a  principal  among  thefe  polite 
young  ruffians.  The  fa&s  being 
fully  proved,  the  other  four  were, 
fentenced  to  a  month's  imprifon- 
ment  in  Bridewell,  and  100].  fine 
to  be  paid  among  them ;  bat  if 
they  would  in  court  afk  the  profe- 
cutor's  pardon  on  their  knees,  as 
they  had  compelled  him  to  afk 
theirs,  the  court  would  take  off 
the  imprifonment:  they  abfolute- 
ly  refufed  afking  pardon  on  their 
knees.  The  fentence  flood  thus  - 
for  about  an  hour,  when  the  fa- 
ther of  Carter,  one  of  the  four, 
applied ,  to  the  court,  and  told 
them  that  his  fon  was  eJe&ed  to 
Ch rift-college,  Oxford,  and  mutt 
go  there  in  a  few  days,  or  lofe  the 
benefit  of  that  election.  On  this 
the  court  took  off  his  imprifon- 
ment. 

This  being  done,  fome  of  the 
magiftrates  moved,  that  the  reft 
might  have  -their  imprifonment^ 
taken  off  alfo.  This  was  ftrongly* 
oppofed  by  the  chairman,  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  and  feveral  other  jufti- 
ces,  but  on  a  divifion  it  was  car- 
ried to  take,  off  the  imprifonment 
'  nine  again  ft  7. 

They  then  were  directed  to  make 
the  profecutor  fatisfa&ion,  and  he 
faid,  as  he  had  before  offered  to 
take  50I.  befides  his  cofts,  he 
would  take  it  then.  The  friends 
of  the  boys  paid  the  profecutor  in 
court  50I.  and  Mr.  Denton,  his 
attorney  20I .  for  the  cofts,  who, 
to  his  honour,  carried  on  the  pro* 
fecution  with  a  fpirit  due  to  the 
attrocious  barbarity  of  .the  petty 
claffical  bravoes. 

Peterjburgb,  May  21.  On  San- 
day  the  new-born  Great  Duke  was 
baptized  at  Zarfco-Zelo,  by  the 
name  of   Conftantine;   the  Em- 
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prefs  was  the  fponfor.  After  the 
ceremony  the  foreign  minifters  and 
nobility  dined  with  her  Imperial 
Majefty  at  a  table  of  two  hundred 
covers.  On  this  occafion  fcveral 
promotions  were  made  in  the  civil 
and  military  departments. 

Died.  Mr.  Oakes,  at  Newing- 
ton,  aged  107. 

In  Derbyfhire,  J.  Simpfon, 
aged  1 1 4. 


JUNE. 

»  .  Yefterday  the  following 
bills  received  the  royal  aflent 
by  commifiion. 

The  bill  to  prevent  frauds  by 
private  diftillers. 

The  bill  to  prevent  frauds  and 
abufes  in  the  payment  of  wages  to 
perfons  employed  in  the  bone  and 
thread-lace  manufactory. 

The  bill  for  the  preservation  of 
the  river  Lee.  v 

The  bill  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
jelly  certain  duties  on  licences  to 
be  taken  out  by  perfons  letting  to 
hire  horfes  for  travelling  polt. 

The  bill  to  continue  the  act  of 
the  16th  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
for  the  punifhmeat  by  hard  labour 
of  offenders,  who  fhall  become  lia- 
ble to  be  tranfported,  &c. 

The  bill  for  taking  off  the  duty 
upon  all  fait  ufed  in  curing  pil- 
chards. 

The  bill  to  indemnify  perfons 
who  have  omitted  to  take  the 
oaths  to  qualify  themfelves  for 
offices,  &c. 

The  bill  for  difcontinuing  the 
duties  on  cotton  wool,  the  growth 
and  product  of  the  Britifh  colonies, 
in  America. 


2d. 


The  bill  for  allowing  the  impor- 
tation of  goods  into  this  kingdom 
from  Alia  and  Africa. 

The  bill  for  difTolving  the  mar- 
riage of  the  Marquis  of  Carmar- 
then with  his  now  wife. 

And  feveral  road  and  inclofure 
bills. 

Came  on  before  Sir  Francis 
Buller  and  a  fpecial  jury,  an 
action  brought  on  behalf  of  the 
owners  of  the  London  Eaft-India- 
man,  who  charged  Captain  Drake, 
of  the  RufTel  man  of  war,  with 
wilfully  and  neglectfully  running 
down  the  London ;  and  laid  their 
damages,  arifing  from  his  con- 
duct, at  50,0001.  The  jury  were 
out  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
and  returned  with  a  verdict  in  fa- 
vour of  the  defendant. 

By  a  lift  of  the  number  of  empty 
houfes  in  the  city  of  London,  as 
returned  by  the  deputies  of  the 
feveral  wards,  the  total  appears  to 
be  1  ?  04,  the  rents  of  which  are 
calculated  to  amount  to  26,375]. 

An  important  queftion,  in  , 
the  caufe  between  the  Rev.  ^  * 
Mr.  Sellon,  of  Clerkenwell,  and 
a  clergyman  of  Northampton-cha- 
pel,  came  before  the  Eccleliaftical 
Court.  Mr.  Sellon  inftituted  a 
fait  againft  the  clergyman,  for 
quitting  the  cure  of  fouls  in  his 
own  proper  parifh,  in  Northamp- 
tonfhire,  and  for  intruding  into 
his  parifh  of  Clerkenwell,  and 
there  reading  prayers,  preaching, 
and  doing  other  eccleliaftical  offi- 
ces. The  clergyman  protefted 
againft  the  proceedings,  and  fet 
up  a  plea,  that  he  was  a  chaplain 
to  Lady  Huntingdon,  and  that 
the  right  and  privilege  of  peerage 
exempted  him  from  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  the  fpirituai  court,  and  that 

the 


CHRONICLE. 


Ois 


t3*e  matter  ought  to  be  tried  only 
by  the  peers  of  the  realm.  This 
point  was  very  ably  and  fully  ar- 
gued ;  and  after  a  hearing  of  three 
hours,  the  judge  declared  that  the 
defendant  was  fubject  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court,  and  that  the 
fuit  muft  proceed  againft  him. 
i  Were  called  to  the  bar, 

3  •  by  the  fociety  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  ft/Jeff.  Pepys,  Franklin, 
and  Bond.  The  celebrated  Mr. 
Home  was  like  wife  a  candidate, 
but  rejected.  The  fociety,  upon 
JUis  fignifying  a  defire  of  being 
called  this  term,  having,  or  pre- 
tending to  have  a  doubt  Upon  the 
propriety  of  calling  him,  applied 
to  the  other  inns  of  court,  to  be 
hi  formed  by  them?  whether  they 
judged  it  proper,  that  a  clergyman 
in  full  orders  mould  be  admitted 
to  the  bar? — Anfwers  importing 
^heir  determination  that  it  would 
be  improper,  being  received  from 
all  the  inns,  that  gentleman  was 
in.confequence  refufed. 

,  This    morning    Prince 

4"  N*  William  Henry,  his  Ma- 
jefty's  third  fon,  fet  off  for  Ports- 
mouth, to  go  on  board  Adrqiral 
Digby's  (hip,  the  grand  fleet  go- 
ing out  on  a  cruize.  His  Highnefs 
goes  as  midmipman  in  the  Prince 
George. 

This  day  the  following  bills  re- 
ceived the  royal  affent  by  virtue 
of  a  com  million  from  his  Ma- 
jefty,  viz. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  for 
laying  a  tax  on  auctions  and  fales. 

The.  bill  for  the  augmentation 
of  the  judges  falaries. 

The  bill  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  additional  duties  on  vellum, 
parchment,  and  paper. 

The  bill  for  veiling  in  the  Eaft 
Jndia  company,  for  a  limited  time,  ' 


certain  territorial  acquifitions  ob- 
tained in  India,  &c. 

The  houfe  and  fervants  tax  bill. 

The  bill  for  raifing  1,500,000!. 
by  loans,  and  the  bill  for  raifing 
1,900,0001.  by  Exchequer  bills. 

And  Bromfield's,  §ealy's,  and 
Sewell's  divorce  bills. 

Lately  was  deposited  in  ^  » 
the  library  of  the  Univer- 
fity  of  Edinburgh  a  cabinet  of  me* 
dais,  prefented  by  Princefs  Daf- 
chaw,  Countefs  of  Woronzow  5 
containing,  1.  A  feries  oftheSor 
vereigns  of  Ruffia,  from  the  Grand 
Duke  Rurick,  who  reigned  at  No- 
vogrod,  A.D.  .862,  to  the  Em- 
prefs  Elizabeth,  who  was  placed 
on  the  throne,  A  D.  1741.  2.  The 
niedal lie  hiftory  of  Ruflia,  in  a  fe- 
ries of  medals  ftruck  in  comme- 
moration of  the  great  events  which 
have  happened  in  that  empire  frortjt 
the  birth  of  Peter  the  Great,  A.D. 
1672,  to  the  birth  of  Alexander, 
fon  of  the  prefent  Grand  Duke, 
A.D.  1777.  3*  Medals  ftruck 
under  different  Sovereigns,  in  ho- 
nour of  illuftrious  perfons,  who 
had  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  the 
fervice  of  their  country.  AU  the 
medals  in  this  collection  are  of 
exquffite  workman  (hip.  Several 
of  them  finished  by  Ruffian  artifts; 
and,  in  elegance  of  defign,  as 
well  as  execution,  not  inferior  t$ 
the  medals  of  any  nation  in  Ear 
rope. 

Sixteen  failors,  lately  tried  at 
Ipfwich  for  the  murder  of  a  publi- 
can, at  whofe  houfe  they  went  to 
imprefs  a  man,  and  tn^k  -  cafe 
found  fpecialy  were  brough t^mfore 
the  Court  of  King's-bench,  to  re- 
ceive the  final  decifion  of  that 
courts  when,  on  fome  defect  in 
the  verdict  in  not  fixing  the»mur.«j 
der  on  any  one  in  particular,  thg 
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whole  were  judged  innocent,  and 
confequeatly  di (charged. 

„  ,  Mr.  Ijeacroft,  in  behalf 

*  *  of  a  great  number  of  pri- 
foners  in  the  I^ing's-bench,  p<e- 
fenced  a  petitipn  to  the  court, 
with  an  affidavit  annexed,  praying 
their  lordfhips  interference  anc[ 
iupport,  again  ft;  feveral  complaints 
therein  dated,  and  ill  treatment 
$hey  have  received  from  a  number 
of  afTociated  prifoners,  who  had, 
in  oppofition  to  all  law,  in  defiance 
of  the  marfhal's  power,  and  con- 
trary to  all  ideas  of  honefty  and 
humanity,  erected  themfelves  into 
41  kind  of  tribunal,  difpofed  of  the 
property,  and  inflicted  corporal 
punifhfnent  on  all  who  refufed  to 
comply  with  their  violent  and  un- 
juft  commands. 

Mr.  Beacroft  faid,  that  a  Capt. 
Philips  and  a  Mr.  Chillingfworth 
had  fafhioned  a  Court  of  King's- 
bench  within  the  walls  of  the  pri- 
son, an4  that  the  former  filled 
himfelf  marfhall,  the  latter  his 
deputy.  That,  affifted  by  about 
8q  more,  they  iffucd  precepts, 
fummonfes,  orders,  decrees,  exe- 
cutions, &c.  again  ft  the  perfpns 
and  property  of  prifoners,  and 
committed  many  flagrant  acts  of 
oppreflion  a.nd  injuftice,  which 
Mr.  Beacroft  obferved  did  not  call 
for  any  particular  motion,  but 
might  be  fubmitted  in  the  grqfs  to 
the  wifdom  and  humanity  of  the 
court,  The  petition  and  affidavit 
were  read,  which  formed  nine  dif- 
ferent complaints  to  the  court, 
fhat  there  were  only  140  rooms 
5n  the  prifon,  and  near  600  pri- 
foners :  that  they  were  difpoflefled 
of  th,eir  rooms,  at  the  will  and 
flifcrepon  of  the  above  court ;  that 
their  "property  was  alfo  feized  on 
$nd  difpofed  of    as    that    CQuxt 


thought  fit :  that  the  actual  mar- 
fhall of  the  King's-bench  had  not 
vifited  the  bench  above  three  times 
in  the  lad  year:  that  the  above 
court  co'nfifted  of  prifoners,  who 
had  long  been  in  titled  to  their 
difcharges:  that  they  refufed  to 
go  out,  becaufe  in  that  cafe  they 
would  be  obliged  to  give  up  their 
property  to  their  juft  creditors  : 
that  that  court  by  their  oppreffions 
and  extortions  had  even  raifed  the 
price  of  rooms  from  50I.  to  70I, 
per  annum :  that  they  claimed 
them  by  fenioxity,  and  let  rooms 
out,  not  chafing  to  liye  in  them 
on  that  account :  that  numbers  of 
them  had  been  long  fuperfedable, 
or  intitled  to  their  difcharges  un- 
der infolvent  ads  and  lords  acts : 
and  laftly,  that  fuch  was  the  vio- 
lence and  enormities  committed  by 
them,  that  it  was  dangerous  to  op- 
pofc  or  refufe  to  obey,  and  there- 
fore prayed  the  court's  interpofi? 
tion.  This  complaint  Lord  Manf- 
field  faid  called  for  immediate  re- 
drefs,  but  in  doing  that  he  confef- 
fed  himfelf  at  a  lofs  hqw  to  fleer, 
as  in  doing  juftice  to  the  diftrefTed 
prifoner,  he  might  injure  the  cre- 
ditor, who  equally  called  for  hi« 
attention,  The  court  were  form- 
ing feveral  refolutions  thereon, 
which  feemed  to  militate  againft 
its  own  intention,  fuch  as  dif- 
charging  thofe  intitled  to  their  dif- 
charges, &c.  when  Mr.  Dunning 
framed  the  following  order  of 
court,  '  that  every  prifoner  who 
had  been  fuperfedable  fix  months, 
and  who  had  not  been  fuperfeded, 
fhould  be  difcharged  immediately, 
nnlefs  fuch  prifoner  fhould  be 
charged  with  a  frefh  action,  and 
that  then  he  fhould  lofe  the  benefit 
pf  his  feniority.*  This  fully  met 
the-  intention,  of  the  court,  and 
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Lord  Mansfield  faid  he  faw  the 
wifdom  of  it,  as  many  prifoners 
in  tided  to  their  discharges  would 
procure  friendly  actions  to  keep 
them  in  prifon,  merely  for  the 
fake  of  holding  the  rooms,  which 
phis  order  would  effectually  flop. 
The  court  alfo  came  to  another  re- 
solution, which  was,  that  every 
prifoner  mould  inhabit  the  room 
he  held;  and  laftly,  that  Capt. 
Philips  be  brought  up  on  Monday 
next,  as  the  head  of  the  aflbcia- 
tion,  td  anfwer  perfonally  for  the 
violence  and  outrages  committed 
on  diftrefTed  and  injured  prifoners, 
by  him  and  his  defperadoes;  by 
the  fir  ft  order  near  ioq  prifoners 
will  be  difcharged,  and  new  ones 
obtain  rooms  on  moderate  terms. 

i  Ycfterday,    purfuant    to 

*  an  order  of  the  Court  of 
King's  -  bench,  on  Friday  laft, 
Capt.  Thomas  Philips  was  brought 
up  a  prifoner  from  the  King's- 
bench  prifon,  touching  the  Court 
df  King's- bench  within  the  prifon, 
of  which  court  Captain.  Philips 
adted  as  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  and 
of  whom  complaint  had  been  then 
made,  as  guilty  of  many  a£b  of 
oppreflion  to  his  fellow  prifoners, 
in  his  affumed  character,  Captain 
Philips,  in  his  affidavit,  ftated, 
that  the  court  was  formed  before 
he  became  a  prifoner;  that  foon 
after  his  confinement,  he  was  una- 
nimoufly  ele&ed  Lord  Chief  Juf- 
tice, and  that  the  court  was  not 
of  his  fubftituting,  but  committed 
to  his  prefidency.  That  the  court 
was  highly  ferviceable  to  the  com- 
munity, preventing  confufion  and 
diforder,  and  enforcing  regula- 
rity. 

Mr.  Beacroft,  counfel  for  the 
petitioning  prifoners,  the  foremoft 
of  yyhom  is  a  mailer  fmith,  made 
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no  observation  to  the  court  on  the 
alledged  offence  or  open  defence, 
but  moved,  "  That  as  the  Lord1 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's-bencit 
prifon,  flood  charged  in  execution 
as  a  prifoner  at  the  fuit  of  the 
crown  (for  Smuggling),  and  as  there 
were  alfo  Several  detainers  lodged 
again  ft  him  as  well  for  criminal 
as  civil  matters,  he  be  removed 
from  the  feat  of  his  jurifdi&ioo, 
to  the  New  Jail. in  the  Borough.** 
Lord  Mansfield  recapitulated  hia 
former  abhorrence  of  the  illegal 
and  oppreffive  meafures  of  that 
(elf-created  court,  declared,  that 
if  it  was  continued,  the  members 
thereof  fhould  be  proceeded  againft 
with  the  higheft  Severity;  and  as 
an  example,  ordered  his  brother 
Juftice  to  be  inftantly  carried  to 
the  confined  purlieus  of  the  New 
Jail.  His  lord  (hip  mentioned  alfo/ 
that  one  hundred  prisoners  were, 
on  examination,  found  to  be  dis- 
chargeable, and  who  were  volun- 
tary prifoners,  in  the  benefit  of 
letting  out  rooms,  and  for  the  con- 
venience of  Smuggling,  of  which 
number  was  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
Philips,  and  that  a  very  con  fid  er- 
able  feifure  had  been  made  on  Sa- 
turday laft.  Mr.  Philips  was  im- 
mediately put  into  a  coach,  and, 
carried  to  his  new  lodgings. 

This  day  was  held  a  .  • 
Common  Hall  at'  Guild-  2+U1' 
hall,  for  the  choice  of  fuch  officer* 
belonging  to  the  corporation  a* 
are  annually  e letted  on  this  day* 
As  foon  as  the  common  cryer  hacjj 
opened  the  court,  Mr.  Alderman; 
Townfend  came  forward  with  a 
letter  in  his  hand,  which  he  faicf 
he  had  received  from  Mr.  Oliver^ 
one  of  the  reprefentatives  in  Par- 
liament for  this  city,  which  with 
their  leave  he  would  read* 

The 
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gular  (leps  to  be  taken  to  obtain 
the  warrant. 

,  Came  on  before  the  Barons 

'  '  of  the  Exchequer  the  hearing 
of  a  caufe,  wherein  a  gentleman 
of  the  town  of  Kingfton  upon  Hull 
was  plaintiff,  and  the  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Huntingdon,  vicar  of  Kirk 
Ella,  defendant.  The  fait  was 
for  the  tythe  of  a  fmall  quantity 
of  potatoes,  value  17s.  which  the 
|>JaintifF  claimed  as  impropriator  ; 
when,  after  a  fair  hearing,  it  was 
determined  that  potatoes  are  a 
fmall  tythe  ;  and  the  Vicar's  claim 
to  all  the  fmall  tythes  being  allow- 
ed, the  Barons  decided  the  caufe 
in  favour  of  the  vicar,  and  ordered 
the  plaintiff's  bill  to  be  difmifTe^. 

ExtraSi  of  a  Letter  from  Wihcbefter. 
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-  ,  On  Mcnday  night  a  large 

body  of  French  prifoners 
confined  in  the  King's  houfe  here, 
found  means  to  let  themfelves 
down  into  a  vault  in  the  north 
wing,  from  whence  they  cut  a  hole 
through  the  foundation  of  the 
building,  and  undermined  the 
ground  for  fome  diftance  ;  and 
had  it  not  been  for  an  accident  oc- 
cafioned  by  their  eagernefs  in  get- 
ting out,  in  which  a  boy's  arm 
was  broke,  andwhofe  fudden  cries 
inftantly  alarmed  the  centinels,  it 
is  fuppofed  fome  hundreds  would 
have  got  s  off  undifcovercd,  but, 
owing  to  the  above,  only  eleven 
made  their  efcape." 
.    ,1  The  bill  for  veftine:  in 

the  two  universities,  &c. 
the  exclufive  right  of  printing  al- 
manacks, was  read  a  fecond  time; 
when  a  petition  from  Mr.  Carnan, 
bookfeller,  was  alfo  read,  praying 
to  be  heard  by  counfel  againft  the 
faid  bill,  which  was  granted; 
when  Mr,  Davenport  and  Mr.  Er- 
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fyine  were  both  admitted  to  tnfi 
bar,  and  on  pleading  the  law 
againft  monopolies,  and  the  legal 
determination  of  the  courts  of 
Chancery  and  Common  Pleas,  the 
bill  was  rejected  on  a  divifion  66 
to  4c*    ' 

This  day  the  following      g  , 
bills  were  pafled  by  com- 
miflion  : 

An  aft  for  the  further  relief  of 
ProteftantDiflentingMiniftfcrs  and 
Schoolm  afters. 

An  aft  to  repeal  fo  much  of  Se- 
veral afts  of  Parliament  as  prohi- 
bit the  growth  and  produce  of  to-^ 
bacco  in  Ireland,  and  to  permit  the 
importation  of  tobacco  of  the 
growth  and  produce  of  that  king- 
dom into  Great  Britain,  &c. 

An  aft  for  granting  a  bounty 
upon  the  importation  into  this 
kingdom  of  hemp,  of  the  growth 
of  Ireland,  for  a  limited  time. 

An  aft  for  granting  a  drawback 
of  the  duties  xmpofed  by  an  aft  of 
the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament  uport 
all  foreign  wines  exported  from 
Great  Britain  to  any  Britifh  colony 
in  America,  or  to  any  Britifh  fet- 
tlement  in  the  Eaft-Indies. 

An  aft  to  enable  the  Chancellor 
and  Council  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
cafter  to  fell  and  difpofe  of  certain 
fee  farm  rents,  and  other  rents, 
&c; 

An  aft  for  altering  the  times  of 
holding  the  Martinmas  and  Candle- 
mas terms  in  the  Court  of  Exche- 
quer-in  Scotland. 

An  aft  for  better  fecuring  the 
duties  on  ftarch. 

And  to  feveral  road,  inclofure, 
and  ocher  bills. 

This  morning  the  Knights        , 
Eleft  of  the  Bath  affembled   I9tn* 
in   the  Prince's   Chamber,  Weft- 
minfter.     About  half  paft  eleven 
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&*.clock  the  proceffion  began  to  the 
Abbey,  after  walking  round  which 
they  entered  Henry  the  Seventh's 
chapel,  where  they  were  inftalled 
with  the  ufual  formality. 

The  Knights  inftalled  were  Sir 
Robert  Gunning,  Bart.  Sir  James 
Adolphus  Ougiiton,  R.  H.  Sir 
John  Blaquierej  Sir  George  Ho- 
ward, R.  H.  Sir  John  Irwine,  Sir 
William  Gordon,  Sir  William 
Howe,  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hughes,  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
Sir  HedtorMunro,  Sir  James  Har- 
ris, and  the  Earl  of  Antrim. ! 

Sir  J.  A.  Oughton,  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Sir 
James  Harris,  and  Sir  He&or 
Munro,  were  inftalled  by  Proxy. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Fre- 
derick fat  as  Great  Mafter,  and 
did  the  bufinefs  with  eafe  and  won- 
derful propriety. 

A  gallery  was  erected  over  the 
door  of  the  chapel,  in  which  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  with  two  of  the 
Princes  his  brothers,  the  Duke  of 
Montagu,  &c.  fat  to  fee  the  cere- 
mony. 

The  Queen,  and  others  of  the 
royal  children,  were  placed  in  a 
gallery  built  for  that  purpofe,  near 
the  great  weftern  door  of  the  Ab- 
bey, from  whence  they  had  a  full 
view  of  the  proeefiion  through  the 
Abbey  to  and  from  the  chapel. 

The  whole  ceremony  was  finifh- 
ed  by  half  after  two,  and  in  the 
evening  a  grand  ball  was  given  by 
the  knights  who  were  inftalled,  at 
the  King's  Theatre  in  the  Hay- 
market,  at  which  upwards  of  1000 
of  the  nobility  and.  gentry  were 
prefent. 

,  This  day  James  Mathi- 

fon  was  tried  at    the  Old 

Bailey,     for    a    forgery   upon    the 

Bank  of  England. — There  jgerbaps 


never  appeared  in  any  court  of  juf- 
tice  fo  capital,  nor  fo  ingenious  a 
man  in  his  ftile  as  this  prifoner. 
He  has  reigned  longer  in  his  vil- 
lainy, and  has  executed  it  with 
more  dexterity  than  any  that  pro- 
bably ever  preceded  him.  His 
practice  for  fome  time  paft  had 
been  to  go  to  the  Bank,  and  take 
out  a  note  : — this  he  counterfeited* 
palTed  the  copy,  and  after  fome 
time  returned  the  original  again. 
The  frequency  of  his  applications 
at  laft  however  excited  fufpicions, 
which,  added  to  fome  other  cir- 
cumftances,  arifing  from  his  ap- 
pearance -and  figure  in  life,  he 
was  taken  up.  On  his  apprehen- 
fion,  he  denied  the  accufation* 
called  himfelf  a  watch-maker,  and 
faid  he  lived  by  the  honeft  exercife 
of  his  employment ;  but  when  he 
was  brought  before  Sir  J^hn  Field- 
ing* he  was  there  known  to  be  the 
perfon  who  had  been  charged  with 
forgeries  upon  the  Bank  at  Dar- 
lington ;  and  being  told  there* 
that  his' name"  was  Mathifon,  and 
not  Mathews,  as  he  had  given  out* 
he  immediately  loft  all  confidence, 
and  taking  it  for  granted  that 
there  were  circumftances  already 
difcovered  entirely  fufficient  for  his  . 
convidlion  ;  he  faid,  it  was  need- 
lefs  to  conceal  any  thing  then, 
and  gave  an  ample  information  of' 
ins  various  frauds,  and  his  mode 
of  carrying  them  into  execution. 
The  particular  forgery  on  which 
be  was  charged  to-day,  was,  fuf 
uttering  a  twenty -pound  bank 
note,  Bank  of  England*  at  Co- 
ventry. The  note  was  produced 
in  Court,  and  witnefTes  were 
brought  to  prove  its  having  been 
ncgociated  by  him.  This  fact  be- 
ing eftabliihed,  the  next  circum- 
ftance  in  confideratiou  was,  to 
[0]   2  prove 
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boar  in  the  hoafes  of  correction, 
feveral  of  whom   were  branded  ; 


prove  that  the  note  was  absolutely 
a  counterfeit  one.     This  his  pro- 
fecutors  were  totally  unable  to  do, 
bv  anv  teftimony  thev  coald  ad- 
dace,  fo  minutely,   and  fo  dexte- 
roufly  had  he  feigned  all  the  diffe- 
rent marks.     The  note  itfeif  was 
not  only   fo  made  as  to  make  it 
altogether  impoflible  for  any  hu- 
man optic  to  perceive  a  difference, 
but  the  very  hands  of  the  cafhier 
and  the  entering  clerk  were  al fo 
fo  counterfeited,  as  entirely  to  pre- 
clude   a    pofitive    difcrimination, 
even    by    thefe    men  themfelves. 
The   water   mark    too,    namely, 
Bank    of    England,     which    the 
bankers  have  con  fide  red  as  an  in- 
fallible criterion  of  fair  notes,  a 
mark  which  could  not  be  refem- 
bled  by  any  poffible  means,  was 
al  fo  fo  hit  off  by  this  man,  as  to 
make  it  not  in  the  power  of  the 
mod  exact  obferver  to  perceive  a 
difference.     Several  paper-makers 
were   of  opinion    that  this   mark 
muft  have    been    put   on    in    the 
making  of  the  paper,  but  Mathi- 
fon   declared    that   he   put  it   on 
afterwards  by  a  method  peculiar 
to  himfelf,    and    known    only    to 
himfelf. — The  extreme  fimilitude 
of  the  fair  and  fdlfe  notes  had  fuch 
an  effect  upon  the  Judge  and  Jury, 
that  the  prifoner  would  certainly 
have  been  difcharged  for  want  of 
evidence  to  prove  the  counterfeit, 
if  his  own  information,  taken  at 
Fielding's,  had  not  been  produced 
again  ft  him,    which  immediately 
turned  the  fcale  again  ft  him,  and 
he  was  found  guilty. 

n         This  day  the  feflions  end- 
ed at  the  Old  Bailey,  when 


four  were  ordered  to  be  whipped  ; 
and  fixteen  difcharged  by  procla- 
mation. 

A  refpite  during  bis  MajenV3 
pleafure  was  fent  to  Newgate  for 
William  Walker,  a  prifoner  under 
fentence  of  death  for  burglary  in 
the  houfe  of  James  Penticrofs. 

Alfo  a  refpite,  until  the  16th  of 
June,  was  fent  to  the  fame  jail  for 
Capt.  James  Major,  a  prifoner 
under  the  like  fentence,  for  writing 
an  incendiary  letter  to  Sir  William 
Mufgrave. 

Sir    Thomas    Clavering,        , 
Gen.   Johnftonc,   and  Mifs  22d" 
Maria   Clavering,  '  niece   to    Sir 
Thomas,    attended   the    quarter- 
feflions  at  Hicks's-hall,  to  profe- 
cute  the  articles  of  the  peace  ex- 
hibited the  day  before  again  ft  John 
Craggs,    Efq;    late   a   lieutenant 
in  the  Eaft-India  Company's  fer- 
vice,  on  behalf  of  Mifs  Clavering. 
By  the  articles,  it  appeared  that 
Mifs  Clavering  lived  in  Orchard - 
ftreet,  Oxford-ftreet,  with  her  un- 
cle ;  that  for  three  months  paft  the 
lieutenant  had  followed  and  pur- 
fued  her  with  fuch  an  unwarrant- 
able attachment  and  affection,  as 
juftly  alarmed  the  fears   of  Mifs 
Clavering;    that  on  the  12th  of 
Mav  he  wrote   her   a   letter,    in 
which,  among  other  terrifying  ex- 
preflions,  he  made  ufe  of  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

"  There  is  no  diftraction  of 
mind  equal  to  that  I  fuffer  for  you. 
Go  where  yon  will,  1  will  follow 
you,  which  may  be  attended  with 
confequences  too  fatal  to  mention 


five  convicts  received  judgment  of  here; -and  as  for  myfelf,  I  have 
death;  twelve  were  Sentenced  to  nothing  but  my  life  to  lofe."  Mifs 
hard  labour  on  the  river  Thames  ;  Clavering  alfo  declared,  that  (he 
thirteen  were  ordered  to  hard  la*     did  not  exhibit  the  articles  from 
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malice  or  hatred,  but  folely  to 
protect  herfelf,  as  fhe  was  in  fear 
of  Jofs  of  life,  or  bodily  harm. 
For  form's  fake,  Sir  John  Haw- 
kins afked  Mifs  Clavering,  if  ever 
fhe  had  given  any  encouragement 
to  his  addrefies  ?  To  which  Mifs 
Clavering  replied  in  the  negative, 
and  faid  (he  had  wrote  to  him,  by 
her  uncle  and  friends  orders,  de- 
firing  him  never  to  fee  her  more. 
It  appeared  on  the  examination 
that  he  followed  her  to  Court,  to 
Salifbury,  Briftol,  Bath,  &c. 

The  lieutenant  was  called,  but 
did  not  appear,  when  the  Bench, 
confidering  his  conduct  and  terri- 
fying threats,  ordered  that  he  be 
apprehended,  and  held  to  the 
peace,  as  well  to  all  his  Majefty's 
fubje&s,  as  to  Mifs  Clavering  in 
particular,  to  find  fureties  in  500I. 
each,  and  himfelf  in  1000 1.  for 
feven  years,  at  the  fame  time 
granting  a  warrant  againft  him, 
with  an  order  of  Court  for  an 
hour's  notice  of  bail,  with  "refe- 
rences therein  to  Sir  John  Fielding 
to  take  bail. 

Meffrs.  Kelly,  Lindfay,  Carter, 
Hill,  Durell,  and  another,  fix 
Weftminfterfchool-boys,were  like- 
wife  tried  for  an  aflault  on  a  man 
in  Dean's-yard,  Weftminfter,  in 
January  laft,  when  they  beat  and 
wounded  him  in  a  mod  fhocking 
manner,  and  after  that  Kelly, 
with  a  drawn  knife  in  his  hand, 
faid,  f  If  you  don't  kneel  down 
and  afk  pardon,  I  will  rip  you  up,' 
which  the  man  was  compelled  to 
dq  to  fave  his  life. 

Hill  and  Durell  pleaded  not  guil- 
ty, the  reft  pleaded  guilty.  Hill 
was  acquitted  for  want  of  evidence, 
and  Durell  found  guilty,  but  fined 
only  is.  on*  a  doubt  of  his  being 


a  principal  among  thefe  polite 
young  ruffians.  The  fa&s  being 
fully  proved,  the  other  four  were, 
fentenced  to  a  month's  imprifon- 
ment  in  Bridewell,  and  100I.  fine 
to  be  paid  among  them ;  but  if 
they  would  in  court  afk  the  profe- 
cutor's  pardon  on  their  knees,  as 
they  had  compelled  him  to  afk 
theirs,  the  court  would  take  off 
the  imprifonment:  they  abfolute- 
ly  refufed  afking  pardon  on  their 
knees.  The  fentence  flood  thus 
for  about  an  hour,  when  the  fa- 
ther of  Carter,  one  of  the  four, 
applied ,  to  the  court,  and  told 
them  that  his  fon  was  elected  to 
Chrift-college,  Oxford,  and  mutt 
go  there  in  a  few  days,  or  lofe  the 
benefit  of  that  election.  On  this 
the  court  took  off  his  imprifon- 
ment. 

This  being  done,  fome  of  the 
magift rates  moved,  that  the  reft 
might  have  *  their  imprifonment  ^ 
taken  ofFalfo.  This  was  ftrongly  * 
oppofed  by  the  chairman,  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  and  feveral  other  jufti- 
ces,  but  on  a  divifion  it  was  car- 
ried to  take,  off  the  imprifonment 
nine  againft  7. 

They  then  were  directed  to  make 
the  profecutor  fatis faction,  and  he 
faid,  as  he  had  before  offered  to 
take  50I.  befides  his  cofts,  he 
would  take  it  then.  The  friends 
of  the  boys  paid  the  profecutor  in 
court  50I.  and  Mr.  Denton,  his 
attorney  20I.  for  the  cofts,  who, 
to  his  honour,  carried  on  the  pro- 
fecution  with  a  fpirit  due  to  the 
attrocious  barbarity  of  the  petty 
claffical  bravoes. 

Peter/burgh ,  Mayzi.  On  Sun- 
day the  new-born  Great  Duke  was 
baptized  at  Zarfco-Zelo,  by  the 
name  of   Conftantine;    the  Em- 
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prcfs  was  the  fponfor.  After  the 
ceremony  the  foreign  mioifters  and 
nobility  dined  with  her  Imperial 
Majefty  at  a  table  of  two  hundred 
covers.  On  this  occafion  feveral 
promotions  were  made  in  the  civil 
and  military  departments. 

Died.  Mr.  Oakes,  at  Newing- 
to:\   aged  107. 

In  Derbyfhire,  J.  Simpfoa, 
aged  1 1 4. 


JUNE. 

„  .  Yefterday  the  following 
bills  received  the  royal  afTent 
bv  commiflion. 

The  bill  to  prevent  frauds  by 
private  diftillers. 

The  bill  to  prevent  frauds  and 
abufes  in  the  payment  of  wages  to 
perfons  employed  in  the  bone  and 
thread-lace  manufactory. 

The  bill  for  the  preservation  of 
the  river  Lee. 

The  bill  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
jelly  certain  duties  on  licences  to 
be  taken  out  by  perfons  letting  to 
hire  horfes  for  travelling  poft. 

The  bill  to  continue  the  aft  of 
the  1 6th  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
for  the  punifhmeBt  by  hard  labour 
of  offenders,  who  (hall  become  lia- 
ble to  be  tranfported,  &x. 

The  bill  for  taking  off  the  duty 
upon  all  fait  ufed  in  curing  pil- 
chards. 

The  bill  to  indemnify  perfons 
who  have  omitted  to  take  the 
oaths  to  qualify  themfelves  for 
offices,  &c. 

The  bill  for  difcontinuing  the 
duties  on  cotton  wool,  the  growth 
and  product  of  the  Britifh  colonies, 
in  America. 


2d. 


The  bill  for  allowing  the  impor- 
tation of  goods  into  this  kingdom 
from  Afia  and  Africa. 

The  bill  for  diffolving  the  mar- 
riage of  the  Marquis  of  Carmar- 
then with  his  now  wife. 

And  feveral  road  and  inclofure 
bills. 

Came  on  before  Sir  Francis 
Buller  and  a  fpecial  jury,  an 
action  brought  on  behalf  of  the 
owners  of  the  London  Eaft- India- 
man,  who  charged  Captain  Drake, 
of  the  Rufiel  man  of  war,  with 
wilfully  and  neglectfully  running 
down  the  London  ;  and  laid  their 
damages,  arifing  from  his  con- 
duct, at  50,0001.  The  jury  were 
out  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
and  returned  with  a  verdict  in  fa- 
vour of  the  defendant. 

By  a  lift  of  the  number  of  empty 
honfes  in  the  city  of  London,  as 
returned  by  the  deputies  of  the 
feveral  wards,  the  total  appears  to 
be  if 04,  the  rents  of  which  are 
calculated  to  amount  to  26,375]. 

An  important  queftion,  in  , 
the  caufe  between  the  Rev.  * 
Mr.  Sellon,  of  Clerkenwell,  and 
a  clergyman  of  Northampton-cha- 
pel, came  before  the  Eccleliaftical 
Court.  Mr.  Sellon  inftituted  a 
fuit  againft  the  clergyman,  for 
quitting  the  cure  of  fouls  in  his 
own  proper  parifh,  in  Northamp- 
tonfhire,  and  for  intruding  into 
his  parifh  of  Clerkenwell,  and 
there  reading  prayers,  preaching, 
and  doing  other  ecclefialtical  offi- 
ces. The  clergyman  protefted 
again  ft  the  proceedings,  and  fet 
up  a  plea,  that  he  was  a  chaplain 
to  Lady  Huntingdon,  and  that 
the  right  and  privilege  of  peerage 
exempted  him  from  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  the  fpirituai  court,  and  that 
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<&e  matter  ought  to  be  tried  only 
by  the  peers  of  the  realm.  This 
point  was  very  ably  and  fully  ar- 
gued ;  and  after  a  hearing  of  three 
Hours,  the  judge  declared  that  the 
defendant  was  fubjeft  to  the  jurif- 
di&ion  of  the  court,  and  that  the 
fuit  mud  proceed  again  ft  him. 
i  Were  called  to  the  bar, 

3  •  by  the  .fociety  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  ft/Jeff.  Pepys,  Franklin, 
and  Bond.  The  celebrated  Mr. 
Home  was  like  wife  a  candidate, 
but  rejected.  The  fociety,  upon 
bis  fignifying  a  defire  of  being 
called  this  term,  having,  or  pre- 
tending to  have  a  doubt  Upon  the 
propriety  of  calling  him,  applied 
to  the  other  inns  of  court,  to  be 
hi  formed  by  them?  whether  they 
judged  it  proper,  that  a  clergyman 
in  full  orders  mould  be  admitted 
to  the  bar  ? — Anfwers  importing 
*heir  determination  that  it  would 
be  improper,  being  received  from 
all  the  inns,  that  gentleman  was 
inconfequence  refufed. 

,  This    morning    Prince 

M™«  William  Henry,  his  Ma- 
jefty's  third  fon,  fet  off  for  Portf- 
mouth,  to  go  on  board  Admiral 
Digby's  (hip,  the  grand  fleet  go- 
ing out  on  a  cruize.  His  Highnefs 
goes  as  midfhipman  in  the  Prince 
George. 

This  day  the  following  bills  re- 
ceived the  royal  affent  by  virtue 
of  a  com  million  from  his  Ma- 
jefty,  viz. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  a&  for 
laying  a  tax  on  auctions  and  fales. 

The.  bill  for  the  augmentation 
of  the  judges  falaries. 

The  bill  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  additional  duties  on  vellum, 
parchment,  and  paper. 

The  bill  for  veiling  in  the  Eaft 
Jndia  company,  for  a  limited  time,  ' 


certain  territorial  acquifitions  ob- 
tained in  India,  &c. 

The  houfe  and  fervants  tax  bill. 

The  bill  for  raifing  1,500,000!. 
by  loans,  and  the  bill  for  raifing 
1,900,0001.  by  Exchequer  bills. 

And  Bromfield's,  §ealy's,  and 
Sewell's  divorce -bills. 

Lately  was  deposited  In  ^  » 
the  library  of  the  Univer-  1&tft* 
fity  of  Edinburgh  a  cabinet  of  me* 
dais,  prefented  by  Princefs  Daf- 
chaw,  Countefs  of  Woronzow  5 
containing,  1.  A  feries  o.ftheSor 
vereigns  of  Ruffia,  from  the  Grand 
Puke  Rurick,  who  reigned  at  No- 
vogrod,  A.D.  .862,  to  the  Em- 
prefs  Elizabeth,  who  was  placed 

on  the  throne,  A  p.  1741.  2.  The 
niedal lie  hiftory  of  Ruflia,  in  a  fe- 
ries of  medals  (truck:  in  comme- 
moration of  the  great  events  which 
have  happened  in  that  empire  from; 
the  birth  of  Peter  the  Great,  A.D. 
1672,  to  the  birth  of  Alexander, 
fon  of  the  prefent  Grand  Duke, 
A.D.  1777.  3#  Medals  ftruck 
under  different  Sovereigns,  in  ho- 
nour of  illuftrious  perfons,  who 
had  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  the 
fervice  of  their  country,.  AU  the 
medals  in  this  collection  are  of 
exquifite  workman  (hip.  Several 
of  them  finifced  by  Ruffian  artifls  ; 
and,  in  elegance  of  defign,  as 
well  as  execution,  not  inferior  t$ 
the  medals  of  any  nation  in  Eu- 
rope. 

Sixteen  failors,  lately  tried  at 
Ipfwich  for  the  murder  of  a  publi- 
can, at  whofe  houfe  they  went  to 
imprefs  a  man,  and  tn^k  cafe 
found  f pedal y  were  brought  ocfore 
the  Court  of  King's-bench,  \q  re- 
ceive the  final  decifion  of  that 
court.;  when,  on  fome  defect  in 
the  verdift  in  not  fixing  the'inur^ 
der  on  any  one  in  particular,  th£ 
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whole  were  judged  innocent,  and 
confequemly  di ("charged. 
fi  ,  Mr.  Ijeacroft,  in  behalf 

1  of  a  great  number  of  pri- 

foners  in  the  I^ing's-bench,  p*e- 
fenced  a  petitipn  to  the  court, 
with  an  affidavit  annexed,  praying 
their  lord{hips  interference  an? 
iupport,  againft  feveral  complaints 
therein  dated,  and  ill  treatment 
{hey  have  received  from  a  number 
of  aflbciated  prifoners,  who  had, 
in  oppofition  to  all  law,  in  defiance 
of  the  marfhal's  power,  and  con- 
trary to  all  ideas  of  honefty  and 
humanity,  erected  themfelves  into 
a  kind  of  tribunal,  difpofed  of  the 
property,  and  inflicted  corporal 
punifhment  on  all  who  refufed  to 
comply  with  their  violent  and  un- 
juft  commands. 

Mr.  Beacroft  faid,  that  a  Capt. 
Philips  and  a  Mr.  Chill  ingfworth 
had  fafhioned  a  Court  of  King's- 
bench  within  the  walls  of  the  pri- 
fon,  an 4  that  the  former  filled 
himfelf  marmall,  the  latter  his 
deputy.  That,  affifted  by  about 
8q  more,  they  ifTued  precepts, 
fummonfes,  orders,  decrees,  exe- 
cutions, &c.  again  ft  the  perfpns 
and  property  of  prifoners,  and 
committed  many  flagrant  acts  of 
oppreflion  a.nd  injuftice,  which 
Mr.  Beacroft  obferved  did  not  call 
for  any  particular  motion,  but 
might  be  Submitted  in  the  grpfs  to 
the  wifdom  and  humanity  of  the 
court.  The  petition  and  affidavit 
were  read,  which  formed  nine  dif- 
ferent complaints  to  the  court. 
That  there  were  only  140  rooms 
in  the  prifon,  and  near  600  pri- 
foners :  that  they  were  difpoflefled 
of  th,eir  rooms,  at  the  will  and 
difcretion  of  the  above  court ;  that 
their  property  was  alfo  feized  on 
#nd  difpofed  of    as    $hat   cQurt 


thought  fit :  that  the  a&nal  mar- 
fhall  of  the  King's-bench  had  not 
vifited  the  bench  above  three  times 
in  the  lad  year;  that  the  above 
court  con  fitted  of  prifoners,  whet 
had  long  been  in  titled  to  their 
discharges:  that  (hey  refufed  to 
go  out,  becaufe  in  that  cafe  they 
would  he  obliged  to  give  up  their 
property  to  their  juft  creditors  s 
that  that  court  by  their  oppreflion 3 
and  extortions  had  even  raifed  the 
price  of  rooms  from  50I.  to  70I. 
per  annum :  that  they  claimed 
them  by  Seniority,  and  let  rooms; 
out,  not  chafing  to  live  in  them 
on  that  account :  that  numbers  of 
them  had  been  long  faperfedable, 
or  intitled  to  their  difcharges  un- 
der infolvent  ads  and  lords  a&s : 
and  laftly,  that  fuch  was  the  vio- 
lence and  enormities  committed  by 
them,  that  it  was  dangerous  to  op- 
pofc  or  refufe  to  obey,  and  there- 
fore prayed  the  court's  interposi- 
tion. This  complaint  Lord  Manf- 
field  faid  called  for  immediate  re- 
drefs,  but  in  doing  that  he  confcf? 
fed  himfelf  at  a  lofs  how  to  fleer, 
as  in  doing  juftice  to  the  diftrefled 
prifoner,  he  might  injure  the  cre- 
ditor, who  equally  called  for  hit 
attention,  The  court  were  form- 
ing feveral  refolutions  thereon, 
which  feemed  to  militate  againft 
its  own  intention,  fuch  as  dif- 
charging  thofe  intitled  to  their  dif- 
charges, &c.  when  Mr,  Dunning 
framed  the  following  order  of 
court,  '  that  every  prifoner  who 
had  been  fu  per  fed  able  fix  months, 
and  who  had  not  been  fuperfeded, 
mould  be  difcharged  immediately, 
nnlefs  fuch  prifoner  mould  be 
charged  with  a  frefli  action,  and 
that  then  he  mould  lofe  the  benefit 
pf  his  feniority.*  This  fully  met 
the  intention  of  the  court,  and 
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Lord  Mansfield  fa  id  he  faw  the 
wifdom  of  it,  as  many  prifonera 
in  titled  to  their  difcharges  would 
procure  friendly  actions  to  keep 
them  in  prifon,  merely  for  the 
fake  of  holding  the  rooms,  which 
fhis  order  would  effectually  flop. 
The  court  alfo  came  to  another  re- 
folution,  which  was,  that  every 
prifoner  mould  inhabit  the  room 
he  held ;  and  laftly,  that  Capt. 
Philips  be  brought  up  on  Monday 
next,  as  the  head  of  the  aflbcia- 
tion,  to  anfwer  perfonally  for  the 
violence  and  outrages  committed 
on  diftrefTed  and  injured  prifoners, 
by  him  and  his  defperadoes ;  by 
the  firft  order  near  ioq  prifoners 
will  be  difcharged,  and  new  ones 
obtain  rooms  on  moderate  terms. 

i  Yefterday,    purfuant    to 

an  order  of  the  Court  of 
King's  -  bench,  on  Friday  laft, 
Capt.  Thomas  Philips  was  brought 
up  a  prifoner  from  the  £ing's- 
bench  prifon,  touching  the  Court 
df  King's-bench  within  the  prifon, 
of  which  court  Captain  Philips 
acted  as  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  and 
of  whom  complaint  had  been  then 
made,  as  guilty  of  many  acts  of 
oppreflion  to  his  fellow  prifoners, 
in  his  afTumed  character  Captain 
Philips,  in  his  affidavit,  ftated, 
that  the  court  was  formed  before 
he  became  a  prifoner;  that  foon 
after  his  confinement,  he  was  una- 
nimoufly  elected  Lord  Chief  Juf- 
tice, and  that  the  court  was  not 
of  his  fubftituting,  but  committed 
to  his  prefidency.  That  the  court 
was  highly  ferviceable  to  the  com- 
munity, preventing  confufion  and 
diforder,  and  enforcing  regula- 
rity. 

Mr.  Beacroft,  counfel  for  the 
petitioning  prifoners,  the  foremoft 
of  whom  is  a  mailer  fmith,  made 
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no  obfervation  to  the  court  on  the 
alledged  offence  or  open  defence, 
but  moved,  "  That  as  the  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's-bench 
prifon,  flood  charged  in  execution 
as  a  prifoner  at  the  fuit  of  the 
crown  (for  fmuggling),  and  as  there 
were  alfo  feveral  detainers  lodged 
again  ft  him  as  well  for  criminal 
as  civil  matters,  he  be  removed 
from  the  feat  of  his  jurifdiction, 
to  the  New  Jail  in  the  Borough." 
Lord  Mansfield  recapitulated  his 
former  abhorrence  of  the  illegal 
and  oppreffive  meafures  of  that 
(elf-created  court,  declared,  that 
if  it  was  continued,  the  members 
thereof  fhould  be  proceeded  again  ft 
with  the  higheft  feverity;  and  as 
an  example,  ordered  his  brother 
Juftice  to  be  inftantly  carried  to 
the  confined  purlieus  of  the  New 
Jail.  His  lord  (hip  mentioned  alfo, 
that  one  hundred  prifoners  were, 
on  examination,  found  to  be  dis- 
chargeable, and  who  were  volun- 
tary prifoners,  in  the  benefit  of 
letting  out  rooms,  and  for  the  con- 
venience of  fmuggling,  of  which 
number  was  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
Philips,  and  that  a  very  confider- 
able  feifure  had  been  made  on  Sa- 
turday laft.  Mr.  Philips  was  im- 
mediately put  into  a  coach,  and 
carried  to  his  new  lodgings. 

This   day    was   held    a  • 

Common  Hall  af  Guild-  2+ttl' 
hall,  for  the  choice  of  fuch  officer* 
belonging  to  the  corporation  as, 
are  annually  elected  on  this  day* 
As  foon  as  the  common  cryer  hacj 
opened  the  court,  Mr.  Aldermaij 
Town  fend  came  forward  with  a 
letter  in  his  hand,  which  he  fai4 
he  had  received  from  Mr.  Oliver^ 
one  of  the  reprefentatives  in  Par- 
liament for  this  citv,  which  with) 
the>  leaye  he  would  read. 

The 
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The  purport  of  it  was,  that  be- 
nig  obliged  to  fail  for  the  Weft 
Indies  iconcr  than  he  expected, 
he  begged  Mr.  Townfend  would 
acquair*:  the  livery  of  his  intention 
to  re£gr.  his  feat  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  bet  would  not  accept 
of  a  place  from  the  crown  to  va- 
cate it,  till  frich  time  as  he  had 
their  ccncarrecce,  and  therefore 
defired  him,  a:  the  firft  Comir.cn 
Hal!  that  was  called,  to  acquaint 
the  livery  thereof,  and  not  make 
the  interior;  known  till  thartime, 
left  any  advantages  might  be  taken 
of  it  ; — that  their  determination 
might  be  fent  him,  and  his  anfwer 
received  time  enough  to  choofe  a 
member  in  his  room  before  the 
next  feJEon. 

The*  above  was  received  with 
great  appiaufe,  Mr.  Townfend 
afluring  :rie  livery  that  Mr.  Oliver 
knew  he  would  not  make  any  bad 
nfe  of  the  prior  knowledge  of  the 
intended  vacancy,  as  he  did  not 
intend  to  oifer  himfelf  as  a  candi- 
date. 

The  ele&ion  fcr  fheriff3  then 
came  on,  when  the  feveral  alder- 
men that  had  not  ferved  that  ofSce 
were  called  over,  viz.  Meff.  Kirk- 
man,  Wooldridge,  Wright,  Pagb, 
and  Sainfbury ;  the  firft  of  thefe 
had  a  great  number  of  hands,  the 
fecond  was  hi/Ted  immoderately. 
MefT.  Wright  and  Pugh  had  almoft 
all  the  hands  up,  and  Mr.  Sain- 
fbury was  very  much  clapped. 

MefTrs.  Mackreth  and  Taylor, 
who  had  been  drank  to  by  the 
mayors,  and  Meflrs.  Watfon  and 
Bloxam,  propofed  by  the  livery, 
were  put  up,  and  were  received 
with  clapping  of  hands ;  on  which 
the  election  was  declared  in  fa- 
vour of  MefT.  Pugh  and  Wright; 
but  a  poll  was  demanded  for  Mr. 
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Kirkman,  which  was  withdrawn 
by  his  own  defire,  in  a  handibme 
fpeech.  The  reft  of  the  officers 
were  re-chofen;  and  a  new  ale- 
conner elected. 

Died.  Sir  John  Delafoct,  £t* 
aged  96,  Clerk  Controller  of  the 
kitchen  to  George  I. 

At  Miie-end»  Mrs.  M.  Grimes, 
aged  106. 

William  Kenrick,  LL.D.  a  gen- 
tleman well  known  in  the  literary 
world. 

Lately,  at  Uttoxeter,  Mifs  Nan- 
gle  :  about  two  months  fince, 
while  diverting  berfelf  with  a  fpy- 
ing-g!afs,  the  rays  of  the  fen  fee 
fire  to  her  clothes,  and  burnt  her 
io  as  to  occafion  her  death. 


JULY. 

An  action  brought  by  Sir  ft 
Alex.  Leith,  Bart,  againft  Mr. 
Pope  for  falfe  imprifonment,  and 
a  malicious  profecution  for  a  pre- 
tended felony  (which,  was  tried  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  and  the  plaintiff 
in  this  a&ion  honourably  acquit- 
ted), was  tried  before  Sir  William 
De  Grey  at  Guildhall,  and  a  ver- 
di&of  io,cgoI.  damages  given  to 
the  plaintiff. 

Vienna,  June  26.  This  capital 
was  greatly  alarmed  this  morning* 
about  cine  o'clock,  by  the  blow- 
ing up  of  a  large  powder  maga- 
zine in  the  out-fldrts  of  one  of 
the  fuburbs,  in  which  about  forty 
artillery- men  were  employed  in 
filling  cartridges,  whereby  many 
lives  were  loft.  The  roofs  of 
many  houfes  in  the  adjoining  fu- 
burb  were  confiderably  damaged ; 
and  it  is  feared  that  numbers  of 
people  may  h*ve  been  maimed  or 

deftrcy-d. 
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deftroyecl.  Prince  Charles  Lich- 
tenflein,  the  governor  of  the  town, 
went  immediately  to  the  fort,  and 
all  poffible  affiftance  was  given. 
The  Emperor  himfelf  arrived  from 
Laxenbourg  with  the  utmoft  expe- 
dition ;  and,  by  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jelly's  orders,  all  means  were  ufed 
10  give  the  fpeedicit  relief  to  the 
furviving  fufFerers. 

,  His    Majeity  went  to  the 

'  *  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  gave 
the  royal  aiTent  to, 

An  aft  for  removing  certain  dif- 
ficulties with  refpect  to  the  more 
fpeedy  and  effectual  manning  of 
his  Majcfty's  navy,  for  a  limited 
time. 

An  aft  for  augmenting  the  mi- 
litia.    And  to  one  private  bill. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-two 
bills  received  the  royal  afTent, 
which  is  the  greateft  number 
known  in  one  feffions  for  many 
years. 

1  A  proclamation  was  ifTued, 
"  "  charging  all  officers  civil  and 
military,  in  cafe  of  an  invafion,  to 
caufe  all  horfes,  oxen,  and  cattle 
and  piovifions,  to  be  driven  from 
the  fea  coaft  to  places  of  fecurity, 
that  the  fame  may  not  fall  into  the 
.  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Cunningham,  who  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  at  the  beginning  of  the 
American  troubles,  and  who  took 
the  Dutch  mail,  was  brought  pri- 
foner  to  Falmouth  in  the  Gran- 
tham packet  from  New  York,  and 
lodged  in  the  caltle  there. 

i  The  feffions  at  the  Old 

Bailey,  which  began  on 
Wednefday,  ended,  when  the  fe- 
ven  following  received  fentence  of 
death.  James  Barret,  for  a  rape ; 
Tho.  Rickets,  for  houfe-breaking ; 
Mich.  Brannon,  and  Martin  GaJ- 


lava'n,  for  a  highway  robbery.; 
Lucy  Johnfon,  (a  black),  for  a 
robbery  in  a  houfe  of  ill  fame  ; 
Rt.'  Roberts,  Wm.  M'Kenzie,  for 
dealing  a  horfe,  and  Pat.  Doyle 
for  being  an  accefTary  before  the 
fact. 

The  fame  day  was  tried  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  an  indictment  brought 
by  a  butcher  in  Whitechapel  againft 
a  young  gentleman  of  the  clever, 
for  publiftring  a  libellous  ballad, 
reflecting  in  the  groffeft  manner  on 
the    chaftity   of   the    profecutor's 
daughter,  to  whom  the  defendant 
paid  his  add  relies,  which  not  meet- 
ing with   fuccefs,    he  in  revenge 
made  a  fong,  that  in  direct  terms 
charged  the  object  of  his  affections 
with  being  a  itrumpet.     He  em- 
ployed a  man  to  fing  this  carious 
ditty  in,  the  open  market.     The 
father,  being  informed  of  the  au- 
thor, went  to  him,  and  was  an- 
fwered,   '  What,  does  the  cap  fit 
you  ?  then  you  may  wear  it.'-r-The 
daughter  was    now    become    the 
fport  of  the  market,  and  her  lover 
even  pointed  her  out  to  a  throng 
of  fpectators,    who  joined  in  the 
ridicule.      Mr.  Howarth    opened 
the  profecution  very  gravely ;  he 
allowed  that  the  fong  was  fo  rid'i- 
culoufly   laughable,  that  the  jury 
had  a  right  to  exercife  their  rifi- 
ble  features ;  but  when  that  fpirit 
of  humour  had  fubfided,  theymuft 
agree   with  him,    that  it  .  was   a 
cafe  that  called  for  the  mod  fe- 
rious  confideration ;  the  peace  of 
a  family,  the  reputation  of  a  vir- 
tuous woman,  had  been   fcanda- 
loufly  defamed   by  the  malicious 
and  meditated  contrivance  of  the 
defendant.     Mr.  Morgan,  on  the 
other  fide,  kept  the  court  in  a  roar 
of  laughter,  by  a  fpeech  excellently 

con--< 
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contrafted  to  that  of  Mr.  Howarth  ; 
bat  the  attempt  to  tarn  the  whole 
cafe  into  a  trifling,  unguarded  ftep 
of  his  client,  failed,  as  the  Re- 
corder, in  his  charge,  con  fide  red 
it  in  an  alarming  point  of  view, 
as  a  preconcerted  fcheme  to  ruin 
the  young  woman,  and  deftroy  the 
happinefs  of  the  family.  He  was 
found  guilty,  paid  20I.  cods  of  the 
profecntion,  afked  pardon  in  court-, 
and  agreed  to  recant  his  reflec- 
tions in  the  public  prints. 

,  La  ft  week  was  tried  in  " 

,*tJl*  the  Court  of  King's-bench, 
Guildhall,  London,  before  Sir 
Frances  Buller,  and  a  fpecial 
jury,  the  right  of  a  claim  fet  up 
by  the  city  of  London,  to  a  duty 
of  fixpence  per  load  on  hay  fold 
in  Smithfield,  not  the  property 
of  freemen  of  London.  This 
claim  was  difputed  by  feveral  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Finchley,  who 
fet  up  a  contrary  claim  to  an  ex- 
emption from  paying  the  faid  duty* 
On  the  part  of  the  city  of  London 
it  was  contended,  that  the  corpo- 
ration thereof  were  by  immemorial 
cuftom,  and  royal  grants,  in  titled 
to  the  receipt  of  hay-toll  in  Smith- 
field-market,  from  all  non  -  free- 
men ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Finchley  had,  repeatedly,  as  was 
proved,  paid  the  faid  hay- toll ;  to 
which  cafe  was  added  the  tefti- 
mony  of  divers  old  toll-gatherers, 
who  depofed  that  they  took  the 
fluty  of  all  non-freemen  whatever. 
The  defendants  fet  up  a  claim  to 
an  exemption  granted  in  favour  of 
the  Bifhop  of  London,  and  his 
men  or  tenants,  by  King  John, 
whereby  they  were  relieved  from 
the  payment  of  fuch  duties  and 
tolls ;  to  which  they  added  the  tef- 
fimony  of   divers  old    witnefles^ 
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who  depofed  that  they  had  fome 
thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  years  fince, 
fold  hay  at  Smith  field,  without 
paying  the  fix-pence  per  load,  of 
late  years  demanded,  and  received 
by  the  collectors  of  duties  and 
tolls  in  that  market ;  bat  as  it  did 
not  appear  that  Finchley  was  a 
manor  belonging  to  the  Bifliop  of 
London,  at  the  time  the  aforefaid 
exemption  was  granted  to  his  te- 
nants, and  as  the  exceptions  with 
refpeft  to  the  payment  of  the  dif- 
puted duty  were  dubious,  a  ver- 
dict was  given  for  the  city  of  Lou* 
don. 
A  Regifter  of  the  Weather      g  , 

for  Seven  Days  paft. 
N.  B.  It  was   taken  in  London, 
the  inftrument  on   an   E altera 
afpelt,  and  in  the  fhade. 
Farenheit's  Thermometer. 
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The  extreme  heat  felt  in  the 
courfe  of  la  ft  week  occafioned  the 
above  obfervation,  the  truth  of 
which  may  be  depended  upon.  In 
the  middle  column,  or  afternoon  3, 
the  heat  has'  been  fo  great  as 
fcarcely  ever  to  have  been  remem- 
bered in  this  climate;  and  as  a 
confirmation  of  its  intenfenefs,  Mr, 
Fofter,  in  his  laft  published  obfer- 
vations  on  the  South- American 
iilands,  which  are  in  the  torrid 
zone,  and  of  courfe  under  a  verti- 
cal fun,  directly  over  their  heads, 
with  no  fhadow,  fays,  that  the 
heat  is  generally  from  80  degrees 
to  90 }    now,   udoq  infpettion  q( 
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29th. 


the  above  column,  there  will  be 
found  four  days  out  of  feven  above 
80;  on  the  1 6th  even  at  83,  a 
great  height  indeed  for  us. 

1  On  Friday  laft  died,  in 

*  the  31ft  year  of  his  age,  at 
Oxford,  that  king  of  horfes,  Old 
Mafic,  late  the  property  of  the  Earl  ■ 
of  Abingdon,  and  fire  of  many  of 
the  fir  ft  racers  ever  known  in  this 
country  ;  among  which  are  Eclipfe, 
Tranfit,  Shark,  Pretender,  Mag- 
nolio,  Leviathan,  Mafquerade,  &c. 
&c. 

Capt.  Caton,  formerly 
mailer  of  a  (hip  in  the  mer- 
chants fervice,  but  having  acquired 
a  fortune  had  quitted  the  fea,  was 
during  the  courfe  of  the  month 
forcibly  feized  by  a  prefs  gang  on 
the  public  exchange  at  Briftol,  and 
carried  on  board  a  tender.  He 
has  fince  been  releafed,  but  not 
before  his  friends  had  applied  to 
the  navy-board,  and  had  moved 
for  a  habeas  corpus  to  procure  his 
enlargement. 

Died.  One  Jean  Aragus,  a  na- 
tive of  the  village  of  Laftua,  in  Tur- 
key, near  Ragufa,  died  on  the  6th 
of  March  laft,  in  the  123d  year  of 
his  age,  leaving  defcendants  to  the 
fifth  generation,  confifting  of  160 
perfons,  all  living  in  the  fame  vil- 
lage :  he  had  his  health  to  the  laft, 
was  blefled  with  an  extraordinary 
memory  and  found  judgment,  and 
pafled  his    laft   moments   without 
tpain,  extending  his  bleffing  to  his 
furrounding  family.      He  always 
lived  a  life  of  labour,  and  walked 
a  great  deal,  a  very  little  time  be- 
fore his  death  walked  a  very  con- 
fiderable  diftance  to  mafs,  accord- 
ing to  his  ufua)  cuftom.     The  em- 
ployment of  his  early  days  was  to 
conduit  the  caravans ;    he  after- 


wards took  to  farming,  which  he 
purfued  with  great  induftry,  intel- 
ligence, and  fuccefs;  he  always 
lived  very  temperately,  and  his 
known  honefty  and  good  qualities 
made  him  eftcemed  while  living, 
and  regretted  when  dead,  even  by 
the  Turks  themfelves,  who  are 
not  very  apt  to  efteem  people  of 
a  different  perfuafion  from  them* 
(elves. 


AUGUST. 

At  Newcaftle  was  tried,     ^- 
before  Mr.  Jo ftice  Buller,  and   **"• 
a  Special  Jury,   an  iflue  directed  - 
by  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  in  the   - 
leng  contefted  caufe  between  the  • 
ReSor  of  Simonbum  and  the  oc- 
cupiers of  ancient  farms  within 
that  parifh,    relative  to  a  claim  ~ 
made  by  the  former  of  agiftmenl 
tithe  in  kind.    The  quemon  for' 
the  determination  of  the  jury  m 
this  ifTue  was, '  whether  a  modus 
of  id.  which  Dr.  Scott  infilled  was 
for  Hay.  tithe,  did  or  did  not  ex- 
tend to  grafs  agifted  or  eaten  by 
unprofitable  cattle?  After  a  long 
hearing,   the  jury  gave  a  verdic% 
again  ft  the  re&or,  upon  the  clear- 
eft  evidence,  to  the  entire  fatiafac- 
tioa    of  the   learned  judge  who 
tried  the  caufe. 

At  the  aflizes  for  the  coun-  ^ . 
ty  of  Surry  was  tried,  before 
Lord  Mansfield,  a  caufe  wherefn 
the  inhabitants  of  Walworth  were 
plaintiffs,  and  the .  Commiffioners 
of  Sewers  defendants.  The  mat-* 
ter  in  queftion  was,  "  Whether  a 
houfe  no  way  benefited  by  the 
Sewers,  or  any  of  the  faid  com- 
miftioners  works,  had  a  right  to 
be  by  them  aflefied.9    After  very 

learned 
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learned  debates  for  upwards  of 
three  hours,  the  jury  gave  a  ver- 
dict for  the  plain  lifts. 

,  The     deputy  -  recorder 

*  *  .  made  the  report  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  in  council  of  the  feven  capi- 
tal convicts  now  under  fentence  of 
death  in  Newgate,  when  the  five 
following  were  ordered  for  execu- 
tion on  Wednefday  the  25th  in- 
flant,  viz.  Michael  Brannon  and 
Martin  Gallavan,  alias  Gallaway, 
Lucy  Johnfon,  a  black  woman, 
Thomas  Ricketts,  and  James  Bar- 
rett. Johnfon  was  afterwards  re- 
prieved, and  the  others  executed. 

The  two  following  were  refpited 
during  his  Majefty's  pleafure, 
viz.  Kenneth  William  Williams 
M'Kenzie,  alias  William  Murray, 
and  Patrick  Doyle. 

,  This  day   the  Duke  of 

Northumberland,  preceded 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sellon,  with  many 
ofthecommiffioners  for  pavements, 
and  inhabitants  of  Clerkenwell  ; 
the  artificer  and  workmen,  with 
the  feveral  enfigns  of  their  refpec- 
tiye  employments,  and  followed 
by  a  train  of  juftices  of  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  clofed  by  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  chairman,  went  from 
Hicks's-hall  to  Clerkenwell-green, 
where  his  Grace  laid  the  founda- 
tion ftone  of  the  new  Court-houfe 
t©  be  there  erected  in  the  room  of 
Hicks's  hall.  The  following  is  a 
tranflation  of  the  infcription  placed 
under  the  ftone  : 

"  The  firft  ftone  of  this  Seflion- 
houfe,  erected  for  the  ufe  of  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  and  for  other 
good  and  necefTary  purpofes,  for 
the  better  performance  of  the 
King's  fervice  in  the  faid  county, 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment made  and  pafTed  in  the  1 8th 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  George 
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the  Third,  was  laid  by  the  fnoft 
noble  and  puiflant  Prince  Hugh 
Duke  and  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land, Cuftos  Rotulorum  of  the 
faid  county,  at  the  requeft,  and  in 
the  prefence  of  the  Commiffionera 
appointed  for  building  the  faid 
Seffion -houfe,  on  Friday  the  20th 
dayofAuguft*  1779." 

The  woman  who  fet  her  •  , 
houfe  on  fire  in  Warwick-  * 
lane,  was  examined  before  Alder- 
man Pugh,  at  Guildhall,  when  it 
appeared  that  her  goods  were  in- 
fured  for  700 1.  though  all  fhe  had 
in  the  houfe  was  not  worth  60 1. 
When  fhe  gave  the  alarm  of  fire* 
fhe  thought  the  houfe  paft  recover- 
ing, being  in  flames  in  feveral 
places  ;  and  fhe  particularly  made 
an  outcry  after  a  box,  which  fhe 
faid  was  full  of  lace  and  other 
goods  to  the  value  of  300I.  but 
when  found,  was  full  of  nothing 
but  combuftibles.  She  had  fet  it 
on  fire,  and  the  back  part  of  it 
was  burning,  as  were  feveral  other" 
pieces  of  furniture  in  the  fame 
room.  She  behaved  with  uncom- 
mon audacity,  and  charged  the 
perfon  who  was  chiefly  inftrumen- 
tal  in  her  detection  with  a  crimi- 
nal intercourfe  with  her  maid,  a 
Dutch  girl,  who  could  hardly  fpeak 
Englifti,  and  who  had  been  with 
her  but  a  few  days.  Circumftances 
were  ftrong  againft  her,  and  fhe 
was  committed  to  gaol. 

ExtraSi  of  a   Letter  from  Dublin > 
Auguft  17. 

€t  At  the  fummer  aflizes  for  the 
county,  and  county  of  the  city' of* 
Waterford,  the  High  Sheriff, 
Grand  Juries,  and  principal  inha- 
bitants met,  for  the  purpofe  of* 
taking  into  confederation  the  pre-, 
fent  ruinous  ftate  of  the  trade  and 

man  a- 
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manufactures,  and  the  alarming 
decline  in  the  value  of  the  ftaple 
commodities  of  this  kingdom ;  and 
looking  upon  it  as  an  indifpenfible 
duty  that  they  owed  their  county 
and  themfelves,  to  reftrain,  by 
every  means  in  their  power,  thefe 
growing  evils,  they  came  to  and 
figned  the  following  refolutions, 
to  the  number  of  166. 

"  Refolved,  That  we,  our  fa- 
milies, and  all  whom  we  can  in- 
fluence, (hall,  from  this  day,  wear 
and  make  ufe  of  the  manufactures 
of  this  country,  and  this  country 
only,  until  fuch  time  as  all  par- 
tial reftriction*  on  our  trade,  im- 
pofed  by  the  illiberal  and  contrac- 
ted policy  of  our  filler  kingdom, 
be  removed :  but  if,  in  confe- 
rence of  this  our  refdlution,  the 
manufacturers  (whofe  intereft  we 
have  more  immediately  under  con-  . 
fideration)  ihould  act  fraudulently, 
or  combine  to  impofe  upon  the 
public,  we  lhall  hold  ourfelves  no 
longer  bound  to  countenance  and 
fupport  them. 

"  Refolved,  That  we  will  not 
deal  with  any  merchant  or  fhop- 
kceper  who  fhall,  at  any  time 
hereafter,  be  detected  in  impofing 
any  foreign  manufacture  as  the  ma- 
nufacture cf  this  country." 
ns  i  Laft  week  a  labourer,  in 

digging  for  the  foundation 
of  the  intended  portico  for  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury's  grand 
entrance  to  his  Park  near  Lambeth 
church,  found  a  trunk,  to  appear- 
ance like  the  cafe  of  a  fowling- 
piece,  when  packed  up  for  expor- 
tation, which  contained  the  leg- 
bones  of  a  man,  together  with  a  cu- 
rious antique  fhoe ;  and  notwith- 
flanding  the  bones,  after  being  ex- 
pofed  to  the  air,,  fell  toduft,  the  ftioe, 


though  leather,  ftill  remained  per- 
fect and  in  tire.  It  is  fuppofed  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Antiquarian 
Society  to  have  been  the  leg- bones 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers,  whofe 
leg,  from  being  loaded  ~\vith  a 
heavy  chain  during  his  imprifori- 
ment  at  the  time  of  the  confine- 
ment of  the  Bifhops  Hooper,  Rid- 
ley, and  Latimer,  in  the  Arch- 
bifhop of  Canterbury's  tower,  neaY 
about  the  time  of  the  recantation 
of  Archbifhop  Cranmer,  had  morti- 
fied, and  was  cut  off.  This  hap- 
pened in  the  year  1555,  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Mar^. 

We  have  from  Kingfton,  -  , 
in  Jamaica,  the  following 
account  of  the  burning  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fhip  Glafgow  i  it  was  occa- 
sioned by  the4  carelefTnefs  of  the 
Steward,  in  going  down  to  the 
hold  with  a  candle  in  his  hand  to 
draw  rum,  and  the  fhip  was  in- 
tirely  confumed,  notwithstanding 
every  effort  was  ufed  by  Captaift. 
Lloyd,  his  officers  and  crew.  The: 
Captain  feeing  no  profpect  of  far- 
ing the  fhip,  ordered  the  powder 
to  be  thrown  overboard  ;  to  whicli 
conduct  the  fhipping  in  the  har- 
bour, and  even  the  town,  owe 
their  prefervatibn  :  no  lives  were 
loft  except  the  Mafter,  who  was 
fnatched  out  of  the  flames  mifer- 
ably  fcorched,  and  died  next  morn- 
ing on  board  his  Majefty's  bri- 
gantine  Badger,  in  which  Capt. 
Lloyd,  his  officers,  and  men,  failed 
on  Thurfday  laft  for  Port  Royal. 
The  inhabitants  were  thrown  into 
confufion,  as  her  broadfide  lay  to- 
wards the  town,  and  the  guns  be- 
ing all  loaded,  went  off  as  the  fire 
approached  them,  the  fhot  of  which 
damaged  fevcral  houfes,  but  hap- 
pily did  no  other  execution. 

SUMMER 
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SUMMER  ASSIZES. 

At  Oxford,  two  were  capitally 
convi&ed. 

At  Sal  i  (bury,  two— one  of  whom 
was  the  noted  highwaywoman— 
both  were  reprieved. 

At  Hereford,  two. 

At  Cambridge,  one — reprieved. 

At  Huntingdon,  one — repriev- 
ed. 

At  Chelmsford,  &x — four  re- 
prieved. 

AtWorcefter,  one— reprieved. 

At  Stafford,  three— two  repriev- 
ed. * 

At  Croydon  (for  Surry)  fix. 

At  the  aflizes  for  the  county  of 
Somerfet,  Sir  William  Yea,  Bart, 
by  ttye  fentence  of  the  Crown 
Judge,  under  three  profecutions, 
two  for  forcible  entries,  and  the 
other  for  a  very  outrageous  aflault 
on  his  tenant's  wife,  was  fined 
ioolvand  ordered  to  be  imprifoned 
in  the  county  jail  for  two  months. 

At  Bridgewater,  two. 

At  York,  four — three  reprieved. 

At  Bury,  one. 

Dorchefter,  Durham,  Newcaflle, 
Norfolk,  and  Buckingham,  proved 
maiden. 

Naples,  Jug.  10.  On  Sunday 
,  night,  the  8th  inflant,  we  had 
the  moil  tremendous  eruption  of 
Mount  Vefuvius  that  can  be  ima- 
gined, and  fuch  as  the  oldeft  per- 
son here  never  experienced.  For 
fome  preceding  days  the  volcano 
had  been  very  noify  and  unquiet, 
throwing  up  red-hot  flones,  and 
emitting  lava  at  times,  but  not 
freely.  Between  nine  and  ten 
o'clock  the  difcharge  of  flones  and 
inflamed  matter  from  the  crater 
increafed  every  inflant,  and  then 
burft  into  one  complete  fheet  of 
fire,    which  mounted  ftrait,  and 
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continued  in  full  force  about  2  J 
minutes,  when  it  ceafed  abruptly. 
The  elevation  of  that  column  of4 
fire  was  at  leafl  equal. to  three  times 
that  of  Mount   Vefuvius    itfelf* 
which  rifes  upwards  of  three  thou* 
fand  feven  hundred  feet  perpendi- 
cularly above  the  level  of  the  fea. 
The  whole  cone  of  Vefuvius,  and 
part  of  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tain of  Somma,  were  foon  covered 
with  red-hot  flones  and  liquid  bur- 
ning   matter,    which    fet  fire  to 
woods,  houfes,  vineyards,  &c.  The 
great  fall  of  this  tremendous  co* 
lumn  of  fire  was  chiefly  on  the 
country  of  Ottaiano,  where  it  has 
deftroyed  the  habitations  of  twelve 
thoufand  people,  and  the  land  is 
covered  with  a  ftratum  of  fcorias 
and  erupted  matter  of  about  the 
thicknefs  of  two  or  three  feet : 
fome  of  the  flones  that  fell  there 
weighed  above  an  hundred  pounds; 
and  as  that  country,  on  the  other 
fide  of  Somma,  mufl  be  (in  a  di* 
reel;  line)  at  leafl  four  miles  from 
the  crater  of  Vefuvius,    the  ex* 
treme  height  of  the  column  of  fire 
above  mentioned  feems  to  be  con-* 
firmed.— Caccia-Bella,  a  hunting- 
feat   of  their  Sicilian  Majeflies, 
fituated    between    Ottaiana    and 
Nola,  is  likewife  deftroyed,  and 
it  is  feared  many  people  Have  pe* 
rimed ;  but  as  yet  no  exacl  account 
of  this    melancholy    accident   is 
publifhed,  all  being  in  the  utmoft 
confler nation.      The    inhabitants 
of  Portici,  Torre  del  Greco,  and 
of  Torre  del  Annonciata,    have 
fled  j    and  as    their  fttuation  is 
much  nearer  to  the  volcano  than 
the  country  deftroyed,  they  mufl 
have  fuffered  more,  had  not  the 
wind  been  much  in  their  favour, 
and  carried  all  the  erupted  matter 
in  a  oontrary  direction. 

Ycfterday 
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Yeflerday  Vefuvius  was  much        Died,  Mr.  Samuel  Buck,  aged 

agitated,  and  threw  violently,  but  83,  the  furvivor  of  the  two  ingeT 

nothing  in  companion  of  what  is  nioua  brothers  who  firft  attempted 

above    related*      Until   the  lava  and  executed  a  feries  6f  views  of 

(which  by  its  confinement  in  the  monaftic  and  other  ruins  in  Engi 

bowels  or  the  mountain  occafions  land  in  400  plates, 
thefe  horrid  ipafms)  finds  a  vent, 

we  cannot  be  free  from  the  appre-  ■■'+-■-      -      »  -  ^ -: 

henfions  of  an  earthquake,  which 

foight  do  great  damage  to  this  ca-  SEPTEMBER. 

pitah 

The  appearance  of  the  eruption  .    Mantbefter,  Septemttr  y.    At  the* 

bn  Sunday  night  was  far  beyond  laft  affizes  at    Lancafter;   catrfes 

defcriptioa:  clouds  df  the  blacked  were  brought  againft  three  of  the 

fmoke  accompanied  the  liquid  fire  principal    linen-drapers    of  thit 

that  was  thrown  up ;    and  from  town  for  felling  prohibited  EafU 

thefe  clouds  coaftantly  iflfued  the  India  filk  handkerchiefs :   verdicH 

brighteft  forked  lightning.     The'  agaiaft  them  all  were  found,  with* 

reft  of  the    iky   was   free  from  out  any  difficulty  *  and  they  were 

clouds  ;  and  before  the  eruption  ic  each  fined  in  the  penalty  of  2ooh 

had  been  a  clear  (tar-light  night,  tone-third-  to  the   King,  and  the 

We  are  in  the  midft  of  proceffions ;  other  two-thirds  to  the  pro fecu tors, 
and  the  head  of  St,  Januarius  has        As  a  total  fuppreffion  of  the  fale 

been  expofed,  which  is  confidered  of  thefe  kind  of  handkerchiefs  for 

as  the  J  aft  refource  in  times  of  horde  con  fum prion  will  be  of  great 

danger.     We  hope  we  fhall  foon  advantage  to  the  filk  weavers,  fe^ 

fee  the  lava  break  out,  when  all  veral  thoufands  affe mbled  together 

will  be  calm  again.  this  morning  with  green  apron* 

Naples,  Aug.  17.     On  Wednef-  on,  cockades  id  their  hats,   the* 

day  laft  Mount  Vefuvius  alarmed  colours   belonging  to   the  trade* 

us  again  ;  but  a  quantity  of  lava  and  a  number  of  pieces  of  Ra&* 

being    difcharged,    it    is    hoped  India  filk  handkerchiefs  fixed  da 

this  tremendous  eruption  is  near-  the  top  of  long  poles  5  they  Walk* 

ly  at  an  end.     The  whole  coun-  ed  through  the  town,   the  bells 

try,   for  three  miles  round  Ot-  ringing,  and  at  the  New  Grofil 

taiano,  lies  buried  under  afties ;  burned  the  handkerchiefs, 
and  had  that    fhower   continued        The   laft  arch  over  the    ,  lt, 

one  hour  longer,    every  inhabi-  ne<v  bridge  at   Newcaftle  * 

tant  of  that  town  muft  have  pe-  was  clofed  this  day.      The  whole* 

rifhed    under   the    ruins    of   the  ftru&ure,   fbr  ftrfngth*   elegance* 

houfes,  as  in  the  city  of  Pompeii>  and  good    workmanfhip,    reflect 

in  the  reign  of  Titus.      As  yet  much  credit  on  the  architects  and 

we  have  only  heard  of  two  lives  builders^ 

being  loft  ;  though  the  deftru&ion        From  Thetford  we  have  an  ac-< 

and  defolation  Of  the  country  about  count  of  the  following  fingnlar  in- 

Ottaiano  is  beyond  defenption  ;  fiance  of  fertility :  Mr.  Bidweli  of 

and  the  damage  eftiraated  at  leaft  that  town  planted  in  his  yard  Jaft 

to  300,000  ducats.  October  a  Gcaiting  treey   /row 

Vei*.  XXJL  £/>]  whkk 
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which  he  gathered  in  July  nine 
apples ;  in  Auguft  it  bloffomed 
again,  and  is  at  prefent  full  of 
fruit,  fome  as  large  as  Black- 
birds eggs.  This  may  afford 
matter  of  curious  inquiry  to  bota- 
nifts. 

i  A  moft  daring  and  in- 

5  "  human  murder  was  com- 
mitted on  the  afternoon  of  this 
day  near  the  eighteen  mile  done, 
between  Hoddefdon  and  Ware  in 
Hertfordfhire,  about  four  o'clock, 
the  ufual  hour  that  the  ftage- 
coaches  from  Hertford  pafs  that 
fpot.  A  perfon  going  to  Ware 
about  three  o'clock,  obferved  four 
Irifh  haymakers  coming  out  of  that 
town,  and  upon  his  return  heard 
the  groans  of  a  perfon  from  the 
bottom  of  a  pit  overgrown  with 
bufhes,  clofe  to  the  road.  On 
examining  the  place,  an  unfortu- 
nate creature  was  difcovered  wel- 
tering in  his  blood,  and  fo  mock- 
ingly bruifed  and  mangled  about 
the  head  and  face,  as  to  render  any 
knowledge  of  him  impoffible,  un- 
lefs  from  his  drefs.  He  expired  in 
a  few  minutes  after  he  was  taken 
up.  A  llifpicion  arofe  that  he 
was  one  of  the  four  men  feen  com- 
ing out  of  Ware,  and  that  he  had 
been  Murdered  by  his  companions. 
A  purfuit  was  immediately  fet  on 
foot ;  and  through  the  great  acti- 
vity of  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Hoddefdon,  three  of  the  four  men 
were  taken  about  eight  o'clock,  at 
a  private  lodging-houfe  out  of  the 
public  road  ;  and  after  a  feparate 
examination,  in  which  was  much 
variation  in  their  accounts  of  them- 
felves,  and  upon  the  oaths  of  very 
credible  witnefles,  who  faw  all 
four  in  company  near  the  fpot, 
they  were  on  Thurfday  the  i6th 
fflfely  lodged  in  Hertford  gaol*  to 
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take  their  trial  at  the  affizes — It  U 
generally  fuppofed  that  the  unfor- 
tunate objcdi  of  their  cruelty  had 
prudently  faved  more  money  than 
the  reft,  as  his  pocket  was  cut  off, 
and  above  thirty  millings  found 
upon  one  of  his  comrades,  the 
Other  two  having  no  apparent 
means  of  fubfifting  on  the  road. 

The  D  uchefs  of  Devon-  ^ 
mire,  with  Lord  and  Lady  ' 
Spencer,  and  feveral  other  perfons 
of  rank,  arrived  in  town  from  Spa 
in  Germany,  but  lafl  from  Oftend, 
on  board  the  Fly  (loop.  In  their 
paflage  they  were  attacked  by  two 
French  cutters,  which  were  beat 
off  after  a  long  engagement,  in 
which  feveral  of  the  crew  of  the 
(loop  were  killed  and  wounded. 

His  Majefty  in  Council  ~  , 
was  this  day  pleafed  to  or-  * 
der,  that  the  Parliament  which 
ftands  prorogued  to  Thurfday  the 
1 6th  of  this  inftant  September, 
mould  be  further  prorogued  to 
Thurfday  the  17th  of  Oftober 
next. 

This    day   the    feffions  * 

ended  at  the  Old  Bailey,  2Ilt# 
when  the  ten  following  prifoners 
received  fentence  of  death,  viz. 
Sarah  Budge,  for  Healing  goods  in 
the  houfe  of  John  Whitfield ;  James 
Lake,  for  robbing  William  Wheat- 
ley  on  the  highway,  near  Nine- 
Elms,  of  a  gold  watch,  half  a 
guinea,  &c. ;  Thomas  King,  a 
foldier,  for  dealing  a  quantity  of 
plate  in  the  dwelling-houfe  of  Ro- 
bert Anderfon,  a  publican  of 
Shad  well,  upon  whom  he  was 
quartered  ;  Jeremiah  Hetherley, 
for  dealing  five  hats  in  the  (hop 
of  RichaTd  Burton  and  William 
Bufbv;  Margaret  Creamer,  for 
robbing  John  Scarlet  of  two  gui- 
neas, three  (hillings,  and  a  pocket 

book, 
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book,  on  Saltpetre -Bank  ;  Wil- 
liam Chamberlayne,  for  dealing 
out  of  a  letter  in  the  General  Poft- 
Office,  in  Lombard-dreet,  direct- 
ed to  William  Cunningham,  Efq; 
Chrift  Church,  Oxford,  a  certain 
promiflbry  note  of  Thomas  Ham- 
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Barnet,  by  dabbing  him  in  the 
bread  with  a  knife,  on  his  enter- 
ing with  others  the  apartment,  of 
one  Farmillo,  with  whom  (he  co- 
habited, and,  as  me  thought,  with 
intent  to  imprefs  him.  The  Jury 
found  the  verdict  fpecial,  and  (he 


merfley,   for  the  partners  of  the    is  referred  for  the  opinion  of  the 
Exchange  Banking  Company  and    Judges. 


Self,  for  the  payment  of  iol.  to 
William  Cunningham  or  order,  on 
demand  ;  on  his  arraignment  he 
pleaded  guilty ;  John  Pears,  for 
dealing  a  mare,  verdict  found 
fpecial ;  Mary  Jones,  alias  Wood, 
for  ftealing  divers  linen-drapery 


Mifs  Elizabeth  Watkins,  tried 
for  the  murder  of  her  natural 
child,  was  acquitted. 

Among  thofe  convicted  offelo* 
nies  was  One  Richard  Mealing,  for 
receiving  a  quantity  of  brafs  pat- 
terns and  fhruff,  the  property  of 


goods,   the  property  of  William  Job  Cox,  and  James  Penticrofs; 

Jones,  in  his  (hop  in  Oxford-ftreet  ;  and  immediately  on  his  receiving 

Ifabella,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Con-  fentence  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour 

don,  and  John  Field,  for  coining  on  the  Thames  for  feven  years,  he 

and  counterfeiting  (hillings ;  nine  drew  a  penknife  unperceived*  and 


were  ordered  to  be  kept  to  hard 
labour  in  raifing  fand,  &c.  on  the 
Thames ;  twelve  to  be  imprifohed 
in  Newgate  ;  and  nine  to  be  kept 


in  the  face  of  the  whole  court 
plunged  the  fame  a  little  on  one 
fide  the  throat,  fomewhat  above 
the  collar  bone,  and  worked  the 


to  hard  labour  in  the  houfe  of  fame  about  for  fome  feconds  before 

correction.  it  was  known  what  he  was  doing, 

Philip  Kiernan  was  convicted  of  when  the  knife  was  wrenched  from 

felonioufly    killing     and    (laying  him ;  though  the  wound  was  ter- 

Thomas    Greaves,    a    porter    in  rible,  the  blade  being  above  three 

Gray's-Inn,    in  a  quarrel;   fined  inches  long,  and  he  dabbed. as  far 

one  (hilling,  and  discharged.  as  the  handle,  it  is  (aid  not  to  be 

William    Atkins    and    George  dangerous. 
Wells,  two  watchmen,  were  con-        Thomas  Wright,    Efq;      *>.«. 

victed  of  killing  and  (laying  Tho-  Alderman  and    Stationer,  * 


mas  Hughes,  who  having  made 
fome  didurbance  in  a  public-houfe 
in  George-dreet,  was  by  the  land- 
lord put  into  their  charge,  in  or- 
der to  be  fent  to  the  watch-houfe, 
in  the  way  to  which  being  very 
unruly,  on  his  arrival  there  he  was 
put  into  confinement  in  a  room, 
where  in  a  little  time  after  he  was 
found  dead. 

Mary  Adey,  alias  Lloyd,  alias 
Farmillo,  was  tried  on  an  indict- 
ment, for  the  murder  of  William 


and  Evan"  Pugh,  Efq;  Alderman 
and  Skinner,  were  fworn  into  the 
office  of  Sheriffs  of  this  city,  and 
(heriffs  of  the  county  of  Middle^ 
fex,  for  the  year  enfuing,  at  Guild- 
hall. 

The  fame  day  Brackley  Ken- 
nett,  Efq;  was  c  ho  fen  Lord  Mayor 
of  this  city. 

Rome,  Sept.  ±g.  Yederday,  at 
feven  in  the  morning,  the  light- 
ning fet  fire  to  the  magazine  of 
powder  in  the  citadel  of  Civita* 

[P]  2  Vecchia* 
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Vecchia.— The  roof  of  the  palace  ^  Ac  Enfield,  aged  96,  Benj.  Fed** 

of  the  Governor  was  blown  in  the  dingten,  Efq;   formerly  an  emi- 

air,  the  walls  rent,  the  Mount  of  sent  Turkey-merchant,  and  one 

Piety  overturned   and  deftroyed,  of  the  furvivors  in  the  annuities 

and  all  the  churches  and  houfes  ia  granted    by    King   William    the 

the  neighbourhood  damaged.  Third,  who  received  ioool.  clear 

The  celebrated  collection  of  pic-  yearly  income;  they  are  now  re- 
lures  at  Houghton,  was  lately  fold  duced  te*  three.     For  fbrae  years 
to  the  Em  pre  fa  of  Ruflia,  and  was  pad  the  fundus  of  the  intereft,  by 
ihipped  at  the  port  of  Lynn  in  the  the  original  confHtution  of  the  ton- 
eourfe  of  this  month.  tine,  has  been  applied  to  the  ufes 

,          The  Sanfte  Inea5,  Don  of  government. 
*      *    RedoCo,  a  Spanifh  man  of       At  Eltham,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gam- 
war  from  the  Manillas  to  Cadiz,  brey,   brother  and  filler,   at  the 
raden  with  gold,  filver,  fiHc,.  cof-  age  of  96  and  95 ;  a  twin  Mer  ta 
fee,  china,  cochineal,  indigo,  &c.  the  lady  is  left  a  furvivor  %  the  fa- 
which  was  taken  and  carried  into  ther  of  the  above  died  a  few  years 
the  Shannon,  by  the  Amazon  pri-  fince  in  the  fouth  of  France,  at  the 
vateer  ef  Liverpool,  and  the  Ranger  age  of  109* 
of  Briftol,  after  an  engagement  of  ^ 
two  hours,  is  fnppofed  to  be  the  — — — — — — — — ~ 

rfcheft  prize  taken  fince  the  Ma-  OCTOBER. 

•ilia  (hip  by  Admiral  Anfon. 

The  ^number  of  prifoners  of  war  A  Court  of  Common  Coon-  » 
sow  confined  in  this  kingdom  and  cil  was  held,  when,  according  *  * 
Ireland,  according  to  the  late  ft  re-  to  the  notice  inferted  in  the  (urn- 
turns,  amount  to  12,000,  of  whom  mons,  the  court  proceeded  to  take 
600  are  Spaniards,  2100  Ameri-  into  confideration  the  motion, 
cans,  and  the  remainder  French ;  That  6©ol.  be  the  falory  of  the 
that  is  to  fay,  taken  in  the  French  perfon  who  fbaft  be  elected  recorder 
prizes.  in  the  room  of  John  Glynn,  Efq; 

Died,  John  Glynn,  Efq;  fer-  deceased,  and  on  the  o/icftion  be- 

jeant  at  law,  Recorder  of  London  ing  pot,  it  was  carried  unanimouily 

and  Exeter,  member  for  Middle-  in  the  aifirmative. 
fex,   and   one  of  the  moft  cele*        A  motion  was  made,  and  oneC- 

brated  conftitutional  lawyers  of  the  lion  put,  that  the  fakry  0/  the 

age.    He  fucceeded  Baron  Eyre  as  late  recorder  be  paid  to- Michaelmas 

Recorder  of  London  in  1772.  The  raft,  the  fame  was  reiblved  in  the 

old  falary  is  *&ol.  which  the  com-  affirmative, 
mon  council  have  ufually  made  up        Mancbejbr,  03.  a.  During  the 

400I.    The  fervices  of  Mr.  (now  eourfe  of  the  week  feveral  mobs 

Baron)  Eyre  occafioned  an  addi-  have  afiembled  in  different  part* 

tion  of  aool.   and  thofe  of  Mr*  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  have 

Glynn  were  rewarded  by  increasing  done  much  mifchief  by  deftroving 

the  falary  to  ioool.  the  engines  for  carding  and  »pinw 

John  Armfirong,  M.D.  a  phy-  ning  cotton  wool  (without  which 

fician  of  great  eminence,  and  net  the  trade  of  this  country  could  ne- 

lefs  diftinguilhed  as  a  poet*  ver  be  pofibly  carried  on  to  any 

great 


CHRONICLE.  {**£ 

great  extent).  In  the  neighbour-  fend  the  town,  which  was  isnme* 
hood  of  Chorley,  the  mob  deftroy-  diately  accepted, 
ed  and  burned  the  engines  and  In  confequence  of  thefe  prega~ 
buildings  creeled  by  Mr.  Ark*  rations,  the  mob  did  not  think  k 
wright  at  a  very  great  expence,  prudent  to  proceed  to  any  further 
Two  thoufand,  or  upwards,  at-  violences* 
tacked  a  large  building  near  the  An  order  was  made  laft  . 
fame  place,  on  Sunday,  from  tern  in  the  Court  of  x 
which  they  were  repulied,  two  KingVbench,  that  all  thoie  pii- 
rioters  killed,  and  eight  wounded*  foners  who  were  under  confinement 
taken  prifoners  $  they  returned  in  that  priibn,  and  whefe  a&ion* 
ftrongly  re-inforced  on  Monday,  were  Aiperfedable,  fhould,  if  they 
and  deftroyed  a  great  number  dT  did  not  fue  out  the  fame  before  a 
buildings,  with  a  vail  quantity  of  certain  day,  be  ftruck  off  the  books* 
machines  for  fpinning  cotton,  &c  and  turned  out  of  the  priibn :  the 
Sir  George  Saville  arrived  {with  reaibn  of  this  order  was,  that  * 
three  companies  of  the  York  mill-  number  of  prifoners  who  were  in 
tta)  while  the  buildings  were  in  poieflion  of  rooms,  remained  ift 
flames ;  the  report  of  their  iuten-  tjie  prtfen  for  the  purpefe  of  leu 
tion  to  deftroy  the  works  in  this  ting  them  to  advantage,  by  which 
town  brought  him  here  yefterday  they  gained  a  weekly  income  of 
noon.  At  one  o'clock  this  morn-  one  pound  three  {hillings,  receiv- 
ing two  exprefles  arrived,  one  frost  ing  twenty -four  (hillings,  and  pay- 
Wigan,  another  from  Blackburn,  ing  only  one  ft il ling  to  the  maiv 
intreating  immediate  affiftance,  find  for  his  rent.  As  there  wens 
both  declaring  the  violence  of  the  not  rooms  for  thofe  debtors  who 
infurgents,  and  the  mocking  de-  were  obliged  to  be  in  prifon,  the 
predations  yefterday  at.  Bolton  :  k  court  thought  k  a  hardmip,  and 
is  thought  they  will  be  at  Black-  on  Thurfday  their  order  was  put 
burn  this  morning,  and  at  Prefton  in  execution,  when  near  100  were 
by  four  this  afternoon.  Sir  George  di (charged  for  the  above  reafen,  te- 
ordered  the  drums  to  beat  to  arms  the  great  joy  and  comfort  of  the 
at  half  after  one,  when  he  can-  prifoners,  who  now  will  get  habi- 
fulted  with  the  military  and  magi-  tat  iocs  for  one  milling  per  weefc 
ttrates  in  town,  and  fet  off  at  the  for  which  they  had  paid  twenty- 
head  of  three  companies  foon  after  four. 

two  o'clock  this  morning  for  Chor-  This  day  the  conteft  for        ^ 

iey,  that  being  centrical  to   this  the  office  of  recorder  of  this 

place,    Blackburn,    and    Wigan.  city  was  determined  in  the  court 

Captain  Brown,  of  the  25th  regi-  of  aldermen,  by  a  majority  of  one 

ment,  with  70  invalids,  and  Capt.  in  favour  of  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair? 

Thomafon,  of  Col.  White's  regi-  f  jr  that  gentleman  there  were  13* 

ment,  with  about  joo  young  re-  for  Mr.  Howarth  12.     The  only 

emits,  remained  at  Preiton,    and  abfentee  in  the  court  was  Mr.  Ai- 

rfbr  its  further  fecurity,  Sir  George  derman  Lee. 

Saville  offered  the  juftices  to  arm  For  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair. 

300  of  the  refpe&able  houfe-keep-  Bridgen                Lewes 

ers,  if  (hey  would  turn  out  (9  &-  Crofby                 Plomer 
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fairing  William  Wheately  on  the 
highway  near  the  Nine-Eims-turn- 
pifce,  and  robbing  him  of  a  gold 
watch  and  fome  money ;  Jeremiah 
Hetherley,  for  privately  dealing 
in  the  (hop  of  Meflrs.  Burton  and 
Bu(by,  three  hats,  value  5s.  and 
upwards ;  Mary  Jones,  alias  Wood, 
for  privately  dealing  in  the  (hop 
of  William  Jones,  in  Oxford- ftreet, 
goods,  value  4I.  and  upwards. 

Dun-web,  in  Suffolk,  OB.  19.  The 
volent  blowing  weather  we  have 
,  Ye  Herd  ay  the  report  was    had  for  feveral  days  has  done  a 

J^1  '  made  to  his  Majefty  of  the  great  deal  of  damage  amongft  the 
convicts  under  fentence  of  death  (hipping  on  our  coaft;  every  tide 
in  Newgate,  when  the  following  prefents  to  oar  view  a  melancholy 
were  ordered  for  execution  on  fcene  of  dead  bodies,  and  pieces  of 
Wednefday  the  27th  inft.  viz.  Ifa-  wrecks  thrown  on  the  fands.  It 
bella  Condon,  for  felonioufly  and  likewife  did  great  havock  on  (hore, 
traiteroufly  making,  coining,  and  blowing  down  rows  of  large  trees, 
counterfeiting  the  current  filver  barns,  outhoufes,  &c.  and  unroof- 
coin  of  this  realm  called  (ixpences;  ed  d welling- houfes ;  in  fhort,  the 
John  Field,  for  felonioufly  and  damage  done  amounts  to  many 
traiteroufly  making,  coining,  and  thoufands  of  pounds.  A  man,  his 
counterfeiting  the  current  (ilver  wife,  and  feveral  children,  were 
coin  of  this  realm  called  (hillings  buried  under  the  ruins  of  a  houfe,. 
and  fixpences ;  William  Chamber-  and  all  killed. 
Jain,  for  dealing  out  of  a  letter 

which  came  to  his  poffeffion  as  a  B**raa  rf  a  Utter  from  Edinburgh* 
forter  of  letters    in  the  General  O&ober  8. 

Pod-office,  Lombard-dreet,  a  pro-  '  This  morning  a  mutiny  among 
miflbry  note  for  payment  of  iol.  to  the  Weflern  Fencibles,  broke  out 
William  Cunningham,  Efq;  qr  here.  Part  of  thofe  who  were  in 
order;  Margaret  Creamer,  for  fe-  the  Caftle  drew  up  the  bridge  and 
lonioufly  afTaulting  John  Scarlet  on  excluded  their  officers,  while  ano- 
the  highway  at  Saltpetre  -  bank,  ther  party  at  Leith  threw  away 
and  robbing  him  of  two  guineas  their  fire-arms,  and  drew  their 
and  other  money ;  Sarah  Budge,  fwords,  threatening  death  to  all 
for  dealing  in  the  dwelling-houfe  who  came  near  them.  The  mu- 
of  John  Whitefield,  goods,  value  tiny  it  feems  was  occafioned  by 
40s.  and  upwards ;  Thomas  King,  Lord  Frederick  Campbell's  having 
for  dealing  in  the  dwelling-houfe  purchafed  at  London,  paries  for 
of  Robert  Anderfon,  a  quantity  his  regiment,  which  conftitate  a 
of  filver  plate  and  other  things,  va-  part  of  the  Highland  drefs,  and  or 
lue  40s.  and  upwards.  receiving  the  arrears  38.  6d.   was 

The  following  were  respited  :    (lopped   from    each   man  for  his 
James  I^ake*    iot  felonioufly  af?    purfe,    at  which   the   men  were 

greatly 
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greatly  diflatisfied,  faying  they 
could  purchafe  them  for  is.  8d.  a 
piece.  Lord  Frederick  very  prur 
dently  told  them,  that  he  would 
give  them  their  purfes  at  is.  each, 
and  take  the  lofs  upon  .himfelf : 
but  this  did  not  pacify  them  ;  they 
continued  mutinous,  and  the  whole 
town  was  in  an  uproar.  Six  of  the 
ringleaders  were  taken  into  cufto- 
dy,  and  a  body  of  dragoons  fur- 
rounded  the  reft.  Being  fatisfied 
with  refpe&  to  their  purfes,  ano- 
ther mutiny  was  difcovered,  feve- 
ral  of  them  abfolutely  refuting  to 
carry  cartouch- boxes,  which  mull 
have  rendered  them  quite  ufelefs 
as  foldiers.  On  this  the  officers 
marched  the  whole  body  down  to 
Leith,  as  on  an  ordinary  field  day, 
without  cartouch-boxes,  and  on 
their  arrival  in  the  Links,  to  their 
furprife,  they  found  a  complete 
regiment  of  dragoons  drawn  up 
there,  without  the  knowledge  of 
any  one  but  the  commanding  Offi- 
cer. The  cartouch-boxes  being 
fent  after  them  in  a  /cart,  the 
men  were  ordered  immediately  to 
put  them  on,  which  they  were 
compelled  to  do.  Five  of  the 
leaders  of  this  riot  were  im  me- 
diately furrounded,  tried  by  a 
Court-martial,  and  moft  feverely 
whipped;  after  which  the  regi- 
ment was  divided  into  different 
bodies,  and  fent  to  Dundee,  Dun- 
bar, and  other  places,  in  order  to 
keep  them  feparate.  Three  com- 
panies which  were  left  in  the 
Caftle  as  a  guard,  hearing  how 
their  companions  had  fuffered, 
feized  the  Caftle-gates,  drew  up 
the  bridge,  and  threatened  the  go- 
vernor; upon  which  the  dragoons 
immediately  marched  to  Edin- 
burgh, and  two  companies  dif- 
mounting,  proceeded  to  the  Caftle, 
.which  they  found  had  been  opened, 


and  marched  in.  One  of  the  High- 
landers made  a  ftroke  at  one  of  the 
officers,  who  inftantly  knocked  him 
down,  and  forced  his  way  through, 
fo  that  all  thofe  men  were  taken 
prifoners ;  feveral  of  them,  it  is 
imagined,  will  fuffer.  The  dra- 
goons ftill  keepguard  in  the  Caftle.* 
Laft  week  the  E  laboratory  % 

at  Woolwich  blew  up  by       * 
accident,  but  fortunately  no  lives 
were  loft. 

At  a  court  of  aldermen  at  2*jl 
Guildhall,  the  recorder  was 
reqoefted  to  wait  on  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Lord  Weymouth,  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  praying  his  lordihipao  re- 
prefent  to  his  Maiefty,  in  the  name 
of  that  honourable  court,  that  the 
members  of  that  body,  under- 
standing the  royal  clemency  had 
been  extended  to  Grant,  Jonquay, 
Ellis*  Jones,  and  Harrington,  who 
were  convicted  in  September  M+ 
fions,  at  Guildhall,  of  an  outra- 
geous aflault  on  the  marlhals  and 
feveral  other  officers  of  this  city, 
they  humbly  conceive  the  mercy  of 
the  Sovereign  would  be  converted 
into  dangerous  confequences  to 
this  city,  and  therefore  begged  the 
pardon  to  be  reftrained  to  a  fervice 
in  India  or  other  foreign  parts* 
The  court  ordered  the  recorder  to 
prefent  the  faid  addrefs  to  his  lord* 
(hip,  who  was  pleafed  to  anfwer 
the  court's  memorial  by  faying, 
that  the  fentence  fhould  be  altered 
fo  far  as  was  entirely  agreeable  to 
the  city's  requeft. 

Coxbeatb.  On  Friday  night  laft, 
a  corpoial  and  fix  men  were  plant- 
ed a i  Mr.  Collins's  houfe  (infor- 
mation having  been  given  at  the 
general's,  that  for  feveral  nights 
paft  an  attempt  had  been  made  to 
break  open  his  houfe) ;  about  half 
paft  eleven  three  men  attempted 

[?]  4  to 


hit  punifhment.  This  is  probably 
the  laft  time  that  this  Minifter  will 
be  heard  of  till  his  death. 

Died,  in  the  county  of  Ghu 
morgan,  Mr.  Fluellyn  Pryce,  aged 
101,  whofe  organs  had  been  (6 
little  affe&ed  by  the  weight  of 
years,  that  within  thefc  three  years 
he  dire&ed  a  village  -  group  of 
fingers  in  fome  variations  for  the 
Sunday.  He  had  never  nfed  fpecr 
tacles  till  within  fifteen  months  of 
his  diftblution,  and  poffefled  a 
great  flow  of  fpirits,  attended  with 
found  health  and  activity  j  which 
bleffings  were  the  refult  of  his  ab- 
ftemious  manner  of  living. 

At  his  houfe  on  Four-tree  Hill, 
Enfield,  William  Bridgen,  Efqj 
upwards  of  70,  Alderman  of  Far- 
ringdon  Within. 
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to  force  the  outer  front  door  ;  the 

fuard  went  out  privately  at  the 
ack  door,  and  came  on  them  fnd- 
denly  (juft  as  they  had  opened  the 
inner  door  and  entered  the  houfe) 
and  in  fecuring  them,  the  corpo- 
ral received  a  ball  from  a  piftol, 
which  (hot  him  dead ;  they  were 
foon  overpowered  (but  not  till  two 
of  them  were  defperately  wounded) 
and  ccndu&ed  to  the  camp.  They 
prove  to  be  three  privates  belong- 
ing to  the  Gloncefter,  and  wejje 
immediately  given  over  to  the 
Captain  Provoft,  till  the  coroner 
jits  on  the  body  of  the  deceafed 
corporal,  when  they  will  be  deli- 
vered over  to  the  civil  law. 

Q  ,  The  Court  of  Pirc&ors 

*btn'  of  the  Royal  Exchange  Af- 
furance  Company  have  generoufly 
voted  a  piece  of  plate,  value  one 
hundred  guineas,  to  be  prefented 
to  Captain  Pearfon  of  the  Serapis, 
as  a  teflimony  of  their  approba- 
tion of  his  bravery  and  conduct  in 
protecting  the  valuable  fleet  from 
the  Baltic  under  his  caref 

They  alfo  voted  a  piece  of  plate, 
value  fifty  guineas,  to  Capt.  Piercy, 
of  the  Countefs  of  Scarborough, 
with  the  fame  compliment. 

Capt.  Drew,  from  L, on  don  to 
Quebec,  was  run  down  by  the 
Ruffe  1  man  of  war  (who  a  few 
months  ago  run  down  the  London 
Eafi-Indiaman)  in  the  night,  in  a 
gale  of  wind,  and  ail  the  crew 
perifhcd, 

Lijbon,  0<?.  16.  The  Marquis 
dc  Pombal,  late  Prime  Minifter  of 
§:ate,  who,  during  the  prefent 
reign,  has  been  a  continual  object 
of  perfecution  and  hatred,  is  at 
Jail  condemned  tp  perpetual  imr 
prifonment,  Two  members  of  the 
council  were  for  taking  his  life; 
fcut  her  Majefty?  hearkening  only 
(0  her  natural  clemency,  mitirate4 


NOVEMBER. 

The  corporation  of  Kingfton  j 
upon  Hull,  have  voted  the  3 
freedom  of  that  place  to  Captain 
Richard  Pierfon,  and  Capt.  Tho- 
mas Piercy,  late  of  his  MajeAy's 
(hips  Serapis  and  Countefs  of  Scar- 
borough, for  their  gallant  and 
brave  conduit  in  the  engagement 
with  the  fquadron  under  the  com- 
mand of  Paul  Jones. 

ftxtraft  of  a  Letter  from  Darrnoutb^ 

<c  The  following  is  an  exa&  ^  . 
account  of  the  cargo  of  the 
Spanifli  (hip  the  N.  S.  de  Piedat, 
taken  by  the  Dart  privateer  of  this 
porf,  and  now  fafe  in  our  harbour; 
(he  is  upwards  of  600  tons  bur- 
then, has  been  built  feven  years, 
mounts  16  carriage  guns,  had  70 
men,  was  fitted  up  for  clofe  quar- 
ters, and  yet  (truck  to  the  t>art, 
after  firing  only  two  guns,  though 
ftc  mounts  b^t   14   guns    four- 

DQgnders. 
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pounder*,  had  hat  60  men,  and  A  Spanim  (hip,  of  fee*        -* 

if  not  300  tons  burthen ;  twcen  600  and  700  tons,    lSu^ 

1 42, 1 1 7  fiber  dollars,  laden  with  fuger,  coffee,  logwood, 

58,949  dollars  in  gold  doubloons,  and  hard  dollars,  bound  from  the 

31  ingots  of  gold,  Havannah  to  Cadi*,  valued   at 

5  ingots  of  liver,  300,000!.  is  taken  by  the  Ant|- 

4a  bales  of  fine  beaver,  gallican  prirateer,  ana  carried  into 

2 1, 061  hides  in  the  hair,  Jafbon. 

3  bales  of  fine  wool,  .    A  remarkable  trial  lately  tmpC 

1  ditto  fine  fur.  sened  in  the  Court  Of  KittgV 

Exclufivc  of  the  ingots  of  gold  and  bench  in  Ireland.    A  ConnieUa* 

fir? er  (the  value  of  which  is  not  R^—  had  fbeght  a  doe)  with  t 

known)  the  reft  of  the  cargo,  as  gentleman  and  killed  him.    Ha 

far  as  it  has  been  known  by  the  traverfed  the  indictment,  andimav 

bills  of  lading;  (though  it  is  fup»-  gined  the  jury,  as  nfual,  would 

pofed  there  is  more  on  board)  a*  bring  in  their,  verdift  man-Aauphi 

mounts  to  8o,oool."  ten    But  the  Barrifter  Found  him*- 

,         At  the  quarter   feffions  felf  miftaken— -they  deemed  th* 

1          held*   at   Prefton    for   the  intention*  of  two  men  going  out 

county  of  Lancafter,  it  was  unam*-  premeditated  to  fight,  to  be  ma* 

moody  agreed,  that  the  fole  caufe  Ike  aforethoogkt,  and  to  the  a&K 

of  the  riots  that  have  lately  hap*  nUhment  of  the  court  brought  the 

pened  in  that  county  is  owing  t6  jmfoner  in  gfuiky— death.    The 

the  erection  of  certain  engines  for  judges  defived  them  to  recommend 

the  manufacturing  of  cotton  ;  that  him  to  the  Bench  as  an  obje&  of 

the  ere&ion  of  thofe  engines  have  mercy— they  did  it  with  reluc- 

notwith {landing  been  of  the  great-  tance.    This  may  probably  put  fc 

eft  utility  to  the  county  by  the  ex-  ftop  to  the  pra&ice  of  duelling  in 

tenfion  and  improvement  of  the  Ireland* 

cotton  manufactory ;  that  the  de-  -              -     .  -^  f       ft^z/;. 

flroying  them  in  one  county  would  Extr*a  &* /*»  f"m  DuUt+ 

only  be  the  means  of  transferring  **&*,  iv*v.  15. 

them    to    another   county;    and  "  The  prefent  expe&ation  oft 

that,   if  a  total  ftop  was  put  to  free  trade,  or  rather  the  dread  of 

the  ereQion  of  them  by  the  legifla-  a  difappointment,   agitates  every 

tore  in  Great  Britain,  it  would  body  here  to  a  degree  that  you 

only  tend  to  their  eftablilhment  in  can  hardly  imagine.    In  order  tts 

foreign  countries,  to  the  great  de-  compel  England  to  grant  it,  the 

triment  of  trade  in  this.   For  thefe  popular  meafure  is,    to  grant  t 

reafons.the  court  came  to  the  re-  money-bill  for  fix  months  only, 

folution  of  tranfmitting  to  one  of  inftead  of  two  years.     Some  of  the 

his  M  ajefty's  Secretaries  of  State  a  beft  friends  of  this  country,  and  the 

copy  of  their  proceeding,   inti-  moil  ienfible,  feem  to  think  thia 

mating  a  defire  at  the  fame  time  not  the  moft  efre&uai  or  eligible 

that  a  fpecial  commiflion  may  be  mode,  as  being  too  early  a  de- 

iffued  for  the  trial  of  the  ringlcad-  deration  of  war,  til)  we  are  re- 

pn  now  in  Lancafter  gaol,  fufed  what  we  a& ;  fra(  they  are 

obli|ed 
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obliged  to  concur,  as  it  is  the  only 
Scheme  which  can  procure  unani- 
mity among  o^pofition,  and  is  fo 
much  the  popular  cry,  that  every 
county  and  town  have  inftructed 
their  Representatives  to  vote  for  it. 
This  morning  the  mob,  not  choof- 
ingto  wait  for  a  parliamentary  de- 
ciiion,  took  the  matter  into  their 
own  hands,  and  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  fureft  method  of  fucceeding 
in  their  object  of  a  free  trade,  was 
to  deflroy  the  enemies  of  Ireland  ; 
they  therefore  marked  out  the  At- 
torney General,  Sir  Henry  Caven- 
difh,  and  Mr.  Monk  Mafon,  as 
the  proper  objects  of  their  fury. 
About  twelve  o'clock  they  marched 
in  a  prodigious  croud  to  Mr.  Scot's, 
the  Attorney  General's  houfe,  with 
an  intention  of  deftroying  it,  but 
fbme  of  the  potriotic  leaders  of  this 
country  contrived  to  get  there, 
mixed  among  the  mob,  and  at  laft 
perfuaded  them  to  leave  it,  after 
deftroying  the  windows  on  the 
ground  floor,  and  doing  fbme  fmall 
damage  to  the  next  ftory.  They 
then  marched  to  the  Parliament- 
houfe,  and  detached  a  body  to  the 
four  courts,  who  ruined  in,  in 
fearch  of  Mr.  Scott,  who  kept  out 
of  their  way,  and  of  Sir  Henry 
Cavendifh,  whom  they  feemed 
particularly  anxious  to  find.  On 
being  difappointed,  they  returned 
to  the  Parliament-houfe,  and  fwore 
all  the  members  whom  they  could 
find  going  in,  to  be  true  to  Ire- 
land, and  vote  for  a  fhort  money- 
bill.  The  lawyers  corps  were  ap- 
plied to  by  the  lord  mayor,  and 
told,  that  they  flood  high  with 
the  people,  and  would  probably 
be  able  to  difperfe  them ;  they 
met,  and  agreed  to  go  unarmed 
among  them.  Mr.  Y elvertpn,  who 


is  one  of  the  corps,  made  a  moft 
excellent  fpeech,  which  had  great 
effect  on  them,  and  was  wonder- 
fully well  timed ;  they  then  de- 
coyed them  away,  marched  them 
through  feveral  of  the  ftreets,  and 
prevailed  on  them  to  difperfe." 

The  application  for  a  new  , 
trial  lately  made  by  Mr,  Pope 
to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  (in 
the  caufe  of  Sir  Alexander  Leith 
again  ft  Pope)  on  the  plea  of  ex- 
ceffive  damages,  has  proved  fruit- 
lefs,  the  court  on  Saturday  laft 
having  difcharged  the  rule. 

A  Common  Hall  was  held  at 
Guildhall  for  the  election  of  a 
chamberlain  of  this  city,  in  the 
room  of  Benjamin  Hopkins,  Efq; 
deceafed.  About  one  o'clock,  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  recorder, 
&c.  went  upon  the  Huftings,  when 
the  recorder  came  forward,  and 
addrefled  the  livery  in  a  well- 
adapted  fpeech,  wherein  he  ftated 
the  peculiar  privileges  which  were 
veiled  in  the  people  at  large  by 
the  constitution  of  the  city,  of 
electing  their  own  officers,  &c. 

There  were  only  two  candidates, 
John  Wilkes,  Efq;  and  William 
James,  Efq;  each  of  whom  ad- 
drefled the  livery  in  a  fhort  fpeech  ; 
after  which  they  were  put  up,  and 
the  (how  of  hands  appeared  Ave  to 
one  in  favour  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  upon 
which  he  was  declared  duly  elec- 
ted ;  but  a  poll  was  demanded  in 
favour  of  Mr.  James. 

The  election  for  bridge-mailer  in 
the  room  of  the  late  Mr.  Borwick, 
then  came  on,  when  there  was  a 
very  great  (how  of  hands  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Buffar,  againft  five  other 
candidates ;  the  fecond  on  the  lift 
was  Mr.  Betts;  on  which  Mr. 
Buffar  was  declared  duly  elected  ; 

but 
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but  a  poll  was  demanded  for  two  of  St.  Alhan's  Tavern,' Sat,  four 

the  other  candidates.  9* clock  afternoon \ 

♦        at  GuUdhall  for  chamber-  ]imems  tQ  Mff  p        an4  . 

lows-         nUm          WCre  "  l«ve  toreprefent  to  him,  that  upoa 

For  Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes,  2332  wf^dfe'SSTn^fii^JkiiSS 

Mr.  James          -             370  h  }s  impoffible  for  him  t0  nave6hU 

?*i ^T\hme       ™  ,heft  charafter   «=le^d  to   the  public, 

and  Mr  Alderman  Wdkes  will  be  whhout  bda&tg  the  fonowi^      ' 

declared  duly  defied  next  Tuef-  ragraph  i„  the  ncwfpapers.       * 

day,  chamberlain  of  this  city  for  *?,  We  haye  iatho£tfw  ^^  Ae 

the  remainder  of  the  year.  w;      4|t  ;n  a  conv7erfarion  that 

On    the  clofe  of  the    poll   for  j^y  ^^^  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr> 

bndge-mafter  the  numbers  were,  Ad         .„  conf       nce  of  the  de_ 

For  Mn  Buffer     -     1304  bate  in  the  Hon  fe  of  Commons  o» 

Mr.  Taylor     -      z6o  Thurfday  Iaft,  Mr.  Fox  declared, 

Mr.  tfetts       -       214  that  however  much  his  fpeech  may 

The  majority  on  the  poll  being  fo  htve  ^  mifaprefelIt£    he  tfj 

very  great  in  favour  of  Mr.  Buffer  not  mean  t0  ^w               fontl 

Meffrs.  Taylor  and  Betts  declined  refleaion  npon  Mr.  ^f 

giving  the  hvery  any  further  trou-  ..  Majorr  Humberfton  doei  me 

%t.       •  .       r  1.    r>         t  a  j  tne  honour  of  delivering  this  t* 

The  printer  of  the  General  Ad-  ^  wiu  w             *aCmu 

vertifer  was  ordered  up  by  the  Court  '                            • / 

of  KingVbench  to  receive  judg-  *'  #'*•  Charles  Jamis  Ftx." 

ment,    for    publiihing     feditious 

hand-bills  exprellive  of  joy  at  the  SIR, 

acquittal    of     Admiral    Keppel ;  "  lam  very  forry  that  it  is  ut- 

when  he  was  fen  fenced  to  pay  a  terly  inconfiftent  with  my  ideas  of 

fine  of  6s.  8d.  and  to  be  confined  propriety,  toauthorife  the  putting 

in  Newgate  for  twelve  months.  any  thing  into  the  newfpapers  re«- 

*          Mr.  Fox  having,  in  de-  lative  to  a  fpeech  which  in  my 

3      *    bate  one  day  laft  week,  ani-  opinion  required  no  explanation, 

m  ad  verted  with  fome  degree  of  afpe-  You,  who  heard  the  fpeech,  muft 

rity  on  a  particular  fpecies  of  ar-  know  that  it  did  convey  no  perfo- 

gument  frequently  made  ufe  of  by  nal  reflection  upon  yon,  unlefs  yon 

the  friends  of  the  Minifter,  viz.  felt  yourfelf  in   the  predicament 

that  bad  as  the  Miniftry  were,  upon  which  I  animadverted.    The 

it  was  not  certain  that  the  na-  account  of  my  fpeech  in  the  newf- 

tion  would  be  at  all  bettered  by  papers  is  certainly  incorrect,  and 

taking    their   opponents  ;"    a  certainly  unauthorifed  by  me ;  and 

Mr.    Adam,   who  had  made  ufe  therefore  with  refped  to  that,  £ 

of  that  argument  in  the  fame  de-  have  nothing  to  fay. 

bate,  called  on  Mr.  Fox  fome  days  "  Neither  the  converfation  that 

after  for  an  explanation.    The  fol-  palTed  at  Brookes's,  nor  this  letter, 

lowing  letters  palTed  on  the  above  are  of  a  fecret  nature,  and  if  you 

pccafion.  have  any  wiih  to  relate  the  one,  or 

to 
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to  (hew  the  other,  you  are  perfelt-  fonal  attack  upon  my  chara&er  V9 

ly  at  liberty  ib  to  do.    I  am,  &c.  Upon  which  Mr.  Fox  faid,  this 

To  —  ^fa*,  1%."  was  no  place  for  apologies,   and 

/*t  a^r^u  a   ^    l  u+  *  .  defired  him  to  go  on.    Mr.  Adam 

CbefterfrU-ftreet,  hJffaft  3,  fifcd  hi$  fccon|    iftol  whhout  cf_. 

*******  Aw.  28.  feft .  Mf   Fox  fired  hJs  rcmaining 

"SIR,  piftol  in  the  air,  and  then  faying, 

"  At  you  muft  be  fenfible  that  as  the  affair  was  ended,  he  had  no 

the  fpeech  printed  in  the  News-  difficulty  in  declaring  he  meant 

papers  reflects  upon  me  perfonally,  no  more  perfonal  aftront  to  Mr. 

and  as  it  is  from  that  only  that  Xdam  than  he  did  to  either  of 

the  public  can  have  their  informa-  the    other     gentlemen     prefent, 

tion,  it  is  evident,  that  unlefs  that  Mr.  Adam  replied,    "  Sir,   you 

is  contradicted  by  your  authority,  have  behaved  like  a  man  of  ho- 

in  as  public  a  manner  as  it  was  nour."   Mr.  Fox  then  mentioned, 

given,  my  charader  muft  be  inju-  that  he  believed  himfelf  wounded, 

red.    Your  refufal  to  do  this,  en-  aiMii  0p0n  his  opening  his  waiil- 

titles  me  to  prefume  that  you  ap-  ^at,  it  was  found  it  was  fo,  but, 

prove  of  the  manner  in  which  that  to  all  appearance,  (lightly.     The 

fpeech  has  been  given  to  the  pub-  parties  then  feparated, .  and  Mr. 

lie,  and  ju&fies  me  in  demanding  Fox's  wound  was,  on  examination, 

the  only  fatisfa&ion  that  fuch  an  found  not  likely  to  produce  any 

injury  will  admit  of.  dangerous  confequence. 

"  Major  Humberfton    is  em-  Richard  Fitxfatrick,  Second 

powered  to  fettle  all  particulars ;  to  Mr.  Fox. 

and  the  fooner  this  affair  is  brought  T.  Mackcnxiekumberfiou,  Se- 

to  a  condufion,  the  more  agree-  ^i  to  Mr.  Adam, 
able  to  me.    I  have  the  honour  to 

!*•»  ^c*  ,  A  Court  of  Aldermen  was  held, 
To  Hon.  Ckaries  James  Fox."  principally  for  the  purpofe  of  de- 
In  confequence  of  the  above,  claring  Mr.  Wilkes  duly  ele&ed 
the  parties  met,  according  to  a-  Chamberlain,  and  to  receive  his 
greement,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  propofal  of  fecurities ;  when  Mr. 
morning.  After  the  ground  was  Wilkes  propofed  Geo*  Hayley  and 
meafured  out,  at  the  diftance  of  John  Sawbridge,  Efqrs,  Alder* 
fourteen  paces,  Mr.  Adam  defired  men,  Thomas  Scott,  and  Rene 
Mr.  Fox  to  fire,  to  which  Mr.  Fox  Payne,  Efqrs.  to  be  fureties  in 
replied,  "  Sir,  I  have  no  quarrel  the  penalty  of  40,0001.  for  the 
with  you;  do  you  fire."  Mr.  due  performance  of  the  office  of 
Adam  then  fired,  and  wounded  Chamberlain,  which  the  Court 
Mr.  Fox,  which  we  believe  was  unanimoufly  approved  of. 
not  at  all  perceived  by  Mr.  Adam,  ' Peter/burgh,  Nov.  5.  The  Se- 
as it  was  not  difiin&ly  feen  by  nate  has  received,  from-  the  inha- 
either  of  ourfelves.  Mr.  Fox  fired  bitants  of  Kamtfchatka,  advice, 
without  effect;  we  then  interfered,  that,  lad  year,  about  the  time 
afiting  Mr.  Adam  if  he  was  fads-  that  the  leaves,  though  ftill  green, 
fed  ?  Mr.  Adam  replied,  "  Will  begin  to  fall  from  the  trees, 
Mr.  Fox  declare  he  meant  no  per*  two  large  veflfels  arrived  on  their 

coafl, 
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coaft,  one  of  three,  and  the  other  perfeft  health  till  within  a  few 

of  two   mails ;    that  they  landed  days  of  her  death ;  could  read  the 

fome  men,  and  behaved  with  great  fmalleft  print  without  fpeftacles, 

courtefy  to  the  inhabitants,  giving  and  retained  her  fenfes  to  the  lait 

them  prefentsj   that  the  inhabi-  minute. 

tants  in  return  offered  them  fome        At  Hammerfmith,  Mrs.  Bonnel, 

whales  flefh,  which  they  refuted,  wife  of—  Bonnel,  Efq.     It  is 

after   fmelling   to  it ;    that  they  remarkable  of  this  lady,  that  fhe 

could  not  underftand  any  thing  they  was  a  mother  at  16,  a  grandmo- 

faid ;  that  thefe  veflels  afterwards  ther  at  35,  and  had  17  children 

failed  towards  the    North,    an£  in  the  courfe  of  11 -years  and  a 

touched    at    different    parts    of  half. 

Kamtfchatka,  where  the  fame  oc-»  

currences  happened  as  before  men-  . 

tioned ;    that  they  failed  out  of  DEGEMBBR* 

fight  towards  the  North,  but  in 

fome  days  returned,  and  failed  to        Mary  Howard,  a  hawker  ^^ 

the  South,  fince  which  they  have  of  ballads,  went  voluntarily   ^* 

not  been  teen.  before  the  mayor  of  Kiagfton,  and 

We  do  not  know  what  veflels  made  oath,  that  (he  and  one  Ifaac 

thefe  can  have  been,  unlefs  they  Joncs,a  pedlar,  were  the  perfonswha 

are  Capt.  Cook's,  who  failed  from  murdered  Mr.  and  Mrs*  Cheney 

England  three  years  ago  to  make  on  the  nth  of  December  1763, 

difcoveries,  and  who  has  not  been  for  the  difcovery  of  which  murder 

heard  of  ffnce  he  was  at  the  Cape  iool.  reward  was  offered  by  the 

«f  Good  Hope.  inhabitants  of  Hungerford,  and 

Stockholm,  Nov.  15.    The  grand  the  fame  by  his  Majefty.  She  raid 

bafon  which  has  been,  formed  at  fhe  was  driven  by  the  remorfe  of 

Carlfcroon  is  reckoned  one  of  the  her  own  confcience  to  make  the 

fined  performances  of  the  age.    It  difcovery,  not  from  malice  to  the 

contains  24  places,  in  which  fhips  man. 

may  not  only  be  kept  dry,   but  ^  John  Staples,  for  extort-   ^. 

may  be  taken  out  by  letting  in  ing  money  from  The.  Har-         ' 

water  at  any  time,  which  may  be  risCrofby,  by  threatening  to  charge 

done  into  any  one  of  thofe  places  him  with  an  abominable  crime  » 

feparately.      The   engineer  who  Timothy  Fitzpatrick,  for  ftealing 

bad  the  direction  of  this  work  is  money ;    and  John  Taylor,    for 

Mr.  Tunberg,  and  he  has  acquired  stealing  a  letter,  in  which  was  a 

great  reputation  by  it.    He  has  bill  of  exchange  for  30I.  were  exe- 

alfo  invented  a  fort  of  fpying-  cuted  at  Tyburn,  purfuant  to  their 

glafs,  with  which  one  may  difce-  ientence. 
ver  the  nature  of  the  foils  under       The  feffions  ended  at  the       .«. 

water.  6ld  Baily,  when  the  fol-    ,ouu 

Died,   at  Rumfey,  in  Hants,  lowing  prifoners  received  fentence 

James  Cordelon, a  native  of  France,  of  death,  viz.   John  Howell,  for 

aged  108  years.  dealing   352  filk  handkerchiefs. 

At  Sarbadoes,  Mrs.  Mary  Pol-  and  other  goods  to  a  confiderable 


lard,  aged  115  years.    She  was  in    amount,  in  die  dwtUjaz-houfe  of 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Davidfon,  pawn -broker,  tin 
Bilhopfgate-ftrcet ;  William  Kent, 
for  robbing  Henry  Otto,  one  of 
his  Majefty's  meflengers,  of  his 
watch  and  money,  on  the  high- 
way, near  Gunnerfbury-lane  ; 
Hugh  Mulvey,  Benjamin  Fetter, 
John  Wiley,  and  JohnWoolmore, 
lor  a  burglary  in  the  dwelling- 
houfe  of  Mr.  Farley  in  Cold  bath- 
fields,  and  dealing  fome  wearing 
apparel,  &c.  ;  nine  were  ordered 
to  be  kept  to  hard  labour  for  the 
benefit  of  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Thames,  four  to  be  kept  to 
hard  labour  in  the  Houfe  of  Cor- 
rection, and  13  difcharged  by  pro- 
clamation. 

,  Laft  week  a  Court   of 

Common  Council  was  held 
at  Guildhall,  to  re-confider  the 
order  of  the  Committee  appointed 
to  confider  what  mark  of  refpeft 
is  moft  fit  to  perpetuate  the  me- 
mory of  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham ; 
when  after  fome  debate  it  was 
agreed  to  ereel  a  ftatue  in  Guild- 
hall over  the  Huftings,  facing 
Alderman  Beckford's ;  and  it  is  to 
be  executed  by  Mr.  Bacon,  at  an 
expence  not  exceeding  3000I.— 
The  thanks  of  the  Court  were  alfo 
voted  to  feveral  Peers  for  their 
fteady  behaviour  and  fpirited  con- 
duct in  the  Houfe  upon  all  oc- 
cafions  for  the  good  of  their  coun- 
try. 

One  evening  laft  month,  a  car- 
penter going  accidentally  through 
the  tranfept  of  Ely  cathedral,  faw 
the  chamber  adjoining  to  the  lan- 
tern on  fire ;  he  got  affiftance,  and 
they  tore  up  the  flaming  boards, 
and  threw  them  down  into  the  oc- 
tagon; and  thus  faved  that  beau- 
tiful part  of  the  building  the  lan- 
tern, and  poflibly  the  whole 
church.     The  fire  is  fuppofed  to 
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have  been  occafioned  by  the  nfual 
careleflhefs  of  plumbers  who  had 
been  repairing  the  lead. 

On  Wednefday  morning,  the 
15th,  a  barbarous  murder  was 
committed,  in  a  copfe  at  Good- 
wood, in  Suflex,  the  feat  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  on 
the  body  of  Thomas  Hewitt,  one 
of  his  Grace's  grooms,  by  one 
Burnett,  a  poacher,  in  company 
with  three  others,  who  on  the 
fame  morning  had  been  deftroying 
game  in  the  above  copfe,  and  who, 
on  meeting  with  the  deceafed  and 
two  of  his  Grace's  park-keepers, 
immediately  fell  upon  them,  and 
befides  killing  the  above  unfortu- 
nate man,  they  fo  unmercifully 
beat  one  of  the  keepers,  that  his 
life  was  in  danger  for  feveral  days. 
Hewitt,  we  are  informed,  had 
thrown  Burnett  feveral  fucceffive 
times,  and  it  is  believed  would 
have  fecured  him,  (as  Burnett 
hath  fince  acknowledged)  had 
he  not  unfortunately  ia  the  fcuffle 
fallen  backward  over  a  wheel- 
track,  in  which  fkuation  his  in- 
human antagonift  feized  him  faft 
by  the  throat,  and  never  quitted 
his  hold  till  he  had  killed  him, 
when  the  murderers  immediately 
fled,  leaving  behind  them  fome  of 
their  hats,  and  a  bag  containing 
three  brace  of  pheafents.  The 
Coroner's  Inqueft  fat  on  the 
body  of  the  unfortunate  Hewitt, 
and  brought  in  their  verdidt 
Wilful  Murder;  in  confequence 
of  which,  two  of  the  criminals, 
James  Burnett  and  George  Dil- 
loway,  who  were  foon  afterwards 
apprehended  and  taken,  were 
committed  to  Hormam  gaol,  to 
take  their  trial  at  the  next  aflizes 
for  the  faid  murder.  The  other 
two  offenders,  Charles  Dilioway 

and 
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and  Daniel  Shepherd,  are  ftill  at 
large. 

t  This  day  came  on  before 

20UK  Lord  Mansfield,  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  Weftmin- 
fter,  a  trial  on  an  information  or- 
dered by  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
in  the  courfe  of  laft  feffions,  againft 
Meflrs.  Stratton,  Brook,  Floyer, 
and  Mackey,  for  the  arreft  and 
imprifonment  of  Lord  Pigot,  when 
governor  of  Madrafs.  The  cafe 
was  ably  and  pathetically  opened 
by  Mr.  Wedderburne,  in  fupport 
of  the  charge,  and  as  ably  anfwer- 
ed  by  Mr.  Dunning,  in  favour  of 
the  defendants.  After  the  Judge 
had  delivered  his  charge,  the  Jury 
found  the  defendants  guilty.  See 
Appendix. 

t  His  Majefty  gave  the  royal 
3  *  affent  to  the  following  bills, 
viz.  for  granting  a  free  trade  to 
Ireland  ;  for  preventing  the  clan- 
deftine  conveyance  of  fugar,  &c. 
from  America  into  Great  Britain ; 
for  indemnifying  officers  of  the 
militia  who  have  not  qualified 
themfelves,  &c. ;  and  two  private 
bills. 

The  Houfe  of  Peers  adjourned 
to  the  27th  of  January,  and  the 
Houfe  or  Commons  to  the  24th  of 
the  fame  month. 

Briftol,  Dec.  25.  The  want  of 
a  fupply  of  American  tar  has  given 
us  a  difcovery  of  the  utmoft  utili- 
ty, and  whicn  will  be  a  great  fav- 
ing  to  this  country  ;  fome  gentle- 
men of  Briftol  having  fet  up  works 
for  extracting  the  oil  out  of  pit- 
coal,  ufed  for  making  lampblack; 
this  oil  is  alfo  boiled  down  to  the 
confidence  of  tar,  which  it  exattly 

*  Thefe  numbers  differ  a  little  from  thofe  in  the  Regifter  of  1778,  which  may 
arife  from  the  different  terminations  of  the  year; — thefe  are  from  5  Jan.  to 
5  Jan.— and  thofe  may  have  been  taken  from  25  Dec.  to  25  Dec.  \  • 

Died, 
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refembles  in  colour  and  quality, 
and  is  with  difficulty  diftiuguifhed 
from  real  tar;  feveral  (hips  in  this 
port  have  had  their  bottoms  payed 
with  it,  and  though  it  is  found  to 
be  a  more  excellent  prefervative 
againft  the  worms,  it  has  the  hap- 
py advantage  of  being  rendered 
at  nearly  half  the  price  of  real  tar ; 
it  may  be  alfo  ufed  with  fuccefs  in 
every  cafe  in,  .which  tar  is  .employ-, 
ed.  The  oil  is  alfo  boiled  down 
to  the  confidence  of  pitch,  which 
it  is  alfo  ufed  for,  and  is  found  an 
excellent  fuccedaneum  for  that  ar- 
ticle. After  the  oil  is  extracted 
from  the  coal,  the  refiduum  is  a 
very  good  coke. 

In  the  account  given  lad- year 
of  the  number  of  (hips  .cleared  at 
the  Cuftom  Houfe  in  the  year  1  777, 
it  is  to  be  underftood  of  (hips  cleared 
at  the  Cuftom  Houfe,  Newcaftle.. 
-fc-We  have  been  favoured  with  thtt 
following  Lift  from  an  obliging 
correfpondent  at  that  place,  to 
whom  we  are  alfo  indebted  for  the 
above-mentioned  correction. 

Ships  cleared  outwards  at  the  Cuftom 
Houfe,  Newcaftle,  including  their 
repeated  voyages, 

Coaftwife.  Foreign.  Total. 

Year  1777— "4410  —  403—4813 

1778 —  4140 — 285 — 4425 

1779—  3670  —  230—3900 

\  From  the  above  it  appears,  that 
1779  has  fallen  fhort  of  1778^ 
525  (hips!  — and  of  1777,  913' 
fhips ! 
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Died,  in  it  very  advanced  age, 


and  in  great  obfourity,  at  Rother- 
hithe,  Dr.  Gibbs,  an  excellent 
mathematician  and  mufician.  He 
died  with  his  pen  in  his  hand, 
correcting  a  work  he  was  ju£fc 
about  to  publUh* 

Martha  Cove*  aged  io$>  one 
of  the  poor  belonging  to  the  pa- 
rifli  of  oL  James's,  Weftminftcr. 


*tfta 


** 


4  Guard  Bill  of  mil  the  Chriften- 
ings  amd  Burials  from  December 
I5»  1778*  to  December  14, 
«779- 


Chriflened, 
Males        8640 
Females     8129 


Buried, 

Males      iolo8 
Females  10212 


In  all  16769         In  all  20420 
Increafed  in  the  burials  this  year 
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Died  under  two  years  of  age  7261 
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1038 


TheQuecn  of  Naples,  of  a  prin* 
cefs* 

The  Princefs  of  Afturias,  of  an 
Infanta,  at  the  Pardo,  Madrid. 

The  Princefs  Louifa  Henrietta 
Carolina,  fpoufe  of  his  Serene 
Highnefs  the  Hereditary  Prince 
of  Heffe  Darmftadt,  of  a  prin- 
cefs. 

February.  The  Lady  of  Sir 
James  Langhara,  Bart,  of  a  fon. 

The  Countefs  of  Rofeberry,  of  a 
daughter. 

23d.  This  morning,  between 
three  and  four  o'clock,  the  Queen 
was  happily  delivered  of  a  Prince. 

March.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Melbourne,  of  a  fon. 

a  Jpril.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Wat- 
kin  Williams  Wynne,  Bart,  of  a 
daughter. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Countefs 
of  Warwick,  of  a  fon. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Bofton,  of 
a  fon. 

May.  The  Marchionefs  of 
Granby,  of  a  ion. 

The  confort  of  the  Great 
Duke  of  Ruffia,  of  a  prince,  who 
was  baptized  by  the  name  of  Con- 
tontine* 

Lady  Downej  of  a  fon* 

Juue.  RightHon.  Lady  Craven, 
of  a  fon. 

The  Ladyof  Sir  J.  Smith,  Bart. 


4 
1 
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Births  for  the  Year  1779). 

January.  The  Lady  of  Sir  John 
Stanley,  Bart,  of  a  fon. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  Martin  Brown 
Folkes,  Bart,  of  a  daughter* 
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46o    of  a  daughter. 
9       July.    The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Amelia  Byron,  of  a  daughter. 

Right  Hon.  Counteis  of  Cow-*, 
per,  of  a  fon,  at  Florence. 

Jugufl.    Right  Hon.  Counted 
of  Suffolk,  of  a  fon  and  heir. 

Lady  of  Sir  Ch.  Efouglafc,  of  a 
fon* 

Right   Hon.   Lady  Algernon 
Percy,  of  a  daughter. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Brownlow,  of 
afon< 

Right 
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Right  Hon.  Lady  Anne  Foley, 
of  a  ton. 

The  Duchefs  of  Leinfter,  of  a 
daughter,  in  Ireland. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  J.  Eden,  Bart, 
of  a  daughter. 

September.  The  Great  Duchefs 
of  Tufcany,  of  a  prince. 


At  Dublin,  George  Powel,E/qj 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Anne 
Stratford,  daughter  to  the  late 
Earl  of  Aldborough. 

February.  Mifs  Baynton*  daugh* 
ter  to  Sir  Ed.  Baynton*  Bart,  to 
Andrew  Stone,  Efq$ 

Hon.  Henry  Vernon,  2d  ion  to 


The  Princefs  of  Prince  Ferdi-    Lord  Vernon,  to  Mifs  Sedley. 
iiand  of  Pruffia,  of  a  Prince.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Prifcilla 

Princefs  of  Mecklenburgh  Stre-    Barbara  Elizabeth  Bertie,    eldeft 


litz,  of  a  princefs. 

The  Duchefs  of  Ghandos,  of  a 
daughter. 

Odober.     Lady  of  Sir  John  Tay- 
lor, Bart,  of  a  fon.  -_    „ 

The  Lady  of  the  Hon.  Francis 
Talbot,  of  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey, 
Bart,  of  a  daughter. 

Notumber.      The  Lady  of  the 
Hon.  Col.  FitzrOy,  of  a  fon. 

Right  Hon.  Countefs  of  Jerfey* 
of  a  daughter. 


fitter  of  the  Duke  of  AncaHer,  to 
Peter  Burrell,  Efq; 

March.  Sir  Roger  Twifden* 
Bart.  ofBradburne,  to  Mifs  Wei* 
dam,  of  Chatham. 

The  Hon.  Felton  Hervey,  to 
Mifs  Elville,,  only  daughter  and 
fole  heirefs  of  Sir  John  Elville* 
Bart. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Vifcount 
Gallway,  to  Mifs  Elizabeth  Ma* 
thew. 

The  Hon.  Barth.  Bouverie,   3d 


The  Duxrhefs  of  Chartres,  of  a    brother  to  the  Earl  of  Radnor,  to 


prince. 

The  Archduchefs,  confort  to  the 
Archduke  Ferdinand,  of  a  prince, 
at  Milan. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas  Beau- 
champ  Pro&or,  Bart,  of  a  daugh- 
ter, in  Saville-row. 

Hon.  Mrs.  Vanfntart,  of  a  fon. 

December.  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas 
Fowke,  Bart,  of  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Wm.  Alhurft,  of  a 
fon. 


MARRIAGES,  1779. 


Mifs  ArundelL 

Sir  William  Smyth,  of 'Hill 
Hall,  in  Effex,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Windham. 

Richard  Wilfon,  Efq;  of  Ay* 
tone,  in  Ireland,  to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Townfhend,  daughter  of  Lady 
Greenwich  and  the  late  Mr. 
Charles  Townfliend,  Chancellor 
Of  the  Exchequerr  and  half-filter 
to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buc* 
cleugh. 

April.  The  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Binning,  to  Lady  Sophia  Hope* 

John  Hawkins,  Efq;  eldeft  fon 
of  Sir  Csefar  Hawkins,  Bart,  to' 


January.    The  Hon.  Mifs Wrot-  Mifs  Colbourne. 

tefley,  one  of  the  maids  of  honour  May.     The  Right  Hon.  Hugh 

to  her  Majefty,  and  filler  to  the  Earl  and  Baron  Percy,    fon  and 

Duchefs  of  Grafton,    to  Colonel  heir  apparent  of  the    Duke    of 

Gardner.  Northumberland,  to  Mifs  Frances 

Sir  John  William  Pole,  ofShute,  Julia  Burrell,  3d  daughter  of  the 

Bart,     to    Mifs    Templer.  late  Peter  Burrell,  Efq; 
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The  Earl  of  Harrington,  to  Mifs 
Fleming,  daughter  of  the  lace  Sir 
Michael  Fleming. 

June.  Right  Hon.  Lord  Forbes, 
Co  the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Seiina 
Rawdon. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Cathcart,  to 
Mifs  Elliot. 

— —  Byron,  Efq;  Captain  in 
the  Guards,  and  eldeft  Ton  of  Ad- 
miral Byron,  to  Lady  Amelia  Con- 
yen  D'Arcy. 

Anthony  Chapman,  Efq;  to 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Charlotte  Carey, 
daughter  to  Lord  Vifcount  Falk- 
land. 

John  James  Hamilton,  Efq; 
nephew  to  the  Earl  of  A  be  r  corn, 
to  Mifs  Catherine  Copley,  fecond 
daughter  of  Sir  Jofeph  Copley, 
Bart. 

Capt.  Duffield,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Eliz.  Birmingham, 
eldeft  daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Lowth. 

Baron  Nolken,  Envoy  from 
Sweden,  to  Mrs.  Le  Maitre,  re- 
lid  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Juitice  Le 
Maitre. 

July.  The  Hon.  Henry  Stawell 
Bilfon  Legge,  fon  and  heir  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Mary  Baronefs  Sta- 
well in  her  own  right,  to  Mifs  Mary 
Curzon. 

The  Earl  of  Shelbume,  to  Lady 
Louifa  Fiizpatrick,  filler  to  the 
Earl  of  Upper  Offory. 

Sir  F.  Vincent,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Mailman* 

Sir  E.  Lloyd,  Bart,  to  Mifs  A. 
Yonge. 

Francis  Head,  Efq;  to  Mifs  Ma 
ria  Tuftina  Stepney,  daughter  of 
Sir  Th.  Stepney,  Bart. 

Thomas  Wiggons,  Efq;  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Kinnaird,  daughter  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Kinnaird. 
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AugMJl.  William  Bowles,  &[<;•. 
to  Mils  Dinah  Frankland,  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Thomas  Frankland, 
Bart. 

Thomas  Horton,  Elq;  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Stanley,  filler  to  the 
Earl  of  Derby. 

Rfv.  Sir  Stephen  Glynne,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Ben  net. 

The  Hon .  and  Rev.  John  Hewitt, 
Deane  of  Cloyne,  and  fon  to  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Ireland,  to  Mifs  Jane  More. 

September.  The  R-v.  Jofeph 
Smith,  of  Wendover,  to  Mifs  Julia 
Bernard,  youngeft  daughter  of  the 
late  Sir  Francis  Bernard,  Bart. 

Sir  John  Berney,  Bart,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Neville,  only  daughter 
of  Lord  Abergavenny. 

Butler,  Efq;  to  the  Hon. 

Mifs  Langdale,  daughter  of  Lord 
Langdale. 

Augufius  Perkins,  Efq;  to  Mifs 
Warren,  only  filler  to  Sir  John 
Borlace  Warren. 

Sir  Robert  Barker,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Holloway. 

Tho.  Gage,  Efq;  (on  and  heir 
of  Sir  Tho.  Gage,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Charlotte  Fitzberbert. 

Odober.  John  Inglifh  Do! ben, 
only  fon  of  Sir  William  Dolben, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Ha!  let.  . 

November \  Tho.  Hanmer,  Efq; 
eldeft  ion  of  Sir  Walden  Hanmer, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Kennyon. 

Hon.  Mifs  Sally  Pratt,  third 
daughter  to  Lord  Camden,  xm 
Nich.  Price,  Efq; 

Dee.  Sir  Richard  Clayton,  Bart. 
to  Mifs  White. 

John  Honey  wood,  Efq;  to  Hon. 
Mifs  Courtnay,  eldeft  daughter  of 
Lord  Vifcount  Courtnay. 

Charles  Smyth,  Efq;  brother  to 
Sir  William  Smyth,  Bart,  to  Mifs 

Vandeput, 
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Vahdepur,   daughter  of  Sir  Geo. 
Vandeput,  Bart. 


Principal  Promotions  for  the 
Tear  1779,  from  the  London  Ga- 
zette, fcfr. 

Jan.  Andrew  Snape  Hammond* 
Efq;  to  the  honour  of  Knight- 
hood. 

Whitfhed  Keene,  Efq;  to  be 
Surveyor  of  his  Majefty's  Works. 

Feb.  Earl  of  Farnham,  Go- 
vernor of  the  County  of  Cavan,  in 
Ireland,  vice  late  E.  of  I*anefbo- 
rough. 

His  Grace  D.  of  Ancafter  and 
Kefteven,— -made  Ld  Lieut,  of  the 
County  of  Lincoln,  and  fworn  of 
his  Mnjefty's  moft  hon.  Privy 
Council. 

Gen.  Sir  Geo.  Howard*  K.  B. 
to  the  command  of  the  ift  regi- 
meivt  of  dragoon  guards*  vice 
<}en.  Moflyn. 

The  moft  honourable  order  of 
the  Baih  to  James  Harris*  Efqj1 
his  Majefty's  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court 
of  Peterfburgh* 

In  purfuance  of  the  King's  plea* 
fure,  the  following  Flag-officers  of 
his  Majefty's  fleet  were  promoN 
fed,  viz*  George  Mackenzie,  Efqj 
Matthew  Barton,  Efqj  Sir 'Peter 
Parker*  Knt»  Hon.  Samuel  Bar*, 
rington,  Rear  Admirals  of  the 
Red  ;  Mariot  Arbuthnot,  Efq; 
Robert  Roddam,  Efqj  George 
Darby,  Efq;  John  Campbell*  Efq; 
Rear  Admirals  of  the  White,  to 
be  Vice  Admirals  of  the  Blue* 

James  Garhbier,  Efq;  William 
Lloyd,  Efqj  Fancis  William  Drake* 
Efq;  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  Knight 
of  the  Bath*  Hyde  Parker*  Efq; 
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Rear  Admirals  of  the  Blue,  to  be 
Rear  Admirals  of  the  Red. 

And  the  following  captains  werd 
alfo  appointed  Flag-dfReers  of  his 
Majefty's  fleet,  vis.  John  Evans* 
Efq;  Mark  Milbanke,  Efq;  Ni- 
cholas Vincent  Efq;  John  Storrj 
Efq;  Sir  Edward  Vernon,  Knight* 
to  be  Rear  Admirals  of  the  White. 

Jofhua  Rowley*  Efq;  Richard 
Edwards,  Efq;  Thomas  Graves* 
Efq;  Robert  Digby,  Efq;  Sir  John 
Lockhart  Rofs*  Bart,  to  be  Reaf 
Admirals  of  the  Blue. 

His  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to 
appoint  Major-generals  William 
Amherft*  of  33d  foot,  Robert 
Watfon,  Lieut.  Governor  of  Portf* 
mouth,  Daniel  Jones*  of  ed  foot* 
John  Mackenzie,  of  the  marines* 
John  Bell,  of  the  marines,  Jorden 
Wren*  of  41  ft  foot,  Lancelot  Baugh* 
of  58th  foot*  Sir  David  Lindfev* 
Bart,  of  59th  foot*  Henry  Smith* 
of  the  marines*  to  be  Lieutenant* 
generals  in  the  army* 

As  likewife  Colonels  Speneef 
Cowper*  Lieutenant-governor  df* 
Tinmouth,  William  Winyard*  ot 
3d  foot  guards*  Edward  Mathew* 
of  2d  foot  guards*  Richard  Burton 
Phillipfon,  of  1  ft  dragoons,  Francis 
Smith,  of  10th  foot,  Auguftino 
Prevoft*  of  6o:h  foot,  James  Pat* 
tifon*  of  the  artillery,  John  Doug* 
las*  of  2d  dragoons,  Hon.  Alex* 
ander  Leflie,  of  64th  foot,  Sa- 
muel Cleaveland,  of  the  artillery* 
Hon*  Henry  St.  John,  of  36th 
foot,  William  Thornton,  of  ift 
foot  guards*  George  Ogilvie,  of 
3d  foot  guards,  Sir  William  Em 
fkine*  Knt.  of  80th  foot*  John 
Campbell,  of  57th  foot,  Sir  George 
Olborn,  Bart,  of  3d  foot  guards* 
to  be  Major  -  generals  in  the 
army. 

[%]  a  Marc*, 
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Ma -cr9  Martin  F.den,  F/q;  ap- 
roir.rrd  h:v/oy  F^tracrd'r.ary  to 
tfce  Court  of  CcpCihas  *n. 

Thomas  Rum  hold,  fcfq;  Go- 
vernor of  Madraf:,  crcarcd  a  Barr. 

Hector  Munro,  Efq;  Major -ge- 
neral of  his  MaieiVs's  forces  in  the 
Eaft- Indies,  created  a  Knight  of 
the  Bath. 

The  King  hat  been  pfeafed  ro 
appoint  John  Elliot,  Efq;  the 
Hon.  Robert  Boyle  Wajfingham, 
and  Wm.  Hotham,  Efq;  to  be 
Co!or.e!s  of  h:j  Majefty's  marine 
#*rce%  in  the  room  of  Thomas 
Grave-.  P.obert  Digby,  and  Jo- 
fhua  Row!ey,  Efqr:,  appointed 
Flag-otrkers  of  his  Majefty's  flee:. 

The  Rev.  Cyril  Jackfon,  ap- 
pointed preacher  to  the  Society  cf 
Lincoln's- inn. 

April.  Admiral  Mann,  to  be 
one  of  the  Lord-  of  the  Admiralty, 
lice  Sir  Hugh  Pal  lifer. 

The  Earl  of  Winchelfea,  to  be 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of 
Rutland. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  to  be 
Colonel  of  the  7th  regiment,  'vice 
Sir  George  Howard. 

May.  The  following  perfons  were 
Knighted  by  the  King,  Geo.  Mun- 
ro,  Efq;  of  Poyntzfield,  Cromar- 
ty; James  Duff,  Efq;  ofKenilair, 
Aberdeenihire ;  Tho.  Fowke,  Efq; 
of  Lowefby  Hall,  Leicefterfliire ; 
Cha.  Gould,  Efq;  of  Ealing,  Mid* 
dlefex;  and  Hugh  Dalrymple,£fq; 
of  the  Athol  regiment  of  High- 
landers. 

The  Earl  of  Dalhoufie,  ap- 
pointed the  King's  High  Commif- 
fioner  to  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

General  Robinfon,  Governor  of 
New  York. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Thur- 
low,  Dean  of  Rochefter,  to  be 
Biihop  of  Lincoln,  in  the  rocyp  of 


Dr.  Green,  deceafed. — The  Right 
Hon.  :!.e  ilarl  of  Antrim,  to  be  a 
Kr.igh:  cf  tlii  B*:h. 

Jum.  R-v.  Dr.  JeiFery3,  to  be 
Canon  Refidenriary  or  Sc  Paul's. 
— Rev.  Dr.  Cuft,  to  be  Dean  of 
the  Cathedral  of  R.ocheller. — Rev. 
Mr.  Jackfon,  to  be  a  Canon  of 
the  Cathedral  of  Chrift,  in  the 
Univeriitv  of  Oxford. — Rev.  Mr. 
Onflow,  :o  be  a  Cascn  of  the  Ca- 
thedral of  Chritfc,  in  the  Univer- 
£ty  of  Oxford. 

Sir  Henry  Cavendlfh,  Birt.  and 
John  Fofier,  Efq;  to  be  of  his 
Majefty't  mod  honourable  Privy 
Council. 

y*/r.  His  Grace  die  Duke  of 
Rutland,  to  be  his  Majeftv's  Lieut. 
of  and   (or  the   Count v  of  Lti- 

m 

cefter ;  and  alio  to  be  the  Cuftos 
Rotulorum  for  the  faid  countv,  in 
the  room  of  the  late  Duke  of  Rut- 
land.— B amber  Gafcoyne,  Efq;  to 
be  one  of  his  MajefVy's  Commif- 
fioners  for  executing  the  office  of 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  in  the  room  of 
Lord  Charles  Spencer. — Edward 
Gibbon,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  his 
Majcfty's  Commiffioners  for  trade 
and  plantations.— The  Right  Rev. 
Father  in  God  James  late  Biihop 
of  St.  David's,  to  be  Biihop  of 
Gloucefter,  void  by  the  death  of 
Doctor  Warburton.  —  John  War- 
ren, D.D.  to  be  Biihop  of  St. 
David's.— The  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Dundas,  Lord  Advocate  of  Scot- 
land, to  be  keeper  of  his  Majefty's 
Signet  in  Scotland.  —  Charles 
French,  of  Clogha,  in  the  county 
ofGalway,  Efq;  and  Hugh  Hill, 
of  Londonderry,  Efq;  to  be  Ba- 
ronets of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 
— SirW.  A.  Cunynghame,  Bart. 
Clerk  Comptroller  of  the  Board  of 
Green  Cloth. 

Augufi. 
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Auguft.  Brownlow,  DukeefAn- 
calUr,  to  be  Ld.  Lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Lincoln. — The  Rt.  Rev. 
Charles,  Biihop  of  Cloyne,  to  the 
Archbifliopric  of  Cafhell  in  Ire- 


l**r 


Commander  of  his  Majefty'*.  fliip 
the  Quebec)  the  dignity  of  a  Bat 
jronet  of  tltfs.  kingdom* 

Right   Hon.    David    Vifconfit 
Stormont,   o*e  of  hi*  MajcJty'e 


land.  — Right  Hon.   John    Lor4    principal  Secretaries  of  S&fes  vim 
Vifcount  Mountftuart,  fwornof.his    Earl  of  Suffolk,  decea&d. 


Majefty's  moil  honourable  Privy 
council ;  and  at  the  fame  time  ap- 
pointed Envoy  Extraordinary  to  too 
Court  of  Turin. — James  Douglas, 
Efq;  appointed  his  Majefty's  Con!* 
ful  General  at  Naples. 

Sept.  Wra.  Arnald,.  B.  I>.  Ca- 
non oPWindfcr. 

W.  Baftard,  Efq;  of  Kitley,  De- 
von, a  Baronet  of  Great  Britain. 

Robert  Maxwell,  Efq;  appoint- 
ed (by  patent  under  the  great  feat) 
Governor  of  the  Bahama  lflands. 

Prince  Win,  Henry  appointed 
Pod  Captain  in  the  navy. 

Cha.  Cowper,  D.D.  a  preben- 
dary of  Durham. 

Oa.  Francis  Baffet,  Efq;  to  the 
honour  of  a  Baronet  of  this  king- 
dom.— Clement  Cottrell  Dormer, 
Efq;  to  the  honour  of  Knighthood, 
and  Mailer  of  the  Ceremonies.— 
Dr.  Wynne,  Chancellor  of  Lon- 
don, ntice  Dr.  Bettefworth,  dec.— 
Capt  John  Laforey,  Commiffioner 
of  the  Navy  at  Barbadoes,  and  the 
Leeward  Iflands.  •—  Hon.  Gen. 
Vaughan,  Governor  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam in  Scotland,  vice  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne,  refigned. — Hon.  Wm.  Har- 
court,  Col.  of  the  16th  light  dra- 
goons, vice  Gen.  Burgoyne,  re- 
figned. — James  Hare,  Efq;  Mini- 
fter  Plenipotentiary  at  Warfaw. 


AW. .  The  E**l  06  CarWTe,  firft 
JL*ord  Commifljojicr  *f  Trade  and 
Plantations. 

Earl  Bathmfl,  ft-eScfent  of  the 
Council,  vice  Earl  Gower,  re* 
figned. 

Earl  of  HiUborqugh,  one  of.  hii 
Majefty's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  wV#  Lord  Vifcouat  Wej*. 
mouth,  rtfigned.  , 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Charles  Speno 
W,  to  bo  Treafurer  of  hi*  M«r> 
jelly's  Chamber. 

Dec.  Fred*  North,  one  of  the 
Chamberlains  of  hit  Majefty's  Ex» 
chequer.  % 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Onflow,  to  be 
•Treafurer  of  his  Majefty's  (loufe^ 
hold. 

Sir  Richard  Worftey,  Bt.  Comp- 
troller of  his  Majefty's  Houfehold. 


DEATHS,     1779, 


the 


Jan.    The    Right    Hon. 
Countefs  Dowager  of  Bitchan. 

The  Rigjit  Hon.  the  Countefe 
of  Litchfield,  aged  60. 

Geo.  Macartney,  Efq;  at  Dub- 
lin, the  father  of  Ld.  Macartney. 

The  Right  Hon.  Brinfley  But- 
ler, Earl  of  Lanelborough,  Vifc. 
and  Baron  Newtown,  Governor  of 


Dr.  Wm.  Newcome,  Biihop  of  the  county  of  Cavan,  and  one  of 

Waterford,    and  Lifmore  in  Ire-  his    Majefty's    moft    Hon.  Privy 

land.  Council  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire-. 

Dr.  John  Hothara,    Biihop  of  land. 

Oflbry.  Ftt.    Sir  Everard  Buckworth, 

George    Farmer,    Efq;    (eldeft  Bart, 

fen  of  the  late  George  Farmer,  The  Right  Hon.  Edm.  Butler. 

[%}  3  Vifcbunt 
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Vifconnt  Mountgarret,  of  the        Richard  Oakes,    Efq;    Voder* 

kingdom  of  Ireland  •  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Northern 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Countefs  department. 
Cornwall  is.            '  The  Lady  of  the  Lord  Vifconnt 

At  the  Hague,  the  Hon.  Char,  Hi  n  chin  broke.  Vice- chamberlain; 

Bentinck,  jd  fon  of  the  firft  Ear)  of  his  Majefty's  Hoofehold. 
Of  Portland,  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  King. 

Sir  Charles  Holt,  Bart,  Lady  Dowager  Vifcountefs  Mon* 

The  relic*  of  Sir  G.  Oxendon,  tague,   aged   80,    relic*   of  An- 

Bart.  thony,  late  Lord  Vifconnt  Monta- 

Marcb.  Sir  John  Mordaunt  Cope,  gue,  and  mother  of  the  preient 

Bart.  Lord  Vifconnt  Montague. 

At  Valleyfield  in  Scotland,  Sir        Right  Hon.  Lady  Augnfta  Anno 

George  Prefton,  Bart.  Kearney,  half  filler  to  the  Dnke 

At  Bath,  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  of  Chandos. 
Howard,  Earl  of  Suffolk  and  Berk-        The   Right  Rev.   Dr.   Green, 
fhirc,    Vifconnt  Andover,   Secre-  Lord  Bifhop  of  Lincoln, 
tary  of  State  for  the  Northern  de-        Right   Hon.   the  Countefs    of 
partment,  a  Governor  of  the  Char-  Dundonald. 
terhoafe,  and  Knight  of  the  Gar*        At  Hill  Court,  Gloucefterlhire, 
ter,     Hit  Lord(hip  fucceeded  his  aged  54,  Sir  John  Fun,  Bart,  the 
grandfather,  Henry,  the  late  Earl,  laft  of  the  male  line  of  that  an- 
on the  21  ft  of  March,  1757,  and  cient  Saxon  family.     He  was  li- 
married  Maria  Con  ft  an  da,  cldeft  neatly  defcended  from  John  Foft,  the 
daughter  of  Robert  Vifc.  Hamp-  celebrated  art i ft  from  whom  the  city 
den,  on  the  25th  of  May,  1764,  of  Mentz  contends  with  Harlem, 
by  whom  he  had  a  daughter,  who  for  the  honour  of  having  invented 
died  the  21ft  of  July,  1775;  the  the  art  of  printing. 
Countef?  died  the  7th  of  Feb.  1767.        In   Scotland,   the    Right  Hon, 
His   Lord  (hip  niarried   to  his   ie-  Amelia    Murray,    Lady    Sinclair, 
cond  wife,  the  filler  of  the  Earl  of  fitter  to  the  late  Duke  of  Athol. 
Aylesford,  whom  he  left  enceinte,        The  only  daughter  of  Lord  Al- 
and who  was  afterwards  delivered  gernon  Percy, 
of  a  (on,  who  only  lived  three  days.        William  Parry,    Efq;    Admiral 
His  Lord  (hip  fell  a  martyr  to  the  of  the  Blue, 

gout  {which  he  feems  to  have  had        At  Paris,    John  Earl  of  Tra- 

hereditary)  at  the  very  early  age  quaire,  aged  81. 
of  39.  The  relic*  of  Sir  Robert  Maude. 

Mifs  Mary  Boyd,  daughter  of       Sir    Robert    Lawrie,    Bart,    of 

Sir  John  Boyd,  Bart.  Maxwelton. 

April.    Tbe   Right  Hon.  Wil-        May.     The  relic*  of  Sir  Wm. 

Jiam  Stanhope,  Earl  of  Harring-  York. 

ton,  Vifcount   Peterfliam,  a   Q«r-        Hon.   Henry  Finch,  Efq;  bro-- 

neral  of  his  Majefty?*  forces,  Co-  ther  to  the  Earl  of  Aylesford. 
lonel  of  the  fecond  troop  of  boric        Nfifs  Alicia  K na t ch bull,  you ngefl 

grenadier  guards,  and  Comptroller  daughter  of  Sir  Ed.  Knatchbul), 

pf  the  Cuitoms  in  the  oort  of  Dub-  Bart. 
Jin.  §ir  John  Chetwode,  Bait. 

Hon, 
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Hon.  Mrs.  Cowper,  daughter  of 
Ld.  Vifcount  Tow n (hen d,  reli&of 
the  late  Dean  of  Durham* 

The  Right  Hon.  Dowager  Lady 
Sandys. 

The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Michael 
Cox,  Archbifliop  of  Caihel,  in  bit 
88th  year.  He  was  confecrated 
Bifhop  ©f  Oflbry  in  1743  »  traa" 
flated  to  Camel  1754. 

At  his  houfe  at  Knightfbridge, 
in  the  83d  year  of  his  age,  his 
Grace  John  Duke  of  Rutland, 
Marquis  of  Gran  by,  Earl  of  Rut- 
land, Baron  Roos  of  Hamlake, 
Trufbut,  aod  Belvoir,  Baron  Man- 
ners of  Haddon,  Knight  of.  the 
Garter,  and  one  of  his  Majefty's 
Privy  Council.  His  grace  mar- 
ried Bridget,  only  daughter  and 
heirefs  to  Robert  Sutton,  Lord 
Lexington ;  by  whom  he  had  the 
following  iflue,  viz.  1 .  John  Mar- 
quis of  Granby,  who  died  in  his     .    ,  m ...  _ __..  ^_ 

father's  life-time.  2.  Lord  Robert  of  his  country  were  raifed  high  frtHtt 
Sutton,  who  died  fome  years  before  the  experiment  which  the  very 
his  faid  elder  brother.  And  3.  Lord  ihort  period  of  his  public  conduct 
Geo.  Sutton,  now  living.  His  grace  had  given.  His  grace  fucceeded 
was  defcended  in  a  direft  line  from  Peregrine  his  father  in  Auguft  laft, 
the  family  De  Albini,  Lords  of  and  dying  unmarried,  the  titlo 
Belvoir ;  which  ancient  flock  hath    goes  to  Lord  BroWnlow  Bertie  hi* 


,    Sir  John  Shaw,  Baft. 

Relia  of  Sir  Thomas  Mannockr 
Bart. 

Sir  William  Wolfeley,  Bait. 

The  youngeft  fon  of  Ld.  Norths 

July.   R,t.  Hon.  Countefi  Dow*; 
ager  of  Macclesfield. 

Hon.  Thomas  King,  brother  W 
Lord  King. 

The  Lady  of  Col.  Ackland.  ' 

In  Dublin,  the  Rt.  Hon.'  Lasfy 
Dowager  Dillon.  '  i 

Sir  Alexander  Parnr,  Bart. 

In  the  23d  year  of  nil  age,  Rob. 
Bertie,  Duke  of  Ancafter  and 
Kefteven,  Marquis  of  Lindfey,  LoraV 
Great  Chamberlain  of  England  bf 
inheritance,  Lord  Lieutenant  aw 
Cuftos  Rotulornm  of  the  county  of 
Lincoln,  and  one  of  his  Majeftr** 
moft  honourable  Privy  Council; 
1  he  moft  amiable  and  engaging 
manners  diftinguiJhed  his  private 
life,  and  the  exjse&af  ion  and  hope* 


(in  its  progreffive  courfe)  by  its 
feveral  intermarriages,  united  it- 
felf  with  the  families  of  Seymour, 
RufTell,  Noel,  Mountague,  Roos, 
and  Plantagenet.  His  grace's 
honours  and  eftates  descend  to  his 
grand  fon  Charles  Marquis  of  Gran- 
by, now  Duke  of  Rutland,  who  is 
the  eldeft  fon  of  the  late  illuftrieus 
Marquis,  by  the  Lady  Frances 
Seymour,  Qaughjter  of  Charles 
Duke  of  Somenet. 

June.  Right  Rev.  Dr.  William 
Warburton,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Glou- 
cefter. 

Sir  Francis  Bernard,  Bart,  late 
^Governor  of  Maflachufet's  Bay*  -  > 


uncle.  The  ancient  Barony  of 
Willoughby  of  Ere/by,  a  Barony 
in  fee,  dclcends  to  the  heirs  fe- 
male, and  as  fuch  is  in  abeyance 
between  his  two  fillers,  coheirefles. 
And  the  office  of  Lord  Great 
Chamberlain  of  England,  which 
devolved  to  the  firft  Earl  of  Lin**: 
fey,  as  fon  and  heir  to  his  mother, 
the  fole  heir  female  of  the  great 
family  of  the  Veres,  Earls  of 
Oxford,  defcende  to  his  grace*! 
eldeft  filler,  Lady  Elisabeth  Bur* 
rcll. 

Auguft.    Hon.  Mrs.  Cayendifh. 

Right  Hon.  George  Rice,  mem* 
ber  for  Catrmanhen,  Lieut,  aod 

[£J  4  '     *-      Cuftoa 
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Cuftos  Rotulorum  and  Col.  of  mi- 
litia of  the  faid  county,  Treafurer 
of  his  Majeftv's  Chamber,  and  fon- 
in-law  to  Earl  Talbot. 

Charles  Mordaunt,  Earl  of  Pe- 
terborough and  Monmouth,  Vifc. 
Mordaunt  of  Avalon,  Baron  Mor~ 
daunt  of  Furvey,  and  Baron  Mor- 
daunt of  Ryegate.  He  fucceeded 
Charles  his  grandfather  (the  cele- 
brated heroin  Queen  Anne's  reign) 
in  1735.  His  Lord  (hip  was  twice 
married  ;  by  his  fir  ft  Lady  he  had 
two  daughters ;  by  his  fecond, 
Charles- Henry  the  prefent  Eaxl, 
born  May  16,  1758. 

The  new  born  fon  and  heir  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Suffolk,  on  the 
third  day  after  his  birth,  Duke- 
ftreet,  Weftminfter ;  he  is  fuc- 
ceeded by  his  uncle  the  Hon.  Tho. 
Howard. 

Right  Hon.  Ann,  Countefs  of 
Arran. 

William  Henry  Dawfon,  Lord 
Vifcount  Carlow,  and  Baron  Daw- 
ion  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
aged  67.  He  was  created  Baron 
April  30,  1770,  and  advanced  to 
the  dignity  of  Vifcount  June  28, 
1776.  He  married  Mary,  fitter 
to  the  prefent  Lord  Milton ;  and 
is  fucceeded  by  John  his  eldeft  fon 
(born  Auguft  23,  1744)4  member 
for  Queen's  County. 

Sept.  Margaret  Countefs  Dow. 
of  Moray,  daughter  of  David  Earl 
«f  Weymis,  and  mother  to  Francis 
the  prefent  Earl  of  Moray. 

Maria  Catharina  Marchionefs  of 
Blandford,  aged  96.  This  Lady 
(the  daughter  of  Peter  de  Yong, 
a  Burgo- matter  of  the  Province  of 
Utrecht,  and  fitter  to  Ifabella. 
Countefs  of  Denbigh)  was  married 
April  25,  1729,  to  William  Mar- 
quis of  Blandford,  and  became  a 
Dowager  Aug,  z\%  1731, 
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Sir  Whiftler  Wcbfter,  Bart. 

The  Rev.  Sir  John  Mofeley,  Be. 

Sir  Cecil  Bifliop,  Bart.. 

The  Right  Rev.  Richard  Che- 
nevix,  Lord  Bi (hop  of  Waterford. 

Capt.  David  Roach,  lineally  de- 
fended from  the  ancient  Vifcounts 
Fermoy,  of  Ireland,  which  title 
he  lately  claimed  in  confequence 
of  difcovering  feveral  errors  in  the 
outlawry  laid  to  his  anceftor  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  Firft,  and  hav- 
ing proved  his  defcent,  had  it  re- 
verted, and  was  to  take  his  feat 
the  enfuing  Iriih  Seffion  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  Right  Hon.  Richard  Gren- 
ville  Temple,  Vifcount  Cobham, 
Earl  Temple.  His  Lordfliip  was 
thrown  from  his  phaeton,  and  un- 
happily fradured  his  fltull  by  the 
fall.  His  Lordfhip  was  Earl  Tem- 
ple by  creation,  Vifcount  Cobham 
by  defcent,  Lord  Lieut,  and  Cuftos 
Rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Buck- 
ingham, a  Knight  of  the  Garter, 
and  Privy  Counsellor.  He  is  fuc- 
ceeded in  title  and  eftate  by  his 
nephew  George  Nugent  Grenville, 
one  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Exche- 
quer. 

The  Ladyof  Sir  Gervas  Clifton, 
Bart,  of  a  putrid  fever,  caught  by 
conftantly  attending  two  of  her  fona 
in  that  diforder;  the  fecond  of 
whom  (Gervas  Clifton,  Efq;)  died 
Auguft  9. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Lincoln,  aged  one  year  and  ten 
months,  grand  fon  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle,  and  of  the  Earl  of 
Hertford.  The  title  devolves  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Thomas  Pel- 
ham  Clinton,  member  of  Parlia- 
ment for  the  city  of  Weftminfter, 

Oa.  Sir  Roger  Twifden,  Bart. 

Hon.  Lieut.  Napier,  youngeft 
fon  of  the  Ute  Lord  Napier. 

Right 
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Bight  Hon.  Robert  Maxwell 
XarlofFarnhaja. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  WiHonghhy 
of  Parham,  a^ed  about  30.  The 
title  is  now  extmd. 

Sir  William  Gardiner,  Bart. 
.  The  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Thomas 
Fowke. 

Mifs  Mary  Ridley,  fifter  to  Sir 
M.  W.  Ridley,  Bart.      , 

Sir  Thomas  Head,  Bart. 

Sir  Robert  Lawley,  Bart. 

Nov.  Right  Hon.  Anne,#Coun- 
tefs  of  Northelk. 

Sir  James  Dafhwood,  Bart. 

Sir  Simeon  Stewart,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Tho.  Lord  Lyttel- 
ton,  $aron  of  Frankley ;  a  Privy 
Councelior;  Chief  Jufttce  in  Eyre 
of  his  Majefty's  forefts  North  of 
Trent ;  High  Steward  of  Bewdley, 
in  Worcefterfhire,  &c.  His  Lord- 
ihip  was  born  January  30,  17449 
and  fucceeded  his  father,  George 
Lord  Lyttelton,  Aug.  22,  1773^ 
He  took  his  feat  in  Parliament  the 
fncceeding  feflion,  and  has  been 
diftinguifhed  as  a*  very  eloquent 
fpeaker.  He  married  June  26, 
1 772,  Apphia,  daughter  of  Broome 
Witts,  Efq;.  of  Chipping-Norton, 
in  Oxford  (hire,  and  widow  of  Jo- 
feph  Peach,  Efq;  late  Governor 
of  Calcutta,  in  the  Eaft  Indies; 
but  dying  without  iffue,  the  title 
is  extinct.  The  prefent  reprefent- 
ative  of  the  family  of  Lyttelton, 


is  the  Right  Hon.  William  Henry 
Lyttelton  fixth  fori  of  Sir  Thomas 
Lyttelton,  Bart,  deceafed,  and 
uncle  to  the  late  Thomas  Lord 
Lyttelton,  created  a  peer,  of  Ire* 
land,  July  21,  by  the  title  of  Lord 
Weftcete,  of  Balaaore,  in  die 
county  of  Longford. 

The.  Hon.  \  Mrs.  Hamilton, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Home,  Bart* 
and  mother  of  the  Countefles  Mor1-. 
ton  and'Selkirk,  &c.  , 

Right  Hon.  William  Sinclair, 
Earl  of  Caithness,  and  Lord  Be* 
riendak*  He  is  fucceeded  in  Ba« 
rony  and  eftate  by  his  eldeil  foa 
John  Lord  Berieadale,  Major  isa 
the  76th  regiment,  now  in  Ame- 
rica. 

D<c.  Sir  Thomas  Samwell,  Bt. 
#  The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Cathe- 
rine Noel,  daughter  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Gainfborougb. 

,The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Seaforth. 

Hon.  Bvffe  Moiefworth,  young- 
eft  A>n  of  Robert  Lord  Vi&onat 
Molefworth. 

The  Duchefc  Dowager  of  Gor- 
don. 

Sir  Robert  Pringle,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Auguftns  John  Har- 
vey, Earl  of  BriJtol,  Lord  Har- 
vey, and  a  Vice  Admiral  of  the 
Blue.  Dying  without  ifTue,  the 
title  devolves  to  his  brother  the  Lord 
BHhop  of  Deny  in  Ireland* 
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APPENDIX    to    the    CHRONICLE. 


AbftraQ  of  the  late  A&  for  altering 
.  the  Duty  on  Houfes  and  Servants* 

THE  preamble  recites,  that 
the  duties  granted  laft  feffion 
of  Parliament  on  inhabited  houfes, 
not  bearing  a  proper  proportion  to 
each  other,  and  the  payment  be- 
ing greatly  evaded,  the  duties  paid 
by  that  aft  are  therefore  repealed. 

The  duties  now  impofed,  in  lieu 
pf  the  former,  took  place  on  the 
5th  of  July,  and  are  as  under: 

On  all  dwelling-houfes,  with 
the  offices,  courts,  yards,  and  gar- 
dens, worth  of  yearly  rent  from 
5I.  to  20I.  fix- pence  in  the  pound. 

from  20I.  to  40I.  nine-pence  in 
the  pound. 

From  40I.  a  year  upwards,  one 
/hilling  in  the  pound. 

Gardens,  not  exceeding  one  acre? 
of  land,  are  within  the  limits  of 
taxation  with  the  houfe. 

All  (hops  and  warehoufes  attachr 
ed  to,  or  communicating  with 
dwelling-houfes,  are  to  be  charged 
with  the  refpeftiye  houfes ;  ex- 
cepting warehoufes  and  buildings 
adjoining  to  wharfs,  occupied  by 
perfons  carrying  on  the  bufinefs 
of  wharfingers,  whofe  dwelling- 
houfes  only  are  to  be  charged. 

No  warehoufes,  being  diftinct 
buildings,  and  not  parcels  of 
dwelling-houfes,  though  they  may 
have  internal  communications  with 
them,  are  chargeable, 


Houfes,  in  which  there  is  only  a 
fervant,  or  other  perfon  refiding 
to  take  care  of  them,  are  not  con* 
fidered  ai  inhabited. 
<  Where  houfes  lett  in  different 
apartments,  the  landlord  is  charge- 
able as  the  occupier. 

Halls  and  offices  belonging  to 
perfons  or  bodies  corporate,  and 
chargeable  with  other  taxes  or  pa- 
rifh  rates,  are  fubjed  to  thefe  du- 
ties. 

With  regard  to  fervants,  no  af- 
feflmentis  to  be  impeached  for  any 
miftake  in  the  names  of  fervants, 
provided  the  perfons  intended  are 
fervants  to  the*  perfons  afleffed. 

Perfons,  who  have  different 
places  of  refidence,  are  to  declare 
under  their  hands,  when  called 
upon,  the  number  of  fervants  they 
mean  to  pay  for  at  their  refpeclive 
habitations  ;  which  lifts  are  to  be 
tranfmitted, 

Perfons  making  falfe  returns  of 
their  fervants  are  fubjed  to  a  p*» 
nalty  of  40I. 


AhftraB  of  an  A&  for  extending  the 
Provijtons  of  the  Twelfth  of 
George  the  Firft,  intitltd  An  A3 
to  prevent  frivolous  and  vexatious 
Arrefts. 

IT  recites  an  sl&  of  the  12th  of 
George  the  Firft,  for  prevent- 
ing frivolous  and  vexatious  arrefts, 

and 
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and  fets  forth,  that  by  the  faid  aft  trifts  and  jurifdiftions  as  autho- 
110  perfon  (hall  be  held  to  fpecial  rife  the  arreft  and  imprifonment 
bail  upon  any  procefs  iflued  oat  of  of  defendants,  where  the  caufe  of 
any  fuperior  court,  where  the  aftion  amounts  to  lefs  than  ten 
caufe  of  aftion  (hall  not  amount  pounds,  be  repealed. 
to  the  fam  of  ten  pounds,  or  up-  That,  in  cafe  of  iaai  judgment 
wards  ;  nor  out  of  any  inferior  obtained  in  any  inferior  court,  the 
court,  where  the  caufe  of  aftion  certificate  of  the.Judge  of  fuch  in- 
fhall  not  amount  to  the  Aim  of  ferior  court  to  the  fuperior  court 
forty  ihtflfngs,  or  upwards.  at  Weftminfter  fhall  enable  fuch 

It  further  recites,  that  the  power  fuperior  courts  to  iffue  writs  of 
of  arreft  and  imprifonment  on  execution  to  take  the  perfon  and 
mefne  procefs,  iffuing  out  of  fuck  efFefts  of  the  defendant  out  of  the 
inferior  court,  where  the  caufe  jurifdiftion  of  fuch  inferior  court, 
of  action  does  not  amount  to  ten  It  alfo  enafts,  that  on  a  judge- 
pounds,  is  found  by  experience  to  ment  in  an  inferior  court,  where 
be  attended  with  much  oppreffion  the  damages  are  under  ten  pounds, 
to  great  numbers  of  his  Majefty's  before  any  execution  mail  be  ftay- 
fubjefts;  for  remedy  whereof,  it  ed  by  writ  of  error,  the  defendant 
enafts,  that  from  the  pa  fling  of  (hall  give  fecurity  to  profecate  his 
this  aft,  no  perfon  (hall  be  arretted  writ  of  error  with  effect. 
or  held  to  fpecial  bail,  upon  any  And  then  enacts,  that  no  caufe  • 
procefs  iffuing  out  of  any  inferior  (hall  be  removed  by  Habeas  Cor- 
court,  where  the  caufe  of  aftion  pus,  unlefs  the  defendant  fhall  en- 
fhall  not  amount  to  ten  pounds,  or  ter  into  recognizance  for  payment 
upwards;  but  the  like  copies  of   of  the,  debt  and  coils. 

procefs  fhall  be  ferved,   and  the     

like  proceedings  had  thereupon  in  '.      . 

fuch  inferior  court,  as  are  direfted  Abftraa  of  A  late  A8  pajfedto  prt- 
to  be  had,  by  the  faid  recited  aft,  ^^/  Smuggling* 

in  fuch  inferior  court,  in  all  cafes 

where  the  caufe  of  aftion  fhall  not  A  FTER  the  firft  of  Auguft, 
amount  to  the  fum  of  forty  fhil-  x\  a  penalty  of  300I.  is  laid  on 
lings.  any  mailer  of  a  (hip  coming  from 

It  further  enafts,  that  in  alt  in-  abroad,  having  more  than  ioolb. 
ferior  courts  (having  jurifdiftion  of  tea  on  board,  (not  being  an 
to  the  amount  of  ten  pounds  or  up-  Eafl- India  (hip)  or  more  than 
wards)  the  like  affidavit  fhall  be  100  gallons  of  foreign,  fpirits  in 
made  and  filed  of  fuch  caufe  of  cafks  under  60  gallons  (beftdes 
aftion,  and  the  like  proceedings  two  gallons  for  each  feaman  on 
fhall  be  had  thereupon,  as  are  di-    board.) 

refted  by  the  faid  recited  aft,  Foreign  fpirits  imported  from 
where  the  caufe  of  aftion  amounts  any  part  of  Europe,  in  a  veflH 
to  the  fum  of  forty  fhillings,  or  up-  containing  lefs  than  60  gallons, 
wards.  arc  forfeited,  with  the  fhip,  fumi- 

It  then  recites,  that  fo  much  of    ture,  &c. 
the  feveral  afts  pafTed  for  the  re-#      When  any  tea,  coffee,  or  goods 
covery  of  debts  within  certain  dif-    liable  to  forfeiture,  is  found  on 

board 
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board  any  fhip  coming  from  fo-  '    cmmetked  on  TuefSay  tbe&b  of 

reign  parts,  at  anchor,  or  hovering  July* 

within  two  leagues  of  the  coaft, 

the  (hip,  if  not  above  200  tons,  is  (~\^  and  after  the  6th  day  of 

forfeited,  with  her  furniture,  &c.  \*J  July,  every  perfon  going  poft 

Every  perfon  who  fhall  fell  cof-  is  to  pay  the  duty  of  a  penny  per 

fee,  tea;  cocoa-nuts,  or  make  or  mile  for  each  horfe  fo  hired  to  tht 

fell  chocolate,  muft  paint  over  his  inn-keeper,  poft- mailer,  or  oilier 

door,  *  dealer  in  coffee,  &c.'  on  perfon  letting  fuch  horfes,  who  at 

penalty  of -200I.                            '  tke  fame  tkne  is  to  deliver  to  hilt 

Every  importer  or  dealer  in  tV  a  Stamp-office  ticket,  -expreffing 

reign  fpirits,  mail  paint  over  his  the  number  of  horfes  add  tnifes  hS 

door,   *  importer  of  or  dealer  in  has  paid  for,  and  the  day  of  the* 

foreign  fpirits,'  on  penahy  of  50I.  month :  this  ticket  is  to  be  left  at 

Every  dealer  in  tea,  foreign  the  -firft  turnpike  the  traveller 
fpirits,  &c.  who  (hall  buy  any  of  comes  to,  otherwife  the  turnpike- 
die  faid  goads  of  any  perfon  that  man  mat  not  let  him  pin  till  he 
has  not  the  words  afovefaid  over  has  paid  htm  eigfrcetn-pence  for 
his  door,  is  liable  to  an  additional  tack  horfe  for  rock  his  negteft, 
penalty  of  iool.  which  money  the  ra*n  pike- mail 

Every  perfon,  not  a  dealer,  who  may  keep  for  his  own  nfe. 

mall  buy  any  tea,  fpirits,  &c.  of  Every  perfon  who  hires  hofftt 

any  perfon  that  has  not  the  words  by  the  day,  or  for  left  *th*n  a  day, 

aforefaid  over  his  door,  will  forfeit  is  to  pay  the  duty  of  tine  penny 

10I.  feerunk  for  each  horfe  tb  theifln- 

All  foreign  thread -lace  import-  Keepers,  poft-mafters,  or  other  per- 

ed  after  the  fir  ft  of  Afcguft  to  be  ion  who  lets  the  fame,  before  they 

marked  at  each  end  at  the  Cuftom  are  nfed,  provided  the  dilrance  ht 

Hoofe;   and  perfbns  pofleffed  of  is  going  is  declared  at  the  time  df 

foreign  lace  may  have  it  marked  hiring ;  but  ff  the  dift&nce  is  not 

at  the  neareft  Cuftom  Houfe,  mak-  declared,   then  he  is  to  pay  one 

ing  oath  that  the  duties  were  paid,  fhiilnrg  for  each  horfe  he  hires, 

AH  foreign  thread- lace  found  h*  and  is  to  receive  likewife  a  Stamp- 
this  kingdom  after  the  fir  ft  of  Fe-  office  ticket,  expreffing  the  num- 
bruary  next,  not  marked,  will  be  feer  of  horfes,  snd  having  the 
forfeited.  And  any  perfon  conn-  words  *  for  a  day '  printed  there- 
terfeiting  the  mark,  or  that  fhall  on,  and  is  likewife  to  declare 
fell  or  have  in  his  cuftody  lace  whether  he  intends  to  return  the 
with  a  counterfeit  mark,  will  for-  feme  day  ;  in  which  cafe  the  inn- 
fit  iool.  an4  be  adjudged  to  keeper,  &c.  is  to  write  upon  the 
ftand  in  the  pillory  two  hours  ;  ticket  *  to  return  ; '  and  if  he  ac-, 
and  their  aiders,  abetters,  and  af-  tually  does  return  before  twelve 
fiftants,  will  be  liable  to  the  fame  o'clock  at  night,  then  fuch  mo- 
fine  and  punifhment.  ney  is  to  be 'returned  to  Kim  by 

— — —  the    inn-keeper,    pott-matter,    or 

Abjiraft  of'  an  Ail  for  laying  a  other  perfon,    who  received   the 

Duty  on  Po/t'Horfff,  WV.  which  fame. 

Mem, 
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Mem. — This  ticket  for  a  day  is 
to  be  (hewn  at  the  feveral  turn- 
pikes, but  is  not  to  be  left  at 
any. 


Abftraft  of  an  Aft  for  recruit  i fig  bit 
Majefty's  Land  and  Sea  Forces. 

JUSTICES  of  peace,  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  land-tax,  and 
Magistrates  of  corporations,  in  the 
com  minion  of  the  peace,  are  im- 
powered,  within  their  feveral  ju- 
risdictions, to  imprefs  all  able- 
bodied,  idle,  and  di (orderly  per- 
fons,  who  cannot,  upon  examina- 
tion, prove  themfelves  to  exercife 
fome  lawful  trade  or  employment, 
for  their  fupport :  and  are  to  order 
a  general  fearch  for  all  perfons 
under  this  defcription.  Perfons 
convicted  of  running  goods  or 
fmuggling,  in  a  penalty  not  ex 
ceeding  40 1.  may  be  raifed  and 
levied  in  like  manner,  in  lieu  of 
the  punifhment  to  which  they  are 
otherwife  liable :  as  are  perfons 
convicted  of  running  away  and 
leaving  families  chargeable  on 
their  parifhes.  Bailiffs- followers 
are  left  open  to  the  powers  confer- 
red by  this  act,  being  exprefsly 
declared  not  to  exercife  an  em- 
ployment within  the  meaning  of 
it.  The  men,  thus  enlifted,  are 
to  be  free  from  bodily  infirmities ; 
between  the  ages  of  fixteen  and 
fifty ;  if  under  the  age  of  eighteen, 
they  mud  be  five  feet  three  inches 
high  ;  and,  if  above  that  age, 
five  feet  four  inches  high,  without 
fhoes. 

No  perfon,  intitled  to  vote  at 
an  election  for  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament, is  liable  to  be  imprefled 
either  as  a  foldier  or  a  feaman. 
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The  inhabitants  of  every  pari  ft 
and  townfhip  are  to  affift  in  th* 
execution  of  this  act ;  and  a  re** 
ward  of  ten  (hillings  is  to  be  paid 
for  the  difcovery  of  any  proper 
perfon,  fo  that  he  be  en  lifted  * 
Perfons  obftructing  the  powers  of 
the  act  are  fubject  to  a  penalty  of 
10I. 

Perfons  imprefTed  nnder  this  aft 
are  intitled  to  their  difcharge  on 
demand  after  five  years  fervicej 
provided  the  nation  be  not  then 
engaged  in  war;  in  which  cafe 
they  mult  (erve  during  the  contU 
nuance  of  the  war* 

Perfons  who  enter,  voluntarily 
into  his  Majefty's  fervice  are  to 
receive  three  guineas  bounty  mo- 
ney, to  enter  into  immediate  pay* 
are  to  be  difcharged  at  the  end  of 
three  years,  or  of  the  war  the h  in 
being,  on  demand  ;  are  exempted 
afterwards  from  ftatute  duty,  pa- 
ri fh  offices,  and  the  militia  fer> 
vice,  and  may  fet  up  and  exercife 
any  trade,  agreeable  to  the  ftatute 
3  Geo.  III.  c.  8. 

To  prevent  the  inconvenience 
of  imprefiing  men  during  the  time 
of  harveft,  labourers  working  at 
hay  or  corn  harveft,  who  procure 
certificates  from  the  parifh  where 
they  live,  which  are  to  be  furnifh-* 
ed  gratis,  are  thereby  protected 
from  May  25  to  October  25. 

This  act  is  to  remain  in  force 
until  May  1,  1780;  and  repeals 
the  act  18  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  53,  paf» 
fed  laft  year. 


Proceedings  at  the  Trial  of  Admiral 
KeppeL 


o 


N  the  7th  of  January  the  &%+ 
nal  was  made  for  all  the  ad- 
mirals 
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irtiral  and  captains  of  his  Majefty's 
fleet  to  come  on  board  the  Britan- 
nia in  Portfmouth  harbour.  When 
they  were  affemblcd,  the  names 
of  the  admirals  and  captains  on 
board,  according  to  their  rank 
and  fenioritv,  were  called  over  by 
George  Jackibn,  Efq;  the  Judge 
Advocate,  till  a  fufficient  number 
anfwered  to  their  names  to  com- 
pofe  the  Court,  thofe  being  paired 
over  who  had  been  fummoned  to 
give  evidence  on  the  trial.  This 
being  objected .  to  by  the  Hon. 
Captain  Walfingham,  the  Judge 
Advocate  read  the  following  caff, 


any  thing  herein  contained  to 
the  contrary  notwithftanding." 
Sea.  iztb.  "  That  from  and 
after  the  25th  of  December, 
1749,  no  Court  Martial  to  be 
held  or  appointed  by  virtue  of 
this  prefent  a&  (hall  confift  of 
more  than  Thirteen,  or  of  lefs 
than  Five  perfons,  to  he  crnnpof* . 
id  of fuch  fiqg  officers +  captains, 
or  commander*  then  end  there  pre- 
\f  fettt,  as  art  next  infeniority  to  the 
"  officer  ivbo  prejides  at  tie  Court 
"  Martial," 

.   Notwithftanding  *he  words  in 
Italic  in  the  \ukje&i*u>  the  nfage 
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and  the  opinion  of  his  Majefty's  at  Courts  Martial  has  been,  tor 
Attorney  and  Sollicitor  General  officers  who  have  given  evidence 
and  Mr.  Cufl  thereon,  to  the-  at  the  trials,  cot  to  fit  as  members 
Court :  of  the  Courts ;  although  they  were. 

The  22nd  of  Geo.  II.  chap.  33.  fenior  to  others  who  fat,  and  con-' 
Jett.  j  1.  enacts,  "  That  from  and  fequently  would  h*ve  fat  as  mem* 
"  after  the  25th  day  of  Decern-  bers  if  they  had  not  been  examin- 
ber  1749,  it  (ball  be  lawful  for  ed  as  witneffes. 
the  faid  Lord  High  Admiral  of  The  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the 
Great  Britain,  or  the  Com m if-  Admiralty  having  lately  received 
iioners  for  executing  the  office  a  complaint  in  writing,  charging 
of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  in  officer  of  rank  in  the  royal  navy 
Great  Britain  ;  or  the  Com  mi  f-    with  one  of  the  offences  fpecified 

in  the  Articles  of  War,  which  are 
created  and  fet  forth  by  the  above* 
mentioned  afl  of  parliament;  their 
Lord  (hips  have  therefore  thought 
fit  to  iflue  their  order,  or  warrant  v 
in  writing,  to  Admiral  Sir  Tho- 
mas Pye  at  Portfmouth,  requiring 
him  forthwith  to  afTemble  a  Court 
Martial  for  the  trial  of  .the  faid 
officer.  And  it  having  been  fug- ; 
gttittd  to  their  Lordfhips  that  feve- 
ral  officers  and  commanders  of  the 
King's  (hips  at  Portsmouth  (who, 
on  account  of  their  fenioritv,  mult 
fit  as  members  of  the  faid  Court 


fioners  for  executing  the  office 
of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the 
time  being,  and  they  are  here- 
by refpedhvely  authorifed  from 
time  to  time,  as  there  fhall  be 
occafion,  to  dired  any  flag  of- 
ficer or  captain  of  any  of  his 
Majefty's  mips  of  war,  who 
fhall  be  in  any  port  of  Great- 
Britain,  or  Ireland,  to  hold 
"  Courts  Martial  in  any  fuch 
port,  provided  fuch  flag  officer 
or  captain  be  the  firft,  fecond, 
or  third  in  command,  in  fuch 
port  as  fhall  be  found  moll  ex- 
pedient and  for  the  good  of  his 
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Martial,  if  the  letter  of  the  12th 
Majefty's  fervice  ;.  and  fuch  flag  fe3ion  in  the, faid  ad  is  conformed 
officer  or  captain,  fo  directed  to  to)  will  be  fummoned  as  witneffes, 
hold  Courts  Martial/  fhall  pre-  either  in  fupport  of  the  charge  or 
fide  at  fuch  Court   Martial ;    in  behalf  of  the  accufed- 
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You  are  therefore  requefted 
to  advife  their  lord  (hips, 
whether  in  cafe  fnch  fenior 
officers  fhould  be  called 
upon  to  give  evidence  at  the 
trial,  they  may  likewife  fit 
as  members  of  the  court 
martial  ? — And  alfo, 

Whether  the  court  can  be  le- 
gally held  without  the  fe- 
nior officers  (who  (hall  hap- 
pen to  be  called  upon  to 
give  evidence)  in  cafe  it  is 
neceflary  for  their  juniors 
to  fit  as  members,'  in  order 
to  make  up  the  number  re- 
quired by  the  ftatute  tocon- 
ftitute  a  court  ? 

The  ufage  of  the  fervice  is 
very  material  upon  this  cafe,  for 
naval  courts  martial  are  evident- 
ly considered  in  the  ftatutes  con- 
cerning them,  as  known  and  efta- 
bliihed     courts,    confequently  in 
matters  not  efpecially  provided  for, 
the  fettled  courfe  of  proceedings 
xnuft  have  great  weight — That  the 
characters  of  witnefs  and  judge  are 
not  Confident,    is  very  obvious; 
and  though  in  the  common  law  of 
England  there  is  no  challenge  to 
a  judge,  yet  in  the  only  in  ft  a  nee 
we  know  where  judges  were  called 
upon  to  give  evidence  in  a  crimi- 
nal cafe,  [Kelyng's  Rep.  12.]  it  is 
obferved,    that  they  fat  no  more 
during  that  Trial. — By  a   drift 
and  literal  conftruftion  of  the  fta- 
tute  of  the  2 2d  of  Geo.  II.  chap. 
33,    feft.    12,  neither  the  profe- 
cutor,   nor    the    prifoner,   would 
ceafe  to  be  judges. — But  this  con- 
ftruftion  would   be    abfurd,    and 
the  aft  muft  from  common  fenfe 
admit  as  the  ufage  is,  that  officers 
to  whom  there  is  a  jufl  ground  of 
exception,    or    who    have  a   juft 
ground  of  excufe,  fhiill  not  he  in- 


i: 


eluded  in  the  number  of  thole  of 
whom  the  court  is  to  be  coinpofed ; 
confequently  if  any  officer  entitled 
by  his  rank  to  fit,  is  either  profe- 
cutor,  party,  or  witnefs,  the  per- 
ion  next  *in  feniority  muft  fupply 
his  place,  and  the  court  fo  com- 
pofed,  will  be  legally  held  accord- 
ing to  the  intent  of  the  aft. 

Al.  Wedderburn. 
a.  Wallace. 
.  C.  Cust." 

Then  the  Judge  Advocate  read 
the  order  fent  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  to  Sir  Thomas  Pye, 
admiral  of  the  white,  to  hold  the 
court  martial,  dated  the  31ft  De- 
cember, 17789  figned  Sandwich , 
T.  Buller,  Lifburne;  and  for  ad- 
journing to  the  Governor  of  Portf- 
mouth's  houfe. 

The  following  members  were 
then  fworn,  agreeable  to  aft  of 
Parliament, 

Prefident,  Sir  Thomas  Pye,  ad* 
miral  of  the  white* 

Matthew  Buckle,  Efq;  vice- 
Admiral  of  the  red, 

John  Montagu,  Efq;  vice-ad- 
miral of  the  red. 

Marriot  Arbuthnot,  Efq;  rear* 
Admiral  of  the  white. 

Robert  Roddam,  Efq;  rear-ad- 
miral of  the  white. 

Captains.  M.  Milbank 
Francis  Samuel  Drake 
t  Taylor  Penny 
'  John  Mourtray 
William  Bennet 
Adam  Duncan 
Philip  Boteler 
James  Cranftori 
Then  the  Judge  Advocate  was 
fworn  not  to  difclofe  or  difcover. 
the  opinion  of  any  particular  mem- 
ber of  the  court  martial,    unlefa 
thereunto  required  by  aft  of  Par- 
liament, 

The 
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The  court  was  then  adjourned  he  advanced  to    the  enemy  and 

to  the  ho ufe  of  the  Qovernor  of  made  the  fignal  for  battle. 

Portfmouth,    when   the  Prefident  That  the  above  condud  was  the 

defired  the  Judge  Advocate  to  read  more  unaccountable,  as  the  enc* 

the  charge,  my's  fleet  was  not  then  in  difor- 

The  Judge  Advocate  then  read  der>  nor  beaten,    nor  flying,  but 


Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  letter  to  Philip 
Stephens,  Efq;  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty,  dated  London  the  9th 


formed  in  a  regular  line  of  battle 
on  that  tack  which  approached  the 
Britifti   fleet    (all    their    motions 


of  December,  1778,  defiring  the  plainly  indicating  a  defign  to  give 

Lords  Commiffioners«of  the  Ad-  Jbattle),  and  they  edged  down  and 

miralty  to  order   a  court  martial  attacked  it  whilft  in  diforder :  bf 

to  be  held   for  the  trial  of   the  this  un-pfficer-like  con daft,  a  ge* 

Honourable  Auguftus  Keppel,  ad-  neral  engagement  was  not  brought 

miral  of  the  blue,  for  mifcondu&  on,  but  the  other  flag-officers  and 

and  negleft  of  duty  on  the  27th  captains  were  left  to  engage  with* 

and  28th  of  July,  1778,  as  men-  out    order    or    regularity,    front 


tioned  in  the  inclofed  paper  con- 
taining the  charges  again  ft  him. 

The  charge  was  then  read  as 
follows : 

A  Charge  ofMifconduQ  and  NegleB 
of  Duty  againft  the  Honourable 
Admiral  Keppel,  on  the  ijtb 
and  z%th  of  July,  1778,  in  divers 
Infiances  undermentioned. 

I.  That  on  the  morning  of  the 
27th  of  July,  1778,  having  a  fleet 
of  thirty  (hips  of  the  line  under  his 
command,  and  being  then  in  the 
prefence  of  a  French  fleet  of  the 
like  number  of  fhips  of  the  line, 
the  faid  admiral  did  not  make  the 
neceflary  preparations  for  fight,  did 
not  put  his  fleet  into  a  line  of  bat- 
tle, or  into  any  order  proper  ei- 
ther for  receiving  or  attacking  an 
enemy  of  fuch  force :  but  on  the 
contrary,  although  his  fleet  was 
already  difperfed  and  in  diforder, 
he,  by  making  the  fignal  for  fe- 


whence  great  confufion  enfued* 
fomeof  his  fhips  were  prevented  get* 
ting  into  a&ion  at  all,  others  were 
not  near  enough  to  the  enemy, 
and  fome  from  the  confufion  fired 
into  others  of  the  King's  fhipsi 
and  did  them  confiderable  damage* 
and  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
was  left  alone  to  engage  finely 
and  unfupported*  In  thefe  in- 
fiances the  faid  Admiral  Keppel 
negligently  performed  the  duty  im> 
poled  on  him* 

II.  That  after  the  van  and  cen- 
ter diviflons  of  the  Britifh  fleet 
patted  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  the 
admiral  did  not  immediately  tack 
and  double  upon  the  enemy  with 
thofe  two  divifions*  and  continue 
the  battle,  nor  .did  he  colled  them 
together  at  that  time,  and  keep  fo 
near  the  enemy  as  to  be  in  readi- 
nefs  to*  renew  the  battle  as  foon 
as  it  might  be  proper ;  but  on  the 
contrary*  he  flood  away  beyond  the 


veral  fhips  of  the  vice-admiral  of    enemy  to  a  great  diftan.ce  before 


the  blue's  divifion  to  chace  to 
windward,  increafed  the  diforder 
of  that  part  of  his  fleet,  and  the 
fhips  were  in  confequence  more 
fcattcred  than  they  had  been  be- 
fore ;  and  whilft  in  this  diforder, 
Vol.  XXII. 


he  wore  to  ft  and  towards  them 
again,  leaving  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  engaged  with  the  enemy, 
and  expofed  to  be  cut  off, 

III.  That  after  the  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue  had  palled  the  laft  of 
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the    enemy's    fhips,    and    imme- 
diately   wore   and    laid    his    own 
(hip's    head    towards    the    enemy 
again,  being  then   in  their    wake 
and  at  a  little  diiiance  only,  and 
expecting  the  admiral  to  advance 
with    all    the    fhips   to  renew    the 
ft^h:,  the  admiral  did  not  advance 
for   that    purpofe,    but    fhorrened 
fail,  hauled  down    the  fignal   for 
battle  ;   nor  did  he  at  that  time, 
or  at  aily  other  time  whilft  Hand- 
ing towards   the  enemy,  call   the 
(hips  together  in  order  to   renew 
the  attack  as  he  might  have  done, 
particularly  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
red,  and  his  divifion,  which  had 
received    the    lead   damage,    had 
been   the    longcft    out   of   action, 
were  ready  and  fit  to  renew  it,  were 
then  to  windward  and  could  have 


the  opportunity  to  rally  unmolest- 
ed, and  to  form  again   into  a  line 
of  battle,  and  to  flar.d  afier  the 
Britiih   fleet:  this  was  difgraceful 
to  the  Britiih  flag,  for  it  had  the 
appearance  of  a  flight,  and  gave 
the  French  admiral  a  pretence  to 
claim  the  victory,  and  to  publifh 
to  the  world  that  the  Britifh  fbet 
ran  away,  and  that  he  purfued  it 
with  the  fleet  of  France,  and  of- 
fered it  battle. 

V.  That  on  the  morning  of  the 
28th  of  July,  1778,  when  it  was 
perceived  that  only  three  of  the 
French  fleet  remained  near  the 
Britifh,  in  the  (ituation  the  whole 
had  been  in  the  night  before,  and 
that  the  re  It  were  to  leeward  at  a 
greater  diftance,  not  in  a  line  of 
battle  but  in  a  heap,  the  admiral 


bore  down  and  fetched  any  part  of  did  not  caufe  the  fleet  to  purfue 

the  French  fleet,  if  the  fignal  for  the   flying  enemy,    nor    even    to 

battle  had  not  been  hauled  down,  chace  the  three  fhips  that  fled  af- 

or  if  the  faid  Admiral  Keppel  had  ter  the  reft  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 

availed   himfeif  pf  the  fignal  ap-  he   led    the    Britifh    fleet   another 

pointed  by  the  thirty-firft  article  of  way,  directly  from  the  enemy. 
the  Fighting  Inftrudtions,  by  which         By  thefe  inftances  of  mifcondutt 

he    might  have  ordered   thofe    to  and  neglect,  a  glorious  opportunity 


lead  who  are  to  lead  with  the 
(larboards  tacks  on  board  by  a 
wind,  which  fignal  was  applicable 
to  the  occafion  for  renewing  the 
engagement  with  advantage  after 
the  French  fleet  had  been  beaten, 
their  line  broken,  and  in  diforder. 
In  thefe  inftances  he  did  not  do 
the  utmoft  in  his  power  to  take-, 
fink,  burn,  or  deftroy  the  French 
fleet,  that  had  attacked  the  Bri- 
tifh fhet. 

IV.  That  inftead  of  advancing 
to  renew  the  engagement,  as  in 
the  preceding  articles  is  alledged, 
and  as  he  might  and  ought  to  have 
done,  the  admiral  wore  and  made 
fail  directly  from  the  enemy,  and 
thus  he  led  the  whole  Britiih  fleet 
away  from  them,  which  gave  them 


was  loft  of  doing  a  moft  efTential 
fervke  to  the  ftate,  and  the  honour 
of  the  Britifh  navy  was  tarnifhed. 

When  the  evidence  on  the  part 
of  the  profecutor  (which  lallcd  to 
the  30th  of  Jan.)  was  gone  through, 
the  admiral  opened  his  defence 
with  the  following  fpeech  : 

The  Speech  of  the  Honourable  Au- 
guftus  Keppel,  before  the  Court 
Martial,  in  opening  his  Defence, 
fan,  the  30/^,  1779. 

Mr.  P reft Jent  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Court, 

1AM  brought  before  you,  af- 
ter   forty    years    fervice,    on    the 
charge  of  an  officer  under  my  com- 
&  mand, 
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rnand,  for  a  variety  of  offences,  the  moll  gracious  expreffions  of  fa* 
which,  if  true  or  probable,  would  vour  and  elteem ;  and  I  am  re* 
be  greatly  aggravated  by  the  meaus  ceived  in  the  moft  flattering  man* 
I  have  had,  from  a  long  experience*  ner  by  the  firll  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
of  knowing  my  duty,  and  by  the!    ralty, 

flroijg  mccives  of  honour,   which        .Severals   weeks   paft,    when   at 
ought  to  have  incited  me  toper-     length*  without  giving  me  any  pre* » 
form  it  to  the  very  utmoft  extent    vious  notice,  the  Board  of  Admi* 
of  my  ability.  ralty    fend    me    five    articles    of 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  an  officer  on-  charge,  on  which  they  declare  theif 
der  my  orders,  conceives  that  I  have  intention  of  bringing  me  to  my- 
acted  very  irregularly  and  very  trial ;  theXe  charges  are  brought  by: 
culpably  in  the  engagement  with  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer}  who  nearly  at 
the  French  fleet  on  the  27th  of  the  fame  time  publicly  declared*. 
July  lail ;  fo  very  irregularly,  and  that  he  had  taken  this  ftep  from 
io  very  faultily,  that  I  have  tar-  an  opinion*  that  he  himself  Iky 
nifhed  the  luftre  of  the  navy  of  under  an  imputation  of  difobe* 
England.  dience  to  my  orders,  and  that  this. 

PoiTe fled  with  this  opinion, on  out '  imputation  was  .countenanced  by,    ' 
return  to  port  after  the  action,  he     me.     I  may  fay,  without  the  leaft 
has  a  letter  from  the  Lords  of  the    hefitation,  that  if  I  fhould  be  cenV. 
Admiralty  put  into  his  hands,  giv-    fured  on  fuch  a  charge  (which  la- 
in g  me,  in  the  molt  explicit  tefms,    this  court,  and  with  my  caufe,  I 
his  Ma  jetty's  approbation  for  a  con-    think  impoffible)  there  is  an  end- 
dud,  -which    he    now   affects   to    of  all  command  in  the  navy.    If  , 
think,  deferves  the  utmoft  difap-     every  fubordinate   officer  can  fet 
probation,    and   the  fevered  cen-     up  his  judgment  again  ft  that  of  hit 
fure  ;  and%he,  with  the  other  ad-    commander  in  chief;  and  after  fe- 
mirals  and  captains  of  the  fleet,  to    vera!  months  of  infidious  filencey 
whom  it  was  likewife  comraunicat-   ,  can  call  him  to  trial,  whenever  he 
ed,  perfectly  acquiefces  in  it.  thinks  it  ufeful  for  the  purpofe  of 

With  the  fame  ill  opinion  of  clearing  away  imputations  on  him* 
my  conduct  in  his  bofom,  he  felf,  or  in  order  to  get  the  flart  of 
goes  to  fea  again  under  my  a  regular  charge,  which  he  ap- 
command  ;  he  goes  to  fea  under  prehends  may  poffibly  be  brought 
me,  without  having  given  the  on  his  own  conduct ;  there  can  bo 
leait  vent  to  his  thoughts,  either    no  fervice. 

by  way  of  advice  to  myfelf,  or  of  If  the  charges  of  my  accufer 
complaint  to  our  common  fupe-  could  be  ju (lifted  by  his  apprehen* 
riors.  fions   for   him  felf,    he  has -taken 

He  afterwards  correfponds  with  care  to  prove  to  the  court,  that  he 
me  on  terms  of  friendfhip ;  and  in  had  very  good  reafon  for  his  fears  ; 
this  correfpondence  he  ufes  ex-  but  if  thefe  charges  are  to  be  con- 
preflions,  which  convey  a  very  fidered  as  fupported  upon  any  ra- 
high  opinion  of  my  difinterefted-  tional  ground,  with  regard  to  the 
nefs,  and  of  my  zeal  for  the  fervice.  nature  of  the  offence,  or  any  fa- 
After  all  this  I  come  home  ;  I  tisfa&ory  evidence  with  regard  to 
am  received  by  his  Maiefty  with    the  facts,  as  againft  me ;  he  makes 

£*J*  thaf 
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that  figure,  which,  I  truft  in  God, 
all  thofe  who  attack  innocence  will 


ever  make. 

In  your  examination  into  that 
judgment,  which  my  officer,  in 
order  to  depreciate  my  {kill  and  to 
criminate  my  conduct,  has  thought 
proper  to  fet  up  again  ft  mine,  you 
have  very  wifely,  and  according  to 
the  evident  neceflity  of  the  cafe, 
called  for  the  obfervations  and  fen- 
timents  of  all  the  officers  who  have 
ferved  in  the  late  engagement ;  fo 
far  as  they  have  been  brought  be- 
fore  you  by  the  profecutor,  I  take 
it  for  granted,  you  will  follow  the 
fame  courfe  with  thofe  that  I  fhall 
produce.  If  this  (hould  not  be 
done,  an  accufer,  (according  to 
the  practice  of  mine)  by  the  ufe  of 
leading  queftions,  by  putting  things 
out  of  their  natural  order,  by  con- 
founding times,  and  by  a  perplex- 
ed interrogatory  concerning  an  in- 
finite number  of  manoeuvres  and 
fituations,  might  appear  to  produce 
a  ftate  of  things  directly  contrary 
to  the  ideas  of  thofe  who  faw  them 
with  their  own  eyes.  I  am  ado- 
rn died,  that,  when  an  officer  is 
accufed  by  another  of  crimes, 
which r  if  true,  muft  be  apparent 
to  a  very  ordinary  obfervation  and 
underftanding,  that  any  witneft 
fhould,  on  being  afked,  re f ufe  to 
declare  his  free  fentiments  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  matters  to 
which  he  depofet  have  appeared 
to  him :  I  never  wiflied,  that  any 
gentleman  fhould  withhold  that 
part  of  his  evidence  from  tender- 
nefs  to  me ;  what  motives  the  ac- 
cufer had  for  objecting  to  it,  he 
knows. 

The  plained  and  fulleft  fpealcing 
is  bed  for  a  good  caufe.  The  ma- 
nifeil    view    and    intention    that 


things  are  done  with,  conftitute 
their  crime  or  merit.  The  inten- 
tions are  infeparably  connected 
wfth  the  acts ;  and  a  detail  of  mi- 
litary or  naval  operations,  wholly 
feparated  from  their  deiign,  will 
be  nonfenfe.  The  charge  is  read 
to  a  witnefs,  as  I  apprehend,  that 
he  may  difcern  how  the  facts  he 
has*  feen,  agree  with  the  crimes 
he  hears  charged.  Otherwife  I 
cannot  conceive  why  a  witnefs  is 
troubled  with  that  reading.  The 
court  can  hardly  enter  fully  into 
the  matter  without  fuch  informa- 
tion ;  and  the  world  out  of  our 
profeflion  cannot  enter  into  it  at 
all.  Thefe  queftions  I  am  informed 
are  properly  queftions  of  fact ;  and 
I  believe  it;  they  are  perfectly  con- 
formable to  the  practice  of  court 
martials ;  but  if  they  were  quef- 
tions to  mere  opinion,  yet  the 
court,  not  the  witnefs,  is  anfwer- 
able  for  the  propriety  of  them. 
Mafters  have  been  called  here  by 
the  profecutor  (and  the  propriety 
not  difputed)  for  mere. opinions, 
concerning  the  effect  of  chacing  on 
a  lee-fhore.  In  higher  matters, 
higher  opinions  ought  to  have 
weight ;  if  they  ought,  there  are 
none  more  capable  of  giving  the 
court  information  than  thofe  who 
are  fummoned  here ;  for  I  believe 
no  country  ever  was  ierved  by  offi- 
cers of  more  gallantry,  honour, 
ability,  and  (kill  in  their  profef- 
fion. 

You  are  a  court  of  honour  as 
well  as  of  ftrict  martial  law.  I 
ftand  here  for  my  fame,  as  well 
as  for  my  life,  and  for  my  ftation 
in  the  navy.  I  hope  therefore, 
that  in  a  trial,  which  is  not  with- 
out importance  to  the  whole  fer- 
vice,  you  will  be  Co  indulgent  as 

to 
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have  a  relation.     Without  attend-  ders  to  know  whether  I  would  utK 

ing  to  that  relation,  fome  parti-  dertake   the    command.      1    faid 

culars  of  my  conduit  on  the  27th  that  I  was   ready  to  attend  and 

and  28th  of  July,  cannot  appear  give  my  anfwer  in  perfon  to  the 

in  the  light  which  I  imagine  they  King. 

are   fairly  intitled  to;   and  fome  Being  admitted  into  the  clofet,  1 

circum (lances   of    my   lenity    to-  gave  (uch  an  one  as  feemed  fads* 

wards  Sir  Hugh  Pal  lifer,  will  in-  factory  to  his  Majefty;  and  kaV- 

cur  acenfure  they  do  not  defeuve.  ing  delivered   my  opinions   with 

I  have  reflected  again  and  again  opennefs,  I  ended  with  a  detlara- 

on  that  bufmefs;  and  if  I  were  to  tton   of  my  willingnefs  to  ferve 

be  once  more  in  that  fituation,I  am  him,  in  the  defence  of  this  conn* 

perfuaded  that  I  mould  act  in  all  try  and  its  commerce,  whenever  I 

refpelh   very   much   in  the  fame*  mould  be. honoured  with  his  com* 

manner.    I  have  done  my  beft  and  mands,  and  as  long  as  my  health 

utmofl ;  not  merely  to  comply  with  permitted. 

an    article  of  war   (I   mould  be  The  appearance  on  the  part  of 

afhamed  that  fuch  a  thing,  at  fuch  foreign  powers  not  continuing  (I 

a  time,   could   have  engaged  my  fuppofe,)  to  give  fo  much  alarm, 

thoughts)  but  to  defend  the  king-  I  heard  no  more  of  the  command 

dom;  and  I  have  reafon  to  thank  from    November,    1776,    to   Fe- 

God,  that  whatever  ob fir ud ions  I  bruary  or  March,  1778.     At  that 

met  with  in  fervice,  or  whatever  time  I  had  hints  conveyed  to  me 

(landers  and  ace  u  fa  dons  have  fol-  that  I  might  foon  be  wanted.    I 

lowed   me  afterwards,   the  king-  was  as  ready  to  obey  the  Kins  at 

dom  has  been  defended.  I  had  been  fixteen  months  before; 

My  capacity  may  be  unequal  to  and  when  required  to  ferve,  I  had 
the  trull  which  was  placed  in  me.  two  or  three  audiences  of  his  Ma- 
It  is  certainly  very  unequal  to  the  jefty  before  I  left  London  finally 
warm  wi flies  I  have  ever  felt  for  to  hoift  my  flag.  I  muft  remark, 
the  fervice  of  my  country.  There-  that  I  took  the  freedom  to  exprefs 
fore  if  I  had  intrigued  or  folicited  to  his  Majefty,  that  I  ferved  in 
the  command,  or  if  I  had  bargain-  obedience  to  bis  commands;  that 
ed  for  any  advantage  on  'accept-  I  was  unacquainted  with  his  Mini* 
ing  it,  I  might  be  blamed  for  my  fters,  as  Minifters;  '  and  that  I 
preemption.  But  it  came  to  me  took  the  command  as  it  was,  with* 
intirely  unfought,  and  on  accept-  out  making  any  difficulty,  and 
ing  it,  I  neither  complained  of  without  afking  a  fingle  favour; 
any  former  neglect,  nor  flipulated  trufting  to  his  Majefty's  good  in- 
for  any  future  gratification.  tentions,  and  his  gracious  fupport 

It  is  upwards  of  two  years  ago,  and  protection. 

that  is,  in  November,  1 776,  that  I  Circumftanced  as  I  was,  I  could 

received  a  meflage  from  Lord  Sand-  have  no  finifler  and  no  ambitious 

wich,  brought  to  me  by  Sir  Hugh  views  in  my  obedience.  I  rifqueda 

Pallifer,    that   the  appearance  of  great  deal,  and  I  expected  nothing. 

foreign   powers   in    our  difputes,  Many  things  difpofed  me  rather  to 

might  require  a  fleet  at  home ;  feek  my  eafe  than  any  new  em- 

and  that  he  had  his  Majefty 's  or-  ployment,  and  gave  me  a  vtry 
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the  operations  ;    that  is  the   true  of  uniformity  and  fecrecy,  my  in- 

point   of  view    from   which    they  ftructions  came  to  me  through  the 

muft  be  feen  by  thofe  who  examine  Admiralty  alone,  yet  part  of  them 

his  conduct ;  becaufe  his  opinion  originated   from   the  Secretary  of 

muft  be  formed,  and  his  conduct  State,   as  well  as  from  the  board* 

.regulated  by  the  judgment  of  his  Every  thing  which  I  did  as  an  offi- 

eye  upon  the  pofture  in  which  be  cer  was  folely  fubfcrvient  and  fu- 

fees  his  objects,  and  not  from  the  bordinate  to  the  great  end  of  the 

view  which  another  in  a  different,  national  defence.     I  manoeuvred  ; 

and  perhaps  di (tan t  pofition  has  of  I  fought;  I    returned  to  port;   I 

them  ;  and  in  proportion  as  he  has  put  to  fea;  juft  as  it  feemed  belt 

judged  well  or  ill  upon  that  parti-  to  me  for  the  purpofe  of  my  defti- 

cular  view,  taken  from  that  parti-  nation.     I  acted  on   thefe  princU 

cular  pofition   (which  is  the  only  pies  of  large  difcretion  ;   and  on 

point  of  direction  he  can  have)  he  thofe  principles  I   mull  be   tried, 

^eferves  either  praife  or  cenfure.  Iflamnot,  it  is  another  fort  of 

On   thefe  principles  I  wi(h  my  officer ;  and  not  one  with  my  truft 

manoeuvres  to  be  tried,  when  the  and  my  powers  that  is  on  trial. 

•  proper    confideration    is    whether  It   is  undoubtedly  the  duty  of 

they  have   been    unfkilfully  con-  every  fea  officer,  to  do  his  turn  oil 

ceived,  or  as  the  charge  exprefTes  to   take,   fink,    burn  and   deftroy 

it,  in   an   un -officer- like  manner,  the    enemy's    (hips    wherever   he 

But  my  reafons  for  preferring  any  meets  them.      Sir   Hugh.  Pallifer 

one  flepto  another,  fland  upon  dif-  makes  fome  charge  on  this   head, 

fere r.t  grounds;  all  that  he  charges  with    as    little   truth,    reafon,    or 

as  negligence  was  the  effect  of  de-  juftice,  as  en  any  of  the  others, 

liberation    and    choice  :    and   this  He  fhall  have  a  proper  anfwer  in 

makes  it  neceffkry  for  me  to  ex-  its  proper  place;  that  is,  when  I 

plain,  as  fully  as  J  think  it  right  come    to    the    articles.      But    in 

to  do,  the  ideas  I  acted  upon.  juitice  to  the  principles,  which  di- 

I  am  not  to  be  confidered  in  the  rected  me  in  my  comnrand,  I  mud 

light  in  which  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  beg  leave  to  tell  you,  that  I  mould 

feems  toconfider  me,  merely  as  an  think  my felf  perfectly  in  the  right, 

officer  with  a  limited  commiffion,  if  I  pofiponed  or  totally  omitted 

confined  to  a  fpecial  military  ope-  that  deftruction  of  fliips  in  one,  in 

ration,  to  be  conducted  upon  cer-  two,  or  in  twenty  initances,  if  the 

tain    military   rules,    with  an  eye  purfuit  of  that  object  feerned  to  me 

towards  a  court  martial,   for  my  detrimental  to  matters  of  more  im- 

acquittal  or  condemnation  as  I  ad-  portance,  otherwife  it  would  be  a 

hered  Co  thofe  rules,    or  departed  crin\e  for  a  commander  entrufted 

from  them.     My  commiffion  was  with  the  defence  of  the  kingdom, 

of  a  very  different  fort,     I  was  en-  to  have  any  plan,  choice,  or  forer 

trulted   with    ample    difcretionary  fight  in  his  operations  ;  I  ought  to 

powers  for  the  immediate  defence  conduct  myfelf,  and  I  hope  I  did, 

pf  the  kingdom,     I  was  placed,  in  in  each  particular,  by  my  judg- 

fome  fort,  in  a  political  as  well  as  ment  of  its  probable  effect  on  the 

a  military  fituation;  and  though,  iffue  of  the  whole. naval  campaign, 

at  mj  own  defire,  for  the  purpbfes  to  which  $11  my  anions  ought  to 

have 
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have  a  relation.  Without  attend-  ders  to  know  whether  I  would  unk- 
ing to  that  relation,  fome  parti-  dertake  the  command.  1  faid 
culars  of  my  conduit  on  the  27th  that  I  was  ready  to  attend  and 
and  28th  of  July,  cannot  appear  give  my  anfwer  in  perfon  to  the 
in  the  light  which  I  imagine  they  King. 

are   fairly  intitled  to;    and  fome  Being  admitted  into  the  clofet,  I 

circumftances    of    my    lenity    to-  gave  fuch  an  one  as  feemed  fatis- 

wardo  Sir  Hugh  Pal  lifer,  will  in-  factory  to  his  Majefty;  and  haV- 

cur  acenfure  they  do  not  defe$ve.  ing  delivered   my  opinions   with 

I  have  reflected  again  and  again  opennefs,  I  ended  with  a  declara- 
on  chat  bufinefs ;  and  if  I  were  to  tion  of  my  willingnefs  to  ferve 
be  once  more  in  that  fituation,I  am  him,  in  the  defence  of  this  coon* 
perfuaded  that  J  mould  act  in  all  try  and  its  commerce,  whenever  I 
re  (pedis  very  much  in  the  fame'  mould  be  honoured  with  his  coin- 
manner.  I  have  done  my  beft  and  mands,  and  as  long  as  my  health 
utmoft;  not  merely  to  comply  with  permitted. 

an    article  yf  war   (I   mould  be  The  appearance  on  the  part  of 

afhamed  that  fuch  a  thing,  at  fuch  foreign  powers  not  continuing  (I 

a  time,   could   have  engaged  my  fuppofe,)  to  give  fo  much  alarm, 

thoughts)  but  to  defend  the  king-  1  heard  no  more  of  the  command 

dom;  and  I  have  reafon  to  thank  from    November,    1776,    to   Fe- 

God,  that  whatever  obftructions  I  bruary  or  March,  1778.     At  tha£ 

met  with  in  fervice,  or  whatever  time  J  had  hints  conveyed  to  me 

flan  ders  and  accufations  have  fol-  that  I  might  foon  be  wanted.    I 

lowed   me  afterwards,    the  king-  was  as  ready  to  obey  the  King  as 

dom  has  been  defended.  I  had  been  fixteen  months  before; 

My  capacity  may  be  unequal  to  and  when  required  to  ferve,  I  had 
the  truft  which  was  placed  in  me.  two  or  three  audiences  of  his  Ma- 
It  is  certainly  very  unequal  to  the  jelly  before  I  left  London  finally 
warm  wifhes  I  have  ever  felt  for  to  hoift  my  flag.  I  mud  remark, 
the  fervice  of  my  country.  There-  that  I  took  the  freedom  to  exprefs 
fore  if  I  had  intrigued  or  fol i cited  to  his  Majefty,  that  I  ferved  in 
the  command,  or  if  I  had  bargain-  obedience  to  it's  commands;  that 
ed  for  any  advantage  on  'accept-  I  was  unacquainted  with  his  Mint- 
ing it,  I  might  be  blamed  for  my  Iters,  as  Minifters ;  '  and  that  I 
prefumprion.  But  it  came  to  me  took  the  command  as  it  was,  with* 
intirely  unfought,  and  on  accept-  out  making  any  difficulty,  and 
ing  it,  I  neither  complained  of  without  afking  a  fingle  favour; 
any  former  neglect,  nor  flipulated  trufting  to  his  Majefty's  good  in- 
for  any  future  gratification.  tendons,  and  his  gracious  fupport 

It  is  upwards  of  two  years  ago,  and  protection. 

that  is,  in  November,  1776,  that  I  Circumftanced  as  I  was,  I  conld 

received  a  meflage  from  Lord  Sand-  have  no  finifter  and  no  ambitious 

wich,  brought  to  me  by  Sir  Hugh  views  in  my  obedience.  I  rifqueda 

Paliifer,    that   the   appearance  of  great  deal,  and  I  expected  nothing, 

foreign   powers   in    our  difputes,  Many  things  difpofed  me  rather  to 

might  require   a  fleet  at  home ;  feek  my  eafe  than  any  new  em- 

and  that  he  had  his  Majefty 's  or-  ploy m en t,  and  gave  me  a  very 
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natural  reluctance  to  pj:  a  tr.ua- 
tlon  fo  dirikult  to  mend,  to  mv 
new  hazard. 

Tha:  hazard,  geo;lenacn,  u  very 
great  to  a  chl*r  commander  who 
is  no;  well  fu^porced  a:  home;  the 
grea&r  the  command,  a  ad  the 
larger  the  diicretion,  the  xaore  lia- 
ble the  commander  is,  in  the 
coarle  of  fervice,  to  hafty,  igno- 
rant, envious,  or  mutinous  ob- 
jections to  his  conduct ;  and  if  he 
has  not  a  candid,  an  equitable  ac- 
ceptance of  his  endeavours  at  home, 
Kb  reputation  may  be  ruined,  his 
fuccefles  will  be  depreciated,  and 
bis  misfortunes,  if  fuch  would  be- 
fal  him,  will  be  turned  into  crimes. 
But  the  nation  was  reprefented  to 
me,  by  thofe  who  ought  be  ft  to 
know  its  condition,  as  not  in  a 
very  fecure  ftate.  Although  my 
forty  years  endeavours  were  not 
marked  by  the  pofleffion  of  any 
one  favour  from  the  crown  (except 
that  of  its  confidence  in  time  of 
danger)  I  could  not  think  it  right 
to  decline  the  fervice  of  my  coun- 
try. 

I  thought  it  expedient  to  lay  be- 
fore you  a  true  ftate  of  the  circum- 
ftances  under  which  I  took  the 
command,  that  you  might  fee, 
that  if  I  am  that  incapable  and 
negligent  officer  which  this  charge 
represents  me,  I  did  not  intrude 
myfelf  into  command ;  that  I  was 
called  to  it  by  the  exprefs  orders 
of  my  Sovereign ;  that  thefe  orders 
were  conveyed  to  me  by  his  chief 
Minifler  of  the  marine.,  with  great 
feeming  concurrence  and  approba- 
tion ;  that  the  mcflenger  (who  alfo 
appeared  to  be  perfectly  pleafed 
with  his  errand)  was  no  other  than 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  my  accufer; 
who  ought  to  have  heen  a  judge  of 
my  ability  from  a  very  long  ac- 
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quaintaace;  and  that  laftly,  this 
was  no  matter  of  farprize  and  hur- 
ry ;  ucce  :hey  had  nxteen  months 
tixe  to  coaader  and  canvafs  my 
tT:aef>  for  a  great  difcretionary 
truit,  before  they  placed  it  in  my 
hands. 

If  I  gave  no  juft  canfe  of  doubt 
about  my  real  character  before  my 
appointment,  I  gave  as  little  caufe 
of  u neai ne is  afterwards.  From  the 
moment  of  my  taking  the  com- 
mand, I  laid  down  to  myfelf  one 
rule,  which  in  my  opinion,  where 
there  are  honett  intentions  on  all 
fides,  does  more  to  enfure  fuccefs 
to  fervice,  than  almoft  any  other 
that  can  be  conceived";  which  was, 
"  /•  make  the  befi  of  every  thing." 
The  whole  fleet  will  bear  me  wit- 
nefs,  that  it  was  not  my  cuftom  to 
complain,  though  it  is  generally 
thought  good  policy  to  be  very  ex- 
ad  by  way  of  precaution.  If  any 
thing  was  defective,  I  ftated  it  in 
confidence,  and  with  good  humour, 
to  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
I  received  my  fupplies  with  ac- 
knowledgment ;  what  could  not  be 
helped,  I  concealed;  I  made  no 
noife ;  nor  encouraged,  much  lefs 
excited  any  murmurings  in  or  out 
of  the  fleet. 

I  correfponded  with  the  noble 
earl  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty ; 
and  I  did  every  thing  with  re- 
ference to  him  exactly  in  the  fame 
way  as  if  my  beft  and  deareft 
friends  were  in  that  department* 
Having  none  but  the  plaineft  in* 
tendons,  I  was  much  more  willing 
to  take  any  blame  upon  myfelf, 
than  lay  it  upon  thofe  who  fent  me 
out,  or  on  thofe  who  ferved  under 
me ;  I  was  open  and  unguarded  ; 
in  general  I  ftudied  my  language 
very  little,  becaufe  I  little  fufpelU 
ed#  that,  traps  would  be  laid  for  me 

in 
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fhal)  are  frefh  in  your  memories 
I  undertook  the  affair  at  my  owa 
rifqae.  War  had  not  been  <to» 
dared,  nor  even  reprifals  ordered. 
My  fituation  was  fingular  $  I. 
might  be  difavowed,  and  a  war 
with  France  laid  to  the  account 
of  my  rafhnefs.  There  was  riot 
wanting  fome  difcourfe  of  that, 
tendency,  among  people  whole 
opinions  are  of  moment. 

I  reprefented  what  I  had  donet' 
and  to  this  hour  I  have  not  receiv- 
ed one  fyllable  of  direft  or  official 
approbation  of  my  conduct 

1  found  however  that  the  takiag 
of  the  mips  was  important  to  tfie 
ftate ;  the  papers  I  found  in  them*  > 
and  the  intelligence  I  received  bf 
that  means,  filled  me  with  the 
moft  ferious  apprehenfions.  I  wat 
on  the  enemy's  coaft  with*  twenty 
fail  of  the  line ;  there  were  thirtf 
two  in  Breft  road  and  Breft  water, 
and  frigates  more  than  treble  tof 
number. 

My  orders  to  fail  with  twenty 
(hips  could  not  have  been  upon  * 
fuppofition  of  my  having  to  deal 
with  a  fuperior  force. 

I  know  what  can  be  done  by 
Englifti  officers  and  Englifh  iea* 
men,  and  I  trull  to  it  as  much  aa 
any  man.  I  would  not  be  difcou- 
raged  by  fome  fuperiority  agaiaf; 
me  in  (hips,  men  and  metal,  but 
I  have  never  had  the  folly  to  de- 
fpife  my  enemy.  I  faw  that  to 
engagement,  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances  of  decided  fuperiority  on 
the  part  of  France,  would  hazard 
the  very  being  of  this  kingdom* 
If  our  fleet  mould  be  deftroyed,  it 
was  evident  that  the  French  muffc 
become  mailers  of  the  fea,  for 
that  campaign  at  leaft;  whether 
we  -could  ever  repair  the  lofs  is  not 
very  clear  to  me4  when  I  confide* 

the 


in  my  expreffions,  when  my  actions 
were  above  reproach. 

I  very  foon  found  how  neceflary 
it  was  for  one  in  my  fituation  to 
be  well  fupported  by  office.  On 
my  firft  going  to  Portfmouth, 
which  was  in  March  laft,  I  was 
made  to  believe,  that  I  mould  fee 
a  ftrong  and  well-appointed  fleet 
ready  for  fea.  An  opinion  of  that 
kind  was  circulated  very  generally. 
There  were  not  more  than  fix 
fhips  of  the  line  afiembled  and  in 
any  condition  to  go  upon  fervice ; 
of  them,  all  I  (hall  lay  is,  that 
on  reviewing  them  with  a  feaman's 
eye,  they  gave  me  no  pleafure. 
Whilfr.  I  continued  at  Portfmouth, 
I  believe  four  or  five  more  arrived. 
I  returned  to  town  without  mak- 
ing any  noife.  I  reprefented  ami- 
cably this  ftate  of  things.  I  was 
told  that  the  fhips  were  collecting 
from  other  parts,  and  from  fea; 
and  I  mud  fay,  that  from  that 
time  forward,  great  diligence  was 
ufed  ;  as  much,  I  believe,  as  was 
poffible.  If  there  had  not,  we 
never  could  have  failed,  even  with 
the  force  we  went  out  with. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  June,  I  fet 
fail  from  St.  Helens  with  twenty 
mips  of  the  line;  well  enough 
equipped  ;  that  is,  neither  of  the 
bed  nor  the  word  I  had  feen.  I 
was  hardly  on  my  ftation,  when  a 
new  occafion  occurred,  to  fhew 
me,  how  much  a  commander,  en- 
trufted  as  I  was,  muft  take  upon 
himfelf ;  how  much  he  muft  ven- 
ture on  his  own  difcretion,  and 
how  neceflary  it  is  for  him  to  have 
a  proper  fupport.  The  circu  al- 
liances of  my  falling  in  with  the 
French  frigates,  Pallas  and  Li- 
come,  and  of  the  chace  and  the 
engagement  with  the  Belle  Poule, 
(fo  honourable  to  Captain  Afar- 
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the  ftate  of  our  naval  (lores  at  that 
time,  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
a  fupply,  as  long  as  the  French 
fhould  continue  fupenor  in  the 
channel. 

It  is  impoffible  to  fay  to  what 
fuch  a  calamity  might  not  lead: 
I  was  filled  with  the  deepeft  me- 
lancholy I  ever  felt  in  my  life.  J 
found  myfelf  obliged  to  turn  my 
back  on  France,  but  I  took  my 
reiolution.  I  again  rifqued  myfelf 
on  my  own  opinion.  I  quitted 
my  ftation  ;  my  courage  was  never 
put  to  fuch  a  trial  as  in  that  re- 
treat ;  but  my  firm  perjuafion  is,  that 
the  country  tvas/wved  by  it,  Thofe 
in  power,  who  muft  have  under- 
ftood  the  ftate  of  the  fleet,  and 
of  the  kingdom,  were  the  beft 
able  to  difcern  the  propriety  of 
my  conduit.  But  I  was  permit- 
ted to  go  out  again  in  the  fame 
important  command,  very  unwor- 
thy of  the  truft  if  I  had  done 
amifs :  very  defcrving  of  commen- 
dation and  thanks,  if  at  my  own 
riique  I  had  preferved  tha  country 
from  no  flight  danger;  one  or 
other  of  thefe  was  certainly  the 
cafe  ;  but  the  fadl  is,  that  I  was 
continued  in  the  command,  but 
did  not  then  receive,  nor  have  I 
yet  received,  any  more  than  I 
had  on  the  former  occafion  of  tak- 
ing the  French  fhips,  one  word  of 
official  approbation. 

All  thefe  difcouraging  circum- 
ftances  did  not  abate  the  zeal  1  felt 
for  the  fafety  of  my  country,  or 
difguft  me  with  its  fervice,  or  dif- 
turb  my  temper.  On  my  return 
to  Porcfmouth  I  made  no  com- 
plaint ;  I  did  every  thing  to  ftifle 
difcontent  and  to  get  forward  for 
fea  again,  without  divulging  the 
true  lituation  of  affairs,  although 
I   found  myfelf  in    publication*. 


which*  are  confidered  as  counte- 
nanced by  authority,  moft  £rofly 
abufed,  and  threatened  with  the 
fate  of  Admiral  Byng. 

I  had  returned  to  Portsmouth 
on  the  27th  of  June,  and  on  the 
ninth  of  July,  fiuding  my  fleet 
made  up  to  twenty-four  fhips  of 
the  line  of  battle,  with  four  fri- 
gates and  two  fire  (hips,  I  failed 
again  in  obedience  to  my  inftruc- 
tions,  tru fling  to  fuch  reinforce- 
ment as  I  was  given  to  expe& 
would  join  me  at  Plymouth,  off 
the  Lizard,  and  at  fea  :  by  feveral 
reinforcements  of  fhips,  manned 
as  the  exigency  would  permit,  the 
fleet  was  made  up  to  thirty  fail  of 
the  line.  After  this,  although  I 
was  much  fhort  of  a  proportion- 
able number  of  frigates,  and  muft 
naturally  be  fubjeft  to  many  in- 
conveniencies  from  that  want,  I 
had,  on  the  whole,  no  juft  caufe 
for  uneafmefs.  The  greatefl  part 
of  the  fhips  were  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  well  appointed ;  and 
where  any  thing  was  wanting,  the 
zeal  of  the  commanders  abundantly 
fupplied  it. 

The  appearance  of  the  French 
fleet  confirmed  the  ideas  upon 
which  I  had  returned  to  Portf- 
mouth  ;  for  on  the  8th  of  July, 
*the  day  before  I  left  St.  Helen's, 
they  failed  out  of  Breft  thirty- two 
fail  of  the  line.  On  the  23d  the 
fleets  of  the  two  nations  firft  came 
in  fight  of  each  other.  I  believe 
the  French  Admiral  found  me 
much  ftronger  than  he  expected ; 
and  from  thence  he  all  along 
fhewed,  as  I  conceived,  a  manifeit 
difinclination  to  come  to  an  en- 
gagement. I  do  not  fay  this  as 
meaning  to  call  his  courage  in 
queftion,  very  far  from  it ;  I  am 
certain  that  he  is  a  man  of  great 

brayery  1 
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bravery  ;  but  he  might  have  many 
very  reafonable  motives  for  avoid- 
ing a  decifive  action. 

Many  objects  of  the  French, 
i and  thofe  very  important,  might 
be  obtained  without  a  battle.  On 
my  part  I  had  every  motive  which 
could  make  me  earneft  to  bring  it 
on,  and  I  was  refolved  to  do  fo 
whenever  and  by  whatever  means 
I  could. 

I  fhould  be  criminal  indeed  if  I 
had  not,  for  I  had  every  motive 
for  defiring  to  prefs  on  an  action  ; 
the  greateft  body  of  the  Britifh 
trade  was  then  on  its  return  home. 
Two  Eait-India  and  two  Weft- In- 
dia fleets  of  immenfe  value  were 
hourly  expected  ;  from  the  courfe 
it  was  probable  they  would  hold, 
and  from  the  fituation  of  the 
French  fleet,  they  might  be  taken 
in  my  light  without  a  poffibility  of 
my  preventing  it.  Befides  tnis,  I 
know  that  two  fleets,  where  one 
of  them  chufes  to  decline  battle, 
may  be  for  a  long  time  near  one 
.another,  without  any  means  of 
bringing  on  an  engagement. 

I  cannot  be  certain  whether  the 
account  I  have  read  be  quite  ex- 
act :  but  it  fhould  appear  by  that 
account,  that  in  King  William's 
reign  Admiral  Ruflei  continued 
for  two  months  almoft  in  the  daily 
view  of  the  French  fleet  without 
having  it  in  his  power  to  fight 
them  :  I  do  not  think  the  thing  at 
all  impoflible. 

I  had  alfo  other  reafons  for  the 
greateft  anxiety  to  bring  on  an  en- 
gagement upon  any  terms  that  I 
could  obtain  it. 

Thefe  reafons  are  weighty  ;  and 
they  are  founded  in  my  inftruc- 
tions.  I  gave  notice  to  the  Ad- 
miralty, that  I  might  find  it  ufeful 
to  my   defence  to  produce  thofe 
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inftructions  on  my  trial.  They 
communicated  to  me  his  Majefty*t 
pleafure  thereupon,  and  informed 
me,  that  they  could  not  confeat 
that  my  inductions  fhould  be  laid 
before  my  council,  or  be  produced 
at  the  court  martial.  I  was  mock 
furprized  at  this  anfwer,  as  I  con- 
ceived that  thofe  who  were  mack, 
better  judges  than- 1  could  be  of 
what  was  matter  of  ftate,  could 
never  have  thought  of  putting  me 
in  a  fituation  which  might  compel 
me,  in  my  defence,  to  produce 
the  inftructions  under  which  I  a&» 
ed,  when  at  the  fame  time  they 
meant  to  refufe  me  the  fair  and 
natural  means  of  my  j unification. 
It  is  my  undoubted  right,  if  I 
think  proper,  to  avail  myfelf  of 
them.  On  former  trials  they  have  . 
been  generally  fent  down  with' the 
accufation,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
Admiral  might  be  compared  with 
his  inftructions.  But  leaving  the 
Admiralty  to  reflect  on  the  pro* 
priety  of  their  conduct,  it  is  my 
part  to  take  care  of  my  own.  I 
have  always  been  willing  to  run 
any  hazard  for  the  benefit  of  the 
ftate.  I  fhall  not  produce  thofe 
in  ft  ructions ;  I  have  not  even  fhew- 
ed  them  to  my  council,  nor  cdntr 
municated  their  contents.  But  my 
declining  to  make  ufe  of  my  own 
rights  cannot,  in  a  like  cafe  here- 
after, affect  the  right  of  any  other 
man. 

The  world  will  judge  of  the 
wifdom  and  equity  of  ordering 
trials  under  fuch  circumftance*. 

On-  the  27th  of  July,  I  came  to 
an  action  with  the  French :  they 
were  beaten,  and  obliged  to  retire 
into  their  own  port.  No  one  can 
doubt  but  a  commander  in  chief, 
who  is  to  reap  the  principal  (hare 
of  the  glory,  will  be  earneft  tp 

have 
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have  his  victory  as  com  pleat  as 
po&ble.  Mine  did  not  anfwer  to 
my  wifhes,  nor  to  my  juft  expec- 
tations. I  was  fully  refolved  to 
renew  the  engagement :  why  •  it 
was  not  renewed,  will  appear  when 
I  come  to  the  particulars  of  the 
charge. 

As  to  my  conduit  after  the  en- 
gagement, I  might  have  pnrfaed 
a  fruitlefs  and  a  mod  hazardous 
chace  of  fome  few  (hips  (I  know 
not  to  this  hour  with  certainty 
what  they  were,  nor  does  my  ac- 
cufer):  if  I  had  had  my  mind  filled 
with  notions  unworthy  of  my  Ra- 
tion I  might  eafily  have  paraded 
whh  my  mattered  fleet  off  the  har- 
bour of  B  re  ft.  I  chofe  rather  to 
return  to  Plymouth  with  all  expe- 
dition, to  put  myfelf  once  more  in 
a  condition  to  meet  the  enemy, 
and  defend  the  kingdom.  But  on 
my  return  I  took  care  to  leave 
two  men  of  war  of  the  line  on  a 
crnize  to  protect  the  trade.  By 
the  vigilance  of  the  commanders, 
and  the  happy  effect  of  the  late 
advantage,  the  expected  fleets  all 
came  in  fafe. 

At  Plymouth  I  loft  no  time,  and 
omitted  no  means  of  putting  my- 
felf in  a  Hate  fit  for  action.  I  did 
every  thing  to  promote  an  unani- 
mous exertion  ;  and  I  found  my 
endeavours  well  feconded  by  all 
the  admirals  and  captains  of  the 
fleet.  This  benefit  I  acquired,  by 
avoiding  a  retrofpect  into  the  con- 
dud  of  the  Vice-admiral  of  the 
blue ;  for  if  I  had  inftituted  an 
inquiry  or  trial,  it  would  have 
iufpended  the  operations  of  the 
whole  fleet,  and  would  have  fuf- 
pended  them  in  the  midft  of  the 
campaign,  when  every  moment 
was  precious,  and  the  exertion  of 
every  officer  neceflary.    The  delay 


which  the  prefect  court- martial 
has  occafioned  to  the  fervice,  even 
at  this  time,  is  evident  to  all  the 
world.  How  much  more  mifchie- 
vous  would  it  have  been  at  that 
period  ?  I  was  fenfible  of  it,  or 
rather,  to  fpeak  more  correctly, 
my  mind  was  fo  fully  taken  up 
with  carrying  on  the  great  fervice 
which  was  entrufted  to  my  care, 
that  I  could  not  admit  the  thought 
of  mif-fpending  my  own  time,  and 
wailing  the  flower  of  the  Britifh 
navy,  in  attending  on  a  court- 
martial. 

My  letter  to  the  Admiralty  was 
written  in  the  fpirit  which  directed 
my  conduct  at  Plymouth.  All 
my  letters  were  written  with  the 
fame  fpirit.  My  letter  publifhed 
in  the  Gazette  has  been  brought 
before  this  Court,  for  the  purpofe 
of  convicting  me  of  crimes,  by 
the  perfon  whofe  faults  it  was  in- 
tended to  cover.  He  has  attempt- 
ed, very  irregularly  yi  my  opinion, 
to  call  upon  witnefles  for  their 
con  fir  uct  ion  of  my  writing.  No 
one  has  a  right  to  explain 'my 
meaning,  where  it  may  be  doubt- 
ful, but  myfelf;  and  it  is  you, 
Gentlemen,  who  are  to  judge 
whether  my  explanation  is  fair. 

That  letter  (as  far  as  it  goes) 
is  an  account  of  the  action  ftrictly 
true.  It  is  indeed  very  fhort,  and 
very  general,  but  it  goes  as  far  as ' 
I  intended  it  mould.  It  commends 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  ;  it  does  what  I 
meant  to  do. 

I  meant  to  commend  his  bravery 
(or  what  appeared  to  me  as  fuch) 
in  the  engagement.  As  he  flood 
high  in  command,  to  pafs  ever 
one  in  his  flation,  would  be  to 
mark  him.  It  would  have  con- 
veyed the  cenfure  I  wifhed  for  fuch 
good  reafons  to  avoid,  and  I  fhould 

have 
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have  defeated  the  one  great  objed 
I  had  in  view,  the  defence  of  the 
nation.  In  that  letter  I  expreffed 
alfo  my  hopes  of  bringing  the 
French  fleet  to  action  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

I  had  fuch  hopes ;  and  my  ac- 
cufer,  even  in  the  fecond  edition 
of  his  log-book,  mews  that  I  'was 
not  wholly  ungrounded  in  my  e£~ 
Deflations,  fince  he  has  recorded 
nimfelf  as  of  the  fame  opinion. 


that  until  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  him- 
ielf  had  brought  out  to  this  Court 
air  the  particulars,  I  attributed 
much  more  to  his  misfortune,  or 
miftake,  than  I  now  find  myfelf 
authorised  to  do ;  nor  did  I  think 
his  conduit  half  fo  exceptionable 
as  he  himfelf  has  proved  it. 

After  the  engagement,  he  never 

thought  fit  to  explain  to  me  tfcq 

reafons  of  his  not  bearing  doma 

into  my  wake,  to  enable  me  to 

I  faid,  that  I  did  not  interrupt  the    renew  the  action,  and  /  did  not- 

French  fleet  that  evening  in  the    think  fit  to  enquire  into  them. 


formation  of  their  line.  I  fhall 
fhew  you  by  evidence  {if  it  mould 
not  have  already  fully  appeared) 
that  I  was  not  able  to  do  it,  and 
that  any  random  firing  from  me 
under  my  circumftances  would 
have  been  vain  againft  the  enemy, 
and  a  difgraceful  trifling  with  re- 
gard to  myfelf. 

Vou  have  feen  my  expreffions, 
and  fuch  is  their  meaning  with  re- 
gard to  both  the  French  and  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer,  fo  far  as  they  ap- 
plied to  the  particular  times  to 
which    they    Severally    belonged. 


I  apprehend. that  a  power  of  paf* 
fiqg  over  faults  or  miftakes  in  fav 
vke,  (into  which  the  very  beft  o£> 
ficjers  may  be  furprized)  to  be 
fojnetimes  as  neceflary,  if  not  to 
difcipline,  yet  to  the  end  of  all 
^lfcipline,  the  good  of  the  Service, 
as  any  punifhment  of  them  can 
poffibly  be  :  and  one  of  the  ill  ef- 
fects of  this  profecution  will  be, 
I  fear,  to  terrify  a  commander  in 
chief  out  of  one  of  the  moft  vain* 
able  parts  of  his  difcretion.  * 

By  ufing  the  difcretion  which  I 
thought  was  in  me,  I  preferred 


But  there  was  an  intermediate  time  concord  in  the  fleet,  promptitude 

with   regard   to   both,   of  which,  in  the  fervice,  and  dignity  to  the 

when  I  wrote  my  letter,  I  gave  no  country.      In    my  opinion,    any 

account.     I  intended  to  conceal  complaint  of  fuch  a   magnitude 

it.     I  do  not  conceive  that  a  com-  would  have  produced  infinite  mif- 


mander  in  chief  is  bound  to  dif- 
clofe  to  all  Europe,  in  the  mid  ft 
of  a  critical  fervice,  the  real  ftate 
of  his  fleet,  or  his  opinion  of  any 
of  his  officers. 

He  is  not,  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances, bound  to  accufe  a  Britifh 
admiral.  To  me,  fuch  an  accus- 
ation, under  aim  oft  any  circum- 
ftances,  is  a  very  ferious*  matter ; 
whilft  a  poffibility  of  an  excufe  for 
an  officer  remains  in  my  mind,  I 
am  in  my  difpofition  ready  to  lay 
hold  of  it ;  and  I  confefs  to  you, 


chiefs. 

Nobody  can  imagine,  that  in 
that  moment,  an  accuiation  of  a 
Vice-admiral,  who  was  befides  a 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  could  be 
undertaken  without  a  capital  de- 
triment to  our  naval  operations, 
and  even  to  the  quiet  of  the  pub* 
lie. 

My  letter  was  written  folely 
upon  the  principles  which  I  have 
now  honefily  and  faithfully  laid 
before  you,  and  which  I  fubmit  to 
your  judgment.    If  1  have  been 

more 
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more  indulgent  than  was  wife,  the 
public  has  had  the  benefit,  and  all 
the  trouble  and  inconvenience  of 
my  indifcretion  has  fallen  upon 
myfelf.  I  never  had  a  more 
troublefome  talk  of  the  fort  than 
in  penning  that  letter,  and  it  has 
ill  anftvered  my  pains. 

If  I  have  not  (hewn  myfelf  able 
at  concealment,  it  is  a  fault  for 
•  which  I  hope  I  (hall  not  lofe  much 
credit  with  this  court  martial.  I 
fhall  not  be  very  uneafy  if  I  have 
been  thought  to  have  wrote  a  bad 
letter,  if  I  fhall  be  found,  as  I  tnjft 
I  fhall  be  found,  to  have  done  my 
duty  in  fighting  the' enemy. 

The  intrufion  of  my  letter  into 
the  trial,  has  made  it  neceffary 
for  me  to  explain  it.  I  now  pro- 
ceed with  the  account  of  my  con* 
duft. 

I  got  ready  for  fea  again,  with 
my  ufual  temper  and  difpofnion 
to  accommodate ;  after  this  I  kept 
the  fea  as  long  as  I  could.  The 
French  fleet  carefully  avoided  my 
flation.  I  could  obtain  no  diftindt 
intelligence  of  them,  though  I 
omitted  no  means  to  procure  it. 

In  confequence  of  this,  their  de- 
fertion  of  the  feas,  their  trade  fell 
into  the  hands  of  our  privateers, 
to  a  number  and  value  that  I  be- 
lieve was  never  equalled  in  the 
fame  fpace  of  time.  His  Majefty 
was  pleafed  to  fpeak  of  it  in  his 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  and  to  at- 
tribute it  to  the  good  conduct  of 
fome  of  his  officers. 

When  I  confidered  this ;  when 
I  confidered  the  direct  approbation 
of  my  conduct,  and  the  circum- 
ftances  which  attended  my  ap- 
pointment, it  was  with  difficulty 
I  perfuaded  myfelf  that  I  was 
awake,  when  I  found  that  I  was 


GISTER,   1^79. 

treated  as  a  criminal,  and  ordered, 
without  the  leaft  ceremony,  oi* 
previous  enquiry,  to  be  tried  by 
a  court  martial,  on  the  accufation 
of  my  officer,  my  old  friend,  one 
over  whofe  faults  I  had  fo  lately 
caft  a  veil  ;  the  very  perfbn  who 
was  a  mefTenger  and  congratulator* 
of  my  original  appointment.  I 
acknowledge  it  was  for  fome  time 
before  I  could  fufficiently  mailer 
my  indignation,  and  compofe  my- 
felf to  that  equality  of  temper  with 
which  I  came  hither,  and  with 
which  I  have  heard  fuch  fhocking 
and  reproachful  matter  and  words 
read  to  my  face,  in  the  place  of 
fupport  I  was  made  to  look  for. 
I  feel  very  much  inward  peace  at 
prefent ;  and  the  event  I  confidei* 
with  much  lefs  concern  for  myfelf, 
than  for.  the  fervice.  Your  judg- 
ment, I  am  fully  perfuaded,  will 
be  wife  and  well  weighed,  and 
fuch  as  will  be  of  credit  to  your- 
felves,  and  of  advantage  and  en- 
couragement to  that  part  of  the 
military  which  is  mod  interefting 
to  this  kingdom.  On  my  part,  I 
trufl  I  fhall  intitle  myfelf  not  only 
to  an  acquital,  but  to  an  honour- 
able reparation  at  your  hands,  for 
the  malicious  calumnies  contained 
in  the  charge  againft  me. 

Thus  much  I  have  faid  as  to  the 
general  matter  which  has  arifen  en 
the  trial,  and  the  circumitances 
by  which  that  trial  has  been 
brought  on,  as  well  as  to  the  mo* 
tives  and  principles  which  regu- 
lated the  difcretion  that  I  conceive 
was  in  me.  If  thefe  motives  were 
probable,  and  likely  to  be  real,  I 
cannot  be  guilty  of  the  criminal 
negligence  and  want  of  knowledge 
in  my  profeiHon,  with  which  I 
Hand  charged.     As  to  the  charges 

themfelves, 
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themfelves,  let  the  firft  article  be     getting  into  action  at  all,  others 
read  again,  and  I  will  anfwer  to     were  not  near  enough  to  the  ene* 


it. 


mv ;   and  fome,  from  the  confu- 
fion,  fired  into  others  of  the  King's 


Judge  Advocate.     Tirft  Article  of    (hips,  and  did  them  confiderable 
the  Charge.  damage  ;  and  the  vice-admiral  of 

the  blue  was  lefc  alone  to  engage 
THAT*  on  the  morning  of  the*    fingly  and  ur.fupported.    «In  thefc 
27th  of  July,  1778,  having  a  fleet,    in  (lances  the  faid  Admiral  Keppel 


of  thirty  (hips  of  the  line  undlr 
his  command,  and  being  then  in 
the  prefence  of  a  French  fleet  of 
the  like   number  of  (hips  of  the 
line  •    the   faid   admiral   did   not 
make   the    neceflary   preparations 
for  fight ;  did  not  put  his  fleet  in- 
to a  line  of  battle,  or  info  any  or- 
der proper  either  for  receiving  or 
attacking  an  enemy  of  fuch  force : 
but  on  the  contrary,  although  his 
fleet  was  already  difperfed  and  in 
diforder,  he,  by  making  the  fignal 
for  feveral  (hips  of  the  vice-admi- 
ral of  the  blue's  divifion  to  chace 
to  windward,  increafed  the  difor- 
der of  that  part  of  his  fleet,  and 
the  (hips  were  in  confequence  more 


negligently  performed    the   duty 
imposed  on  him. 

7%e  Admiral.  Mr.  Prefident,  to 
this  charge,  I  anfwer,  that  I  have 
never  understood,  preparations  For 
fight,  to  have  any  other  meaning 
in  the  language  and  undemand- 
ing of  feamen,  than  that  each  par* 
ticular  (hip  under  the  direction 
and  difcipline  of  her  own  officers, 
when  in  purfuit  of  an  enemp,  be  in 
every  refpeft  cleared  and  in  readi- 
ngs for  a&ion ;  the  contrary  of 
which,  no  admiral  of  a  fleet,  with- 
out reafonable  caufe,  will  pre* 
fume  ;  and  as  from  the  morning  of 
the  24th,  when  the  French  feet  had 


Scattered   than  they  had  been  be-    got  to  windward,  to  the  time  of  thf 
fore;  and  whilft  in  this  diforder,     acJion,  the  Britijh  fleet  was  in  «*- 


he   advanced   to   the  enemy,  and 
made  the  fignal  for  battle. 

That  the  above  conduct  was  the 
more  unaccountable,   as  the  ene- 
my's fleet  was   not   then  in  difor- 
der, nor  beaten,  nor  flying,    but 
furmed  in  a  regular  line  of  battle, 
on  that  tack  which  approached  the 
Britifli    fi^et,    (all    their    motions 
plainly  indicating  a  dcfign  to  give 
battle)   and  they  edged  down  and 
attacked  it  whilft  in  diforder.    By 
this  un-officer-likc  conduct,   a  ge- 
neral engagement  was  not  brought 
on,  but  the  other  flag-officers  and 
captains  were  left  to  engage  with- 
out   order     or     regularity,     from 
whence   great   confufion    enfued  ; 
fome  of  his  (hips  were  prevented 


remitting  purfuit  of  them,  it  is  ftili 
more  difficult  to  conceive,  that  any 
thing  more  is  meant  by  this 
charge,  than  what  is  immediately 
after  conveyed  by  the  charge  that 
follows  it,  namely, 

"  That  on  the  fame  morning 
of  the  27th,  I  did  not 
put  my  fleet  into  a  line 
of  battle,  or  into  any 
order,  proper  either  for 
receiving  or  attacking 
an  enemy  of  fuch  force." 

1 

By  this  feccmd  part  of  the 
charge,  I  feel  myfelf  attacked  in 
the  exercife  of  that  great  and  broad 
line  of  difcretion,  which  every  of- 
ficer commanding  either  fleets  or 

armies, 
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armies,  is  often  obliged,  both  in 
duty  and  confeience,  "to  exercife 
to  the  belt  of  his  judgment,  and 
which  depending  on  circum (lances 
and  fituations  infinitely  various, 
cannot  be  reduced  to  any  pofitive 
inle  of  difcipline  or  practice  ;  a 
difcretion  which  I  will  fubmit  to 
the  Court,  I  was  particularly  called 
upon  by  the  ftrongeft  and  belt, 
motives  to  exercife,  and  which, 
in  my  public  letter  to  the  Board 
of  Admiralty,  I  openly  avowed  to 
have  exercifed.  I  admit,  that  on 
the  morning  of  the  27th  of  July, 
I  did  not  put  my  fleet  into  a  line 
of  battle,  becaufe  I  had  it  not  in 
my  choice  to  do  fo,  confident  with 
the  certainty,  or  even  the  proba- 
bility ^  of  either  giving,  or  being 
given'battle;  and  becaufe,  if  I 
Bad  fcrupujoufly  adhered  to  that 
order,  in  which,  if  the  election 
had  been  mine,  I  mould  have 
cjiofen  to  have  received,  or  attack- 
ed a  willing  enemy,  I  (hould  have 
had  no  enemy  either  to  receive  or 
to  attack. 

I  fhall  therefore,  in  anfwer  to 
this  charge,  fubmit  to  the  Court 
my  reafons  for  determining  to 
bring  the  French  fleet  to  battle  at 
all  events  ;  and  fhall  fhew,  that 
any  other  order  than  that  in  which 
my  fleet  was  conducted,  from  my 
firft  feeing  them,  to  the  moment  of 
the  action,  was  incompatible  with 
fuch  determination. 

And  in  order  to  this,  I  muft 
call  the  attention  of  the  Court  to 
a  retrofpective  view  of  the*  motions 
of  the  two  fleets,  from  their  firft 
coming  in  fight  of  each  other. 

On  my  firft  difcovering  the 
French  fleet  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  23d  of  July,  I 
made  the  necefTary  fignals  for 
forming    my   fleet    in   the  order 


of  battle,  which  I  effected  towards 
the  evening,  when  I  brought  to* 
by  fignal,  and  lay  till  the  morn- 
ing, when  perceiving  that  the 
French  fleet  had  gained  the  wind 
during  the  night,  and  carried  a 
prefTed  fail  to  preferve  it,  I  dif- 
continued  the  fignal  for  the  line, 
and  made  the  general  fignal  to 
chace  to  windward,  in  hopes  that 
they  would  join  battle  with  me, 
rather  than  fufFer  two  of  their  ca- 
pital fhips  to  be  entirely  feparated 
from  them,  and  give  me  the 
chance  of  cutting  off  a  third, 
which  had  carried  away  a  top- 
maft  in  the  night,  and  which  but 
for  a  fhift  of  wind  I  muft  have 
taken.  In  this,  however,  I  was 
difappointed,  for  they  fuffered  two 
of  them  to  go  off  altogether,  and 
continued  to  make  every  ufe  of  the 
advantage  of  the  wind. 

This  afliduous  endeavour  of  the 
French  admiral  to  avoid  coming  to 
action,  which,  from  his  thus  hav- 
ing the  wind,  was  always  in  his 
option,  led  me  to  believe  he  ex- 
pected a  reinforcement  ;  a  reflec- 
tion which  would  alone  have  been 
fufHcient  to  determine  me  to  urge 
my  purfuit  in  as  .collected  a  body 
as  the  nature  of  fuch  a  purfuit 
would  admit  of,  without  the  delay 
of  the  line,  and  to  feize  the  firft 
opportunity  of  bringing  on  an  en- 
gagement. 

Bat  I  had  other  reafons  no  lefs 
urgent. 

If  by  obflinately  adhering  to  the 
line  of  battle,  I  had  fuffered,  as  I 
inevitably  muft,  the  French  fleet 
to  have  feparated  from  me ;  and 
if  by  fuch  reparation  the  Englilh 
convoys  from  the  Eaft  and  Weft- 
Indies,  which  I  have  already  ftated 
in  the  introduction  to  my  defence  to 
have  been  then  expected  home,  had 

been 
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Been  cut  off,. or  the  coaft  of  Eng-     which  obliged  the  fhips  of  his  di- 


land  been  infulted,  what  would 
have  been. my  fituation  ?  Sheltered 
under  the  forms  of  difcipline,  I 
perhaps  might  have  efcaped  punifh- 
ment,  but  I  could  not  have  efcap- 
ed cenfure;  I  mould  neither  have 
efcaped  the  contempt  of  my  fellow 
citizens,  nor  the  reproaches  of  my 
own  confeience. 

Moved  by  thefe  important  con- 
ficerations,  fupported  by  the  ex- 
amples of  Admiral  Ruflel,    and 
other    great    naval    commanders; 
who  in  fimilar  fkuations  had  ever 
made  Uriel  Order  give  way  to  rea- 
fo nable  enterprise,    and  particu- 
larly encouraged  by  the  remem- 
brance of  having  xnyfejf  ferved 
under  that  truly  great  officer  Ldrd 
Hawke,  when,  rejecting  all  rules 
and  forms,  he  grafped  at  victory 
by  an  irregular  attack;  I  deter- 
mined  not  to   lofe   fight   of    the 
French   fleet   by   being  outfailed 
from  preferving  the  line  of  battle* 
but  to  keep  my  fleet  as  well  col- 
lected as  I  could,  and  near  enough 
to  aflifl  and   act  with  each  other, 
in  cafe  a  change  of  wind  or  other 
favourable  circumftance  fhould  en- 
able me  to  force  the  enemy  to  ac- 
tion. 

Such  were  my  feelings  and  re-, 
folutions  when  the  day  broke  on 
the  morning  of  the  27  ch  of  July  ; 
at  which  time  the  fleet  under  my 
command  was  in  the  following 
pofition  :  Vice-admiral  Sir  Robert 
Harland  was  about  four  miles  dif- 


vifion  to  continue  under  an  eafy 
fail; 

The  French  fleet  was  as  much 
to  windward;  and  at  as  great  2 
diitance,  as  it  had  been  the  pre- 
ceding morning,  Handing  with  4 
freih  wind  clofe  hauled  on  the  lar- 
board tack,  to  all  appearance  •- 
voiding  me  with  the  feme  induflry 
as  ever. 

At  this  time;  therefore,  I  had 
no  greater  inducement  to  form  the, 
line  than  I  had  on  the  morning  of 
the  former  day ;  and  I  could  noc 
have  formed  it  without  greatly  in- 
creating  my  diftance  from  the 
French  fleet,  contrary  to  that  plaa 
of  operations  which  I  have  already 
fubmitted  to  the  judgrhent  of  the 
Court. 

The  Vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
next  charges, 

That  although  mt  fleet  wa# 
already  difperfed,  and  in 
diforder,"  T,  by  making 
the    fignal    for    feveral 
fhips  of  his  divifion  to 
chafe  to  windward,  in- 
creafed  the  diforder  of 
that  part  of  my  fleet; 
and  that  the  fli:ps  were 
in     conference     more 
fcattered  than  they  had 
been  before  ;  and  that; 
whilft  in  this  diforder,  I 
advanced  to  the  enemy; 
and  made  the  fignal  for 
"  battle."  . 

In  this  part  of  the  charge  ther^ 
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tant    on    the    Victory's     weather 

quarter  with  mod  of  the  fhips  of  is  a  ftudious  defign  to  miffead  the 

his   own   divifion,    and    fome    of  onderftanding,    and;   by   leaving 

thofe    belonging   to    the  centre  ;  out  times  and  intermediate  events* 


and  Vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Palli- 
fer  at  about  three  miles  diftance, 
a  point  before  the  lee  beam  of  the 
Victory,  with  his  mainfail  up, 
\ol.  XX1L 


to  make  the  tranfactions  of  half  a 
day  appear  but  as  one  moment. 

I:  is  indeed  impbflible  to  read  it 
without  being  pbfleffcd  with  t&3 
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idea,  that  at  half  pad  five  in  the 
morning,  when  I  made  the  fignal' 
for  fix  of  the  (hips  of  the  Vice- 
admiral  of  the   blue's  divificn  to 
chace  to  windward,  I  was  in  the 
immediate  profpcct  of  clofmg  with 
an   enemy  approaching  me    in   a 
regular  line,  and  all  their  notions 
plainly  indicating  a  defign  to  give 
battle  ;  inftead  of  which,  both  the 
fleets   were  then  on  the  larboard 
tack,  the  enemy's  fleet  near  three 
leagues   to  windward,    going   off 
ctofe  by  the  wind  with  a  prefled 
fail ;     my    teafon    therefore     for 
making  that   fignal  at  half  paft 
five,  was  to  colled  as  many  of  the 
(hips  to  windward  as  I  could,  in 
erder  to  ftrengthen  the  main  body 
of  the  fleet,   in  cafe  I  mould  be 
able  to  get  to  action,  and  to  fill  up 
the  interval   between  the  Victory 
and  the  Vice-admiral,  which  was 
occafioned  by  his  being  far  to  lee- 
ward ;    and  it  is   plain  that   the 
Vice-admiral   muft  have   himfelf 
nnderftood  the  object  of  the  fignal, 
fince  it  has  appeared  in  the  courfe 
of  the  evidence,  that  on  its  being 
made  the  Formidable  fet  her  main- 
fail,  and  let  the  reefs  out  of  her 
topfails :  and  indeed  the  only  rea- 
fon  why  it  was  not  originally  made 
for  the  whole  divifion  was,  that 
they  muft  have  then  chafed  as  a 
divifion,    which  would  have  re- 
tarded the  beft- going  mips,  by  an 
attendance  on  the  Vice-admiral. 

Things  were  in  this  fituation, 
when,  about  nine  o'clock,  the 
French  fleet  wore  and  flood  to  the 
fouthward  on  the  (larboard  tack  ; 
but  the  wind,  immediately  after 
they  were  about,  coming  more 
foutherly,  I  continued  to  ftand  on 
till  a  quarter  pail  ten,  at  which 
time  I  tacked  the  Britifh  fleet  to- 
gether by  fignal;  and  foon  after 


we  were  about,   the  wind  came 
fome  points  in  our  favour  to  the 
we  Award,  which  enabled  us  to  lie 
up  for  a  part  of  them  ;  but  in  a 
dark  fquall  that  almoft  immediate- 
ly came  on,  I  loft  fight  of  them 
for  above  half  an  hour ;  and  when 
it  cleared  away,  at  eleven  o'clock, 
I  difcovered  that  the  French  fleet 
had  changed  their  pofition,  and 
were  endeavouring  to  form  the  line 
on  the  larboard  tack,  which  find- 
ing they  could  not  effect  without 
coming  within  gun-fhot  of  the  van 
of  the  Britifh   fleet,    they  edged 
down  and  fired  on  my  headmoft 
(hips,  as  they  approached  them  on 
the  contrary  tack,    at  a  quarter 
after  eleven,  which  was  inftantly 
returned  ;    and  then,   and  not  till 
then,  1  made  the  fignal  for  battle— 
all  this  happened  in  about  half  an 
hour ;  and  muft  have  been  owing 
to  the  enemy's  falling  to  leeward 
in  performing  their  evolution  du- 
ring the  fquall,  which  we  could 
not  fee,  and  by  that  means  pro- 
duced this  fudden  and  unexpected 
opportunity  of  engaging;  them,  as 
they  were  near  three  leagues  a- 
head  of  me  when  the  fquall  came 
on. 

If,    therefore,   by  making  the 
fignal  for  the  line  of  battle  when 
the  van  of  my  fleet  was  thus  fud- 
denly  getting  within  reach  of  the 
enemy,  and  well  connected  with 
the  center,  as  my  accufer  himfelf 
has  admitted,  I  had  called  back 
the  Vice-admiral  of  the  red,  the 
French    fleet    might  either  have 
formed  their  line  complete,  and 
have  come  down    upon  my  fleet 
while  in  the  confufion  of  getting 
into  order  of  battle,   or  (what  I 
had  ftill  greater  reafdn  to  appre- 
hend)   might    have   gone   off  to 
windward  out  of  my  reach  alto- 
gether; 
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gether;  for,  even  as  it  was,  the 
enemy's  van,  inftead  of  coming 
cJofe  to  action,  kept  their  wind, 
and  patTed  hardly  within  random 
(hot. 

My  ace  lifer  next  afferts,  as  an  ag- 
gravation of  his  former  charge,  . 

"  That  the  French  fleet  was 

"  in  a  regular  line,  on  the 

"  tack  which  approached 

«'  the  Britifh    fleet ;     ail 

"  their    motions    plainly 

"  indicating  a  detign   to 

"  give  battle." 

Both  which  facts  have  already 
been  contradicted,    by  the   tefti- 
mony  of  even  his  own  witnefles. 
That  the  enemy's  fleet  was  not  in 
a  regular  line  of  battle,  appeared 
by  the  French  admiral  being  out 
of  his  ftation,  far  from  the  center 
of  his  line,    and   next,   or  very 
near,  to  a  (hip  carrying  a  vice- 
admiral's  flag  ;  and  from  fome  of 
their  (hips  being  a- bread  of  each 
other,  and  in  one  as  they  pa/Ted 
the  Englifh  fleet,  with  other  appa- 
rent  marks   of  irregularity  :    in- 
deed every  motion  of  the  French 
fleet,  from   about   nine,  when  it 
went  on  the  larboard  tack,    till 
the   moment   of  the    action,   and 
even  during  the  action  itfelf,  I  ap- 
prehend to  be  decifive  again  ft  the 
alledged   indication   of  defigning 
battle :  for,  if  the  French  admiral 
had   really   defigned    to  come  to 
action,     I    apprehend    he    never 
would  have  got  his  fleet  on  the 
contrary  tack  to  that  on  which  the 
Britifh    fleet   was   coming   up   to 
him,    but   would  have   inonened 
fail,  and  waited  for  it,  formed  in 
the  line  on   the  fame  tack ;    and 
even    when    he  did  tack  towards 
the  Britilh  fleet,  the  alledged  in- 
dication is  again  directly  refuted, 
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by  the  van  of  the  French  fleet 
hauling  their  wind  again,  inftead 
of  bearing  down  into  action,  and 
by  their  holding  no  colours  when 
they  began  to  engage. 

Notwichftanding  thefe  incontro- 
vertible truths,  my  accufer  ira* 
putes  it  to  me  that  a  general  en- 
gagement was  not  brought  on ; 
but  it  is  evident,  from  the  tefti- 
mony  of  every  witnefs  he  has  cal- 
led, that  a  general  engagement 
was  never  in  my  choice ;  and 
that,  fo  far  from  its  being  prevent- 
ed by  my  not  having  formed  ttye 
line  of  battle,  no  engagement, 
either  general  or  partial,  coulfi 
have  been  brought  on,  if  I  had 
formed  it :  indeed,  it  is  a  contra- 
diction in  terms,  to  fpeak  of  a 
general  engagement,  where  the 
fleet  that  has  the  wind,  tacks  to 
pafs  the  fleet  to  leeward  on  the 
contrary  tack. 

Such  was  the  manner  in  which, 
after  four  days  purfuit,  I  was  at 
laft  enabled,  by  a  favourable  fhiff. 
of  wind,  to  clofe  with  the  fleet  of 
France. 

And  if  I  am  juftifiable  on  prin- 
ciple, in  the  exercife  of  that  dif- 
cretion   which  I  have  been  fub- 
mitting    to    your   judgment,    of 
bringing  on,  at  all  events,  an  un- 
willing enemy  to  battle,    I  an} 
certainly  not  called   upon  to  de- 
fcend  to  all  the  minutise  of  con- 
fequences  refulting  from  fuch  en- 
terprize ;  even  if  fuch  had  enfued, 
as  my  accufer  has  aflerted,   bux 
which  his  own  witnefles  have  not 
only  failed  to  eflablifh,  but  abfo- 
lutely  refuted,     ft  would  be  an 
infult  on  the  underftanding  of  the 
Court,  were  I  to  offer  any  argu- 
ments to  (hew,  that  fbips  which 
engage  without  a  line  of  battle  can- 
not u>  clotely,  uniformly,  and  jnu~ 
IS]  * 
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b'e  upon  the  enemy  with  thefe 

two  riivifions,  and  continae  the 

"  battle ;  nor  did  he  colled  them 


t aally  fupport  each  other,  as  when 
circsmltances  admit  of  a  line  being 
formed ;  becaufe  it  is  felf-evide nt, 
and  is  the  bafis  of  all  the  difci- 
rline  and  practice  of  lines  of  battle : 
but,  in  the  prefen:  cafe,  notwith- 
standing I  had  no  choice  in  mak- 
ing any  difpo&tion  for  an  attack, 
nor  any  pofiibility  of  getting  to 
battle  otherwife  than  I  did,  which 
would  be  alone  fufficient  to  repel 
any  charge  of  confequent  irregu- 
larity, or  even  confuiion,  yet  ic  is 
not  neceflary  for  me  to  claim  the 
protection  of  the  circumftunces  un- 
der which  I  acted  ;  becauie  no  ir- 
regularity or  confuiion,  either  ex- 
ited or  has  been  proved ;  all  the 
chacing  (hips,  and  the  whole  fleet, 
except  a  fhip  or  two,  got  into  bat- 
tle, ard  into  as  clofe  battle  as  the 
French  Heet,  which  had  the  op- 
tion by  being  toviindward,  chofe 
to  give  them. 

The  vice- admiral  of  the  bice 
himfeif,  though  in  the  rear,  was 
out  of  action  in  a  fhort  time  after 
the  Victory ;  and  fo  far  from  be- 
ing left  to  engage  fingly  and  un- 
fa pp  or  ced,  was  paired,  during  the 
action,  by  three  (hips  cf  his  own 
divifion,  and  was  obliged  to  back 


€€ 
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"  together  at  that  time,  and  keep 
fo  near  the  enemy  as  to  be  in 
readinefs  to  renew  the  battle, 
as  foon  as  it  might  be  proper; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  he  flood 
awsy  beyond  the  enemy  to  a 
great  diltance  before  he  wore  to 
ttand  towards  them  again,  leav- 
ing tfre  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and 
expoied  to  be  cue  off." 
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Ybe  Admiral.  Sir,  In  anfwer  to> 
this  article,  the  moment  the  Vic- 
tory had  patted  the  enemy's  rear, 
my  firft  object  was  to  look  round 
to  the  poiition  of  the  fleet,,  which 
the  fmoak  had  till  then  obfeured 
from  obiervation,  in  order  to  de- 
termine bow  a  general  engage- 
ment might  bed  be  brought  or* 
after  the  fleets  fhould  have  pafled 
each  other.  I  found  that  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  red  with  part  of  his 
divifion  had  tacked,  and  was  (land- 
ing towards  the  enemy  with  top- 
gallant fails  fet,  the  very  thing  I  an 
charged  with  not  having  directed 
him  to  do ;  but  all  the  reft  of  the 
his  mizen  topfail  to  keep  out  cf  ihips  that  had  got  out  of  aclion 
the  fire  of  one  of  the  large  ft  (hips    were  frill  on  the  (larboard  tack, 


in  the  fleet,  which  muft  have  con- 
tinued near  him  all  die  reft  of  the 
time  he  was  palling  the  French 
tine,  as  I  (hall  prove  (lie  was  with- 
in three  cables  length  of  the  For- 
midable, when  the  firing  ceaied. 
Fieafe  to  read  the  next  article. 

Judge  Advocate.    The  fecond  ar- 
ticle of  the  charge  is,  "  That  after 


fome  of  them  dropping  to  leeward, 
and  feemingly  employed  in  repair- 
ing their  damages :— The  Victory 
her  (elf  was  in  no  condition  to 
tack,  and  I  could  not  immediately 
wear  and  ftand  back  on  the  uSips 
coming  up  a- (tern  of  me  oat  of  the 
aftion  (had  It  been  otherwise  expe- 
dient) without  throwing  theni  into 
the  utmoft  confuiion.— Sir  John 


"  the  van  and  center  divifions  of  Rof?,  who  very  gallantly  tried  the 

"  the  Britifh  fleet  pafled  the  rear  experiment,  having  informed  the 

of  the  enemy,  the  admiral  did  court  of  the  momentary  neceflitv 

not  immediately  tack  and  dou-  he  was    uAdtr  of  wearing   back 

3,  -  again 
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again  to  prevent  the  confequences  tion  of  it  as  a  confequence  of  the 

I    have   mentioned,  makes  it  un-  fecond  charge  too  abfurd  to  deir and 

necefTary  to  enlarge  on  the  proba-  a  refutation.     Now  pleafe  to  read 

ble  effect  of  fach  a  general  ma-  the  third,  Sir. 
nceuvre  with  ail  the  fhips  a-head. 


Indeed,  Z  only  remark  it  as  a 
ftrongly  relative  crrcumftance,  ap- 
pearfng  by  the  evidence  of  a  very 
able  and  experienced  officer,  and 
by  no  means  as  a  juftrfkation  for 
having  flood  away  to  a  great  difc 
tance  beyond  the  enemy  before  I 
wore,  becaufe  the  charge  itfelf  is 
grofly  falfe  in  fact. 

The  Victory  had  very  little  way 
while  her  head  was  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  and  although  her  damages 
were  confiderable,  was  the  fir  A 
ihip  of  the  center  divifion  that  got 
round  towards  the  enemy  again, 
and  fome  time  before  the  reft  were 
able  to  follow  her  5  fince  even  as 
it  was,  not  above  three  or  four 
were  able  to  clofe  up  wkh  heron 
the  larboard  tack  3  fo  that  had  it 
even  been  practicable  to  have  wone 
fooner  than  J  did,  no  good  purpofe 
could  have  been  anfvvered  by  it, 
fince  I  muft  only  have  wore  the 
Iboner  back  again,  to  have  col- 
lected the  difabled  mips,  which 
would  have  been  thereby  left  rHil 
farther  a-ftern. 

The  Formidable  was  no  other- 
wife  engaged  with  the  enemy  dur- 
ing this  fhort  interval,  than  as 
being  in  the  rear,  which  muft  al- 
ways TieceiTarily  happen  to  mips 
in  that  Situation,  when  fleets  en- 
gage each  other  on  contrary  tacks, 
and  no  one  witnefs  has  attempted 
to  fpeak  to  the  danger  my  accuser    *'  with    the    ftarboard    tacks    on 


Judge  Advocate.  The  third  ar- 
ticle of  the  charge  is,  "That  after 
**  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
had  parried  the  la  ft  of  the  ene- 
my's (hips,  and  immediately 
wore  and  laid  his  own  fhip's 
head  towards  the  enemy  again, 
being  then  in  their  wake,  and 
at  a  little  diftance  only,  and 
expecting  the  admiral  to  ad- 
vance with  all  the  mips  to  re- 
new the  fight ;  the  admiral  did 
not  advance  for  that  purpofe, 
but  fhortened  fail,  hauled  down 
the  fignal  for  battle ;  nor  did  he 
at  that  time,  or  at  any  other 
whilft  Handing  towards  the  ene- 
my, call  the  (hips  together  in 
order  to  renew  the  attack,  as 
k?  might  have  done,  particu- 
larly the  vice-admiral  of  the  red 
and  his  divifion,  which  had  re- 
ceived the  leaft  damage,  had 
been  the  longeft  out  of  action, 
were  ready  and  fit  to  renew  iti 
were  then  to  windward,  and 
could  have  bore  down  and 
fetched  any  part  of  the  French 
fleet,  if  the  fignal  for  battle  had 
rrot  been  hauled  down;  or  iif 
i;he  faid  Admiral  Keppel  had 
availed  himfelf  of  the  fignal  ap- 
pointed by  the  thirty-firft  arti- 
cle of  the  Fighting  Inflections, 
by  which  he  might  have  odered 
thofe  to  lead,  who  are  to  lead 
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complains  of,  except  his  own  cap- 
tain, who,  on  being  called  upon 
to  fix  the  time  when  fuch  danger 
was  apprehended,  ftated  it  to  be 
before  the  Formidable  opened  her 
$ref — which  renders  the  applica- 


board  by  a  wind,  which  fignal 
**  "was  applicable  to  the  occafion 
4i  for  renewing  the  engagement 
**  with  advantage  after  the  French 
"  fleet  had  been  beaten,  their 
**  line  broken,  and  in  diforder.— 
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In  thefe  inftances  he  did  not  do 
the  utmoft  in  Jiis  power  to 
take,  fink,  burn  or  deftroy  the 
French  fleet,  that  had  attacked 
the  Britifh  fleet." 


The  Admiral.     Sir,   As   fbon   as 
I  had  wore  to  (land  towards  the 
enemy,  I  hauled  down  the  fignal 
for  battle,  which  I  judged  impro- 
per to  be  kept, abroad  till  the  (hips 
could  recover  their  ftations,  or  at 
leaft  get  near  enough  to  fupport 
each  other  in  action  ;  and  in  order 
to  call  them  together  for  that  pur- 
pole,  I  immediately  made  the  fig- 
nal to  form  the  line  of  battle  a- 
head,  a  cable's  length  afunder,  and 
the  Victory  being  at  this  time  a- 
head  of  all  the  center  and  red  di- 
vifion,  I  embraced  that  opportuni- 
ty of  unbending  her  maintop-fail, 
which  was   totally  \inferviceable, 
and  in  doing  which  the  utmoft  ex- 
pedition was  ufed,  the  fhips  a-ftern 
of  me  doing  all  they  could  in  the 
mean  time  to  get  into  their  ftations, 
fo  that  no  time  was  loft  by  this  ne* 
ceflary  operation. 


into  the  line  during  the  reft  of  tne* 
day. 

In  this  fituation  Ljudged  it  ne« 
ceflfary  that  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
red,  who  was   to  windward,  and 
pufning  forward  on   my  weather- 
tow  with  fix  or  ftven  mips  of  his 
divifion,  fhould  lead  on   the   lar- 
board tack,  in  order  to  give  time 
to  the  fhips   which  had  come  laft 
out  of  "action,  to  repair  their  da- 
mages ;  and  get  collected  together, 
and   the  fignal   appointed  by  the 
thirty-firft  article  of  the  Fighting 
Inftructions  not  being  applicable, 
as  the  French  fleet  was  fo  nearly 
a-head   of   us,    that    by  keeping 
clofe  to  the  wind  we  could  only 
have  fetched   them,    1  made  the 
Proferpine's   fignal,    in    order   to 
have    difpatched  Captain   Sutton, 
with  a  mefTage  to  Vice- Admiral 
Sir  Robert  Harlan d,  to  lead  the 
fleet  on    the  larboard  tack;  but 
before  he  had  left  the  Victory  with 
the  orders  he   had  received,    the 
French  fleet  wore  and  flood  to  the 
fouthward,  forming  their  line  on 
the  ftarboard  tack,  their  fhips  ad* 


The  Formidable  was  a-head  of  vancing  regularly  out  of  a  col  lec  - 

the  Victory  during  this  period  ;  it  ted  body,  which  they  had  got  into 

was  her  ftation   in    the   line,    on  from    the  operation   of   wearing, 

that  tack;  yet  at  the  very  moment  and  not  from  any  diforder  or  con* 

my  accufer  dares  to    charge   me  fufion ;  though  had  fuch  diforder 

With  not  calling  the  fhips  together  or  con  fufion  really  exifted,  I  could 

to  renew  the  attack, — he  himfelf,  have  derived  no  immediate  advan* 


though  his  fhip  was  in  a  manage- 
able condition,  as  has  appeared  by 
the  evidence  of  his  own  captain, 
—and  though  he  had  wore,  ex- 
pecting (as  he  fays)  the  battle  to 
be  renewed,  quitted  his  ftation  in 
the  front  of  that  line  of  battle, 
the  fignal  for  which  was  flying, 
pafTed  to  leeward  of  me  on  the  ftar- 
board tack,  while  I  was  advanc- 
ing tp  the  enemy,  and  never  came 


tage  from  it,  not  having  a  fufli- 
cient  force  collected  to  prevent 
their  forming,  by  an  attempt  to  re- 
new the  attack.  The  Victory  was 
at  this  time  the  neareft  fhip  to  the 
enemy,  with  no  more  than  three 
or  four  of  the  center  divifion  in 
any  fituation  to  have  fupported 
her,  or  each  other  in  action ;  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue  was  on 
the  ftarboard  tack,  ftanding  away 

from 


APPENDIX  to  the 

from  his  flation,  totally  regardlefs 
of  the  fig  rial  that  was  flying  to 
form  the  line ;  and  mod  of  the 
other  fhips,  except  the  red  divi- 
sion,  whofe  pofition  I  have  already 
Hated,  were  far  a-flern,  and  five 
difabled  fhips  at  a  great  diftance 
on  the  lee  quarter. 

Mofl  of  thefe  facts  ,are  already 
eflablifhed  by  my  accufer's  own 
evidence  ;  and  I  fhalj  prove  and 
confirm  them  all  by  the  teflimonv 
of  that  part  of  the  fleet,  whote 
filiations  will  enable  them  tofpeak 
to  them  with  certainty. 

I  trull  they  will  convince  the 
court,  that  I  had  it  not  in  my 
power  to  collect  the  fleet  together 
to  renew  the  fight  at  that  time, 
and  that  from  their  not  being  able 
to  follow  me,  I  confequently  could 
not  advance  with  them  ;  that  I 
did  not  ihorten  fail,  but  only.fhift- 
ed  an  unferviceable  one  when  I 
was  far  a-head,  and  the  fhips  un- 
able to  follow ;  that  I  did  not  haul 
down  the  fignal  for  battle  till  it 
ceafed  to  be  capable  of  producing 
any  good  effect;  that  during  the 
whole  time  I  flood  towards  the 
enemy,  I  endeavoured  by  the  mod 
forcible  of4  all  fignals,  the  fignal 
for  the  line  of  battle,  to  call  the 
fhips  together,  in  order  to  renew 
the  attack  ;  that  I  did  avail  my- 
felf  of  the  mips  that  were  with  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  red,  as  far  as 
circumftances  admitted  j  and  that 
I  therefore  did  do  the  utmoft  in 
my  power  to  take,  fink,  burn,  and 
deilroy  the  French  fleet,  which 
hid  attacked  the  Brjtifh  fleet. 
Read  the  fourth  article  if  you 
pleafe. 

Judge  Advocate.  The  fourth  ar- 
ticle of  the  charge  is,  "  That, 
"  inftead  of  advancing  to  renew 
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"  the  engagement,  as  rn  the  pre- 
"  ceding  articles  is  alledgcd*, 
"  and  as  he  might  and  ought  to 
"  have  done,  the  admiral  wore 
"  and  made  fail  directly  from  the 
"  enemy  ;  and  thus  he  led  the 
"  whole  Britifh  fleet  away  from 
"  them,  which  gave  them  the  op- 
"  portunity  to  rally  unmollefled, 
"and  to  form  again  into  a  line  of 
*'  battle,  and  to  (land  after  the 
"  Britifh  fleet. 

4€  This  was  difgraceful  to  the 
"  Britifh  flag ;  for  it  had  the  ap- 
€t  pearance  of  a  flight,  and  gave 
"  the  French  admiral* a  pretence 
"  to  claim  the  victory,  And  to 
"  publifh  to  the  world  that  the 
"  Britifh  fleet  ran  away,  and  that 
*'  he  purfued  it  with  the  fleet  of 
""  France,  and  offered  it  battle." 

the  Admiral.  Sir,  The  French 
fleet  having  wore,,  and  began  to 
form  their  line  on  the  ftarboari 
tack  by  the  wind,  which  if  thejr 
had  kept  would  have  brought  them 
clofe  up  with  the  center  divifion, 
foon  afterwards  edged  away,  point- 
ing towards  four  or  five  of  the  dif- 
abled fhips,  which  were  at  a  dif- 
tance to  leeward,  and  with  evi- 
dent intention  to  have  feparated 
them  from  the  refl  of  the  fleet; 
to  prevent  which,  I  made  the  fig- 
nal to  wear,  and  flood  athwart 
their  van  in  a  diagonal  courfe,  to 
give  protection  to  thefe  crippled 
mips,  keeping  the  fignal  for  the 
line  flying,  to  form  and  collect  the 
fleet  on  the  ftarboard  tack :  and  as 
I  had  thus  been  obliged  to  alter 
mydifpofition  before  Captain  Sut- 
ton left  the  Victory  with  my  for- 
mer meflage,  Idifpatched  him  with 
orders  to  the  vice- admiral  of  the  red, 
to  form  with  his  divifion  at  a  diftance 
a-flern  of  the  Victory,  to  cover  the 

IS]  4  rear, 
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rear,  and  to   keep  the  enemy  in 
check  * cill  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue  fhould  come  into  his  ftation 
with  his  divifion,  in  obedience  to 
the  fignal.    Thefe  orders  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  red  inftantly  obey- 
ed, and  was  formed  in  my  wake 
before  four  o'clock;  when  finding 
that  while  by  the  courfe  I  (leered 
to   protect   the  crippled   (hips,   I 
was  nearing  the  enemy,  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue  dill  continued 
to  lie  to  windward,  and  by  fo  do- 
ing kept  his  divifion  from  joining 
me,  I  made  the  fignal  for  (hips  to 
windward  to  bear  down  into  my 
wake;  and  that  it  might  be  the 
better    diftinguiftied    (both   being 
JBgnals  at  the  mizen  peak)  I  haul- 
ed down  the  fignal  for  the  line  for 
about  ten  minutes,  and  then  hoik- 
ed it  again.     This  fignal  for  fhips 
to  windward  to  bear  down  he  re- 
peated f  though  he  had  not  repeat- 
ed that  for  the  line  cf  battle ;  but 
by  no:  bearing  down  himfelf,  he 
ltd  the  (hips  of  his  divifion  to  in- 
terpret his  repeating  it,  as  requiring 
them  to  come  into  his  wake  inftead 
of  mine. 

Having  now  accomplifhed  the 
protection  of  the  difabled  (hips, 
and  the  French  fleet  continuing 
TO'  form  their  line,  ranging  up  to 
leeward  para;);1  :o  the  center  di- 
vifion, my  only  object  was  to  form 
mine,  in  order  to  bear  down  upon, 
them  to  renew  the  battle :  and 
therefore,  at  a  quarter  before  five, 
after  having  repeated  the  fignal  for 
fhips  tr  windward  to  bear  down 
intbjmy  wake  with  no  better  effect 
than  before,  I  fent  the  Milford, 
with  orders  to  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  red  to  llretch  a-head  and  take 
his  (ration  in  the  line,  which  he 
infcnntly  obeyed  ;  and  the  vice- 
admiraf  of  the  blue  bein"  foil  to 
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windward,   with  his   fore    topfajl 
unbent,  and  making  no  viable  ef- 
fort to  obey  the  fignal,  which  had 
been  flying  the  whole  afternoon, 
I  fent  the  Fox  at  five  o'clock  with 
orders  to  him  to  bear  down  into 
my  wake,  and  to  tell  him  that  I 
only  waited  for  him  and  his  divi- 
fion   to    renew    the   battle;    and 
while  I  was  difpatching  thefe  fri- 
gates, having  before  hauled  down 
the  fignal  to  come  into  my  wake, 
I   put   abroad   the   fignal   for  all 
fhips  to  come  into  their  ftation  s, 
always  keeping  the  fignal  for  the 
line  flying.     All  this  producing  nq 
effect  on  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue,  and  wearied  out  with  fruit- 
lefs  expectation,  at  feven  o'clock 
I  made  the  fignal  for  each  par- 
ticular fhip  of  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue's  divifion  to  come  into  her 
ftation  $   but  before  they  had  ac- 
compli (hed  it,    night  put  an  enc] 
to  all  further  operations. 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  amongft 
thefe  fignals'I  did  not  make  the 
Formidable's. — If  the  vice-admi- 
ral chufes  to  confide r  this  as  a  cul- 
pable neglect,  I  can  only  fay  thaf 
it  occurred  to  me,  to  treat  him 
with  a  delicacy  due  to  his  rank, 
which  had  fome  time  before  in- 
duced me  to  fend  him  the  meflage 
by  Captain  Wiudfor;  the  particu- 
lars of  which  he  has  already  faith- 
fully related  to  the  court. 

I  truft  I  have  little  reafpn  to  ap- 
prehend that  you  will  be  inclined 
to  confider  my  conduct,  as.l  have 
dated  it,  in  anfwer  to  this  fourth 
article  of  the  charge,  as  difgrace- 
ful  to  the  Britifh  flag  !  After  I  had 
wore  upon  the  fame  tack  with  the 
enemy,  10  protect  the  difabled 
part  of  my  fleer,  and  to  collect  the 
reft  together,  there  would  have 
been  Utile  to  do  to  renew  the 
' '    '■  ■  '  battle, 


1 
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Rattle,  bat  bearing  right  down  «Mhe  contrary,  he  led  the  Britiiji 
upon  the  enemy,  if  my  accafer  v*  fleet  another  way^  dirtily  froaj 
had  led  down  his  divifion  in  obc~  fr  the  enemy.  ^ 
dience  to  the  repeated  fignals  and  *#  By  ij^  infcincet  of  mifcon* 
prders  which  I  have  ftated.  The  **  ^trft  and  negle$  a  glorious  oj£ 
Victory  never  went  more  than  two  ff  pfertnnitr  w»'  16ft  of  doing  4 
knots,  was  under  her  doable  reefed  * €  maft  effejitlal  •  fervice  to  tHfc 
topfails  and  forefail,  much  fl)at-  *•  Jlate,and  the  honour  of  theBrf* 
;ered,  which  kept  the  (hips  that  •  '**  rift*  navy  was  tarftifyed/*  ;  " 
were  near  her  under  their  topfails,  ?,"7'"  V  '       '*'* 

and    Altered    the    French    fleet,    ^   ThJUmirkt.  Sir;  Qu  th*  mom* 
which  might  always  have  brought    ing  of  the  aSthofJWy^  tneFrcncfc 
me  to  action,  if  they  had  inclined    flee t' (except three  fail;  which  weti' 
to  do  it,  to  range  up  parallel  with    feen  on  the  lee-^uaA^}  ^ra«  otdfr 
the  center  under  very  little  fail;    viftbleJTom  theittajfcfartjfof  tomb 
and  it  was  to  protect  the  five  dif*    of  the"  mips  jof  Oie'BfiSIti" n'^J 
abled  /hips  above,  mentioned,  and    and  atii  diftahoe.  from  mf,  ji 
to  give  the  reft  time  to  form  into    afforded  not  the  fmidleft;  prblpc^fl 
fome  order,  that  I  judged  it  more    of  coming  up  with  them,  tnoA 
expedient  to  ft  and  as  I  did,  under    especially  as  their  fMpf,  thtmgfc 
that  eafy  fail,  than  to  bring  to,    Certainty  much  damaged  in  tfcefo 
with  my  head  to  the  fouthward,    halls,  had  not  apparently  faf&jrei 
The  court  will  judge  whether  it    much  in  their  m*ib*nd  ft&s» 
was  poflible  for  any  officer  in  the    whereas  the  fleet  aWer  my  cfcml 
fervice,  really  tp  believe  that  tfyefe    maud*  was'  general|y;;iw4  greatrt 
operations  could  give  the  appear-    (hittered  in  their   mafb,- 'yards; 
ance  of  a  flight?  qr  furnifh  a  ra-    and  tigging, : and  many  of  them 
tional  pretence  to  the  French  ad-    unable  to  carYy   fail  y*  as;  to  th* 
miral  to  claim  the  victory,  or  pub-    three*  French,  mips;  I   made  the; 
Hfh  to  the  world  that  the  Britifh    fignal  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
fleet  had.ru n  away.    Pleafe  to  read    ing    for.  the  Puke,    Bienfajftnr/, 
the  next  article.  Prince  George,  and  Elizabeth,  to 

R've  them  chace,  judging  th£m  to 
!  the  prdperefi  (hips,  for  .that  pur- 
ticle  of,  the  charge  is,  «'  That  in  pofe;  but  the  two  laft  .were  not 
"  the  morning  oftbe  z8th  of  July,  able  tb  carry  fufficient  fail  to  givi 
*c  *7J$>  when  it  was  perceived  even  countenance  to  the  permit; 
"  that  only  three  of  the  French  and  looking  round  to  the  general 
ff  fleet  remained  near  the  Britifh  condition  of  my  fleet;.  I  faw  it 
in  the  fjtuation  the  whole  had  was  in  vain  to  attempt  either  a  ge- 
been  in  the  night  before,  and  neral  or  a  partial  chace.  Irideed, 
that  the  reft  were  to  Jeeward  at  my  accafer  does  not  venture  to 
a  greater  diftance,  not  in  a  line  alledge  that  there  was  any  probabi- 
of  battle,  but  in  a  heap;  the  lity,  or  even  poffibility,  of  doing 
admiral  did  net  caufe  the  fleet  it  with  effect,  which  deftroys  the. 
to  purfue  the  flying  enemy,  nor  whole  imputation  of  his  charge. 
even  to  chace  the  three  fhips  Under  thefecircumftancesftruft 
♦f  that  fled  after  the  reft;  but,  on    I  could  not  miftakemy  dutv;  and 
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I  was  re/olved,  as  t  have  already 
before  obferved  in  the  introduction 
to  my  defence,  not  to  facrirke  it 
to  an  empty  mow  and  appearance, 
which  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  an 
officer,  unconfeious  of  any  failure 
or  n  eg  left.  To  have  urged  a 
irmtlefe  purfuit  with    a  fleet    fo 

t ready  cnppled  in  its  mails  and 
uls,  after  a  diftant  and  ftying 
enemy,  within  reach  of  their  own 
ports,  and  with  a  frefh  wind  blow- 
ing fair  for  their  porta,  with  a  large 
fwell,  would  have  been  not  only 
wantonly  expofing  the  British  fleet 
vnder  my  command  without  end 
or  object,  but  mifleading  and  de- 
feating its  operations,  by  delaying 
the  refitment  neceJTary  for  carry- 
ing on  the  future  fervice  with  vi- 
gour and  effecl. 

Mv  acenfer  aflerts,  by  a  general 
conclusion,  to  the  five  articles  ex- 
hibited againft  me,  that  from  what 
n*  dates  as  in  fiances  of  mifconduct 
and  neglect  in  me,  a  glorious  op- 
portunity was  loft  of  doing  a  moll 
cflential  fervice  to  the  date,  and 
that  the  honour  of  the  British  navy 
was  tarniflicd. 

The  truth  of  the  aflertion,  that 
an  opportunity  was  loft,  I  am  not 
called  upon  either  to  combat  or 
deny ;  it  is  fufficient  for  me,  if  I 
fliall  be  fuccefsful  in  proving  that, 
that  opportunity  was  feized  by 
me,  and  followed  up  to  the  full 
extent  of  my  power ;  if  the  court 
Aall  be  of  that  opinion,  I  am  fa- 
tisfied ;  and  it  will  then  reft  with 
the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  to  ex- 
plain to  what  caufe  it  is  to  be  re- 
ferred, that  the  glorious  opportu- 
nity he  fpeaks  of  was  loft,  and  to 
whom  it  is  to  be  imputed  (if  the 
fact  be  true)  that  the  honour  of 
the  British  navy  has  been  tar- 
nifhed. 


Having  now  offered  to  the  court 
precife  anfwers  to  all  the  charges 
exhibited  arainft  me;  1  mail  pro- 
ceed to  call  my  witnefles  to  sup- 
port thofe  anfwers,  and  of  courfe 
to  refute  the  charges  in  the  order 
in  which  they  have  been  made. 
I  fhall  call  them  not  as  a  prifoner 
commonly  calls  his  witneiTes,  to 
oppofe  them  to  thofe  which  appear 
for  the  pro  fee  ution— quite  the  con- 
trary,—I  bring  them  to  fupport, 
confirm,  enlarge,  and  illuftrate  al- 
moft  the  body  of  the  evidence 
which  has  been  given  by  my  ac- 
cufer. 

But,  before  I  fit  down,  I  muft 
difcharge  a  duty  which  I  feel  my. 
felf  to  owe  to  the  reputation  of  a 
fervice  highly  and  iuftly  favcured 
in  this  country,  ana  which  can  ne- 
ver fufter  in  its  honour,  but  the 
nation  itfelf  will  fufier  in  propor- 
tion. 

t  have  heard  it  averted*  and 
contended  for  during  this  trial, 
as  an  eflential  and  indifpeniible 
right  of  a  captain  of  a  man  of  war, 
to  make  additions  and  alterations 
in  the  (hip's  log-book,  even  after 
the  original  entries  had  been  feen, 
examined,  and  approved  by  him- 
felf.  I  have  feen  this  attempted 
to  be  excufed,  nay,  even  juftified 
and  boafted  of  in  a  cafe  where  the 
alterations  and  additions  introduc- 
ed matter  of  criminal  and  Capital 
offence,  ackowledged  by  the  party 
to  have  been  introduced  months 
after  the  original  entries  were  in* 
ferted ;  and  with  knowledge  that 
a  criminal  charge  had  then  been 
exhibited  againft  the  perfon  in 
whofe  trial  they  were  firft  heard  of. 
I  have  heard  this  attempted  to  be 
defended  where  the  molt  material 
of  the  alterations  and  additions 
were  certainly  notfupported  by  fa&, 
■  Upoft 
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tlpon  this  occafion,  furely,  I 
am  called  upon  to  enter  my  proteft 
agairiit  a  Claim  which  fubjects  the 
log-books  of  the  King's  (hips,  that 
ought  to  contain,  it  not  always  a 
perfect,  yet  always  a  genuine  nar- 
rative of  their  transactions,  when, 
the  events  are  fre(h  and  recent, 
when  they  cannot  be  miftaker., 
and  can  hardly  5e  mifreprefented, 
and  which  ought  never  to  be  al- 
tered after  the  entries  have  been 
made  and  authorized. 

This  is  the  cafe  of  the  firfl  alte- 
ration of  the  Tog- book. — Another 
alteration  has   fince   appeared    in 
another  log-book  !  that  of  the  pro- 
Tccutor   himfelf !    little    differing 
from  the  former,  except  that  the 
perfon  that  has  actually  made  it 
does  not  appear  tojuilifyit;  that 
the  witnefs  to  it  Aates  it  to  have 
been  made  foon  after  the  engage- 
ment, and  that  the  deftruction  of 
fome   leaves,    and   fubftitution   of 
others,    feems  to  be  rather  made 
for    the    purpofc    of    exculpating 
another  perfon  than  of  criminating 
me.     But  whatever  the  intention 
was,  the  thing  is  equally  unjuftifi- 
able    in    all    refpedls.      It    tends 
equally  to  deftroy  all  fort  of  ufe  in 
thefe  kind  of  records,  and  to  ren- 
der   them    highly   fallacious,    and 
poflibly   highly  dangerous.     I  do 
not  dwell  on  all  the  particulars  of 
that    unhappy    bufinefs  ! — It    is 
painful  to  me,  and   the  nature  of 
the  tranfaction   is  but  too  vifible. 
There  has  always   been,  and  pro- 
bably will   always   be,   fomcthing 
flovenly  in   thefe   books,  and   the 
mailers    have    thought    they  have 
more  power  over  them  than  is  pro- 
per.    There  is,  however,  a  great 
difference  between  inaccuracy  and 
malicious  defign.     There  is  a  dif- 
ference between  the  correction  or 
♦apply  of  indifferent  matters,  and 


the  cancelling  of  pages,  and  put- 
ting in  others ;— omitting,  adding 
to,  and  varying  the  moft  important 
things  for  the  molt  important  pur* 
pofes. 

It  is  alfo  proper  for  me  tc  ftate 
two  or  three  facts  to  die  court,  im 
order  to  place  the  conduct  of  mf 
accufer  in  its  proper  point  of  view, 
I  admit  that  ttte  charges  he  hat 
exhibited  again ff  me  are  very  hei- 
nous.— They  exj>refs  mifconduA 
and  negligence  ;  they  Imply  (and 
fo  the  court  has  uncferftood  them 
to  imply)  cowardice  alfo.  If  I 
ever  committed  them  at  all,  it  wm 
in  his  prefericc,  and  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  a  numerous  corps  of  offi- 
cers, who  being  called  upon  by 
the  court,  have  all  unanimoufljr 
refufed,  or  I  truft  will  refufe  to  fix 
any  one  charge  upon  me.  I  have 
mentioned  before  the  circumftance 
of  my  accufer'*  filence  for  months* 
during  which  he  was  called  upom 
by  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  country 
to  have  Hated  my  mifconduct,  if 
any  fuch  had  exifted  ;  and  his  re- 
fusal to  do  fo  is  ftrong  evidence  of 
itfelf,  that  even  in  his  opinion  my 
conduct  was  liable  to  no  reproach. 

But  this  is  not  all ;  even  fo  late 
as  the  5th  of  October  lad,  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  him,  dated 
at  fea,  conceived  in  terms  of  great 
good  will  and  re'fpect  for  me ;  in 
which,  having  occafion  to  men- 
tion fome  prizes,  which  had  bee* 
taken  by  the  fleet,  he  confiders  thai 
as  a  fubject  of  little  moment  to 
mc,  aligning  this  as  a  reafon, 
"  for  I  know  you  had  rather  meet 
"  the  French  fleet."— That  fleet 
which  he  fays  I  fled  from  ! 

Is  this  confident  with  the  tenor 
of  thofe  charges  ?— -Could  the  man 
who  wrote  toe  one,  believe  the 
other  ? — It  is  abfolutely  impoflible. 
— I  cannot  produce  this  letter  in- 

evidence  ; 
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evidence;  but  when  I  go  out  of    admiral, — yet,  after  his  own  ears 
the  court,  I  will  (hew  it  to  any    had  heard,  at  half  pad  five  in  the 


gentleman  who  is  defirous  to 
fee  it*. 

Another  thing  more,  and  I  have 
done. 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  thought  pro- 
per to  addrefs  the  public  by  a 
printed  newfpaper,  dated  the  4th 
of  November,  principally,  as  it 
feems,   for  the  fake  of  averting 


afternoon  of  a  fummer's  day,  that 
I  waited  only  for  him  and  his  di- 
vifion  to  renew  the  attack;  this  gen- 
tleman applies  to  me,  ignorant,  ne- 
gligent, cowardly,  as  he  now  repre- 
fents  me,  to  certify  his  good  beha- 
viour, and  to  fupport  his  character 
again  ft  the  malice  of  his  enemies. 
He  applies  to  me  to  fign  a  pa- 


that  he  was  not,  and  infinuating  per,  containing  many  particulars 

th&tl<was,  the  can fe  of  the  French  dire&ly  contrary  to  the  evidence 

fleet  not  being  re-attacked  in  the  you  have  heard  upon  oath,   and 

afternoon  of  the  37th  of  July.  which  I    will    alfo  (hew  to  any 

In  that  paper  he  pofitively  denies  one  f. 
that  he  received  any  meffage  by        At  prefent  I  have  only  to  do 


Captain  Windfor  faying  a  word 
about  renewing  the  attack,  and  he 
calls  ihe  contrary  afiertion  a  falfe 
one.— Captain  Windfor  has  been 
called,  and  he  has  proved,  that  at 
live  o'clock  he  received  from  me, 
and  at  about  half  pad  five  he  de- 
livered to  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  him- 
felf,  the  meffage  to  come  with  the 
fhips  of  his  divifion  into  my  wake, 
and  that  I  only  waited  for  him  to 
renew  the  attack. 

This  account  of  Captain  Wind- 
for has  been  attempted  to  be  dif- 


with  one  of  thofe  particulars.  That 
paper  (concurring  with  his  at- 
tempts in  this  trial)  contains  this 
aflertion,  "  that  the  calling  his, 
"  and  vice  -  admiral  Sir  Robert 
Harland's  divifions,  into  my 
wake,  in  the  evening,  was  not 
for  the  purpofe  of  renewing  "the 
battle  at  that  time,  but  to  be 
*€  in  readinefs  for  it  in  the  morn- 
<(  ing."  This  my  accufer  had  the 
confidence  to  tender  to  me  to  fign. 
To  fign  an  aflertion  of  a  fa&  ab- 
folutely  unfounded;   the  contrary 


t€ 


t€ 


€( 


€€ 


credited  by  the  profecutor,   who  of  which  I  know  to  be  true,  and 

has  afked  Captain  Bazely,  and  I  the   contrary    of   which    Captain 

believe  one  or  two  more,  whether  Windfor  has  proved-,  and,  my  ac- 

it  was  not  at  a  later  hour  than  cufer  knew  to  be  true. 


Captain  Windfor  named. — I  fhall 
for  that  reafon  call  witnefles  to 
confirm  Captain  Windfor  in  all 
thecircumftances  of  his  teftimony. 

I  owe  it  to  him,  as  an  honour- 
able man,  to  {hew  that  his  evi- 
dence is  corre&ly  true. 

I  will  prove  that  the  meffage 
fent  by  me,  was  precifely  the.  mef- 
fage delivered  by  him  at  the  time 
he  fpeaks  to,  and  that  it  was  ex- 
actly repeated  by  him  to  the  vice- 

*  See  this  letter  in  page  29^ 


How  that  gentleman  felt  when 
this  came  out  I  know  not ;  but  if 
I  could  conceive  myfelf  in  the 
fame  fituation,  I  know  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to  exprefs  what 
I  fliould  feel.  I  cannot  <wijbfi  bear 
*vy  a  punijbment  to  my  *worft  enemy. 

The  examination  of  evidence  in 
the  admiral's  defence  continued  to 
the  8th  of  Feb.  when  it  was  finally 
clofed ;  and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  the 


•J*  See  this  paper  in  page  293 
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profecutor  having  claimed  a  right 
of  replying  to  the  defence,  the 
fame  was  objected  to  ;  and  the 
court  having  withdrawn,  upon*  the 
queftion,  came  to  a  refolution, 
that  the  fame  was  unprecedented, 
and  could  not  be  complied  with. 

On  the  nth  of  February  the 
Court  met ;  when  the  Judge  Ad- 
vocate read  the  opinion  of  the 
court  martial,  as  follows  : 

At  a  Court  Martial  affembled  on 
board  his  Majefty's  (hip  Britan- 
nia, in  Portfmouth  Harbour, 
the  7th  of  January,  1779,  an<* 
held  by  Adjournment  at  the 
Houfe  of  the  Governor  of  his 
Majefty's  Garrifon  at  Portf- 
mouth, every  day  afterwards 
(Sundays excepted)  till  the  nth 
of  February,  1779,  inclufive; 

PRESENT, 

Sir  Thomas  Pye,  admiral  of  the 

white,  Preftdent. 
Matthew  Buckle,  Efq;  vice-admi- 
ral of  the  red  ;  till  the  clofe  of 
the  fixth  day,  when  he  became 
unable  any  longer  to  continue 
his  attendance  on  account  of 
ficknefs. 
John  Montagu,  Efq;  vice-admiral 

of  the  red. 
Mariot   Arbuthnot,   Efq;    Robert 
Roddam,  Efq;  rear-admirals  of 
the  whine. 
Captains  Mark  Miibank, 

Francis  Samuci  Drake, 
Taylor  Penny, 
John  Moutray, 
William  Bennet, 
Adam  Duncan, 
Philip  BoteJer, 
James  Cranfton. 

The  Court,  purfuant  to  an  or- 
der of  the  Lords  Commiffioners 
•f  (he  Admiralty,  dated  the  31ft 


of  December,  1778,  and  directed 
to  Sir  Thomas  Pye,  proceeded  to. 
enquire  into  a  charge  exhibited  by 
Vice-admiral    Sir  Hugh   Pallifer 
againft  the   Honourable  Admiral 
Auguftus  Keppel,  for  mifconduct 
and  neglect  of  duty  on  the  27th 
and  28th  of  July,  1778,  in  fundry 
inftances,  as  mentioned  in  a  paper 
which  accompanied  the  faid  order; 
and  to  try  him  for  the  fame  :  and 
the  Court  having  beard  the  evi- 
dence, and  the  prifoner's  defence, 
and  maturely  and  ferioufty  confi- 
dered  the  whole,  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  charge  is  malicious  and 
ill  founded  ;  it  having  appeared 
that  the  faid  admiral,  fo  far  from, 
having,  by  mifconduct  and  neglect 
of  duty  on  the  days  therein  allud- 
ed to,  loft  opportunity  of  render- 
ing e Hen  rial  fervice  to  the  ftate, 
and  thereby  tarnifbed  the  honour 
of  the  Britifh  navy,  behaved  as 
became  a  judicious,   brave,  and 
experienced  ofHcer  :  The  Court  do 
therefore  unanimoufly  and  honour- 
ably  acquit  the  faid  Admiral  Au- 
guftus Keppel  of  the  feveral  ar- 
ticles   contained    in    the    charge 
againft   him  ;    and    he  is  hereby 
fully  and    honourably   acquitted 
accordingly,.  J 

George  Jackson, 
Judge  Advocate. 

Thomas  Pye. 
John  Montagu. 
Mariot  Arbuthnot. 
Robert  Roddam. 
Mark  Milbank. 
Francis  Samuel  Drake. 
Taylor  Penny. 
John  Moutray. 
William  Bennet. 
Adam  Duncan. 

fhilip  Boteler. 
imes  Cranfton* 

The 
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The  Acjdrefs  of  Sir  Thomas  Pye,  Attdley-fguare,  Thurfday  night. 


Pefident,  on  delivering  the  Ad- 
miral his  fword. 

Admiral  Kippel,  It  is  no  fmall 
pjeafure  to  me  to  receive  the 
cpmmand*  of  the  Court  I  have 
the  honour  tp  prefide  at,  that,  in 
deliveriqg  you  your  fword,  I  am 
to  congratulate  you  on  its  being 

«#Qrcd  P  yPtf  with  fo  much  ho-     .  a.      „  „    .     ■ 

„our;  hoping  ere  long  you  will    Ju?lcc  *  ray  ownT  »P*«™.  t0 
be  called  for*  by  your  Sovereign    lnform  J™'  lhat  l  •»  Wllhn&  to 
to  draw  it  once  more  in  the  de-, 
fence,  pf  your  country. 


Dec.  10,  177& 
SIR, 
The  very  extraordinary  contents 
of  your  letter  of  laft  night  made 
it  impofftble  for  me  on  a  fudden  to 
make  any  other  anfwer,  than  a 
bare  acknowledgment  of  having 
received  it ;  but  it  has  not  requir- 
ed much  time  to  determine  me,  in 


Cofiis  if  Letters  between  the  Hon. 
Admiral  KeppeJ,  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty,  the  Judge  Advo- 
cate, and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer. 

Admiralty- office,  9  Dec.  1778. 
SIR, 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue  fquadron  of  his  Ma- 


meet  a  court  martial  whenever  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  fhall  think 
proper  to  order  me. 

At  the  fame  tjme,  Six,  I  clefire 
yo.u  will  reprefent  to  the  Lords 
Commiffioners  my  utter  aftonifh- 
ment  at  the  countenance  their 
Lord  (hips  have  fo  far  given  to  this 
proceeding,  as  to  refQlve,  on  the 
fame  day  on  which  fuch  a  charge 
is  exhibited,  to  order  a  court  mar- 
tial againft  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  fleet,   on  an  attack 


jefty's  fleet,  having  in  his  letter  of    from  an  inferior  officer,  under  all 
this  day's  da*e  tranfmitted  to  my     the  very  peculiar  cjreumftances  jn 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Ad-    which    Sir    Hugh    Pallifer    now 
miralty,   a  charge  of  rnifconduct 
and  neglecl  of  duty  againft  you, 
on   the   27th  and   28th  of  July*, 
I778,  in  divers  inftances  therein 
mentioned,    and    defired    that    a 
court  martial  may  be  held  for  try- 
ing you  for  the  fame ;  and  their 
Lord  (hips  intending  that  a  court 
martial  fhalLbe  held  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  I  have  it  in  command  from 
them  to  fend  you  herewith  a  copy 
of  the  faid  charge^  that  you  may 
be  preparing  for'your  defence. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Ph.  Stephens. 
Honhle.  Augttflus  Kepptl, 
Admiral  of  the  Blue,  $gfc. 


which    Sir   Hugh    Pallifer 
Hands. 

1  am,  Sir,  your  humble  fervaat, 

A,  K. 

Ph.  Stephens,  E/q. 

Letter  from  Ph.  Stephens,  Efq; 
Admiralty-office,  \\tl?  Dec.  \il%. 

s  r  R. 

I  received  yefrerdav  afternoon 
your  letter  of  the  lQtb  inftant,  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  mine 
of  the  9th,  tranfraitqng  a  copy 
of  the  charge  exhibited  againft  you 
by  Vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Palli- 
fer ;  and  this  morning  I  received 
your  letter,  datqd  laft  night,  inti- 
mating that  you  are  wiling  to 
meet  a  court  martial  whenever  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  Jball  think 

proper 
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proper  to  order  one ;  and  having 
without  lofs  of  time  laid  the  fame 
before  my  Lords  Commiflioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  I  am  commanded 
by  their  Lordihips  to  acquaint  you, 
that  they  propofe  to  order  a  court 
martial  to  be  aflembled  on  Thurf- 
day  the  7th  of  January  next,  if 
you  think  you  mall  be  ready  with 
your  evidence  by  that  time ;  but 
if  not,  their  Lordfhips  will  order 
it  to  be  held  on  a  later  day. 

As  to  the  aftonifhment  you  ex- 
pre fs  at  the  countenance  you  con- 
ceive their  Lordfhips  have  given 
to  this  proceeding,  by  refolving, 
on  the    fame  day  on   which   the 
charge  was  exhibited,  to  order  a 
court     martial,     their    Lordihips 
command   me   to  acquaint    you, 
that  they  know  of  no  inftance  in 
which  the   Board  of  Admiralty, 
upon  receiving  a  fpecihx  charge  of 
fuch  a  nature,  figned  by  an  officer 
of  rank  ferving  under  the  party 
accufed,    and  accompanied  with 
a  requeit  for  the  aflembling  a  court 
martial  thereupon,   have  delayed 
coming   to  a   refolution  to  order 
one,  nor  would  they  have  thought 
themfelves  juftified,  if  they   had 
hefitated  to  take  the  neceflary  fteps 
for  bringing  the  matter  to  an  early 
and  legal  decifion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  moll  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Ph.  Stephens. 
Honble,  Admiral  Keppel,  town. 

Audley-fquare,  \6tJ?Dec,  1778, 

SIR, 

My   counfel   having  informed 

me,  that  before  they  can  give  the 

beft  advice  in    their  power  upon 

the  charge  of  Sir  Hugh  Palhfer,  it 


will  be  neceffary  for  them  to  fee 
the  whole  of  my  inftru&ions  and 
correfpondence  with  you;  and 
that  it  may  be  neceflary  to  pro- 
duce the  whole  or  part  of  them, 
before  the  court  martial,  I  defire 
you  will  acquaint  the  Lords  Com- 
miflioners of  the  Admiralty  there- 
with. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

Ph.  Stephens,  Eff. 

Mr.  Stephens's  letter  in  anfwer  to 
mine  of  the  16th. 

Admiralty -o&ce,  \%tbD$c.  177$. 

SIR, 
I  received,  and  loft  no  time  i* 
laying   before    my  Lords    Com- 
raimoners  of  the  Admiralty,  your 
letter  of  the  16th  ipftant,  refped- 
ing  the  communication  of  your 
inlruftions,    and   correfpondenca 
with  me,    to  your  counfel,  and; 
perhaps  to  the  court  martial  that 
is  to  be  aflembled  for  your  trial. 
I  was  in  hopes  I  {hould  have  been* 
enabled  by  this  time  to  have  fent 
you  their  Lordfhips  anfwer  thereto  ; 
but  as  the  inftru&ions  to  which 
you  allude  are  of  a  very  fecret  na- 
ture, and  were  given  in  purfuance 
of  his  Majefty's  commands,  figni- 
fied  by  one  of  his  Principal  Se- 
cretaries of  State,, it  is  neceflary 
that  their  Lordfhips  (hould  receive 
his  Majefty's  farther  commands, 
before    they  can   with    propriety 
give   you  a   full  anfwer  to  your 
letter.     Their  Lordfhips  are  per- 
fuadcd  in  the  mean  time  you  will 
not  communicate  thofe  inftru&ions 
to  any  perfon   whatfoever  ;    and 
they  command  me  to  aflure  you, 
that  you  (hall  have  their  farther 

anfwer 
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fcnfwer  with  as  little  delay  as  pof- 
fible. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Ph.  Stephens* 
Hon.  Admiral  Kef  pel,  London, 

Letter  from  Ph.  Stephens,  Efq; 
in  farther  anfwer  to  mine  of  the 
16th. 

Admiralty-office,  zift  Dec.  1778. 

SIR, 
My  Lords  Com  mi  fli  oners  of  the 
Admiralty  having  acquainted  Lord 
Vifcount  Weymouth,  hisMajefty's 
Principal  Secretary  of  State,  with 
your    having    been  informed   by 
your    connfel,    that    before  they 
could  give  you  the  bed  advice  in 
their  power  upon  the  charge  of 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,    it  would  be 
necefTary  for  them  to  fee  the  whole 
of  your  inftru&ionsj   and  corre- 
fpondence with  this  office;   and 
that  it  might  be  necefTary  to  pro- 
duce the  whole  or  part  of  them  at 
the  court  martial ;  and  my  Lords 
having  at  the  fame  time  defired  his 
Lordfhip   to  fignify  his  Majefty's 
commands  with   refped  thereto; 
his  Lordfhip  has  in  return  inform- 
ed them,  that  it  is  his  Majeiry's 
ple^fure    they   fhould    fignify   to 
you,  that  you  muft  be  fenuble  that 
there  are  parts  of  your  inftru&ions 
which  cannot  be  divulged  without 
great  detriment  to  the  it  a  re.    I  am 
commanded    by    their    Lordfhips 
to  fignify  the  fame  to  you  accord- 
ingly, and  to  inform  you,  in  fur- 
ther anfwer  to  your  letter  of  the 
16th  init.  that  they  cannot  con- 
fen  t  that  the  whole  of  your  faid 
inftructions,    and    the   correfpon- 
dtnee   above    mentioned,    fhould 
be  laid  before  your  counfel,  or  be 


produced  at  the  court  martial  f 
but  if  you  will    point    out   any 
parts  of   the  faid  inftru&ions  or 
correfpondence  which  in  your  opi- 
nion have  any  relation  to  the  ope- 
rations of  the  fleet  on  the  27  th 
and  28th  of  July  laft,  you  will  be 
permitted  to  make  ufe  of  them  in 
the  manner  you  defire,  if  there 
fhall  appear  to  be  no  objections  of 
the  nature  above  mentioned. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  regard, 
Sir, 
Your  moll  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Ph.  Stephens; 
Hon.  Augkfiui  Keppek 

Audlej-fquare,  Dec.  23,   1778. 
SIR, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of 
the  21ft  inftant,  in  >vhich  you  in- 
form me,  that  the  Lords  Com- 
miffi oners  of  the  Admiralty  had 
acquainted  Lord  Weymouth,  one 
of  his  Majefty's  Principal  Secre- 
taries of  State,  with  the  contents 
of  my  letter  to. you  of  the  16th; 
That  his  Lordfhip  has  in  return 
informed  them,  €i  "That  it  is  hi*- 
"  Majefty's  pleafure  they  fhould 
"  fignify  to  me,   that  I  mail  be 
"  fenfible  there  are  parts  of  my 
"  inftru&ions   which    cannot    be 
"  divulged   without  great  detri- 
"  ment  to  the  flate,  and  that  the 
"  Lords    Gommiffioners    of   the 
"  Admiralty  had  ordered  you  to 
"  inform  me,    that  they  cannot 
"  confent  that  the  whole  of  my, 
€€  inftrudions  and  correfpondence 
*'  with  you  fhould  be  laid  before 
"  my  counfel,  or  be  produced  at 
€t  the  court  martial  j  but  that  if 
"  I  will  point  out  any  parts  .of 
"  the  faid  inftru&ions  or  corre- 
"  fpondence  which  in  my  opinion 
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**  has  any  relation  to  the  opera- 
*'  tion  of  the  fleet  on  the  27th 
"  and  2*th  of  July  laft,  I  lhall  be" 
€€  permitted  to  make  ufe  of  them 
*'  in  the  manner  I  defire,  if  there 
i(  be  no  objection  of  the  nature 
€€  above. mentioned*"    ' 

I  am  alfo  tp  acknowledge  the  re* 
ceipt  of  your  letter  of  the  iSth,  in 
which  yon  informed  me.  tf  That 
"  it  was  neceflary  their  Lordlhips 
*'•  mould     receive    his    Majefty's 
<c  farther  commands,  before  they 
X€  could,  with  propriety  give  me 
*'  a  full  anfwer  to  my  letter ;  ancf 
"  that  their  Lordfhips  were  per- 
"  fuaded   that  in  the  mean  time 
"  I  would  not  communicate  thofe 
"  inftr  unions  to  any  perfon  what- 
"  foever."     In  anfwer  to  which, 
I   muft  defire  you  will   acquaint 
their    Lordfliips,    that  I    neither 
have  made,  nor  will  make4  any* 
unnecefTary  communications  of  my 
inftructions  5     nor  are   even    my 
counfel  yet  apprised  of  any  part 
of  them.     But  in  anfwer  to  your 
letter  of:tbc  21ft,  I   muft  beg  of 
you   to    inform    their   Lordfhips, 
that  they  have  totally  mifunder- 
ftood   my  letter  of  the    i6th,   if 
they  imagined  that,  when  put  up- 
on my  trial  for  the  defence  of  my 
life  and  honour,  I  could  think  of 
afking  any  permiflion   to  produce 
before  the  court  which  is  to  try 
me,  any  circumftance  which,   in 
my  own  opinion  or  that  of  my 
counfel,  may   in    any   degree   be 
ufeful  for  my  defence.     No,  Sir  ; 
my  letter  of  the   16th  was  not  to 
aflc  leave  to  do  what  by  every  rule 
of  juftice  is  my  right.     In  refpe& 
to  the  laft  paragraph  of  your  letter 
of  the   24th,    "  That  if  I  will 
"  point  out  any  parts  of  fuch  in- 
"  ftru&ions     or      correfpondence 
'<  which  in  my  opinion  has  any 
Vol.  XXII. 


"  relation  to  the  operations  of  the 
"  fleet  on  the%27th  and  28th  of 
4€  Juty  teft,  I  ihalJ  be  permitted 
"  to  make  ufe  of  them  in  the 
"  manner  I  defiVe,  if  there  (hatt 
" "  appear  bo  objections  of  the  na> 
*.'  ture  above  mentioned ;"  I  can 
only  fay/ that  I  conceive  that  rriy 
instructions,  "  and  every  part  of 
them,  muft  neceffarily  have  rela* 
tion  to  the  operation  of  the  fleet 
on  the  27th  and  28th  of  July  laft, 
and  on  every  day  it  was  a  ding 
under  my  command,  and  that  I 
was  4&ing  under  thofe  inflate* 
tions.  As  to  my  pointing  out  the 
particular  parts  Which  I  conceive 
may  be  moft  ufeful  to  me,  and 
opening  my  defence  to  that  Board 
of  whofe  conduct  towards  me  in  ' 
this-bufinefs  I  Jiave  reafon  to  com- 
plain, where  the  accufations  a* 
►gainft  me  originated,  and  where 
my  accufer  has  a  feat,  it  cartfiot 
on  reflection  be  expected  ;  nOr  cai  * 
I  believe  their  Lordlhips  intend, 
that  when  they  put  me  on  my  trial 
they  are  to  limit  me  by  their  dis- 
cretion in  the  ufe  of  fuch  means 
as  I  may  think  expedient  for  my 
defence,  and  that  they  propofe  to 
diftrefs  me  by  fuch  an  alternative* 
as  that  I  muft  neceftariiy  (accord- 
ing to  their'  ft  ate  men  t)  either 
bring  detriment  on  the  (late,  or 
prej  udice  to  my  own  j  unification* 
lam,  Sir,  i-J 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

A.  K. 

Pb>  Stephens,  Eft, 

Avdl*y-f quart,  Dec.  26,  177&* 
SIR, 
I  received  yefterday  your  letter 
of  the  24th,  in  anfwer  to  mine  to 
you  of  the  fame  day,  infbrniing 
me,  that  in  addition  to  what  is 
mentioned  in  your  lejcttr  bj/the 

pi       m 
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izth  in  flan  t  concerning  the  atten- 
dance of  Captain  Wind  for,  and 
the  firft  lieutenant  of  his  Majefty's 
late  fhip  Fox,  at  the  court  martial 
to  be  held  for  my  trial  on  the  7th 
of  next  month,  that  their  Lord- 
fliips,  on  the  fame  day,  de fired 
Lord  Weymouth,  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  to  take  fuch  meafures  as 
fhould  appear  to  him  to  be  proper 
for  procuring  their  appearance  at 
the  time  afore  -  mentioned  ;  and 
further  to  inform  me  it  is  not  their 
Lordfhips  intention  that  the  court 
fhould  fit  until  the  effects  of  the. 
afore -mentioned  application  is 
known. 

This  information  leads  me  to 
apprehend;  a  pofllbility  of  the  en- 
quiry being  put  off;  and  any  de- 
lay, I  much  fear,  will  be  produc- 
tive of  ferious  detriment  to  my 
country,  in  the  detaining  fo  many 
other  officers  from  the  public  fer- 
vice. — From  this  confideration  I 
remain  of  opinion,  that  the  evw 
dence  of  Captain  Windfor  and  of 
liis  lieutenant  may  be  material  at 
the  trial :  I  mult  repeat  what  I 
wrote  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the 
nth  inftant,  that  from  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  return  of  thofe  gen- 
tlemen to  England,  it  is  my  with 
hot  to  have  the  court  martial  put 
off  on  that  account. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

A.  K. 

Pb,  Stephens,  'Efyi 

Ph.  Stephens,  Efq;  in  anlWer  to 
mine  of. the  23d. 

Admiralty-office,  zjth  Dec.  177?. 
S  I  &, 
1  .  Having  laid  before  my  Lords 
Xcxhmiffioners  of  the  Admiralty 


your  letter  of  the  '  23d  inftant  j 
their  Lordfhips,  in  anfwer  to  that 
part  of  it  which  relates  to  the 
accufation  againft  you,  command 
me  to  inform  you,  that  the  accuf- 
ation did  not  originate  from  their 
Board,  but  from  Sir  Hugh  Pal  li- 
fer, whofe  attendance  there  has 
been  difpenfed  with  ever  fince. 

Their  Lordfhips  having  already 
communicated  to  you  his  Majef- 
ty's pleafure  with  regard  to  your 
fecret  inftructions,  cannot  think  ic 
necefTary  to  fay  any  thing  further 
to  you  upon  that  fubject. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

P».  Stephens* 

Honble.  Augufius  Keppel, 
Admiral  of  tie  Blue,  fcf*. 

Admiralty -office,  27  Dec.  1 77  8. 
S  I  R, 

Vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
having,  in  his  letter  of  yefterday's 
date,  acquainted:  my  Lords  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that, 
as  the  witnefles  will  be  aflembled 
at  your  trial,  he  fhall  be  ready, 
?s  foon  as  that  trial  is  over,  ta 
vindicate  his  own  conduct  and 
behaviour  on  the  27th  of  July, 
1778  ;  and  he  having  therefore 
defired  that  their  Lordfhips  wilt 
be  pleafed  to  require  vow  to  give 
in  your  charge  as  foon  as  may  be, 
if  you  have  any  to  make  againft 
him  ;  1  am  commanded  by  their 
Lordfhips  to  fend  you  herewith  a 
copy  of  the  faid  letter,  and  to 
fignify  their  direction,  that  if  you 
have  any  thing  to  charge  again  ft 
the  conduct  of  Vice-admiral  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer*  you.  do  tranfmit 

the 
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the  fame  to  their  Lordfhips  as  foon    charge  as  foon  as  may  be*   if  1 

as  may  be.  have  any  to  make  againft  him  ; 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  in  confequence  of  which*    theif 

Sir,  Lordihips  are  pleafed  to  dire&* 

Your  molt  obedient*  that  if  I  have  any  thing  td  cbargd 

humble  fervant,  againft  the  conduft  of  Sir  Huga 

Ph.  Stephens.  Pallifer^I  do  tranfmit  the  fame  CO. 

tionhie*  Admiral  KepptL  their  Lord  (hips. 

I  defire  you  will  exprefs  tb  the 

Admiralty i  %6  Dec.  1778.  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Ad- 

S  I  R;  miralty  my  great  furprize  at  the  ' 

As  the  witnefTes  will  be  aflera-  contents  of  thefe  letters;     I  learn, 

bled  at  the  trial  of  the  Honour*  by  another  letter  you  have  favour* 

able  Admiral  Keppelj  I  beg  leave  «d  me  with  of  the  fame  date,  that 

to  acquaint  the  Lords  Gommif-  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  .attendance  .at 

fioners  of  the  Admiralty,   that  I  the  Board  has  been  difpenfed  with 

fhall  be  ready*   Co  foon  as  that  ever  fince  he  exhibited  his  charge 

trial  is  over*  to  vindicate  my  own  againft  nie*    He  appears  to  me* 

conduct  and    behaviour   on    the  however,  to  think  that  he  has  loft 

27th  of  July,   1778:   I  therefore  no  part  of  his  weight  and  influ- 

defire    their    Lordfhips     will    be  ence  at  the  Board,  when  he  pre* 

pleafed  to  require  Admiral  Keppel  fumes  to  defire  their  Lordihips  to 

to  give  in  his  charge  as  foon  as  require  me,  in  my  prefent  iitaa-    ♦ 

may  be,  if  he  has  any  to  make  tion*  to  employ  a  thought  about 

againft  me.  him,  in  any  Other  character  than 

lam,  Sir;  as  the  author  of  that  charge ;  and* 

Your  moft  obedient,  for  the  prefent  at  lead,  I  ma  ft  be 

humble  fervant,  excufed  in  declining  to  give  any 

Huoh  Pallisbr*  other  anfwer  to  your  letter* 

Ph.  Stephens,  E/q.  .    I  am,  Sir* 

Your  humble  fervant, 
Audley-fyuare,  Sunday  afternoon^  A*  K+ 

27  Dec.  1778.  Ph.  Stephens,  Eft. 
SIR, 
t  have  to  acknowledge  the  re-  Audley-ftuan,  2d  Jan.  1779* 

ceipt  of  your  letter  of  this  day's  SIR, 

date,  inclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter        The  Provoft  Marfhal*  who  was 

from  Sir  Hugh  Palliferj  acquaint-  directed  by  the  Lords  Commif- 

ing  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  il oners  of  the  Admiralty  tb  take 

the  Admiralty,  that  as   the  wit-  me  ill  to  his  cuftody*  informed  me* 

nefles  will   be   a  fie  m  bled  at   my  that,   as  their  Lordfhips  do  .no** 

trial,  he  (hall  be  ready,  as  foon  mean  to  give  me  unnecefTary  trou-  , 

as  that  trial  is  over,  to  vindicate  ble,  he  was  permitted  to  take  my 

his  own  condudt  and  behaviour  on  word  of  honour  for  my  appearance 

the  27th  of  July,  and  defiring  that  at  Portfmouth  on  the  7th  of  this 

their  Lordfhips  would  be  pleafed  month ;    I  have  given    him  my 

to   require  me    to    give   in  my  word  of  honour  accordingly,  and 

it]*      , 
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am  this  day  Jetting  out  upon  my 
journey  thither,  or  which  I  defire 
you  will  inform  their  Lordfhips. — 

And  like  wife  that  you  will  ac- 
quaint them,  I  beg  to  be  inform- 
ed whether  the  flag  officers  of  the 
fleet  who  were  commanding  at  the 
Nore,  in  the  Downs,  and  at  Ply- 
mouth, at  the  time  their  Lord- 
fhips  received  the  charge  again  ft 
me,  have  all  of  them  been  chofen 
by  their  Lord  (hips  to  be  at  Portf- 
mouth,  in  a  iituation  to  fit  at  my 
trial. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

A.  Keppel. 
Ph.  Stephens,  Efq. 

P or tf mouthy  ^th  Jan.  1 779. 

SIR, 
I  made  an  early  application  to 
the  Lords  Commiilioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  after  being  acquainted 
by  Mr.  Secretary  Stephens,  that 
their  Lord  (hips  intended  that  a 
court  martial  mould  be  held  for 
trying  me  on  a  charge  of  mifcori- 
du£  and  negledl  of  duty  on  the 
27th  and  28th  of  July  laft,  exhi- 
bited againft  me  by  Vice-admiral 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  that  the  cap- 
tains of  the  King's  fhips  ferving  in 
the  fleet  under  my  command  on 
the  27th  of  July,  might  be  fum- 
moned, and  likewife  other  officers : 
and  fince  having  notice  given  me, 
that  the  court  martial  is  ordered 
to  be  affembled  for  irry  trial  on 
Thurfday  the  feventh  inftant,  and 
that  you  are  to  act  in  your  office 
as  Judge  Advocate  at  the  faid 
trial ;  I  therefore  think  it  proper 
to  acquaint  you,  that  I  defire  the 
witneftes  whofe  names  are  infer  ted 
in  the  lift  that  accompanies  this, 


may  be  fummoned  to  attend  to 
give  their  evidence  before  the 
court.  Others  that  occur  to  me, 
that  I  may  have  occaiion  to  call 
for,  I  will  tranfmit  to  you  their 
names  in  time,  as  I  may  judge 
their  evidence  material  or  necef- 
fary.-^-You  will  obferve  in  the  lift 
of  witnefles  the  names  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Captain  Windfor  and 
Lieutenant  Bertie,  late  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  (hip  the  Fox. — Mr.  Secre- 
tary Stephens  has  acquainted  me, 
in  confequence  of  my  application 
to  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  ttye 
Admiralty,  that  they  have  defired 
Lord  Weymouth,  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
to  take  fuch  meafures  as  mould 
appear  to  him  to  be  proper  for 
procuring  their  appearance  at  my 
trial. — Though  the  evidence  of 
thofe  gentlemen  may  be  material, 
I  have  informed  their  Lordfhips, 
through  Mr.  Stephens,  that  mould 
they  not  arrive  by  the  day  fixed 
for  the  aflembling  the  court  mar- 
tial, I  do  not  defire  it  may  be  put 
off  on  that  account ;  however,  I 
fhall  be  glad  to  know  from  you, 
Sir,  the  refult  of  the  meafures 
taken  for  their  return  to  England, 
and  if  they  are  likely  to  be  here 
by  the  7th  inftant. — I  beg  like- 
wife  to  be  informed  if  there  is  any 
obje&ion  to  the  captains  fitting  as 
members  of  the  court  martial  to* 
be  held  for  my  trial,  who  have 
been  fummoned  as  witnefles  either 
by  me  or  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humWe  fervant, 

A.  Ke*pel. 

George  jfackfin,  E/qm 
Judge  AJvacate. 

Ph. 
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Ph.  Stephens,  Efq;  in  anfwcr  to    Extract  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Hogh 


mine  of  the  2d. 

Admiralty-office,  /\lb  Jan.  1779. 

SIR, 
I  have  communicated  to  my 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty your  letter  of  the  2d  inftant, 
acquainting  them,  that  you  have 
given  your  word  of  honour  to  the 
Provoft  Marfhal  to  be  at  Ports- 
mouth on  the  7th  initant,  at  the 
court  martial  to  be  held  for  your 
trial ;  you  was  about  to  fet  out  for 
that  place,  and  defiring  to  be  in- 
formed, whether  the  flag  officers 
who  were  commanding  at  the 
Nore,  in  the  Downs,  and  at  Ply- 
mouth, at  the  fame  time  their  lord- 
fhips  received  the  charge  againft 
you,  have  all  of  them  been  chofen 
by  their  lordlhips  to  be  at  Portf- 
mouth  in  a  fituation  to  fit  at  your 
trial ;  and  t  am  in  return  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  their  lordfhips 
have  ordered  the  flag  officers  who 
were  commanding  at  the  above 
mentioned  places,  at  the  time  they 
received  the  charge  againft  you, 
to  repair  immediately  to  Portf- 
lrumth,  and  hoift  their  flags.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 

humble  fervant, 
Ph.  Stephens. 
Hon.  Admiral  Kef  pel,  Port/mouth. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Hagh 
Pallifer  to  Admiral  Keppel, 
dated  Formidable,  at  fea,  9th 
of  October,  1778. 

"  Thefe  prizes  coming  in  our 
way  are  not  unacceptable,  but 
I  know  you  would  rather  meet 
the  French  fleet. 
'*  I  am,  with  thegreateft  re- 
gard and  reipect,   dear 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant, 
*'  Hugh  Paluser." 


ft 


t< 


4$ 
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ft 
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Pallifer  to  Admiral  Keppel,  dated 
failmall,  3d  Nov.  1778. 


t€ 


I  think  myfelf  much  in  titled, 
to  have  my  conduct  on  the  day 
we  engaged  the  French   fleet 

'  juftified  by  yon,  Sir,  as  com- 
mander in  chief,  from  thofe 
foal  afperfidns,  that  I  confbfi  £ 
have  been  expecting  your  ofier 
to  do  it ;  I  have  waited  for 
your  coming  to  town  to  afk 
it;  being  now  informed  of 
your  arrival,  I  lofe  no  time 
in  defiring  you  will  contradict 
thofe  fcandalous  report*  that 
have  been  propagated  as  afort~ 
mentioned,  by  pu  blifhingin  yo*r 
own  name  the  inclofed  paper, 

"  which  I  have  the  honour  to  in* 

"  clofe  herewith,  or  fomething  t» 
that  effect  that  may  be  more 
agreeable  to  ydu,  and  as  may 
be  agreed  on,  if  you  will  per- 

"  mit  me  the  honour  to  wait  on 
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you  to-morrow  morning. 
"  I  muft  beg  the  favour  of  your 
fpeedy  anfwer,  that  my  honour 
and  reputation  may  not  be,  far* 
ther  wounded  by  delays. 
"  I  am  very  refpectfully, 
"  Sir, 
"  Your  very  obedient, 
"  humble  fervant, 
"  Hugh  Pallise*," 
7*o  the  Honourable 
Admiral  Keppel,  13c. 


"  Having  feen  a  paragraph  in 
the-  Morning  Intelligencer  of 
the  5  th  of  laft  month,  higjjly 
reflecting  oh  the  conduct  of 
vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifip, 
on  the  27th  of  July  laft,  when 
the  fleet  under  my  command 
engaged  the  French  fleet ;  and 
the  vice-admiral  having  inform- 
ed me,  that  reports  to  the  fame 
[T]  3  "  purpoft 
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"  purpofe  have  been  propagated    its  trade,  and  maintaining  the  ho~ 
4 '  by  fome  of  the  officers  of  the    nour  of  the  Britifh  flag,  exprefTed 

in  the  fulled  and  highefl  fenfe  of 
applaufe. 

No  private  voice  can  add  to  fo 
fplendid  an  encomium  :  —  permit 
me,  however,  to  congratulate  you 
on  this  diftinguifhing  mark  of  ap- 
probation, which  a  grateful  coun- 
try confers  on  your  seal  and  merit 
in  the  ferviceof  the  public. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
Thurlow, 
Ormond-ftreet,  16  Feb. 

_         1779- 

To  the  Hon.  Adm.  KepfeL 


4€  Victory;  I  think  it  neceflary, 
"  in  juflice  to  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
"  to  publifh  to  the  world,  that 
"  his  conduct  on  that  day  was  in 
*'  every  refpect  proper,  and  be- 
49  coming  a  good  officer;  and  I 
**  further  declare,  that  when  I 
4t  made  the  fignal  in  the  evening 
for  the  fhips  to  windward  to 
bear  down  into  my  wake,  and 
afterwards  for  particular  fhips 
of  Sir  Hugh's  divifion  to  do  fo ; 
4t  he  repeated  thofe  fignals  pro- 
"  perly,  and  that  the  calling  his 
*'  and  vice-admiral  Sir  Robert 
Harland's  divifion  into  my  wake 
in  the  evening,  was  not  for  the 
*€  purpofe  of  renewing  the  battle 
*'  at  that  time,  but  to  be  in  readi- 
nefs  for  it  in  the  morning ;  that, 
in  obedience  to  the  faid  fignals, 
fuch  of  the  fhips  of  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer's  divifion  as  were  in 
*'  condition  for  it,  did  immediate- 
ly bear  down,  as  did  the  reft  fo 
foon  as  they  were  able  ;  fo  that 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  and  his  whole 
divifion  were  all  in  my  wake 
accordingly  the  next  morning 
before  day-light,  ready  for  en- 
gaging." 


*t 
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Die  Marti s,   16  Februarii,  1779. 

Ordered,  nemine  Dijfentiente,  by 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal 
in  Parliament  afTembled,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to 
the  Hon.  Admiral  Aguftus  Keppel, 
for  his  diftinguifhed  courage,  coif- 
duct  and  ability  in  defending  this 
kingdom  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
fummer,  effectually  protecting  its 
trade,  as  far  as  his  command  ex- 
tended, and  more  particularly  for 
his  having  glorioufly  upheld  the 
'"  honour  of  the  Britifh  flag  on  the 

Votes  of  Thanks  of  the  t<wo  Houfes  of  27th  ,an<*  2*tlL  °f  JuIv  ,aft5  and 
Parliament,  and  of  the  City  of  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  do  caufe 
London,    to    the  Hon.   Admiral    the  fame  to  be  tranfmittfl  to  the, 
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At 
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I 

Hi 


Auguflus  Keppel. 

(COPY) 

SIR, 
have  the  fatisfadtion    to  have 
received  the  commands  of  the 


faid  admiral. 

ASHLEY  COWPER, 

Cler.  Parliamentor. 

1 

My  Lord, 
The   very   diftinguifhed    notice 


oufe  of  Lords,  nemine  Dijfenticnte^  which  the  Houfe  of  Lords  has  been 

to  tranfmit  to  you  the  thanks  of  pleafed  to  take  of  my  fervices  in 

their  lord  fhips  for  your  conduct  in  the   courfe  of  the    laft    fummer, 

defending  this  kingdom,  protecting  confers  on  me  the  higheft  honour  ; 

the 
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the  advantages  'which  their  lord- 
ships have  thought  worthy  of  their 
thanks,  are  due  to  God's  bleffing, 
to  the  gallant  behaviour  of  many 
great  and  able  officers  who  .have 
lerved  in  the  fleet,  and  to  the  bra- 
very of  the  feamen.  I  can  only 
fay;  that  the  wanneft  gratitude  for 
this  great  honour  and  favour  will 
make  me  ever  defirous  of  meriting 
it  by  the  moft  ftrenuous  endeavours 
to  ferve  my  country, 

I  beg  leave  to  return  your  lord* 
lhip  my  beft  thanks  for  the  flatter? 
ing  and  polite  manner  in  which  you 


their  thanks  to  he  given  to  you  3 
an  honour  never  conferred  but 
.upon  extraordinary  merit  ;"*  which 
thanks  it  is  my  duty  to  communi- 
cate to  you  in  your'  place. 

After  having  fat  to  long  in  this 
chair,  I  hope  it  is  iinneceflary  to 
declare,  that  I  have  been  always 
happy  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
Houiej  and  I  have  now  a  partir 
cular  fatisfaction  in  that  obedience^ 
—-Indeed,  every  generous  mind 
mull  feel  fatisfadhon,  when  the 
day  of  honourable  acquittal  fucT 
ce$ds  to  the  day  of  fevere  trial; 


have  been  pleafed  to  communicate    and  this  pleafure  Was,  I  belieVe^ 


to  me  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  much  refpect, 
Your  lordfhip's  moft  obedient, 
and  very  humble  ferv&nt, 
A.  Keppbl: 
Audley  ^Square  t 
Feb.  17,  1779. 
To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Tburlvw, 
Lord  Chancellor. 

(COPY) 
Jo<vis  180  Die  Fehruarii^  IJJQ* 

Admiral  Keppel  being  come  to 
the  Houfe ;  Mr.  Speaker  acquaint- 
ed him,  that  the  Houfe  had,  on 
the  1 2th  inftant,  ordered  that  the 
thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to 
him,  lor  his  diftinguiftied  courage, 
conduct,  and  ability,  in  defending 
this  kingdom  in  the  courfe  of  the 


never  more  general,  nor  more  fin* 
oere#  than  upon  the  prefent  ticca? 
fieri. 

■  Yoir,  Shy  was  called  by  your 
Sovereign,  with  the  approbation, 
of  all  defcriptious  of  men,  parti* 
cularly  thofe of  your  own  profef&on, 
to  a  ftation  of  the  uttrioft  difficulty** 
and  of  the  higheft  importance. 
The  fafety  of  this  country,  and 
the  honour  of  the  Britifh  flag,  were 
traded  in  your  hands,  when  the 
enemy  Was  .  expected  upon  our 
coaft;  and,  notwithftanding  the 
moft  able  difcharge  of  this  great 
and  momentous  truft,  you  was  ac- ' 
cufed  of  mifconduct  and  neglect  of 
duty,.  But,  after  a  very  long  and 
full  inveftigation,  by  men  in  every! 
refpect  the  beft  qualified  to  judge, 
thai  charge  appeared   to  be  Ul- 


inis  Kinguum  in  ,«C  counc  ox  <oc  nded  -^  milicious .  md  your 
laft  fummer,  equally  protecting  fudges  ^^ '  unaaimoufly  and  ho- 
lts trade,  a«d  more  particularly  '  *tW  a  ittcd  you;  and  have 
for  his  having  glonoufly  upheld  the  fnrthw  7addJi    that  your  condua 


honour  of  the  Britifh  flag  on  the 
27th  and  28th  of  July  laft;  and 
Mr.  Speaker  gave  him  the  thanks 
of  the  Houfe  accordingly,  as  foU 
loweth,  «w*. 

Admiral  Keppel, 
This  Houfe  have  done  you  the 
difting uifhed  honour  of  ordering 


on  the  27th  and  *8ch  days  of  July 
laft,  was  thai  of  a  judicious,  brave, 
and  experienced  officer.  Surely 
then  it  cannot  be  matter  of  furprize 
chat  extraordinary  marks  of  refpect 
and  etleem  are  (hewn  to  fuch  a 
character.  We  now  know  with 
certainty  that  our  confidence  in 
[T]  4  you 


% 
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you  was  not  mifplaced ;  and  we 
entertain  a  well  -  grounded  hope 
that  there  (till  remain  amongft  the 
naval  officers  talents  and  abilities 
fuliy  equal  to  this  dangerous  crifis. 
Amidft  this  general  joy,  I  can- 
not help  repeating  the  Angular 
pleafure  which  I  feel  in  giving  you 
the  thanks  of  this  Houfe,  which  I 
now  do,  for  your  diftinguifhed 
courage,  condudl,  and  ability,  in 
defending  this  kingdom  in  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  fummer,  effec- 
tually protecting  its  trade,  and  more 
particularly  for  your  having  glo- 
rioufly  upheld  the  honour tof  the 
Britim  flag  on  the  27th  and  28th 
©f  July  laft. 

Upon  which  Admiral   Keppel 

faid, 

< 

Mr.  Speaker, 

It  is  impoflible,  by  any  expreffions 
I  can  ufe,  to  do  juftice  to  my  feel- 
ings of  gratitude  to  the  Houfe,  for 
the  honour  they  have  done  me  by 
their  approbation  of  my  conduct. 

The  good  opinion  of  my  fellow 
citizen?,  exprefled  by  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  nation,  cannot 
but  be  received  by  me  as  a  moll 
acceptable  addition  to  the  fatis- 
faftion  I  felc  in  the  recent  fentence, 
to  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to 
allude,  of  a  court  martial ;  the  re- 
sult of  a  full  and  deliberate  inqui- 
ry, expreffive  of  their  fentiments 
of  the  fubjett  referred  to  their  ex- 
amination, in  terms  equally  ho- 
nourable to  themfelves  and  to  me. 

The  pJeafure  I  feel  at  .this  mo- 
ment is  not  a  little  heightened  by 
the  unavoidable  recollection  of  the 
very  different  emotions  I  felt  when 
I  was  laft  in  this  Houfe,  and  in 
this  place. 

T  fhould  be  guilty  of  great  inr 
juftice,  if,  on  an  cccafica  like  the. 
6 


prefent,  I  neglected  to  inform  this 
Houfe,  that  my  efforts  for  the  pub* 
lie  fervice,  in  the  in  (lances  in 
which  the  Houfe. has  been  pleafed 
to  diftinguifh  them,  were  moft 
zealoufly  feconded  by  many  as  gal-, 
lant  and  able  oncers  as  the  navy 
of  England  ever  produced ;  to 
whofe  attention  and  fpirit,  next  to 
the  divine  providence,  the  fuccefs 
of  thefe  efforts  ought  to  be  in  3. 
great  meafure  afcribecj. 

I  cannot  fit  down  without  return* 
ing  to  you,  Sir,  perfonajly,  my 
particular  thanks,  for  the  very 
obliging  terms  in  which  you  have 
executed  the  commands  of  the 
Houfe. 


■**• 


.  On  Saturday  the  20th  of  Feb. 
the  committee  appointed  to  prefent 
Admiral  Keppel  with  the  freedom 
of  the  city,  having  waited  on  him 
at  his  houfe ;  Mr.  Croiby,  the  (se- 
nior alderman,  addreffed  him  in 
the  following  manner  2 

-cc  Admiral  JCeppel, 

"  The  citizens  of  London,  a- 
midft  the  acclamations  of  a  grate- 
ful people,  beg*  leave  to  exprefs 
their  joy  on  your  honourable  ac* 
quittal  from  a  very  heavy  and  fe- 
vere  charge  of  negleft  and  mifcon-r 
du&  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  July 
laft;  a  charge  which  appeared  on 
your  trial  to  be  ill-founded  and 
malicious. 

ft  The  committee,  Sir,  who  now 
have  the  honour  to  wait  on  you  by 
order  of  the  lord -mayor,  aldermen, 
and  commons  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, in  common  council  aflem- 
bled,  are  happy  in  this  oppor- 
tunity .to  teftify  their  approba- 
tion of  your  conduct  in  the  many 
fignal  fervices  done  to  yotfr  coun- 
try. 

"I 
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"  I  think.   Sir,  I   cannot    ex-  very   high    refpect  and    graritoda 

Erefc  their  fentiraents.  better,. than  which  the  member*  of  this  court 

y  reading  to  you  the  unanimous)  entertain  of  his  long  and  faithfol 

refolutions  of  the  court  of  common  fervicea  to  his  country.  . 

council."  R  I  X. 

Plurobe,  Mayor.  .    Admiral  Keppel's  m(mr.  „ 

Rffiii/uf  unanitr.oufy, ..That   th,e  "  I,  receive,   with  tba 


thanks  of  this  court  'be  given  to  fen^:  of  gratitude,  to*  if  prohmun 

the  Honourable  Auguftus  Keppel,  which  the  city  of  London  has  been, 

admiral  of  the  blue,  for  his,  long  pleaied  to  ihew  of  my  endeavours 

and  faithful  Services  to  this,  counT  to-  ferjre  my  King  and    country. 

try;  for  his  ready  acceptance,,  at  The .cpnJHtuuonai  7eal  which  this 

the  call  of  his  Sovereign,  of  the  great  city  has  ever  teftified  for  the  - 

important  charge  of  cojnmander.o^  fiberucj  of s  this  kingdom,  and  for 

the  Britifh  fleet  in  time  of  unin|r  the  fucceffioninhis  Majefty's  Royal 

hent  danger;  for  tie  anxious  at-  Houfe,  render* every  mark  of  their 

tendon  that  appears  in  every  in-  regard  a  very  high  hwnour.    lam 

fiance  ofhis  conduct.,  [o  thefafety  happy,  that  the  carqofmanyexcet.. 

of  this  country  ;  for  his  judicious,  jent  officers  and  brase  U»n*ea,-*iB> 

able,    and   fpiri ted  .behaviour  on  der  my  command  lafl  Rummer,  Jin 

the  27th  of  July'laft,  in- his  'attack  ccuitrSinted.to  the  prefervatioa  rf 

on  the  French  fleet;  for  Mi  gib-  their  'trade,, which,  make* (a  tyrgo 

rious  and  gallant  efforts  to  renew  ^BW  .of  the  national, ioBneA.,'"?  -■*■ 

the  engagement  in  the  afternoon  ...  ^-J ,-  - , ;     ■  -;-  --a  r  ■.'•;.:."*  ■ 

of  that  day ;  efforts  rendered  un,  ".%*'  .'■  "■  '    •'  (..  .;,-'." T^1" 

fuccefsful  through  the  want  of  obe-  Extraa  *fa  Luatfim  Liiutenma. 
dience  to  his  orders  T>y  the  vice-  GtmnJ  Bnrgoyne  u  Ul  Ctnfti'. 
admiral  of  the  blue;  for  the  great  t*mi,,  *p,n  bir  tm*Rtfig*«i»*i 
protection  given  by  him  to  our  ,*,;,£  &  C«r/>«W  town 
trade  to  which  entirely  we  arein-  bim-andtbtStcretariMtfWmr.T*. 
debted  for  the  fafe  arrival  of  ttw        farm ta  bhrttim'n  Ammck 

Eaft  and  Weil  India  fleets ;  for  his  ■  ,    :•:/.    :       .■■•■. 

animating  conduit  and  example,  /^"\N  tha  9th  of  Q&fiber,  1775), 

happily  followed, by  fuch  fignalex-  VJT.  Lieut.  GlCiBurgoyne  r»-' 
ertion  of  fpiri t  and  intrepidity  in  '  fignedthecomnjft»dioithe  Qneen's 

the    ofljecr's    and  teamen    of   the  regiment  of  light,  dragoons,  ithe 

8  ritilh  lleet,  as  conveyed  terror  to  government  of  ibkt  William,  and 

our  enemies,  and  obliged  them  to  his  appointment  00  the  American 

feek  flicker  in  their  own  ports  by  fiaff.     As  this  .refignafioti  appease 

an  ignominious  flight.  to  hare  been  ooaa&oned  by  cir- 

Rtfol'vtd  unammnufy.    That  the  cunifiancea  of  a  very  extraordinary 

freedom  of  this  city  be  pre  fen  ted  and    Angular    nature,    we    have 

in  a  box,  made  of  heart  of  oak,  thought  it  proper,  »■«  work  of,/ 

with  a  proper  device,  ornamented  this  kind,  to  lay  be  row  the  public 

and  embeihthed  with  gold,  to  the  the  correfpondence  at  large  which 
Hon.  Auguftus Keppel,  admiral  of    patTe"d  between  him  and  the  Sec* 

[he  blue,  as   a   tdlimony  of  the  retaries   of.  War,    together  with,  . 
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mind,  that  my  ruin  was  made  a  doubly  due  to  fuch  as  in  their  zeal 

xaeafure  of  Hate.     Few  adepts  in  have  been  unfortunate, 

the   fcience  of  oppreffion    could  It  muft.be  obferved,   that  the 

have  formed  a  defjgn  better  fitted  'miniitry  kept  a  profound  filence, 

to  its  end  ;  and  it  was  likely  to  be  both  to  myfelf  and  the  public,  re-. 


fuccefsful,  whatever  part  1  fhould 
take.  If  I  went  —  my  character 
was  loft  irretrievably  —  the  falfe- 
hoods  and  afperfions  that  have  fincc 
been  refuted  in  the  face  of  thofe 
who   propagated   them,    were  al- 


fpe&ing  the  ratification  of  the 
convention.  The  fame  filence 
they  maintained  even  in  parlia- 
ment long  after  its  meeting.  They 
were  perfectly  apprifed,  that  th* 
enemy  had  fome  time  before  made. 


ready  gone  forth:   the  numbers  of    the  want  of  that  ratification  the 
my  army,  and  of  that  oppofed  to    ground  of  their  refufing  to  give 

efFedl   to  the  part   of  the  treaty 


my  army,  ana  or  tnat  opp 
ine,  were  already  grofsly  miftat- 
ed  ;  contradictory  charges  of  Jloth 
aad  precipitancy,  as  the  temper 
of  men  at  the  moment  feemed 
ipclined  to  either,  were  fupported 
with  uniform  perfeverance  : — my 
friends  were  dated  to  be  my  ac- 
cufers;  and  even  my  integrity, 
with  regard  to  pecuniary  trufts, 
was  glanced  at* 

If  I  flayed,  the  King's  order 
(as  it  was  fallaciously  called)  was 
a  fpecious  topic ;  and  it  was  not 
difficult  to  forefee,  that  it  would 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  gentle- 
men that  well  knew  how  to  make 
the  utmoft  of  it  by  art  and  oppor- 
tunity. My  anfwer  [No.  2/ 
drew  from  the  cabinet  their  feconc 
letter  [No.  3.];  and  I  give  them 
the  fatisfa&ion  of  knowing,  that  I 
felt  all  they*  could  wifh  I  fhould 
feel  from  the  repetition  of  their  fe- 
verity.  I  faw  in  it  at  once  a 
doubt  of  my  veracity  refpe&ing 
my  health,  and  the  moft  contemp- 
tuous difregard  of  ail  other  prin- 
ciples upon  which  I  had  claimed 
a  right  of  ftaying  in  this  country. 
— -  Fundamental  principles,  I 
thought  them,  of  juftice  and  ge- 
nerofity  due  from  all  governments 
to  thofe  who  ferve  them  zealoufly, 
and   in   lame  governments    held 


which  was  favourable  to  the  troops. 
They  knew  alfo,  that  one  of  the 
principal  objefts  of  my  return  to 
England  was  to  negotiate  in  be- 
half of  that  deferving  body  of  fol- 
diers  and  fubjedb.  Their  deiire 
of  my  delivering  myfelf  into  cap* 
tivity,  at  fuch  a  time,  and  under 
fuch  circumftances,  juflified  fome- 
thing  more  than  a  fufpicion,  that  in 
my  abfence  it  was  intended  either 
to  lay  to  my  charge  feme  breach  of 
faith  with  the  enemv ;  or  to  re- 
nounce  the  treaty  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  by  my  furrender,  to  trans-i 
fer  the  aft  from  the  nation'  to  my 
perfon..  Thefe  are  the  only  two 
cafes  which  I  believe  can  be  pro-* 
duced  from  the  hiftory  of  nations, 
wherein  an  officer,  who  had  made 
a  convention  with  an  enemy,  had 
been  delivered  up  to  them.  The 
ratification  of  the  treaty  afterwards 
is  no  proof  that  fuch  intentions 
did  not  then  exift. 

I  will  make  no  farther  obferva- 
tions,  Gentlemen,  ^upon  this  firft 
correfpondence  between  the  War- 
office  and  me  ;  rior  fhould  I  have 
troubled  you  with  thefe,  but  that 
great  pains  are  taken  to  divert  the 
attention  of  the  public  from  the 
pretended  order,,  to  my  behaviour 

fines 
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The  mod  ixriporf  ant  purpofa  qf 
my  return    to    England  having 
been  anfwered  by  this  vindication* 
I  thought  the  facrifice  of  my  .com- 
minions,  the  fruits  of  the  greatest 
part  of  my  life,  not  to  be  necek 
fary.     I  knew  by  experience  wjbac 
I  had  to  apprehend  in  point-  of 
health  from  an  American  winter  ) 
but  I  fcorned  to  plead  it.     Con- 
fcious  of  my  integrity,  I  abandon* 
ed  my  public  accounts  to  the  ri- 
gorous icruciny  of  office  ;   aid  f  ' 
took  occaiion  publicly  to  declare* 
that  mould  it  fiill  be  thought  ex- 
pedient to  deliver  me  back  to  the 
enemy.,  anda  pofitive  order  fhould 
be  feut  me  for  that  purpofe,  I ' 
ftiould,  as  fax  as  in  me  lay,  obey 


iince  the  receipt  of  it.  I  in  no 
wife  feek  to  evade  the  public 
judgment  upon  any  thing  I  have 
done:  but  I  claim  from  die  im- 
partial and  the  candid,  a  con  fide- 
ration  of  the  pretended  order  it- 
felf,  in  its  principal  parts,  *viz* 
the  ground  upon  which  it  is 
founded ;  the  novel  f pedes  of 
cruelty  which  it  fuppofes  within 
the  power  of  the  crown  ;  and 
laftly,  the  exercife  of  fuch  doctrine 
by  men  who  were,  parties,  and 
again  ft.  the  man  whom  they  were 
called  upon  by  their  flation  and 
their  honour  to  confront. 

Nothing  farther  patted  during 
the  recefs  of  parliament.  I  avail- 
ed myfelf  of  a  discretionary  power, 
as  I  had  a  right  to  do,  and  I. made 
it  no  fecret,  that  had  a  direct  or- 
der been  fent  me,  I  mould  have 
laid  all  my  commifSons  at  his  Ma- 
jelly's  feet. 

During  the  laft  feffion  of  parlia- 
ment, an  inquiry  was  inftituted. 
The  detail  of  the,  attempts  made 
by  the  miniftry  to  defeat  it,  is  too 
notorious  to  be  necefTary  upon  this 
occafion.  They  at  laft  contrived 
that  it  fhould  be  left  imperfecl  : 
but  in  fpight  of  every  manage- 
ment, it  had  anfwered  my  pur- 
pofe fo  far,  as  to  fix  upon  record 
a  body  of  evidence,  that  1  would 
not  exchange  for  all  that  power 
could  be  flow.  It  is  a  juftification 
of  misfortune  by  the  voice  of  ho- 
nour. It  is  there  apparent,  what 
the  army  under  my  command, 
who  felt  molt  and  faw  bell,  thought 
of  my  actions. — The  afFc&ions  of 
my  gallant  comrades,  unfhaken  in 
every  trial,  labour,  famine,  cap- 
tivity, or  death,  enable  me  to  de- 
fpife  the  rancour  of  a  cabal  and  all 
its  confecjuence-s, 


it. 

I  do  not  believe  any  man  whp 
knows  me  doubted,  the  fincerity 
of  that  intention.  I  an  perfuadeo, 
the  framers  of  the  letter  ofr  the 
24th  September  were  particularly 
convinced  of  it.  The  man  who 
embarked  in  the  Situation  I  did, 
in  the  year  1776,  could  hardly  be 
fuppofed  to  want  fortitude  to  an- 
dcrtake  an  American  voyage,  hi 
the  fituation  in  which  I  made,  the 
declaration.  An  order,  therefore, 
which  I  could  have  obeyed  without 
committing  my  honour,  would 
not  have  effected  my  ruin.  '  Time, 
and  circum fiances-  furniihed  more 
fscure  expedients';  which  I  fhalj 
now  open. 

Occasions  were  taken  to  vifit 
my  offences  upon  my  friends. 
Examples  relpedling  my  neare$ 
connections  need  not  be  pointed 
out,  when  I  am  addreffing  myfelf 
to  any  part  of  the  county  of  Lan- 
c after.  But  the  principle  extendr 
ed  far  more  wide;  and  did  not 
the  apprchenfipn  cf  .farther  hurt* 

........      .''  iof 
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ing  the  men  I  love  re  drain  me,  that  not  a  (hip  or  a  foldier  could 

I  could  produce  in  (lances  of  hard-  be  fpared  from  dur  internal  de- 

4hip  in  the  diftribution   of  mili-  fence,  a  fentence  of  banifhmene 

tary  preferments,  that  no  impar-  was  fent  me,  and  eren  that  not 

tiai    perfon   will  impute  to  any  in  an  order,   but  a  reprimand  ; 

other  caufe  than  the  kindnefs  and  — 2  fubmiffion  to  ignominy  was 

friendfhip  of  the  parties  to  me.  required   of  me ;  for  to  put  me 

Thefe  inftances  of  perfecution,  wholly  out  of  a  capacity  to  draw 

it  was  well  known,    affected  me  my  fword  at  fdch  a  moment,  was 

deeply.     There  were  others   yet  virtually,  in  point  of  difgrace,  to 

more  irritating.  break  It  over  my  head.     My  ene- 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  the  mies  might  have  fpared  fuperflu- 
appreheniions  before  entertained  ous  provocations.  This  alone 
of  an  invafion,  by  the  declaration  would  have  fufficed  to  prove  their 
of  government,  became  a  cer-  fagacity,  and  to  effect  their  pur- 
tain  ty.  Hardly  a  Britifh  fubjeft  pofe.  Let  it  not  be  fuppofed  they 
could  be  found  fo  low,  fo  feeble,  want  knowledge  of  the  humari 
or  even  fo  profligate,  as  to  be  ex-  heart.  There  are  among  them, 
crop  ted  from  fervice ;  while  un-  who  can  difcern  its  recefies,  and 
common  premiums  were  raifed  by  have  the  (kill  and  the  triumph  to 
begging,  and  distributed  to  volun-  make  a  foldier's  honour  and  (en- 
teers,  the  gaols,  and  even  the  feet  Ability  the  inftruments  of  his  own 
of  the  gallows,  were  reforted  to  deft  ruction. 
for  other  recruits.  I  could  no  longer  brook  the" 

In   this   declared   dilemma,    I  treatment  I  received.     My  letter 

know  government  were  not  ft  ran-  of  the  9th  October  to  the  Secre- 

gers  to  my  intention  of  fighting  tary  at  War,  [No.  5.]  contains 

my  own  regiment  as  colonel ;  or,  my  general  fentiments." 

fhould  its  deftination  not  admit  ^       .      .  .  ,.     .  n 

the  honour  of  meeting  the  enemy  Corre/pondenct  <wstb Lord  Barrington, 

in  that  capacity,  of  offering  my-  [No.  i.J 
felf  as  a  volunteer  in  the  ranks  of  War-Offictt  June  5,  1778* 
any  corps  that  might  be  more  for-  SIR, 
Uinately  fituated.  The  King,  judging  your  pre. 
Thefe  feveral  feelings,  and  fence  material  to  the  troops  de- 
many  others  incident  to  an  oppref-  tained  prifoners  in  New  England, 
fed  man,  were  doubtlefs  duly  con-  under  the  convention  of  Saratoga ; 
ddered  ;  for  at  the  crifis  when  and  finding  in  a  letter  of  yours  to 
they  could  operate  mod  forcibly,  Sir  Williora  Howe,  dated  April  g* 
it  was  thought  proper  moft  to  in-  1778,  "  that  you  truft  a  fhort  time 
fult  me ;  at  the  crifis  when  the  "  at  Bath  will  enable  you  to  re- 
King's  fervants openly  announced,  "  turn  to  America*,     his  Ma- 

jcfty'a 

•  Paragraph  of  the  letter  from  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  to  Sir  William 
Howe,  which  was  made  the  foundation  of  the  above  conditional  order. 

"  I  need  not  expatiate  upon  the  fattsfa&ton  I  fhould  feef  at  being  put 
*'  again  in  a  fhuation  to  ferve  under  you,  as  foon  as  my  health  will  enable 
««  ine.—I  truft  that  a  vtryjbort  time  at  Batb  will  effeg  that  purfofe* 

"  I  have 
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The  prcfent  feafbn  of  the  year, 


jelly  is  pleafed  to  order  that  you 
fhall  repair  to  Boilon,  as  foon  as 
you  have  tried  the  Bath  Waters, 
in  the  manner  you  propofe. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  mod  obedient; 
humble  fervant, 
Barkingtoit, 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne, 
Hertford-Street. 

[No.  2.] 

June  22,  1778. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  confidered  the  letter  I 
had  the  honour  to  receive  from  your 
lordfliip  on  the  5th  inftant,  with 
the  attention  and  refpect  due  to  an 
intimation  of  the  King's  pleafure* 
J  have  now  to  requeft  your  lord  (hip 
to  lay  before  his  Majefty  a  few 
particulars  of  my  fituation ;  and  to 
offer  to  his  royal  eonfideration,  with 
all  humility  on  my  part,  fuch  of 
my  complaints  as  admit  of  repre- 
fentation. 

My  letter  to  Sir  William  Howe, 
referred  to  in  your  lordlhip's  let- 
ter, was  writ  in  the  fujnefs  of  zeal 
to  renew  my  fervice  in  arms  the 
enfuing  compaign.  The  fatisfac- 
tion  of  fucceeding  in  that  applica- 
tion, would  have  tended  to  my  re- 
covery, or  for  a  time  might  have 
prevented  my  feeling  an  ill.  De- 
prived of  fo  animating  a  fupport, 
and  viiited  by  new  and  unexpected 
anxieties,  I  have  now  recouife  only, 
as  far  as  the  mind  is  concerned,  to 
a  clear  confcience,  perhaps  a  more 
tardy,  but,  I  tiuft,  as  efficacious  an 
affiflance. 


always  favourable  t6  me,  gives 
the  appearance/  anil   indeed,  ia 
feme  degree  the  fenlation  of  healthy 
But  much  care  is  ftill  wanting,  to 
redore  me  tp  my  former  ftate.   Tat' 
remedies  prefcribed  me  are:  rcpofe* 
regimen  of  diet,  and  repeated  vi(it» 
to  Bath :  my  intention,  in  coufe-. 
quence,  was  to  remain  fome  time 
in  the  country,  to  repair  to  Batik 
for  a  ihort  time  next  month,  amt, 
to  return  thither  for  a  much  longer v 
fpace  in  the  more  proper  featon* 
the  autumn.    But  whatever  ma/ 
be  the  benefit  of  all  or  any  'part  6f 
this  plan,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  to 
expofe  my  conftstotion  to  the  next 
American  winter,  is  in  probability 
to  doom  me  to  the  grave.'"  i:  '    »L « 
That  I  Jhottld  not  hefifate  *t 
fucn   an  altematfve,  in   cjrcdfc. 
fiances  of  exigency,  I  am  coldest 
the  Xing  will  admit,  when  in  ttis 
grace  he  ftalt  recoiled  how  often, 
at  his  Majefty's  call  in  this  war,  I 
have  relinquished  private   dutsee 
and  atfe&ton,  more  impuifive  upon, 
the  heart  than  any  we  owe  to  ex- 
istence.   The  pnrpofes  intimated 
for    my    prefent    attendance    i* 
America,  would,  I  fear, '  be  very 
different  from  fervkes. 

The  army  I  commanded,  credu- 
lous in  my  favour*,  and  attached  to 
me  by  the  ierics  of  conflicts  awt 
misfortunes  we  have  in  comuwm 
fuftained,  would  not  find  material 
confolation  from  my  return  in  dis- 
grace; and  their  difappointmeat 
could  not  but  be  enhanced  by  (mdk 
an  indication,  that  government  et 


\. 


"  I  have  only  to  add,  my  trull  that  yob  -will  continue  to  me  the  frleadflup 
"  and  confidence  with  which  you  have  always  honoured  me,  and  that  yem 
41  will  write  to  me  at  full  by  the  firft  opportunity,  how  I  can  be  employed  t» 
**  ierve  your  views.  1  have  the  honour  to  be*  &c. 
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ther  thought  it  inexpedient  to  ratify 
the  convention  of  Saratoga,  or 
defpaired  of  a  ratification  effectuat- 
ing the  redemption  of  that  army  ; 
for  they  would  not  conceive  it  pof- 
fiblc,  had  the  return  of  the  troops 
been  in  view,  that  any  perfon 
would  have  advifed  the  King  to 
what  then  might  have  appeared  fo 
harfh  an  aft  as  fending  an  infirm, 
caluminated,  unheard  complain- 
ant, acrofs  the  Atlantic,  merely  to 
infpect  their  embarkation. 

Your  lordfhip  will  perceive  the 
parts  of  this  letter  which  apply  to 
the  council  of  the  throne,  from 
whence  I  am  to  fuppofe  the  order 
I  have  received  originated,  and  in 
your  iuftice  and  generoficy  you  will 
guard  me,  my  lord,  from  any  fup- 
pofable  prefumption  of  expoitulat- 
mg  with  the  King  in  perfon.  But 
I  apply  to  the  fame  qualities  in 
your  lordfhip's  mind,  for  pointing 
out  to  his  Majefty,  independently 
of  his  council,  other  letters,  among 
thofe  tranfmitted  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  alledging  other  reafons, 
and  thofe  more  prevalent  than  the 
attention  to  health,  for  my  return 
to  England;  and  permit  me,  my 
lord,  to  add,  that  every  one  of 
them  receives  tenfold  weight  from 
what  has  happened  lately,  for  my 
continuance  in  England,  The  fpe- 
cial  reafon  upon ,  which  I  chiefly 
reft  at  prefenr,  my  lord,  is  a  vindi- 
cation of  my  honour. 

Until  that  by  full  and  proper 
trial  is  cleared  to  my  Sovereign  and 
to  my  country,  I  confefs  1  llioiid 
feel  a  removal  from  hence,  though 
enforced  by  the  term  duty,  the  fe- 
vereft  fentence  of  exile  ever  im- 
pofed  ;  and  when  the  time  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  fuch  removal  are  far- 
ther considered,  that  Britain  is 
threatened  with  invafion,  and  that 


after  an  enemy  has  fet  my  arm  at 
liberty,  1  am  forbid  a  fhare  in  her' 
defence  by  the  council  of  my  own 
Sovereign. — After  thefe  confedera- 
tions, can  I,  my  lord,  be  deemed 
ofFeniive  if  t  venture  to  declare 
that  fo  marked  a  combination  of 
difpleafure  and  hard  treatment, 
would  be  more  than  I  fhould  be 
able,  or  perhaps  ought  to  bear. 

My  caufe,  my  lord,  thus'  com- 
mitted to  your  office  and  character, 
I  have  only  to  add  my  reliance  fhat 
you  will  do  it  juftice,  and  the  re- 
fped  with  which  I  have  thehpnour 
to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Lord  Barrington. 

[No.  3.] 
War-OJJUe,  June  in t  I778» 
SIR, 
I  took  the  .  firft  opportunity  of 
laying  before  the  King  your  letter 
to  me,  dated  the  2 2d  inftant.  His 
Majeily  continues  to  think  your 
prefence  with  the  troops  taken  at 
Saratoga,  and  flill  detained  pri- 
soners in  New  England,  of  £0  much 
importance  to  them,  that  he  has 
commanded  me  to  acquaint  you  it 
is  his  pleafure,  that  you  return  to 
them  as  foon  as  you  can,  without 
any  rifk  of  material  injury  to  your 
health. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient,    .  . 
humble  fervant, 

BARItltJGTOtf. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne, 

Correfpondence  with  Mr.  JenMnfitt. 

[No.  4.] 
War -Office,  Sept.  24,  1779. 
SIR,  m 

I  am  commanded  by  the  King 
to  acquaint  you,  that  your  not  re- 
turning 


A  P  P  £  N  D I X  to  th 


turning  to  America,  and  joining 
the  troops,  prifoners  under  the  con- 
vention of  Saratoga*  is  confidered 
as  a  neglect  of  duty,  and  di (obe- 
dience  of    orders    transmitted    to 
you  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  in 
his  letter  of  5th  June,  1778. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)  C.  Jenkinson. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne. 

[No.  5.] 

Hertford-Street,  Oct.  9,   1 779. 

SIR, 
I  received  your  letter  acquaint- 
ing me,  "  that  my  not  returning 
"  to  America*  and  joining  the 
"  troops,  prifoners  under  the  cort- 
4<  vention  of  Saratoga,  is  conii- 
91  dered  as  a  neglect  of  duty,  and 
*'  di  (obedience  of  orders  tranf- 
"  mitted  to  me*  by  the  Secretary 
"  at  War,  in  his  letter  of  5th 
«'  June,   1778." 

During  a  fervice  of  more  than 
thirty  years,  I  have  been  taught, 
by  the  rewards  of  two  fucceflive 
Sovereigns*  to  believe,  that  my 
military  conduct  was  held  deferving 
of  more  favourable  terms  than 
thofe  which  are  applied  to  it  in  the 
above  recital.  I  have  received  from 
his  prefent  Majefty  in  particular, 
repeated  and  confpicuous  teftimo- 
nies  of  diflinction  and  good  opi- 
nion :  and  I  mould  have  been  the 
molt  ungrateful  of  men,  if  I  had 
not  felt,  and  uniformly  endeavour- 
ed to  mark  the  warmefi:  and  moft 
dutiful  attachment  to  his  perfon, 
together  with  a  punctilious  perfe- 
verance  in  the  execution  of  all  his 
lawful  commands. 

Under  this  fenfe  of  my  pad  fkua- 
tion,  your  letter,  itated  to  be  writ- 
ten by  the  King's  command,  can- 
not but  affect  me- moil  painfully* 
Vol.  XXII. 
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The  time  in  which  I  am  charged 
with  neglect  of  duty,  has  been  em- 
ployed to  vindicate  my  own  ho- 
nour, the  honour  of  the  Britifti 
troops*  and  of  thofe  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  allies,  under  my  late  com- 
mand, from  the  moil  bafe  and 
barbarous  afperfions,  that  ever  were 
forged  againft  innocent  men*  by 
malignity  fupported  by  power. 

In  regard  to  the  fecond  charge, 
I  mud  firft  obferve  that  there  were 
two  letters  from  the  late  Secretary 
at  War,  upon  the  fnbject  of  my 
return  to  America;  and  though 
you  only  ftate  that  of  the  5  th  of 
June,  I  conclude  it  is  not  meant, 
that  the  other  of  the  27th  mould 
be  fupprefled,  as  it  is  explanatory 
of  the  former* 

The  fignification  of  the  King's 
pleafure.  therein  contained  being 
clearly  conditional,  and  the  condi- 
tion depending  upon  my  own 
judgment;  I  am  unable  to  con- 
ceive by  what  poflible  confiructioa 
it  can  be  confidered  as  difobe* 
dience,  that  I  have  not  fulfilled  aa 
optional  condition  $  and  I  am  rea* 
dy  and  defirous  to  meet  the  judg- 
ment of  a  proper  tribunal  upon  that, 
as  upon  every  other  part  of  my 
conduct. 

In  the  mean  time,  Sir,  f  an 
not  told  who  it  is  that  conliders 
my  taking  advantage  of  my  parole 
for  the  purpofes  I  have  done,  as  a 
neglect  of  duty,  and  breach  of  or- 
ders, and  has  fo  reprefented  it  to 
his  Majefty.  But  in  this  ftate  of 
ignorance  concerning  my  enemies, 
I  muft  fay,  as  well  from  duty  to 
my  Sovereign,  as  from  -  juftice  to 
myklf,  that  they  who  have  abufed 
the  confidence  of  their  gracious 
mailer,  by  fuch  a  grofs  raifrepre- 
fentation,  merit,  and  I  trull  will 
meet  with  more  of  hit  difpleafurp, 
m  than, 
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th*n    they  wickedly  have    drawn 
upon  me. 

The  pan  i  foment  implied  in  the 
order  referred  to,  you  will  obferve, 
Sir,    is    anufual   as   well  as  cruel. 
Whether    the     Minifters     of    the 
crown,  can  legally  order  a  Britifh 
fubject  into  captivity  either  at  home 
or  abroad  without  trial ;  or  whe- 
ther they  can  compel  an  officer  by 
virtue  of  his  general  military  obe- 
dience, to  deliver  himfelf  to  the 
prifon  of  the  enemy,  without  any 
requifition    on   their  part,    is    (to 
(ay  nothing  ftronger  of  it)   matter 
of  ferious  doubt.     On   pretence  of 
military  obedience,  I  am  ordered 
to  the  only  part  of  the  world   in 
which  I  can  do  no  military  fervice. 
An    enemy's    priicm    is    not    the 
King's  garrifon,  nor  is  any  thing 
to  be  done  or   fuffered  there,  any 


fame  breath  that  I  am  dated  not  CD 
be  accountable  to  him :  by  this 
doctrine  it  feems  fuppofed,  that  I 
am  not  capable  of  receiving  orders 
for  the  purpofes  of  public  jultice 
or  public  fervice,  but  am  perfectly 
fubject  to  all  fuch  as  have  a  ten- 
dency to  my  own  deftruction. 

Bat  it  has  been  fuggefted  when 
no  military  duty  could  be  deviled 
as  a  ground  for  this  order  that  I 
might  be  returned  to  captivity  in 
a  fort  of  civil  capacity.  To  com- 
fort my  fellow  prifoners  by  a  par- 
ticipation of  their  fufferings,  and 
to  act  as  a  commiflary  to  nego* 
tiate  for  them.  Could  any  fuf- 
ferings of  mine  alleviate  the  fm ai- 
led of  theirs,  I  mould  willingly 
fabmit  to  any  thing  the  malice  of 
the  prefent  Minifters  could  inflict 
upon    me.     But    it  is  equally  in- 


part  of  an  officer's  duty  ;    fo   far    jurious  to  truth  and  to  their  ho- 
from  it  that  it  implies  a  direct  in-     nour    and    humanity,    to  fuppofe 


capacity  for  any  military  function. 
What  are  the  military  crders  I  am 
to  give  to  men  who  have  no  arms 
to  fight,  and  no  liberty  to  march  ? 
Or  by  what  role  is  my  not  being 
in  the  hands  of  rebels,  underftood 
to  be  a  neglect  of  duty  to  my  So- 
vereign ?  Sir,  the  thing  is  too  evi- 
dent ;    thofe   who  calumniate   my 
conduct  on   this  accounr    are  de- 
firous  not  of  ferving  the  King,  but 
of  infolting  me,  and  of  eftablifh- 
ing    new,    dangerous,    unmilitary 
and    cm  constitutional     powers    in 
themfelves. 

While  a  precedent  is  eilablifhing 
in  my  particular  cafe,  I  requeft  it 
may  moreover  be  remembered  that 
I  am  deprived  of  a  court  martial 
upon  my  conduct  in  America,  be- 
-  caufe  1  am  not  fuppofed  to  be  ame- 
nable to  the  jultice  of  the  king- 
*  dom  :  and  the  King  is  told  I  have 
difobeyed  his  orders,  in  the  vtry 


that   my  perfecution   could   make 
any  part  of  their  confolation.  What 
confolation  could  they  derive  from 
my  junction  to  the  common  capti- 
vity, only  to  tell  them  that  not  a 
name  among  them  is  to  be  found  in 
the  numerous  lift  of  late  promotions? 
And    that  the  negociations  to  be 
undertaken  in  their  favour,  are  to 
be  conducted  by  the  man  who  is 
notoriously  profcribed  by  the  power 
in  the  name  of  which  he  is  to  ne- 
gotiate ?  Who  alone  of  all  the  offi- 
cers who  have  come    from    Ame- 
rica, has  been  denied  all  accefs  to 
the  King  ?    Cruelly  as  I  and  my 
fellow- fufTerers  are  treated  ;  I  can 
fcarce  bring  mylelf  to  wifh,  that 
they  who  provide  fuch  comfort  for 
others,  mould  receive  it  in  a  fimi- 
lar  situation  themfelves. 

I  am   forry   finally  ta  obferve, 
that    the    treatment  I  have  expe- 
rienced, however  contradictory  in. 
5  the 
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the  reafons  affigned  for  the  feveral 
parts  of  it,  is  perfe&ly  uniform  in 
the  principle.  They  who  would 
not  fufFer  me  to  approach  the 
King's  prefence  to  vindicate  my- 
felf  before  him  ;  who  have  held 
that  I  cannot  have  :a  court  martial 
to  vindicate  myfelf  to  my  profef- 
iion  ;  and  who  have  done  all  they 
could  do,  to  prevent  me  from  vin- 
dicating myfelf  to  my  country  by 
a  parliamentary  enquiry  ;  are  now 
very  fyftematically  defirous  of  bu- 
rying my  innocence  and  their  own 
guilt,  in  the  prifons  of  the  enemy, 
and  of  removing,  in  my  perfon, 
to  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  the  means  of  renewing  par- 
liamentary proceedings  which  they 
haye  reafon  to  dread. 

Thofe  extraordinary  attempts  to 
opprefs  in  my  perfon  the  rights  of 
all  fubje£ls,and  to  pervert  every  idea 
of  military  obedience,,  by  directing 
it,  not  to  the  fervice  of  *he  public, 
but  the  ruin  of  officers-,  jujlified  me 
to  my  own  confcience,  in  the 
part  I  took  under  the  conditional 
order,  referred  to  in  your  letter. 
I  found  the  fame  inward  juftifica- 
tion  in  requiring,  in  the  moll  pub- 
lic manner,  at  the  clofe  of  the  late 
feffion  of  parliament,  a  clear,  pe- 
remptory order,  in  cafe  the  Mini- 
flers  perfevered  in  their  intention 
of  refurrendering  me  to  the  ene- 
my. 

I  have  received  no  order  ;  had 
an  order  been  fent  to  me  framed  in 
any  manner  that  I  could  have  acled 
upon  it  confiftently  with  the  exig- 
ence of  character  ;  I  might  have 
made  a  proteft  againft  the  prece- 
dent ;  I  might  have  enquired  of 
you,  Sir,  by  what  probable  means 
in  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs  it 
was  to  be  executed.  But  in  de- 
ference to  the  King's  name,  as  a 


military  ferv ant,  I  meant  fubmif- 
fion.  Your  letter,  Sir,  inftead  of 
an  order  for  my  future  conduct,  is 
an  unjuft  reproach  of  my  paft ;  for 
which  I  humbly  implore  of  his 
Majefty,  and  firmly  demand  of  his 
councils,  trial  by  a  court  martial. 
Should  that  be  refufed  or  procra- 
ftinated  upon  the  principle  for- 
merly adopted,  "  that  in  my  pre- 
"  fent  fituation  no  judicature  can 
"  have  cognizance  of  my  actions;" 
I  can  then  confider  the  purport  of 
your  letter,  Sir,  in  no  other  light 
than  that  of  a  difmiffion,  a  dif» 
million  as  conclufive  as  any  you  - 
could  have  worded  in  form,  and 
perhaps  more  poignant.  To  eat 
the  bread  of  the  crown,  however 
faithfully  earned,  under  a  fentence, 
without  appeal,  in  the  name  of  the 
King,  of  neglect  of  duty  and  difl 
obedience  of  orders,  is  incompa- 
tible with  my  conception  of  ho- 
nour ;  an  interdiction  from  my 
country  ;  a  banifhment  to  the  only 
part  of  the  world  in  which  I  arri 
difabled  from  ferving  that  country 
at  the  moment  of  her  fate ;  and 
when  every  other  arm,  even  to  the 
weakeft,  is  prefTed  to  her  defence  ;  • 
thefe  circumftances  give  a  critical 
barbarity  to  the  intentions  of  the 
King's  advifers,  that  an  Englifh 
foldier  cannot  fupport.  There- 
fore, Sir,  I  find  myfelf  compelled, 
if  not  allowed  an  early  trial,  or  by 
the  King's  grace,  upon  this  repte- 
fentation,  reftored  to  a  capacity  of 
fervice,  through  your  official  chan- 
nel to  requeft  his  Majefty,  to  ac- 
cept of  my  refignation  of  my  ap- 
pointment upon  the  American 
ilaff,  of  the  Queen's  regiment  of 
light  dragoons,  and  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Fort  William,  humbly 
defiring  only  to  referve  my  rank 
as  lieu  recant -general  in  the  army, 
[U]  2  to 
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his  Majeity  does  not  think  proper 
that  any  part  of  your  conduit 
{hould  be  brought  before  a  military 
tribunal,  fo  long  as  you  (hall  con- 
tinue engaged  to  re-deliver  your- 
felf  into  the  power  of  Congrefs 
upon  their  demand,  and  due  notice 
being  given  by  them.  Nor  docs 
his  Majeity  think  proper,  in  con- 
feqivence  of  the  reprefentations 
contained  in  your  faid  letter,  to  re- 
ftore  you,  circumftanced  as  you 
are,  to  a  capacity  of  fervice.  Nei- 
ther of  thefc  requeils  can  therefore 
be  granted. 

I  have  it  farther  in  command 
from  the  King  to  acquaint  you, 
that  his  Majeity  considers  your  let- 
ter to  me  as  a  proof  of  your  deter- 
mination to  perfcvere  in  not  obey- 
ing his  orders,  fignified  to  you  in 
the  Secretary  at  War's  letter  of  the 
5th  of  June,  1778:  and  for  this 
reafon,  his  Majeity  is  pleafed  to 
accept  your  rcfignation  of  the  com- 
mand of  the  Queen's  regiment  6f 
light  dragoons,  of  the  government 
-«  refignation  of  your  appointment  of  Fort  William,  and  of  your  ap- 
"  to  the  American   flaif,    of  the    pointment  on  the  American  ftaff/ 


to  render  me  the  more  dearly  ame- 
nable 1  >  a  court  martial  hereafter, 
and  to  enable  me  to  fulfil  my  per- 
fonal  faith,  mould  I  be  required 
by  the  enemy  (0  to  do. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sec. 
The  Riobt  Hon.  C  bar  Us  Jcnkinfon, 
Secretary  at  War. 

[No.  6.] 
War-Ojfice,  Ocl.  15,   1779. 

SIR, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the 
9th  inftant,  wherein,  after  ftating 
your  rcafons  for  objecting  to  the 
feveral  lteps  that  have  been  taken 
with  relation  to  the  orders  given 
for  your  return  to  North  America, 
you  add,  that  "  if  you  arc  not  al- 
lowed an  early  trial,  or  if  by  his 
Majefly's  grace,  upon  the  repre- 
ientations  contained  in  the  faid 
letter,  you  are  not  reared  to 
a  capacity  of  fervice,  it  is  your 
re  que  it  to  his  Majeity,  that  he 
will  be  pleafed  to  accept  your 
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"  Queen's  regiment  of  light  dra- 
*'  goons,  and  of  the  government 
<l  of  Fort  William  ;  humbly  de- 
•'  firing  only  to  refcrve  your  rank 
••  of  lieutenant-general  in  the  ar- 
**  my,  to  render  you  more  clearly 
•'  amenable  to  courts  martial  here- 
*'  after,  and  to  enable  you  to  ful- 
**  fil  your  perfonal  faith,  mould 
€(  you  be  required  by  the  enemy 
«'  fo  to  do." 

Having  laid  your  letter  before 
the  King,  I  am  commanded  to 
acquaint  you,  that  for  the  reafons 
fubmitted  to  his  Majeity  by  the 
Board  of  General  Ofiiccrs,  in  their 
report,  dated  23d  May,  1778, 
(which  reafons  fubfift  in  the  fame 
force  no»v  as  they  did  at  that  time) 


allowing  you  only  to  referve  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-general  in  the 
army,  for  the  purpofes  you  have 
ftated. 

Lord  Barrington's  letter  of  the 
27th  of  June   is  confidered  as  ex- 
planatory of  the  orders  given  in'  his 
letter  of  the  5  th  of  that  month. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&c. 
(Signed)  C.  Jenkinson. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne. 

[No.  7.] 
Hertford- Street,  O&y  ij,   1779. 

SIR, 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  15  th 

inftant,    informing    me,    that   his 

Majeity  had  been  pleafed  to  accept 

6  *  my 


.* 
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my  refig  nation  of  my  military  em- 
ployments, and  that  I  am  refufed 
a  court  martial  upon  that  di (obe- 
dience, for  my  perfeverance  rn 
which,  you  tell  me  my  resignation 
is  accepted. 

I  mud  perfi ft  in  denying,  that 
I  have  received  any  other  order, 
than"  an  order  fubjed  to  my  own 
difcretion. 

I  muft  perfift  in  my  claim  to  a 
court  martial. 

I  apprehend*  that  if  I  am  not 
fabjeft  to  a  trial  for  breach  of  or- 
ders, it  implies  that  I  am  not  fub- 
jedl  to  the  orders  themfelves. 

I  do  not  admit  that  I  cannot  le- 
gally have  a  court  martial,  cir- 
c  am  ft  a  need  as  I  am  :  but  thofe  who 
ndvife  his  Majefty,  after t  it,  and 
they  are  anfwerable  for  this  contra- 
diction between  their  reafoning  and 
their  condu£. 

The  report  of  the  general  offi- 
cers, I  humbly  conceive,  is  erro- 
neous. And  the  fubfequent  ap- 
pointment of  other  gentlemen,  ex- 
actly in  my%  circum fiances  (with 
great  merit  on  their  part  to  entitle 
them  to  any  diftinc^ion)  to  military 
employments,  fubject  to  orders, 
and  accountable  for  the  breach  of 
them,  is  one  of  the  reafons  for  my 
conceiving,  that  the  King's  ad- 
vifers  do  not  differ  from  me  in 
opinion,  that  the  general  officers 
were  miftaken. 

Thinking  it  probable,  Sir,  that 
this  letter  may  clofe  the  correfpon- 
dence  between  us,  I  conclude  with 
the  fentiments  1  'have  never  de- 
viated from  in  any  part  of  it ;  and 
I  requeft  you  to  afTure  his  Majefty, 
with  all  humility  on  my  part,  that 
though  I  have  reafon  to  complain 
heavily  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters, 
my  mind  is  deeply  imprefled,  as  it 
ever  has  been,  with  a- fen  ft  of  duty, 


refpeft,  and  ajfe&ion  to  his  royal 
pcrfon. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
8tq. 
The  Right  Hen,  Charles  Jenkinfin, 
Secretary  at  War. 

TNo.  8.]         ■        •  < 

War  Office,  08.  22,   1779V 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour*  to  acknow* 

ledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 

dated  the  17th  inflant,  and  to  ac* 

quaint  you,  that  1  took  the  firit 

opportunity  of  laying  it  before  tW 

King. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 

humble  fervant,  ■'*" 
C.  Jenkinsok. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Surgoyne,  «i 

&c.  Sec.  &c. 

t~ 

Admiralty  Office,  08.  12,  1779. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  Pearfon,  of 
his  Majefiy's  fhip  Serapis,  to 
Mr.  Stephens,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  Copy,  was  yefterday 
received  at  this  Office : 

Pallas,  French  Frigate,  in  Congrefi 
Service.    Texel,  OB.  6,  1779> 

SIR, 

YOU  will  be  pleafed  to  inform 
the  Lords  Commiffione/s  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  on  the  23d  ult, 
being  clofe  in  with  Scarborough, 
about  eleven  o'clock,  a  boat  came 
on  board  with  a  letter  from  the 
bailiffs  of  that" corporation,  giving 
information  of  a  flying  fquadron  of 
the  enemy's  (hips  being  on  the 
coaft,  and  of  a  part  of  the  fai<t 
fquadron  having  been  feen  from 
thence  the  day  before,  Handing  to 
the  fouthward.    As  foon  as  fre- 
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ceivod  this  intelligence,  I  made  the 
iignal  for  the  convoy  to  bear  down 
under  my  lee,  and  repeated  it  with 
two  guns  ;  notwithftanding  which, 
the  van  of  the  convoy  kept  their 
wind,  with  all  fail  ftretching  out 
to  the  fouthward  from  under  Flam- 
borough  Head,  till  between  twelve 
and  one,    when   the   headmo'ft  of 
them  got  fight  of  the  enemy's  (hips, 
which  were  then  in  chace  of  them  ; 
they  then   tacked,  and   made   the 
beft  of  their  way  under  the  more 
for   Scarborough,  &c.    letting  fly 
their  top-gallant  meets,  and  firing 
guns;   upon  which  I  made  all  the 
fail  I  could  to  windward,  to  get 
between  the  enemy's  fhips  and  the1 
convoy,  which  I  foon  effected.    At 
one  o'clock   we  got  fight  of  the 
,cnemy's  (hips  from  the  maft-head, 
and    about    four   we  made    them 
plain  from  the  deck  to  be  three 
large  fhips  and  a  brig  ;  upon  which 
I  made  the  Countefs  of  Scarbo- 
rough's fignal  to  join  me,  fhe  be- 
ing in  fhore  with  the  convoy  :  at 
the  fame  time  I  made  the  fignal 
for  the  convoy  to  make  the  beft  of 
their  way,  and  repeated  the  fignal 
with  two  guns :  I  then  brought  to, 
to  let  the  Countefs  of  Scarborough 
come    up,    and    cleared    fhip    for 
adlion.       At!    half   paft    five    the 
Countefs   of  Scarborough    joined 
me,  the  enemy's  fhips  then  bear- 
ing down  upon   us,  with  a  light 
breeze  at  S.  S.  W.  at  fix  tacked, 
and  laid  our  head  in  fhore,  in  or- 
der to  keep  our  ground  the  better 
between  the  enemy's  fhips  and  the 
convoy  ;  foon  after  which  we  per- 
ceived the  fhips  bearing  down  upon 
us  to  be  a  two-decked  fhip  and  two 
frigates,  but    from    their   keeping 
end  on  upon  us,  on  bearing  down, 
we  could  not  difcern  what  colours 
they  were  under :  at  about  twenty 
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minutes    paft    feven,    the    largeft 
fhip  of  the  three  brought  to,  on 
our  larboard  bow,  within  mufquet 
fhot :    I   hailed   him,    and    a  feed, 
what  fhip  it  was  ;  they  anfwered  in 
Englifh,    the    Princefs   Royal  ;    I 
then  afked   where  they    belonged 
to;  they  anfwered   evafively ;    on 
which  I  told  them,  if  they  did  not 
anfwer  dire&ly,  I  would  fire  into 
them  ;  they  then  anfwered  with  a 
fhor,  which  was  inftantly  returned 
with    a  broadfide;  and    after  ex- 
changing two  or  three  broadfides, 
he  backed  his  topfails,  and  drop- 
ped upon  our  quarter  within  piftoi- 
fhot,    then    filled    again,    put   his 
helm    a- weather,    and  run   us  on 
board  upon   our  weather  quarter, 
and  attempted  to  board    us,    but 
being    repulfed,    he   fheered   off; 
upon  which  I  backed  our  top- fails, 
in  order  to  get  fquare  with  him 
again,  which,  as  foon   as  he  ob- 
served, he  then  filled,  put  his  helm 
a-weather,    and   laid    us   athwart 
hawfe  ;    his    mizen    fhrouds    took 
our  jib   boom,  which  hung   him 
for  fome  time,  till  it  at  laft  gave 
way,  and   we   dropt  alongfide  of 
each  other,  head  and  ftern,  when 
the   fluke    of   our    fpare    anchor 
hooking  his  quarter,  we  became 
fo   clofe   fore   and    aft,    that   the 
muzzles  of  our  guns  touched  each 
others  fides.     In  this  pofition  we 
engaged  from  half  paft  eight  till 
half  paft  ten;  during  which  time, 
from  the  great  quantity  and  variety 
of  combuftible  matters  which  they 
threw  in  upon  our  decks,  chains, 
and  in  fhort  into  every  part  of  the 
fhip,  we  were  on  fire  no  lefs,  than 
ten   or   twelve    times  in  different 
parts  of  the  fhip,  and  it  was  with 
the  greateft  difficulty  and  exertion 
imaginable  at  times  that  we  were 
able  to  get  it  extinguifhed.     At 

the 
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the  fame  time  the  largeft  of  the  at  the  feme  time  went    by  the 

two  frigates  kept  failing  round^  os  board.)    The  firft  lieutenant  and 

the  whole  aft  ion,  and  .raking  us  myfelf  were  immediately  efcorted, 

fore  and  aft,  by  which  means  fhe  into  the. (hip  alongfide,  when  wet 
killed  or    wounded  almoft  every  .  found  her  to  be  an  American  (hip 

man   on    the   quarter  and  '  main  of  war,  called  the  Bon  HomvMf  - 

decks.                                       ^  Richard,  of  40  guns  and  375  men, 

About    half  pad.  nine,    either  commanded  by  Captain  Paul  Joneif 

from  a  hand  grenade  being  thrown  the  other  frigate  which,  engaged 

in  at  one  of  our  lower  deck  ports,  us,    to   be   the  Alliance*   of  40 

or   from    fome  other  accident,   a  guns,  and  300  men ;  and  the  third 

cartridge  of  powder  was  fet  on  fire,  frigate  which  engaged  and  took  the 

the  flames  of  which  running  from  Coun^efs  of  Scarborough ?  after  two 

cartridge  to  cartridge  all  the  way  hours  adion,  to  be  the  Pallas,  % 

aft,  blew  up  the  whole  of  the  peo-  French,  frigate 'of  3*  guns,  and 

pie  and  officers  that  were  quartered  275    men;    the    Vengeance,    an 

abaft  the  main-mail;  from  which  armed  brig  of- 12  guns,  and  76 


unfortunate  circumftance  all  tbofe  men  ^  all  in  Congrcfs  Service; 

guns  were  rendered  ufelefs  for  the  under  the  command  of  Paul  Jones*; 

remainder  of  the  a&ion,    and  I  They  fitted  out  and  failed  from 

fear  the  greateft  part  of  the  people  Port  1'Orient  the  latter  end.  of 

will  lofe  their  lives.    At  ten  o'clock  July,  and  fame  north  about ;  thdy 

they  called  for  quarters  from  the  have  on  board   300  Englifh  pm 

ihip  alongfide,  and  (aid  they  had  foners,  which  they  have  taken  i« 

ilruck :  hearing  this,  I  called  upon  different  veflels  in  their  way  round, 

the  captain  to  know  if  they  had  Since  they  left  France,  and  have 

ilruck,  or  if  he  afked  for  quarters  ;  ranfomed  fome  others.     On  my 

but  no  anfwer  being  made,  after  going  on  board  the  Bon '  Homme 

repeating  my  words  two  or  three  Richard,  I  found  her  jn  the  great* 

times,  I  called  for  the  boarders,  eildiflrefs;  her  quarters  and  conn* 

and  ordered  them  to  board,  which  ter  on  the  lower    deck    entirely 

they  did ;    but  the  moment  they  drove  in,  and  the  whole  of  her 

were  on  board  her,  they  difcovered  lower  deck  guns  dismounted ;  (he 

a  fuperior  number  laying  under  was  alfo  on  fire  in  two  places,  and 

cover  with  pikes  in  their  hands  fix  or  feven  feet  water  in  her  hold, 

ready  to  receive  them  ;  on  which  which  kept  increasing  upon  them 

our  people  retreated  inilantly  into  all  night  and  the  next   day,  till. 

our  own   ihip,    and  returned  to  they  were,  obliged  to  quit  her,  and 

their  guns  again  till  pail  ten,  when  fhe  funk,  with  a  great  number  of 

the  frigate  coming  acrofs  our  ftern,  her  wounded  people  on  board  her. 

and  pouring  her  broad fi do  into  us  She    had    306    men    killed    and 

again,  without  our  being  able  to  wounded  in  the  aftion  ;  ourlof$t$ 

bring  a  gun   to  bear  on  her,    I  the.  Serapis  was  alfo  very  great* 

found  it  in  vain,  and  in  ihort  in\-  My  officers  and  people  in  general 

practicable,  from  the  Situation  we  behaved  well,   and  f  Should    be 

were  in,  to  Hand  out  any  longer  very  remiis  in  my  attention  to  their 

with  the  lead  profpect  of  fuccefs ;  merit  were  I  to  omit  recommend* 

I  therefore  ilruck,  (our  main  mail  ing  the  remains  of  ihetn  to,  their 

[U]  4  lordfhips  ' 


,  •'  . 
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poflibly  can,  fball  give  their  lord* 
Ihips  a  full  account  of  the  whole. 
I  am,  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient, 
and  mod  humble  fervant, 
R,  Pearson. 


lord  ihips  favour.  I  mud  at  the 
fame  time  beg  leave  to  inform  their 
lord  (hips,  that  Captain  Piercy,  in 
the  Countefs  of  Scarborough,  was 
not  in  the  lead  remifs  in  his  duty, 
he  having  given  me  every  affiftance 
in  his  power,  and  as  much  as 
could  be  expected  from  fuch  a  (hip, 
in  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
Pallas,  a  frigate  of  32  guns,  dur- 
ing the  whole  action. 

I  am  extremely  forry  for  the 
misfortune  that  has  happened,  that 
of  lofing  his  Mjefty's  (hip  I  had  the 
honour  to  command ;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  I  flatter  myfelf  with 
the  hopes,  that  their  lordfhips  will 
be  convinced  that  me  has  not  been 
given  away  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
that  every  exertion  has  been  ufed 
to  defend  her ;  and  that  two  eflen- 
tial  pieces  of  fervice  to  our  country 
have  arifen  from  it;  the  one  in 
wholly  overfetting  the  cruize,  and 
intentions  of  this  flying  fquadron  ; 
the  other  in  refcuing  the  whole  of 
a  valuable  convoy  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  which 
mud  have  been  the  cafe  had  I  acted 
any  otherwife  than  1  did.  We 
have  been  driving  about  in  the 
North  Sea  ever  fince  the  action, 
endeavouring  to  make  to  any  port 
we  poflibly  could,  but  have  not 
been  able  to  g?t  into  any  place 
till  to-day  we  arrived  in  the 
Texel. 

Herewith  I  inclofe  you  the  moft 
exact  lift  of  the  killed  and  wound- 
ed I  have  as  yet  been  able  to  pro- 
cure, from  my  people  being  dif- 
perfed  amongft  the  different  fhips, 
and  having  beenrefufed  permifiion 
to  muiler  them  :  there  are,  I  find, 
many  more,  both  killed  and  wound- 
ed, than  appears  on  the  inclofed  lift, 
but  their  names  as  yet  I  find  im- 
pofljble  to  afecrtain ;  as  foqn  as  I 


P.  S.  I  am  refufed  permiffion  to 
wait  on  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  and 
even  to  go  on  fhore. 

Abftratt  of  the  lift  of  killed  and 
twouuded* 
Killed  49.— Wounded  68. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieut.  George, 
of  the  Rambler  Cutter,  to  Sir 
Charles  Hardy,  giving  an  Ac- 
count of  an  Engagement  betnveen 
his  Majrfty's  Ship  the  Quebec.,  and 
a  French  Frigate  of  forty  Guns* 

SIR, 

1BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you, 
that  on  Wednefday  the  6th  in- 
ftant,  being  then  in  company  with 
his  Majefty's  (hip  Quebec,  Ufhant 
bearing  fouth  15  leagues,  at  day 
break  we  difcovered  three  fail  to 
leeward  in  the  S,  W.  quarter. 
Captain  Farmer  made  the  fignai 
for  the  Rambler  to  come  under  his 
Item,  which  I  obeyed ;  he  then 
a  feed  me  what  I  thought  of  them  ; 
I  told  him  a  (hip,  a  cutte*,  and  a 
Dutch  hoy:  he  replied,  he  would 
go  down  an  4.  fee  what  they  were, 
and  ordered  me  to  keep  clofe  to 
him.  At  half  paft  eight  we  plain* 
ly  perceived  two  of  them  to  be  a 
large  Fjench  frigate  and  a  cutter  : 
at  nine  the  enemy's  frigate  began 
to  fire  at  the  Quebec,  but  at  too 
great  a  diftance  to  do  any  execu- 
tion. At  ten  the  Quebec,  being 
within  point  blank  (hot  of  the  ene- 
my, hoifted  her  colours,  and  re- 
turned their  fire,  (till  edging  down 

to 
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to  come  to  a  clofc  engagement  till 
ihc  was  alongfidc  thcFrench  frigate. 
I  immediately  hoifted  my  colours, 
and  flood  in  between  the  French  , 
frigate  and  the  cutter,  with  an  in* 
tent  to  cut  her  off  from  her  cAb- 
fort,  and  bring  her  to  a  clofe  en- 
gagement, which  I  effected;  aid 
began  to  engage  her  at  eleven 
o'clock  clofe  alongfide;  (I  then 
found  her  force  to  be  fixteen  fix- 
pounders,  and  full  of  men;)  we 
continued  to  engage  her  in  the 
fame  pofition  till  within  a  few  mi- 
nutes of.  two  o'clock,  when  fhe  fet 
all  the  fail  fhe  could  croud,  and 
bore  from  us,  we  not  having  had 
the  luck  to  carry  away  any  thing 
material ;  and  the  Rambler,  hav- 
ing her  gaff  (hot  away,  her  top* 
maft  (hot  through,  the  top -fail 
hallyards,  and  moil  of  her  (landing 
and  running  rigging  gone,  ana 
the  raainfaU  rendered  unfervicc- 
able,  was  incapable  of  following 
her  with  any  hopes*  of  coming  up 
with  her ;  at  the  fame  time  feeing 
both  the  frigates  difmafted,  and 
the  Quebec  take  fire,  I  endeavour- 
ed to  get  as  near  the  Quebec  as 
poflible,  in  hopes  of  faving  fome 
of  her  men ;  but  there  being  but 
little  wind,  and  a  large  fwell, 
found  I  could  aflift  her  no  other 
way  but  by  hoifting  out  our  boat, 


*  We  arc  happy  in  tnking  this  opportunity  of  doing  that  juftice  ta  the  cta« 
rafter  of  a  brave  and  humane  enemy,  which  their  conduct  on  this  occafion"  de- 
mands at  our  hands.  The  ciretimfrance  mentioned  in  Lieut.  George's  letter 
of  the  French  frigate*!  firing  upon  our  boat,  is  fuppofed  to  havearifen  from  the 
guns  of  the  Quebec,  fome  of  which  it  is  probable  might  have  gone  off  during 
the  time  fhe  was  burniog.  However  that  may  be,  the  miftake  in  Mr*  Gtorge'a 
account  has  fmce  been  fufficiently  proved  by  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  a 
number  of  the  men,  and  fome  officers,  belonging  to  the  Quebecy  who  all  owed 
their  lives  to  the  active  humanity  of  the  French,  and  w«re  afterwards  treated 
by  them  with  the  utmoft  tendernefs  and  kindnefs ;  netwithftaading  their  own 
extreme-  ibrenefs  and  diftrefs  at  the  time,  with  a  (hip  nearly  reduced  to  a  wreck; 
a  majority  of  their  people  killed  or  wounded,  and  their  brave  captain  iri  the  ago- 
nies of  death,  who  fpent  his  lad  breath  in  declaring  the  >leafbre  he  received 
from  having;  fuch  an  opportunity  of  exercifing  his  benevolence, 

happjr 
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which  I  effected,  and  fen*  thi 
mafter  and  five  men  armed  in  her^ 
who  picked  up  one  matter's  mmjk, 
two  young  midwipmen,  and  fen** 
teen  more  of  the  Quebec**  people* 
the  enemy's  frigate  at  the  (aab 
time  firing  at  the  boat*.  As  tfct 
Rambler  was  a  eoafidenbia  sUL 
tance  to  leeward  of  tfce  Quehec;  I 
thought  it  would  be  in  vain  to  find 
a  fecond  time,  v. 

I  want  words  fnffident  to  de- 
fcribe  the  noble  gallant  manner  of 
Captain  Farmers  engaging  the 
enemy,  for  upwards  of  three  honrs 
and  an  half,  that  he  lay  alongfide 
the  frigate,  which  carried  twenty- 
eight  eighteen -pounders  on  her 
main  deck,  andf  twelve  guns  on 
her  quarter  dc$k  and  forecassk* 
The  Quebec ' contained  burning 
very. fiercely,  vnthhtr  colours  fly- 
ing, till  fix  o'clock, ,  whtesi. Jhe 
blew  up.  I  am  much  afraid,  from 
the  report  of  Mr.  William  Moore, 
one  of  the  matter's*  mates  of  the 
Quebec,  that  Captain  Farmer,  and 
his  officers  that  were  alive  when 
he  left  the  Quebec,  ihared  the 
fate  of  the  (hip. 

I  beg  leave,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  recommend  to  you,  Sir,  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Rambler, 
who  did  every  thine  that  might  be 
expected  from  Engliftimcn.    I 
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happy  to  fay  our  Iofs  con  f; ft 5  of 
only  one  man  who  has  loft  his  leg, 
tile  pilot  foot  through  the  arm  with 
a  mufket  ball,  and  leveral  {lightly 
wounded,  as  the  enemy  aimed  at 
oar  mads  and  rigging,  in  which 
they  fucceeded  too  uell.  From 
the  cutter's  not  returning  the  fire 
for  two  or  three  broad  fides  before 
ihe  bore  away,  and  feeing  but  few 
men  on  her  decks,  I  cocci ude  ihe 
fufiered  confidently. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  molt  obedient, 
humble  fen-ant, 

James  George. 


Account  of  the  Trial  of  Mr.  Stratton, 
and  the  other  Members  of  the 
Council  of  Madrafs ,  'who  depofed 
and  imprifoned  their  Go-vernor, 
the  late  Lord  Pi  got,  and  it:  ere 
frofecuted  for  the  faid  Offence,  in 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  by 
the  Attorney  General^  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe 
ff  Commons  to  his  Majefyfor  that 
PurpGje. 

TH  E  trial  began  before  the 
Right  Honourable  th?  Earl 
of  Mansfield  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  Weftminfter  Hall,  on  Mon- 
day, December  20th,  early  in  the 
morning,  and  lafted  till  two  the 
next  morning. 

The  Attorney  General  dated 
the  fatts  on  which  the  profecution 
was  founded  in  a  molt  pathetic 
.and  eloquent  fpeech.  The  prin- 
cipal points  he  infilled  opon  in 
fupport  of  the  profecution  were — 
Firjl,  that  Lord  Pigot  was  fent 
from  England  by  the  Eaft  India 
Company  with  exprefs  inftru&ions 
to  reitore   the  Raja  of  Tanjore. 


Secondly,  That  the  whole  Council; 
on  his  arrival  at  Madrafs,  and  for 
fome  time  after,  (in  the  year 
1775)  were  unanimous  in  their 
refoiutions  to  cany  thefe  inftruc- 
tidhs  into  execution  ;  but  that  af- 
terwards a  diffention  arofe,  owing 
to  fome  of  the  members  of  the 
council  efpoufing  the  intereft  of 
the  Nabob  of  Arcot  and  his  fon, 
who  ftrenuouflv  oppoied  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  Raja.  Thirdly  t  That 
Lord  Pigot  was  under  a  necefiky 
to  fufpend  Mr.  Stratton  and  Mr. 
Brooke,  (two  of  the  defendants) 
in  virtue  of  his  authority  as  Prefi- 
dent,  that  he  might  not  be  ob- 
ftruded  by  them  in  the  execution 
of  the  Company's  command. 
Fourthly,  That  the  claim  of  Mr. 
Benfield  on  the  part  of  the  Nabob 
of  Arcot,  to  a  crop  on  the  lands  of 
Tanjore,  fown  by  the  Nabob  and 
mortgaged  to  Benfield,  was  a  frau- 
dulent claim,  calculated  to  foment 
divifions  in  the  council  and  to  op- 
pofe  Lord  Pigot  in  his  govern- 
ment. This  he  endeavoured  to 
prove  from  the  improbability  that 
Benfield,  a  private  perfon  of  little 
or  no  property,  fhould  have  been 
able  to  advance  fo  large  a  fum  a* 
the  claim  amounted  to,  even  al- 
lowing him  very  confiderable  pro- 
fits :  for  his  demand  was  250,000!. 
Fifthly,  He  proved  that  the  defen- 
dants figned  an  order  for -taking 
his  Lordfhip  into  cuftody,  and  or- 
dered Colonel  Stuart,  who  arrett- 
ed him,  to  inform  his  Lordfhip, 
that  his  life  mould  anfwer  any  re- 
finance to  their  orders ;  from 
which  he  drew  an  inference,  that 
afTafUnation  was  intended  in  cafe 
of  refillance.  Finally,  He  enquir-r 
ed  by  what  authority  this  violent 
revolution  had  been  accompliihed. 
He  admitted  that  the  majority  of 

the 
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the  council  afientirvg  to,  or  put* 
ting  a  negative  upon,  a  queftion, 
exercifed  a  legal  power ;  but  it 
did  not  follow,  if  the  Governor 
adled  wrong  in  not  putting  a  qoef- 
tion,  which  in  the  fenfe  of  die 
majority  he  ought  to  have  put, 
that  they  had  a  legal  power  to 
imprifon  him  ;  gentler  me af urea 
might  have  been  adopted  ;  he  was 
amenable  to  the  laws  of  his  conn* 
try,  but  not  to  any  a  flamed  autho- 
rity of  his  council.  Upon  the 
whole,  however,  he  jufttfied  the 
conduct  of  Lord  Pigot,  though  ar- 
bitrary, upon  this  ground,  that  it 
was  his  duty  to  execute  the  com* 
miffion  he  had  received  from  the 
Company,  by  refloring  the  Raja 
of  Tanjore  at  all  events. 

The  poftillion  who  drove  Lord 
Pigot's  chaife  when  he  was  arret- 
ed, and  Coldnel  Monckton,  his 
Lord  (hip's  fon-in-law,  were  pro- 
duced as  evidence  of  the  arreft 
and  confinement ;  but  as  the 
crown  lawyers  on  the  one  hand' 
admitted  the  fads  ailed ged  by  the 
defendants  concerning  Lord  Pigot's 
proceedings  in  council;  and  the 
defendants  on  the  other  avowed 
the  arrefl  and  confinement  of  his 
Lordihip,  no  verbal  evidence  was 
neceflary.  But  a  great  load  of 
written  evidence  was  efTential  to 
fupport  the  profecution,  becaufe  it 
turned  upon  the  pofitive  induc- 
tions given  by  the  Company  to 
Lord  Pigot.  The  reading  of  thefe 
papers,  containing  the  correfpon- 
dence  between  the  Company  and 
Lord  Pigot,  with  other  documents, 
was  exceflively  tedious,  and  took 
up  feveral  hours. 

Mr.  Dunning  began  the  defence 
of  his  clients  at  about  eight  in  the 
evening  ;  and  in  the  mofl  mafterly 
pleading  that  was  ever  exhibited 


in  a  weak  caofe,  difpUyed  abifc. 
ties  and  attachment  to  the'intereft. 
of  bis  clients  that  would  have'  dotfi 
honour  to  the  beft.  After  notice 
ing  the  paffion  and  prejudice  which 
had  influenced  the  minds  of  met 
in  general  with  refped  to  the  deft* 
of  Lord  Pigot ;  he  cleared  the  dfe 
fendanxs  to  the  fatisfac"fion  of  tvuf 
one  prefent,  from  the  imputation 
of  aiming  at  his  life,  and  from  aH 
felfiih  motives.  He  then  -gares 
detail  of  the  arbitrary  proceeding* 
of  Lord  Pigot  in  the  council ;  a*4 
in  other  acts  of  his  government? 
fuch  as  hisv  fofpenfioo.  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Fletcher,  the  commander  Ik 
chief  of  the  troops,  Bee.  From 
thefe  inftances  of  extravagant  he* 
haviour  he  adduced -the  political 
neceffity  of  removing  him  fpotJB 
the  government,  all  public  haftk 
nefs  oeing  at  a  Hand. 

He  alio  endeavoured  to  Bum 
that  he  had  exercifed  powers  not 
veiled  in  him  by  the  Company  §* 
and  he  finally  refted  the  defence 
of  his  clients  on  the  approbation, 
which  the  fupreme  council  of  Ben* 
gal  had  exprefled  in  writing,  of 
their  proceedings.  Mr.  Dunning 
did  not  fit  down  till  near  twelve 
o'clock. 

The  Attorney  General  mac)* 
only  two  obfervations  on  the.de*> 
fence,  viz..  that  the  Company's 
appointment  of  Lord  Pigot  for  the 
fpecial  purpofe  of  refloring  'the 
Raja  had  not  been  attempted  to 
be  denied,  therefore  he  flood  jufti- 
fied in  refilling  every  delay,  every 
oppofition  of  that  meafone ;  an4 
that  the  defendants,  though  Mr. 
Benfield  was  in  court,  had  not 
thought  proper  to  call  upon  him, 
fo  well  convinced  .j0xt  they  that 
the  fole  caufe  ofall  the  differ* 
bancc*  was  that. gentleman's  pro- 
tended 
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tended  claim  :  it  fhowed  plainly,  a   majority,    and  fufpending   two 

the  apprehenfiony  they  were  under  members  by  bis  own  authority,  for 

that  the  truth  would  come  out  if  figning  what  they  had  voted  for, 

he  was  examined.  and   what   the    other    four    were 

LordManstield,  about  half  after  ready  to  fign  alio,  having  all  pre- 

one  in  the  morning,  fumrned  up  vioufly  declared  their  intentions, 

the  whole  matter  very  concifely,  was  certainly  violent,  illegal,  and 

obferving,  that  the  indictment  was  unjuftifiable. 
laid  on   five  counts  or  charges ;         And   this    leads    to  the    third 

two  for  illegal  affum  prion  of  go-  queftion    as    to   the    j unification, 

vernxnent,  and  three  for  imprifon-  Here  his  Lordfhip  expreffed  fome 

jog  the  governor  ;  but  jthey  differ-  anxiety  about  giving  his  opinion 

ed  very  little,  for  if  the  defendants  upon    fuch  a  new   and   unprece- 

could   be  juiliiied  in  the  one,    it  dented  cafe.    He  adverted  to  cafes 

went  a  great  way  to  juitify  them  of  force  and  neceflity  here  in  Eng- 

jn  the   other.      Three    queftions  land,    which  are  cognizable  and 

w^re  for  the  jury  to  confider  ;   ift,  determinable  by  a  jury  only.     In 

What  is  the   conflitution  of  the  the  cafe  of  external  force  compel- 

government    of    Madrafs  ?      2d,  ling  a  man  to  an   unlawful    ad, 

Whether  Lord  Pigot  had  fubverted  the  man's  will  does  not  go  along 

that  conflitution  ?    3dly,  Whether  with  the  action  ;    he  is  therefore 

fuch   conduct  of  Lord   Pigot   a-  not  culpable.     In  the  cafe  of  na* 

mounted  to  a  juftification  of  the  tural  neceflity,  a   man   driven  in 

fubfequent  conduct  of  the  defen-  felf-defence  to  commit  homicide, 

dants  ?  or  other  unavoidable  act,    is  not 

As  to  the  firft,  his  Lordfhip  culpable  :  hut  of  both  thefe  cafes 
faid,  it  appeared,  that  the  govern-  a  jury  alone  can  decide, 
ment  of  the  province  was  veiled  His  Lordfhip  could  put  the  affair 
in  the  Prefident  and  Council,  or  at  Madrafs  on  no  other  footing 
a  majority  of  them  legally  Aim-  that  that  of  a  civil  necefTity,  or 
moned  and  afTembled,  whether  the  ftate  neceflity.  If  the  jury  could 
Prefident  was  of  the  majority  or  confider  this  civil  necefTity  the  ma- 
minority,  he  having  only  the  be-  jority  were  under  tantamount  to 
nefit  of  his  caftrng  vote  in  cafe  of  a  natural  neceflity,  it  would  be  a 
equality  ;  but  the  governor  being  juftification.  To  decide  this,  they 
an  integral  part  of  the  govern-  might  take  into  confideration  the 
ment,  the  Council  without  him  critical  fituation  they  were  in, 
was  imperfect  and  incompetent,  from  the  violent  proceedings  of 
He  had  it  in  his  power  to  adjourn  the  governor  :  he  iiad  fufpended 
at  any  time,  or  withdraw  himfelf  two  of  the  fenior  council  ;  he 
from  the  meeting,  and  then  would  might  poflibly  proceed  to  fufpend 
end  the  bufinefs  for  that  time,  the  other  four ;  he  had  alfo  order- 
until  they  were  again  regularly  ed  one  of  their  number. to  be  ar- 
convened.  refted  on  a  charge  of  mutiny,  that 

Therefore    as    to    the    fecond  pointed  at  his  life.  In  fuch  a  fitu- 

queiiion,  Lord  Pilot's  conduct  on  ation  it  was  difficult  to  act:  but  at 

negativing  a  queftion  regularly  be-  the  fame  time  they  began  their 

fore  the  board,  and  fupported  by  own  administration  with  an  illegal 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE,    feifr 

a&,  that  of  fufpending  three  of  demand  a  reparation  at  public.*! 

the   members  who  voted   agaiaft  hath  been  the  offence,  and  whiejp 

them.                                          ,  mull  give  the  Ik  to  the  eitpreffioa 

His  Lord  (hip  faid  it  was  for  the  yoa  have  ufed.     I  mould  cot  hare 

jury  to  exercife  their  judgment  on  delayed  this  demand  fo  long,  tf 

ihefe  three  queilions,  and  if  they  your  letter  had  reached  me  (boner? 

found  fufneient  matter  to  juftify  obliged  to  be  abfent  a  few  days,  I 

the  a'fTumption  of  government  out  hope  to  find  your  anfwer  at  nrr 

of  the  hai-ds  of  the  governor,  the  return.     M.  Gimot,  a  French  ON 

lame  would  go  to  juftify  his  im-  ficer,  will  fettle  on  my  part  the 

prifonment;  and  as  no  aggravate  time  and  place  of  «or  meeting,  fla 

ii-g  circumftances  were  infilled  on  fuit  your  Lord  (hip's  convenience 

by   the   profecutors,    they  would  I  doubt  not  but,  for  the  honour  of 

then    acquit   the   defendants:    if  his  countryman,  General  Clin  to* , 

o:herwife,  they  would  find  them  will  attend  you  to  the  field, 

guilcv.  As  to  me,  my  Lord,  it  is  in- 

li'is  Lord  (hip  quitted  the  court  different  who  attends  you,  proftd* 

cxaclly  at  two  ;  and  the  jury,  after  ed  that,  to  the  glory  of  beio*  a 

withdrawing  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  Frenchman,  I  join  that  of  proving 

brdught  in  their  verdicl,  finding  to  a  gentleman  of  your  country, 

the  defendants  Guilty.  that  no  One  dares  CO  infult  mipo 

with  impunity.  ' 

" ;  (Signed)    . 

Ccpv   of  the  Challenge  fent  hy  the  Ea  FAYETTIi 

Marquis  de  la  Favette,   to  the  ^                   . 

Earl  of  Cariifle,  and  the  Earl's  To  tbe  Mar1«"  D<  **  Fayette. 

shrjhver.  SIR, 

To  ibt  Earl  cf  Cariifle.    *  l  rH.AV,E  rec«Ted  J?"  !** 

y                •  tranfmitted  to  me  from  M.  Gimot* 

I  Did  not  imagine,  my  Lord,  and  I  confefs  I  find  it  difficult  to 
that  I  ever  lhould  have  had  return  a  fertous  anfwer4  to  its  con*. 
r.r.v  tranfa&ions  buc  with  your  ge-  tents.  The  only  one  that  can  be 
ncrJs,  and  expected  not  the  ho-  expected  from  me  as  the  King's 
nour  of  feeing  them  but  at  the  Commiflioner,  and  which  yott 
head  of  the  armies  which  they  re-  ought  to  have  known,  is,  that  £ 
fppclivdy  command.  Your  letter  do,  and  ever  fhall,  confider  myic)f 
of  the  26th  of  Auguft  to  the  Con-  folely  refponiible  to  my  Country 
gre(s  of  the  United  States,  and  and  King,  and  not  to  any  indi* 
the  terms  of  infult  refpe&ing  my  vidual,  for  my  public  conduct  and 
country,  to  which  you  have  figned  language.  As  for  any  opinion  or 
ycur  name,  is  the  fole  caufe  of  my  expreffions  contained  in  any  publi- 
having  any  thing  now  to  fettle  cations  iiTued  under  the  commit 
with  your  Lordihip.  1  deign  not  fion  in  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  refute  the  afperfion,  but  I  de-  to  be  named,  unlefs  they  are  re- 
fire  to  punifh  it.  It  is  from  you,  t rafted  in  public,  you  may  be  at 
as  chief  of  the  commiffion,  that  I  fured  I  fhall  never,  in  any  change 

rf 
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of  fituation,  be  difpofed  to  give 
an  account  of  them,  much  left 
recal  them  in  private. 

The  injury  alluded  to  in  the 
correfpondence  of  the  King's 
Commiffioners  to  the  Congrefs,  I 
mud  remind  you,  is  not  of  a  pri- 
vate nature  ;  and  I  conceive  all 
national  difputes  will  be  bed  de- 
cided by  the  meeting  of  Admiral 
Byron  and  Count  d'Eitaign. 
(Signed) 

Carlisle. 
New  Tori,  Odober  n,  1778. 


Some  Account  of  Matthiefon,  lately 
executed  for  firging  the  Notes  of 
the  Bank. 

JOHN  Matthiefon  was  born  at 
Gretna  Green,  (a  noted  place 
in  Scotland  fince  paffing  the  Eng- 
lifh  marriage  act).  His  father  was 
a  mill  wright,  and  accounted  an 
ingenious  mechanic  ;  nor  was  the 
Ton's  mechanical  genius  !efs  con- 
fpicuous  than  that  of  his  father. 
Prom  the  knowledge  he  had'  in 
mill  work,  he  attained  the  art  of 
making  clocks,  and  by  that,  and 
cleaning  and  repairing  watches, 
he  was  enabled,  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  to  fupport  his  mother, 
his  filler,  and  himfelf.  But  his 
mind  was  refHefs,  and  ever  thi ril- 
ing after  improvement.  Not  con- 
tent with  what  he  had  learned, 
which  produced  him  only  a  bare 
competency,  he  became  acquaint- 
ed with  an  engraver,  a  loofe,  dif- 
fipated  young  man,  whofe  extra- 
vagance often  reduced  him  to 
great  ftraits.  With  this  youth  he 
cultivated  a  feeming  friendfhip  ; 
and,  from  a  conflant  attendance, 
and  clofe^  attention  to  him  when 
1  at  work,  he  Hole  from  him  that 


art,  which,  though  it  might  have 
enriched  him  by  an  hon eft  appli- 
cation, prpved  his  ruin,  by  con- 
verting it  to  a  moll  iniquitous  pur- 
pofe. 

It  has  been  infinuated  by  fome 
that  this  youth  was  an  accomplice 
at  his  firft  fetting  out,  and  that 
both  were  connected  in  forging  the 
notes  of  the  Darlington  Bank  ; 
but  nothing  of  that  kind  has  fince 
appeared,  and  therefore  unworthy 
to  be  believed. 

To  the  art  of  engraving,  Mat- 
thiefon had  added  a  particular  fa- 
cility in  tracing  lines,  infomuch 
that  he  could  take  off  the  hand- 
writing of  any  man  with  fuch  ex- 
adtnefs  as  even  to  deceive  the  wri- 
ter  himfelf. 

Tempted  by  thefe  acquirements, 
fo  flattering  to  his  notions  of  fud- 
denly  becoming  rich,  his  firft  ex- 
periment, as  before  obferved,  was 
made  on  the  5I.  notes  of  the  Dar- 
lington Bank  ;  but  of  thefe,  be- 
ing of  fmall  value  and  quick  cir- 
culation, though  currently  nego- 
tiated, he  could  make  no  very 
confiderable  advantage;- and  being 
but  a  young  beginner,  arid  not 
over- cautious  in  paffing  his  notes, 
a  difcovery  was  foon  made  by  the 
banks  that  their  nptes  were  forg- 
ed, and  Matthiefon  was  fufpe&ed 
of  being  the  forger.  He  was  even 
defcribed,  and  a  reward  offered 
for  his  apprehenfion  ;  which,  how- 
ever, he  found  means  to  elude  hy 
travelling  into  Scotland,  where, 
there  is  reafon  to  fufpeel,  he  forg- 
k  ed  the  notes  of  the  Royal  Bank  of 
Edinburgh,  traverfed'  that  coun- 
try, and  negotiated  them  ;  till, 
directing  his  route  by  the  the 
weftern  road  of  Glafgow,  where 
he  was  unknown,  he  found  means 
to  arrive  at  London  undifcovered. 

Here 
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Here  he  procured  very  creditable 
apartments,  where  he  lived  for 
fome  time  retired  and  unfufpe&ed. 

In  all  his  peregrinations  he 
feems  to  have  paid  great  attention 
to  his  filter ;  to  whom,  however, 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  im- 
parted the  fecret  of  his  fraud. 

His  lodgings  were  over-againft 
Arundel-ftreet,  in  the  Strand,  in 
a  creditable  family,  to  whom  he 
patted  for  a  watch-maker  come  to 
London    for    improvement.      In 


his  progreff,  thaV  though  he  en- . 
tered  upon  hit  lodgings  on  the  Jaft 
day  of  February,  he  had  purchased 
the  copper,  ground  it,  engraved 
it,  fabricated  the  notes,  printed, 
them,  forged  the  water- mark,  and 
negotiated  feveral  of  them,  one  in, 
particular  at  Coventry,  for  whicji 
he  fuffereck  before  the  12th  of 
March  ;  and  fo  nicely  was  aU  this 
performed,  that  the  Qaoker,  to 
whom  this  laft-mentioned  note  wis 
offered  for  change,  made  not  the 


thefe  lodgings  he  behaved   with."    leafl  fcruple  to  receive  it,  though 
great  regularity  and  fobriety,  of-    he  knew  it  was  presented   by  k 


ten  retired  by  himfelf  in  the  day, 
and  often  talked  with  the  people 
in  the  (hop  as  he  pafled  and  re- 
paired, and  appeared  in  every  re- 
fpeft  as  an  unexceptionable  cha- 
racter. His  lifter,  indeed,  appear  • 
ed  but  mean,  the  landlord  faid, 
for  a  perfon  that  took  an  apart- 
ment at  15  s.  a  week. 

It  fhould  feem,  that,  though  his 
mind,  as  he  con fe fled,  was  much 


perfect  granger*. 

It  was,  therefore,  of  the  otmoft 
confequence  to  national  credit,, 
that  to  dangerous  a  villain,  how- 
ever ingenious,  fhould  be  detect- 
ed. It  was  nor  enough  for  him.io 
be  matter  of  counterfeitingtali  the 
external  lines  on  the  face  of  the 
notes  with  a  nicety  which  might 
deceive  even  the  very  clerks  Who 
iffued  the  notes,  but  he  had  ac* 


diftrefled  by  the  confeioufnefs  of    quired  the  very  art  of  countcrfeit- 
his  guilt,  yet  that  did  not  wholly    ing  the  internal  mark  of  the  papef 


deftroy  the  activity  of  it  for  inven- 
tion. It  is  afloniihing  to  contem- 
plate the  powers  of  an1  inventive 
mind,  when  directed  either  to 
good  or  evil  purpofes.  Harrifon, 
who  by  a  long  feries  of  deliberate 
ftudy,,  effected  at  laft  a  time- piece 
of  infinite  ufe  to  navigation,  and 
for  which  he  received  the  applaufe 
and  reward  of  his  country,  was 
forty  years  in  efFe&ing  that  which 
this  man  would  probably  have 
brought  to  perfection  in  lefs  than 
as  many  months,  had  his  inventive 
powers  been  directed  to  fo  laudable 
a  purpofe  :  for  fo  rapid  was  he  in 


on  which  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
England  are  drawn,  and  of  which 
paper  the  Directors  are  fo  choice 
as  not  to  fufFer  a  fbeet  to  be  made, 
if  we  are  rightly  informed,  nor  a 
note  to  be  printed  upon  it,  with- 
out the  attendance  of  a  trufty  per- 
fon or  perfon  s  to  infped,  upon 
oath,  the  whole  procefs.  In  this 
was  thought  their  fecurity,  and  it 
had  expoled  every  former  frandof 
the  like  kind  to  immediate  detec- 
tion ;  but  Matthiefbn's .  art  was 
beyond  their  reach :  he  held  the 
whole  circulation  of  the  Bank  in"' 
his  hands ;  for,  had  he  been  fuf- 


*  He  prefented  the   note  to  a  filver-fmith  at  Coventry,    of  whom*  he 
bought  a  pair  of  buckles,   who  carried  it  to  a  Banker's  at  netft  door,  and 

got  cafti  for  it. 

'  f«re4 


.» 


1     m 
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fercd  to  reign  long,  no  man  could 
have  been  fafe  in  taking  a  Bank- 
note, who  had  not  the  books  of 
the  Bank  to  refort  to.  Even  Mr. 
Geathing,  one  of  the  cafhiers,  be- 
ing afked,  if  he  had  feen  the  name 
fubfcribed  to  the  note  on  which 
the  prifoner  was  convicted,  on  a 
feparate  piece  of  paper,  without  any 
fufpicion  of  forgery,  whether  he 
conld  have  fworn  it  was  not  his 
hand-writing,  his  anfwer  was,  / 
do  not  knon.o  that  I  could. 

His  firft  care,  after  he  was  Set- 
tled in  his  lodgings,  was  to  pro- 
cure a  fair  20I.    note,    which  he 
went  to  the  Bank  for  himfelf ;  for 
he  was  cautious  of  trufting  even 
his  filler  with  any  of  his  affairs. 
Having  got  this  for  a  pattern,   he 
next  applied  to  a  brazier,  and  bad 
two  pieces  of  copper  cut  exactly  to 
the  dimenfions  of  the  plates  ufed 
by  the  Bank.    Thofe  rough  plates 
were  prepared,  as  we  before  ob- 
ferved,  by  himfelf;   and,  as  foon 
as  he  had  completed  the  notes,  he 
pretended  bufmefs  in  the  country, 
and  travelled  from  one  end  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  other,  to  negotiate 
them ;  for  the  buckles,  which  he 
bought  at  Coventry,  were  traced 
and  found  in  Scotland.     All   this 
paired    without    fufpicion    at    his 
lodgings :  when  be  went  out,  it 
was  in    the  middle  of  the  day ; 
and  when  he  came  home,  he  had 
all  the  appearance  of  a  man  who 
had  been  a  long  journey. 

He  no  fooner  came  home  than 
he  again  applied  to  the  Bank  for 
frefh  notes ;  and  a  circum dance, 
which  very  remotely  led  to  his 
detection,  gave  occafion  to  one  of 
the  tellers  of  the  Bank  to  mark 
him.  He  had  been,  on  the  17th 
of  March,  to  change  a  ten-pound 
note  ;  and,  on  the  24th,  he  came 


again  to  have  two  Bank-notes,  one1 
for   20I.   and  the   other  for    10L 
made  out  to  him  for  cafh.     On 
that  day  the  Excife»oirice  was  pay- 
ing 7000  guineas,  one  of  which 
was  fcrupled.     Matthiefon  looked 
at  it  as  it 'lay  at  a  diftance,  and 
faid  it  was  a  good  one.    "  Then/' 
faid  the  clerk  on  his  trial,    '«  T 
recollected  him.     I  turned  to  the 
book,    and  faw  I   had   paid  him 
thofe  three  notes,"    [meaning,  *wt 
fuppoje,  three  notes  nuhich  tucre  pro* 
duced  to  identify  the  per/on  of  Mat* 
thiefon].    But,  probably,  the  turn- 
ing to  the  book  was  a  fubfequenC 
act,    though    reprefented   in    the 
Seflions-paper  as  an  immediate  in* 
fpection,  for  which  there  was  then 
no  caufe. 

How  he  came  to  be  firft  Aif* 
peeled  at  the  Bank,  which  did  not 
happen  till  the  10th  of  April, 
does  not  appear;  but,  it  is  evi- 
dent, the  fufpicion  was  but  flight- 
]y  grounded,  as  the  fame  clerk 
apprehended  and  releafed  him  on 
the  fame  day,  and  did  not  carry 
him  before  a  magiftate  till  next 
morning,  when,  hearing  he  was 
going  along  Cornhill  with  a  bun- 
dle, he  followed  him,  and  per-  .. 
fuaded  him  to  go  back  with  him 
to  the  Bank  of  England. 

There  is  reafon,  indeed,  to  be- 
lieve that  his  frequent  appearance 
at  the  Bank,  exchanging  notes  of 
10  and  20I.  for  cafh,  and  fome- 
times  taking  out  notes  of  the  fame 
value,  and  paying  money  for  them, 
might  create  a  fufpicion  that  he 
was  fome  way  or  other  connected 
with  the  perfon  who  counterfeited 
notes  which,,  fince  his  firft  appear- 
ance there,  had  been  prefented  at 
the  Bank,  and  at  firft  paid  without 
fcruple,  and  probably  would  have 
continued  fo  to  hare  been,   had 

not 
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not  duplicates  of  the  fame  'notes    nicaUy)  was  fee n_  with  a  bunO-Io 
conic  in,  and  given  the'alarm.   By    "paHing  alorig  Corntvilt. 
comparing  thefe  one  with  Sri  other*, 
there  Was  found  To  material  a'dif- 
fererlcc,  that  the  clerks  -Johld'irr- 
Handy    tell  the  counterfeit   from. 
the  rear,  though  their  Briers  were 
to  pay  b'ofh    without   hefitatiojr, 
-provided  they  catrie  through  iny 
*oufe  ofcred.it,  or  other  own  reel- 
ed cnannel.  ...... 

To  ft  lengthen  this  ctinjefittre, 
tire  writer  Of  this1  account  rectf- 
lfrts  to  have  heara,  that,  while 
Matthiefon  was  it  (he  Bank  to 
exchange  a  real  note,'  one  Of  nfs 
own  forged  notes  came  in  for 
payment  at  the  fame  time;  Wif& 
that  this  furniiheU  the ''teller,  to 
whom  tbofe:  notes  we're  prefehced, 
with  an  occafiori  t'o  challenge- 
Maxwell  (for'  that  was  the  narrifc 
he  weht  by)-  pretty  roundly -with 
having  fome  knowledge  of  thefe 
forgeries,  feveral  of  which  had  ap^ 
peared;thoitgh  no  notice  had  been 
taken  of  them,  left  it  Ihoiildgive 
a  check  to  the  circulation  or  the 
real  notes.  This  he  fteadily  de- 
nied ;  yet  there  appeared  fome  al- 
teration in  his  countenance  which 
denoted  guilt,  but  nothing  that 
could  juilify  a  detainer,  and  he 
was  fufrered  to  efcapc.  Alarmed, 
however,  by  this,  he  knew  fie 
could  no  longer  carry  oh  his  rratjd 
with  fafcty  in  England;  anS  he 


Whether  the  teller  h 

ad  difc ovcr- 

ed  n 

lore  of  tliofe  notes 

iii  the  mean 

time 

,    or  had   received   particular 

inftr 

uftmns  from  his  1 

'uperiors  to 

deta 

in  Maxwef!  if  he  iliQuld  come 

agai 

blM  CTIi.il 

that  he  inlbntlv  polled  after 

him! 

and,  having  cor. 

30  op  with 

Mm, 

mitted  a  millake 

of  having 
in    the  ufi 

of  th 

c  money  he  had  p 

lid  him  the 

day  before,  perfuaded 

him  to  re- 

with him  to  the  B, 

mit  to  have 

that 

milhke  rectified. 

Beitfg  afk- 

edi 

hat  the  millake  wa 

s,  the  other 

repli     . 

ed,   that  lie  belie 

tei   nfe  had 

paid,  half  a  guinea  too 

much  :    on 

wbic 

h   Maxwell  madd- 

light of  the 

matt 

er,  and,  putting 

hTs'handU 

pocket,  pulled  out  a 
and  offered  him  that.  The  clerk 
(aid,  that  would  not  do  ;  the  rftjf- 
take  mull  be  reclified  by  the  books, 
or  he  mult  lofe  his  place.  This' 
had  the  dented  eifecl :  he  cbrj- 
fented  to  return,  and  in  his  way 
back  left  his  bundle  at  a  particu- 
lar (hop.  As  foon  as  he  entered, 
the  Bank,  he  was  told  that  lie 
lull  (lay   till   the   Directors  r 


,nd  he 


i  Ihei 


porters  palling  t 
might  fee  and  obferve  h 


faring  td  TeaVe  the  Kirrff- 
en  next  day  fAjril  i'iJ, 
•retty  early  in  the  morning,  I 
die:  was  toTd  that  his fiiaif  tilt.. 
.-ell  (for  fo  he  was  now' ftyled1  h% 


What  palTcd  between  him  and  . 
the.  Directors,  the  writer  does  not 
pretend  to  know  ;  all  that  appear- 


ftte    St  was,  his   bundl. 

iind  examined,  but  there 
tning  exceptionable  found 


The  contents  of  the  bundle  Were,  fome  linen  and  clothes,'  a  pair  of  pTltpui, 
guineas  in  gold,  fortie  reaV  Bank  notes,  fttne  gravers,  and  watCh-mak- 
jnls,  but  nothing  that  had  the  appearance  of  any  inftrutnent  to  fabricate 

ot.  XXII.  [X]  Yet, 
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Yet,    notwith (landing   this  harm-  intelligence  offices,  and  had  col- 
lefs    appearance,   it  was  thought  lecled  all  the  information  poflible 
xiecefTary,  in  a  cafe  of  fo  much  concerning  him ;  when,  to  his  ut- 
confequence,  to  take  him  before  ter  confufion,  the  advertifement  of 
Sir  John  Fielding,  where,  though  the  Darlington  bank  was  produ- 
he  had  eluded  the  qqeftions  that  ced,  and  he  was  found  to  anfwer 
had  been  put  to  him  by  the  Di-  the  defcription  of  Matthiefon,  who 
re  dors,  he  perhaps  might  not  be  was  fufpecled  to  have  forged  the 
able  to  evade  thofe  put  to  him  by  notes  that  had  been  counterfeited 
the  experience  and  fagacity  of  that  of  that  bank.     This  being  read  to 
jnagiftrate ;  by  whom  he  was  par-  him,  and  being  afked  if  his  name 
ticularly  afked  as  to  his  family,  was    not  Matthiefon,    in  Head  of 
his  friends,    his  connections,    his  Maxwell,  he  all  at  once  loft'' his 
place  of  abode,  his  purfuits,  and  refolution,  turned  pale,  burft  into 
his  prpfeffions ;  to  all  which  quef-  tears,  and,  after  faying  he  found 
tions,  he  faid,  he  had  reafons  for  he  was  a  dead  man,   he  added, 
declining  to  anfwer.     He  was  a  "  And  now  I  will  confefs  all." 
citizen  of  the  world,  he  faid,  and  He  accordingly  owned    that    he 
knew  not  how  he  came  into  it,  nor  fabricated  the  notes  in  the  man- 
how  he  fhould  go  out  of  it.     No-  ner  already  related ;  that  the  mo- 
thing,  therefore,  appearing  againft  ment  he  had  completed  the  nam- 
him,  the  Sollicitor  of  the  Bank  ber  of  notes  he  thought  proper, 
fent  him   to  a  public  houfe,  at-  he  deftroyed  the  plates  and  every 
tended  by  proper  officers,  while  he  implement  which  he  had  made  ufe 
ihould  con fult  the  magi  Urates  about  of  in  the  fabrication  ;  that  his  next 
refloring  to  him  his  bundle,  and  bufinefs    was  to  negociate    thofe 
letting  him  at  large.     Being  pla-  notes,  and  then  return  and  make 
ced  in  the  in  fide  of  the  box  next  out  more ;  that  he  had  an  afto- 
the  window,  he  had  not  fat  long  nifhing  facility  in  doing  all  this, 
before  he,  lifting  up  the  fafh  as  if  fo  that  he  could  accomplifh  the 
to  let  in  air,  gave  a  fudden  fpring,  whole  in  lefs  than  a  fingle  day. 
and  jumped  out;  but,  being  im-  By  what  appeared  upon  the  trial, 
mediately  purfued,  was  taken  and  it  ihould  feem  that  he  difcovered 
brought  back.      This  confirmed  to  the  Sollicitor  of  the  Bank  his 
the  Sollicitor  in  his  fufpicions  that  method  of  counterfeiting* the  wa- 
ne was  the  man  ;  otherwife  why  ter-mark  ;     but,    upon    enquiry, 
ihould  he  fly,  and  leave  his  money  there  is  reafon  to  doubt  whether 
and  effects  behind  him  ?     Being  he  made  any  particular  difcovery, 
afked  his  motive,  his  anfwer  was,  only,  in  general,  that  he  bimfelf 
It  was  his  humour.     It  was,  how-    was  the  fole  fabricator, 
ever,    determined  not  to  let  him        Thus  much  we  have  been  able 
go  till  he  had  undergone  a  fecond    to  colled  of  a  man,  whofe  powers 
examination  by  Sir  John  Fielding,    of  imitation  never  were  equalled, 
who,  before  he  was  brought  up,    and,  we  hope,  for  the  good  of  this 
extended  his  enquiries  to  all  his    country,  never  will  in  future. 

5 

The 
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The  following  authentic  Extra&s  from  the  Corn-Regifter,  are  derived 
from  Accounts  collected  from  the  Cuitojn-Houfe.  Books,  and  deli- 
vered to  Mr.  John  James  Catnerwood,  by  Authority  of  Parliament. 


t  An  Account  'of  the  Quantities  if  all  Com  and  Grain  exported from,  and  im- 
ported into,  England  and  Scotland,  iqitbjbe  Bounties  and  Drawback* 
paid,  and  the  Duttis  received '  thereon  >  fir  one  Tear  ended  the  $th  of]** 

nuary,  1780*.  •»>•■■■.    '-  *  "  • 

EXPORTED. 


1779- 

ENGLAND. 

Wheat  and  Wheat  Meal 
Wheat  Flour  ..-     -     - 

Rye 

Barley  -  -  -  -  - 
Malt    ------ 

Oats -     - 

Oatmeal  -  -  -  -  - 
Beans  -  -  -  -  - 
Peafe 


SCOTLAND. 


Wheat  -  -  - 
Wheat  Flour  - 
Barley  and  Bear 
Malt  -  -  -  - 
Oats  -  -  -  - 
Oatmeal  -  -  - 
Peafe  and  Beans 


1779- 

ENGLAND. 

Wheat     -     -  -  - 

Wheat  Flour  -  - 

Rye 

Barley     -     -  -  - 

-Oats       -      -  -  - 

Oatmeal      -  -  - 

Beans      -     -  -  - 

Peafe     -     -  -  - 


SCOTLAND. 

Wheat  Flour    -     - 
Oats      -     -     -     - 


BiitifK 


Quarter*;  ^Qganwr.  -f  Drawbacks  paid. 

£.     s.  d. 


48*180     JL. 
3,162 

74,287 
11,291 

2*475 
>9*°7S 
13*13° 


'Foreign' 


2S61 

9**39 

937 
3,022 

219 

2,638 

897J 

M    P    O    R 

Quarters. 


7»78i* 
»>795f 

V 
2,583 

Nil 
5*63S 

5**o6- 


Boanties  aild 


.  ■m* 


51,349   2  6Bq. 


97    x    2  Dr. 


3,157  Boo  At. 


TED. 

Duties 
receited. 


c 


d. 


2,849  l8    7 


The 
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The  following  is  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  England 
-  and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Wihchefter  bufhel,  for  the  year  1779? 


Wheat 

fye 

Barley 

Oats 

Beans 

* 

/.     d. 

s,     d. 

s.    d. 

/.   d. 

4    *l 

2      II 

*  si 

1     9 

3      ©J 

<         *r 


Nf  B»    The  prices  of  the.fineft  and  coarfeft  forts  of  grain  generally 
exceed  add  reduce  the  average  price  as  follows,  Viz. 

Wheat    Rye      Barley    Oats     £eans. 
Per  bufhel,      6d?        3d.        3d,        3d.        6d, 


SUPPJPI.E^ 


t  hs  } 


SUPPLIES  granted  by  Palrliafo'eat,  fo* 

the  Year  1770. 


December  ^,.1778*  .,,..,,.    i    .. 

I.  ^T-^  HAT  70,000  men  he_£jtnpioyed  for  thfeffea 

X      fervice,    for  the    year  :  1779*    including 

17,389  marines.  * 


JJ'ECEMBH  Ifr. 


•1 


i»  •- 


1 .  For  the  ordinary  of  the  navyi  including  iaTf  pajr  ' 
to  the  fea  and  marine  officejs^  fpr  fcjje  ye^r  177a,      ...  369/, 88z 

2.  Towards  building',  rebuilding,  jaiid  ."ffOfUTJI  of    . 
fhips  of  war  in  his  Majejly^s, yaids^  and  pther. extr^r 
works,  over  and  above  what  are  projpbfedto  be  done 
upon  the  heads  of  wear  and  tear  in  ordinary,  for  the 

year  1779  — —  .n  ■■  579»'8^ 


o    o 


6    1 


o    o 


a  r  jv£  y, . 

December.  15.  . 

1.  That  a  number  of  land.fbrcea,  including  Sfzli  , 
invalids,  amounting  to  30,54!$  effective, mtfn,  c;om- 
miiTioned  and  non -com million ed  officers  included,  be 
employed  for  the  fervjee  of  the  year  1779.       ,  ,    *   ,  . 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  £0,346  effeSivfe 
men  for  guards,  garrifons,  and  other  his  ftfajeJEtyj's 
forces  in  Great  Britain,  Jerfey,  and  Guernfey,  lor 
the  year  1 779 


4,5.89,069    6  . 1. 


«Mi9»  !*' 


6 


3.  For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  general  ftajFoffi-  ,    ,,       j 
cers  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1779  , .     —     ,            37^aoo    ft 

4.  For  maintaining  his  Majefty's  forces  and  garri-,  ,• 
fons  in  the  plantations  and  Africa,  including  thofe  in 
garrifon  in  Minorca  and  Gibraltar ;  and  for  orovifions 
for  the  forces  in  North  America,  Nova  Scotia,  I^ew-. 

foundland,  Gibraltar,  the  Ceded  litands,  and  Afacju..    .       ■     ._        % 
for  the  year  1779  '  "'  1,105,118  II     O 

[X]  3  For 


f  * 
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5.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  difference  of  pay 
between  the  Britiih  and  Irifh  eftablilhment  of  one  re- 
giment of  light  dragoons,  and  fix  regiments  of  foot, 

ferving  in  North  America,  for  the  year  1779  52,923     1     6 

6.  for  defraying  the  charge  of  five  Hanoverian  re- 
giments of  foot  at  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  and  for 
provifions  for  the  three  battalions  of.  the  faid  troops 

at  Gibraltar,  for  the  year  1779  ■  S6>°74  *9     \\ 

7.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  13*472  men  of  the 
troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle  Caflel,  in  the  pay 
of  Great  Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant 

to  treaty,  for  the  year  1779  ■  367,203     9  10 

8.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  two  regiments  of 
Hanau,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together  with 
the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  hereditary 

Prince  of  Hefle  Caflel,  for  the  year  1779        —         35*441     3     2I 

9.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  foot 
of  Waldeck,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together 
with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  reigning 

Prince  of  Waldeck,  for  the  year  1779         '  l7>\&     3     zi 

10.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  4300  men,  the 
troops  of  the  reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  in  the  pay 
of  Great  Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy,  for  the 

year  1779  93*947  *5     8 

11.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  1447  men,  the 
troops  of  the  Margrave  of  Brandeburgh  Anfpach,  in 

'  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy, 
for  the  year  1779  ■  39*^44  14     3 

12.  To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fums  voted 
for  the  troops  of  the  Margrave  of  Brandeburgh  An- 
fpach, in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  being  the  charge 
of  an  augmentation  to  the  faid  troops,  from  Nov.  1, 

1777,  to  Dec.  24,   1778  ■  7,958  10  1  if 

13.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  corps  of  foot  of 
Anhalt  Zerbft,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together 
with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  reign- 
ing Prince  of  An  hah  Zerbft,  for  the  year  1 779  16,630  n     9! 

14.  For  defraying  due  charge  of  provifions  for  the 
foreign  troops  ferving  in  North  America,  in  the  pay 

of  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1779  48,668     3     9^ 

1 5 .  For  defraying  the  charge  of  artillery  for  the  fo- 
reign troops  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  purfuant  to 

treaties,  for  the  year  1779  ""~~~      27,683   14    o 

16.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  embodied  mili- 
tia of  the  feveral  counties  of  South  Britain,  and  of 
three  regiments  of  fencibie  men  in  North  Britain,  for 

the  year  1779  ■     -  —  610,882     5     o 

17.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  cloathing  for  the 

.  embodied  militia  in  South  Britain,  for  the  year  1779        85,760  17     2 

For 
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i  8.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  additional  compa- 
nies to  the  embodied  militia  in  South  Britain*  for  the 
year  1778         « = —  -^i- *  +-*.      5,421  i$    6 

19.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  cloathing  fbr  addi- 
tional companies  to  the  embodied  militia  in  South 

Britain,  for  the  year  1 778  ™  »   »       4,656    4    6 

20.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  feveral  augmenta- 
tions to  his  Majefty's  forces,  for  the  year  1779  *$9»7l3     3    ♦ 

February  $3,  177$. 

1.  On  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Ma^  *  '  ' 
jelly's  land  forces  and  marines,  for  the  year  1779          87*703    &    4 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  for  allowances  to  fe» 
veral  private  gentlemen  of  the  two  troops  of  horfe 
guards  reduced,  and  to  the  fuperannuated  gentle-    v 
men  of  the  four  troops  of  horfe  guards,  for  the  yeaf  * 

'779  -*— *      '    .      — —  6zS    t  it 

3.  Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  Out-pen* 

fioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  for  the  year  1779  103,127  14    1 

March  zt. 

1.  For  completing  the  whofe  charge  of  the  pay  of  .     ., 
one  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and  fix  regiments  of 

foot,  which  of  late  years  have  been  paid  in  part  of 
the  revenues  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  are  now 
ferving  in  North  America,  for  the  year  177^  63,195  lit  t&" 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  fenci- 
ble  men,  to  be  forthwith  raifed  in  North  Britain,  for 

the  year  1779  ■■•    ■      "  *— *         — * •     19*584     2     o 

March  29. 
Towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expenses  of 
his  Maje fly's  land  forces,  and  other  fervices  incurred, 
between  the  31ft  Jan*  1778,  and  the  ift  Feb.  1779* 
and  not  provided  for  by  parliament  — —         ±,026,1$?    4    4§ 

AprIl  22. 

1 .  To  make  good  the  charge  of  forming  three  regi- 
ments of  light  dragoons  of  41!  men  each,  out  of 
the  light  troops  belonging  to  the  regiments  of  dra*  - 
goon  guards,    and  dragoons  in  Great  Britain,  in* 

eluding  the  charge  of  bringing  Oeneral  Elliot's  and  > 

Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne's  regiments  to  the  like  ^efta- 

blifhment,  for  the  year  1779       %       — **-*  ■ '    '  <*  -     6*246     5     6 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  an  augmentation  to 
a  corps  of  Royal  Highland  emigrants,  ferving  in 
North  America,  from  the  25th  May,  1779,  to  the 

24th  Dec.  following,  both  days  inclusive,  being  214  •  * 

days  «     ■         "■  ■      •  " »  '  »  "..        4*!'3     ^     ^ 


i  tm  i       ■     .W 
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ORDNANCE, 

December  15,  1778. 

1.  For  the  charge. of  the  office  of  Ordnance  for  f 

the  laad  fervice,  for  the  year  1.779       *  — 395,438. 15      4 

2.  For  defraying  the  expence  of  fervices  perform- 
ed bv  the  oflice  of  Ordnance  for  land  Jervice,  and  not 

provided  for  by  parliament  in  the  year  1778  52I»93>    l3      5 


9!7>374     8     9 

MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 

Februaurv  18,  1779. 

1.  To  be  advanced  to  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  merchants  of  England,  trading  into  the  Le- 
vant fea,  to  be  applied  in  affifting  the  faid  company 
in  carrying  on  their  trade  ■  ■  5»ooo     o     o 

2S  For  the  expences  of  xhe  new  roads  of  commu- 
nication, and  building  bridges,  in  the  Highlands  of 
Noith  Britain  ■  ■  ■  6,995     o     o 

May  3. 

1.  For  the  augmentation  of  the  fallariei  of, the 
Puifne  Judges  of  the  courts  of  King's-bench- and 
Common-pleas,  and  the  Puifne  Barons  of.  the  „Coif 
of  the  court  of  Exchequer  at  Weftmirifter*  for  the 
time  being,  in  the  proportion  .of  400 1..  to. each  of 
the  faid  judges  and  barons  in  every  yeajr  — — —         3,600.   o   .  o 

2*  For  the  augmentation  of  the  (alary  of  the  chief., 
baron  of  the  Exchequer  for  the  time  being,  per  ann.  50a    o     o 

May  6. 

1.  To  make  good  the  fum  iflued  by  bis.Majefty's 

orders  in  purfuance  of  the  addreflcs  of  the  Haufe  32,968     2     3 

2.  To  replace  the  fum  iflued  by  his  Majefty's  or- 
ders to  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell,  for  the.  .expence  of 
confining,  maintaining,  and  employing  convicts  on 

the  River  Thames  ■  ■  13,586*   7     0 

May  27. 

1.  To  make  good  the  fum  iflued  by  his  Majelly's 
orders,  to  be  applied  for  the  relief  and  benefit  of 

fundry  American  civil  officers,  and  others  who  have  v 

fufFered  on  account,  of  their  attachment  to  his  Ma- 

jefty's  government.  — « —  ■    ■-         60,527     3      6 

For  defraying  expences  attending  general  furveys  . 
of  his  Majelly's  dominions  in  North  America,  for 
the  year  1779  — . .  2,041   *  o  -  o 

2.  To  .be  paid  to  James  Berkenhout,  Efq;  and 
Thomas  Clarke  of  the  town  of  Leeds,  dyer,  upon  a 
proper  difcovery  to  be  made  by  them,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  public,  of  their  method  of  dying  fcarlet  and  crim- 

fon,  as  well  us  other  colours,  on  linncn  and  cotton  5,000    o     o 

For 
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For  defraying  the  charges-  of  tl«;.  following  civil - 
cflabliihrnents,  and  other  incidental  expences.  at-  * 
tending  the  fame  ;  te>  wit*  in  America*:,..      '  c 

i .  His  M felly's  ifUntf^St:  J&hi*^    ■  jzytfK  • 

2.  His  Majefty's  coiOTiy-of'Gcofgta1    :    2900*!.-    .  \ 

3 .  His  Majefty's  colony  of  Nova  -Scott*  47901: 

4.  HisMajefty'sccOoiwof  Bali'Flowd*  495oi.:- 

5.  His  Majefty's  colonyT)f'Weft"£lorida  4900I. . 


20,796    O  ..Q 


For. repairing}  maintaining,  and  fapportiog.  the 
Britifh  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coall  of  Africa, 
for  the  year  1 7  80-.  •    ■■  I^OOO'D*  X) 


164,013   13.    2- 


LOA^S  DISCHARGED. 
December  14,  1778. 

i.  For  paying  oiF^nd  difchargw^th!eEKchexjoer' 
bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an ^«y  pafieUin  4l»  idft  \  - 

fefiion  of  parliament,  intitled,  "  An  aft  for  railing 
a  certain  fum  of  money  by  loan*;  or;  Bxch^tjaar 
bills,  for  the  {cTvict,6£tht,ye^^y9/9U^U^dttTgi:  •  *  .  , 

ed  on  the  firil  aids  to  be  granted-irti'tWs  -fctitep  ;o#-      "     •  '•"■  1  «  -.-     e 
parliament  ■  ■•  -  •       ■■■'  '*■■    •-    '■.■""■  •■•  i^b^jt^OV* '  •0^  oi 

2.   For  paying  offend  di&harging.  tht-Efttihe^aer ' 
b.'ls  made  out  by  virtue,  of  an  act,  patted  in* the  Uft 
f.-iiion   of  parliament,  intitled,*  "  An >a&ifoF'eQa<t- 
bling  his  Majefly  to  raifethe  fumof  one- million  for-  • 

the    ufes    and   purposes  therein*  -.mentioned/'    and*  l 

charged  ro  the  hrft  aids  to  be-  granted' in> -this  fe*fiidn 
of  parliament  ■  ■     "    ■'    ■      ■  ■>*  *~  ^  1,006,009-    o>*  O1 

April  j,  1779.  ... 

For  paying  off  and  difcharging -the  Exchequer  •    ■    ;* 

hills- made  out  by  virtue-of  ai>  adfc,  paffe4-*in>tlMfJ"  •    •    - 

Lit  fefiion   of  parliament,  intitled,    "  An  ■,a&'*fdf11  - 

railing  a  farther  fum-  of  money,  by  loans  or  Exche--- 
quer  bills,  for  the  fervice-of  the  year- 1778/*  $00,000    0",-b'* 

For  difcharging  and-  paying  off  thepwzesf-of  th«,:  »   •■■   .       ;"  *«. 

lottery,  of  the  year  1778  "■-  ■  —  '*■    4qtiytt&i  &°-Qfi\ 

**-     *    3,4$^,c*W:,vo  •  ir 
DEFICIENCIES.  '  •  ■".«  i"»<>  *"*•  m<inn»» 

Ap.rlli.  »  '•   ''  ,"-   '     ■■■' 

1.  To  replace  to  the  finking  fu»ad,C*he  likfe-'futof* 
p.iid  out  of  the  fam#v-to-make*gbdd  .thti  dcifcittticJK' :    ~  ;:'\    *\ 
on  the  5th  July,  1778,  of  the  fund-  eftaW*<h»d- «fbr*  *!»^  ^,;    *"-;'■  V  ** 
paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  aft  made  in  the 

31ft 


35o]      ANNUAL  REGISTER,   i77g. 

31ft  year  of  his  late  Majefty,   toward  the  fupply 

granted  for  the  year  1758  40,540     o     6 

2.  To  replace  to  the  finking  fund,  the  like  fum, 
paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
on  the  5th  July,  1778,  of  the  fund  eftabliflied  for 
paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  a&  made  in  the 
1 8th  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  towards  the  fupply 

granted  for  year  the  1778  98,891      *     g 

May  6. 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the 
ferviceofthe  year  1778        < 66,744.     *     *l 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  land  tax  250,000     o     o 

To  make  gopd  the  deficiency  of  the  malt  tax  200^000     o     o 

65<W5     7  11} 


Total  of  fupplies  ■  ■  15.729,654     s     4| 

Ways  and  Me  ans  for  raifing  the  above  Supplies,  granted  to  bis  Majejh, 

for  the  Service  of  the  Tear  1778.  J  J  J* 

December  5,  1778. 

1.  That  the  fum  of  four  (hillings  in  the  pound, 
and  no  more,  be  raifed  within  the  lpace  of  one  year, 

from  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one  thoufand  , 

feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  upon  lands,  tene- 
ments, hereditaments,  penfions,  offices,  and  per- 
fonal  eftates,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  Wales,  and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon 
Tweed ;  snd  that  a  proportionable  cefs,  according 
to  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  union,  be  laid 
upon  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland         2,000,000     o     o 

2.  That  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and 
perry,  which,  by  an  acl  of  parliament  of  the  eigh- 
teenth year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  reign,  have  con- 
tinuance to  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  be  further 
continued,  and  charged  upon  all  malt  which  mail 
be  made,  and  all  mum  which  mall  be  made  or  im- 
ported, and  all  cyder  and  perry  which  fhall  be  made 
tor  fale,.  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  from 
the  twenty- third  day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-nine,  to  the  twenty  fourth  day 

of  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty  750,000     o     o 

February  25,   1779. 
That,  towards  raffing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  the  fum  of  7,ooo,oool.  be  raifed  by  an- 
nuities* 
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nuities,  and  the  further  Aim  of  490,000!.  ;by  a  lot- 
tery in  manner  following ;  that  is  to  fay, 

That  every  contributor  to  the  faid  7,000,000 1. 
fhall,  for  every  100I.  contrijbutedy  be  entitled  to  an 
annuity  after  the  rate  of  3I.  per  cent,  per  ann. 
redeemable  by  parliament;  ana  alfo  to  a  further    ,'...- 
annuity  of  3I.  15  s.  per  cent,  per  ann.  to  conti- 
nue for  a  certain  term  of  twenty-nine  years,  and 
then  to  ceafe ;   the  faid  annuity  of  3I.  per  cent*       ... 
and  of  3I.  158.  percent,  to  commence  from  t;he 
15th  day  of  January,  1779,  and  to  be  payable  and    .  :  . 
transferable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  audio  be  paid 
half  yearly  on  the  5th  day  of  July,  and  the  5th  day    ....:., 
of  January  in  every  year,  and  (hall  be  charged  and  ■ 
chargeable  upon,  and  payable  out  of,  a  fund. to  be   .     t 
eftablilhed  in  this  feffion  of  parliament  for  payment    -'      '      .    ,    '. 
thereof,  and  for  which  the  finking  fund  wall  be  a         ..-■-■■ 
collateral  fecurity :  ,      .  '  . 

That  every  contributor,  or  his  or  her  renrefenta-  , . 
tive,  who  (hall  chufe  to  have  and  receive  a  life  an* 
nuity  inftead  of  the  faid  annuity  of  3I.  15  s.  per  .  ,  . 
cent,  per  ann.  to  continue  for  a  certain  term  of  ,..;...     ;?  .* 
twenty- nine  years  "as  aforefaid,  lhall,   upon  com* 
pleting  the  whole  of  his  or  her  contribution  money;   .•,  .,.- 

and  fignifying  fuch  his  or  her  intention  to  the  chief 
oaftiier  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of '     ■ 
England,  have  a  certificate  figncd  by  him  the  faid  " 

cafhier,  expreffing  the  fum  fo  paid  by  fuch  contri- 
butor, or  his  or  her  reprefentative,  and  the  annuity 
after  the  rate  of  3L  15  s.  per  cent,  per  ann.  to 
which  fuch  perfon  is  entitled  in  refpecY  of  the  fame; 
and  (hall,  upon  producing  fnch  certificate  to  th£ 
auditor  of  the  receipt  of  his  Majefty's  Exchequer, 
at  any  time  on  or  before  the  zzd  day  of  December  »   . 

next,  have  and  be  entitled  to  a  like  annuity,  after 
the  rate  of  3I.  15  s.  per  cent,  per  ann.  to  be  paid 
at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  to  commence  from  . ;  . 

the  5  th  day  of  January,  1779,  and  to  be  paid  and 
payable  half  yearly,  on  the  5th  day-of  July  and  the 
5th  day  of  January  in  every  year,  during  the  life 
of  fuch  nominee  as  he  or  fhe  lhall  appoint  at  the  ., 

time  of  delivering  fuch  certificate  to  the  faid  audi- 
tor of  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  the  faid 
fund  to  be  eftablilhed  in  this  (eflion  of  parliament, 
and  for  which  the  linking  fund  is  to  be  a  collateral 
fecurity:  .'.'.. 

That  every  contributor  towards  raifing  the  fum  : 

of  7,000,000 1.  (hall,  for  every  1000I.  by  him  ox  ■  . 

ncr 
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her  contributed,  be  entitled  to  fcvzzi  tickets  In  a 
:ottery  iJ  con  nil  or*  49,000  tickets,  amocn-ing  to 
4.3c,  ccc  1.  upon  payment  of  the  farther  fum  of  io\. 
for  each  :ickec ;  the  faid  450x00!.  to  be  di£ribuced 
into  prizes  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
fortunate  tickets  in  the  faid  lottery,  which  (hall  be 
paid  in  money  at  the  bank  of  England  to  fuch  pro- 
prietors, upon  demand,  as  foon"  after  the  ift  day  of 
March,  17^0,  as  certificates  canbe  prepared;  with- 
out any  deduction  whatfbever: 

That  every  contributor  fhal!,  on  or  before  the-2d 
cf  March  next,  make  adepefit  of  15*1.  per  cent,  on 
fuch  turn  as  he  or  (he  fhail  chefe  to  fubferibe   to- 
ward? nifing  the  faid  fum  of  7,000,000!.  with*  xhe* 
chief  cafhicr  or  cafhiers  of  the  governor  12nd  com- 
pany of  the  bank  of  England  ;  and  a!fo  a  depofit  cf 
15I.  percent,  with  the  faid  cafhier  or  cr/hrers,  in 
part  of  the  monies  to  be  contributed  towards  railing  ' 
the  faid  fum  of  490,000!.  by  a" lottery;  asa.fccu* 
rity  for  making  the  future  payments,  refpeftively, 
on  or  before  the  days  or  times  hereinafter  limited  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  en  7,000,000!.  for  annuities,  10I. 
per  cent.  011  or  before  the' 23d  day  of  April  next; 
ic,l.  percent,  on  or' before  the  28th  day' of  May 
next;   10!.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  25th  iky  of 
June  next ;  15 1.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  23d  day 
cf  July  next;   1 5 1.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  27m 
day  of  Auguft  next;  10?.  percent,  on  or  before' 
thc22dday  of  October  next ;  10!.  percent,  on  or  be- 
fore the  19th  day  of  November  next.  On  the  lottery 
for  490,0001.  20I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  9:h 
day  of  April  next ;  2tl.  per  cent,  on  or  before' the 
7th  day  of  May  next;  20 1.  per  cent,  on  or  before' 
the  1 1  th  day  of  June  next ;  20 1.  per  cent,  on  or  be- 
fore the  8th  day  of  October  next. 

That  all  the  monies,  fo  to  be  received  by  the? 
faid  chief  caihier  or  cafhiers  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  England,  mail  be  paid  into 
the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  to  be  applied  from 
time  to  time  to  fuch  fervices  as  (hall  then  have  been 
voted  in  this  fefiion  of  parliament : 

That  every  contributor  who  (hall  pay  in  the  whole  of 
his  or  her  contribution  money  toward*  the  faid  fum  of 
7,000,000!.  to  be  contributed  for  annuities  as  afore - 
iaid,  at  any  time  before  the  19th  day  of  Oftober  next, 
or  on  account  of  his  or  her  fhare  in  the  faid  lottery, 
on  or  before  the  8th:day  of  Jane  next,  fhall  be  al- 
lowed an  intereft,  by  wayof  difecunt;  after  the  rate' 
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of  3I.  percent,  perann.  on,  the- Aims  fo  complet- 
ing his  or  her  contribution  money,  refpficltveiy,  to 
be  computed  from  fhe.dav  of  completing  the  fame 
to  the  19th  day  of  November  next,  in  regard  to  the  . 
Turn  to  be  paid  for  the  faid  annuities,  and  to  the  &th 
day  of  October  next,  in  refpeft  ojf  the  fuift  to  he  paid  . .  .• 
on  account  of  the  faid  lottery.;  a.nd  that  all  Xuch      ...  ; 

perfons  as  fhall  make  their  full  payments  on  the  faid    -  ■        t 

lottery,  fhall  have  their  tickets  delivered  \o  them  as 
foon  as  they  can  conveniently  bfi(jna.de,Qut:       '. 

That  the  annuities  after  the  rat^  of  3  h  percent, 
per  ann.  to  be  payable  in  refpe£t  >of  the  faid 
7, 000, cool.  tp-J3e  contributed  as  aforefaid,  fhall,  .  , 

from  the  time  of  their  commencement,  be  added 
to  and  made  one  joiat  ftocfe  ^ith  the  3I.  per  .cent. 
annuities  confolidated,,  per  ac^s  35th,  .fiSJtb,  29th, 
31ft,  3 2d,  and  33d  Georgii  JIdi.  and  by  feveral  fub- 
fequent  a&s,  and  fr\all  bp  payable,  and  tcansferrabie 
at  the  bank  of  England,  an,d  fubjedt  to  redemp- 
tion in  the  fame  mariner  as  the,  faid  3I.  per  .cent, 
confolidated  annuities  are  payable  and  traOfiferrable 
there  and  redeemable  by  parliament  .•••■•  y,,$go;aoo  :a.-   e 

Max  6.  '     ■■      .        ."■•...... 

That  the  fura  of  fifteen,  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  ninety- feven  pounds,    ten  fallings,  and  five 
pence  farthing,  remaining  in  the  ..receipt  of  the  Ex- 
chequer on  the  5th  day  of  Jauuary,  J|#r/0,  of* the.  ,  .  . 
furplufTes  of  the  feveral  flamp  duties  granted  by  the 
adts  of  the  thirty-fecond  year  of  King.  Georgia  the    ' 
Second,  and  of  the  fecond  and  fifth  .years  of  his.  .--w 
prefent  Majefly,  for  augmenting,  the  falartss  of  the-  ■-  •.  ■■       . 

judges  of  Jingland-and  Wales,  -  after  payment  of 

the  feveral  allowances  then  due  and  payable  out  of 
the  fame,  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  to-be  applied 
to  the  augmentation  of  the  falaries  of  the  chief 
baron  of  the  court  of  Exchequer  at  Weftminfter*  \ 
and  of  the  Puifne  Juftices  of  the  courts  of  King's 
Bench  and  Common. Bieas,  and  the.  Puifne  Barons. 
of  the  Coif  of  the  court  of.  Exchequer  at  Weftmin-         v 

fter u.  „  '_ ._       x  5,297  ro.    5^ 

June  i. 

x.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to^  . .  •  ■ 
his  Majefty,  there  be  iifued  and  applied  the  fnm  of  1  • 
two  million  feven ty-one  thoufand  eight- hundred- and  * 

fifty -four  pounds,  thirteen  millings,  and  eight 
pence  halfpenny,  out  of  fuch  monies  as  have  arifen, 
or  fhall  ox  may  arife,  of  the  furplufTes,  exccfles,  or 

overplus 


334]        ANNUAL    REGI  STER,  1779. 

overplus  monies,  and  other  revenues,  compofing  the 

fund  commonly  called  the  finking  fund         — •        2,71,85413    -8J 

2.  That,  towards  raiting  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  the  Turn  of  one  million  five  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds,  be  raifed  by  loans  or  Exchequer  bills, 
to  be  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in 
the  next  feffion  of  parliament ;  and  fuch  Exchequer 
bills,  if  not  difcharged,  with  intereft  thereupon, 
on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  April,  one  thoufand  fe- 
ven hundred  and  eighty,  to  be  exchanged  and  re- 
ceived in  payment  in  fuch  manner  as  Exchequer 
bills  have  ufually  been  exchanged  and  received  in 

payment  ■  ■  —     1,500,000    o    o 

3.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  Majefty,  the  further  fum  of  one  million  nine 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  be  raifed  by  loans  or  Ex* 
chequer  bills,  to  be  charged  upon  the  hrfk  aids  to 
be  granted  in  the  next  feffion  of  parliament;  and 
fqch  Exchequer  bills,  if  not  difcharged,  with  in- 
tereft thereupon,  on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  April, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  to  be  ex- 
changed'and  received  in  payment  in  fuch  manner 
as  Exchequer  bills  have  ulually  been  exchanged  and 

received  in  payment  ■  ■  •  ■  ■■  ■    '        ■      1,900,000    o    o 

4.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  Majefty,  there  be  applied*  the  fum  of  two.  thou* 
fand  feven  hundred  fixty-three  pounds  and  one  fiiil-    .   - 
ling,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer  on 
the  fifth  day  of  April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  - 
and  feventy-nine,  fubjed  to  the  'difpofition  of  par-    ' 
liament,  exclufive  of  the  furplus  monies  then  re- 
maining of  the  finking  fund  ■■    '  ■  ■■     '■     '2,763    o    o 

Total  of  ways  and  means    ■  ■         ■        ■  I5»729»9I5    4    !i 

Excefs  of  ways  and  means         — - — — •  — —  260  1 8     9 


Note,  A  <vote  of  credit  of  one  million  «was  alfo  granted 

this  JeJJion, .  and  is  charged  on  the  next  aids, 
■    The  additional  public  debt  funded  and  provided 
for  this  year,  amounts  to  (even  millions ;  the  intereft 
of  which,  at  3  per  cent,  per  an n.  is  ■  210,000    o    o 

The  annuity  for  twenty-nine  years,  of  3 1.  15  s. 
per  cent,  per  ann.         ■  ■  262,500    o    o 


In  all  m  >■    «  ■       472,560    o    o 

This 
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This  Aim  (by  acts  paiTed  in  purfuance  of  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  ift  of  March)  is  propofed  to  be 
raifed  in  the  following  manner : 

An  addition al. duty. pf  five  per  cent. , on  the  full         ,  .  ,    ,  , 
produce  of  the  excite  and  cuAdms,  beer -and-  ale,' 
foap,  candles  and  hides  excepted  »■'■■     ■  *   "■         282,109    o.  Q 

A  tax  on  poft  horfes  of  1  d.  per  horfe  per  mile         164,250    C    o 

An  additional  duty  of  5  per  cent,  on  cambrick  36,000    c    o 
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Excefs  of  taxes        ■■ »      ■     *■        1 m  1     -•■—       9*859    00 
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His  Majefty'j  woft  gracious  Speech  to  neglected  to  take  the  proper  and 

both  Hot/Jts  of  Parliament,  No-  necefTary  meafures  for  difappoint- 

vember  25^,  177S.  irvg  the  jnalignant  delignis  of  our 

enemies,  and  alfo  for  making  ge- 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen,  neral  reprifals  ;  and  although  my 

IHave  called  you  together  in  a  efforts  have  not  been  attended  with 

conjuncture   which   demands  all  the  fuccefs,  which  the  juftice 

your  moft  ferious  at^ntion.  of  our  caufe  and  the  vigour  of  our 

In  the  time  of  profound  peace,  exertions  feemed  to  promife,  yet 

without  pretence  of  provocation  or  the  extenfive  commerce  of  my  fub- 

colour  of  complaint,  the  court  of  je&s   has   been  protected  in  moil 

France  hath  not  forborne  to  dilturb  of  its  branches,  and  large  repri- 

the  public  tranquility,  in  violation  fa  Is  have   been  made  upon  the  in- 

of  the  faith  of  treaties,   and  the  jurious    aggrefTors,    by    the    vigi- 

general  rights  of  fovereigns,  at  firit  lance  of  my  fleets,  and  by  the  ac- 

by  the  clandefline  fupply  of  arms  tive  and  enterprizing  fpirft  of  my 

and  other  aid  to  my  revolted  fub-  people. 

je&s  in  North  America,  afterwards  The  great  armaments  of  other 

by  avowing  openly  their  fupport,  powers,  however  friendly  and  fin- 

and  entering  into  formal  engage-  cere  their  profeffions,  however  juft 

ments  with    the  leaders  of  the  re-  and    honourable    their    purpoies, 

beilion,  and  at  length  by  commit-  mult  neceflarily  engage  our  atten- 

ting  open  hoftilities  and^depreda-  tion. 

tions  on  my  faithful  fubjects,  and  ,It  would-  have  afforded  me  very 

by  an  actual  invafion  of  my  do-  great  fatisfaction  to  have  informed 

minions  in  America  and  the  Weil  you,    that   the    conciliatory  mea- 

Jndies.  fures,  planned  by  the  wifdom  and 

It  is,  I  truft,  unneceflary  for  me  temper  of  parliament,  had  taken 

to  afl'ure  you,  that  the  fame  care  the  defired  effect,  and  brought  the 

and  concern  for  the  happinefs  of  troubles  in  North  America  to  a 

my  people,  which  induced  me  to  happy  conclufion. 

endeavour  to  prevent  the  calami-  In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  the 

ties  of  war,   will  make  me  defi-  national  honour  and  fecurity  call 

rous   to    fee  a   reftoration    of  the  fo  loudly  upon  us  for  the  moft  ac- 

bleffiogs.  of  peace,  whenever  it  can  tive  exertions,  that  I  cannot  doubt 

be  effected   with  perfect    honour,  of  your  heartieft  concurrence  and 

and  with  fecurity  to  the  rights  of  fupport.     From  the  vigour  of  your 

this  country.  councils,  and  the  conduct  and  in- 

Jn  the  mean  time,  I  have  not  trepidity  of  my  officers  aiid  forces 

6                                     ,  '                                 by 


STATE  PAPERS.  [33? 

by  fea  and  land,  I  hope,  unde*        We  have  the  ftrongeft  fenfe  of1 

the  bldfing  of  God,  to  derive  the  the  importance   of  thofe  objects 

means  of  vindicating  and  main'.*  '  which  render  the  prefent  con junc- 

taining  the  honour  of  iriy  crown  j  tttre  worthy  of  the  moft  ferioa*  at- 

and    the  interefts  of  my   peoplei  tendon. 

againft  all  our  enemies.  The  difturbance  of  ffye  public 

tranqu  illi  ty  by  the  court  of  France^ 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  without  pretence  of  provocation  or 

Commons,  colour  or  complaint,  the  clahdef- 

J  will  order  the  proper  eftimates  tine  aififtanee,  the  avowed  fupport* 

for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year  the  formal  engagements  which,  at 

to  be  laid  before  you  j  and  when  different  'periods*    that  court  has 

you  con  fid er  the  importance  of  Ihe  not  thought  it  inconfiftent  with  its 

objects  for  which  we  are  contend-  honour*  to  afford  to  your  Majefty'* 
ing,  you  will,  I  doubt  not,  grant,  revolted  fnbje&s  in  North  Ame*  * 

me  fuch  fupplies  as  you  (hall  judge  rica,  and  to  conclude  with  the  lca- 

r.ccefTary  for   the  public   fervice  j  ders  of.  reJNUKon,   excite  in  oUr 

and  adequate  to  the  prefent  emer*  breafts  a  jiift  abhorrence  of  the 

gency.  violation  of  every  ptiblic  principle 

which  fuch  a  conduct  manifests. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen,  and  a  determination  to  concur  in 

I  have,  according  to  the  powers  every?  meafur**  which  may  .enable 

veiled  in  me  for  that  purpofe,  cal*  your  Majefty  to  refent  with  t&C&g 

led  forth  the  militia,  toaffiftin  the  the  hoftilkies  committed!  on  yout 

interior  defence  of  this  country;  faithful   fubje&s,  and  the  aaual 

and  I  have,  with  the  greateft  and  invaiion  of  your  Majefty*s  domi- 

true  ft  fatisfaclion,  been  myfelf  a  nions  in  America  and  the  Weft 

witnefs  of  that  public  fpirit,   that  Indies 

Heady    ardour,    and    that   love  of        We  beg  leave  to  exprefs   OUT 

their  country,  which  animate  and  grateful  fenfe  of  the  tender  con* 

unite   all    ranks   of    my    faithful  cern   for    the  happinefs  of  your 

fubjecls,  and  which  cannot  fail  of  people,  which  has  uniformly  in* 

making  us  fafe  at  home,  and  re*  duced  your  Majefty  to  endeavour 

fpected  abroad.  to  prevent  the  calamities  of  war, 

_     and  will  make  your  Majefty  defi* 

■  rous  to  fee  the  return  of  peace, 

The  hnmbte  AdJrefs  of  the  Lords  SpU  whenever  it  can  be  effected  with 

ritual  and  Temporal  hi  Parliament  Perfeft  honour  and  f«unty  tO  the 

affernbkd.  rights  «>f  th»  Country, 

At  the  fame  time  we  return  your 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign ,  Majefty  our   dutiful  .thanks   for 

WE,  your  Majefty's  moft  du-  your  great  care  in  taking  the  pro*. 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjecls,  the  per  and  neceflary  meaiures  for 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  difappointing  the  malignant  de- 
Parliament  aflembled,  beg  leave  fignsofour  enemies,  and  alfo  for 
to  return  your  Majefty  our  humble  making  general  reprifals*  and  for 
thanks  for  your  moft  gracious  the  protection  which  has  been  de» 
fpeech  fyom  the  throne.  rived  from  the  vigilance  of  your 
Vol.  XXII.  \f\  '  Majefty'a 
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Majefty's  fleets  to  our  extenfive 
commerce,  in  moil  of  its  branches, 
while  that  of  the  enemy  has  ma- 
terially fuffered  by  the  active  and 
enterprizing  fpirit  of  our  fellow- 
fubjccts :  And  we  hope,  although 
your  Majefty's  efforts  have  not  hi- 
therto been  attended  with  all  the 
fuccefs,  which  the  juftice  of  oar 
caufe  and  the  vigour  of  our  exer- 
tions feemed  to  promife,  that  con- 
fequences  more  adequate  to  both 
may  refult  from  the  animated  exe- 
,  cution  of  firm  and  active  councils, 
which  the  time  requires,  and  with 
which  the  fpirited  perfeverance  of 
the  Britifh  nation  has  fo  often  fur- 
mounted  the  greateft  difficulties. 

It  is  with  concern  we  learn, 
that  the  conciliatory  meafufes  of 
parliament  have  not  yet  had  the 
good  effect  with  your  Majefty's 
revolted  fubjects,  which  was  due 
to  the  wifdom  and  temper  with 
which  they  were  planned. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  fully 
fenfible  that  the  national  honour 
and  fecurity  loudly  calls  for  the 
moft  active  exertions,  we  will 
ftrenuoufly  concur  in  fupporting 
your  Majcfty,  that,  under  the 
bleffing  of  God,  means  may  be 
derived  from  the  conduct  and  in- 
trepidity of  your  Majefty's  officers 
and  forces,  by  fea  and  land,  and 
the  yet  undaunted  fpirit  of  the  na- 
tion, to  vindicate  and  maintain 
the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  the 
interefts  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain. 

We  return  your  Majefty  our 
cordial  acknowledgements  for  hav- 
ing called  forth  the  militia,  to  af- 
fift  in  the  interior  defence  of  this 
country ;  and  it  is  with  joy  and 
exultation  we  hear  the  gracious 
teftimony  your  Majefty  is  pleafed 
to  bear  to  the  public  fpirit,  the 


fteady  ardour,  and  love  of  their 
country,  which  animate  that  na- 
tional force,  and  unite  all  ranks 
of  your  Majefty's  faithful  fubjects 
in  giving  fignal  proofs,  to  all  the 
world,  of  a  loyalty  and  zeal  which 
muft  render  us  fafe  .  at  home  and 
refpected  abroad. 

His  Majefty's  Anfwer. 

My  Lords, 
I  thank  you  for  this  loyal  and 
dutiful  addrefs :  The  zeal  you  (hew 
for  my  honour  and  fupport,  and 
the  firmnefs  and  vigour  you  mani- 
feft  in  the  prefent  conjuncture, 
cannot  fail  to  produce  the  beft 
effects ;  it  muft  add  confidence  to 
my  people,  and  encourage  anima- 
ted efforts  to  withftand,  oppofe, 
and  fubdue,  every  hoftile  attack 
upon  the  honour  and  interefts  of 
my  kingdoms. 

<*■ 

The  bumble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  the  King, 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  Majefty's  moft  du- 
tiful and  loyal  fubjects, 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
parliament  aflembled,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  Majefty  the  thanks 
of  this  Houfe,  for  your  moft  gra- 
cious fpeech  from  the  throne. 

We  acknowledge  with  the  utmoft 
gratitude  your  Majefty's  paternal 
regard  for  the  happinefs  of  your 
people,  in  your  earned  and  uni- 
form endeavours  to  preferve  the 
public  tranquillity,  and  the  good 
faith  and  uprightnefs  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's conduct  to  all  foreign 
powers  :  And  we  aflure  your  Ma- 
jefty, that  we  have  feen  with  con- 
cern and  indignation,  that  tran- 
quillity 
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quillity  difturbed  by  the  court  of 
France,  without  the  leaft  pretence 
of  provocation,  or  colour  of  com* 
plaint;  and  we  have,  with  the 
warmeft  emotions  of  refentmerii, 
marked  the  progrefs  of  their  ma* 
lignant  defigns  againft  this  country, 
firft  by  a  clandeftine  aid  and  ftfpply 
of  arms  to  your  Majefty's  revolted 
fubje&s  in  North  America ;  after* 
wards,  in  violation  ©f  the  faith  of 
treaties,  and  contrary  to  the  rights 
and  common  intereft  of  every 
fovereign  date  inv£urope  poffefled 
of  colonies  and  dependencies,  by 
entering  into  and  avowing  formal 
engagements  with  the  leaders  of 
the  rebellion  ;  and.,  at  length,  by 
committing  open  hoftilities  ana 
depredations,  and  by  actually  in* 
vading  part  of  your  Majefty's  do* 
minions  in  America  and  the  Weft 
Indies. 

We  cannot  but  feel  concern. and 
regret,  that  the  meafures  taken  by 
your  Majefty,  for  difappointing 
thefe  hoftile  and  malignant  de- 
figns, have  not  been,  attended 
with  all  the  fuccefs  which  the 
juftice  of  the  caufe,  an 4  the  vi- 
gour of  the  exertions,  feemed  to 
promife ;  yet,  we  have  at  the 
fame  time  feen  with  great  fatis- 
fadtion,  the  extenfive  commerce 
of  your  Majefty's  fubje&s  protect- 
ed in  moft  of  its  branches,  and 
large  reprifals  made  on  the  inju- 
rious aggreflbrs,  by  the  vigilance  of 
your  Majefty's  fleet*,  and  the  ac- 
tive fpirit  of  the  nation. 

It  would  have  given  your  faith- 
ful Commons  the  trueft  happinefs, 
to  have  received  the  communica- 
tion from  your  Majefty,  that  the 
juft  and  Humane  purpofes  of  your 
Majefty  and  your  Parliament,  for 
quieting  the  minds  of  your  re- 
volted lubje&s,  had  taken  the  de- 


Uti 

fired  effect,  and  had  brought  thd 
troubles  in  North  America  to  * 
happy  conclusion*       . 

Your  faithful  Commons  do  moil 
heartily  concur  with  your  Majefty, 
in^  the  juft  approbation  you  navifc 
been .  pleafcd  .  to  exprefi  of  the 
public  fpirit  which  has  fo  confpi* 
cuoufly  animated  all  ranks  of  your 
Majefty's  faithful  fubjefts,  to  ftand 
forth,  at  this  time,  of  danger,  in 
the  fervice  of  the  militia,  who,  by 
their  difcipline  and  Heady  perfect 
yerance  in  their  duty,  have  ena- 
bled your  Majefty  to  avail  your* 
•fdf  .of  that  con$itutional  force  for . 
the  defence  of  this  country.: 
..Your  Majefty  may  rely  on  the 
hearty    and  aealous  concurrence 
and   affiftance    of  your   faithful 
Commons,  in  enabling  your  Ma* 
)etty  to  make  the  mott  adive  and. 
vigorous  exertions  by  fea  and  land, 
for  vindicating   and  eftablifhing 
the  national  honour  and  fecurity  j, 
and  we  bet  leave  to  declare,  our 
ftedfaft  refolution,  and  renew  our. 
folemn  afturances  to  your  Majefty, 
that  this  Houfe,  convinced  of*  the 
importance  of  the  objects  for  which 
we  are  contending,  and  impelled 
by  every  motive  of  duty  and  inte- 
reft that  can  animate  the  hearts 
of  Britons,    will  effectually  affift 
your  Majefty  in  the  profecution  of 
the  prefent  juft  and  neceftary  war; 
and  that  we  will,  to  the  utmoft  of  - 
our  power,  fupport  your  Majefty . 
againft  all  your  enemies.         ,  .  •»  . 


*5— \ 


Protests  of  the  Lords*' 

Die  Luna,  Dscem*  7*°. 
Moved, 

THAT  an;  humble  addreis  bo 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to 
exprefs  to  his  Majefty  .the  difplea- 

[r]  %  few 
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fure  of  this  Houfe,  at  a  certain 
manifefto  and  proclamation,  dated 
the  third  day  of  October,  1778, 
and  publifhed  in  America  under 
the  hands  and  feals  of  the  Earl  of 
Carliile,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Knt. 
of  the  Bath,  and  William  Eden, 
Efq;  commiffioners  for  reftoring 
peace  to  the  colonies,  and  coun- 
tering ned  by  Adam  Fcrgufon,  Efq; 
fecretary  to  the  commiifion  ;  the 
faid  manifefto  containing  a  decla- 
ration of  the  following  tenour : 

"  If  there  be  any  perfons,  who, 
divefted  of  miftaken  refentments, 
and  uninfluenced  by  felfilh  inte- 
refts,  really  think  it  is  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  colonies,  to  feparate 
themfelves  from  Great  Britain, 
and  that  fo  feparated  they  will 
find  a  conftitution  more  mild,  more 
free,  and  better  calculated  for 
their  profperity,  than  that  which 
they  heretofore  enjoyed,  and  which 
we  are  empowered  and  difpofed  to 
renew  and  improve  ;  with  fuch  per- 
fons we  will  not  difpute  a  pofuion, 
which  feems  to  be  fufficiently  con- 
tradicted by  the  experience  they 
have  had.  But  we  think  it  right 
to  leav.e  them  fully  aware  of  the 
change  which  the  maintaining  fuch 
a  pofuion  muft  make  in  the  whole 
nature  and  future  conduct  of  this 
war,  more  efpecially  when  to  this 
pofition  is  added  the  pretended  al- 
liance with  the  court  of  France. 
The  policy,  as  well  as  the  benevo- 
lence of  Great  Britain,  have  thus 
far  checked  the  extremes  of  war, 
when  they  tended  to  diftrefs  a  peo- 
ple, ftill  confidered  as  our  fellow- 
fubje&s,  and  to  defolate  a  coun- 
try, fhortly  to  become  again  a " 
fource  of  mutual  advantage :  but 
when  that  country  profeifes  the 
unnatural    deiign,     not    only    of 
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eftranging  herfelf  from  us,  but  of 
mortgaging  herfelf,  and  her  re- 
fourccs,  to  our  enemies,  the  whole 
conteft  is  changed,  and  the  ques- 
tion is,  how  far  Great  Britain  may, 
by  every  means  in  her  power,  de- 
ftroy  or  render  ufelefs  a  connection 
contrived  for  her  ruin,  and  for  the 
aggrandizement  of  France.  Un- 
der fuch  circumftances,  the  laws 
of  felf- prefer vation  muft  direct  the 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  if 
the  Britiih  colonies  are  to  become 
an  acceffion  to  France,  will  direct 
her  to  render  that  acceffion  of  as 
little  avail  as  pofTible  to  her 
enemies." 

To  acquaint  his  Majefty  with 
the  fenfe  of  this  Houfe,  that  the 
faid  com  mi  fli  oners  had  no  autho- 
rity whatfoever,  under  the  act  of 
parliament,  in  virtue  of  which  they 
were  appointed  by  his  Majefty,  to 
make  the  faid  declaration,  or  to 
make  any  declaration  to  the  fame, 
or  to  the  like  purport,  nor  can 
this  Houfe  be  eafily  brought  to  be- 
lieve that  the  faid  commiffioners 
derived  any  fuch  authority  from 
his  Majefty's  inftructions. 

Humbly  to  befeech  his  Majefty, 
that  fo  much  of  the  faid  manifefto 
as  contains  the  faid  declaration, 
be  publicly  difavowed  by  his  Ma- 
jefty, as  containing  matter  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  humanity  and  ge- 
nerous courage  which,  at  all  times, 
have  diftinguifhed  the  British  na- 
tion, fubverfive  of  the  maxims 
which  have  been  eftablifhcd  among 
Chriftian  and  civilized  communi- 
ties, derogatory  to  the  dignity  of 
the  crown  of  this  realm,  tending 
to  debafe  the  fpirit,  and  fubvert 
the  difcipline  of  his  Majefty's  ar- 
mies, and  to  expofe  his  Majefty's 
innocent  fabjects,  in  all  parts  of 

his 
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his  dominions,  to  cruel  and  ruind&s  is  t  matter  of  freJh  grief  and  accu-  .' 
retaliations.  •  initiated  ftiame,  to  fee  from  a  corn- 
After  a  long  debate,  the  queftion  million  under  the  great  feal  of  this 
was  put,  and  carried  in  the  nega-  kingdom,  a  declaration  for  defo- 
tive.  Contents  37.  Non-con-  lating  a  vaft  continent,  foleiy  be- 
tents  71,  including  proxies.  caufe  we  had  not  the  wifdom  to   * 

retain,  or  the  power  to  fubdue  it. 
Diflentient,  2dly.  Becaufe  the  avowal  of" a 
1  ft.  Be  caufe  the  public  law  of  deliberate  pnrpofe  of  violating  the 
nations,  in  affirmance  of  the  die-  law  of  nations  muff,  rive  an  alarm 
tates  of  nature,  and  the  precepts  to  every  ftate  in  Europe.  All 
of  revealed  religion,  forbids  us  to  commonwealths  have  a  concern  * 
refort  to  the  extremes  of  war  upon  *  in  that  law,  and  are  its  natural 
our  own  opinion  of  their  expe-  Avengers.  At  this  time,  JTurround- 
diency,  or  in  any  cafe  to  carry  on  ed  by  enemies;  and  deftitute  of  all 
war  for  the  purpofe  of  defolation.  allies,  it  is  not  neceifary  to  (harpen 
We  know  that  the  rights  of  war  and  embitter  the  hoftility  of  de- 
are  odious,  and  inftead  of  being  clftred  foes,  or  to  provoke  the  en- 
extended  upon  loofe  conftr unions'  -mity  of  neutral  ftatet.  We  truft 
and  fpeculations  of  danger,  ought  to  that  by  the  natural  ftrength  of  this 
be  bound  up  and  limited,  by  all  the  kingdom,  we  are  fecured  from  a 
reftraints  of  the  moft  rigorous  con-  foreign  conqueft,  but  no  nation  is 
ftruclion.  We  are  (hocked  to  fee  the  fecured  from  the  invafion  and  in- 
iii  ft  law  of  nature,  felf-prefervation,  curfions  of  enemies.  And  it  feems  . 
perverted  and  abufed  into  a  princi-  to  us  the  height  of  frenzy,  as  Well  at. 
pie  deftru&ive  of  all  other  laws ;  wicked nefs,  to  expofe  this  country 
and  a  rule  laid  down,  by  which  our  ~  to  cruel  depredations,  and  other 
own  fafety  is  rendered  incompati-  outrages  too  (hocking  to  mention 
ble  with  the  profperity  of  mankind,  (but  which  are  all  contained  in  the 
Thofe  objects  of  war,  which  can-  idea  of  the  extremes  of  war  and 
not  be  com  patted  by  fair  and  ho-  defolation)  by  eftablifhing  a  falfe,' 
nourable  hoftility,  ought  not  to  Jhameful,  and  pernicious  maxim, 
be  compared  at  all.  An  end  that  that  where  we  have  no  intereft  to 
has  no  means,  but  fuch  as  are  un-  preferve,  we  are  called  upon  by 
lawful,  is  an  unlawful  end.  The  neceffity  to  deftroy.  This  king- 
manifefto  exprefsly  founds  the  dom  has  long  enjoyed  a  profound 
change  it  announces  from  a  quali-  internal  peace,  and  has  nouriftied 
fied  and  mitigated  war,  to  a  war  above  all  others-  in  the  arts  and 
of  extremity  and  defolation,  on  a  enjoyments  of  that  happy  ftate. 
certainty  that  the  provinces  muft  It  has  been  the  admiration  of  the 
be  independent,  and  muft  become  world  for  its  cultivation  ana  its 
an  acceffion  to  the  ftrength  of  an  plenty :  for  the  comforts  of  the 
enemy.  In  the  mid  it  of  the  cala-  poor,  the  fplendor>of  the  rich; 
mi  ties,  by  which  our  lofs  of  em-  and  the  content  and  profperity  of 
pi  re  has  been  preceded  and  ac-  all.  This  fituation  of  fafety  may 
companied  ;  in  the  midft  of  our  be  attributed  to  the  greatnefs  of 
apprehenfions  for  the  farther  cala-  our  power.  It  is  more  becoming, 
mtfies  which  impend  over  us,  it  and  more  true,  that  we  ought  to 

[T]%  .  attribute 
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attribute  that  fafety,  and  the  power 
which  procured  it,  to  the  ancient 
juftice,    honour,    humanity,    and 

fenerofity  of  this  kingdom,  which 
rought  down  the  bl'-ffing  of  pro- 
vidence on  a  people  who  msde 
their  profperity  a  benefit  to  the 
world,  and  interefted  all  nations 
in  their  fortune,  whofe  example  of 
mildnefs  and  benignity  at  once  hu- 
man;zed  others,  and  rendered  it- 
felf  inviolible.  In  departing  from 
thofe  folid  principles,  and  vainly 
trufting  to  the  fragility  of  human 
force,  and  to  the  efficacy  of  arms, 
rendered  impotent  by  their  per* 
verfion,  we  lay  down  principles, 
and  furnifh  examples  of  the  moil 
atrocious  barbarity.  We  are  to 
dread  that  all  our  power,  peace, 
and  opulence  mould  vanifh  like  a 
drea  u,  and  that  the  cruelties 
which  we  think  fafe  to  exercife, 
becaufe  their  immediate  object  is 
remote,  be  brought  to  the  coafts, 
perhaps  to  the  bofom  of  this  king- 
dom. 

3dly.  Becaufe,  if  the  explana- 
tion given  in  debate,  be  expreffive 
of  the  true  fenfe  of  the  article  in 
the  manifefto,  fuch  explanation 
ought  to  be  made,  and  by  as  high 
authority  as  that  under  which  the 
exceptionable  article  was  originally 
published.  The  natural  and  ob- 
vious fenfe  indicates,  that  the  ex- 
tremes of  war  had  hitherto  been 
checked ;  that  his  Majefty's  gene- 
rals had  hitherto  foreborne  (upon 
principles  of  benignity  and  policy) 
to  defolate  the  country;  but  that 
the  whole  nature,  and  future  con- 
dud  of  the  war  mud  be  changed, 
in  order  to  render  the  American 
acceffion  of  as  little  avail  to  France 
as  poffible.  This,  in  our  appre- 
henfion,  conveys  a  menace  of  car* 


rying  the  war  to  extremes  and  to 
defolation,  or  it  means  nothing. 
And  as  fome  fpeeches  in  the  Houfe 
(how  ver  palliated)  and  as  fome 
ads  of  lingular  cruelty,  and  per- 
fectly conformable  to  the  apparent 
ideas  in  the  manifefto,  have  lately 
been  exercifed,  it  becomes  the 
more  neceffary,  for  the  honour  and 
fafety  of  this  nation,  that  this  ex- 
planation mould  be  made.  As  it 
is  refufed,  we  have  only  to  clear 
ourfelves  to  our  confeiences,  to 
our  country,  to  our  neighbours, 
and  to  every  individual  who  may 
fuffer  in  confequence  of  this  atro- 
cious menace,  of  all  part  in  the 
guilt,  or  in  the  evils  that  may  be- 
come its  punifhment.  And  we 
chufe  to  draw  ourfelves  out,  and 
to  diflinguifh  ourfelves  to  posterity, 
as  not  being  the  fir  ft  to  renew,  to 
approve,  or  to  tolerate,  the  return 
of  that  ferocity  and  barbarifm  in 
war,  which  a  beneficent  religion, 
and  enlightened  manners,  and  true 
military  honour,  had  for  a  long 
time  banifhed  from  the  Chriftian 
world. 


Camden, 

Abingdon, 
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Grafton, 
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Die  Veneris,  Apr.  23'*°. 

Moved, 

"  THAT  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
that  he  will  be  gracioufly  p leafed 
to  remove  the  Right  Hon.  John 
Earl  of  Sandwich,  fir  ft  commif- 
iioner  for  executing  the  office  of 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  one  of  his  Majefty's  moll 
honourable  privy  council,  from 
the  faid  office  of  firft  Lord  Com- 
miffioner  of  the  Admiralty." 

After  much  debate,  the  queftion 
was  put,  and  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive. Contents  39.  Non-con- 
tents 78. 

Diffentient, 
Becaufe,  as  it  is  highly  becom- 
ing this  great  council  of  the  na- 
tion to  addrefs  his  Majefty  for  the 
removal  of  any  Mini  Iter  for  neglect 
of  duty  or  incapacity,  in  order  to 
prevent  public  detriment;  fo  we 
conceive  the  notoriety  of  the  fads 
in  this  debate  Efficiently  warrants, 
and  the  prefcnt  alarming  fituation 
of  public  affairs  loudly  calls  for, 
this  interpofition. 

Abingdon,  Bolton, 

Courtenay,  Harcourt, 

Craven,  Grafton, 

King,  Fitzwilliam, 

Forcefcue,  Richmond, 

Spencer,  Stamford, 

Ferrers,  Effingham, 

Manchefter,  Portland, 

Rockingham,        Camden, 
Briftol,  Egremont, 

Scarborough,         Pembroke, 
Radnor,  De  Ferrars, 

Wycombe. 

DifTentient, 
Becaufe,  having  made  the  mo- 
tion alluded  to  in  the  above  diflent, 


I  think  it  incumbent*  upon  me  to 
let  pofterity  know  the  particular 
grounds  I  made  that  motion  upon. 

lft.  Becaufe,  fince  the  year 
1771,  there  has  been  6,917,872k 
58.  of.  granted  for  naval  purpofet, 
more  than  was.  gran  ted  in  an  equal  ' 
number  of  years,  between  1751 
and  1759,  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy, 
although  we  had  been  four  years 
at  war  with  France  within  that 
period. 

2<Uy.  Becaufe  the  navy  of  Eng- 
land appears  to  be  reduced  from 
what  it  was  in  the  year  1771,  when 
the  prefent  firft  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty fucceeded  to  the  head  of  that 
board,  notwithftanding  the  im- 
menfe  fums  granted  for  its  fupport 
and  increafe  fince  that  time. 

3dly.  Becaufe  it  appears,  after 
having  received  fuch  repeated  is* 
telligence  as  hath  been  acknow- 
ledged to  have  been  received  from 
the  3d  of  January,  1778,  to  the 
27th  of  April  following,  of  the* 
equipment  and  progress  of  the 
Toulon  fquadron,  to  their  failing 
on  the  ijth  of  April,  1778;  the~~ 
not  fending  a  fquadron  into  the 
Mediterranean,  to  watch  the  mo- 
tions of,  and  endeavour  to  inter- 
cept, {he  faid  French  fquadron 
from  paffing  the  Straits,  nor  fend* 
ing  any  reinforcement  to  Vice  Ad- 
miral Lord  Howe,  or  even  dis- 
patching Vice  Admiral  Byron  till  ' 
the  9th  of  June,  1778,  was  ex- 
posing the  fleet  as  well  as  army 
of  England,  then  employed  in 
America,  to  a  very  fuperior  force 
of  France. 

4thly.  Becaufe  it  appears  the 
fending  of  Admiral'  Keppel  'off 
Breft  the  13th  of  June,  with 
twenty  fail  of  the  fine,  when  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty knew,  or  ought  to  have  - 

[T]  4  known, 
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known,  that  the  Trench  fleet  then  charge)  (by  whomfocver  exhibited) 

actually   at   lireil,   and    fitting   fur  may   be   avoided,    and   the   union 

fea,  confided  of  $2  fliipj  ol  the  and  difciplii.e  of  the  fervice  not 

line,  befides  many  heavy  frigates,  interrupted, 
might  have  been  productive  at  that  Bkutoi., 

time  of  the  moil  fatal  conferences 

to    the    only  confidcrablc    naval  ~"     ~~ ~~* 
force  this  kingdom  had  then  ready  jKal  t?,i  tbtfilimviv  Mr/tot*  ™*l 
for  it)  protection,  but  alfo  to  the       fM  by  tbt  King  t»  both V Unfit 
trade,   and  even  the  ports  of  thefe         „f  Parliamtnt 
kingdoms.     And  if  Admiral  Rep-         J 
pel  had  remained  with  his  zo  fait         GEORGE   R. 
of  the  line  off  ISrcd,  he  mull  with  THK  ambaiTailor  ef  the  King 
thofe     fiiips     have    engaged    the      ■*■      of  Spain    having  delivered 
French  fleet  of  30  fail  of  the  line,  a  paper  to  Lord  Vifcount  Wey- 
who  (ailed  on  the  8th  of  July,  a;  mouth,  and  fignined  that  he  has  re- 
Admiral  Keppel  could  not  get  the  ceived  order*  from  his  court,  imme- 
rein force tneot  even  of  four  mips  of  diately  to  withdraw  from  thiscoun- 
the  line  to  join  him  till  the  9th  try;  his  Majeftyhai judged  itoecef- 
cfjuly,  although  he  wai  then  at  fary  to  directacopyof  ihatpaperiQ 
St.  Helens  for  that  purpofe.  be  laid  before  both  Houfei  of  par- 

Clhly.  Becaufe    it    appeari    we  liament,   at  3  matter  of  the  higheft 

Lit  that  valuable  Sfland  of  Domi-  importance  to  the  crown  and  peo- 

nica,  fur  want  of  timely  reinforce-  pie;    and   his    Majclty  acquaints 

mcrjrj  and  proper  injunctions  be-  them  at  the  fame  time  that  he  has 

ing  fent  to  Admiral  Harrington.  found  himfelf  obliged,  in  confe- 

6thly.  Becaufe,  for  want  of  the  quence  of  this  hoftile  declaration,  t© 

fmalleft  naval  force  being  fent  to  retail  hit  arnbaHidor  from  Madrid.     | 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  we  have  alfo        Hi»    Mi 

loll  the  Valuable-  Ration  of  Senegal,  molt  folem 

which  might  in  time,  with  proper  fire  to   prefcrve  and   to  cul 

attention,    have  opened  new  mar-  peace  *nd  friendly  intercourfei 

keti  for  our  drooping   manufac-  the  court  of  .Spain,  has  beer 

[ures.  form    and   jinverc  >    and    tbtj 

7thly.  Becaufe  it  appears  that  conduct  towards 

the  Admiralty,  without  any  deii-  been  guided  by  no  other 

bnration  whatsoever,  having  fo  pre-  or   principles   than  thofe  A 

cipitatcly  ordered  a  conn  martial  faith,   honour,    and  juflj 

upon  a  commander  in  chief,    of  hi*  Majefly  feca  with  thfl 

great   rank  and  character,  which  furprife   the   pretenccaJ 

Admiral  Kcppel  bear*  in  his  Ma-  this  declaration   •• 

ieily's  fleet,  was  frullrating  the  fa-  fomc  of  the  gric 

1uui-y  ir-tentions  of  that  difcre-.  inth.it  paper  ha* 

tionary  power,  lodged  by  the  confti-  the  knowledge  of  hill 

tution  iiuhe  lords  commiflioners  for  ther  by  reprefeiitatior 

executing  the  office  of  Lord  High  of  trw  Catholick  Kij 

A-Jmiral  of  Great  Britain,  where-  lelliwnee  from  anyj" 

by  all  malicious  and  ill-founded  and  in  all  tiiofe  cr* 
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cations   have  been   received,   the  obliged  to  give  orders  to  your 

matter  of  complaint  has  been  treat  baffador   to  withdraw   iron  that 

ed  with  the  utmoft  attention,  and  court,  •       ; 

put  into  a  courfe  of  enquiry  and       We  beg  leave  to  aflure  year 

redrefs.  Majefty,   that    among  the  many 

His  Majefty  has  the  firmeft  con-  proofs  we  have  received  of  yon*  t 

fidence,  chat  his  parliament  will,  Majefty'a  conftant  care  and  coev 

with  that  zeal  and  public  fpirit,  cern  for  the  fafety  and  happaela 

which  he  has  Co  often  experienced,  of  your  people,  your   Af ajeftrt 

fupport  his  Majefty  in  his  refolo-  declaration  of  your  fincere  dear* 

tion,  to  exert  all  the  power,  and  to  preferve  and  to  cultivate- pact . 

all  the  refources  of  the  nation*  to  and  friendly  intercborfe  with  the 

refift  and  repel  any  hbftile  attempts  court  of  Spain,  cannot  rail  to  in- 

of  the  court  of  Spain ;  and  that,  fpire  us  with  the  higheft  fentt 

by  the  bl effing  of*  God,  on  the  rec-  menta  ctf  gratitude   and  attach. 

titude  of  his  intentions,  and  the  ment ;    and   that,   animated,  by 

equity  of  his  caufe,   his  Majefty  your  Majefty'*  example,  we  wil£ 

will  be  able  to  with  (land  and  de-  with  unftiaken  fidelity  and  refoln- 

feat  the  unjuft  and  dangerous  en-  tion,  and  with  oar  Uvea  and  for- 

terprifes  of  his  enemies,   againft  tunes,  ftand  by  and  fupport  your 

the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  Majefty  againft  all  the  hoftU*,de* 

commerce,   the  rights,    and   the  figns  and  attempts  of  your  enemies 

common  interefts  of  all  his  fob-  Againft  the  honour,  of  yom^tirown,. 

jefts.  And  the  right*  and  common  in* 

terefts  of  all  your  Majefty's  fob- 

The  humble  Addrtfs  of  the  Right       Upon  the  motion  for  the  above 

Honourable  the  lords  Spiritual  and  addrefs,  an  amendment  was  pro* 

temporal,   in    Parliament  affem-  P<>fcd    by  adding    the   following 

hied,  words; 

f  •  That  in  a  moment  fo  critical 

"  Mod  gracious  Sovereign,  as  that  which  now  pre  fen  U  it&lf 

E,  your  Majefty's  mod  du-  to  the  confederation  of  parliament, 

tiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the  the  moft  awful  this  country  hoe 

Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in.  ever  experienced,  it  would  be  de» 

parliament  afTembled,  beg  leave  to  ceiving  his  Majefty,  and  the  lift* 

return  your  Majefty  our  humble  tion,  if  at  the  fame  time  that  we 

thanks  for  your  moft  gracious  mef-  lament  the  fatal  efteA  of  those 

fage,  and  communication  of  the  councils,  which,  by  dividing 'and 

paper  delivered  to  l«ord  Vifcount  wafting  the  force  of  the  empire, 

Weymouth  by  the  ambaflador  of  by  civil  wars,  incited  our  natural 

the  King  of  Spain,  which  we  can-  enemies  to  take  advantage  of  our 

not  but  confider  as  a  matter  of  the  weak    and   diftrafted    condition; 

higheft  importance  to  your  Ma-  were  we  not  to  represent  to  hia 

jelly's  crown  and  people ;  and  for  Majefty,  that  the  only  meant  of 

acquainting    us,    that  in    confe-  refilling  the  powerful  combination 

quence  of  this  hoftile  declaration,  that  now  threatens  this  country, 

your  Majefty  had  found  yourfelf  will  be  by  a  total  change  of  that 
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fyftem  that  has  involved  as  in  our 
prefent  difficulties  in  America,  in 
Ireland,  and  ac  home  ;  by  fuch 
means,  a' tended  with  prudent  ceco- 
nomy  and  a  due  exertion  of  the 
forces  of  a  free  and  united  people, 
we  trull  that  his  Majefty,  with  the 
affiftance  of  Divine  Providence, 
will  be  able  to  withftand  all  his 
enemies,  and  to  reftore  Great  Bri- 
tain to  its  former  refpe&ed  and 
happy  utuation." 

The  queflion  being  put,  that 
thofe  words  ftand  part  of  the  ad- 
drefs,  it  was  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive. Contents  32.  Non-con- 
tents 57. 

Diflentient, 
Becaufe  the  amendment  pro- 
pofed,  recommending  to  his  Ma- 
jefty a  change  of  fyftem  in  the 
principles  and  conduct  of  the  war, 
appears  to  us  to  be  warranted  by 
every  coniideration  which  prudence 
and  experience  can  fuggeft,  and  to 
be  called  for  by  the  extreme  mag- 
nitude of  the  dangers  which  fur- 
round  us.  The  formal  furrender 
of  all  right  to  tax  North  America, 
propofeo  by  the  very  fame  Mini- 
fkers,  who  at  the  expence  of  fifty 
thoufand  lives,  and  thirty  millions  of 
money,  had  for  three  years  fuccef- 
fively  attempted  to  eftablifh  this 
claim,  neceflarily  proves,  either 
that  thofe  principles  of  legiflation 
which  they  had  thus  affeited  and 
thus  abandoned  were  unjuft  in 
themfelves,  or  that  the  whole 
power  of  Great  Britain  under  their 
con  dud  was  unable  to  effe&uate  a 
reafonable  dependency  of  its  own 
colonies.  A  dilemma  difhonour- 
able  to  them  and  ruinous  to  us ; 
and  which,  whatever  fide  is  taken, 
proves  them  wholly  undeferving 
of  the  future  confidence  of  a  Sove- 


reign and  a  people  whofe  implicit 
truft  in  them  (the  largeft  which 
ever  was  repofed  by  any  King  or 
any  nation)  they  have  abufed  in  a 
manner  of  which  the  records  of 
parliament  and  the  calamities  of 
the  nation  are  but  too  faithful  wit- 
nefles. 

If  the  whole  force  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  aided  by  the 
mod  lavifti  grants,  affifted  by  thir- 
ty thoufand  Germans,  unobftru&ed 
for  a  long  time  by  any  foreign 
power,  has  failed  in  three  cam- 
paigns again  ft  the  an  prepared  pro- 
vinces of  North  America;  we 
fhould  hold  ourfelves  equally  un- 
worthy of  all  truft,  if  we  were  wil- 
ling to  confide  in  thofe  abilities 
which  have  totally  failed  in  the  An- 
gle con  tell  with  the  colonies,  for 
refcuing  us  from  the  united  and 
frefh  efforts  of  France  and  Spain, 
in  addition  to  the  fuccefsful  re- 
finance of  North  America. 

In  fuch  a  fituation,  a  change  of 
fyftem  appeared  to  us  to  be  onr 
indifpenfable  duty  to  advife.  We* 
have  confidered  fuch  a  change  as  the 
only  means  of  procuring  that  union 
of  councils,  that  voluntary  effort 
of  every  individual  in  the  empire 
which  is  nccefiary  to  be  called  forth 
in  this  hour  of  danger.  We  have 
readily  concurred  in  a  fin  cere  offer 
of  our  lives  and  fortunes  in  fupport 
of  his  Majefty  again  ft  the  attacks 
of  his  enemies.  Thofe  valuable 
pledges,  both  of  what  is  our  own 
perfonally,  and  of  what  belongs  to 
our  fellow  citizens  (which  ought 
to  be,  and  are  no  lefs  dear  to  us), 
give  us  a  full  right  to  claim  and 
demand  fome  better  fecurity  for 
their  being  employed  with  judg- 
ment and  effedt,  for  the  purpoles 
for  which  we  offer  them,  than  can 
be  derived  from  the  opinions,  in 

which 
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which  all  mankind  concur,  of  the  w  we  negle&ed  any  poffible  means  of 

total  want  of  capacity  of  his  Ma-  fecuring  a  proper-applicatioivof  all 

jefty's  Minifters.    .  the  force  we  have  left,    from  a 

We  have  avoided  recommend-  blind  confidence  in  perfbns,   oa 

ing  any  fpecific  meafures,  in  order  whofe  account  no  nation  in  Be- 

not  to  emba.rafs  government  in  a  rope:  will  have  any  confidence  ia 

moment  of  fuch   difficulty :    but  us.     A  manly  difpofition  in  par- 

we  have  no  fcruple  in  declaring,  •  1  lament  to  apply  t$fe  national  wi£- 

that  whatever  may  be  the  future  .  dom  to  the  cure  of  the  national 

conduit  of  Great  Britain  with  re-  diftempers,  would  reftore  our  era- 

fpedt  to  America,   the  collecting  dit  and  .reputation  abroad,  aod 

our  force  at  a  proper  time  to  rente  induce  foreign  nations  to    court 

and  to  annoy  our  natural  rivals  that,  alliance  which  they  now  fly 

and  ancient  enemies,  feems  tp  us  from  $  would  invigorate  oar  exer- 

beyond  a  doubt  to  be  proper  and  tions  at  home ;  and  call  forth  the 

expedient.  full  operation  of  that  Britifh  fpirit 

2dly.  We  think  this  advice  the  which  has  fo  often,  under  the  di- 

more  feafonable,  becaufe  we  know  reftipn  of  wife  counfel  and  a  pro- 

the  obftinate  attachment  of   the  te&ing  Providence,  proved  fnpe~ 

Minifters  to  that  unfortunate  fyf-  rior  to  .numbers;  bat  which  can 

tern,  from  the  fatal  predilection  to  have  no  exigence  but  from  a  well* 

which  they  have  fufFered  the  fafe$y  founded  opinion,  that  it  is  to  be 

of  the  (late  to  be*  endangered,  and  exerted  under  Minifters  and  com* 

the  naval  ftrength  of  our  power-  manders  who  poflefs the efteemand 

ful,  jealous,  and  natural  rivals  to  aJFeclionof  tfce  people* 

grow  under  their  eyes,  without  the  We  have  in  vain  called  for  foam 

kail  attempt  at  interruption,  until  plan  "on  which    to   build    better 

it  had  arrived  at  its  prefent  alarm-  hopes,  or  for  fome  reafon  for  ad- 

ing   magnitude,   infidious  combi-  hering  to  the  prefent  fy Item. 

nation,  and  hoftile  direction.  We  have  in  vain  requcited  Co 

3dly.  This  plan  appears  to  us  know  what  have  been  the  circum* 
ftrongly  enforced,  by  the  melan-  ftances  of  the  mediation,  what  ate 
choly  condition  in  which  the  mif-  the  grievances  complained  of  by 
conduct  and  criminal  negle&s  of  the  Spanifh  court,  in  order  that 
the   Minifters   have  placed   us.—  we  may  weigh  $he  juftice  of  that 
Our  belt  refources  wafted  and  con-  war  in  which  we  are  going  to  en-' 
fumed ;    the  Britifh   empire  rent  g*ge$  on  which  foundation  alone ' 
afunder;    a  combination    of   (he  we  can  rely  for  the  protection  of 
mod    powerful     nations     formed  Providence* 
again  ft  us,  with  a  naval  fuperio-  We  have  urged  the  neceffity  tf 
rity  both  in  number  of  fhips  and  the  great  counul  of  the  nation' can- 
alacrity  of  preparation;  and  this  tinuing   to  fit,    that  his  Majefty 
country  now,   for  the  firft  time,  may  not  be  deprived  of  the  advice 
left  entirely  expofed,  without  the  of  parliament  in  fuch  a  difficult 
aid  of  a  fingle  ally.     We  fhould  crifis.   * 

think  ourfelves  partakers  in    the  All  thefe  reprefenta tions  have 

offences  of  the  Minifters,  and  ac-  been  met  with  a  fallen  and  unfa- 

ceflaries  to  our  own  deftruclion,  if  tisfa&ory  filencc;  which  gives  us 

but 
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but  too  much  reafon  to  conclude, 
that  Minifters  mean  to  perfevere 
in  that  unhappy  courfe,  which  has 
been  the  caufe  of  all  our  misfor- 
tunes. 

After  doing  our  utmoft  to  awak- 
en the  Houfe  to  a  better  fenfe  of 
things,  we  take  this  method  of 
clearing  ourfelves  of  the  confe- 
quences  which  muft  refult  from  the 
continuance  of  fuch  meafures. 
Richmond,  Manchefter, 

Abergavenny,      Effingham, 
Derby,  Ferrers, 

De  Ferrars,         King, 
Harcourt,  Portland, 

Rockingham,      Radnor, 
Scarborough,        Coventry, 
Ponfonby,  Hereford, 

Devon  mire,  Foley. 

Egremont, 


Dfe  Mart  is,   290  Junii,   1 779. 

THE  bill  for  the  more  effec- 
tually manning  the  navy  was  read 
a  third  time.  Then  an  amendment 
being  propofed  to  be  made  thereto; 
the  fame  was  objected  to  after  a 
long  debate.  The  queftion  was 
put  thereupon.  Refolved  in  the 
affirmative.  Then  it  was  moved 
to  re-commit  the  bill.  The  quef- 
tion  was  put  thereupon.  Re- 
folved in  the  negative.  Con- 
tents 24.     Not-contents  50. 

Diflentient, 
Becaufe  the  re-commitment  of 
this  bill,  which  was  moved, 
but  which  the  Houfe  has  thought 
proper  to  negative,  appeared  to  us 
to  be  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the 
introduclion  of  fuch  alterations  as 
might,  we  hope,  have  enabled  the 
Houfe  to  concur  unanimoufly  in 
the  fufpenfion  of  thofe  adls  of  par- 
liament which  iland  in  the  way  of 


the  extraordinary  fupply  of  men 
wanted  for  equipping  the  fleet  on 
the  prefent  emergency ;  an  unani- 
mity at  this  time  is  certainly  de- 
firable,  which  we  have  (hewn  our 
readinefs  to  produce,  by  ofFeiing 
to  acquiefce  in  meafures  of  confi- 
derable  hardlhip  and  op  predion,  on 
account  of  the  deplorable  fituation, 
to  which  this  country  is  reduced; 
although  that  fituation,  fo  far 
from  being  imputable,  to  us,  is  to 
be  afcribed  folely  to  that  obftinate 
adherence  to  a  fy ftem,  of  which 
we  have  conftantly  foretold  the 
confequences  we  now  fo  unhappily 
experience., 

We  wifhed  in  the  committee  not 
to  have  fufFcred  the  day  of  the 
commencement  of  this  bill  tore- 
main,  as  it  now  (lands  the  fix- 
teenth  of  the  prefent  month,  a  pe- 
riod antecedent  by  fourteen  days 
to  the  paffing  of  ttiis  bill,  whereby 
it  has  a  retrofpe&ive  operation,' 
and  becomes  an  ex  foft  fa&o law, 
contrary  to  every  principle  of  juf- 
tice,.  contrary  to  parliamentary 
faith,  and  contrary  to  true  po- 
licy. 

We  wifhed  to  have  accompanied 
this  alteration  in  the  committee 
with  an  a&  of  indemnity  for  the 
avowed  breach  of  the  laws  now  in 
being;  we  offered  to  confent  to 
this  indemnity  in  the  fulleft  man- 
ner that  could  be  wifhed,  although 
the  proofs  we  repeatedly  called 
for,  of  the  extent  of  the  benefit, 
were  refufed ;  proofs  which  we 
did  not  require  to  be  attended  with 
that  degree  of  ftriclnefs  which 
could  render  it  difficult  to  produce 
them ;  proofs,  which  in  common 
cafes,  from  an  efTential  part  of  the 
grounds  on  which  the  infractor  of 
law  is  to  be  faved  harmlefs,  but 
which,   in  the   prefent   inflance, . 
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We  would  have  difpenfed  with  in 
favour  of  the  intention. 

We  wifh,  by  no  means,  to  dif- 
courage  future  minifters  from  extra- 
ordinary exertions,  when  warrant- 
ed by  fufficient  neceflity ;  but  we 
think  it  due  to  the  dignity  of  par- 
liament, as  well  as  to  the  fafetyof 
the  conilitution,  on  all  occafions, 
but  more  efpecially  where  the  par- 
liamentary faith  has  been  fo  deep- 
ly pledged,  to  give  to  acls  of  in- 
demnity all  poffible  folemnity,  that 
they  may  never  come  to  be  confU 
dcred  as  atts  of  right,  but  as  atts 
of  the  laft  neceflity;  recognizing 
upon  the  face  of  them  the  force  of 
the  law,  and  dating,  as  far  as  the 
occafion  will  admit,  the  neceflity 
of  the  violation.  A  precedent  in 
point  (lands  in  the  ftatute  •  book, 
7  Geo.  III.  chap.  7.  and  we-  can 
fee  no  reafon  why  it  has  not  been 
precifely  followed. 

In  direct  oppofition  to  this  pre- 
cedent, the  prefent  bill  does  not  in 
the  title,  preamble,  or  in  any  part, 
direttly  mark  its  intermediate  ob- 
ject ;  it  no  where  directly  recog- 
nizes the  power  of  the  law  ;  it  no 
where  itates  the  neceflity,  nor  the 
obtainable  advantage,  which  can 
alone  juihfy  the  proceeding  j  both 
the  violation  itfelf,  and  the  indem- 
nity it  is  to  obtain,  come  only  in- 
cidentally and  indirectly  under  the 
lall  claufe.  It  has  been  hurried 
through  parliament  in  a  moll  un- 
common manner,  and  eftablifhes  a 
new,  dangerous  and  molt  alarming 
precedent. 

Such  an  a6l  of  indemnity  as  was 
propofed,  would  have  preferred 
the  principle  that  laws  are  facred, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  the  legifla- 
tive  power  itfelf  can  protect  thofe 
who  infringe  them,  and  that  fuch 


protection  is  given  only  in  cafei  of 
extreme  neceflity.  .  .  * 

The  objection,  that  a  great  fer> 
vice  already  obtained  by  the  num- 
ber of  men  imprefledf  fince  the 
1 6th  of  this  month*, '  would  be  loft 
by  their  Being  to  be  difcharge^ 
if  the  aft  had  no  retrofpect  to  the 
time  when  they  were  feized,  by 
no  means  applies  'to  the  queWon 
of  re -commitment/which  the  Jrf ouft 
has  rejected.  It  appeared  in]  der 
bate,  that  of  the  number  of  men 
prefled  on  this  occafion,  and  which 
has  not  even  been  computed  to  be 
very  confiderable,  by  far  the  great- 
er part  had  only  ^Admiralty  bro^  - 
te£l\ons,  ,and  were  not  protected 
by  the  acts  now  proposed  to  bt 
fufpended.  And  it  "was  bv.no 
means  -  im£offible  but  that  fuch 
bounties  Or*  encouragement s  might  . 
have  been  fuggefled- in  the  com- 
mittee, as  would*  Tiave  indujeed 
the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  liad 
the  faith  of  parliament  for  their 
fecurity,  to  enter  voluntarily  into 
the  fervice  at  this  critical  conjunc- 
ture. •        . 

Every  good  purpofe  therefore  of 
this  bill  might  have  been  obtain- 
ed, and  probably  a  general  con- 
currence in  its  Support  produced 
by  Amply  acquiefcing  in  a  proper 
fecurity  for  the  obfervance  or  law. 

But  when  we  fee  this  propofal 
refufed,  when  we  fee  that  part  of 
the  preamble  pertinaciously  ad- 
hered to,  which  aims  at  eflablifh- 
ing,  as  a  general  principle,  that 
whatever  may  be  deemed  an  arduous 
and  difficult  conjunct  lire,  makes  it 
equally  juft  and  expedient  to  in- 
fringe law,  when  we  fee  a  pro- 
pofed amendment  for  confining 
that  reasoning  to  the  cafe  which 
gives  rife  to  the  meafure,  namely, 

the 
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the  prefent  conjuncture,  rejected, 
we  cannot  but  fee  with  a  jealous 
eye  this  and  every  opportunity 
taken  of  eftabliftiing  fome  doctrine 
fubverfive  of  liberty  and  our  happy 
free  conftitutioni 

At  fuch  a  time  as  this,  when 
minifters  avow  their  juft  fears  of 
foreign  invafion,  which  their  mif- 
conduct  has  invited,  to  create 
frefh  jealoufics  in  refpect  to  that 
liberty  which  is  alone  worth  con- 
tending for,  which  is  the  beft  fup- 
port  to  his  Majefty's  crown,  and 
the  fur  eft  foundation  of  that  true 
affection  of  his  people  on  which 
his  Majefty  can  alone  rely  for  effec- 
tual and  general  refiftance  to  a  fo- 
reign yoke,  is  a  degree  of  infa- 
tuation we  cannot  comprehend ! 

Ancafter   and      Wycombe, 


Kefteven, 
Richmond, 
Scarborough, 
Abergavenny, 
Forte  fcue, 
De  Ferrars,  , 
Portland, 


Manchefter, 

Rockingham, 

Fitzwilliam, 

Cholmondeley, 

Bolton, 

Effingham* 


,  Then  the  queflion  was  put,  whe- 
ther this  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, fhall  pafs?  Contents  51. 
Not- con  tents  20. 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

DifTentient, 
Becaufe  the  acquiefcence  of  the 
country  in  the  mode  of  impreffing 
feamen  (tolerated  only  becaufe  the 
neceflity  of  the  meafure  is  alledged 
by  perfons  of  great  experience  in 
naval  matters,  and  hitherto  is  not 
difproved)  has  been  by  pofitive 
acts  of  the  legiflature  interpreted 
and  determined,  with  refpect  to 
the  feveral  perfons,  objects  of  this 
bill,  who  have  therefore  not  only 
all  the  rights  of  this  kingdom,  in 
common  with  their  fellow  fubjects, 


but  the  fecurity  of  efpecial  alt* 
of  parliament,  made  exprefsly  to 
check  and  curb  that  acquiefcence* 
with  refpect  to  them. 

2dly.  Becaufe  the  protection  giv- 
en by  fuch  acts,  in  confidence  of 
which  thefe  perfons  have  engaged 
in  their  refpective  occupations,  has, 
in  my  opinion,  the  nature  of  a 
contract,  and  is,  by  every  rule  of 
equity,  indifToluble,  except  by  the 
voluntary  confent  of  the  parties, 
or  upon  a  compenfation  fatisfactory 
to,  and  accepted  by  them,  or  ia 
extreme  neceflity,  on  the  tender  of 
fuch  advantages  as  the  wifdom  of  ' 
the  legiflature  mould  direct,  and 
its  juftice  fhould  make  a  complete, 
adequate,  and  ample  equivalent 
for  fuch  an  infringement  of  their 
rights. 

3dly.  Becaufe  at  the  yery  time 
protections  thus  held  out  by  par* 
liament  to  certain  perfons,  as  in* 
vitations  and  encouragements  to 
undertake  certain  fervices,  were 
boldly  violated  ;  the  cuftomary  ex- 
emptions of  certain  watermen,  li- 
cenfed  by  the  members  of  this 
Houfe,  unauthorized  (as  I  con- 
ceive) by  any  law,  and  unknown 
to  any  court,  though  ftated  in  the 
Houfe  by  the  fame  noble  Lord 
who  has  infringed  thefe  protec- 
tions, to  be  conflructively  di {claim- 
ed by  a  vote  of  this  Houfe,  were 
yet  declared  by  him  to  be,  from 
deference  and  refpect,  held  facred. . 

4th ly.  Becaufe  the  bill,  fo  far 
as  it  is  an  act  of  indemnity,  is  in- 
con  fon  ant  with  reafon,  contradict- 
ed by  precedent,  and  dangerous  in 
practice. 

Firft,  with  refpect  to  the  per- 
fons to  be  indemnified,  as  it  does 
not  contain  an  honeft  avowal  of 
the  tranfgreffion ;  as  it  does  not 
flake  the  minifter  to  an  intentional  . 

viola- 
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violation  of  the  law  for  the  public 
good,  to  be  fubfequently  approved 
and  juftified  on  that  ground  by  a 
public  indemnity,  but  contents 
itielf  with  the  abatement  of  fuits 
and  actions. 

And  fecondly  and  chiefly,  with 
refped  to  the  conftitution  of  the 
kingdom,  to  which  it  offers  no  fa- 
tis  fiction  for  the  violation  of  the 
law ;  as  it  acknowledges  only  by 
conibuclion  and  reference  to  dates, 
that  it  has  been  violated  ;  as  it  at- 
tempts to  confound  the  juft  ideas 
of  profpe&ive  legiflation  by  au- 
thorizing a  meaiure  from  a  day 
which  has  already  long  elapfed, 
and  as  it  totally  omits  to  itate  not 
only  that  the  effedt  has  been  ade- 
quate to  the  me'afure,  and  that 
therefore  the  meafure  is  falutary, 
and  that  it  has  had  any  effecl  what- 
ever. 

Radnor. 

For  the  firft  and  fourth  reafons, 
Portland,  De  Ferrars. 

Abergavenny, 


On  Saturday,  July  3,  his  Majefy 
clofed  the  Sejfion  of  Parliament 
<with  the  following  Speech. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  many  great  and  effen- 
tial  fervices  you  have  ren- 
dered to  me  and  to  ydlir  country, 
during  the  courfe  of  your  long  at- 
.\    tendance   in    parliament,  demand 
my  mod  cordial  thanks. 

I  have  feen  with  entire  appro- 
bation the  zeal  youhaveiranifefled 
for  the  fupport  and  profecution  of 
the  juft:  and  neceffary  war  in  which 
I  am  engaged,  nor  am  I  lefs  fen^ 
iible  of  your  attention  to  the  pre- 
fent  (late  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land :  my  paternal  affection  for  all 


my  people  makes  me  fincerely  an-' 
xious  for  the  happihefs  and  pro- 
fperity  of  every  part  of  my  domi- 
nions. 

Hitherto  the  events  of  war  have 
afforded  the  court  of  France  no  rea*> 
fon  to  triumph  on  the  confequence? 
of  their  injuftice  and  breach  of 
public  faith ;  and  I  truft  that  by 
a  fpirited  and  profperous  exertion, 
of  the  force  you  have  put  into  my 
hands,  that  ambitious  power  may 
be  brought  to  wifh  that  they' had 
not,  without  provocation  or  caufe 
of  complaint,  infulted  the  honour, 
and  invaded  the  rights'  of  my 
crown. 

I  have  already  acquainted  you 
with  the  hoflile  itep  which  has 
been  lately  taken  by  the  court  of 
Spain.  Whatever  colour  may  he 
attempted  to  be  put  upon  that  un^- 
juft  proceeding,  I  am  confcioos 
that  I  have  nothing  to  reproacji 
myfelf  with  :  it  has  been  followed 
by  the  cleareft  demonftrations  of 
the  loyalty  and  affection  of  my 
parliament  to  my  per  ion  and  go- 
vernment, for  which  I  repeat  to 
you  my  warmeft  thanks ;  and  I 
con  fid  er  it  as  a  happy  omen  of  the 
fuccefs  of  my  arms,  that  the  in- 
creafe  of  difficulties  ferves  only  to 
augment  the  courage  and  con- 
ftancy  of  the  nation,  and  to  ani- 
mate and  unite  my  people  in  the 
defence  of  their  country,  and  of 
every  thing  that  is  dear  to  them. 

The  advanced  feafon  of  the  year 
requires  that  I  mould  afford  you 
fome  recefs  from  public  bufinefs, 
and  I  do  it  with  the  lefs  reluclance, 
as,  by  the  powers  veiled  in  me  by 
law,  I  can  have  the  aid  of  your 
advice  and  affiftance  within  four- 
teen days,  mould  any  emergency 
make  it  neceffary  for  me  to  con- 
vene you  before  the  ufual  time. 

Gentle- 
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Gentlemen   of  the   Houfe  of  Dublin  Caftle,  Oftober  12. 

Commons,  ^  1  ''HIS  day  the  parliament  hav> 

X     ing  met  according  to  the  la  ft 
The  various  and  extenfive  ope*  prorogation,    hrs    Excellency  the 
rations  of  the  war  have  unavoid-  Lord  Lieutenant  went  in  ftate  to 
ably  occafioned    uncommon    ex-  ^  Houfe  of  Peecs,  and  the  Corn- 
pence,     and     brought    additional  mons    bei        fent  for   and   come 

burdens  on  my  faithful  and  be-  thither  accordingly,  his  Excellency 

loved  people,    which  I  moft  fin-  made  the  f0\\0Jlng  fr>eech  t0  both 

xerely  regret :  I  cannot  fufficiently  Houfes  ; 
thank  you  for  the  confidence  you 

have  repofed  in  me,  and  for  the  My  Lords>  and  Gentlemen, 

chearfulnefs  and  public  fpirit  with  AT  a  time  when  the  tfade  and 

which  the  large  fupphes  for   the  corflmerce  of  this  kingdom  are,  in 

current  year  have  been  granted.  a  more  particlliar  manner,  the  ob- 
jects of  public  attention,  it  were 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  to  be  wifhed  that  the  general  tran- 

_   .    .        _, ,          r      1       /•   1  quillity,  ever  defirable,  had  been 

It  is  impoflible  to  fpeak  of  the  reft0red,  fo  as  to  have  left  you  en- 

continuance  of  the   rebellion   in  t«irely  at  Ieifure  t0  deliberate  on 

North  America  without  the  deepeft  tho(e  great  and  im?ortant  fubje&s. 

concern  ;  but  we  have  given  fuch  But  t  am  perfuaded  you  will  not 

unqueftionable  proofs  of  our  fin-  perm[t  any  intere(ls,  however  dear 

cere  difpofition  to  put  an  end  to  t0  you>  t0  ;mpede  your  efforts*  or 

thofe   troubles,    that  I   muft  ftill  difturb  your  unanimity  at  this  moll 

hope  that  the  malignant  defigns  of  important  period:  and  I  have  it 

the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  can-  exprefsly  in   command   from   his 

not  long  prevail  againft  the  evi-  Majefty  to  affure  you,   that   the 

dent   intereils   of  thofe    unhappy  cares  and  folicitudes    infeparable 

provinces,  and  that  they  will  not  from  a  ftate  0f  hoftility,  have  not 

blindly  perfift  in  preferring  an  un-  prevented  him   from   turning  his 

natural  and  dangerous  connection  royai    m;nd  t0   the  intereils   and 

with  a  foreign  power,  to  peace  and  diftreffes  of  this  kingdom  with  the 

re-union  with  their  mother-coun-  moft  afFeaion  ate  concern;  of  which 

try»  the  money  remitted  to  this  country 

for  its  defence,  when  England  had 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  every  reafon  to  apprehend  a  moft 

his  Majefty's  command,  faid,  formidable    and     immediate     at- 
tack, affords  a  convincing  proof.    * 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  AnXTlfZ  ^  haPPincf*  °[  his 

7  people,  his  Majefty  will  moft  chear- 

Itis  his  Majefty's  royal  will  and  fully  co-operate  with  his  Parlia- 
pleafure,  that  this  parliament  be  ment  in  fuch  meafures  as  may  pro- 
prorogued  to  Thurfday,  the  5th  of  mote  the  common  intereils  of  all 
Auguft  next,  to  be  then  here  hoi-  his  fubje&s. 

den  ;  and  this  parliament  is  pro-  I  have  the  pleafure  to  inform 

xogued  to  Thurfday,   the  5th  of  you  of  an  acceffion  to  his  Msjefty's 

Auguft  next.  family  fince  the  laft  feffion  of  Par- 
liament, 
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liamerit,  fey  thebirt*  of_iniJt&er  roufed   the   courage,    ind  called 

Prince.    Maythe  fame  Provide  rice  forth  the  exertions  of  hi*  Majef- 

th  at con  tin  net  to  increafe  his  do-  ty's  brave    and.  loyal  fubje&s  of 

meftic  felicity,  proteft  the  fiotonr  this  kingdom.     1  have  only  to  la- 

of  his  crown,  and  the  happintfrof  ment,  that  the"  exhaofied  ftata  of 

his  people.  ■;  the  treafury  has  hitherto  pot  It  out 

'  '  '  of  my  power  to^give.  thofe  exer>  . 

Gentlemen  of'  the  Houft  <rf  tions  the  moft.  extenilvc  and  conr 

Couimons,  .  '  .::1"  ftitudonal  operation,  by  carrylnj; 

It  is  with  great  concern  I  am  to  the  militia  laws  into  execution. 

inform  you,  that  on'  account  of  the .  '    I  am  perfUaded  youwill  notfuf- 

extraordinary  decline- of  the.rCver  ftr    any;  danger*    that    may    b* 

hues,  the  very  liberal  (applies  df  threatened  from  abroad  to  dr»w 

the  laft  feffioiihaVe  proved  Iflatfef  off  your  attention:  from  wife ijta'A 

quate  to  the  exigencies  of  gorerni-  neceiSary    domefttc    regulation*-* 

ment)    fn  that,  cootrafr  M  'my  and  that.'amcng  the  "marly  fab. 

tnoft  farrguine   expectations^    and  jefts  worthy  of  year  confidential?! 

moft  earncft  ertdeaVoOrs*  thereii'ik  the  Protemuit  charter.  fcbooUaftd 

confidcrahle  arreaf  now'to  be  pro-  linen  manufacture  wiH  continue"  tf) 

tided  for;  ■■■■*.■  r  «..  .  ^  0kjea»  of  ronr  feriotii  aueiU 

His  Majefty,  *">"»  Wi 'pattfntd  don,  " 
attention  to  the  jnterefls.of  ill         In  promoting  thefe,  and  in  all 

people;  and  his  ftllicltttde  (b  ob-  other  mcafure:)  that  may  tend  to 

viate  to  the'  utmoft,  .tBe'ttecemt*'  increafetheprofperity  and  improve 

of  increasing  their  burdeiiii  'htt  the  true  interefts  of  this  kingdom, 

gradoufly  commanded' me' to'rtt-  I  am  bound   to  co-operate  wiiJi 

dare  to    you*    that  tlnrjjretieir.  you  by  a  double  tie  of  inclination 

ceconomy  fliall  in  every  inftance  and  duty.    Nothing  can  ever  affect 

be  exerted,  as  far  as  may  be" ton-  me   with    more  real    fads  faction. 

fiftent  with    the    honour   of  his  than  the  exerting  my  heft  endca- 

crown,  and  the  real  interefts' of  vours  for  the  welfare  of  Ireland'; 

the  nation.'  '      '  .".  nor  can  *  ever  render  a  more  ac»   " 

I  have  ordered  the  public  at-  ceptable  fervlce  to  my  Sovereign, 

counts,  and  other  neceflary  papers)  than  in  promoting  the  happind's 

to  be  laid  before  you;  and!  have  of  his  people, 

no  doubt  that  your  known  loyalty  *  "'....     .'.■-.'  'r 

to  your  King,  and  attachment  to      !  .  .         ■    ,.  ■.  ■.     r. 

your  country,  wiU  induce  «ju  to  fjjg  bmhtt  Aihdi  tf  lU  tintf 
go  as  far  as  the  national  abilities        SfiritMmi  *md  Tamper al,  i>  -fmr- 

will  admit,  in  making  a  provifiou  '   Hemvt  eJJmhlid  to  bit  Kfttlima 

fuitable  to  the  exigency  of  the  ■■.  »*,.£**  Vimm*m?   **£'■*&  ■ 
times,  and  the  honourable- fupport        tfmiSmy't  .rfirfawr-  .:'..,.' 

of  his  Majefty's  government.  .  „    t    .. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, '  ' 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  \X/&  °'*  Majesty*!"  moft  duti. 

The  united  efforts  and  great     W    ful  and  loyal  fubjeas,  the 

military  preparations  of  the  honfe  Cords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  j# 

of  Bourbon  fsera    only    to  hare  Parliament  iffomWed;  return  you* 

Vol.  XXII.  [Z]  ZxbkU. 
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Excellency  our  fin  cere  thanks  for 
your  moft  excellent  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

We  feel  ourfclves  happy  in  be- 
ing again  aflembled  in  Parliament 
under  your  Excellency's  adminis- 
tration, of  which  we  have  had 
fuch  experience,  as  fills  us  with 
the  bed  grounded  hopes  and  con- 
fidence, that,  a  Aided  bv  vour  Ex- 
cellency's  knowledge  of,  and  ear- 
ned defire  to  promote  the  true  in- 
tereft  of  this  country,  fuch  things 
may  be  accompli fhed,  as  may  emi-' 
nently  diftinguifh  the  prefent  (eC- 
fion  of  parliament,  by  the  wife 
provifion,  and  ufeful  regulations 
which  (hall  be  made  in  it,  for 
reftoring  and  eftablifhing  the  na- 
tional profperity. 

We  cannot  doubt  of  your  Excel- 
lency's faithful  reprefentations  of 
this  country,  when  we  hear  from 
the  throne,  as  we  have  done,  that 
his  Majefty  hath  gracioufly  con- 
defcended  to  allure  us,  that  the 
cares  and  folicitudes  infeparable 
from  a  (late  of  hoftility,  have  not 
been  able  to  prevent  him  from 
turning  his  thoughts  to  the  inte- 
reft  and  diftre/Tes  of  this  kingdom* 
and  to  afford  us  fuch  a  proof  as  he 
has  done  of  his  affectionate  con- 
cern* by  the  remittance  made  to 
this  country  for  its  fupport. 

We  rejoice  with  your  Excellen- 
cy, on  the  "happy  accefiion  to  his 
Majefty 's  royal  family  by  the  birth 
of  another  Prince. 

We  congratulate  with  your  Ex- 
cellency, that,  notwith  (landing 
the  united  efforts  of  his  Majefty's 
enemies,  there  is  that  difplay  of 
courage  and  manifestation  of  zeal 
for  the  fupport  of  his  Majefty's 
facred  perfon  and  government, 
through  all  orders  and  ranks  of  the 
people  in  this  kingdom*  as  (hews 
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that  his  Majefty's  loyal  fubje&s 
here,  are  fo  far  from  being  caft 
down  and  difmayed,  by  any  hoftile 
efforts  or  threats,  that  they  are 
animated  to  a  degree,  that  roufes 
the  brave  and  military  fpirit  of 
this  country,  that  hath  fo  emi- 
nently diftinguifhed  itfelf  at  all 
times. 

We  beg  leave  to  aflure  your 
Excellency,  that  we  will  not  fuffer 
any  dangers,  with  which  we  may 
be  threatened  from  -abroad,  to 
draw  off  our  attention  from  wife 
and  domeftic  regulations ;  and  that 
among  the  great  objects,  worthy 
of  our  confideration*  the  Proteftant 
charter  fchools,  and  linen  manu- 
facture, will  continue  to  have  a 
juft  (hare  of  our  attention. 

We  cannot  but  offer  to  your 
Excellency  our  moft  grateful 
thanks,  for  the  kind  afiurance  that 
you  have  given  us,  of  your  co- 
operating with  us  in  promoting 
fuch  meafures,  as  may  tend  to  in- 
creafe  the  profperity,  or  improve 
the  true  intereft  of  this  kingdom  ; 
—and*  relying  upon  the  proofs 
which  your  Excellency  hath  given 
us,  in  your  paft  conduct*  ofyour 
good  wi(hes,  we  truft*  that  your 
Excellency's  beft  endeavours  will 
never  be  wanting*  to  forward  an4 
promote  the  welfare  of  Ireland* 

His  Excellency's  Anfwer* 

My  Lords* 
The  fame  indulgent  par  iality 
which  dictated  the  terms  of  your 
Lord  (hips  Addrefs,  will,  I  flatter 
myfelf,  excufe  my  not  finding 
language  fufficienriy  forcible  to 
exprefs  my  thanks.  It  (hall  be  my 
ftudy  to  perfevere  in  that  line  of 
conduct,  which  has  been  deemed 
deferving  ofyour  approbation. 

TranJUait* 
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Tranfation  of  the  King  0/  France'/ 
Declaration  of  War  at  Martinico* 


THE  infult  offered  to  my  flag~ 
by  a  frigate  belonging  to 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  in  her  treat- 
ment of  my  frigate  the  Belle  Poule ; 
the  capture  by  an  Englifh  fquacU 
ron  of  my  frigates  the  Licorne 
and  Pallas,  and  6f  my  cutter,  the 
Coureur,  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations ;  the  capture  at  fea  and 
confifcation  of  fhips  belonging  to 
my  fubjects,  by  the  Englifh,  con- 
trary to  the  faith  of  treaties ;  the 
continual  interruption  and  injury 
occafioned  to  the  maritime  com- 
merce of  my  kingdom,  and  of  my 
colonies  in  America,  as  well  by 
ihips  of  war  as  by  privateers,  au* 
thorized  by  his  Britannic  Majefty ; 
the  depredations  committed  and 
encouraged,  by  which  thefe  inju- 
rious proceedings,  but  chiefly  the 
infult  offered  to  my  flag,  have 
forced  me  to  lay  afide  that  mode- 
ration which  I  propofed  to  ob- 
ferve,  and  will  not  allow  me  any 
longer  to  fufpend  the  effects  of  my 
refentment. 

The  dignity  of  my  crown*  and 
the  protection  which  I  owe  to  my 
fubjects,  oblige  me  to  make  re- 
prisals, and  to  aft  in  a  hoftile  man- 
ner againft  the  Englifh  nation.  I 
therefore  authorize  my  fhips  to  at- 
tack, and  endeavour  to  take  and 
deftroy  all  (hips,  frigates,  and 
other  velTels  they  may  meet  with, 
belonging  to  the  King  of  Eng- 
land, and  alfo  to  feize  and  detain 
all  Englifh  mercantine  veffels 
which  they  may  encounter;  and 
I  likewife  authorize  my  troops  to 
attack,  feize,  and  occupy  the  pof- 
ieflions  of  his  Britannic  Majefty .- 

I  therefore  write  this  letter  to 
inform  you,  that  it  is  my  defire, 


tess 

that,  you  employ  all  the  land  and 
fea  forces  under  your  direction,  in 
attacking  and  feizing  the  poflcf- 
fiohs  of  the  King  of  England, 
his  ihips,  frigates,  and  other  vef- 
fels,  alfo  the  merchant  fhips  be- 
longing to  his,  fubjects,  and  for 
that  purpofe  you  may  exercife, 
aird  caule  to  be  exercifed,  all 
Manner  of  hoftilities  aulbotixed  by 
the  laws  tfwaf  $  I  am  allured  in 
finding  in  the  juftnefs  of  my  caufe, 
in  the  courage  and  fkill  of'  my 
land  and  fea  forces,  in  the  bravery 
and  attachment  of  my  fbldiers  and 
fail  or  s,  and  in  the  love  of  my 
fubjects  in  general,  the  refources 
which  I  have  always  experienced 
from  them,  my  prefent  conduct 
having  no  other  tendency  than  to 
promote  their  happinefs. 

I  pray  God,  Monfieur  le  Mar- 
quis de  Bouille,  that  he  may  take 
you  under  his  holy  protection. 

(Signed)  Louis. 

De  SAktiNE. 

Ferfaillts,  iZthJunt,  1778. 

'«  — — *— — — — — — — — — *m*— — t^mmmm — 

A   DECLARATION, 

jbddreffed  in  the  Name  of  the  King  of 

France  to  all  the  untient  French 

in  Canada,  and  every  other  Pari 

of  North  -  A  merica.    (Tran/laiei 

from  the  French.) 

THE  underfigned,  authorifed 
by  his  Majefty,  and  thence, 
cloathed  with  the  nobieft  titles, 
with  that  which  effaces  all  others > 
charged  in  the  name  of  the  fathef 
of  his  country,  and  the  beneficent 
protector  of  his  fubjects,  eo  offer  a 
fuppott  to  thofe  who  were  born  to 
enjoy  the  bleffings  of  his  govern* 
ment—  '     » 

[Z]  a  «• 
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To  all  bis  Countrymen  in  North*  ihe  demanded  of  Parliament  the? 

America.  (applies. 

The  calamities  of  a  war  thus 
You  were  born  French  ?  yon  proclaimed,  have  been  retrained 
never  could  ceafe  to  be  French,  and  retarded  as  much  as  was  pof- 
The  late  war,  which  was  not  de-  fible,  by  a  monarch  whofe  pacific 
cjared  but  by  the  captivity  of  and  difrntere fled  views  now  reclaim 
nearly  all  our  feamen,  and  the  the  marks  of  your  former  attach- . 
principal  advantages  of  which  our  ment,  only  for  your  own  happi- 
common  enemies  entirely  owed  to  nefs.  Conftrained  to  repel  force 
the  courage,  the  talents,  and  the  by  force,  and  multiplied  hoftilities 
numbers  of  the  brave  Americans,  by  reprifals  which  he  has  at  laft 
who  are  now  fighting  againft  them,  authorifed,  if  neceffity  mould  car- 
has  wreited  from  you  that  which  ry  his  arms,  or  thofe  of  his  allies, 
is  mofl  dear  to  all  men,  even  -the  into  a  country  always  dear  to  him, 
name  of  your  country.  To  compel  you  have  not  to  fear  either  burn- 
you  to  bear  the  arms  of  parricides  ings  or  devastations  r  and  if  grati- 
againil  it,  mufl  be  the  completion  tude,  if  the  view  of  a. flag  always? 
of  misfortunes :  with  this  you  are  revered  by  thofe  who  have  follow- 
now  threatened  :  a  new  war  may  ed  it,  mould  recall  to  the  banners 
juftly  make  you  dread  being  oblig-  of  France,  or  of  the  United  States, 
ed  to  fubmit  to  this  moil  intole-  the  Indians  who  .loved  us,  and 
rable  law  of  ilavery.  It  has  com-  have  been  loaded  with  prefents  by 
menced  like  the  lafl,  by  depreda-  him,  whom  they  alfo  call  their 
tions  upon  the  moil  valuable  part  father;  never,  no  never  (hall  they 
of  our  trade.  Too  long  already  employ  againft  jou  their  too  cruel 
have  a  great  number  of  unfortu-  methods  of  war.  Thofe  they  muft 
11  ate  Frenchmen  been  confined  in  renounce,  or  they  wilt  ceafe  to  be 
American  prifons.  You  hear  their  our  friends.  - 
groans.  The  prefent  war  was  de-  It  is  not  by  menaces  that  we 
clared  by  a  mefTage  in  March  lad,  (hall  endeavour  to  avoid  combat- 
from  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  ing  with  our  countrymen  ;  nor- 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament ;  a  mod  (hall  we  weaken  this  declaration 
authentic  ad  of  the  Britifh  fove-  by  invectives  againft  a  great  and 
reignty,  announcing  to  all  orders  brave  nation,  which  we  know 
of  the  State,  that  to  trade,  (with  how  to  refpe&,  and  hope  to  van- 
America)  though  without  exclud-  qaiftu 

ing  others  from  the  fame  right,  As  a  French  gentleman^  I  need1 

was  toofTcnd ;  that  frankly  to  avow  not  mention  to  thofe  among  you 

fttch  intention,  was  to  defy  this  who  were  born   fuch  as  well  as 

fovercignty ;  that  fhe  fhould  r<r-  myfelf,  that  there  is  but  one  au- 

TCnge  it,  and  deferred  this  only  to  guit  Houfe  in  the  -univerfe,  under- 

a  more  advantageous  opportunity,  which  the  French  can  be  happy,, 

when  (he  might  do  it  with  more  and  ferve  with  pleafure ;  fince  its 

appearance  of  legality  than  in  the  head,  and  thofe  who  are  nearly 

lait  war  ;  for  ihe  declared  that  ihe  allied  to  him  by  blood,  have  been 

had  the  right,  the  will,  and  the  at  ail  times,  through  a  long  line 

ability  to  revenge,  and  accordingly  of  monarchs,  and  axe  at  this  day 

more 


wore  than  ever .,  delighted  '  wi$i  iball  have  left  to  fear,.  j*I  Sfhall  in^Dt 

bearing  that  Very  title  which  Henry  obferve,  that  it  is  neceflary  for  re- 

IV.  regarded  as  the  firft  of  his  ligiori,   that  thofe  who  preach  it 

own.     I  (hall  not  excite  your  re-  ifeouidform  a  bod  fin  the  State; 

grets  for  thofe  q uaiifications,.  thofe  and  thai  in  Canada  n;o  other  body 

marks  of  diftinttidn,  thofe  decora*  would  be  moreroniidmd,  or  have 

tions,    which ,  in  our  manner  rf  store  power  to  4p  food  than  that 

thinking,   are  precious  treafures,  of  the  priefts,  taking  3M>ait  to  the 

but  front  which,  by  our  common  governments   fincc  their  refpecV* 

misfortunes,  the  American  French,  able  conduct  Has  meriitedlhe  con- 

who  have  known  To  well  how  to  Sdanoe  of  the  people.         -    -I 

deferve  them,  .are  now  precluded.  .  I  ihall  not  reprefent  tb  that 

Thefe,  I  am  bold  to  hope,  and  people,  nor  toaU  my  coansrytaen 

to  promife,    their  zeal  will. Very  in  general,  tha^ ayaftmooj^chy, 

fbon  procure  to  be  diffufed  aaonf  Having  the  fame  religion,  ijuriame  * 

them.     They  will    merit    them,  manners,    the    fame    language* 

when  they  dare  to  benme  the  ffiimds  •  Jtritere    tfccy\jlfe$l\  kiatten>  J&A 

of  our  allies.  v  friends  and.  brethren,  muft  be  aft 

I  (hall  not  afk  the  military  cow*  inexhaufKble  iburce  of  commerce 

pahions  of 'the  Marquis  of  Levi,  and  wealth,  more  eafily  acquired 

thofe  who  Ihared  his  glory,  wito  -and  better.  fegait^  4>y  their  un^On 

admired  his  talents  and  genius  for  ,wvtk  powerful  neighbours,    tbfca  ' 

war,  who  loved  his  cordiality  and  wit^  ttranger*  $f.  an0th#r  beml~ 

franknefs,  the  principal  ch$ra&e-  jfpAere,  ai^on^wlic^ni  every  jhiar 

ri  flics  of  our  nobility,    whether  is  different,  and  who,  jealous  attjl 

there    be   other  names  m,:otjfccr  defoo tf  cavern  men tt,wo« Id  fooncr 

nations,  among. which  they  would  or  later  ireat  them  as, a, coijquerftd 

be  better  pieafed  to  place  taear  ~peopler  and  doubtlcfs  much  worfe 

own.  ...  than  their  late   countrymen  the 

Can  the  Canadians*  who  faw  Americana,  wh»  made  theoi  VW-  ~ 

the  brave  Montcalm  fall  in  their  torious.  .  I :  feall  not ',  nrge  to.,ia 

defence,  can  they  become  the  ene-  whol^  peopk,   that  to /*fr  wijjb 

mies  of  his  nepnews  \    Can  they  the.  United  States,  isv  to.  f&ujpe 

fight  again  ft  their  former  leaders,  their,  own    haj*t>iaef*l    fineet!ja 

and  arm  themfelves  a^ainft  their  whole  people,,  wfttn  .they^cqtfisje 

kinfmen  ?     At  the  bare  mention  {hexr}ght  &f  thinking  and  *&*£ 

of  their  names,  the  weapons  would  for..  th$mfelve*f.  mM if  know  tfosjr 

fall  out  of  their  hands.  .  own  intercft  $  -but  I  will  declara, 

I  (hall  not  obferve  to  the  miiiif-  and  l  now  formally  declare^  ialae 

ters  of  the  altars,  that  their  evao-  name  of  h}»  M&jefiy*  who  ha*  atH 

gelic  efforts  will  require  the  fpe-  tfeortfed  and  pQmmanded  me  to  <fc 

cial  protection  of  Providence:  to  ,U$  that  all  his  former fubjc&s  i|a 

prevent  faith  being  diminiihea  by  North  Amejic*i  a/haJOiall  nO  atone . 

example,  by  worldly  intereft,  and  acknowledge;    the.. Supremacy  "df 

by  fovereigns  whom  force. h as  inv-  Great  Britain,, .may.  depend  upon 

jpofed  upon  them,  and  whofe  pol}^  his  projec^on/an.d  fuOpoxt.  .. 
tical  indulgence  will  ra.Jjf^tengd        Done  on  f}6ard   nis^MAJefty^ 

proportionably  as  ihbte*  ioverei^ns  (hip  the  LanguedoC,  in  the  har- 
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boar  of  Bofton,  the  28th  day  of       Done  at  Verfailles  the  5th  dif 
Odober,  in  the  year  1778.  of  the  month  of  April,  in  die  year 

Estaikg.    of  Grace,  1779,  and  in  the  5th  of 

BlCREL  DE  GraKDCLOS,      ^ '^  j^^ 

Secretary,    appointed    by  the    And  nn£nath,    De  Sartike. 
King,  to  the  fqnadron  com- 
manded by  the  Count  D'Ef-    — - — - — - 

D£*  Letter  from  the  French  King,  to  bis 

Serene  Higbnifs  the  Admiral  of 


,          *         ft?        u  z"     -.   *l  France.     Dated  June  c,  1770. 

Letter  from  the  French  King  to  the  j        1      f*v 

Admiral  of  France,  fixing  the  (Tranfated from  the  French.) 
Time  from  whence  the  Commence- 

memt  of  Hoftihties  was  to  be  confi-  Cousin, 

dered.  V-j-aHE  defirc  I  have  always  had 

X     of  fattening,  as  much  as  in 

To  his  Serene  Higbnefs,  my  Lord,  the  my  power  ]{t$9  the  calamities  of 

Admiral,  warf  nas  induced  me  to  dired  my 

attention  to  that  part  of  my  fnb- 

Cousiv,  jc£s  wno  employ  themfelves   in 

I  Am  informed  that  doubts  have  the  fisheries,  and  who  derive  their 

arifen   on    the   period   from  fole    fubfiftence    from    thofe    re* 

which  ought  to  be  fixed  the  com-  fources.     I  fuppofe  that  the  ex- 

menccment  of  hoflilities,  and  that  ample,  which  I  (hall  now  give  to 

from  this  incertitude  may  refult  my  enemies,  and  which  can  have 

many  difputes  prejudicial  to  com-  no  other  views  than  what  arife 

merce.     To  prevent  which,  I  have  from  fentiments  of  humanity,  will 

thought  proper  to  explain  to  you  induce  them  to  grant  the  fame  li» 

more  particularly  what  I  have  al-  berty  to  our  fisheries,  which  Irea- 

ready  fufficiently  told  you  in  my  dily  grant  them.    In  confequence 

letter  of  the  10th  of  July.   I  charge  whereof,  I  fend  you  this  letter  to 

you,    in  confequence,   to  inform  acquaint  you,  that  I  have  given 

thofe  who  are  under  your  orders,  orders  to  all  the  commanders  of 

that  the  infult  done  to  my  flag  on  my  vefTels,  armed  (hips,  and  cap* 

the  17th  of  June,   1778,  by  the  tains  of  privateers,  not  to  moleft 

Englifh  fquadron  feizing  my  fri-  (until  further  orders)  the  EnglHh 

gates,  the  Pallas  and  the  Licorne,  fifhery,  nor  to  flop  their  veflels, 

puts  me  to  the  necefiity  of  making  whether  they  be  laden  with  frefh 

reprifals,  and  that  it  is  from  that  fifh,  or  not  having  taken  in  their 

day,  the  17th  of  June,  1778,  that  freight;  provided,  however,  that 

I  nx  the  commencement  of  hofti-  they  do  not  carry  offenfive  arm9, 

lities  againft  my  fubjeds,  by  the  and  that  they  are  not  found  to 

fubjelts  of  the  King  of  England,  have  given  flgnals,  which  might 

Thefe  being  for  this  purpofe  only,  indicate  their  holding  an  intelli- 

I  pray  God,  that  he  will  take  my  gence  with  the  enemy's  fhips  of 

couftn  into  his  holy  and  merciful  war.   You  will  make  known  thefe 

protection,  my  intentions  to  the  officers  of  the 

Adroit 
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Admiralty,  and  to  all  who  are  un- 
der your  orders.  Such  being  the 
purpofes  of  thefe  prefents,  I  pray 
God,  my  Coufin,  that  he  will 
grant  you  his  holy  protection. 
Given  at  Verfailles,  the  5th  day 
of  June,  in  the  year  1779. 
Signed 

Louis, 
Countersigned 

De  Sartine. 

Copy  of  a  Paper  delivered  to  Lord 
Vif count  Weymouth,  by  the  Mar- 
quis  d'Almadovar,  the  16/^  June, 

*779- 

AL  L  the  world  has  been  wit- 
nefs  to  the  noble  imparti- 
ality of  the  King,  in  the  midft  of 
the  difputes  of  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don with  its  American  colonies 
and  with  France.  Befides  which, 
his  Majefly  having  learned  that 
his  powerful  mediation  was  defir- 
ed,  generoufly  made  an  offer  of 
it,  which  was  accepted  by  the  be- 
ligerent  powers,,  and  for  this  mo- 
tive only  a  fhip  of  war  was  fent 
on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefly to  one  of  the  ports  of  Spain. 
The  King  has  taken  the  moft 
energetic  fteps,  and  fuch  as  ought 
to  have  produced  the  moft  happy 
effect,  to  bring  thofe  powers  to  an 
accommodation  equally  honourable 
to  both  parties  ;  propofing  for  this 
end  wife  expedients  for  fmoothirig 
difficulties,  and  preventing  the  ca- 
lamities of  war.  But  although  his 
Majefly's  propofitions,  and  parti- 
cularly thofe  of  his  Ultimatum, 
have  been  conformable  to  thofe 
which  at  other  times  the  Court  of 
London  itfelf  had  appeared  to 
judge  proper  for  an  accommoda- 
tion, and  which  were  alfo  quite  as 
moderate,  they  have  been  rejected 


in  a  manner  that  fully  proves  the 
little  defire  which  the  sritifh  Ca- 
binet has  to  reflore  peace  to  Eu- 
rope, and  to  preferve  tEe  King's 
fnendfhip.  In  effeft,  the  conduct 
of  that  Cabinet,  with  regard  to 
his  Majefty,  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  negociation,  has  had 
for  its  object  to  prolong  it  for  more 
than  eight  months,  either  by  vain 
pretences,  or  by  anfwers  which 
could  not  be  more'  rncondufive, 
whilft  in  this  interval  the  infults 
on  the  Spanifh  flag,  and  the  viola- 
tion of  the  King's  territories  were 
carried  on  to  an  incredible  excefs; 
prizes  have  been  made,  (hips  have 
been  fearched  and  plundered,  and 
a  great  number  of  them  have  been 
fired  npon,  which  have  been  o- 
bliged  to  defend  themfelves ;  the 
r eg ifters  have  been  opened  and 
torn  in  pieces,  and  even  the 
packets  of  the  Court  found  on 
board  the  King's  packet-boat. 

The  dominions  of  the  Crown  in 
America  have  been  threatened, 
and  they  have  gone  to  the  dread- 
ful extremity  of  raifing  the  Indian 
nations,  called  the  Chatcas,  Che- 
roquies,  and  Chicac)ias,  againft 
the  innocent  inhabitants  of  Loui- 
fiana,  who  would  have  been  the 
victims  of  the  rage  of  thefe  barba- 
rians, if  the  Chatcas  themfelves 
had  not  repented,  and  revealed  all 
the  feduclion  the  Englifh  had 
planned.  The  fovereignty  of  his 
Majefly  in  the  province  of  Darien, 
and  on  the  coaft  of  St.  Bias,  has 
been  ufnrped,  the  Governor  of 
Jamaica  having  granted  to  a  rebel 
Indian  the  comraiffion  of  Captain* 
general  of  thofe  provinces. 

In  fhort,  the  territory  of  the  Bay 
of  Honduras  has  been  recently 
violated  by  exercifing  a&s  of  hof- 
tility,  and  other  excefles,  againft 

[Z]  4  *e 
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the  Spaniards,  who  haye  been 
imprifoned,  and  whofe  houfes  have 
l>een  invaded  ;  befides  which,  the 
Court  of  London  has  hitherto  neg- 
lected to  accomplifh  what  the  16th 
article  of  the  lad  treaty  of  Paris 
itipulated  relative  to  that  coaft. 

Grievances  (a  numerous,  fo 
weighty,  and  recent,  have  been  at 
different  times  (he  object  of  com- 
plaints made  in  the  King's  name, 
and  dated  in-  memorials  which 
were  delivered  either  to  the  Britifh 
Minifters  at  London,  or  tranf- 
111  it  ted  to  them  through  the  chan- 
nel of  the  Englifh  Ambaflador  at 
Madrid  ;  but  although  the  anfwers 
which  were  received  have  been 
friendly,  his  Majefty  has  hitherto 
obtained  no  other  fatisfa&ion  than 
to  fee  the  infults  repeated,  which 
lately  haye  amounted  to  the  num- 
ber of  one  hundred. 

The  King,  proceeding  with 
that  fw eerily  and  candour  which 
characterize  him,  has  formally  de- 
clared to  the  court  of  London, 
from  the  commencement  of  its 
difputes  with  France,  that  the 
conduct  of  England  fhould  be  the 
rule  of  that  which  Spain  would 
hold. 

His  Majefty  like  wife  declared  to 
that  Court,  that  at  the  time  their 
differences  with  that  of  Paris 
might  be  accommodated,  it  would 
be  abfolutely  nece/Tary  to  regulate 
thofe  which  had  arifen,  or  might 
ftill  arife,  with  Spain,  and  in  the 
plan  of  mediation  which  was  fent 
to  the  under-written  Ambaflador 
the  28th  of  laft  September,  and 
which  was  by  him  delivered  to  the 
Britiih  Miniitry  in  the  beginning 
of  October,  a  plan  with  vvhicn 
Lord  Grantham  was  apprized,  and 
of  which  he  rpceivtd  a  copy,  his 
M<yefty  declared  in  positive  terms 
{0  ciic  belligerent  powers,  that  ia 


confederation  of  the  infults  whiA 
his  fubjeds  and  dominions  ha4 
fufFered,  and  likewife  of  the  at- 
tempts levelled  againft  his  rights, 
he  mould  be  under  the  neceffity  of 
taking  his  part,  in  cafe  the  nego- 
tiation, inftead  of  being  continued 
with  fincerity,  fhould  be  broken; 
off,  or  fhould  produce  no  effect. 

The  caufes  of  complaint  given 
by  the  Court  of  London  not  hav- 
ing ceafed,  and  that  Court  fhew- 
ing  no  difpofitions  to  give  repara- 
tion for  them,  the  King  has  re- 
folved,  and  orders  his  Ambaflador 
to  declare,  that  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  the  protection  which  he 
owes  to  his  fubje&s,  and  his  own 
perfonal  dignity,  do  not  permit 
him  to  fuffer  their  infults  to  con- 
tinue, and  to  neglect  any  longer 
the  reparation  of  thofe  already 
received,  and  that  in  this  view, 
notwithstanding  the  pacific  difpo- 
fitions cf  his  Majefty,  and  even 
the  particular  inclination  he  had 
always  had  and  exprefTed  for  cul- 
tivating the  friendfhip  of  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefty,  he  finds  himfelf 
under  the  difagreeable  neceffity  of 
making  ufe  of  all  the  means  which 
the  Almighty  has  intrufted  him 
with,  to  obtain  that  juftice  which 
he  has  folicited  by  fo  many  ways, 
without  being  able  to  acquire  it ; 
in  confiding  on  the  juftice  of  his 
caufe,  his  Majefty  hopes  that  the 
confequences  of  this  refolution, 
will  not  be  imputed  to  him  be- 
fore God  or  man,  and  that  other 
nations  will  form  a  fuitable  idea 
of  this  rcfolution,  by  comparing 
it  to  the  conduct  which  they 
themfelves  have  experienced  on 
the  part  of  the  Britiih  Miniftry. 
(Signed) 

Le. Marquis  D'Almadovar. 
London,  16  June,  1773* 

O/dert 
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Orders  fir  Repri/ah  by  tit  Qmt  tf    dominions  j  : 
Londpn.  Majcfty's  Adi 


o   that  end  hi* 

e- General,  with 

the  Advocate  of  the  Admiralty,  are 

At  the  Court  at  fit.  Jamet'i,  tn*    forthwith  to  prepare  the  draught 

'     1 8th  of  June,  1779.  of  a  commiffiQn,  and  preterit  the 

P    D    w    c  W   M  T  fan,e  ">  h's  M-yefty  a:  lhii  board, 

PRESENT,     ,        aathorifmg  the  Commillioners  for 

The  KING'S  Moft  Kxcetkit    executing  the  office  of  Lord  High 

Majefty  in  Council.         ■       Admiral,  or  any  per(bn  or  perfona 

by  them  empowered  and  appoint- 

WHEREAS  the  Ambauador  ed,  to  iffhe  forth  and  grant  letters 
of  the  King  of  Spain  has,  of  marque  and  repiifil  to  any  of 
by  order  of  hit  Court,  delivered  his  M.s  jetty's  fubjecb,  or  others 
to  Lord  Vifcouot  Weymouth  a  whom  the  ("aid  Com  mi  di  oners  thall 
paper,  in  which  it  ii  declared,  deem  fitly  qualified  in  that  behalf, 
thathii  Catholic  Majefty  intends  for  theapprehending,  feizing,  and 
to  have  reconrfe  to  anna,  under  taking  the  mips,  vdiels,  and  goade 
the  groundlef*  pretence  of  obtain-  belonging  to  Spain,  and  the  vaf- 
ing  reparation  for  injuries  jap,  fals  and  fubjedts  of  the  King  of  , 
pofed  to  have  been  received  j  and  Spain,  or  any  inhabitants  within 
whereat  the  faid  Ambauador  has  his  countries,  territories,  or  domi- 
received  order*  to  retire  from  thk  afoot)  and  that  fitch  powers  and 
kingdom  -without  taking  leave  1  claufes  beinferted  in  the  faid  com- 
his  Majeily,  being  determined  19  miffion  a»,have  been  n/uaj,  snd-trp 
take  fuch  meafurea  as  are  necef-  according  to  former  precedent*  1 
fary  for  vindicating  the  honour  of  and  his  Majesty'*  faid  ..Advocate 
his  crown,  ii  pleafed,  by  and  with  General,  with  the' Advocate  of  the 
the  advice  of  hit  Privy  Council,  Admiralty,  are  alfe  forthwith  bo 
to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  prepare  the  draught  of  a  comraif- 
that  general  reprifals  be  granted  ,iion,  and  prcfent  the  famfc  to  hii 
again!!  .the  (hip*,  goods,  and  Majefly  at  this  Board,  suth  onflow 
fubjects  of  the  King  of  Spain,  lb  the  faid  Commiffioner*  for  ejeectt- 
that  as  well  his  MaJeAy'i  fleet  and  ing  the  office  of  Lord  xiighAdnu* 
mips,  as  ah'n  all  other  Ihips  and  ral,  to  will  and  require  the  High- 
vet'iels  that  fhall  be  com  million  at-  Court  of  Admiralty  of  Great  Bri-i 
ed  by  letters  of  marque  or  general  tain,  and  the  Lieutenant  and  Judge 
reprifals,  or  otherwise,  by  his  of  the  faid  Court,  hia  furrogatei 
fclajetly's  Commiliioners,  for  exe-  ;  or  furrogate*.  as  alfo.the  feveril 
cueing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Courts  of  Admiralty  within  hia 
Admiral  cf  Great  Britain,  Ihall  M  a jelly  'a  dominion),  totakecogw 
and  may  lawfully  feize  all  Ihips,  afoanqe  of,  and  judicially  proceed: 
veiTels,  and  good*  belonging. to  upon  all,  and  all  manner  of  can* 
the  King  of  Spain  or  his  fubjefls,  turet,  frizures,  prize*,  and  repri* 
or   others   inhabiting   within    any     fals  of  all  fhipi  or  good*  that  arc 

or  Ihall  be  taken,  and  to  hear  and. 

determine  the.  fame  ;  and  accord" 

ing  to  the  coorfe  of  Admiralty; 

and  the  la,«v)  of  nations,  to  adjudge: 


the    teir 

itori. 

ss   of   the 

King    of 

Spain, 

and 

bring   the 

j^u-.cr 

t  in 

any  of  the  Courts  of 

Adiiii;-. 

ty  v 

,'ithin.    his 

Majefty'* 
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and  condemn  all  fuck  (hips,  vef- 
fels,  and  goods,  as  (hall  belong  to 
Spain,  or  the  vaiTals  and  fubjecls 
of  the  King  of  Spain,  or  to  any 
others  inhabiting  within  any  of 
his  countries,  territories,  and  do- 
minions; and  that  fuch  powers 
and  claufes  be  inferted  in  the  faid 
commiffion  as  have  been  ufual  and 
are  according  to  former  prece- 
dents; and  they  are  likewife  to 
prepare  and  lay  before  his  Majefty 
at  this  Board,  a  draught  of  fuch 
instructions  as  may  be  proper  to 
be  fent  to  the  Courts  of  Admiralty 
in  his  Majefty's  foreign  govern- 
ments and  plantations,  for  their 
guidance  herein  ;  as  alfo  another 
draught  of  inftructions  for  fuch 
(hips  as  (hall  be  com  million  at ed  for 
the  purpofes  afore  mentioned. 


Proclamation  relative  to  an  Invajion* 

By  the  K  I  N  G. 
A    Proclamation. 

George  R. 

WHEREAS  we  have  received 
intelligence,  that  prepara- 
tions are  making  by  our  enemies 
to  invade  this  our  kingdom,  the 
fafety  and  defence  of  which  re- 
quires our  utmoft  care,  and  where- 
in, by  the  affiftance  and  blefling 
of  God,  we  are  refolved  not  to 
be  wanting  ;  and  to  the  intent 
that  they  may  not,  in  cafe  of  their 
landing,  ftrengthen  themfclves, 
by  feizing  the  horfes,  oxen,  and 
cattle  of  our  fubjecls,  which  may 
be  ufeful  to  them  for  draught  or 
burthen,  or  be  eafily  fupplied 
with  provifions,  we  have  therefore 
thought  fir,  and  do  by  our  Royal 
Proclamation,    by  the   advice  of 


our  Privy  Council,  ft ri&ly  charge 
and  command  the  Warden  of  the 
Cinque  Ports,  his  Lieutenants, 
Deputy  or  Deputies,  arid  all  and 
every  the  Lieutenants  and  Deputy 
Lieutenants  of  our  counties,  and 
all  Sheriffs,  J u dices  of  the  Peace, 
Mayors,  Bailiffs,  and  all  and 
every  other  Officers  and  Minifters, 
civil  and  military,  within  their 
refpeclive  counties,  cities,  towns, 
and  divifions,  that  they  caufe  the 
coafts  to  be  carefully  watched, 
and  upon  the  firft  approach  of  the 
enemy,  immediately  to  caufe  .all 
horfes,  oxen,  and  cattle,  which 
may  be  fit  for  draught  or  burthen, 
and  not  actually  employed  in  our 
fervice,  or  in  the  defence  of  the 
country,  and  alfo  (as  far  as  may 
be  practicable)  all  other  cattle 
and  provifions,  to  be  driven  and 
removed  to  fome  place  of  fecoritv, 
and  to  fuch  a  diftance  from  tne 
place  where  the  enemy  (hall  at- 
tempt, or  appear  to  intend,  to 
land,  fo  as  they  may  not  fall  into 
the  hands  or  power  of  any  of  our 
enemies ;  wherein,  neverthelefs, 
it  is  our  will  and  pleafure,  that 
the  refpe&ive  owners  thereof  may 
fuffer  as  little  damage,  lofs,  or 
inconvenience  as  may  be  confif. 
tent  with  the  public  fafety :  and 
we  do  hereby  further  ftri&ly 
charge  and  command  all  our  fub- 
jects  to  be  aiding  and  aflifting  in 
the  execution  of  this  our  royal 
command. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's 
the  ninth  day  of  July,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
feventy-nine,  in  the  nineteenth 
year  of  our  reign. 

GOD  fave  the  King. 

Trait/lotion 


/  ■ 


S  TATE 

<tranJlation  of  the  t*wo  Royal  Cto- 
dtdes  of  the  King  of  Spain. 

DON  Carlos,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  King  of  Caftile, 
Leon,  Arragon,  the  Two  Sicilies, 
Jerufalem,  Navarre,  Granada,  To- 
ledo, Valencia,  Galiida,  Ma- 
jorca, Seville,  Sardinia,  Cordova, 
Corfica,  Murcia,  Jaen,  the  Al- 
garves,  Algazires,  Gibraltar  9  the 
Canary  Iflands,  the  Eaft  and  Weft 
Indies,  the  Iflands  and  Terra  Fir- 
ma,  of  the  Ocean— Archduke  of 
Auftria,  Duke  of  Bargnndy,  Bra- 
bant, and  Milan,  Count  of  Hapf- 
burg,  Flanders,  Tirol,  and  Barce- 
lona, Lord  of  Bifcay,  and  Molina, 
&c. 

To  my  Council,  to  the  Presi- 
dents, and  Auditors  of  my  audien- 
cies  and  chanceries;  to  the  Al- 
caldes [Mayors]  and  Alguzails 
[Conftables]  of  my  HpumoTd  and 
Court.  To  the  Corrigidors 
[Judges]  .  Affiftants,  Governors, 
Alcaldes  Majors  [Chief  Mayors] 
and  ordinary,  as  well  of  the  crown 
as  of  their  lordihips,  to  the  abbeys 
and  religious  orders,  and  to  all 
Other  perfons  of  whatfoever  rank, 
quality,  and  condition  they  may 
be,  in  the  cities,  towns,  and  places 
of  my  kingdoms  and  Jordfliips; 
you  are  to  know,  that  the  21  ft  of 
this  month  I  thought  proper  to 
addrefs  to  my  council  a  decree, 
concluded  in  thefe  terms,  and 
figned  by  my  hand  : 

In  fpite  of  the  earn  eft  defire  I 
have  always  had,  to  preferve  to  my 
faithful  and  well- beloved  fubjefta 
the  ineflimable  advantage  of  peace; 
and  notwithftanding  the  extraordi- 
nary efforts  that  I  have  made  at  all 
times,  but  particularly  in  the  pre- 
fent  critical  circumilances  of  En- 


ff»e,:  to  obtain1  fo  eflfehrtataft  ob- 
ject, carrying  my  moderation  HM  •>' 
patience  to  an  #*tr*me^I  beheld 
myfelf  at  laft  under  tie  hard  no-  ' 
eeffity  of  ordering  my*mbe£*4o?, 
the  Marquis  d^AlntadOtar,  tftW 
tire  from  the  eofert  of  Load**, 
firft  delivering  in  to  the  Miiiitr 
a  declaration*  (a  copy -of  whicsVie     ' 

"  annexed)  reported  to  nVy^onirttl, 
by  my  firft  Secretary  of  8tate *  afl 
found  my  own  refped,  and  tfce  1 

,  honour  of  my  crown;  demanded'ic 
of  me*    At  the  fam*time  I  catt&tt 
circular  letters  tfc  be  written  to 
bit  ambafTadors  and  mhriAers  at 
other  courts,  {of  which  the  follow- . ; 
ing  it  a  fcooy)  of  the  Original  that     ' 
was  given  m  to  the  fald  coandl.^f* 
The  council  wilt  take  care  to  eU 
pedite  the  orders  and  riecftfiry  adk 
vices,  that  all  my  fbbjcdt  may  |M 
informed  of  my  present  royal  refill 
lotion,,  and  that  they  tup  alttafcb 
munfcatioir,  trade,  or  commerce^  x 
between  them  and  the  fnbjeAs  of 
the  Britifti  King.  .■'.*. 

Given  at  Jranjmz,  the  21ft  of  < 
Jmt,  1779. 
AddreiTed, 
To  the  governor  of  the  coondf. 


[Here  is  inftrted  a  toft  of  the  J&    , 
feript  delivered  **  ttejfamjb  Am>     , 
taffador   to   Lord  Weymouth  j 
lobicb  the  nadir  nmttjmd  &  jtyfif 
359.    Then  follows  the  chimE^ 
Letter  jsn  theft  wprds  /} 

"  B  Y  the  annexed  copt  of  dfe 
declaration  which  the ;  Marqoit 
d'Almadovar,  the  Krog*s  ambafih* 
dor  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  gitet 
to  the  Engliih  minister,  em  hi* 
leaving'  that  court,  yon  will  fee  ' 
the  very  weighty  motives  which 
have  induced  his  Majefty  to  take 

that 
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that  resolution ;  being  at  length 
weary  of  differing  fuch  great  and 
numerous  mortifications  from  the 
Britifli  cabinet,  and  Englifh  navy, 
as  is  (hewn  in  the  faid  declara- 
tion. You  make  what  ufe  of  this 
information  you  judge  convenient ; 
and  that  it  may  ferve  for  a  new 
teftimony  of  the  juftice  and  indif- 
penfible  neceffity  which  actuates 
his  Majefty  on  this  occasion,  it  is 
necefTary  to  add  three  particulars 
for  your  inftru&ion.  Firft,  That 
whilft  the  court  of  London  fought 
to  am  ufe  that  of  Spain,  in  feeking 
delays,  and  in  finally  refufing  to 
admit  the  honourable  and  equit- 
able propofals  which  his  Majefty 
made,  in  quality  of  mediator,  to 
re-eftablifh  peace  between  France, 
England,  and  the  American  pro- 
vinces, the  B.itilh  cabinet  offered, 
clandeftinely,  by  means  of  fecret 
emiffaries,  condition  of  like  fab- 
fiance  with  the  proportions  of  his 
Majefty.  Secondly,  That  thefe  of- 
fers and  conditions  not  to  ftrange 
or  Indifferent  peribns,  but  directly 
and  immediately  to  the  minifter  of 
the  American  provinces,  refiding 
at  Paris.  Thirdly,  That  the  Bri- 
tifh  minifter  hath  omitted  nothing 
to  procure,  by  many  other  me- 
thods, new  enemies  to  his  Ma- 
jefty ;  hoping,  no  doubt,  to  di- 
vide his  attention,  and  the  cares 
of  his  crown. — So  God  keep  you 
in  his  holy  protection,  &c." 

My  above  royal  decree,  having 
been  publifhed  in  my  council,  it 
hath  ordered  it  to  be  executed. 
In  ponfequence  thereof,  I  order 
all,  and  each  of  you,  in  your  re- 
fpe&ive  diftri&s  and  jurifdi&ions, 
that  as  foon  as  you  (hall  have  re* 
ceived  my  faid  decree,  and  (hall 
have  feen  my  refolution  contained 
therein,  that  you  obferve,  accom- 
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plifh,  and  execute  it,  and  caofc-it 
to  be  obferved,  accomplilhed,  and 
executed,  in  all  and  every  place, 
conformable  to  its  tenor ;  giving 
orders,  and  making  convenient 
difpofuions,  that  my  faid  royal 
determination  be  known  to  all  my 
fubjecls  ;  and  that  they  ceafe  from 
all  communication,  trade,  and 
commerce  between  themfelves  and 
the  fubjecls  of  the  Britifh  King— 
For  fuch  is  my  pleajure* 

And  that  the  fame  credit  be 
given  to  the  printed  copy  of  this 
printed  Chedule,  certified  by  Doa 
Antonio  Martinez  Salazar,  my  Se- 
cretary, Regifter  of  Refolutkms, 
and  oldeft  Clerk  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  Chamber  of  my  Coun- 
cil, as  to  the  original. 

Given  at  Aranjuez,  the  2 ad  of 
Junei  1779. 

Signed  I  the  King. 
Signs  a  little  lower, 

y.  Don  yuan  Franctfco  de 

"La/tin,  Secretary  to  the 

King    our    Lord,     have 

written  this  prefent,  by 

his  order. 

Alfo  figned, 

Don  Manuel  Ventura  Figueroa^ 
Don  Manuel  de  Villafrane, 
Don  Manuel  Dez9 
Don  Raymundo  de  Irabien,      . • 
Don  Bias  de  Kjnojofa, 
Regiftered.    Don  Nicolas  Verdugo* 

Second  Royal   Chedule    contain*  ds 

follows  : 

I  the  King* 
In  fpite  of  the  earned  dehre 
that  I  have  always  had  to  procure 
the  ineftimable  advantages  of  peace 
to  my  faithful  and  well-beloved 
fobjecis,  and  notwithftanding  the 
extraordinary  efforts  which  I  have 
always  made,  more  efpecially  in 

the 
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the  prefent  critical  ftateof  affaire-  my  kingdom;  rW:-i«  it  under--. 
in  Europe,  to  obtain  that  efientiel  flood,  that  among  the  iibote  wark;-; 
object,  carrying  my  patience  tad  men;  tbofe  calf  Wi&'ihhabit  the 
moderation  to  the  uuncft  degree  j;  interior  of  the  fodntryyarenot  ttf 
I  faw  myfelf  obliged,  at  laJt,  t©  be  Oompreheoited^'-bQtr  all  who 
ordermyambaiTador,  the  Marquis'  refine  in  my  lea-port",  ordw;Ilo«, 
of  Alraadovar,  to  withdraw  from  thecoarband  frontier^mult  cqual- 
the  court  of  London,  and  make!  h/leave  the  kingdom.— That  from 
to  the  miniSer  there  the  following  CM'  prefent  moment  my  fubjefla 
declaration.  [HtrlfoUtauitbtdtd^-  doearryonno  kind  of  ..ommerce 
ratio*  gi'um  la  LordWtjmwtb.]  --■-  w«h,ihofe  of  England,  ?na  its  do- 
To  what  has  been  already  men-  rniaiuns.  That  they  do  not  traf- 
tioned,  there  mull  be  added,  that  nek  in  their  productions,  their  fair.  - 
whillttbe  court  of  London  fought  fifty  or  other  filheries;  their  ma- 
to  lull  Spain  to  fleepi  in'fcekiWg  nufaftures,  or  other  merchandizes; 
delays,  and  refufing  to-  admit  the  fiC'that  this  prohibition  of  com-' 
honourable  and  equitable  prop©-  rnefce  be  abfolute  and  real ;  and 
fab  that  I  made  in  quality  of  me-  doentend  lb  as  to  render  vicious 
diator,  to  rc-efhtbhfk  peace  be-  and  contraband  all  the  effects 
tween  France,-  England,  -and  the  prcduftions,  fait  fifh,  fillicrics,  mer- 
American  provinces,  the  BritiO)  chendize*,  and  manufactures  of  the 
cabinet  had  ctandeifaely  offered  faid  dominions.  That  theydo  not 
conditions  by  their  fee  ret  emiffh-  admit  or  fuffer  to  enter  into  any 
ries,  of  the  fame  tenor  at  tbofe  of  m  porta,  any  veflel  laden  with 
which  I  propofedj  and  addreued'  the  above  named  effects;  nor  per- 
thofe  conditions  and offerai  not  W.  ntitthat  fuch  may  be  brought  in 
llrange  and  indifferent  perfons,  by  t  being  illicit  and  prohi- 
but  directly  and  immediately  to  the'  bfaei  in  my  kingdoms,  whence, 
miniftcr  of  the  American  provinces  foew  they  may  come;  but  they 
refident  at  Paris.  The  Englifc  may  be  feized  whercfoever  found, 
miniilry  alfo  have  neglected  no  either  in  veffds,  baggages,  fhopi, 
means  to  excite  new  enemies  warehoufes,  or  houfes  of  mer- 
againit  me,  hoping  to  divide  my  chants  or  trader;,  or  any  particu-" 
attentions  and  the  cares  of  my'  lar  perfon  whomfocver,  whether 
crown.  they  be  my  fubjefts  and  vaffals,  0/ 
In  conlequence  of  thefe  folid  tbofe  of  the  kingdoms,  provinces, 
motives,  by  my  royal  decree  of  the  and  ftates  with  whom  I  am  in 
21ft  of  this  month,  and  by  other  peace,  alliance,  and  free  com;  ■ 
difpofitions  communicated  to  my  roercc.  Nevertheless,  in  r*gatd;'to' 
fuprcme  council  of  war,  I  have  which,  I  will  that  no  prejoajctbej 
reioived  to  order  alt  coinmunica-  done  to  the  peace,  rranchjfet,*  andr 
tion  and  commerce  to  ceafe  be-  liberties,  in  lawful  commerce, 
tween  my  f objects  and  thofe  of  the  which  their  Jbjp*,  at  e/elr1  at  thv 
King  of  Great  Britain— that  all  produce  of  their  fan d !i,  p fori hce,?*  ' 
the  lubjefts  of  that  Monarch,  who  and  conqucft*,  where,  thiyrnay bjp 
are  not  naturalized  in  my  domi-  fabricated,  ought  to  enjoy. in" my*' 
nions,or  who  do  not  employ  them-  kingdomi,  by  virtue  «  frbufi&£Y 
fclvci  in  mechanic  arts,  do  quit  treaties.  •'." "i  '":    "i19* 

IAv 
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1  declare  that  all  merchants  who 
have  any  fair  £&,  or  other  produce 
of  the  ifberies  of  the  dominions  of 
England  in  their  poilemon,  muft 
nralff  a  declaration  of  the  fame, 
and  register  them  in  the  fpa/e  of 
jfjftm  days,  reckoning  from  the 
publication  of  this  my  present 
Cbeduk,  which  is  £xed  for  their 
peremptory  term,  before  fach  ofi- 
cers  as  mail  be  appointed  by  Don 
Miguel  de  Mczqc:z,  my  Scperin- 
tendant-general  of  Finances,  as 
well  in  this  court  at  clfic  where, 
to  the  eed  thai  nctks  may  be 
given.  And  in  cafe  that  they 
keep  them  unreg'.ilered  beyond  the 
(aid  term  of  fifteen  cays,  they 
ILall  be  immediately  declared  to 
hare  fallen  under  cor,fjfc-xion. 

I  will  alfo,  tha:  21  u;.-n  of  two 
months  be  allowed  for  the  difpof- 
%c*g  c(  the  faid  £*h,  acd  00  pro- 
le Lgati  en  of  that  term  fhall  be 
granted,  but  after  that  term  all 
traders  fhall  be  obliged  to  carry 
them  to  the  Cuftom  Houfe,  or,  in 
places  where  there  is  no  Cuftom 
Houfe,  to  fome  hoofe  cf  govern- 
ment, where  they  (hall  be  publicly 
ibid  to  the  higheft  bidder,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  officer  or  officers 
deputed  for  that  purpofe,  or,  in 
their  abfence,  in  prefence  of  the 
magiftrates  of  the  place,  who  fhall 
give  the  produce  of  the  fale  to  the 
proprietors,  who  fhall  not  be  al- 
lowed to  carry  back  to  their  fhops, 
Or  warehou  fes,  any  of  thofe  prohi- 
bited goods,  in  like  manner  as  has 
been  obferved  heretofore. 

I  have  given  to  Miguel  de  Muz- 
quiz,  a  particular  commiffion,  that 
in  quality  of  Superintendant-gene- 
ral  of  my  Finances,  he  (hall  have 
the  care  of  the  aforcfaid  difpofi- 
tions,  in  the  manner  that  he  (hall 
judge  mod  proper  to  accomplifh 


as  objed  so  important.  He  full 
take  cognizance,  in  the  £rft  in* 
fiance,  by  himself  or  his  fob-dele* 
gates,  of  all  dirpwtes  that  may 
arise  in  coo  sequence  of  contra* 
band  ;  saving  there  is  an  appeal  to 
the  Council  of  Finances  in  the 
Hall  of  Junior,  excepting  any  mar- 
tial contraventions,  refpeningarms. 
ammunition,  and  other  efle&s  re* 
lative  to  war,  as  are  explained  by 
the  treaties  of  peace;  the  cogni- 
zance of  any  disputes  about  thorn 
belonging  to  the  Conncil  of  War. 
and  Martial  Judges. 

I  order,  that  all  the  abort  regu- 
lations be  observed,  kept,  and 
fulfilled,  under  the  pains  pee* 
fcribed  by  the  laws,  the  pragma- 
tics, and  Royal  Chedule,  passed 
in  former  times,  from  motives  of 
the  lame  nature,  comprehending 
therein  all  my  fubjeds,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  my  kingdoms  and 
fordfhips,  without  exception  of  any 
person  whatsoever,  and  howfbever 
privileged.  It  being  my  will,  that 
this  declaration  fhalloome,  as  toon 
as  poffible,  to  the  knowledge  of 
my  fubjeds,  that  they  may  ore* 
ferve  their  effects  and  persons  from 
all  infults  from  the  Englifh;  for 
that  purpofe  my  Supreme  Council 
of  War  will  make  all  neceflary  dif~ 
pofirions,  that,  it  be  formally  pub- 
lifhed,  and  duly  executed. 

Given  at  Aranpux,  the  26th  of 

7***>  '779-       w 

(Signed)        I  the  Kino. 

This  prefent,  feen  and  ratified, 
in  full  council,  hath  been  this  day 
publifhed  by  proclamation  in  the 
ufual  places  of  this  court,  with 
the  affiftance  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council  Chamber,  and  the  Algua* 
Ills  of  the  Tribunal,  the  Staff  Offi- 
cers of  Place,  the  Serjeants,  Drum- 
mers,   Fifers,   Kettle  Drummers 

and 
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and  Trumpeters  of  the  Garrifon ; 
a  cempany  of  infantry,  and  a  pic- 
quet  of  horfe;  as  itx  is  verified  by 
the  original,  remaining  under  my 
care,  in  the  Secretary's  Office  of 
the  Supreme  Council  of  War. 

At  Madrid,  the  28th 
of  June,  1779. 

(Signed) 
Don  Joseph  Portuose. 


Tranjlation  of  the  Spanifh  Manifefo, 
fublijbed  at  Madrid,  declaring  the 
Motives  which  have  induced  his 
Catholic  Majefty  to  withdraw 
his  Ambaffador,  and  a£t  hoftily 
again]}  England. 

IT  would  be  too  long  to  relate  mi- 
nutely all  the  grievances  which 
Spain  might  complain  of  fince  the 
conclufion  of  the  treaty  of  peace  in 
1763  ;  for  that  reafon  we  lhall  re- 
train ourfelves  to  the  greater  ones, 
and  thofe  moil  recent,  left  we 
fhould  be  accufed  'of  reviving  old 
injuries  already  forgotten.  By  the 
fixteenth  article  of  the  prelimina- 
ries of  that  treaty;  England  ac- 
knowledged the  Bay  of  Honduras  as 
making  part  of  the  Spanifh  domi- 
nions, and  bound  itfelf  to  caufe 
every  fortification  that  had  been 
ere&ed  by  its  fubje&s  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  to  be  demolifhcd 
within  four  months  after  the  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty  ;  without  pre- 
fcrving  to  the  court  of  London  any 
other  right  than  that  of  being  per- 
mitted to  cut  log-wood,  without 
any  moleltation  or  hindrance  ;  and 
for  which  purpofe,  its  woikmen 
were  to  be  allowed  only  the  houfes 
and  barracks  eflentiaily  neceflary 


to  them.  None  of  thefe  ftipula- 
tions  have  bjeen  performed  by  the 
Englifti  :  they  have  introdued 
themfelves  more  and  more  into 
the  ancienjt  fettlements,  beyond  the 
limits  allotted  them,  and  have  ex- 
cited a'rebellion  among  the  native 
Indians,  providing  them  with  arm*, 
and  giving  them  every  fuccour  and 
afllftance  under  the  protection  of 
Great  Britain.  : 

Not  fatisfied  with  thefe  vio- . 
lences,  they  have  eftablifhed  them- 
felves in  many  other  ports,  rivers, 
and  coafls  of  the  Spanifh  territory 
in  the  faid  Bay  of  Honduras ;  in 
which  places  they  could  not  even 
alledge  the  fpecious  pretence  of 
cutting  log-wood,  but  manifeftly 
with  a  dehgn  of  ufurping  foreign 
dominion,  and  of  fmuggling  va- 
rious merchandizes  without  any 
difcretion. — The  names  of  thefe 
places  wherein  they  went  are,  El 
Pincho,  JZio  Tinto,  Rio  Matina,  and 
many  others  :  they  have  there 
trained  up  bodies  of  militia  to  arms, 
and  have  given  the  King  of  Eng- 
land's brevet,  or  commiflion,  of 
Captain  general  of  all  thefe  fettle- 
ments or  eftabli foments  to  Jacob 
Loury ;  which  brevet,  or  pafTport, 
together  with  many  other  patents 
or  commiflions  to  fubaltern  officers, 
was  folemnly  read  to  the  whole 
colony  on  the  21ft  of  September, 
1776,  before  the  troops  and  peo- 
ple. Ail  thefe  proceedings  of  the 
Englifti  were  difcovered  by  the 
Spaniards,  at  a  time  when  the 
Britilh  miniftry  had  declared  that 
thofe  encroachments  and  fettle- 
ments had  been  made  without  their 
approbation,  or  the  function  of 
their  authority. 

The  Englifti  fettlers  found  out 
artifices    and     various    perfidious 

means 
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means  to  prevail  on  the  chief  or 
leader,  to  revolt  again  (I  Spain , 
and  to  ftile  himfelf  King  of  the 
Mofq  ill  to  Indians,  and  perfaaded 
him  to  take  the  title  of  Captain  in 
Chief  of  the  other  Indians,  whofe 
leaders  have  fent  com  mi  ffi  oners  to 
the  Vice-Roy  of  the  Spanifh  go- 
vernment, acknowledging  them- 
felves  as  vauals  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty  :  beides  which,  the  Eng- 
lifa  fupplied  them  with  arms,  and 
gave  them  all  kind  of  affiftance  to 
prevent  their  feeking  the  protec- 
tion of  Spain,  who  has  an  imme- 
diate right  upon  the  dominion  of 
thofe  territories .  Moreover,  though 
foreigners  of  all  denominations, 
let  their  religion  be  what  it  will, 
be  well  received  in  all  the  Englifh 
fettlements  of  America,  the  Spa- 
niards only  have  been  refufed  ad- 
mittance, they  being  either  impri- 
foned  or  driven  away. 

The  better  to  prove  the  uniform 
deiign  England  had  always  har- 
boured of  becoming  mailers  of 
thefe  extenfive  territories ;  to  lay 
there  the  foundation  of  its  fettle- 
ments ;  and  to  augment  every  day 
the  immenfe  prohibited  commerce 
carried  on  by  its  fubjetts  in  the 
interior  parts  of  the  Spaniih  pro- 
vinces, we  need  but  relate  what 
happened  in  the  year  1775.  That 
a  certain  phyfician,  famous  for 
his  voyage  round  the  world,  known 
by  the  name  of  Defter  Irwin,  left 
England,  having  with  him  all 
kinds  of  tools  for  agriculture,  fe- 
veral  artifts,  and  many  other  fuc- 
cours  found  by  the  Britifh  miniftry, 
to  the  end  and  purpofe  of  making 
a  lafting  fettlementin  the  province 
cf  Nacha%  wherein  he  landed  fe- 
veral  families^  and  feveral  more 
were  foon  to  follow  them.     With 
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that  intention,  the  faid  doctor  nad 
brought  op  and  educated  in  his 
own  honfe  a  fon  of  an  Indian 
King,  and  two  Indians  of  note 
in  thefe  countries.  The  Spanifh 
Guar  J  a  Cofias  were  foon  apprifed 
of  the  doctor's  embarkation,  and 
the  Britifh  miniftry,  in  (lead  of 
giving  redrefs  to  remonftrances  for 
that  breach  of  the  treaty,  threaten- 
ed Spain  with  a  war. 

Laft  year,  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember, fome  Spaniards  happened 
to  fettle  themfelves  on  the  river 
Saint  Jobne,  on  the  fame  coafi  of 
Mofquito,  whereupon:  they  built 
fome  houfes ;  and  when  they  leaft 
expected  it,  they  were  attacked  by 
a  party  of  Englifh,  and  another 
party  of  Indians ;  in  that  conflict, 
the  captain  of  the  fhip  was  wound- 
ed, molt  of  his  people  were  pnt  to 
prifon,  and  many  other  violences 
were  offered.  While  that  was 
tranfa&ing,  the  negotiation  of 
peace,  then  on  the  carpet,  was 
carried  on  with  the  greateft  anxi- 
ety by  his  Majefty,  for  the  bene* 
fit  of  England ;  and  he  was  Brain- 
ing every  nerve  to  make  it  fuo 
ceed.  No  other  proof  is-  required 
to  eftablifh  the  efFential  differenqS 
extant  between  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  of  London,  its  minifters 
and  fubjeds,  and  the  generous  an4 
magnanimous  conduct  of  his  Ca- 
tholic Majefty. 

Wherever  they  fet  their  feet  for 
the  purpofes  of  fettlement,  the 
Engliih  behave  in  the  fame  man* 
ner :  for  example,  on  the  coaft  of 
St.  Bias,  a  province  of  the  Darin, 
they  engaged  the  Indians  that  in- 
habit the  frontiers  of  the  Spanifh 
fettlemeats,  to  raife  a  revolt ;  and, 
after  giving  them  all  fuccours,  en- 
ticed,   and  drew   them  on  their 

fide, 
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licle,  by  decorating  them  with 
pompon:  patents  and  brevets,  Or 
comrniffioo?  of  command  under 
the  prottaion  of  Great  Britain. 
A  like  comr/iiffion  was  granted  to, 
one  chief  of  the  Indians*  naWed 
Bernard,  to  whom  the  governor,©? 
Jamaica  Tent  a  formal  patent  or 
com  million,  and  in  which  he  wai 
ftiled  cap  tain -gen  era!  of  that  coait; 
That  proceeding  was  alfo  dilcoVer- 
ed  at  the  beginning  of  the  prCfcnt 
year,  and  complained  of  the  Sthof 
March  to  the  Englilh  minifiry, 
who,  pretending  to  be  unacbjnairit-: 
ed  with  it,  anfwerrd  it  in 'their 
ufuat  manner.  .'•'     '* 

Many  have  been  the  atternpti 
made  by  the  Englilh,  within  theft 
few  years,  to 'drive  into  rebellion 
againft  Spain,  thofe  nations  of  In- 
dia, theirailies.andfrien'cls.wrio  in-, 
habit  the  land;  contiguous  to  Lviti- 
fana;  one  while  they  regularly 
provided  them  with  arms  j  at  other 
times  they'  bribed  die  hi  with  prf- 
fents,  and  honoured  them  with 
patents  and  Englilh  medals,  tec. 
&C.  and  finally,  inftigated  diem' 
to  join  the  Englilh  troops  to  com- 
mit hoftilities  againft  the  fubjects 
of  his  Catholic  Majefty. 

Applications  have  been  regular-' 
ly  made  to  the  court  of  London;  ■ 
on  different  occasions,  for  the  rt- 
drefs  of  various  offences  of  that 
nature;  and  though  its  an  (Wen 
have  been  made  in  general  terms, 
fuchasthefe:  "  Wt  Jhdl  take  mtitt 
"  of  that,  and  fend  the  necejjaryar- 
"  den;"  Spain  has  not  yet  feen 
the  alteration  which  the  expected 
in  all  reafon  and  juftice. 

On  the  contrary,  the  court  of 
London,  under  pretence  Of  its  war 
with  the  American  Hates,  and  for- 
getting fo  well  the  exaft  impar- 
tiality obferved  by  the  Spaaiih  co- 
Vol.  XXII. 
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Ionics,  as.  to  the  good  /eceptiort 
trie  Engliflr  have  always  met  with 
therein,  they  have  committed,  both  ' 
by  land  ana  le'ai  iht  moll  grievthu .. 
irifu'tts:  having  even  threatened! 
With  dsffranioQ  a  frigate  of  war  ii 
the"  very'  capital  town  0/  Kew  Q*-'  \ 


after    this, 


the 


months  of  June  and  July  of  the 
year  i"-3,  the  Englilh  prompted 
the  Cbaracai,  MiraquUs  and  Mita~ 
thta  Indian;,  to  raife  a  rebellion, 
paying  to  each  Indian  the  value* 
ol  a  (kin  of  venifon  a  day,  and  in- 
ducing them  to  fall  upon,  with  the 
natural  and  brutal  Cruelty  of  thofe 
barbarous  nations,  and  deilroy  the 
Spaniftifettlements;  notwithftand- 
ing  the  treaty  of  peace  then  in 
force  between  Spain  acd  England, 
and  the  pacific  difpoGtion  of  the 
King,  and  his  impartial  and  up- 
right conduct  in  regard  to  the  dif- 
turbauces  of  America,  and  the  hof- 
tilities committed  againft  France. 
To  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  the  In- 
dians were  to  have  repaired  to, 
and  aflembled  in  a  place  called  the- 
Naithei,  with  a  body  of  Englilh, 
Well  armed;  but  a  happy  circum- 
ilance  prevented  this  barbarous  pro- 
ject from  taking  place:  two  of 
thofe  nations,  convinced,  without 
doubt,  of  the  injuilice  they  were 
going  to  commit,  every  way  re- 
pugnant to  the  rights  of  men,  and 
to  the  good  treatment  they  had  al- 
ways received  from  the  Spaniards,' 
they  withdrew,  and  thus  difcoun- 
ten'anced  the  reft. 

Some  inhabitants  of  the  Sj>««3B 
dominions  were  carried  away, 
Others  were  offered'  ail  fort  of  vio- 
lence, and  many  compelled  to  car- 
ry arms  and  Wat  againft  the-  Ame- 
ricans: particularly,  in  one,  among 
many  other  inftancet  of  oar  fub- 
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.i*:fts,  a   young    man,    named  Li-         2.  Spain    gave,    in    regard    to 

prizes,  orders  fimilar  to  thofe'^f 
France ;  and  it  caufed  them  to  be 
put  in  execution  with  To  much  ri- 
gour and  exact nefs,  that  feveral 
American  privateers,  and  among 
others  the  famous  Cunningham,  ex- 
afperated  againft  Spain,  retaliated. 


wit,  the  Ton  of  a  captain  ol  one 
of  our  Spanifh  colonics. 

By  the  laft  news  ve  have  receiv- 
ed the  original  letters  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  Commander  Hamilton,  in 
which  he  threatened  to  enter  the 
Spanifh  territories,  as  has  been  re- 


laied  in  the  Gazette  of  Madrid  of  by  ufing  the  Spaniards  very  ill, 
the  20th  of  July,  at  the  article  of  and  making  upon  them  reprisals,. 
la  Havanna:    it   appeared  more-     which- have  not  as  yet  been  deliver- 


over,  by  thofe  letters,  that  the 
Eritifh  government  had  given  or- 
ders to  build  many  fortrefles,  and 
in  particular  a  folid  and  perma- 
nent one  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mijfi- 
£ipit  near  the  lake  of  Iberville; 
which  proceeding  alone  would  be 
fuJHcient  to  bring  to  ligjit  the  de- 
figns  of  the  court  of  London  againft 
the  Spanifh  dominions,,  fincc  the 
faid  fortrefs  could  by  no  means 
moleft  the  Americans,  but  would 
be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  Spa- 
nifh nation. 

To  the  above  purpofe  we  muft 


ed  back,  though  often  afked  for. 

3.  Neither  ought  motives  of jea- 
loufy  or  the  thirftof  difcord  to  have 
prevailed  upon  the  Englifh  £o 
much,  as  to  make  them  lofe  any 
fenfe  of  juftice,  gratitude,,  or  re- 
fpecl  in  regard  to  Spain,  con  fid er- 
ing  that  this  laft  could  carry  on 
but  little  or  no  trade  with  the 
Englifh  Americans,  having  already 
enough  of  that  it  carries  on  with 
its  own  pofTeffions  of  America ;  and 
being  amply  provided  with  every 
neceflary  by  the  fame.  Never- 
thelefs,  the  court  of  London,  with 


not  omit,  that  in   the  month   of    an  intention  of  keeping,  at  hand  a 
May  in  the  year  177S,  Don  Fran-    fpecious    pretence   for  a  rapture, 


cifco  Efcarano,  the  Spaniih  Charge 
des  Affaires^  came  to  London  to 
complain,  that  the  Englifh  had 
inftigated  the  Indians  called  Pafea- 
gulas,  whofe  habitations  are  conti- 
guous to  Louijtana,  to  fhake  off  the 
obedience  they  owe  to  the  King ; 


whenever  its  projects  mould  be  in 
maturity,  affected  a  great  uneafi- 
nefs  on  account  of  the  mercantile 
correfpondence  carried  on  between 
fome  merchants  of  Eilboa  and 
others  of  the  Englifh  colonies, 
though  that    correfpondence   had 


by  giving  them  commifTions  of  begun  feveral  years  before  their 
captains  in  the  fervice  of  his  Bri-  rupture  with  the  mother  country, 
tannic    Majefty,.    and    decorating    The  Englifh    miniftry  difcovered 


them  with  orders  and.  medals.  We 
fhould  never  have  done,  if  we 
would  relate,  with  their  circum- 
flancqi,  thefe,  and  many  more 
infringements  of  the  treaties,  vio- 
lences, a*nd  ufurpations  executed 
thefe  late  years  by  the  Englifh  go- 
vernment againft  the  Spaniih  do- 
minions. 


the  fame  uneafinefs  for  a  like 
mercantile  correfpondence  carried 
on  by  fome  French  merchants  of 
Louifiana  with  the  Americans ;  and 
pretended  to  call  the  Spanifh  go- 
vernment to  an  account  for  that 
contravention  to  its  own  laws  in 
that  part  of  the  world  :  at  the 
fame  period,  wherein  the  fubjecls 

of 
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of  England,  called  the  Royalifts,  qais  de  Almadevar,  on  Ac  tytb 

were  found  in  the  fame  contra*  *  of  the  fame,  in  which  he  torn- 

vention  on.  the  Spanifh  coafh  of  plained  of  the  principal  grfevan- 

Miffiffipi  and  Lout/tana,  making  a  ce$,  and  revived:  the  Memorials 

traffic  of  fmuggled  goods :  many  that  had  preceded,  thcee  Spanifh 

of  them  were  taken  up,  and  great  fhips  were  taken  by  the  Englifh, 

complaints  have   been  made  for  on  the  1 2  th,  19th,  and  26th  of 

the    fame.      The    Englifh    com-  April,  vis.  the  Mfirs  firm  dt  I* 

manders  of  thofe  parts  pretended  ,  Getutftim,  tike  hr-Firgm  d$  GrM* 

proudly,  that  the  in  habitants. pro-  da,   and  the  tat  Almas  :   which 

fecuted  by  them  fhould  not  be  al-  proceeding,  together  with  the  other 

lowed  to  tike  refuge  at  Lmfitna,  infults,  ot  which  a  detail  was  Stpt 

if  they  fhould  fly  there  for  it,  while  to  the  fame  ambaflador,  in  order 

the  royaliib  were  welcome,  there,  to  be  laid  before  the  Englifh  mi- 

and  being  under  no  apprehen&ras  niftry,  were  fufficien,t  motives  lor 

either  for  their  lives  or  properties;  the  ambaflador  to  alert,  in  -  hit 

for  which  generous  dealing  feve-  final  declaration  Drefentea  to  the 

ral  of  them  returned  thanks  to  the  miniftrv  on  the  10th  of  Jam,  dint 

Spanifh  government  by  word  of  the  grievances  of  the  late  year* 

mouth,  and  in  writing.  .The  Spa*  did  not  fall  much  fhort  of  a  haft* 

njfh  government  did  not  confine  dred.i 

itfelf  to   thofe  tokens  of  hum**  ..  5.  In  the  two  laft years,  anddlt 

nity.    Having  heard  of  a  great  the  beginning  of  March  of  the  pcev 

fcarcity  of  flour  prevailing  at  Pen*  sent  year,  the  Englifh  navy  hat  |ft- 

zacola,  it  fpontaneoufly  lent  a  good  fttlted  at  it  different  times,  in  the 

quantity  of  it  into  that  place ;~—  European  and  American  feas,  the 

threats,  violences,  and  thehoftile  (hips   of   his    Catholic    Majefly* 

proceedings  laid  down  in  the  fore-  among  which  were  packets,  and 

going  articles  are  the  only  thanks  other  fmall  veflels,  that  had  nof» 

the  miniftry  and  the  Englifh  nation  competent  force  to  refift.   It  makes 

gave  for  the  fame.  one  blufh  to  defcribe  with  what  in- 

4.  For  fear  we  fhould  be.de*  decency  and  ignominy  the  King'a 

tainedin  the  enumeration  of  the  flag  was  treated  by  the  Engnflt 

events  anterior  to  thefe  late  times,  officers  in  thofe  and  other  fimiiar 

we  fhall  only  fay,  that  the  infiilts  cafes.    We  fhall  only  relate  the) 

offered  by  the  Englifh  navy  to  the  tranfa&on  of  the  31ft  of  October 

Spanifh  navigation  and  trade,  from  of  the.  laft  year,  when  an  officer 

the  year  1776  till  the  beginning  having  been   difpatched   by  tiro 

of  the  prefent  year  1779,  were  al-  JEngHfn  frigates  to  reconnoitre  the 

Teady   86   in   number,   including  Spanifh  floop,  named  Ntftra  &>- 

prizes  taken  by  unjuft  pradices,  mradt  la  Efclan/itud,  between  the 

piracy,   and  robberies  of  various  Ifles  of  la  Moma  and  la  Saona,  he 

effefts  out  of  the  veflels;  attacks  obligee!  it  to  ftrike  huMajeftv** 

made  with  gun- firing,  and  other  flag,  and  then,  taking  it,  hewip* 

incredible  violences.      Since    the  ed  the  fweat  off  his  face  with  its 

faid  month  of  March,  and  not-  coat  of 'arms,  to  fhew  a  greater 

withftanding  the    memorial    pre-  contempt  for  it.  -  This'  Angular 

fented  by  the  ambafladoi*  Mar-  officer*  with  his  companions,  piun- 

\A  a]  2  •     dered 
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dered  the  (hip,  and  ftript  the  Teamen 
of  fundry  things  effentially  r.ecef- 
fary  to  their  ufe. 

6.  The  Englifh  nation  entered 
the  Spanifh  territories  eleven  times 
within  a  very  few  years  paft. 
Among  thofe  attempts,  one  de- 
fer ves  a  particular  notice ;  viz. 
what  was  performed  on  the  31ft  of 
April,  1777,  by  the  long-boats 
of  three  Englifh  frigates,  then  lay- 
ing in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar,  which 
fired  at  the' King's  cutter,  and  at 
the  guard-  ho  ufe,  that  was  on  the 
bridge  Mayorga,  and  carried  away 
the  crew  and  the  goods  of  a  bark 
which  had  been  taken  by  the  faid 
cutter  on  fufplcion  of  fmuggling 
tobacco  and  money.  After  they 
had  poflefled  themfelves  of  the 
whole,  they  retired,  difplaying  af- 
fected civilities,  and  taking  off 
their  hats  out  of  derifion. 

7.  The  complaints  of  the  court 
of  Spain  have  been  as  many  as 
the  ipfults  offered  ;  memorials  hav- 
ing been  repeatedly  prefented 
from  time  to  time  in  London  and 
in  Madrid ;  fo  that  they  might 
be  faid  to  have  been  innumerable. 
Neverthelefs,  the  King  of  Eng- 
land told  his  parliament  precifely, 
that  many  of  them  never  came  to 
his  knowledge,  adding  moreover, 
that  he  was  fully  convinced,  he 
had  never  given  occafion  for  the 
unjuft  proceedings  of  Spain.  We 
now  fay  it  over  again,  complaints 
have  been  fo  repeatedly  made, 
that  on  the  5th  of  February,  1778, 
Don  Francifco  Efcarano  having  ex- 
pofed  and  ihewn  fome  of  them  in 
writing  to  Lord  Weymoutb9  did  ex- 
prefs  plainly  how  tired  he  was  of 
prefenting  fo  many,  by  faying, 
"  That  it  appeared  as  if  all  the 
"  captains  of  (hips  of  his  Britifh 
"  Majefty  had  agreed  about  the 


44  mode  of  bad  behaviour  to  thofe 
"  of  the  King  and  of  the  Spanifh 
"  nation  ;  fince  it  was  known  by 
"  a  conftant  experience,  that  the 
"  Englifh  (hips  always  began  by 
"  firing  their  guns  at  ours  with 
"  bullets;  then  their  officers  came 
"  on  board  to  regifter  them;  put 
"  the  feamen   in   irons,   or  con- 
"  fined  them  under  the  hatches  of 
"  the  (hip:   did  not  in  the  lead 
"  fcruple    to    carry    away    what 
"  goods  they  had  a  fancy  to,  and 
"  when  they  parted  from  us,  bid  us 
"  fare  well  by  another  can  n  on  ad - 
"  ing  with  fmall  fhot:   that  the 
"  Spanifh    (hips,    and    efpecially 
"  the    packet-boats,   which    are 
"  provided  with  guns,  might  have 
"  repelled  thofe  infults  by  force, 
"  but  that  they  never  did  it,  on 
"  account  of  the  remarkable  drift 
"  orders  they  had  from  the  Spa- 
"  nifh  government,  which  was  an- 
"  xious  to  live  in  the  beft  harmo- 
"  ny  with   the  Englifh    nation ; 
"  and  that  finally,  by  comparing 
"  the  exceffive  moderation  of  Spain 
"  with  the  frequent  affronts  offer* 
t€  ed  by  the  Englifh   navy,   his 
"  lordlhip  will  be  able  to  judge, 
<'  whether  they  onght  not  to  have 
"  been    paid  attention   to;    and 
"  whether  they  did  not  call  aloud 
"  for  reddrefs." 

Thofe  were  the  exprefRons  made 
ufe  of  by  Spain,  in  February  1778. 
Let  us  now  fee  what  that  court 
faid  on  the  14th  of  March  of  the 
prefent  year,  by  the  channel  of 
the  Marquis  i'Mmadwar,  in  a  me* 
morial  written  for  that  purpofe  to 
the  Fifcdunt  Weymouth. 

The  Spanifh  ambaflador,  after 
referring  to  two  cafes  that  had  been 
anfwered  by  the  Englifh  minifter, 
proceeds  in  this  manner;  "The 
"  King  could  not  help  to  remark, 
2  "  that. 
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"  that,  from  all  the  com"  plaints 
"  made  to  the  Englifh  miniftry  by 
*'  his  orders,  for  thefe  two  years, 
"  thefc  two  cafes  only  met  with  * 
t(  clear  inftru&ive  anfwer.  His 
"  Majefty  took  into  con  fid  erat  ion 
€<  the  motives  of  the  anfwer  of 
"  the  13th  of  January,  arid  ex- 
"  cufes  the  delay  alledged,  as  to 
"  the  tranfadion  that  happened 
"  in  America;"  but  he  does  not 
fee,  why  any  change  in  the  dcfti- 
nation  of  the  fhips,  the  death  of 
the  commanders,  or  the  recall  of  the 
admirals,  to  whom*  the  orders  were 
directed,  mould  have  prevented 
the  verification  longed  after;  fach 
were,  however,  the  motives  or  pre* 
tences  alledged.  If  the  captains 
were  dead,  or  if  the  fhips  had 
changed  their  ftation,  had  even 
thofe  changes  and  alterations  befeti 
univerfal,  and  had  they  happened 
precifely  at  the  time  when  the  ve- 
rification  ihould  have  taken  place^ 
the  command  of  the  places  near 
whom  the  tran factions  happened, 
were,  neverthelefs,  in  the  fame 
hands,  and  there  it  was  they  ihould 
have  been  enquired  into.  Suppofe 
the  officers  had  been  changed,  the 
exercife  of  their  function  Was  not 
interrupted,  and  the  tribunals  of 
the  diftri&s,  who  ought  to  have 
known  of  matters  of  that  fort,  were 
flill  fubfifting.  Since  that  time, 
fome  of  the  captains,  who  comV 
manded  the  fhips  that  either  took 
or  treated  ill  the  Spanifh  vefiTelS, 
came  over  to  England,  and  they 
might  have  been  interrogated  upon 
many  articles. 

The  Marquis  of  Aim adovar  con- 
tinued to  make  obfervations  upon 
particular  cafes,  and  concluded 
his  memorial  in  this  manner :  *'  In 
"  a  word,  had  even  every  circum- 
"  fiance  concurred  to  hinder  or 
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"  delay  the  ifTftru&km  which  the 
"  Britifh  miniftry  defircd,  pre— % 
V  vioas  to  its  giving  redrefs.  to 
"  my  court,  the  King,  my  snifter* 
•f  thought  at  leaft,  that  orders  fen* 
••  by  his  Britifh  Majefty  to  hit 
"  officers  ihould  have  ftopt  the 
"  courfe  of  thofe  vexations;  (0  - 
(t  far  from:  k#  advice  is.  contH 
"  nually  received  at  Madrid  ol 
"  recent  injuries,  there  having 
"  been  fenc  to  me  from  thence 
"  the  relation  of  fome  of  then*, 
"  with  injnn&idn  to  communicate 
"  them  to  your  lordfhip.  In  com? 
"  piiance>,  therefore;  with  tnofit 
"  orders,  I  have  the  honour  to 
"  include  the  relation  thereunto' 
"  annexed,  containing  the  mo$ 
"  notorious  fa^,  oraittiag  others; 
(r  for  fear  of  multiplying  com? 
"  plaints',  though  thty  are  eqnat? ' 
••  ly  Well  founded  00  truth.  Your  . 
•"  k>nlmfpwilltow^  from  tl^is  the 
i(  importance  of  tnofe  complaints^ 
"  ana  the  netefBty  of  accelerate  . 
"  iug;  as  math  as  poffible,  the 
"  fatisfaaion  which  the  King  tn 
"  matter  flatters  hi mfelf  he  fhaU 
*'  obtain  from  the  justice  and  eq*ii- 
"  Vf  of  hb  Brhiih  Majefty/9 

This  memorial,  given  in  the 
month  of  M*rch,  produced  nothing 
bat  fine  prOmifes  on  the  part  of 
the  Engliih  miniftry,  without  pre* 
venting  the  malting  prizei  and_ 
committing  other  infults  in  the" 
months  of  April  end  May  follow- 
ing, which  was  hinted  at  before 
in  the  fourth  note.  We  may  rea'- 
fonably  queftiori,  whether  the 
Englifh  miniftry.  ever  topic  the 
trouble  to  read  the  notes  or  en  nine-  ' 
ratiqn  of  the.  grievances;  and  if 
not,  the  reafon  is  obvious,  why  his 
Britannic  Majefty  had  never  been 
informed  of  them,  as  he  was  pleaf- 
ed  to  announce  to  his  parliament. 

[A  a]  3  .  Spain 
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Spain  was  more  fortunate  with 
the  Englifh   government,   becaufe 
at  lead  this  lail  never  denied  fads, 
bat    always     made    good    offers, 
though  fuch  as  never  were  produc- 
tive of  a  compleat  redrefs,  or  even 
prevented  the  ufual  vexations.  All 
the  European  powers  know   very 
well  the  practices  of  the  Englifh 
navy  in   its    depredations;    what 
country  has  not  experienced  them 
cither  in  the  prefent,  or  the  late 
war  againft  France  and  England  : 
but  they  did  not  know,  nor  could 
they  have  imagined,  that  the  cap- 
tain   of   the   Englifh    frigate    or 
floop  of  war,    the  Zephir,  com- 
manded   by   Thomas  Haftb,  after 
taking  by  unjuft  means  the  Spanifh 
(hip.    La    Trinidad*    going    from 
Bilboa  to  Cadiz,  towards  the  end 
of  1777,  loaded  with  leather,  nails, 
iron,  and  other  goods,  mould  car- 
ry her  into  Tangier*,  and  there  try 
to  exchange  her  for  an  American 
brigantine  (which  had  been  taken 
by  a  corfair  of  Morocco)    leaving 
the  captain,  pilot,  and  all  the  ma- 
riners for  (laves.    Happily,  how- 
ever, the  Moors  did  not  accept  of 
that  propofal,    and  the  (hip  was 
conducted  to  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar ; 
and  there  being  no  kind  of  pre- 
tence to  declare  her  a  lawful  prize, 
they  abandoned  her,  after  having 
plundered  a  great  deal  of  her  cargo ; 
the    (hip,     however,     fufrered   fo 
much  in  the  a&ion  when  taken, 
that  having  met  with  a  gale  of 
wind    near   Gibraltar,    (he   could 
not  hold  it  out,  but  was  fhipwreck- 
ed  on  the  coafts.    No  faith  would 
be  given  to  a  fact  of  that  nature, 
if  the  truth  of  it  was  not  fo  well 
eftablifhed  ;  and  nobody  could  ever 
imagine,  that  a  nation  fo  learned 
and  improved  as  the  Englifh  are, 
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(hould  bring  up  and  employ  fea. 
officers  pofleffing  fuch  principles. 

9.  The  injufhec  of  the  fentences 
pronounced  by  the  Englifh  judges 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  their  extra- 
vagant con  dud,  may  be  afcer- 
tained  by  the  two  following  cafes: 
the  Englifh  cutter,  the  Lively, 
commanded  by  Jofeph  Smith,  took 
the  Spanifh  (hip,  the  St.  Nicholas, 
and  St.  Celmo,  (the  property  of 
Don  Manuel  del  Cer*uo  Rubio,  an 
inhabitant  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
La  Carugna)  bound  from  that  port 
to  the  Spanifh  ides.  The  Englifh 
captain  carried  her  into  the  ifland 
of  Anguilay  where  it  was  declared 
(he  was  not  a  legal  prize;  and 
having  been  releafed,  the  Eng- 
lifh governor  gave*  her  a  paflport 
to  continue  her  voyage  uhmolefted. 
That  precaution,  however,  did  not 
avail  to  her ;  for,  at  her  going  out 
of  port,  another  Englifh  (loop  of 
war  took  her,  and  carried  her  into 
St.  Chriflopheris,  to  the  port  of 
Baffeterre,  in  which  place  (he  was 
fentenced  to  be  a  legal  prize. 
The  Spanifh  packet-boat,  the  St. 
Pedro,  commander,  Captain  Fran- 
ci/co  Xavier  Garcia,  had  the 
fame  lot  fince,  having  been  taken 
on  the  8th  of  May,  1778,  by  the 
Englifh  captain  James  Dunntwan, 
and  carried  into  the  fame  iflc  of 
Anguila,  (he  was  there  declared  an 
illegal  prize,  but  at  her  departure, 
another  Englifh  cruizcr,  Captain 
Jo/efb  Armet,  which  happened  to 
be  in  the  fame  port,  retook  her, 
and  carried  ber  into  St.  Cbri/opber, 
where  (he  was  fentenced  a  legal 
prize,  as  the  former  had  been. 
#  10.  No  other  power  has  expe- 
rienced, like  Spain,  the  aggref- 
(ions  and  ufurpations  of  the  Englifh 
government,  made  in  the  time  of 

the 
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the  Tubft-jw-o  found  peace,  and  "with*'  in  the  treaty  made  'With  the  Ame-* 

out    any- previous   declaration  of  ricans,  (of  which,    howeVer,    the 

war.     There  is  hardly  one  of  thofe  Catholic  King  knew  nothing  then) 

Englifh  territories,  which  'former,  that  the  fatne  court  declared,  try, 

Jy  belonged  to  Spain,  that  has  not  its  ambaflador  in   London;   tnat 

been  taken  by  fnrprize,  in  time  of  Spain  had  no  hand  at  all  in  "iil 

peace ;  and   all  the  feas  may  be  Notwithstanding '  thif,    by  orders 

witneffes  that  when   the  Spaniih  difpatched  to  Pv*  Fraucifci  {ftntii*. 

{hips  were  beaten  or  taken,  there  w,  the  Spaniih  Gbtrff.Jts  4ffmm 

was    no    reafon    to   believe  they  in  Lender,  on  the  24th  oTMarcn. 

Aiould  be  attacked  r  it  has  been  a  *  he  had  innVoftions,  among  other 

practice  with    no  other   cabinet;  things,  to  declare  to  theanMtn 

but  the   Englifh,   to    conclnde  a  miniftrjjr,  that  though  hit  Ctafiofltt 

treaty  with  Spain,  and  immediate-  «Vf ajefty  had    taken    no  ftare'.'&i 

ly  after  to  commit  the  greateft  fcof-  what  had  happened  between  PnJnos 

tilities   again  ft  that  fame  treaty-  and  America,  and  was  ftiU'refotVe^ 

After  fuch  a  conduct,  we  leave  it  to  preferve  the  peace,'  tfcfs  was  to* 

to  the  confideration  of  the  impar-  be  miderftefod,  ««  As  long  at 


t     1 

i 


rial  world  to  decide,  if  the  fftn*    ••  Maiefty  cOuidnalce  it  confifteift 

ival    M  with  the  "dignity  Qf  his  *^W 


was  wrong  to  augment  his  navi 
forces,  and  to  freftrate,  by  antici- 
pation, rite  defigns  of  hrs  enemies 
and  offenders. 

11.  No  motives  whatfoever 
fhould  have  hindered  England  to 
give  redrefs  to  Spain,  to  havepre- 


"  wf th  the   prefcrvation   of  '%£ 
"  rights,   and1  die  'protection 
"  owes  to  his'ihbJeSs';  and 
•  •  therefore,  the  conduct  of  i  . 
44  ihould  be i  guided  iy  that 
"  England/'    This1  was  the  & 


vented  new  infults,  and  return  it  claration  made  by  E/canmo  to  the* 

the  gratitude   it  deferves ;   lince,  Vifcouttt  Weymouth,  in  a  private 

in  fpite  of  the  projects  and  public  audience  he  had  on  the  4th  of  ApH^ 

threats  of  feveral  members  of  the  following,  and  he  acquainted  his 

Englifh  parliament,  in  the  felfion  !t   *'  J     "'      "  ^  ' 

of  the  months  of  December,  1777, 

and  January  and  February,   1776,' 

(who  propofed  to  fettle  the  difputes 

with  the  Americans,  in  order  to  w 

make  war  againft  the  Houfe  of  lonies  with  the  crown,  in  order4  fco 

Bourbon)  the  Catholic  King  never  arm  them    againft 'the  Hou(e  or 


court  wtth  ft,  on  the  8th  of  the 

■  1 

fame  month. 

11.  It  has  teefl  the  manifttf 
leading  project  of  England.' *to 
bring  about 'sVre-lmldu  of 'the  d»?* 


Bourbon,  or  to  lead  that'  (am* 
Houfe  into  an  error,  by  means;  of 
treacherous  negodations*  and  trea- 
ties, in' order  to  take  revenge  0% 
the  colonies,  after  having  *l*d<r 
them  enemies  to  Prince.  ,T& 
beginning,  progress*,  'told  concto- 
fion  of  the  negociiftions,  related  in 
this  manifeio,  ^ftaMifh  evidently 
the  certainty  of  that  project,  and 
with  fo  much  candour  and  fincerity    the  rafts  .contahifed  ta  toe  fobfis' 

[J  a]  4  qoent 


would  make  any  treaty  with  the 
colonies,  for  fear  of  giving  to  the 
court  of  London  the  leaft  pretence 
for  complaints.  We  do  not  by  this 
mean  to  fay,  that  the  Frencn  mi- 
Biltry  had  not  the  ftrbngeft  reafons 
to  fear  new  enemies,  and  confe- 
quently  to  prevent  the  hoftile  de- 
signs of  the  Britifh  cabinet. 

The  French  court  behaved 


12. 
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quent  notes,  will  prove  it  beyond 
a  doubt. 

14  '".'he  King  of  Spain  could 
not  obicrve  a  greater circumfpection 
than  he  did,  to  avoid  engaging 
himfelf  in  an  unfruitful  negotiation, 
or  getting  entangled  in  it*  confe- 
quences ;  he  u<ed  the  fame  expref- 
fions  with  the  court  of  London  that 
he  had  done  with  France,  fending 
orders,  on  the  :9th  of  April,  to 
the  Charge  des  Affaires,  Don  Fmn- 
1  ft/co  Efcaranoy  directing  him  to  re- 
quire from  the  Britjih  mini  dry, 
€i  a  manifeft  declaration  from 
"  them,  cxprcfling  their  real  long- 
"  ing  after  a  negotiation  with 
"  France,  by  the  mediation  of 
V  his  Majefty,  and  fetting  forth 
*'  the  chief  articles  whereupon  to 
•'  .groundit." 

Thofe  and  other  like  precautions 
became  neceftary  with  a  miniftry 
that  always  affects  to  fpeak  myfte- 
rioufly,  ambiguoufly,  and  with  art- 
ful re  ft  rift  ion,  and  who  delivered 
their  thoughts  to  the  Spanifh  am- 
baiTadors  and  public  mini  Iters  in  a 
mode  very  different  from  that  made 
life  of  in  the  public  difpatefces  of 
bufinefs  directed  by  that  fame  mi- 
niftry to  the  Englifh  ambaflador  in 
Madrid.  The  Spanifh  cabinet, 
which  does  not  adopt  that  politi- 
cal method  of  delivery,  had  the 
open-heartednefs  to  warn  the  faid 
miniftry,  to  fet  it  afide  daring  the 
courfe  of  the  negotiation,  without 
inftfling  en  the  candour  and  fincc? 
rity  the  fame  requires. 

J  5 .  Orders  were  fent  to  Efcaranoy 
on  the  2?d  and  25th  of  May,  and 
on  the  lit  of  June  laft  year,  direc- 
ting him  to  keep  a  profound  filencfi 
upon  the  negotiation  that  had  been 
agitated ;  and  to  declare  again  to 
the  court  of  London,  that  his  ca- 
fjiojic  Majefty  was  always  in  the 
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fame  pacific  difpofition,  jand  -would 
continue  fo,  as  long  as  the  conduct 
of  the  Englifh  nation  mould  not 
compel  him  to  alter  his  fentiments. 
England  cannot  complain,  that 
Spain  has  not  repeatedly  declared 
this  fame  refolution  of  the  King. 

1 6.  It  is  evident  from  the  con- 
tents of  the  above  notes,  that  hofti- 
lities  like  the  preceding,  and  even 
greater  ones,  were  committed  by 
England  again  (I  the  Spanifh  terri- 
tories, and  the  Spanifh  flag,  un- 
der the  ma(k  of  friendship,  and  in. 
the  mid  It  of  the  mod  cordial  pro- 
tections, and  afTurances  of  peace. 

17.  It  would  not  appear  firange, 
if  clandeftine  orders,  fimilar  to  thofe 
given  to  take  polTeffion  of  the 
French  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  InT 
dies,  had  heen  fent,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  this  year,  for  to  fall  upon 
the  Philippine  Iflands,  and  if  the 
emiiTaries,  fent  foon  after  through, 
Alexandria  and  Suez,  had  been  in- 
truded with  the  conduct  of  that  en- 
terprize :  at  leaft,  thofe  are  the 
opinions  of  the  mod  judicious, 
men,  and  alfo  of  thofe  who  are 
the  bell  acquainted  with  the  trans- 
actions of  the  court  of  London. 
Time  will  bring  thofe.  myfterie* 
and  enigmas  to  light ;  and  the 
world  will  be  better  able  to  com- 
prehend, how  the  generofity  of  the 
King  of  Spain  has  been  cor.re- 
fpondent  with  that  of  the  Englifh 
cabinet ;  at  a  time*  when  his  Ca- 
tholic Majefty  fpared  no  pains  to 
obtain  an  honourable  peace,  and 
free  that  nation  from  great  calaT 
mities  and  misfortunes. 

18.  The  Catholic  King  conti- 
nued his  mediation  to  his  M°ft 
Christian  Majefty,  with  an  intent 
of  making  a  peace,  not  only  be- 
caufe  his  religious  and  pious  heart, 
and  the  love  he  prokffes  to  his 

fubjedsj 
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fubje&s,  and  to  the  human  race  ia 
general,  infpired  him  with  -thofe 
Sentiments ;  out  moreover,  becaufo 
the  court  of  L&ndon- continued  to 
infinuate  its  defire  of  coming  to  aa 
accommodation  with  France,  And 
indeed  hardly  was  the  Count  of 
Almadwar  arrived  in  London,  tot 
he  acquainted  his  own  court,  on, 
the  14th  of  September,  1778,  that 
in  a  long  conference  he  lately  he*} 
with  the  VifcQunt  Weymouth  that 
minifter  had  concluded  his  dif- 
courfc  with  thofe  terms ;.  via. 
«4  That  the  King,  his  matter, 
«'  knew  the  amiable  difpofitions 
"  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  ;  that 
"  he  was  indebted  to  him  for  hil 
"  demonftrations  of  frtendfhip.; 
"  and  moft  fiacerely  defired  to  ter* 
• c  mi n  ate  the  prefent  war  by  his 
"  mediations,  by  a  method  con- 
«'  fiftent  with  the  honour  of  the 
"  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  by 
"  which,  at  the  fame  time,  aa 
"  equal  regard  fliouid  be  paid  to 
"  France."  In  confederation  of 
the  ufuai  tendernefs  and  honour 
due  to  the  crown,  Lord  Weymouth 
recommended  to  the  Marquis  d'Al* 
piadovar^  not  to  ufe  in  his  dis- 
patches (as  he,  Weymouth*  would 
have  the  fame  care  in  his.  own) 
thefe  words  "to  aOc  the  media* 
?'  tion,"  but  "  to  requeft  and  to 
?'  wifh,  that  his  Catholic  Majefty 
ft  fhould  interpofe  his  mediation. " 
The  Lord  Grantham  fpoke  fubftan- 
tially  the  fame  language  in  Ma* 
drid  ;  and  his  Catholic  Majeily, 
having  taken  it  into  his  confidera- 
tion,  ordered  a  npte  or  memo- 
rial to  be  delivered  to  that  ambaf* 
fador,  on  the  28th  of  the  faid 
month  of  September,  and  a  copy 
pf  the  fame  was  difpatched  to  the 
Marquis  of  Almadover,  wifh  di- 
rection to  communicate  i$  to,  the 
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Englilh  government*  Wc  thought 
it  indifpenfibly  neceflary  to  writ* 
out  the.  anfwer  contained  ia  the 
fame  memorial;  becaufe  i% .  will 
throw  light  upon,  apd  fejrve  for 
the  right  underflanding  of  the  {aid 
negotiation  ;  andwhioi  wataaibJU 
lows;  . .. .  *  ...  ,, 

"  The  King  con£4ering  what 
i*  has  bec,»  written  by  bis.  amba& 
"  iador,  Up  Marquis  of  Alm*d+> 
?•  Wr  and .  out  of  {ove  for  a^sw 
••  kind;  and,  moreover, .to  con* 
U  tinu*  upon  .sped,  and  asaicahle 
"  terms.,  with  jpath  ike  £ingtef 
"  Ffajw  and, Great  Britak  $  and 
.?*.  alfo  left  he  might.be  itproac)*ed 
"  wish  refilling  to  promote,  as^far 
<*  as  lays  in  Ipt  pwy  cj*  the  tma» 
•*  qoilluy  of  Europe,  he  hat ,  re** 
"  tolved  to  notify  to  each  cojsjr|} 
••  that  if  they  .fincerely  wife,  -as) 
"  enter  into  a  plan  of  rtcoecilia* 
"  tie*,,  by  the  mediation,  of  hit 
*  Maje&y*  withoutv  prejjxttco  ,t». 
"  the  honour  of  either  c;rerwn,  but 
"  with  an  anticipated  anxiety  for 
"  the  dignity  of  both ;  the  rae£ 
"  regular  and  decent  mode  of  p*s> 
"  ceeding  is,  that  each  court 
"  lhould  deliver  into  the  Kjngfa 
* '  -  hand ,  without  delay,  and  at  the 
"  fame  time,  the  conditions  ami' 
"  the  articles  they  intend  to  pis* 
"  tain  or  to  grant  by  the  treajty* 
"  that  his  Majefty  may  commueif 
1  «  cate  to  the  one-  court  the  pfOfiaAr 
"  tions  of  the  other,  to  the -end 
"  that  they  may  be  modified,  di(t 
'•  culled,  orxefufed.  That,  after 
"  a  due  examination  of  the  whole* 
49  his  Majefty  mall  propofe  nil 
"  own  plao  of  psci^csmpn  totes* 
"  minate  the  difference.  That 
"  the  negotiation-  199ft  ftipulat* 
"  the  method  of  concerting  with 
t€  the. Americans;  without  which 
"  the,  wiihc^tibr  peaot  cannpt  be 

"  attained: 
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"  attained:    and  finally,  that  at 
"  one  and   the    fame   time,    the 
"  conditions  relative  to  the  pri- 
"  vate   intereft   of  England   and 
"  Spain  (hall  like  wife  be  difcuf- 
"  fed  and  fettled ;  that  the  King 
"  would  be  forry  if  this  method 
"  was  not  adopted,  or  if  the  ne- 
'*  gociation  was  not  condn&ed  with 
•«  fiocerity  $  fince,  in  fpite  of  the 
"  wifhea  and  pacific  difpofitions  of 
4(  his  Majeily,  he  forefees  that  the 
"  circnmltances  of  the  prefent  war 
"  mull  oblige  him  to  become  a 
"  party,    the  neceflity  of  having 
"  his   flag  refpe&ed,  and  of  re- 
"  pelling   the    infnlts   which   are 
"  daily  offered    to    his    fabje&s, 
"  having 'occafioned  expenfivear- 
*'  mamcnts,  and  immenfe  loiTes." 
The   conclofion  of  the  foregoing 
anfwer  caufed  much  nneafinefs  to 
the  court  of  London,  which,  ne- 
ver thelefs,  fent  a  frigate  that  en- 
tered the  port  of  Corunna  on  the 
10th  of  November,  with  difpatches 
for  Lord  Grantham »,  with  the  an- 
fwer of  the  fame  court.    That  an- 
fwer was  delivered  on  the  14th  of 
the  faid  month  of  November ;  and 
the  contents  of  it  were,  that  the 
conrt  of  London  accepted  with  plea- 
fure  the  mediation  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty   to   fettle   the   differences 
that  exifted  between  England  and 
France,  provided  the  latter  would 
withdraw  the  fuccours  and  aid  it 
gave  to  the  colonies.     As  to  the  ar- 
ticles relative  to  the  reciprocal  in- 
tereft of  Great  Britain  and  Spain, 
the  reply  was,  that  his  Britifh  Ma- 
jelly  was  ready  at  all  times,  and 
wiftied  earneftlv  to  enter  into  that 
difcuflion  ;  and    to  fettle   them  fo 
as  to  eilablifh  reciprocal  advantages 
to   both   empire*.     The  Catholic 
King,  in  compliance  with  the  ten- 
del*  he  had  made  to  both  courts, 


communicated  to  each  of  them  on 
the  70th  of  November  the  preten- 
tions,  proportions,    and  overtures 
made  refpe&tvely :  perfuading  both 
of  them,  with  various  reafonings, 
to  feek  means  and  temperaments 
productive  of  a  fin  cere  and  honour- 
able reconciliation.     At  the  fame 
time  a  letter  was  fent  to  the  Mar- 
quis of  Almadwar,   fetting  forth 
what   follows ;    viz.    •«.  Your  Ex- 
"  cellency  is  authorifed  to  fettle 
"  the  matters  relative  to  oar  own 
"  intereft,    on    which    important 
"  bofinefs   the   ntmoft  efforts    of 
"  your  zeal   mull  be   employed: 
"  fince  the  King,  who  wimes  fin- 
"  cerely   to  prefer ve   the    peace, 
"  will  receive   the  greateft  plea- 
"  fure,  if  he  (tt%  thofe  differences 
"  fatisfattorily  fettled :  to  the  fame 
"  purpofe  let  your  Excellency  re- 
"  mind   the  Engfifh   miniftry  of 
"  the  generofity  of  Spain,  for  its 
"  impartial    proceedings   in    cir- 
"  cum  fiances  fo  critical  as  the  pre- 
"  fent  ones.    But  let  your  Ex* 
"  cellency  reprefent,   how   badly 
"  we  have    been  anfwered,    and 
'*  how  ill  we  are  conftantly  treat* 
"  ed  by  the  Englifh  navy,  as  may 
"  be  afcertained  from  the  in  (bits 
"  that  our  navigators  receive  al- 
'*  rooft  daily  in  different  parts  of 
*4  the  ocean,  and  in  the  very  ports 
"  and  places  on  the  coafts  of  this 
-f  peninfnla.     That  conrt  will  un- 
"  derftand  that  the  greateft  pro* 
"  teftations  of  friendfhip  have  no 
M  force  to  perfuade,  while  repeat- 
"  ed  infults  are  never  reproved  or 
"  chaftifed,    efpecially    after    we 
*'  have  been  for  years  expofing  to 
"  them  our  grievances  in  the  mod 
"  cordial  open  manner,  and  with 
"  the  mod  cautious  exprefijons. 

"  Your  Excellency  is  not  igno- 
u  rant  of  what  has- teen  regulated 

.  ••  by 
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tc  perament  his  Majefty  has  found, 
"  in  order  to  accede  to  it ;  and  in 
"  writing,  it  appears,  that  the 
tc  Britifh  Miniftry  perfift  in  their 
"  former  ideas,  expreffing  only 
"  their  defire  of  a  peace  by  gene- 
"*  ral  proteftations." 

Subfequently  to  the  foregoing 
reflections,  others  were  fet  down 
in  the  faid  difpatches  to  the  Mar- 
quis of  Almadovar,  explaining 
fome  thoughts  that  occurred  to  his 
Majefty,  with  a  defire  of  falling 
into  a  prudent  and  honourable 
method  that  might  facilitate  the* 
pacification.  The  fubflance  of 
thofe  ideas  was  confined  to  know, 
whether  it  might  be  expected  that 
the  Englifh  Cabinet  Would  confent 
to  a  long  continued  truce  between 
the  belligerent  powers  and  the  co- 
lonies, that  might  be  prudently 
combined,  to  preferve  the  dignity 
of  each  of  them,  and  confolidated 
with  various  precautions,  to  re- 
move any  fufpicion  of  a  new  rup- 
ture ;  for  which  purpofe  it  fhould 
be  referred  to  a  fubfequent  nego- 
ciation,  or  to  a  Congrefs,  to  be  held 
in  an  impartial  place,  under  the 
mediation  of  the  king,  for  the 
ftipulating  or  concluding  the  trea- 
ties that  might  take  place  between 
thofe  powers. 

20.  From  the  20th  January  of 
this  year,  when  an  extraordinary 
difpatch  was  forwarded  to  London, 
with  the  ideas  or  thoughts  of  the 
King,  as  recited  in  the  above 
number,  the  Englifh  Cabinet  de- 
ferred giving  any  anfwer  until  the 
1 6th  March.  At  the  end  of  fo 
long  a  delay,  that  Court  came  to 
an  explication  in  a  difpatch  fent 
to  Lord  Grantham,  which  was  re- 
ceived in  Madrid  the  28th  rf  the 
fame  month.  It  amounted  merely 
to  advert  at  large  on  the  reflec- 


tions contained  in  that  of  the1 
Court  of  Madrid  of  the  20th  Janu- 
ary ;  but  it  deferves  much  notice 
what  fort  of  fatisfadfcion  Lord  Vif- 
count  Weymouth  gave,  relative  to 
the  difference  obfenred  between 
his  manner  of  explaining  himfelf 
by  word  of  mouth  and  by  writing. 
My  language  (thefe  are  the  words 
of  his  anfwer)  with  the  Marquis 
<P  Almadovar ,  flowing  from  my  ar- 
dent defire  for  peace,  went  too  far, 
and  were  wanting  in  exaflnejs,  if 
they  imported  a  difpofititn  to  exchange 
the  Royal  Honour,  and  manifeft  rights 
for  a  decent  exterior,  and  plaufibU 
temperature.  If,  with  fuch  a  finefle, 
Miniftcrs  recede  from  their  words, 
and  fatisfy  thofe  with  whom  they 
treat,  what  faith  or  fecurity  can 
be  put  in  the  explanations  of  a 
Court  made  folemnly  to  the  Am- 
bafTador  of  a  powerful  King  ? 

Be  it  as  it  may :  after  all  the 
obfervations  contained  in  the  fore- 
mentioned  Englifh  difpatch  of  the 
16th  March,  it  concluded  with  an 
appearance  which  flattered  the 
King  with  an  hope,  that  at  lead 
a  pacification  would  be  efre&ed. 
Let  France  propofe  (faid  the  Englifh 
Cabinet)  her  complaints ,  pretenfions, 
or  points  of  any  kind  whatever, 
and  an  adequate  anfwer  will  be 
given  ;  or  let  there  be  a  truce  for  4 
certain  time  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  during  which  period 
the  pretenfions  of  the  one  and  the 
other  may  be  adjufled  through  the 
good  offices  of  his  Catholic  Majefty. 

Let  the  Colonies  (added  the  Eng- 
lifh Cabinet)  propofe,  their  com- 
plaints, and  the  conditions  for 
their  fecurity  and  caution,  by 
which  may  be  re-eftablifhcd  the 
continuance  and  authority  of  a 
lawful  government :  we  fhall  then 
fee  if  we  can  come  to  a  direft  and 

immediate 
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"  tions,  upon  which  I  refer  to  the 
••  inftructions  fent  to  your  Excel- 
€l  lency.  A  fufficient  power  has 
*'  already  been  inverted  in  yoar 
"  Excellency,  and  a  greater  one 
"  will  be  given,  if  neceflary,  the 
"  more  effectually  to  confolidate 
«•  the  friendfhip  of  the  two  courts; 
'<  which  important  point,  and 
"  that  of  a  general  peace,  are  the 
"  two  objects,  which  the  magna- 
41  nimous  heart  of  our  Sovereign 
'•  greatly  longs  after.  1  fuppofe, 
"  however,  that  your  Excellency 
'<  will  not  forget,  that  we  can  do 
"  nothing  whatever  againft  the  in- 
"  tereft  of  France,  whofc  friend- 
"  fhip  muft  always  be  one  of  our 
**  greateft  concerns." 

In  confequence  of  the  facts  and 
tran factions  already  enumerated, 
the  world  will  be  convinced  of  the 
circumfpection,  fincerity,  and  at- 
tention, with  which  the  Catholic 
King  has  endeavoured  to  conclude 
a  peace  folidly  cemented,  and  to 
obtain  from  England  red  re  fs  for  an 
infinite  number  of  infults.  The 
court  of  London,  moreover,  affects 
now  to  compel  his  Majeily  to  take 
up  arms,  (a  part  he  has  already 
taken)  by  renewing  the  infults, 
without  any  appearance  of  offering 
redrefs. 

19.  The  proportions  of  Eng- 
land, in  anfwer  to  the  difpatches 
of  his  Catholic  Majefty  of  the  20th 
of  November,  1778,  were  not  re- 
ceived in  Madrid  before  the  13th 

of  January,  1779,  anc*  werc  tne 
refult  of  a  conference  held  the  28th 
of  December  laft,  between  the 
Marquis  of  Almadovar  and  the  Vif- 
count  Weymouth, 

What  has  been  the  conduct  of 
that  minifter  in  this  occurrence, 
may  be  collected  from  the  follow- 
ing expreflions  contained    in    the 
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difpatches,  defigned  as  an  anfwer, 
and  directed  to  the  Marquis  of  AU 
madwar,  on  the  20th  of  the  fame 
month  of  January:  "  I  have  read 
"  to  the  King  (thofe  are  the  very 
"  words)  the  whole  difpatches  of 
"  your  Excellency,  as  well  as  the 
"  paper  delivered  to  him  by  Lord 
"  Weymouth ;  I  have  at  the  fame 
"  time  informed  his  Majerty  of  the 
"  remarks  and  obfervations  that 
"  Lord  Grantham  has  communis 
"  cated  to  me,  relative  to  the  fame 
"  object.  This  ambaflador  has 
"  put  in  my  hands  another  paper 
"  fimilar  to  that  which  your  Mi- 
"  n ilter  of  State  has  forwarded  by 
"  your  Excellency ;  neverthelefs,  I 
"  muft  fay  that,  neither  in  the  ex* 
"  plications  of  Lord  Grantham, 
"  nor  in  the  difpatches  that  he  re- 
"  ceived  from  his  court,  are  found 
"  the  fubftantial  and  fpecific  ex- 
'•  preffions,  which  have  been  made 
"  ufe  of  with  your  Excellency,  in 
"  order  to  indnce  the  King  to  pro* 
««  pofe  a  method  of  an  accommo- 
"  dation. 

44  Notwithftanding  that,  I  mall 
"  tell  to  your  Excellency  with 
"  freedom  and  exactnefs,  the  re - 
"  flections  made  by  the  King,  the 
"  refolution  he  has  taken,  and  the 
"  conduct  your  Excellency  mould 
"  keep  to  caufe  it  to  be  under- 
**  flood,  and  get  an  anfwer,  and 
"  the  prefent  difpatches  will  ferve 
44  to  your  Excellency  as  inflruc- 
iC  tions. 

"  His  Majefty  has  already  re* 
"  marked,  that  the  court  of  Loo- 
"  don  exprefTesitfelf  differently  by 
"  word  of  mouth  to  what  it  does 
"  in  writing ;  that  is  to  fay,  by 
"  word  of  mouth,  it  appears,  as  if 
"  that  court  wifhed  for  nothing 
"  more  eagerly,  than  to  hear  the 
"  convenient  and  honourable  tem- 

"  perament 
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"  perament  his  Majefty  hit  found,  lions   contained  in   that  of  the 

"  in  order  to  accede  to  it  j  and  3n  Conrt  of  Madrid  ofthe.Socfi  Jinn- 

"  writing,    it  appears,    that  the  ary  ;  but  it  defer ves  aiuch  notice 

"  Britifh  Miniftry  perfift  in  their  what  fort  of  fa1  tis  faction  Lord  Vif- 

"  former  ideas,    expreffing  only  count  Weymouth  gave,  relative  to 

"  their  defire  of  a  peace  by  gene-  the  difference    obferved   between 

"  ral  proteftations.  hit  manner  of  explaining  himfelf 

Subsequently  to  the-fbregoing  by  word  of  mouth  and  by  writing, 
reflections,  others  were  fet  down  Mp  langna  (thefe  are  the  words 
in  the  faid  difpatclies  to  the  Mari  of  his  abfwer)  ■ftuV*  the  Marquit' 
quis  of  Almadovar,  explaining  d'^lmaimar,  flowing  from  my  ar- 
fome  thoughts  that  occurred  to  hu  sent  defire  for  peace,  tuint  too  fir, 
Majefly,  with  3  defire  of  falling  aid  tMrt  learning  in  exaHnijs,  if 
into  a  prudent  and  ■  honourable  tbej  ineforfed  a  dijfi-fitiois  to  exchange 
method  that  plight  facilitate  the  tbtRspel  Honour,  and  man!/!/}  rights 
pacification.  Tie  fub  Since  of  for  &  detent  exterior,  and  piavfiblt . 
thole  ideas  was  confined  to  know,  temperature  If,  with  fuch  a  fineiTe, 
whether  it  might  be  expected  that  Miniftcn  recede  from  their  words, 
the  Englijh  Cabinet  yould  confent  and  fatufy  chofe  with  whom  they 
to  a  long  continued  trace  between  treat,  what  faith  or  fecurity  can 
the  belligerent  powers  and  the  co-.  be  pat  in  the  explanations  of  a 
Ionics,  that  might  be  prudently  Court  made  folemnly  to  the  Am- 
combined,  to  preferve  the  dignity  balfador  of  a  powerful  King? 
of  each  of  them,  and- confblidatea  Be  ft  »  it  may  :  after  all  the- 
with  various  precautions,  Vt  re-  obferradens  contained  in  the  fore- 
move  any  fufpicion  of  ■*  new  nip-  mentioned  EngHih  difpatch  of  the 
cure  ;  for  which  purpofe  it  mould  16th  March,  it  concluded  with  an 
be  referred  to  a  fubfequent  nego-  appearance  which  flattered  the 
ciation,  or  toaCongrefs,  to  he  held  King  with  an  hope,  that  at  leaft 
in  an  impartial  place,  under'  the  a  pacification  wouTd  fee  effected. 
mediation  of  the  King,  for.  the  Let  France  prepo/t  (faid  theEnglifli 
ftipulating  or  concluding  the  trea-  Cabinet)  her  complaints, prefenfiont, 
ties  that  might  take  place  between  or  points  of  any  kind,  ■  11/ however, 
thofe  powers.  and  an   adequate   eenfaler''  twit   if 

20.  From  the  20th  January  oJF  given  ;  or  let  there  be  tt  trtce.  for  * 

this  year,  when  an  extraordinary  certain  time  bet<weai  Great '.-  Britain 

difpatch  was  forwarded  to  London,  and   France,   during  '-which   period    ■ 

with  the  ideas  or  thoughts  of  the  the  pretenfiont  of  the   on*  and  the 

King,    as    recited    in    the    above  etlter^may  be   edjnfted   through   the 

number,  the  Englifh  Cabinet  de-  good  offices  of  bit  Catholic  Majefy.  '. 
ferred  giving  any  anfwer  until  the         Let  the  Colonies  (added  the  Bug- 

16th  March.     At  the  end  of  fo  lilh    Cabinet)  propefe,  their.  coW 

long  a  delay,  that  Court  came  to  plaints,    and    the  conditions    for 

an  explication  in  a  difpatch  fent  their    fecurity    and  ~  caution,    trr 

to  Lord  Grantham,  which  was  re-  which  may  be  re-eftabliihed   the  ■ 

ceived  in  Madrid  the  zSth  of  the  continuance  and   authority  of  a 

fame  month.     It  amounted  merely  lawful  government;1  we  wall  then 

to  advert  at  large  on  the  reflec-  fee  if  we  can-come  to  a  direct  and 
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"  tioni,  upon  which  I  refer  to  the 
•  •  inflections  fent  to  your  Excel- 
«'  lency.  A  fufficient  power  has 
€t  already  been  invefted  in  your 
**  Excellency,  and  a  greater  one 
"  will  be  given,  if  neceftary,  the 
•«  more  effectually  to  confolidate 
««  the  friendfhip  of  the  two  courts; 
*'  which  important  point,  and 
"  that  of  a  general  peace,  are  the 
"  two  objects,  which  the  magna- 
"  nimous  heart  of  our  Sovereign 
«•  greatly  longs  after.  1  fuppofe, 
"  however,  that  your  Excellency 
''  will  not  forget,  that  we  can  do 
V  nothing  whatever  again  ft  the  in- 
4*  tereft  of  France,  whofe  friend- 
"  (hip  mull  always  be  one  of  our 
««  greateft  concerns." 

In  confequence  of  the  fails  and 
tran  fad  ions  already  enumerated, 
the  world  will  be  convinced  of  the 
eircumfpection,  fincerity,  and  at- 
tention, with  which  the  Catholic 
.King  has  endeavoured  to  conclude 
a  peace  fblidky  cemented,  and  to 
obtain  from  England  red  reft  for  an 
infinite  number  of  infults.  The 
court  of  London,  moreover,  affects 
now  to  compel  his  Majefty  to  take 
lip  arms,  (a  part  he  has  already 
taken)  by  renewing  the  infults, 
without  any  appearance  of  offering 
redrefs. 

ip.  The  proportions  of  Eng- 
land, in  anfwer  to  the  difpatches 
of  his  Catholic  Majefty  of  the  20th 
of  November,  1778,  were  not  re- 
ceived in  Madrid  before  the  13  th 

of  January,  1779,  anc*  were  cne 
refult  of  a  conference  held  the  28th 
of  December  laft,  between  the 
Marquis  of  Almadwar  and  the  Vif- 
COunt  Weymouth, 

What  has  been  the  conduct  of 
that  minifter  in  this  occurrence, 
may  be  collected  from  the  follow- 
ing expreftions  contained   in    the 


difpatches,  defigned  as  an  anfwer, 
and  directed  to  the  Marquis  of  Al- 
madwar,  on  the  20th  of  the  fame 
month  of  January :  "  I  have  read 
"to  the  King  (thofe  are  the  very 
"  words)  the  whole  difpatches  of 
"  your  Excellency,  as  well  as  the 
"  paper  delivered  to  him  by  Lord 
"  Weymouth ;  I  have  at  the  fame 
"  time  informed  his  Majefty  of  the 
"  remarks  and  obfervations  that 
"  Lord  Grantham  has  communi- 
"  cated  to  me,  relative  to  the  fame 
"  object.  This  ambaffador  hat 
"  put  in  my  hands  another  paper 
'.'  fimilar  to  that  which  your  Mi- 
**  nilter  of  State  has  forwarded  by 
•'  your  Excellency  ;  neverthelefs,  I 
"  mud  fay  that,  neither  in  the  ex* 
"  plications  of  Lord  Grantham, 
"  nor  in  the  difpatches  that  he  re- 
"  ccived  from  his  court,  are  found 
"  the  fubftantial  and  fpecific  ex- 
"  preffions,  which  have  been  made 
"  ufe  of  with  your  Excellency,  in 
"  order  to  induce  the  King  to  pro* 
"  pofe  a  method  of  an  accommo- 
"  dation. 

"  Notwithftanding  that,  I  fhall 
"  tell  to  your  Excellency  with 
"  freedom  and  exactnefs,  the  re- 
"  flections  made  by  the  King,  the 
"  refolution  he  has  taken,  and  the 
"  conduct  your  Excellency  fhould 
"  keep  to  caufe  it  to  be  under- 
«•  flood,  and  get  an  anfwer,  and 
"  the  prefent  difpatches  will  ferve 
•«  to  your  Excellency  as  inflruc- 
<r  tions. 

"  His  Majefty  has  already  re- 
*'  marked,  that  the  court  of  Loo- 
"  don  exprefles  itfelf  differently  by 
"  word  of  mouth  to  what  it  does 
"  in  writing;  that  is  to  fay,  by 
"  word  of  mouth,  it  appears,  as  if 
"  that  court  wifhed  for  nothing 
"  more  eagerly,  than  to  hear  the 
"  convenient  and  honourable  tem- 

"  perament 
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'•  any  thing  to  impede  and  put  a 
•'  flop  to  the  calamities  of  war, 
"has  commanded  that  the  fol- 
f(  lowing  plan  be  propofed  to  the 
'*  two  Courts,  which  on  his  part 
"  is  the  ultimatum  of  his  nego- 
"  ciation. 

"  That  with  a  view  that  this 
"  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  may  re- 
"  eftablifh  reciprocal  fecurity  and 
"  good    faith    between   the   two 
"  Crowns,  there  fhall  be  a  gene- 
"  ral     difarming,      within     one 
'*  month,   in    all    the   European 
"  feas,    within  four,  in  thole  of 
*'  America,  and  within  eight,  or 
"  one  year,  in  thofe  remote  parts 
"  of  Africa  and  Afia.     That  in 
€€  the  fpace  of  one  month,  a  place 
"  fhall  be  fixed  upon,  in  which 
•*  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  two 
"  Courts  fhall  meet  to  treat  on  a 
€€  definitive  adjuflment  of  peace, 
"  regulate  the  refpeclive  reftitu- 
"  tions  or  compenfations  necef- 
41  fary,     in   confequence  of    the 
"  reprifals  that  have  been  made, 
"  without  any  declaration  of  war, 
"  and    to  fettle  fuch   matters  of 
"  complaint  or  pretenfion,  as  the 
"  one  Crown   may  have  again  ft 
"  the  other:    to  the  accomplifh- 
"  ment  of  which  end,  the  King 
"  will    continue   his    mediation, 
"  and  does  now,  for  the  holding 
•'  of  this  Congrefs,  make  an  offer 
"  of  the  city  of  Madrid.     That 
"  a  like  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities 
•c  fhall  be  feparately  granted  by 
"  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
"  American    Colonies,     through 
tf  the  interceffion  and  mediation 
<(  of    his    Catholic    Majefly,    to 
**  whom  the  faid  Potentate  fhall 
cc  promife  the  obfervance  thereof, 
"  and  with  the  condition  that  it 
"  fhall   not    be    broke,    without 


"  giving  to  his  Majefly  an  antici- 
"  pated  notice  of  one  year,  that 
"  he  may  communicate  it  to  the 
"  faid  American  provinces ;  and 
"  that  there  be  eflablifhed  a  reci- 
<r  procal  difarming  the  fame  as 
"  with  France,  in  the  fame  times 
"and  places,  regulating  the  li- 
"  mits  that  fhall  not  be  paged  by 
"  the  one  or  the  other  party,  with 
"  refpeft  to  the  places  they  may 
"  refpe&ively  occupy  at  the  time 
"  of1  ratifying  this  adjuflment. 

•c  That  for  fettling  thefe  parti- 
"  culars,  and  others  relative  to 
"  the  firmnefs  of  the  faid  fufpen- 
"  fion,  and  to  the  effects  it  may 
"  produce  while  it  fub  fills,  there 
"  fhall  come  to  Madrid  one  or 
"  more  CommifTaries  or  Agents 
"  of  the  Colonies,  and  his  Bntan- 
"  nic  Majefly  will  fend  his  under 
"  the  like  mediation  of  the  King 
"  (if  they  fhould  be  in  need  of  it) 
"  to  accord  or  agree  in  the  fore- 
"  going,  and  that  in  the  mean 
".time  the  Colonies  fhall  be  treat* 
"  .ed  as  independent  in  a&ing. 

"  Finally,  if  it  be  defired  by 
((  all  or  any  of  the  belligerent 
*c  powers,  or  by  the  aforefaid  Co- 
"  lonies,  the  forementioned  pow- 
"  ers  fhall,  jointly  with  Spain, 
"  guarantee  the  treaties  or  agree- 
'*  ments  which  fhall  be  made  :— 
"  the  Catholic  King  now  makes 
"  an  offer  of  his  guarantee  to  the 
"  faid  preliminaries." 

Whoever  compares  thefe  articles 
with  the  preceding  openings  made 
by  the  Court  of  London,  will  de- 
cide, if  there  can  be  imagined 
propofals  more  moderate,  or  more 
analogous  to  the  fyftem  laid  down 
by  the  Britifh  Cabinet.— Perhaps 
his  Catholic  Majefly  has  rather 
gone  too  far  in  the  moderation  to 
5  which 
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immediate  agreement ;  or  if  they 
alfo  prefer  the  method  above- 
mentioned,  let  there  be  likewifc 
a  trace  made  with  North  Ame- 
rica, that  is,  a  real  trace,  and  ef- 
fective fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  ; 
daring  which,  the  liberty  and  ef- 
fects of  all  forts  and  clafles  of  per- 
sons may  be  re-eftablifhed  and  fe- 
cored,  and  all  violence  fufpended, 
on  one  fide  and  the  other,  again  ft 
the  refpe&rve  individuals,  and  the 
cftates  or  effects  they  pofTefs.  In 
thefe  traces,  the  French  may  treat 
of  their  own  peculiar  matters, 
without  giving  the  umbrage, 
which  would  be  inevitable,  if  they 
mixed  in  the  negotiation  their 
own  particular  advantages  with 
the  fuppofed  interefts  of  thofe 
whom  France  affe&s  to  call  her 
allies :  and  his  Britannic  Majefty 
may  eftablifti  the  government  of 
his  own  dominions,  without  the 
difagreeable  circumftance  of  re- 
ceiving the  conditions  relative' 
thereto  from  the  hands  of  a  de- 
clared enemy. 

21.  It  appears  by  the  opening 
made  by  the  Court  of  London,  in 
the  difpatch  mentioned  jn  the 
preceding  note,  for  the  purpofe  of 
cftablifhing  a  truce  between  France 
and  the  Colonies,  that  it  contained 
no  difficulty,  except  the  referving 
for  a  feparate  treaty  the  pretentions 
of  the  faid  Power,  and  thofe  of 
the  American  Provinces  aforefaid, 
fo  that  France  fhould  not  inter- 
fere in  the  arrangement  of  their 
in  t  ere  ft  s  ;— at  leaft,  this  is  what 
any  perfon  of  fincerity  and  good 
faith  would  then  or  even  now  be- 
lieve, who  read,  or  now  reads  the 
explanations  of  the  Englifh  Cabi- 
net in  that  difpatch.  Under  this 
fuppofition,  we  (hall  communicate, 
for  the  eye  of  the  impartial  public, 


the  ultimatum  of  the  proposition t 
made  by  the  Catholic  King  to 
the  two  Courts  of  Paris  and  L 


on- 


don,  he  having  taken  on  himfelf 
the  adjaftmentof  thedifputes  fub- 
fifting  with  the  American  provin- 
ces, and  confidering  there  was  not 
time  to  communicate  to  them,  or 
even  to  France,  this  his  refolution, 
and  whereof  advice  was  given  to 
the  faid  Courts  on  the  3d  of  April 
in  the  prefent  year ;  that  is  to  lay, 
(even  days  after  the  having  re- 
ceived the  anfwer  of  the  Englifh 
Cabinet. 

"  If  thefe  openings  or  propo- 
"  fitions  (thus  literally  are  the 
"  expreffions  of  the  ultimatum) 
"  had  comt  immediately  after  the 
"  King  had  made  his,  for  the 
"  forming  a  plan  of  reconcilia* 
"  tion,  many  difficulties  might 
"  already  have  been  removed  or 
"  adjufted  by  the  modifications 
"  which  it  might  have  been  prac- 
"  ticable  to  have  negociated,  if 
"  reciprocal  good  faith  had  exift- 
"  ed,  and  a  confidence  to  con- 
"  elude  a  peace.  But  having 
"  loft  more  than  two  months  time, 
"  (without  mentioning  what  was 
"  neglected  before,  and  obferving 
in  this  interval,  there  was  no 
need  of  reflation  in  the  forming 
great  expeditions  or  prepara- 
tions) fuipicions  inevitably  a- 
"  rofe,  that  the  drift  was  to 
"  amufe  and  confume  the  remain* 
"  ing  months  of  the  campaign, 
"  and  to  continue  the  war  with 
"  vigour.  If  this  be  the  cafe, 
"  every  attempt  of  the  King  will 
"  be  ufelefs  towards  eftablifhing 
"  concord  between  the  bellige- 
"  rent  powers.  Neverthelefs,  nis 
"  Majefty,  to  give  the  laft  proof 
ts  of  his  love  of  humanity,  and 
"  and  that  he  has  not  left  undone 

••  any 


4t 


(€ 


€€ 


€€ 
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any  thine  to  impede  and  pat  a 
flop  to  the  calamities  of  war,, 
has  commanded  that  the  fol- 
lowing plan  be  propofed  to  the 
two  Courts,  which  on  his  part 
is  the  ultimatum  of  hit  nego- 

"  That  with  a  view  that.thb 
fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  may  re- 
cftablim  reciprocal  feenrity  and 
good  faith  between  the  two 
Crowns,  there  mall  be  a  gene- 
ral difarming,  .within  one 
month,  in  all  the  European 
Teas,  wtthtn  four,  in  .thofc  of 
America,  and  within  eight,  or 
one  year,  in  thole  remote  parts 
of  Africa  and  Afia.  That  in 
the  fpace  of  one  month,  a  place 
fhall  be  fixed  upon,  in  which 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  two 
Courts  dull  meet  to  treat  on  a 
definitive  adjuftment  of  peace., 
regulate  the  refpeflive  reftitu- 
tions  or  com  pen  Cation*  necef- 
fary,  in  confeqneace  of  the 
reprifals  that  bave'beeu  made, 
without  any  declaration  of  war, 
and  to  fettle  fuch  matters  of 
complaint  or  pretention,  «  the 
one  Crown  may  have  again  ft 
the  other  :  to  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  which  end,  the  King 
will  continue  his  mediation, 
and  does  now,  for  the  holding 
of  this  Congrefs,  make  an  offer 
of  the  city  of  Madrid.  That 
a  like  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities 
fhall  be  feparatdy  granted  by 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
American  Colonies,  through 
the  interceJSon  and  mediation 
of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  to 
whom  the  faid  Potentate  (hall 
promife  the  obfervance  thereof, 
and  with  the  condition  that  it 
fhall   not    be    broke,    without 
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"  giving  to  his  Majefty  an  anrjcf- 
**  Dated  notice  of  one  year,  that 
"he  saay  communicate  it  to  the 
"  faid  American  pwrinort  j  an«T 
"  that  there  be  eaUblimed  a  ttd-, 
"  procal  disarming  the  fame  ae 
"  with  France,  in  the  fame  tint* 
"  and  places,  regulating  the  li- 
"  mits  that  fhall  not  be  palled  by 
"  the  one  or  the  other  party,  with 
"  refpeft  to  the  places  they  may 
'.'  refpefiively  occupy  at  the  time 
''  of  ratifying  this  adjuftment. 

•'  That  for  fettling  thefe  parti. 
"  culars,  and  others  relative  to 
*'  the  firmnefa  of  the  faid  fufpen- 
".  £on,  and  to  the  effects  it  may 
"  produce  while  it  fubfifts,  there 
«  Jhall  come  to  Madrid  one  or 
"  more  Commiffaries  or  Agents 
••  of  the  Colonies,  and  his  Britan-\ 
'*  nic  Majelty  will  fend  his  under 
"  the  like  mediation  of  the  King 
"  {if  theylhould  be  in  need  of  it) 
'.'  to  accord  or  agree  in  the  fore. 
"  S°',DS'  an<*  ,nac  'n  tne  mean 
".time  the  Colonies  fhall  be  treat- 
"  .en  as  independent  in  acting. 

''  Finally,  if  it  be  aefiredbjr 


**  powers,  01 
"  lonies,  tHi 


'  all  or  any  of  the  belligerent 
i,  or  by  the  aforefaid  Co- 
,  the  foremen  tioned  ponr- 
'  era  fhall,  jointly  with  Spain, 
"  guarantee  the  treaties  or  agrw> 
"  menu  which  (hall  be  mad* ;~ 
"  the  Catholic  King  now  mike* 
"  an  offer  of  his  guarantee  to  the 
"  faid  preliminaries." 

Whoever  compares  thefe  articles 
with  the  preceding  openings  mad* 
by  the  Court  of  London,  wflj  3e- 
cide,.  if  there  can  be  imagined 
propofals  more  moderate,  or  mom 
analogous  to  the  fyftem  laid  down 
by  the  Britifh  Cabinet.— Perhaps 
his  Catholic  Msjefty  hat  rather 
gone  too  far  in  the  moderation  to 
5  whfca 
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which  he  reduced  the  faid  propo-  finally,  by  a  thoufand  other  act* 
fit  ion  s,  taking  on  himfelf  the  dif-  o(  this    fort,     authorifed  -by    thtf 
ficult  taflc  of  fettling  the  difputes.  Court  of  London,  have  been,  and 
22.    The   greateft   repugnance  are  true  figns  of  the  acknowledg- 
which  the  Britifh  Cabinet  affected  rnent  of  the  independence :   and 
to  fhew  to  the  ultimatum  and  pro-  the  Englifh  nation  itfelf  may  judge 
portions  of  the   King  of  Spain,  and  decide,  whether  all  thofe  acts 
reds  on  the  point  of  treating  the  are  fo  compatible  with  the  deco- 
Colonics  as  Independent  in  acting  rum  of  the  Britifh  crown,  as  would 
daring  the  interval  of  the  truce.  be  the  granting  to  the  Colonies/ 
To  what  has  been  already  faid,  at  the  interceffion  of  his  Catholic 
may  be  added,  what  was  affirmed  Majefty,  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities, 
in   all   the  public   papers  of  the  adjuft  their  differences,  and  treat 
month  of  February,    1778,    that  them  in  this  interval  as  indepen* 
Lord  North  had  on  the  17th  of  dent  States. 
the  faid  month,  propofed  in  the        23.    It  muft  appear  incredible, 
Houfc  of  Commons,  as  a  matter  after  having  confidered  the  pre- 
cf  courfe,    "  That  the  Commif-  ceding  articles,  that  the  Court  of* 
"  doners,  then  appointed  by  the  London  mould  refufe  to  accept  of 
*'  Court  of  London,  mould  treat  the  proportions  of  the  ultimatum 
"  with   the   American  Deputies,  of  that  of  Madrid,  although  with 
"  as  if  they  were  Plenipotentiaries  fome  explanations  that  it  might 
of  independent    States;    with  think  necefTary ;   but  that  Court 
provifo,     that    this    conceffion  not   only   rejected   them,    in   its 
mould  not  be  prejudicial  to  Great  anfwer  given   the  4th  of   May, 
Britain,  if  in  the  courfcof  the  after  various  pretexts  for   delay, 
negotiation  the  colonies  mould  but  put  forth  indirect  and  frrained 
*c  relolve  to  defi ft  from  their  claim  interpretations   of    the   propofals 
"  of  independance."  that  were  then  made,  having  the 
It  is  a  thing  very  extraordinary,  effrontery  to  fay,  that  "  the  drift 
and    even    ridiculous,     that    the  "  of  Spain  was  to  form,  from  the 
Court  of  London  treats  the  Colo-  "  pretentions  of  the  Colonies  to 
nies  as  independent,   not  only  in  "  independence,     one     common 
acting,  but  of  right,   during  this  "  caufe    with    them   .and    with 
war,  and  that  it  mould  have  a  re-  i(  France."— -The  Britifh  Cabi- 
pugnance  to  treat  them  as  fuch,  net    concluding,      with     faying, 
only  in  acting  during  a  truce  or  "  That  if  the  conditions  which 
fufpenfion    of    hoftilities.      The  "  the   Court  .of   Verfailles    had 
Convention  of  Saratoga;   there-  "  communicated  to  his  Catholic 
puting  General    Burgoyne,    as  a  "  Majefty,  did  not  prefent  a  bet- 
lawful   prifoner,    to    fufpend  his  "  ter    afpect    than -this  for  the 
trial ;  the  exchange  and  liberating  "  treaty,  or  did  not  offer  Jefs  im- 
of  other  prifoners  made  from  the  "  perious  and  unequal  terms,  the 
Colonies;  the  having  named  Com-  te  King  of  Great   Britain  would 
miflioners  to  go  and  fupplicate  the  "  only  have  to  lament,    that  he 
Americans    at   their  own   doors ;  "  found     the     hopes    fruftrated, 
requeft  peace  of  them,  and  treat  "  which  he  had  always  conceived 
with  them  and  the  Congrefs ;  and  "  of   the    happy    reftoration    of 
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**•  P(Ve>  |?  well  for  hit  fubje$i  which  they  had  rejected  or  fpurn- 

'■'  as  the- world  in  general.'*'  ed  at,  as  coming  from  his  Catho- 

If  this  is  not  a  wa.nt"of  refpe$  lie  Majelty,  but  in  fa£l  with  oiFen 

to  (l)e  mediating  King,  a  real  prpr  much  more  favourable  to  the  faid 


vocation,  and  evident  in  confer 
quence,  it  will  be  difficult  to  find 
expreffions  more  adapted  for  if. 
Neither  did  his  Catholic  Majefty 
make  a  common  ciiife  with  France 
and   the  Colonies  in  his  laft  pro- 

fofah,  nor  were  they  made  tp 
ranee,  to  whom  they  were  not, 
nor  could  not,  for  want  of  time, 
be  communicated,  before  they 
were  tranfmitted  to  the  Court  of 
London  ;  fo  that  the  whole  appa- 
ratus of  thofe  haughty  expreliions 
pf  the  Englilh  Miniftry  amount 
merel)  to  fay,  that  in  fpile  of  the 
overture  made  by  th'-mfelyM  on 
(he  i6th  of  March,  they  preferred 
war  tp  peace,  or  treating  with  the 
fore- mentioned  mediator,  whom 
theyprovokingly  infulted,  treating 
him  as  partial,  leagued  with  the 
enemies  of  Great  Britain,  imperi- 
ous, and  inconfiftent. 

In  aggravation  to  all  the  fore? 
t  the  fame  time  the  Bri- 
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treaty  went 
.  to  oe  extended  in  formed 
with  various  explanations ; 


going, 
tith  Ca 


fofa 

articli 

and  was  carried  .     _ 

thority  of  one  of  the  principal 
Englilh  Minifters.  Of  all  this. 
and  much  more,  it  would  be  eafy 
to  inform  the  public,  by  true  and 
formal  copies,  if  it  were  necelfary, 
or  that  this  implacable  enemy 
hereafter  obliges  it  to  be  done, 
and  who  has  always  been  treated 
by  Spain  with  the  greateil  modeL 

24.  The  true  intentions  of  the 
Court  of  London  being  clearly 
difcovered,  the  Catholic  King 
could  not  longer  withhold  the  put- 
ting in  full  force  the  treaties  con- 
cluded with  France.  From  what 
has  been  obferved  in  the  preced- 
ing note,  it  evidently  follows,  that 
the  whole  of  the  Englilh  policy 
was  to  difunite  the  two  Courts  of 
Paris  and  Madrid,  by  means  of 


.binet' anfwered  the  King  of    the  fuggeftions  and  offers  fhe  fe 


Spain  in  the  terms  already 
tioned,  they  wereiniinuatingthem- 
felves  at  the  Court  of  Prance,  by 
means  of  fecret  einilfaries,  and 
making  very  great  offers  to  her 
to  -abandon  the  Colonies,  and 
make  peace  with  England.  But 
there  is  yet  more  :  at  the  very 
fame  time,  the  Englilh  Miniftry 
were  treating,  by  mean;  of  ano- 
ther certain  erhiffary,  with  Dr. 
Franklin,  Mini'fter  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  Colonies,  rending  at  Pa- 
ris, to  whom  they  made  various 
propofals  to  difunite  them  from 
France,  and  to  accommodate  mat. 
ith  England,  op  condition^ 


ties  and  engagements  enteredinta 
with  France,  induce  them  to  arm 
againfl  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
or,  more  probably,  to  op  pre  ft 
them,  when  they  found  (from 
breaking  their  engagements)  they 
flood  alone  and  without  proteflori 
or  guarantees  for  the  treaties  they 
might  enter  into  with  the  Britiffi, 
Miniftry.  This,  therefore,  is  the 
net  they  laid  for  the  American. 
States;  thatis  tofay,  to  temptthem 
with  flattering  and  very  magnifi^ 
cent  promifes  to  come  to  an  ac- 
nmodation  with   them,   exclu- 


almoft identically  the  lathe  ai  thole    five  of  any  intervention  of  Spain. 
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or  France  ;  that  the  Britim  Mi- 
mft-y  might  always  remain  the  ar- 
bitrators cf  i he   fiie  of  the    faid 
Coionicf,  in  the  pr,int  cf  fulfilling 
any   treaties   or  Tgreemencs    they 
Inigh:  make.      But  the  Catholic 
King,  faithful,  on   the  one  part, 
to  the  eng»gTn^n:s   which    bind 
him  to  the  Moll  Chriftian  King, 
liis  nephe-.v  ;  juit  and  upright,  on 
the   oth?r,    to   his  own    fubjech, 
whom  he   ought   to    protect    and 
guard    aga -r.fi    fo   many    infuits  ; 
and  finally,  fall  of  humanity  and 
"companion  for  the  Americans  and 
other  individual*  who  fuiTer  from 
the  comities  of  the  prcfent  war, 
he   is    determined    to  pusfue  and 
profecutc  it,  and  to  mike  all  the 
efforts  in  his  power,  until  he  can 
obtain     a    folid    and    permanent 
peace,   with   full   and   fa tis factory 
fecu  rides  that  it  fhall  be  obferved. 
25.   To  attain,  as  before-men- 
tioned, the  much-defired  end  of  a 
fecure;  peace,  it  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffkry  to  curtail  and  deflroy  the 
arbitrary  proceedings  and  maxims 
of  the  EnglijR  maritime  power  ; 
to  the  attainment  of  which,    all 
other  maritime  powers,  and  even 
all  nations  in  general,  are  become 
much  interefled.      The.  Catholic 
King,  for  his 'part,  has  done  all 
he  pcfEbly  could,   that  the  infults 
founded  in  fuch  proceedings  and 
maxims  mould  be  put  an  end  to, 
but  this  he  has   not  been  able  to 
effect  by  amicable  means.    On  the 
contrary,   injuries  have   been  re- 
peatedly continued,   as  has  been 
rrprcfentcd  in  the  negociation  fee 
on  foot  wiih  England  by  the  me- 
diation of  the  faid  monarch.  The 
Court  of  London  lias  become  for- 
getful, in  thefe  later  times,  that 
fhe  fhould  have  adjufled  and   fet- 
jjcif  her  differences  with  Spain  ac- 

3  *       ' 
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cording  to  agreement.  In  the 
fame  month  of  May,  in  which 
this  negociation  was  pat  an  end 
to,  there  came  advices  of  the  vio- 
lences committed  by  Englifh  (hips 
and  their  crews  in  the  river  Saint 
John,  and  Bay  of  Honduras,  (of 
which  mention  has  been  made  in 
note  the  fir  ft)  and  it  was  known 
alfo,  v/ith  3  re  at  probability,  that 
the  Englifh  Cabinet  had  given 
anticipated  orders  for  the  invafion 
of  the  Phillipine  I  Hands.  From 
fuch  deeds,  as  well  as  from  the 
foregoing,  the  impartial  and  can- 
did world  will  be  enabled  to  do 
juflice  in  this' famous  con troverfy, 
and  decide  whether  the  declaration 
pre  fen  ted  by  the  Marquis  of  Al- 
madevar,  the  16th  June  laft,  is 
founded  in  reafon  and  truth.  In 
the  mean  while  it  fhould  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  Court  of  London, 
on  the  i3:h  of  faid  month,  iflued 
orders  for  commencing  and  com- 
mitting hcflilities,  and  making 
reprifals  againfl  Spain,  who  did 
no:  iffue  fimilar  orders  till  after 
me  had  received  advice  thereof. 


Copy  of  the  Answer  tranfmitted  to 
the  Marquis  <f  Almadovar  by  Lord 
Vifcount  Weymouth,  dated  the 
\yh  of  July,  1779. 

THE  Marquis  d'ATmadovar, 
late  Ambaflador  of  his  Ca- 
tholic Majelly  at  this  Court;  on  his 
fudden  departure,  left  with  Vif- 
count Weymouth r  Secretary  to 
his  Britannic  Majefty,.  a  declara- 
tion of  war,  founded  on  a  detail 
of  motives  to  juftify  fo  violent  a 
flep. — In  this  detail  Spain  affefts 
to  complain  in  general  of  the  lit- 
tle defire  the  King  (hewed  towards 
the  prefervation  of  peace,  and,  in 

particular, 
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particular,  againft  the  difrefpcct-  dered  them  as 'fuch;  nothing  cad 

ful  treatment  of  the  Spaniih  flag,  be  more  evident  than  that  the  ex* 

and  the  violation  of  the  territory  pedienti  offered  by  Spain  inevte 

belonging  to  his  Catholic  Majefty.  ably  tended  to  enforce  thefe.  very 

As  nothing  could  be  more  dif-  injurious  condition!,  but  juft  be* 

tant   from  the    King's    intention  fore  declared  as  inadmiffible.  ' :  * 
than  to  break  the  friendlhip  fub-        The  pernicious  confeqnencet  of 

filling  between  Great  Britain  and  the  propofed  expedients  had  been 

Spain,  it  is  by  order  of  his  Ma-  explained  to  the  Court  of  Spaing 

jetty,  that  the  faid  Vifcount  Wer-  by  order  of  the  King*  and  tfcit 

mouth  offers  fuch  a  date  of  the  they  were  in  the  moft  amicab!* 

matters*  fet  forth  in  the  faid  Oe-  manner  expfefsly  rejected.     Had 

claration,  as,  he  doubts  not*  muft  it  been  otherwife,  there*  could  Jb0 

(hew  the  fincerity  with  which  his  no  reafon  for  an  ultimatum :  ffk 

Majefty  hath  endeavoured  to  main-  it   is    not.  without   aftonimmetrtj 

tain  the  general  tranquillity*  that,   after  the.  firft  anfwer,   th* 

The  little  defire  for  peace,  as  King  received  the  ultrmatum  from 

fuppofed  on  the  part  of  the  King,  the  Court  of  Spain,  not  onlyctt^A  ' 

is  deducible  from  the  conduct  at>  taining  the  very  fame  offers  thirl 

tributed  to  Great  Britain  during  rejected*     but    announced    whl 

the    lad    negociation  :    after   the  fcarce  any  difference  in  point  IK 

profeffions  of  the  impartiality  of  form*  "    -■  .  *   -ir 

his  Catholic  Majefty;  his  offers  of        The  Declaration  further  faysi 

mediation  between  Great  Britain  '  That,  on  the*  28th  of  Septem* 

and  France,  and  after  the  accep-  ber,  the  Court  of  Spain  hid" BOik 

tance  of  the  fame,  the  Declaration  iied  to  the  belligerent  powers,  thttf 

affirms, — c  That   every   ftep   had  in  cafe  the  negociation  did<fulc* 

been  taken   necefTary  to  produce  ceed,  fhe  would    then   determine 

the   bell  effects,  in  order  to  pre-  how-to  aft.' — If  the  open  part  thfc 

pare  the  two  powers   towards  an  Court  of  Spain    now   takes,   bfc 

accommodation  equally  honourable  that    fhe   fecretly    intended,  at 

to  both  parties;   that  to  this  end  that  time*    it  would   have   been, 

wife  expedients  had  been  propof-  more  confident  with  her  dignity 

ed  ;     but    notwithstanding  ;  thefe  thrn  to  avow  it^  and  range.ftei& 

terms  were  conformable  to  filch  as  felf  openly  under  the  banners  ?af 

the  Court  of  London,    at   other  France;  -        ■'        :"* 

times,  judged  proper  and  condu-        Tnftead  of  fuch  a  conduct)  tilt! 

cive  to  an  accommodation,    they  Court  of  Madrid,  affecting  iaspJft& 

were,  however,  rejected  in  a  man-  tiality,  hath  offered  to  mctiiatfe} 
ner  that  proves  too  well  the  reluc-     but   not  to   dictate  the1  terms  or 

tance  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  Ca-  peace,  promifing  to  communicate 
binet  to  reftore  peace  to  Europe,  to  each  Court  the'  condicfofft 
and  to  preferve  the  friendfhip  of  claimed  by  either;  that  fo  they 
his  Catholic  Majefty.'  might  be  modified;  explained^  or 

The  conditions  offered  by  France  rejected*  When  the  prowAis 
were,  to  the  higheft  degree,  inju-  made  by  Prance  were  rejecte"tt,  Iriifi 
rious  and  inadmiflible.;  the  King    the  Declaration  made  to  Spafrn  to 

exprcftly  declared^  that  he  eonfi-  '  ceafe  her  mediation,  fincer  her  M* 

[B  b]  z  deavoitrt' 
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deavours  did  not  fucceed,  it  was 
accompanied  with  aflu ranees,  that 
the  friend fhip  fubfifting  between 
the  two  nations  fhould  not  be  in 
terrupted. 

How  far  this  is  true,  appears 
from  the  a&ual  Declaration,  an- 
nouncing holtilities  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  without  venturing  to  (late 
the  non-acceptance  of  the  terms 
as  one  of  the  caufes  of  the  war ; 
but  mould  it  be  other  wife  infinu- 
ated,  it  will  furnifh  his  Majefty 
with  an  additional  reafon  to  coon- 
plain  of  the  injuftice  and  arrogance 
of  fuch  a  pre  te  nil  on. 

The  previous  caufes  which  the 
Court  of  Spain  hath  thought  pro- 
per to  urge,  are,  the  infults  againft 
her  Hag,  and  the  violation  on  her 
territory.  As  to  the  firft,  thefe 
are  the  terms  of  her  memorial  : 
'  Prizes  have  been  made;  vcflels 
have  been  fearched  and!  plundered; 
many  have  been  fired  upon  who 
were  forced  to  defend  themfelves  ; 
the  regi Iters  and  packets  belonging 
to  the  Court,  and  found  on  board 
his  Catholic  Majefty's  packet- 
boats,  have  Seen  opened  and  tora 
to  pieces.' 

All  forts  of  American  veiTels 
•have  been  received  in  the  ports 
of  Spain  ;  they  have  been  fu  mim- 
ed with  falfe  documents,  and  fuf- 
fered  to  carry  Spanifh  colours  ; 
their  privateers  have  plundered 
all  nations  without  diftindion, 
and  fuch  has  been  the  induftry  of 
the  Spanifh  Mini/fry  in  order  to 
-enhance  the  number  of  grievances, 
that  thefe  depredations  were  by 
them  reprefented  as  injuries  com- 
mitted by  Great  Britain.  Thefe 
complaints,  which  do  not  exceed 
the  number  of  twenty-four,  fel- 
dom  foecify  the  author  of  the  fup- 
pofed  infult,  and  thofe  which  did 
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were-  frequently  ill-founded,  as«f 
in  general  friveloms ;  however,  ic 
is  granted  that  the  anfwere  were 
amicable.  The  King  thought  it 
worthy  of  himfelf  not  only  to  nfe 
every  precaution  necejflary  to  pre* 
vent  diforders  which  might  often d 
neutral  powers,  but  alio  to  exert 
every  effort  to  puxifli  the  authors, 
and  repair  the  lofs  of  the  fnffererg. 
Such  hath  been  his  coataft  at  all 
times  when  pofible  to  difcover  and 
convift  the  guilty,— Among  the 
vail  operations,  fuch  aa  in  the  pre* 
fent  war,  it  is  not  farprifing  that 
foine  irregularities  have  happened; 
but  when  fuch  cafes  were  proved, 
restitution  was  made  with  ample 
damages,  and  all  charges  paid. 

It  has  been  advanced,  *  That  hit 
Catholic  Majefty  formally  declared 
to  the  Court  of  London,  everiince 
France  commenced  hoftilities,  that 
the  Court  of  Madrid  would  regu- 
late her  conduct  by  that  of  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain/ — Never- 
thelefs  thirteen  Englifti  veffeU  have 
been  feiaed,  on  what  pretence,  or 
by  whoie  order,  we  are  Hill  to 
learn,  although  his  Majefty  order- 
ed fuch  representations  to  be  made, 
as  are  ufual  on  the  like  occafiona, 
between  nations  in  a  ftate  of  ami- 
ty ;  which  his  .Majefty  did,  not 
attributing  thefe  feiztires  to  a  per- 
fidious and  inimical  defign,  until 
the  conduct  of  the  Court  of^Spain 
has  been  better  explained  by  the 
prefent  Declaration. 

The  pretended  violation  of  the 
Spanifh  territory  may  be  reduced 
to  four  heads. 

In  the  firft  place  it  is  faid, 
*  That  the  dominions  in  America, 
belonging  to  the  Court  of  Spain, 
have  been  threatened/  without 
fpecifying  time,  place,  or  dream* 
fiance. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  the  memorial  men.-    but  in  point  of  time  no  anfwer 
tions,    '  That  the  Indians  have    could  yet  he  expe&ed. 
been  fct  againfl:  the  innocent  iaba-    #    Fourthly,.  '  That  the  territory 
bitant*  of  Louifiana,  who  ixui&  hare    in  the  Bay-  of  Honduras  has  bee? 
fallen  victims  to  their  fury,  had    nfurped,  a£b  of  hoftilkies  conv 
not  even  the  Chactaws  repeated,    initted,  the  Spaniards  imfriibned^ 
and  revealed  the  confpiracy,'— tt    and  tEeir  houfes  plundered;    at 
is  well  known  that  the  Governor    alio  that  England  had  negle&ojl 
of  New  Orleans  tried  to  seduce    to  fulfil  tru^ibpulatedanidej^av 
the  Cha&aws,  and  that  he  receiv-    tive  to  this  coaft*  agreeable  to  Cm 
ed  with  open  arms  tbofe  tribes,     17th  artide  of  the  treaty  of  Parhv; 
which  committed  devaluations  hi    -—With  regard  to  the,  Enjglifh  M^ 
the  Englifh  Weftern  fettlementa.    je£b  frequenting  the  Bay  of  Hon^ 
Thefe  tribes  returned,  but  were    dura*,  that  matter  had  been  regpr* 
not  fet  againft  the  Spaniih  terii-    lated  according  to  the  afofeiafi 
tory  ;  it  was  never  attempted,  nor    article,  and  finally  adjufted  witS 
was  fuch  an  idea  ever  entertained,    the  Court  of  Spain  -in  the  year 
The  Declaration  afierts,  *  That     1764.      Since  which  period    no 
a  formal  rep refentation  was  made    complaint  having  been  made  Oft 
to  the  Court  of  London  concern-    either  fide,  this.  Court  is  ftiil  igno- 
ing  thefe  different  grievances,  and    rant  whether  the'  teaft  caufe  ever 
feeing  the  equivocal  expreffions  on    exited. — Surely  this"  cannot    he 
the  two   preceding  points,   fuch    included    among    the  .  pretended 
remonftrances    were    particularly    grievances  which  the  Declaration 
aieceflary  towards  the  Jtri&  ebser-    foppojfes,  as  having  been  duly  re* 
vance  of  the  good  faith  between    prefented   either  to   the  Engltfli 
two  nations  at  peace.'— 4 1  is  not    Court,  or  to  her  AmbalTador  at  the 
irue  that  the  leaft  representation    Court  of  Madrid, 
was  ever  made  on  either  of  the        Such  are  the  motives  alledgee? 
two  preceding  articles,  to  which    by  the  Court  of  Spain  in  the  name 
the   moil  ample  and  Satisfactory    of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  as  a  juftt- 
anfwers  might  have  been  given.     ,  £cation  before  God  and  the  world, 
Thirdly,  they  pretend,  *  That    for  commencing  hoitilities  againft 
the  fovereignty  of  his    Catholic    Great  Britain.   The  King  appeals 
Majedy,  in  the  province  of  Da*    to  the  actual  date  of  affairs,  being 
nen,  and  on   the  coaft  of  Saint    the  fame  as  that  which  ffubfifted 
Bias,  hath  been  oifurped,  the  go-    fi nee  the  Gonclufion  of  the   laft  ■ 
vern merit  of  Jamaica  having  ap-     treaty,  as  a  full  proof  that  no  at- 
pointed  an  Indian  to  the  rank  of    tempt  was  ever  made  on  his  part 
General  over   -thofe  provinces  : '    to  infringe  this  treaty. — He*  ap* 
— On    this    Subject,     in  ft  ructions    peals  to  his  uniform  coadopt,  ever 
were  difpatched,  bearing  date  the    fi  nee  this  epoch,   so  fbrnifh  Aill 
:z8th  of  April  laft,  as  is  ufual  be-    ftronger  proofs  that  he  hath  en* 
tvveen  nations  in  friendfhip ;  no  Heavoured  to  preserve   the   fame 
advices  being  received  from  Ja-    with  all   the  affiduity  and  care* 
maica  on  this  matter,  frefli  orders    which   the  lnterefts  of  humanity 
were  fent  for  a  full  explanation,    and  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjects 

(5iJ3  required. 
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required.5— Ultimately,  he  appeals  of  England,  from  the  asra  above 
to  the  conduct  of  his  enemies,  and  mentioned.  His  Majefty  perfuad- 
in  particular  to  the  aforefaid  De-  ed  himfelf  that  he  could  ftill  place 
claration  from  the  Court  of  Spain,  the  greater  reliance  on  the  King 
as  the  laft  proof  of  the  neceflity  he  of  England's  protections,  as  the 
is  under  to  defend  the  rights  of  primordial  feed  of  the  American 
his  Crown  and  people,  againft  a  revolution  began  to  an  fold  itfelf 
determined  project  to  invade  the  in  a  manner  highly  alarming  to 
fame  ;*a  project  wherein  the  Court  the  ihterefl  of  Great  Britain, 
of  Spain  at  length  openly  joins,  But,  the  Court  of  London, 
without  the  leaft  reafon  to  colour  vainly  imputing  that  to  fear  or 
fuch  a  proceeding.  feeblenefs,    which    was   only   the 

natural  effect  of  his  Majefty's  pa- 

"  cine  difpofition,  ftrictly  adhered  to 

A  Manifesto  publijhed at  Paris,     her  cuftomary  fyftem,  and  conti- 

difplaying  the  Motives  and  Condutt    ™ed  every  harraffing  aft  of  vio- 

of  his  Mojl  Chriftian  Majefty  to-     knee  againft  the   commerce  and 

wards  England.  the    navigation    of  his   Majefty^ 

fubjects.     His  Majefty  represented 
Translation.  the'fe    outrages   to  the    King    of 

England  with  the  utmoft  candour, 

WHEN  the  Sovereign  Dif-  and  judging  of  his  fentiments  by 
pofer  of  events  called  his  his  own,  his  Majefty  had  the 
Majefty  to  the  throne,  France  eji-  greateft  confidence,  that  the  grier 
joyed  the  moft  profound  peace,  vances  would  be  no  fooner  made 
The  firft  concern  of  his  Majefty  known  to  the  King  of  England, 
was  to  fignify  to  all  the 'powers  than  he  would  redrefs  them.  Nay, 
of  Europe,  his  fmcere  defire,  further,  his  Majefty  being  tho- 
that  the  bleftings  of  peace  might  roughly  acquainted  with  the  em- 
be  perpetuated  to  his  kingdom,  barraflment  which  the  affairs  of 
This  gracious  difpofition  of  his  North  America  had  occafioned  the 
Majefty  was  generally  applaud-.  Court  of  London,-  charitably  for- 
ed  ;  the  King  of  England  in  par-  bore  to  increafe  that  embarraff- 
ticular  teftifled  his  fatisfacttion,  ment,  by  infilling  too  haftily  on 
and  gave  his  Majefty  the  moft  thofe  reparations  of  injuries,  which 
fxpreilive  aflfurances  of  fincere  the  EngliOi  Minifters  had  never 
friendihip.  Such  a  reciprocity  of  ceafed  to  pfomife,  nor  ever  failed 
fentiment  juftified  his  Majefty  in     to  evade. 

believing,  that  the  Court  of  ton-  Such  was  the  pofition  of  affairs 
don  was  at  laft  difpofed  to  adopt  a  between  the  two  Courts,  when  the 
mode  of  conduct  more  eciuitable  meafures  of  the  Court  of  London 
and  friendly,  than  that  which  had  compelled  the  Englifh  colonifts  to 
been  adopted  fince  the  conclufion  have  recourfe  to  arms  to  preferve 
of  the  peace  of  1763,  and  that  a  their  rights,  their  privileges,  and 
fi nnl  Hop  would  be  put  to  thofe  their  liberty.  The  whole  world 
various  a£ls  of  tyranny,  which  his  knows  the  sera  when  this  brilliant 
fulijects  had  in  every  quarter  of  event  (hone  forth;  the  multiplied 
tns  globe  experienced  on  the  par:     a:id  unfuccefsful  efforts  made  by 
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the  Americans  to  be  reinttated  in  Majeily  was  unJer  no  obligation 
the  bofom  of  their  mother  court-  to  treat  fne\  Americans  as  rebels  ; 
try  j  the  difdainfu]  manher'  in  t'oexclude''tht'ra  from  tils  porta. 
which  they  were  fpumed  by  Eng-  and  to  prohibit  them  (rata  all  com- 
land;  and  finally,  the  ait  of  in-  merciaT'Jotercburfs  wit6  his  In- 
dependence, which  was  at  length,  jefta.  '  Not  with  (landing,  his  Ml- 
and  could  'not  but  have  been  the  jelfy  was  Very  ready  to  mackle,  as 
neceffary  refult  of  this  treatment,  much' ai  depended  on  him,  the 
The  war  in  which  the  United  exportation  of  aims  and  military 
States  of  North  America  found  (lores  j  and' gave  the  moll  j)ofi:ivL- 
themfelves  involved,  with  regard  affurance,"  not  only  that  he  woufd 
to  England,  neceffarily  compelled  not  'protect"  this  (pecies'of  com- 
them  to  explore  the'  means  of  me  rot,  biit  that  he  would  alfo  al- 
forming  connections  with  the  other  low  Enefiod  free  permiflioh  to 
powers,  of  Europe,  and  of  opening  ftop  thole.  6F  his  fubjjfls  who 
a  direct  commerce  with  '  them,  mould  be  detei  in  carrying  on 
His  Majefly  would  have  neglected  fuch  ilJi'ctt  traffic,  obferving  only 
the  molt  effencial  interefls  of  hjs  the  faith  or" '.treaties,  ar.d  the  fatti 
kingdom,  were  he  to  have  refuted  and  the  ufa^es  of  the  lea.  "ifis 
the  Americans. admiifion  into  his  Majeily  went  f  fur: her :  he  was 
ports,  or  thai  participation  if  '  fcrupolouilly .'.  exact  in  oblefifirg 
commercial  advantages  which  "ia  every  comm'erci«l  'ftipnlation^fm  " 
«njoye3  by  every  other  ration.  the  treaty  of  Utrechty  aTthongJi  it 
This  conduct,  fo  much  the  re-  was  daily  violated1  by  the  Court  of 
fultof  juftice  and  ofwifddm,  wn  London,  and  England,  atiheVerv 
adopted  by  far  the  greater  [part  of  time,  had  r*fnfed  to  ratify  It  iti 
the  commercial  Hates  of  Europe  ;  all  its  parts.  As  a  cohfequence 
yet  it  gave  occafion  to  the'Cuurt  of  the  amicable  part  thus  taken  by 
of  London,  to  prefer  her  repre-  Vis  Majeily,  he  interdicted  Ab  ■ 
fentations,  and  give  vent  to  all  American  priv  a  recti  from  arming 
the  bittemefs  of  complaint.  She  in  his  ports ;  he  would  njtitSer 
imagined,  no  doubt,  that  lie  had  fuffer  them  to  fell  their  prizes, 
but  to  employ  her  ufual  ilyle  of  nor  to  remain  one  nontent  longer 
luughtincis  and  ambition,  to  ob-  in  the  ports  of  Prance,  than  frj» 
tain  of  France  an  unbounded  de-  confident  with  the  ftipularrohs'  df 
ference  to  her  will.  But,  to  the  the  above',  treaty.  Hrs  Klajfcfty  : 
moll  unrealizable  proportions,  and  .ftrictly  enjoined  his  fubjects  not  to 
the  molt  intemperate  meafurej,  purchale  I'urfi  prises  ;  and  in  cafe 
his  Majeliy  oppofed  notliing  but  of  difobediebce  (hey  were .'tbrelk 
the  calmncfs  of  jullioe,  and  the  tened  with  con  filiation.  There" 
modci  ation  of  rcafon.  His  Ma-  ac1'.  on  the  part  of  his  Majelrf, 
j-Jty  gave  the  King  of  England  had  the  defired  'effect.  But  all 
plainly  to  untlerlland,  that  he  ihefe  actvdiilingii'iflied  as  well  Vy 
neither  was,  nor  did  he  pretend  their  condefccntioii,  at  by  fhiii 
in  he,  a  judge  of  the  difputes  with  drift  adherence  to  the  fpirit  and 
his  colonics ;  much  left  would  it  letter  of  a  treaty,  which  Tii*  M»- 
Lscome  his  Mnjeity  to  avenge  his  jelly,  (had  he  been  fo  dirpoled) 
quarrel :  that  in  canleijiience  his  might  have  considered  at  nori- 
[B  t]  +     ■  exrftiirg1; 
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exifting;  all  thefe   acts  were  far  rope  as  in  America,    in  the  moft 

from  fatisfying  the  Court  of  Lon-  marked  and  chara&eriftic  ftyle  of 

don.    That  Court  affected  to  con-  infult. 

fider  his  Majefty  as  refponfible  for  If  his  Majefty  had  been  left  at* 
•11  tranfgreffions,  although  the  tentive  to  the  facred  rights  of  ha- 
lting of  England,  notwithstanding  manity  ;  if  he  had  been  more  ]pro- 
a  Tolemn  act  of  parliament,  could  digal  of  the  blood  of  his  fubjects : 
not  himfelf  prevent  his  own  mer-  in  fhort,  if,  inflcad  of  following 
chants  from  furnifhing  the  North  the  benevolent  impulfe  of  his  na- 
American  colonies  with  merchan-  ture,  he  had  fought  to  avenge 
dize  and  even  military  (lores.  wounded   honour,   he    could   not 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  the  have  hefitated  a  moment  Co  make 
refufal  of  yielding  to  the  afluming  ufe  of  reprifals,  and  to  rej>el  thofe 
demands,  and  arbitrary  preten-  infults  which  had  been  offered  to 
lions  of  England,  would  mortify  his  dignity,  by  the  force  Of  his 
the  felf-fufficiency  of  that  Power,  arms.  But  his  Majefty  fHfled  even 
and  revive  its  ancient  animofity  to  his  juft  refentments.  He  Was  de- 
France.  She  was  the  more  irri-  firous  that  the  meafufe  6f  his 
tated  from  her  having  begun  to  goodnefs  might  overflow,  becauTe 
experience  fome  checks  in  A  me-  he  ftill  retained  foch  an  opinion 
rica,  which  prognosticated  to  her  of  his  enemies  as  to  expeft,  they 
the  irrevocable  reparation  of  her  would  yield  that  to  moderation 
colonies ;  and  from  forefeeing  the  and  amicable  adjuftment  on  his 
inevitable  calamities  and  lofTes  part,  which  their  own  interefb  re- 
following  fuch  a  feparation  ;  and  quired  of  them, 
obferving  France  profiting  by  that  It  was  thefe  confederations  which 
commerce,  which  fhe,  with  an  in-  moved  his  Majefty  to  detail  the 
con  fid  era  te  hand,  had  thrown  whole  of  his  complaints  to  the 
away,  and  adopting  every  means  Court  of  London.  TThis  detail 
to  render  her  flag  refpe&able.  was  accompanied  with  the  moft  fe- 

Thefe  are  the  combined  caufes  rious  reprefentations,  his  Majefty 
which  have  increafed  the  defpair  of  being  defirous  that  the  King  of 
the  Court  of  London,  and  have  England  mould  not  be  left  in  any- 
led  her  to  cover  the  feas  with  her  uncertainty,  as  to  his  Majefty's 
jprivateers,  furnifhed  with  letters  actual  determination  to  'maintain 
of  marque  conceived  in  the  moft  '  his  own  dignity  inviolate  ;  to  pro- 
offenfive  terms ;  to  violate  without  tect  the  rights  and  interefts  of  his 
fcruple  the  faith  of  treaties,  to  fubjects ;  and  to  render  his  flag 
harrafs,  under  the  moft  frivolous  refpectable.  But  the  Court  of 
and  abfurd  pretences,  the  trade  London  affected  to  obferve  an  of- 
and  navigation  of  his  Majefty 's  fenfive  iilence  on  every  grievance 
fubjects ;  to  afTume  to  herfelf  a  reprefented  by  his  Majefty's  Am* 
tyrannical  empire  of  the  fea ;  to  baflador;  and  when  it  was  deter* 
prefcribe  unknown  and  inadmif-  mined  to  vouchfafe  an  anfwer,  it 
fible  laws  and  regulations ;  to  in-  was  an  eafy  matter  to  deny  the 
fult  on  many  occafioins  his  Ma-  beft  authenticated  facts;  to  ad- 
jefty's  flag ;  in  fhort,  to  infringe  vance  principles  contrary  to  the 
on  his  territories,  as  well  in  Eu-  law  of  nations,  to  poihiVe  treaties, 

IB 
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to  marine  dfage ;  and  to  encourage  whicn  life  o^cd  to  hWbHelf,  to  ttb- 
judgments    without  jafHc*,    and  tff>  to  the  King  of  EnjgUrml  the 
confiscations  without  mercy,    not  aHianfce  ,he  had  former!  #fth  t$£ 
leaving  the  injured  even  the  means  Uiiftfed  States.     Nothing  totalc*  oe 
of  appeal.     At  the  fame  time  that  more  fimrjle  Or  left  dfchfiVfr  than 
the  Court  of  London  pat  the  nrb-  the  ftefctipt  delivered  by  hb'JMffc- 
deration  and  forbearance  of  the  jetty's  AmtwBMor  to  roe  ftrftttk 
King  to  the  fevereft  trial,  in  the  Minrfter,    But  the  Crjuticrl  of  Sfc. 
ports  of  England  there  were  pre-  JJuttfesVwere  not .feFthis  tijfofibilj 
parations  making  and  armaments  *ffd  the  King  of  fin^antf,  iftfcr 
equipping,  which  couM  not  have  ^avTrijp  firll  broken  Vht  Jttkcfet  oV 
America  for  their  objeft;  the  de-  "  rewmrff  HsAmb^a^br,  a^oll^ 
fign   was   too  determinate  to  be  ced  to  Ms  Parliament  t&e  Dfcda- 
miftaken.      His  Majefty,   there-  ration  of  his  Majesty,  is  in  m&bt 
fore,  found  it  indifpe'trfible  to  make  hottftiiy^  as«a  irbrmm^ftho  |MiM^ 
fuch  difpofitioirs  oh  his  part,  as  tated  aggreffion.    it  would  be  ti- 
might  be  fiafficient  to  prevent  die.  faking  crednttty  to  fbpbbie it  cafe 
evil  defigns  of  his  enemy,  at  the  be  fcefieved,  that  n&  m^HBtfi4^ 
fame  time  provide  againft  depre-  Cognition  of  tte  intfepenctente  of 
datiohs  and  infolts  fimilar  to  thofe  the  *  Thirteen  United    States  *ff 
committed  in  17*5*  America,  4b0ald  of  it&lf  hare'  h 
In  this  ftate  of  things  his  Ma-  trritatcH'the  Xinfe  of  EWrlitwf; 
jefty,   who  had  hitherto  rejected  that   Prince,  wifflftdt   doubt,  \ 
the^  overtures  of  the  United  States  weft  adaoidnted  1*1$  alt  tfcdfe  hf- 
of  North  America,  (and  that  hi  ftances  of  thr  kind  wWck  trot  onfy 
contradiction  to  his  moft  preffing  the  Britffti  annah,  but  his  ow* 
interefts)   now  perceived  that  he  reign,  can  furnim.    His  refent- 
had  not  a  moment  to  lofe  in  con-  nrent  is  founded  on  another  pan- 
el uding  a  treaty  with  them.  Their  cipfe.    The  French  treaty  defeat* 
independence  had   been  declared  fed  and  rendered  nfeiefs  the  ptatj* 
and  eftabliftied  ;    England  herielf  formed  at  London  for  die  fbttdeit 
had  in  fome  fort  recognised  thtt  and  precariotis  coalition  that  wA 
independence,  by  permitting  the  about  to  be  formed  with  AnteHca*, 
exigence   of  acts  which    carried  and  it  baffled  thofe  ftferet  tifojffeAs  . 
every  implication  of  fovereignty.  adopted  by  his  Britannic  Majefty  ■* 
Had  it  been  the  intention  of  his  tor  that  purpofe.    The  real  caore 
Majefty  to  deceive  England,  and  of  that  extreme  'animofity  Which  . 
to  adopt  meafures  for  the  purpofe  the  King  of  Engtarrd  has  nTanifeft- 
of   covering    the    deception,    ho  ed,  and  which  he  has  commnnt- 
might  have  drawn  the  veil  of  fe-  trated  to  his  Parliament,  was  the 
crefy  over  his  engagements  with  not  being  able  to  regain  America, 
his  now  allies ;  but  the  principles  and  turn  her  arms  againft  Frahce. 
of  juftice,  which  have  ever  directed  A  conduct  thus  extraordinary, 
his  Majefty,  and  his  fincere  defire  taught  his  Majefty  what  he  hid  tt> 
of  preferving  peace,  were  decifive  txpect  from  the  Court  6f  London's, 
inducements  for  him  to  purfue  a  and,  even  had  there  remained  a  - 
conduct  more  generous  and  noble:  poffibility  of  doubt,  the  immenffe 
his  Majefty  concci?e4  it  a  dncy  preparations  carrying  t>n  in  thb 

different 
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different   ports   of  England  with  withftanding     the    overtures     ke 

redoubled    vigour,     would    have  made,  he  left  the  King,  his  ne- 

cleared  up  the  doubt.     Meafures  phew,  entirely  at  liberty  to  a&  as 

fo     manifeflly     di  reded      again  ft  he  thought  proper ;  yet  his  Ma* 

France,  had  the  effect  of  impofing  jelly  not  only  con  fen  ted  to  the  me* 

a  law  on  his  Majeily  ;  he  put  him-  diation,  but  he  immediately  coun- 

felf  in  a  condition  to  repel  force  by  termanded  the  failing  of  the  Breft 

force  ;  it  was  with  this  view  that  fleet,  and  he  agreed  to  communi- 

hc  hailened  the  equipment  of  his  catc  his  conditions  of  peace  the 

armaments,  and  that  he  difpatched  moment  that  England  mould  ex- 

a  fquadron  to  America  under  the  prefs,  in  pofnive  terms,  a  defire  of 

command  of  Compte  d'Eftaing.  reconciliation,  in  which  the  United 

It  is  notorious  that  the  arma-  States  of  North  America  were  to 
ments  of  France  were  in  a  condi-  be  comprehended,  France  by  no 
tion  to  a&  pfFenfively,  long  before  means  entertaining  an  idea  of  a- 
thofe  of  England  were  prepared,  bandoning  them  :  there  could  not 
It  was  in  his  Majefty's  power  to  furely  be  any  thing  more  conform- 
nave  made  a  fudden  and  a  molt  able  to  the  oftenfible  wills es  of  the 
fenfible  impreffion  on  England.  Court  of  London,  than  this  pro* 
The  King  was  avowedly  engaged  pofal.  His  Catholic  Majeily  loft 
in  the  enterprize,  and  his  plans  not  a  moment  to  difcufs  the  bufi- 
were  on  the  point  of  being  carried  nefs  with  the  King  of  England 
into  execution,  when  the  bare  and  his  Minifter  ;  but  it  was 
whifper  of  peace  flayed  his  hand,  quickly  difcovered  by  the  Court  of 
and  fufpcnded  their  execution.  Madrid,  that  the  Englifh  Minif- 
His  Catholic  Majeily  imparted  to  ters  were  not  fincere  in  their  over- 
the  King  the  defire  of  the  Court  tures  for  peace.  The  Britiih  Mi- 
of  London  to  avail  herfclf  of  the  nifter  talked  exprefsly  of  his  Ma- 
mediation  of  Spain  on  the  fubjedt  jefty  withdrawing  the  Refcript 
of  conciliation.  But  his  Catholic  which  had  been  delivered  by  his 
Majeily  would  not  engage  to  att  Arubaffador  on  the  13th  of  March, 
as  mediator  without  a  previous  1778,  as  a  preliminary  and  abfo- 
aflurance  of  his  good  offices  be-  lutely  necefTary  llep  to  reconcilia- 
ing  unequivocally  accepted,  in  a  tion.  Such  an  an fwer  was  injurious 
cate  wliere  he  interpofed  without  to  Spain  as  well  as  to  France  ;  and 
being  made  acquainted,  with  the  it  developed  the  hoflile  intentions 
principal  objects,  which  were  to  of  England,  in  the  cleared  point 
ferve  as  the  bails  of  the  negocia-  of  view.  Both,,  monarchs  viewed 
tion.  each  other  with  amazement;  and 

The  King  received  the  overture  although  his  Majeily  (always  ani- 
with  a  fatisfa&ion  proportioned  to  mated  with  the  love  of  peace)  left 
the  wifh  he  had  uniformly  expref-  the  Catholic  King  to  adl  as  he 
fed  for  the  continuance  of  peace,  thought  moil  prudent  with  refpect 
Notwithstanding  the  King  of  to  continuing  his  mediation,  yet 
Spain  had  profefTed  it  to  be  a  he  judged  it  expedient  to  corn- 
matter  of  perfect  indifference  to  mand  his  Charge  des  Affaires  at 
Jiim,  whether  his  mediation  was  London,  to  obierve  a  profound 
accepted  or  not ;    and  that  not-  iiience  on  the  fubjecl. 

The 
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The  hope  of  peace  continued/  dared  to  accufe.  France  publicly  of 

however,  to  flatter  the  difpofuion  being  the  aggreflbr,^  after,  three  of 

of  his  Majefty,   until    the  fleets  his  Majefty*s  vefiels  had  been  cap* 

commanded  by  the  Admirals  Kep-  tured  by  the  Englifh  fleet;  and 

pel  and  Byron  failed  out  of  port,  fhe  felt  that  fhe  would  have  ample 

Then  it  was,  that  the  veil  of  de-  caufe  to  blu(hx  when  thjp  execution 

ception  which  had  ferved  to  cover  pf  'thofe  orders  fhe  had  fenjt  clan- 

jthe  real  intentions  of  the  Court  of  deftinely    to   India    fhould   hay* 

London,  was  rent  afunder.    It  was  opened  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  ty 

no  longer  poflible  to  place  confix  the  degree  of  reliance  which  can 

deoce  in  her  infidious  profeffions,  be  placed  in  her  pacjjic  profeffions* 

nor  could  the  aggreflive  defign  of  and   fhould  have,  enabled  every  v. 

England  be  any.  longer  doubted,  power  in  it  to  determine,  to  which 

The   face   of  things  being  thus  of  the  two  powers,  France  or  Erigr 

changed,  his  Majefty  found  him-  land,  the  term  >ot  fdrjutiftys  mo& 

felf  obliged  to  make  an  alteration  properly  applies,  an  epffbet  which 

in   thofe  meafures  he  had  previ-  the    Englifh  ,  Mini&er   )ofjc$    no  • 

oufly  adopted,  for  the  fecuricy  of  opportunity   of    be&owing    upon 

his  pofTeflions,  and  to  preferve  the  France. 

commerce  of  his   fubje&s.     The  ■;    As  to  the  King,  if \  he;  has  de* 

event  will  very  foon  demonftrate  ferred  notifying  ta:th&. world  the 

his  Majefty's  forefight  to  have  been  multiplied  injuries Ve.Eas  fsftainec, 

juft.     The  world  can  witnefs  in  from  the  Court  of;  t^qon  ;  if  lie 

what  manner  his  Majefty's  frigate  has  delayed  demonftritiag  the.  abr 

the  Belle  Poule  was  attacked  by  an  folute  neceflhy  of  .hUlnaglng  re* 

Englifh   frigate,   within   view  of  courfe  to  arms ;  foch  a  procrafti- 

the    coaft    of   France,    nor  is  it  nation  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty, 

lefs  notorious  that  two  other  fri-  has  been  owing  to  a,  fond  hope 

gates,  and  a  fmaller  vefTel,  were  that  the  Engljifh  Mini&er  would  at 

furpriled  and  carried  into  the  ports  lafl  recollect  himfelf,  and,  that  ej- 

pf  England.     The  departure  of  ther  juftice,  or  the  more  critical 

the  fleet  under  Compte  d'Orvilliers  fit  nation  into  which,  he  has  plunged 

became   absolutely    necefTary,    to  his  country,  would  have  prevailed 

fruitrate  the  defign s  of  the  ene-  on  him  to  change  his  CQndnct. 
mies  of  bis  Majefty's  Crown,  and        This    hope   appeared   to  have 

to  revenge  the  infults  his  flag  had  been  the  better  founded,  as   the 

riceived.    Providence  difpofed  the  Englifh  Minifter  was  continually 

triumph  in  favour  of  his  Majefty's  difpatching  his  emiflfaries  to  found 

arms  :    Compte  d'Orvilliers,  after  his  Majefty's  difpofitibns,  at  the 

being    attacked    by   the    Englifh  very  time  the  King  of  Spain  waa 

fleet,  forced  them  to  retreat  with  negociating  with  him  for  pea.ee. 

confiderable  damage.  His  Majefty,  fo  far  from  belying 

Since  that  period  hoftilities  have  thofe  fentiments  which  he  had  al- 

been  continued  without  any  decla-  ways  exprefTed,  liftened  with  ca- 

iation  of  war.  The  Court  of  Lon-  gernefs  to  the  advice  of  the  King 

don  has  not  declared  it,   becaufe  his  uncle ;  and,   to.  convince  that 

{he  would  be  wanting  in  reafons  to  Prince  of  his  perfevering  fincerity, 

juilify  her  conduft.     Nor  has  fhe  his  Majefty  entruftcd  bim,  without 

rcferve 
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teferve,  with  thofe  very  moderate  tores,  his  Catholic  Majefty  dif- 
conditions,  on  which  his  Majefty  patched  his  'plan  to  the  Court  of 
Would  moll  gladly  have  laid  down  London.  Be  fides  the  time  limited 
his  arms.  for    the    fufpenfion    of  hoftilitie* 

The  Catholic  King  com  muni-  (during  which  the  United  Siatea 
tated  to  the  Court  of  London  the  were  to  be  confidered  at  indeperi- 
afTurancts  he  had  received  from  dent  defa&oj  his  Catholic  Majef* 
his  Majefty,  and  he  urged  that  ty  took  it  on  himfelf  to  propofc, 
Court  to  perfect  the  reconciliation  relative  to  America,  that  each 
which  fhe  had  long  fo  earneftly  af-  party  mould  have  the  pofieffion  of 
fcfted  to  defire.  But  the  Englifli  what  they  occupied  at  the  time  of 
Minifter,  although conftantly  feign-  figning  the  treaty  of  fufpenfion, 
ing  a  defire  of  peace,  never  re-  guaranteed  to  them*  Such  infinite 
turned  an  ingenuous  anfwer  to  the  pains  did  the  King  of  Spain  take 
King  of  Spain,  but  was  perpetu-  to  flop  the  efFunon  of  huma* 
ally  infulting   his   Catholic   Ma-    blood ! 

jetty,  with  a  tender  of  inadmiflible  There  is  not  a  doubt  but  that 
propofitions,  'quite  foreign  to  the  thefe  conditions  muft  appear,  to 
fubjedt  of  difpute..  every  well-judging  perfon,  fuch  at 

It  was  now  clear  from  the  mod    would  have  been  accepted  ;  they 
indifputable  evidence,  that  Eng-    were,   however,  formally  rejected 
land  did  not  wifh  for  peace,  and    by  the  Court  of  London,  nor  ha* 
that  fhe  negociated  for  no  other    that  Court  (hewn  any  difpofitiom 
purpofe  but  to  gain   time  to  make    to  peace,    unlefs   on   the    abfnrd 
the  necefTary  preparations  for  war.    condition  that  his  Majefty  (houhi 
The  King  of  Spain  was  perfectly    abandon  the  Americans,  and  leave 
fenfible  of  this  truth  ;  nor  was  he    them  to  themfelves. 
lefs  fenfible  how  much  his  own        After  this  aflli&ing  declaration, 
dignity  was  committed ;   yet   his    the  continuation  of  the  war  is  be* 
heart  anticipated  the  calamities  of    come  inevitable  ;     and  therefore  ' 
war,  and  he  forgot  his  own  wrongs    his  Majefty  hat  invited  the  Catho* 
in  his  anxious  wifh  for  peace.    He    lie  King  to  join  him  in  virtue  of 
even  fuggefted  a   new   plan  of  a    their  reciprocal  engagements,   to 
ce  flat  ion   of  arms   for  a  term  of   avenge  their    refpc&ive   injuries, 
years.     This  plan   was    perfectly    and  to  put  an  end  to  that  tyranni- 
agreeable  to  his  Majefty,  on  con-    cal   empire    which   England   has 
dition   that  the  United  States  of    ufurped  and  pretends  to  maintain 
America  fhould  be   comprifed  in    upon  the  ocean, 
the  propofal,  and  that  during  the        This  fuccinft  expofure  of.  the 
truce,  they   fhould    be  treated  as    political  views,  and  the  progreffiv* 
independent.     To  render  it  more    feries  of  events  which  have  occa- 
ea/y  for  the  King  of  England  to    fioned  the  prefent  rupture  between 
iubferibe  to  this  effehtial  ftipula-     the  Courts  of  Veriailles  and  Lon- 
tion,  his  Majefty  confented    that    don,   will   enable    all  Europe    to 
he  fhould  either  treat  immediately    draw  a  parallel  between  the  con* 
•vith    Congrefs,    or   through    the    dudl  of  his  Majefty,  and  that  of 
mediation  of  the  King  of  Spain.       the  King  of  England  ;  to  render 
In  confequence  of  thefe  over-    juftice  to  the  purity  and  dire&nefs 

5  ,*£ 
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of    intention,  which   during  th«  of  all  nationi ,  Will  never  regard 

whole  of  the  ditpute  has  cha/afte-  profcfEons ;    and-  it  is    from   tba 

riled  hit  Majefty  ;  and  Anally,  all  anions  of  Princes,  that  Aty  ought 

Europe  will  be  enabled   by  tbi*  to  jndge  of  the  motives'  of  (Bejf 

publication  to  judge,  which  of  tbs  conducT(«pd  thefentinie^ttpftlydf 

two  Sovereigns  it  the  real  author  hearts.    . 

of    the  war    which  affiiAt    their        When  the  King  afcended    the 

kingdoms;  and  which  of  the  two  throne,  be  enjoyed  the  fuccefs  of 

potentate!  will  be  anfwerablc  at  hjj  armi  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 

the  tribunal  pf  Heaven,  for  that  wwU !     His   moderation    re-efta- 

trawi  of  calamities  ocfajtonarl  by  blVhpd  public  tranquillity,  at  the 

the  war!  fam*  'MM  that  he  fupported  with 

Petit,  1770.  Erm.nefj  "the  glory  of  his  crown, 
autbtritj. 


Pubiijbid  fy  mtbtrifj.  Sftd  procured  the  moll  folid  ad< 

figtf  to  his  people.     Experience 

—                                                   ■  baa  taught  him  how  bitter  and  af- 

r^Ju*TiF*i»cM«iiO»iAL'^  MWflg  5«n  the  fruits  of  victory. 

tbt  King  tf  G*e*t  Britain,   *V  »»J  «d  *dw  much  wars,  whether 

JtfwtettxExrOitTtpit.Mf,  happy  pt  unfuccefsful,    exhauft  a 

•r-/fe.C<i«r/*'Frt»M.  Me-ple  without  aggrand.zing  their  ■ 

rryicei,      His  actions  proved  to 

XHE  ambition  of  a  power,  jb*  world,  that  he  knew  the  value 
ever  a  foe  to  public  iran-  0/  peace,  and  it  was  at  leaft  to  bf  ■ 
iv,  hath  at  length  obliged  wefnmed,  that  that  reafou  which 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  em?  had  enlightened  him  to  difcern 
ploy  the  Qrengri  which  God  and  the  inevitable  calamities  of  war,  ' 
his  people  have  confided  to  him,  and  the  dangerous  vanity  of  coo- 
in  a  jurt  and  lawful  war,— It  is  in  quell,  iofpired  him  with  the  fincere 
vain  that  France  endeavours  to  juf-  and  un/haken  rcfoliyioii  pf  main- 
til;',  or  rather  difguife,  in  the  eyei  taioi  ng  the  public  repofe,  of  which 
of  Europe,  by  her  laft  Manifefto,  he  was  himfelf  the  author  and 
the  politics  which  feem  to  be  die-  guarantee.  Thtfe  principles  were* 
tated  by  pride  and  cunning,  but  the  foundations  of  tha.t  conduct 
which  cannot  be  reconciled  with  which  bit  Majefty  held  invariably 
the  truth  of  fads,  and  the  right!  for  the  fifteen  years  which  follow- 
of  nations.  That  equity,  mode-  ed  the  peace  concluded  at  Paris  in 
ration,  and  love  of  peace,  which  1763;  that  happy  sera  of  quiet 
have  always  regulated  the  fteps  of  and  happinefi,  will  be  preferyed' 
the  King,  now  engage  him  to  for  a  long;  time,  by  the  recpljecr 
fubmit  the  conduft  of  himfelf  and  tion,  perhaps  the  regret,  of  the 
his  enemies,  to  the  judgment  of  a  European  nations.  The  inftracr 
free  and  resectable  tribunal,  which  tions  of  the  King  to  all  his  Am- 
will  pronounce,  without  fear  or  balTadorj,  wtte  imprej&d  with  thf 
flattery,  the  decree  of  Europe  to  mailtsof  hischaiafler  and  maxims, 
the  prefent  age,  and  to  polterity.  He  recommended  it  to  theo),  aa 
This  tribunal,  com  po  fed  of  the  the  moft  important  part  of  their 
uaderftanding  and  difintereited  men  duty,  to  liften,  with  the  moft  (cm. 

*  Although  this  Memorial  has  not  been -formally  avowed,  its  authenticity 

ii  not  doubted.                                  ■  .                                            - 
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pulous  attention,  to  the  com- 
plaints and  reprefentations  of  the 
powers,  his  neighbours  or  allies ; 
to  flifie  in  the  beginning,  all 
grounds  of  quarrel  that  might  em- 


The  often  five  Declaration  whicft 
the  Marquis  de  Noailles  was  or* 
dered  to  make  to  the  Court  of 
London,  on  the  13th  of  March, 
in   the  la  ft  year,   authorized    his 


bitter  or   alienate    the   minds    of    Majefty  to  repel,  by  force  of  arms, 
men  ;  to  turn  afide  the  fcourge  of    the  unheard-of  infult  that  was  of- 


war,  by  every  expedient  compa- 
tible with  the  dignity  of  the  Sove- 
reign of  a  refpectable  nation  ;  and 
to  mfpire  all  people  with  a  juft 
confidence  on  the  political  fyftem 
of  a  Court  which  detefted  war, 
without  fearing  it ;  which  em- 
ployed no  other  means  than  thofe 
of  reafon  and  fincerity,  and  which 
had  no  other  object,  but  the  ge- 


fered  to  the  honour  of  his  crown  % 
and  the  King  remembered,  on  that 
important  occafion,  what  he  owed 
his  fubjects  and  himfelf.  The 
fame  fpirit  of  impofture  and  am-* 
bition  continued  to  reign  in  the 
councils  of  France. — Spain,  who 
has,  more  than  once,  repented 
having  neglected  her  true  interefts, 
to   follow   blindly    the  deftructivt 


neral  tranquillity.    In  the  midft  of    projects  of  the  elder  branch  of  the 
this  calm,  the  fir  ft  fparks  of  dif-     Houfe  of  Bourbon,  was  engaged 


/ 


cord  were  kindled  in  America. 
The  intrigues  of  a  few  bold  and 
criminal  leaders,  who  abufed  the 
credulous  iimplieity  of  their  coun- 
trymen, infenfibly  feduced  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Englifti  Colo- 
nies to  raife  the  ftandard  of  revolt 
againft  the  Mother  Country,  to 
which  they  were  indebted  for  their 
exiftence  and  their  happinefs.  The 
Court  of  Versailles  eafily  forgot 
the  faith  of  treaties,  the  duties  of 
allies,  and  the  right  of  Sovereigns, 
to  endeavour  to  profit  of  circum- 
ltances,  which  appeared  favourable 
to  its  ambitious  defigns.  It  did 
not  blulh  to  debafe  its  dignity,  by 
the  fecret  connections  it  formed 
with  rebellious  fubjects ;  and  after 
having  exhaufted  all  the  fhamefui 


to  change  the  part  of  mediator,  for 
that  of  enemy  of  Great  Britain* 
The  calamities  of  war  are  multi- 
plied, but  the  Court  of  Verfailles 
hath,  hitherto,  nothing  to  boaft  of 
the  fuccefs  of  its  military  opera- 
tions ;  and  Europe  knows  well 
how  to  rate  thofe  naval  victories, 
which  exiit  no  where  but  in  the 
Gazettes  and  Manifeftos  of  pre- 
tended conquerors. 

Since  war  and  peace  impofe  on 
nations  duties  entirely  different, 
and  even  oppofite,  it  is  indifpen- 
fibly  neceffary  to  diftinguim,  irt 
reafon ing  as  well  as  in  conduct, 
the  two  conditions :  but  in  the  laft 
Manifefto,  publifhed  by  France, 
thefe  two  conditions  are  perpetu- 
ally confounded  :  fhe  pretends  to 
refources  of  perfidy  and  diflimula-  jultify  her  conduct  in  making  the 
tion,  it  dared  to  avow,  in  the  face  beft,  by  turns,  nay,  aim  oft  at  the 
of  Europe  (full  of  indignation  at  fame  time,  of  thofe  rights  which 
its  conduct)  the  folemn  treaty  an  enemy  only  is  permitted  to 
which  the  Minifters  of  the  Molt  claim,  and  of  thofe  maxims  which 
Chriftian  King  had  figned  with  regulate  the  obligations  and  pro- 
the    dark   agents   of  the   Englifii     cedure  of  national  friendship.  The 


\ 


Colonies,  who  founded  their  pre- 
tended independence  on  nothing 
but  the  daringnsfs  of  their  revolt. 


fincffe  of  the  Court  of  Verfailles* 
in  blending  inceflantly  two  fup- 
pcfaions,  which,  have  no  connect 

turn, 
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tion,  is  the  natural  confequence 
of  a  falfe  and  treacherous  policy, 
which  cannot  bear  the  light  of  the 
day.  The  fentiments  and  conduct 
of  the  King  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  mod  fevere  fcrutiny ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  invites  it  to 
diftinguifh  clearly  what  his  ene- 
mies have  confounded  with  fo 
much  artifice.  Juftice  alone  can 
fpeak,  without  fear,  the  language 
of  reafon  and  truth. 

The  full  j unification  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  the  indelible  condemn- 
ation of  France,  may  be  reduced 
to  the  proof  of  two  fimple,  and 
almoft  felf-evident  principles.— 
Fir  ft,  That  a  profound,  permanent, 
and,  on  the  part  of  England,  a 
fin  cere  and  true  peace,  fubfifted 
between  the  two  nations,  when 
France  formed  connections  with 
the  revolted  Colonies,  fecret  at 
fir  ft,  but  afterwards  public  and 
avowed.— Second,  That  accerding 
to  the  bed  acknowledged  maxims, 
of  the  rights  of  nation  j,  and  even 
according  to  the  tenor  of  treaties 
actually  fubfifting  between  the  two 
crowns,   thefe   connections   might 


and  the  .moft  pacific  difpofitiott 
which  it  received,  from  -hit  Britao~ 
nic  Majefty,  and  which  were  oftm 
renewed  by  the    intervention  «  of 
Ambafiadors.  to  the  two  Courts, 
during  fou,r  years,  until  the  fatal 
and  decifive  moment  of ^  the  De- 
claration of  the  Marquis  do  Noail* 
les.    The  queftion, .  then,  -if  to 
prove,    that   during  -this    happjr 
time  of  general  tranquillity,  Mg-> 
land  concealed  a  fecijpt  war  wider 
the  appearance  of  peace  $  and  that 
her  unjuft  and  arbitrary  .procedora 
was  carried  to  fuck  a  pitch,  at  to 
render  lawful,    on  the;  part  of' 
France,  the  boldeft  fteps, .  which 
are  permiflable  only  in  a,  declared 
enemy.     To  attain   this  objed* 
griefs  clearly  articulated  and  foiidly 
eftablilhed,  (hould  be  produced  he-  t 
fore  the  tribanal  of  Europe.    Thisj  ' 
great  tribunal  wHl  require  format, 
and,  perhaps,  repeated,  proofs  of 
the  injury,  of  *he -complaint;  of 
a  refuial  or  competent  fatisfa&ioav 
and  of  a  proteftation  of  the  injured 
party,  that  it  held  itfelf  highly  of- 
fended by  fuch  refufal,  and  that  jt 
fhonld  look  upon  itfelf  hereafter  at 


be   regarded   as   an  infraction  of    releafed  from  the  duties  of  friend* 


the  peace  ;  and  the  public  avowal 
of  thefe  connections  was  equivalent 
to  a  declaration  of  war  on  the  part 
of  the  Moft  Chriflian  King.— This 
is,  perhaps,  the  fir  ft  time  thatare- 
fpectable  nation  had  an  occafion  to 
prove  two  truths,  fo  inconteftible, 
the  memory  of  which  is  already 
acknowledged  by  every  difintereft- 
ed  and  prejudiced  perfon. 

"  When  Providence  called  the 
King  to  the  throne,  France  enjoy- 
ed a  moft  profound  peace."  Thefe 
are  the  expreflions  of  the  laft  Ma- 
nifefto  of  the  Court  of  Ver  fail  les, 
which  cafily  remembers  the  folemn 
aflurances  of  a  fin  cere  friend  fhip, 


fhip,  and  the  bonds  of  treaties. 
Thofe  nations  which:  *efpe&  that 
fanctity  of  oaths,  and  the  advan-< 
rages  of  peace  are  the  flowed  to 
catch  hold  of  opportunities  which . 
feem  to  difcharge .  them  from  ft 
facfed  and  folemn  obligation  \  and 
it  is  but  with  trembling  that  they 
dare  to  renounce  xhe  friendship  of 
powers,  from  which  they  have  long. 
borne  injuftice  and  infult.  -. 

But  the  Court  of  Yeriailles  hath 
been  either  ignorant  of  thefe  wife 
and  falutary  principles,,  or  it  hath 
defpifed  them;  and*  iniiead  of 
fixing  the  foundations  of  a  juft 
and  legitimate  war,  it  lkat&  con- 
tented 
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rented  itfelf  to  fpreajj  through  eve- 
ry page  of  its  Manifefto,  general 
and  vague  complaints,  exprefTed 
with  exaggerations  in  a  metapho- 
rical ftyle. — It  goes  above  three- 
score years  back  to  accufe  England 
of  her  want  of  care  to  ratify  fome 
commercial  regulations,  fome  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  It 
pre  fumes  to  reproach  the  King's 
minifters  with  ufmg  the  language 
of  haughtinefs  and  ambition,  with- 
out condefcending  to  the  duty  of 
proving  imputations  as  unlikely  as 
they  are  odious.  The  fret  fup- 
pofitions  of  the  ambition,  and  in- 
sincerity of  the  court  of  London, 
are  confefTedly  healed  up,  as  if 
they  feared  to  be  difcriminated  ; 
the  pretended  infults  which  '  the 
commerce,  the  flag,  and  the  terri- 
tories of  France,  have  undergone, 
are  infinuated  in  a  very  obfeure 
manner,  and  at  laft  there  efcapes 
an  avowal  of  the  engagement 
which  the  mod  Chriftian  King 
had  already  made  with  Spain,  "  to 
avenge  their  refpe&ive  wrongs, 
and  put  bounds  to  the  tyrannical 
empire  which  England  had  ufurped, 
and  pretended  to  maintain  over 
every  fea." 

It  is  difficult  to  encounter  phan- 
toms, or  to  aafwer  xlofely  and 
precifely  to  the  language  of  decla- 
mation. The  juft  confidence  of 
the  King,  would  doubtlefs  defire 
to  fubmit  to  the  ftriclefl  examina- 
tion, thofe  vague  complaints,  thofe 
pretended  wrongs,  upon  which  the 
court  of  Verfailles  has  fo  prudent- 
ly avoided  to  explain  itfelf,  with 
that  clearnefs  and  particularity 
which  alone  could  fupport  its  rea- 
fons,  and  excufe  its  conduct.  .Dur- 
ing a  fifteen  years  peace,  the  in- 
terefts  of  two  powerful,  and  per- 
haps jealous,  nations,   which  ap- 


proached in  fo  many  places  in  th,e 
old  and  new  world,  would  inevi- 
tably furnifh  fubjects  of  complaint 
and  difcufljon,  which  a  reciprocal 
moderation    would    always   know 
how  to  fettle,  but  which  are  but 
too  eafily  fharpened  and  impoifon- 
ed  by  the  real  hatred,  or  affected 
fufpicions,  of  a  fecret  an4  ambi- 
tious enemy :  and  the  troubles  of 
America  were  bat  too  apt  to  mul- 
tiply the  hopes,   the  pretexts,  and 
the  uojuft  pretentions  of  France* 
Neverthelefs,    fuch  has   been   the 
ever  uniform,  and  ever  peaceable 
con  duel:  of  the  King  and  his  mini- 
fters,  that  it  hath  often  filenced 
his  enemies ;  and  if  it  may  be  per- 
mitted  to  difcover  the  true  fenfe 
of  thefe  indefinite  and  equivocal 
accufations,  whofe  ftudjed  obfeu- 
rity  betrays  the  features  to  fhame 
and  arti6ce — if  it  may  be  permit- 
ted of  con  te fled  objects  which  have 
no  exiftence,    it   may  be  affirmed 
with  the  boldnefs  of  truth,   that 
feveral  of  thefe  pretended  injuries, 
are  announced  for  the  fir  ft  time, 
in  a  declaration  of  war,  without 
having  been  propofed  to  the  court 
of  London,  at  a  time  when  they 
might  have  been  confidered  with 
the  ferious  and  favourable  atten- 
tion of  friendfhip.     In  refpect  to 
thofe  complaints  which  the  am- 
baffadors  of  his  moft  Chriftian  Ma^ 
jefty  have  communicated  from  time 
to  time  to  the  King's  minifters,  it 
would  be  eafy  to  give,  or  rather 
to  repeat  fatis factory  anfwers,  which 
would  demon ftrate,  to  the  eyes  of 
France  herfelf,  the  King's,  mode- 
ration, his  love  of  juftice,  and  the 
fincerity  of  his  difpofition  to  pre- 
ferve   the  general  tranquillity   of 
Europe.   Thofe  complaints,  which 
the  court  of  Verfailles  may  difpenf? 
with  recollecting,  were  very  rarely 

founded 
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founded  in -truth  and  rcafon ;  and  rope,  on  what  principles  the  poll* 

it  was  mod  generally  found  that  tical  proceedings  of  England  ought 

thofe    perfons   in  Europe,    A  me-  to  be  regulated!     Is  it  likely,  that  • 

rica,  or  on  the  ft  as,  from  whom  whilft  England  employed  her  force* 

an  ill-founded  and  fufpecled  Intel-  to  bring  the  revolted  colonies  of 

Oigence  wa9  derived,  had  not  been  America,  back  to  their  duty,  Old" 

afraid  to  abufe  the  Confidence  of  mould  havechofen  that  mdrntnt  to- 

France,  the  better  to  ferve  her  fe-  irritate  the  inoft  refpe&able  powers 

cret Intentions*  of  Europe,    by  the  injuftice  and 

If  fome  facls,  which  France  en-  violence  of  her  conduct?   Equity 

hanced  as  the  ground  of  her  com-,  hath  always  governed  the  fond* 

plaints,  were  buikonalefs  brittle  men  ts  and  conduct  of  the  King} 

foundation,    the  King's  mini  iters  but  on  this  important'  occafion* 

cleared  them  without  delay,  by  a  his  very  prudence  is  a  warrant  fair 

mod  clear  and  entire  ju  unification  his  Sincerity  and  moderation. 

of  the  motives  and  rights  of  their  Bat  to  eftablifh  clearly  the  padk 

Sovereign,    who   might   punifh  a  fie  fyftem  that  fubfifts  between  th# 

contraband  trade  on  his  coaft,  with-  two  nations,  nothing  more  is  want* 

out  wounding  the  public  repofe  |  ine   than  to  appeal  to  the    verjr 

/and  to  whom  the  law  of  nations  teftimbny  of  the  court  of  Vcr* 

gave  a  lawful  right  to  feisie  all  vef-  failles.    At  the  wery  time  in  which' 

fels  which  carried   arms  or  war*  it  doth  not  blufh  to  place  all  thefi* 

like  ftores  to  his  enemies,  of  re-  pretended  infractions  of  the  public 

Vbellious  fubjects*    The  courts  of  peace,  which  would  have  engaged 

jttftice  were  always  open  to  indivi*  a  Prince  lefs,  fparing  of  his  fob* 

duals  of  all   nations,    and   thofe  je&s  bloody  td  make,  without  he* 

muft  be  very  ignorant  of  the  Bri-  fitatibn,  reprifals,  and  to  repel  in- 

tifh  conftkutionj  who  fuppofe  that  fuit  by  force  of  arms*  the  rainifter 

the  royal  authority  was  capable  to  of  the  moft  Chriftian  King  fpoke  , 

fhut  out  the  means  of  an  appeal*,  the   language   of  confidence  and 

In  the  vaft  and  extended  theatre  of  friendftnp*     Inftead  of  denouncing 

the  operations  of  a  naval  war,  the  any  defign  of  vengeance*  with  that 

mod  attive  vigilance,  and  the  moil  haughty  tone,  which  at  leaft  fparea 

ileady   au'hority,    are    unable    to  injullice  from    the   reproaches  df 

difcover  or  fupprefs  every  diforder;  perfidy     and     diffimulation,     th* 

but  every  time  that  the  court  of  court  of  Verfailles  concealed  the 

Vc:  failles  was  able  to  eflablifti  the  moft  treacherous  conduct  under  the 

truth  of  any  real  injuries  that  its  fmootheft   profeffions.      But  thofe 

fubjetts  had  fuftaincd,  without  the-  very  profeffions  ferve,  at  prefent,. 

knowledge  or  approbation  of  the  to  belie  its  declaration,  and  to  call 

King,  his  Majeily  gave  the  moft.  to   mind   thofe  fentiments  which 

fpeedy  and  effectual  orders  to  flop  ought  to  have  regulated  its  %con* 

an  abufe,  which  injured  his  own  dud.     If  the'  court  of  Verfailles 

dignity,  23  well  as  the  intereft  of  is  unwilling  to  be  accufed  of  a  dif* 

his  neighbours,  who  had  been  in-  Emulation  unworthy  of  its  gran- 

volvcd  in.  the  calamities   of  war*  deur,  it  will  be  forced  to  acknow* 

The  objett  and  importance  of  this  ledge,  that  till  the  moment  that 

war  will   fwfiice   to  (hew  all  Eu-  it    dictated    to    tie   Marquis.de, 

Vol-  XXII.  [C  c]                        :  Noailles, 
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Noailles,  that  declaration,  which  arifon  between  Great  Britain  and 

has  been  received  as  the  iignal  of  her   colonies,    the   court   of  Ver- 

war,  it  did  not  know  any  grounds  failles    applied    itfelf,      with    the 

of  complaint,,  fuflicicntly  real  or  moil  lively  and  determined  ardor, 

important,    to  authorize  a  viola-  to  the  augmentation  of  her  ma- 

tion   of  the  obligations  of  peace,  ring.     The  King  did   not  "  pre- 

and  the  faith  of  treaties,  to  which  tend  to  reign  as  a  tyrant  of  the 

it  had  fworn  in  the  face  of  heaven  Teas,"    but    knows    that,    at    all 

and  earth ;  and  to  difengagc  from  times,  maritime  forces  have  cod- 

that  amity,  to  which,  to  the  lad  flituted  the  glory  and  fafatyofbis 

moment,  it  had  repeated  the  molt  dominions  ;    and   that    they   have 

foiemn  and  lively  ailurances.  often  protected   the  liberty  of  fio- 

Whcn  an  adverfary  is  incapable  rope,  againft  the  ambitious   Hate, 

of  j ufiifying   his   violence  in    the  which  hath  fo  long  laboured  to  fub- 

public  opinion,  or  even  in  his  own  due  it. 

eytt,  by  the  injuries  which  be  pre-  A  fenfe  of  his  dignity,  and  a 
tends  to  have  received,  he  has  re-  jult  knowledge  of  his  duty  and  his 
coorfe  to  the  chimerical  danger  to  i  in  ere  ft,  engaged  his  Majelly  to 
which  his  patience  might  have  watch,  with  an  attentive  eye,  over 
been  expoft'd  ;  and  in  [he  place  of  the  proceedings  of  France,  whofe 
fafts,  of  which  ha  is  totally  un-  dangerous  policy,  without  a  mo- 
provided,  he  endeavours  to  fubfli-  tive,  and  without  an  enemy,  pre- 
tute  a  vain  picture,  which  hath  cipitated  the  building  and  arming 
exillencc  only  in  his  own  imagina-  of  (hips  in  all  her  ports ;  and  which 
tion ,  perhaps  his  own  heart.  The  employed  a  confiderable  pan  of 
minifter  of  the  mull  Chrirtian  her  revenues  in  the  expence  of 
King,  who  feetns  to  have  felt  the  thofe  military  preparations,  the 
weaknefs  of  the  means  they  were  necelfity  or  object  of  which  it  was 
forced  to  employ,  ye:  made  im-  impoffible  ia  declare.  Tn  rhat  con- 
potent  efforts  to  fupport  thofe  juncture  the  King  could  nol 
means,  by  the  moil  odious  and  following  the  counfel  of  h 
unaccountable  fufpici on s,  "  The  dence,  and  the  examplf 
court  of  London  made  prepara-  neighbours.  The  fuccefl 
lions  in  its  ports,  and  armaments,  m 
which  couid  not  have  America  for  a; 

theirobje&-     Their  intention  was,  wonndi       the  refpedti 

confequently,  too  well  determined  to  friendly    powers^ 

for  the  King    to    miftake    them,  declared    publiclyj 

and  from  thence  it  became  their  mem,  that  En 

duty  to  make  fuch  difpofitions,  as  a    refp-c.:   •- 

were  capable   of    preventing    the  The  n»v 

evil  deigns  of  his  enemy,  ire. —  careful! « 

la   this  Sale  of  affairs,   the   King  ligned 

found    he  had    not   a  moment   10  ral    tra 

lofe."     This   is   the   language   of  whilst  the 

Fraau;  now  we  will  fheiv  war.  of  fcience  difj 

tnub.  credit 

During  the  difputes  which  bad  court  o 
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have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  per- 
fidious defigns  of  its  ambition* 
France  now.  dares  to  Aippofe  that 
the  King,  "  inflead  of  confining 
himfelf  within  the  limits  of  a  law- 
ful defence*  gave  himfelf  up  to  a 
hope  of  con  qu  eft,  and  that  the 
reconciliation  of  Great  Britain  with 
her  colonies,  announced,  on  her 
part,  a  fixed  project  of  re- allying 
them  with  her  crown,  to  arm  thejn 
again  it  France."  Since,  then, 
that  the  court  of  Ver failles  cannot 
excufe  its  procedure,  but  in  fa- 
vour of  a  iuppofition  deftitute  of 
truth  and  likelihood,  the  King 
hath  a  right  to  call  upon  that 
court,  in  the  face  of  Europe,  to 
produce  a  proof  of  an  aflertion  a? 
odious  as  bold;  and  to  develope 
thofe  public  operations,  or  fecret 
intrigues,  that  can  authorise  the 
iufpicions  of  France,  that  Great 
Britain,  after  a  long  and  painful 
difpute,  offered  peace  to  her  fub- 
jects,  with  no  other  defign  than  to 
undertake  a  freih  war  againft  a  re- 
fpedtable  power,  with  which  fhe 
had  p refer ved  all  the  appearances 
of  friendfhip. 

After  having  faithfully  expofed 
the  frivolous  motives,  and  pre- 
tended wrongs  of  France,  we  can 
reflect,  with  a  certainty,  juftified 
by  reafon  and  by  fact,  on  the  firft 
proportion,  fo  fimple  and  fo  im- 
portant—  That  a  peace  fubfifted 
between  the  two  nations,  and  that 
France  was  bound  by  every  obli- 
gation of  friendfhip  and  treaty  with 
the  King,  who  had  never  failed  in 
his  legitimate  engagement. 

The  flrfl  article  of  the  treaty 
figned  at  Paris,  the  ioth  of  Fe- 
bruary 1763,  between  his  Britan- 
nic, moil  Chriftian,  Catholic,  and 
moft  Faithful  Majefties,  confirms, 
in   the  moil  precife  and   folemn 


tm 


manner,  the  obligations  which  na*  -, 
tural  juftice  impofes  on  all  nation* 
which  are'  in  mutual  friend  (hip  j 
but  thefe  obligations  are  fpecided 
and  ftipuJated .  in  that  treaty  \ff 
expreffions  as  lively  as   tfcey  are 

Jult.- After  having  comprifedy 

in  a  general  form,  all'  the  ftatea^ 
and  fubjects  -of  the;  high  contrac* 
ting  powers,  they  declared  they 
refolution  ««  not  only  never  to 
permit  any  hoftilities  by  land  or 
lea,  but  evenxto  procure  recipro- 
cally, on  every  occafion,  all  that 
can  contribute  to  their  mutaaj 
glory,  intereff,  and  advantages* 
without  giving  any  fuccour  Or  proy 
tedion,  directly  or  indirectly'*,  fp 
thofe  who  would  do  any  prejudice 
to  one  or  other  of  %the  high  coor 
trading  parties.'*  Suck  was  the 
facred  engagement  which  France 
con  traced  with  Great  Britain^ 
and  it  cannot  be  difguifed,  that 
fuch  a  promife  Qught  to  bind  with 
greater  ftrength  and  energy  againft 
the,  domefHc  rebels,  than  -the  fo- 
reign enemies  of  the  two  crowns* 
The  revolt  of  the  Americans  pot v 
the  fidelity  of  the  court  of  Ver* 
failles  to  a  proof;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  frequent  examples  that 
Europe  hath  already  feen  of  its 
little  regard  to  the  faith  of  trea- 
ties, its  conduct  in  thefe  circum- 
fiances  aftonifhed  and  enraged 
every  nation  which  was  not  blindly, 
devoted  to  the  interefts,  and  even  ^ 
to  the  caprices  'of  France.  If 
France  had  intended  to  fulfil  her 
duty,  it  was  impoflible  fdr  her  to 
have  miftaken  it;  the  fpirit  as 
„  well  as  the  letter  of  the  treaty  of  Pa-  >. 
ris,  impofed  on  her  an  obligation 
to  bar  their  ports  againft  the  Ame- 
rican veflels  ;  to  forbid  her  fub- 
jects  to  have  any  commerce  with 
that  rebellious  peqple ;  *  and  not 
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to  afford  either  fuccour  or  protec- 
tion to  the  domeltic  enemies  of  a 
crown  with  which  (he  ha'J  fworn  a 

^fincere  and  inviolable  fri'endfhip. 
But  experience  had  too  well  en- 
lightened the  King  in  regard  to 
the  political  fyitem  of  his  nntient 
adverfaries,  to  fufTer  him  to  hope 
that  they  would  conform  exactly 
to  thofe  juft  and  rrafonable,  princi- 
ples, which  would  have  afTared  a 
general  tranquility. 

As  focn  as  the  revolted  colonies 
had  compleared  their  criminal  en- 
terprize,  by  an  open  declaration 
of  their  pretended  independence, 
they  thought  to  form  fecret  con- 
nections with  the  powers  who  were 
the  lead  favourable  to  the  interefts 
of  their  mother  country ;  and  to 
draw  from  Europe  thofe  military 
aids,  without  which  it  would  have 
been  impoflible  for  them  to  have 
fupported  the  war  they  had  un- 
dertaken. Their  agents  endea- 
voured to  penetrate  into,  and  fet- 
tle in  the  different  flates  of  Europe; 
but  it  was  only  in  FVance  that  they 
found  an  afylum,  hopes,  and  aflilt- 

ance.      It   is  beneath   the  King's 

dignity  to  enquire  after  the  aera, 
or  the  nature  of  the  correfpondence 
that  they  had  the  addrefs  to  con- 
tract with  the  minilters  of  the 
court  of  Verfailles,  and  of  which 
the  public  cff.'cls  were  foon  vifible 
in  the  general  liberry,  or  rather 
unbounded  licence  of  an  illegiti- 
mate commerce.  It  is  well  known 
tirat  the  vigilance  of  the  laws  can- 
not always  prevent  artful  illicit 
traders,  who  appear  under  a  thou- 
find  different  forms,  and  whofe 
avidity  for  gain  makes  them  brave 
every  danger,  and  eluae  every  pre- 
caution :  but  the  conduct  of  the 
French  merchants,  who  furnifhed 
America  not  only  wish  uftful  and 
■  6  ' 


neceffiry  merchandize,  but  even 
with  faltpetrc,  gun- powder,  am- 
munition, arms,  and  artillery, 
loudly  declared  that  they  were  af- 
Aired  not  only  of  impunity,  but 
even  of  the  protection  and  favour 
of  the  minilters  of  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles. 

An  enterprize  fo  vain  and  fo  di£" 
ficult,  as  that  of  hiding  from  the 
eyes  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  all 
Europe,  the  proceedings  of  a  com- 
mercial company,  affociatcd  for 
furn  idling  the  Americans  with 
whatever  could  nouriih  and  main- 
tain the  fire  of  a  revolt,  was  not 
attempted.  The  informed  public: 
named  the  chief  of  the  enterprize^ 
whofe  hoofe  was  eftablilhed  at  Pa* 
ris ;  his  correfpon dents  at  Dunkirk', 
Nantz,  and  Boardeaux,  were  equal- 
ly known.  The  immenfe  maga- 
zines *hich  they  formed,  and 
which  they  repleniftied  every  day, 
were  laden  in  (hips  that  they  built 
or  bought,  and  they  fcarcely  dif- 
fembled  their  objects,  or  the  place 
of  their  deftination.  Thefe  vef- 
fels  commonly  took  falfe  clear- 
ances for  the  French  idands  in 
America,  but  the  commodities 
which  compofed  their  cargo  were 
fufficient,  before  the  time  of  their 
failing,  to  difcover  the  fraud  and 
the  artifice.  Thefe  fufpjcions  were 
quickly  confirmed  by  the  courfe 
rhey  held  ;  and  at  the  end  of  a 
few  weeks,  it  was  not  furprizing 
to  hear  they  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  King's  officers  cruiz- 
ing in  the  American  feas,  who 
took  them  even  within  fight  of  the 
coafts  of  the  revolted  colonies. 
This  vigilance  was  but  too  well 
jultified  by  the  conducY  of  thofe 
who  had  the  luck  or  cunning  to 
efcape  it  ;  fince  they  approached 
America  only  to  deliver  the  rebels 

the 
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lhe  arms  and  ammunition  which  of  con) plaint  $  and  a  fhort  mtm?- 

they  had  taken  on  board  for  their  rial  that  Vjfcount  Stormont,  tha 

fervice.     The  only  marks  of  thefe.  King's  ambaflador,  communicated 

fads,    which  could  be  considered  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  in  fft% 


only  as   manifelt  breaches  of  the  month  of  November,  in  fame 

faith  of  treaties,  multiplied  conti-  will  give  a  juft,  but  very,  impart 

Dually,  and  the  diligence  of .  the  fe&  idea  of  the  wrongs  which  pfin 

King's  ambaflador  to  communicate,  tain  >  had    fo     often   fuftain^d^-f-C 

bis  complaints  and  proofs  to  the  "  There,  is  a  fixty  gun    (hip  $fc 

court  of  Verfailles,  did  not  leave  Rod? fort,  and  *n  Eaft  India  A^ 

him  the  fhameful  and  humiliating  pierced  for  fi*ty  guns,,  at  L'Qr^f 

refource  of  appearing  ignorant  of  enf.     Thefe  two  (hips  are  deftine^ 

what    was  carried  on,   and  daily  for  the  fervice  of  the  rebels.  T^eji, 

repeated  in  the  vtry  heart  of  the  are  laden  with  different  merc^an^, 

country.      He    pointed    out    the  dize,    and    freighted    bv    R^efljy^ 

names,    number,    and    quality  of  Chaumont,  Bplken,  aijffSebatiejf* 

the    mips,    that    the    commercial  ~-^The  Jhip  L\Hcoreox,  faUf^ 

agents  of  America  had  fitted rout  from  Marfeiljet  .the  26th  of  $eof) 

in  the  ports  of  France,  to  carry  to  tember,  under  another  name-:  fi% 

the  rebels    arms,    warlike   ftores,;  goes  ftrei^ljtjo  New  Hampftii^ 

and  even  French  officers,  who  had  though  it  w  pretended  ike  is  boinu$ 

engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  re-  to  the  French,  iflands.    They  ha/r 

voited  colonies.   The  dates,  p)agea  l?een,  permitted .$0... take-  on  boa*4[ 

and  perfons  were  always  fpeci^ed,  three     thoufs^id    .  mufc^ts,    a|^ 

with  a  precifion  that  afforded  the  25000  pounds. of  fqjphur,  a.  ipgfry 

miniflers  of  his  mod  Chriftian  Ma-  chandife  as  neceflary  to  the  Anjff* 

jelly  the  greateft  facility  of  being  ricans   as   ufelefs    to,  the   iflands*; 

allured  of  thefe  reports,   and  of  This    (hip  is*  commanded  by  &J* 

flopping  in  time  the   prog  re  fs  ot  Lundi,    a  French   officer   of  <U|V 

thefe  illicit  armaments.     Amongft  tindion,    formerly    lieutenant  (|& 

a  croud  of  examples,   which   ac-  M.  de  Bouganville. — L-'Hippopo* 

cufe  the  court  of  Verfailles  of  want  tame,  belonging  to  the  Sieur  Rraflq 

of  attention  to  fulfil  the  conditions  marchais,  will  have  on  board  foujj 

of  peace,  or  rather  its  con fl ant  at-  thoufand  mufquet?,  and  many  war^ 

tention  to   nourifh  fear   and   dif-  like  ftores  for  the  nfe  of  the  rebjftjg*, 

cord,  it  is  impoffible  to  enumerate  — There  are  about  fifty  French  &JM 

them  all;    it   is  very  difficult  to  laden  with  ammunition  for  the  nfft 

feledt   the   mod    Unking    objects,  of  the  rebels,  preparing  to  fail-Jot 

Nine  large  {hips,    fitted   out  and  North   America.      They  wilL gfo 

freighted  by  the  Sieur   de  Beau-  from  Nantz,  |j'Orient9  St.  MaJo* 

marchais,  and  his  partners,  in  (he  Havre,  Bourdeaux,  Bayonue,  aa$ 

month  of  January,  1777,  are  not  other  different   ports.  —Thcie  a/e> 

confounded  with   the  Amphitrite.  the  names  of  fome  of  the  per  fob*  v 

who  carried  about  the  fame  ^ime  a  principally  interefted  ;  M.  ChaU* 

great  quantity  of  ammunition-,  and  mont,  M.  Men  ton,  and  hi|  part* 

thirty  French  officers,    who  patted  ners,  &c.  &c. 

with  impunity  into  the  fervice  of  In  this  kingdom,  where  the  will 

the  rebels.     Every  month,  almoft  of  the  Prince  meets  with  no  ob-. 

every  day,  furnifhed  new  fubjeds  ftacle,  (accour**,  fo  confiderable,  ft 
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public,  Co  long  fupported  ;  in  fine,  prizes,  and   under  a  rode,   weak 
fo  neceflary  to  maintain  the  war  in  artifice,    which     they     fometimes 
America,  (hew  clearly  enough  the  vouch  fa  fed  to  employ,  the  prizes 
moil  fecret  intentions  of  the  moil  were   fold    publicly   and   commo- 
Chriflian  King's    minifters.      But  dioufly  enough,  in  the  fight  of  the 
^they  ilill  carried  further  their  for-  royal  officers,    always  difpofed  to 
getfulnefs,  or  contempt  of  the  molt  protect  the- commerce  of  tbofe  trad- 
folemn  engagements,    and  it  was  ers,  who  violated  the  laws,  to  can- 
not without  their  permiffion  that  an  form  to  the  French  mini  (try.     The 
underhand  and  dangerous  war  if-  corfairs  enriched  themfelves  with 
fued  from  the  ports  of  France,  un-  the  fpoils  of  the  King's  fubjeds  ; 
der  the   deceitful   ma  Ik  of  peace,  and   after  having  profited  of  full 
and  the  pretended  flag  of  the  A  me-  liberty  to  repair  their  loffes,  pro* 
rican    colonies.      The  favourable  vide  for  their  wants,  and  procure 
reception  (hat  their  agents  found  all  warlike  (lores,  gunpowder,  can*, 
with  the  minifters  of  the  court  of  non,   and  rigging,    which  might 
Ver failles,      quickly     encouraged  ferve    for  new    enterprises,    they 
them  to  form  and  execute  the  au-  departed  freely  from  the  fame  ports, 
dacious   project  of  eftablifhing   a  to  make  new  cruizes.     The  hiflory 
place  of  arms  in  the  country,  which  of  the  Reprifal  privateer  may  \Se 
had   ferved  them  for  an   afylum.  cited  from  a  crowd  of  examples, 
They  had  brought  with  them,  or  to  fet  the  unjuft,  but  fcarcely  ar- 
knew   how  to  fabricate  letters  of  tifkial,   con  dud   of  the  court  of 
marque,  in  the  name  of  the  Arac-  Verfailles  in  a  clear  light.     This 
rican  Congrefs,  who  had  the  im-  (hip,  which  had  brought  Mr.  Frank- 
pudence   to  ufurp   all  the   rights  Hn,  agent  of  the  revolted  colonies* 
of  fovereignty.     The  partnerfhip,  to  Europe,  was  received,  with  two 
whofe  interested  views  eafily  em-  prizes  (he  had  taken  in  her  paf- 
barked  in  all  their  defigns,  fitted  (age.     She  remained  in  the  port 
out    (hips    that    they  had    either  of  Nantz,  as  long  as  (he  thought 
built  or  purchafed.     They  armed  convenient;    put  twice   to  fea  to 
them  to  cruize   in   the  European  plunder  the  King's  fubje&s,    and 
feas,  nay,   even  on  the  coafts  of  came  quietly  into  L'Orient  with 
Great  Britain.     To  fave  appear-  the  new  prizes  (he  had  made, 
ances,  the  captains  of  thefe  cor-  Notwithstanding  the  ftrongeft  re* 
fairs  hoifted  the  pretended  A  me-  prefentation  of  the  King's  ambaf* 
rican  flag,  but  their  crews  were  al-  fador ;   aotwith Handing   the   mod 
ways  com  po fed  of  a  great  number  folemn   aflurances  of  the  French 
of  Frenchmen,  who  entered,  with  minifters,  the  captain  of  that  cor- 
impunity,  under  the  very  eyes  of  fair    was    permitted    to     day    at 
their  governors  and   the  officers  of  L'Orient  as  long  as  it  was  necef- 
the  maritime  provinces.     A  nume-  fary  to  refit  his  fhip,  to  provide  ~ 
rous  fwarm  of  thefe  corfairs,  ani-  fixty  barrels  of  gunpowder,  and  ta 
mated  by  a  fport  of  rapine,  failed  receive   as   many  French  feamen* 
from  the  ports  of  France,  and  after  as  chefe  to  engage  with  him.  Fur- 
cruifing  in  the  Britifh  feas,  re-en-  nifhed  with  thefe  reinforcements, 
tered,  or  took  (belter  in  the  fame  the  reprifal   failed    a  third   time 
pom*    Thither  they  brought  their  from  the  ports  of  their  new  allies, 

and 
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and  prefently  formed  %  little  ftjtra- 
dron  of  pirates,  by  the  concerted 
junction  of  the  Lexington  and  the 
Dolphin,  two  privateers ;  the  ilrft 
of  which  had  already  carried  more 
than  one  prize  into  the  river  of 
Bourdeaux;  and  the  other,  fitted 
out  at  Nantz,  and  manned  entirely 
by  Frenchmen,  had  nothing  Ame- 
rican, bat  the  commander.  Thefe 
three  (hips,  which  Co  publicly  en- 
joyed the  protection  of  the  court  ^f 
Ver failles,  in  a'  ftiort  time  after- 
wards took  fifteen  Britiih  mips,  tlje 
greateft  part  of  which  were  brought 
into  the  ports  of  France,  mid  fe- 
cretly  fold. — Such  fads,  which.  }t 
would  be  eafy  to  multiply,  Sand 
inftead  of  reafonings  and  reproached. 
The  faith  of  treaties  cannot  avoid 
being  called  upon,  on  this  occa- 
sion ;  and  it  is  not  *  neceftary  to 
(hew  that  an  allied,  or  even <  a 
neutral  power,  can  ever  permit 
war,  without  violating  peace.  Tne 
principle  of  the  law  of  nations, 
will,  doubtlefs,  refufe  to  the  am- 
baiTador  of  the  moft  refpe&aWe 
power  that  privilege  of  arming 
privateers,  which  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles granted  under- hand,  in  the 
very  bofom  of  France,  to  the 
agents  of  rebels.  In  the  French 
i (lands,  the  public  tranquility  was 
violated  in  a  manner  yet  more  au- 
dacious ;  and  notwithstanding  -the 
change  of  the  governor,  the  ports 
of  Martinico  ferved  always  as  a 
fhelter  to  cor  fairs  who  croized  un- 
der American  colours,  but  manned 
by  Frenchmen.  Mr.  Bang  ham, 
agent  for  the  rebels,  who  enjoyed 
the  favour  and  confidence  of  two 
fucceflive  governors  of  Martinico, 
directed  the  arming  of  thofe  pri- 
vateers, and  the  public  fale  of  their 
prizes.  Two  merchant  (hips,  the 
Lancaihire   Hero,    and    the  frrfli 


Gambler,  whfclj  -were  taken  fey  dfe 
Revenge;  affores,  Hhnt  oat  or  hjfr 
crew,  confiflirig  of  1 25  men,  ;'the#e 
were  but  two  Americans ;  ana*  that 
the  owner,  who  at  the  fame  tiofo 
was  proprietor  of  eleven  txhet  fcrff- 
vateers,  acknowledged  himferf  to 
be  an  inhabitant  s£.  Mait3nk&_ 
where  fie  wa*  looked  npoYt:atwe 
favourite,  a$d  the"  foeret  a^cafW 
the  governor  himfclf.  ''   *?t* 

J9  tHeinidft-vf  a<l  thefracB^f 
hofttHty,  (which  it  is  impoffifcfa 
to  call  ay  tnf  other  name)  tHo 
court  of  Veriaifle*  conrifttied  aj. 
ways  to.fyeafc  $e  hragaage  of 
peace  and  amity,-  and  its  tiiiniftett- 
exhaufted  all  (hectare**  of  arttfte 
and  diffimniation,  to  lull  the  juft 
complaints  of  Great  QtitaSn,  fo 
deceive  her  Jott*  fofcttcionsv  afttMo 
flop  the  tfkGt*  of  W  juft  reftnV 
mept,  ^rora  the  &ft  mm  of  ^uf* 
A  mtricari  troubles*  to  the  moment ' 
of  a  declaration  «f  war  by  f&e 
Marquis  de  NoaiUes,  the  minifteri 
of  the  moft  Chriftian  King  ncvfcr 
ceafed  tp  renew  the  Urongeft  and 
moft  expreffive  proteftations  of  thgr 
pacific  difpofmons ;  and  however 
the  common  conduct  of  the  coott 
of  Verfailles  was  adapted  to  tnfptte 
a  juft  doubt,  yet  his  MajeftyVjutr. 
heart  furniihed  him  with  powerft) 
motives  to  believe,  that  France  fi#d 
at  length  adopted  a  fyftem  of  mo- 
deration and  £eace,  which  would 
perpetuate  the  fblid  and  rerfproc>l 
nappinefs  of  the  two  nations.  The 
minifters  of  the  court  of  VerfafHes 
endeavoured  to  excufe  the  arrival 
and  residence  of  the  rebels  agerft, 
by  thdftrongeft' a/Tu ranees,  that  he 
-  found  only  a*  Ample  afVlum  in 
France,  without  ^either  drftin&too, 
or  encouragement, 

The  freedom  of  commerce,  and 

the  thirft  of  .gain,  fern  ibmethriea 
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as   pretexts  to -cover  the  illegiti-  thofe  fuccours  and  thofe  armaments, 

mate  defigns   of    the   fubje&s    of  that  the  principles  of  public  equity 

France ;  and  at  a  time  when  they  would   not  permit  her  to  juftify. 

vainly  alledged  the  impotence  of  She  declared   to  the   King's  am- 

the  laws  to  prevent  abufes,  which  bafTador,  that  fhe  was  refolved  to 

neighbouring  dates  know  fo  well  banifh  the  American  corfairs  im- 

how  to  fupprefs,  they  condemned,  mediately   from   all  the    ports   of 

with  every  appearance  of  fincerity.  France,    never    to   return   again; 

the    transportation   of   arms    ana  and  that  (he  would  take,  in  fu- 

ammunition,  which  fhe  permitted  ture,  the  mod  rigorous  precautions 

with  impunity,  for  the  lervice  of  to  prevent  the  fale  of  prizes  taken 

the  rebels.     To  the  firft  reprefenta-  from  the  fubje&s  of  Great  Britain, 

tion    of    the    King's    ambafTador  The  orders   given  tfc    that  effect 

upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  privateers,  aftoniflied  the  partizans  of  the  re- 

which  were  fitted  out  in  the  ports  bcls,    and    feemed   to    check  the 

of  France  under  American  colours,  progrefs  of  the  evil ;  but  fubjefts 

the  minifters  of  his  mod  Cnridian  of  complaint  fpiung  up  again  dai- 

Majedy  replied,    with  ex  predion  s  ly;  and  the  manuer  in  which  thefe 

of  furprife  and  indignation,  and  by  orders  were  firft  eluded,  then  vio- 

a    pofitive    declaration,    that    at-  lated,  and  at  length  entirely  for- 

tempts,  fo  contrary  to  the  faith  of  gotten,   by  the  merchants,  priva- 

treaties,  and  the  public  tranquili-  tecrs,  nay,  even  by  the  royal  of5- 

ty,  fhould  never  be  fufFered.     The  cers,    were   not  excufable   by  the 

train  of  events,  of  which  a  fmall  protedations  of    friendfhip,    with 

number  hath  been  fliewn,  foon  ma-  which  the  court  of  Ver failles  ac- 

ni felled  the  incondancy,  or  rather  companied    thofe     infractions    of 

the  falfehood  of  the  court  of  Ver-  peace,  until  the  very  moment  that 

failles ;   and  the  King's  ambaffa-  the  treaty   of  alliance,    which   it 

dor  was  ordered  to  reprefent  to  the  had  figned  with  the  agents  of  the 

French  mi n liters   the  ferious,   but  revolted   American   colonies,    was 

inevitable    confequences   of    their  announced  by  the  French  ambafla- 

policy.   He  fulfilled  his  commiiljon  dor  in  London, 

with  all  the  confideration  due   to  If  a   foreign    enemy,    acknow- 

a  refpcftable  power,  the  preferv-  ledged  by  all  the  powers  of  Europe, 

ation  of  whofe  friendfhip  was  de-  had  conquered  the  King's  Ameri- 

fired,  but  with  a  friendfhip  worthy  can  dominions,  and  if  France  ha4 

of  a  Sovereign,  and  a  nation  little  confirmed  by  a  folemn  treaty,  a,n 

accudomed  to  do,  or  to  fuffer  in-  aft  of  violence,  that  had  plundered 

judice.      The  court  of  Verfailles  in  the  raidfl  of  a  profound  peace, 

was  called  upon  to  explain  its  con-  a  refpe&able  neighbour,  of  whom 

duel,   and  its  intentions,  without  fhe  filled   berfelf  the  friend  and 

delay   or  evafion  ;  and   the   King  ally,   all  Europe  would   ftand   up 

propofed  to  it  the  alternative  of  again d  the  injuflice  of  a  conduct 

peace  or  war. — France  chpfe  peace,  which  fhamefully  violated  all  that 

jn  order  to  wound  her  enemy  more  is  mod  facred  among  men.     The 

furely  and  fecretly,  without  having  fird  difcovery,    the   uninterrupted 

any  thing  to  dread   from  her  jui-  pofTeffion    of  two  hundred    years, 

tice.      She    feverely    condemned  and   the  confent  of  all  nations, 

wcxo 
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were  fufficient  to  afcertain,  the 
rights  of  Great  Britain  oyer  the 
lands  of  North  America,  and  its 
fovereignty  over  the  people  that 
had  fettled  there  with  the  perraif- 
fion,  and  under  (he  govt  rn  men t  of 
the  King's  predeceflbrs.     If  even 

f^thii  people  had  dared  to  (hake  off 
the  yoke  of  authority,  or  rather  of 
the  laws,  if  they  had  ufurped  the 
provinces  and  prerogatives  of  their 
Sovereign  ;  and  if  they  bad  fought 
the  alliance  of  ftrangers  to  (up- 
port  their  pretended  independence; 
thofe  ft  rangers  could  not  accept 
their  alliance,  ratify  their  ufurpa* 
tions,  and  acknowledge  their  in- 
dependence, without  fuppofing  that 
revolt  hath  more  ex  ten  five  rights 
than  thofe  of  <iwtr ;  and  without 
granting  to  rebellious  fubie&s  a 
lawful  title  to  conqueft,  which  they 
could  not  have  made  but  in  con- 

\temptof  both  law  and  juftice.  The 
fee  ret  enemies  of  peace,  of  Great 
Britain,  and  perhaps  of  France 
herklf,  had  neverthelefs  the  cri- 
minal dexterity  to  perfuade  his 
moll  Chriftian  Majefty,  that  he 
could,  without  violating  the  faith 
of  treaties,  publicly  declare,  that 
he  received  the  revolted  fubjecls  of 
a  King,  his  neighbour  and  ally, 
into  the  number  of  his  allies.  The 
profefiions  of  friendfhip  which  ac- 
companied that  declaration,  which 
the  Marquis  de  Noailles  was  or- 
dered to  make  to  the  ceurt  of  Lon- 
don, only  ferve  to  aggravate  the 
injury  by  the  infult;  and  it  was 
referved  for  France  to  boaft  of  pa- 
cific difpoiitions  in  the  very  in- 
ftant  that  her  ambition  inftigated 
her  to  execute  and  avow  an  act  of 
perfidy,  unexampled  in  the  hiflory 
of  nations.  Yet,  fuch  as  the  court 
of  Verfailles  dares  allow  itfelf  to 

ufe,    •<  Yet  it  would  be  wrong  to 
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believe  that  the  acknowledgment 
that  the  King  has  made  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Thirteen  United 
States  of  North  America,  is  whit 
has  enraged  the  King  of  England: 
that  Prince  is,  without  doubt,  not 
ignorant  of  all  the  examples  of  the 
like  kind  that  the  Brituh  annals,  , 
even  of  his  own  reign,  do  for-  N 
nifh."— But  thefe  pretended  ex- 
amples do  not  exitf.— The  King 
never- acknowledged  the  indepenc£ 
ence  of  a  people,  who  had  maken 
off  the  yoke  of  their  lawful  Prince  | 
it  is  doubtlefs  very  afflicting  that 
the  minifters  of  his.moif  Chriftian 
Majefty,  have  cheated  the  piety  of 
their  Sovereign,  to  cover,  witn  (0 
refpeftabje  a.  name,  aferp'ons  with-  ' 
out  any  foundation  of  likelihood, 
which  are  contradicted  by  the  me- 
mory of  all  Europe. 

At  the  commencement  of  thb 
dilutes  which  arofe  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonic*,  the  court 
of  Verfailles  declared,  that  it  did 
not  pretend  to  be  a  judge  of  the 
quarrel,  and  its  ignorance  of  the 
principles  of  the  Britifh  confuta- 
tion, as  well  as  the  privileges  and 
obligations  of  the  colonies,  ought 
to  have  engaged  it  to  perfift  al- 
ways in  fuch  a  wife  and  mpdeft 
declaration,  that  would  have  fpar- 
ed  it  the  fhame  of  transcribing  the 
manifeftos  of  the  American  Con- 
grefs,  and  of  pronouncing  now, 
"  That  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  of  London  had  compelled  its  - 
antient  colonies,  to  have  recourfe  to 
arms  for  the  maintenance  of  their  ' 
rights,  their  privileges,  and  their 
liberty."  Thefe.  vain  pretentions 
have  been  already  refuted  in  the 
mod  convincing  manner,  and  the 
rights  of  Great  Britain  over  that 
revolted  people,  her  benefactions, 
and  her  long  patience,  have  been 

already 
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already  proved  by  reafon  and  by  to  own,  that  the  mediation  was 
fads.  It  is  fufficient  here  tc  re-  offered  to  it  by  the  minilters  of 
mark,  that  France  cannot  take  any  the  Catholic  King,  and  it  claims 
advantage  of  the  injuilice  with  no  ether  merit,  than  that  of  hav- 
right,  and  in  fait  is  the  objeS  of  ing  lhown,  on  all  occafions,  a  live- 
difpate.  And  the  King's  dignity  \y  and  fin  cere  inclination  to  deli- 
will  not  permit  him  to  accept  of  ver  its  fubje&s,  nay  even  its  ene- 
thofe  propofals,  which,  from  the  mies  from  the  fecurge  of  war. 
very  beginning  of  a  r.egociation,  The  condnft  of  the  court  of  Ma- 
grants  ail.  that  can  fitisfy  the  am-  drid,  during  that  negociation,  foon 
bition  of  the  rebellious  Americans,  (hewed  the  King  that  a  mediator, 
whilft  they  exaft  from  his  Ma-  who  forgers  his  own  deareft  in- 
jefty,  without  any  ftipulation  in  tereib,  to  give  himfelf  up  to  the 
hie  favour,  that  he  mould  defirt,  ambition,  or  refentment  of  a  fo- 
for  a  long  or  indefinite  term,  from  reign  power,  mud  be  incapable  of 
his  moil  lawful  pretentions.  It  propefieg  a  fafe  or  honourable  ac- 
is  true,  the  court  of  Verfailles  commocation.  Experience  con- 
vouchfafed  to  confent,  that  the  firmed  theie  fufpicions ;  the  unjuft 
court  of  London  might  treat  with  and  inadmiffible  fcheme  juft  men- 
the  Congrefs,  either  diredlly,  or  tioned,  was  the  fole  fruit  of  this 
by  the  intervention  of  the  King  of  mediation.  In  the  fame  inftant 
Spain.  His  Majelty,  certainly,  that  the  minilters  of  the  Catholic 
will  not  fo  much  demean  himfelf  King  offered,  with  the  moft  difin- 
as  to  complain  of  that  infolence,  terefted  profeflions,  his  capital,  his 
which  feems  to  grant  him,  as  a  good  offices,  his  guaranty,  to  faci- 
favour,  the  permiilion  of  treating  litate  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty, 
dire&ly  with  his  rebellious  fub-  they  fuffered  to  appear  from  the 
jecls.  But  the  Americans  them-  bottom  of  obfeurity  new  fobjecls 
felves  are  not  blinded  by  pafiion  for  difcufling,  particularly  relative 
and  prejudice,  they  will  lee  clearly  to  Spain,  but  upon  which  they  al- 
in  the  conduct  of  France,  that  way*  refufed  to  explain  them  felves. 
their  new  allies  will  foon  become  His  Majeity's  refufal  to  accede  to 
their  tyrants,  and  that  that  pretend-  the  ultimatum  of  the  court  of  Ma- 
ed  independence,  purchafed  at  the  drid,  was  accompanied  with  all  con- 
price  of  fo  much  mifery  and  venient  precautions  and  refpeft  : 
blood,  will  be  foon  fubje&ed  to  and,  unlefs  that  court  will  arro- 
the  defpotic  will  of  a  foreign  gate  to  itfelf  a  right  to  dictate  con- 
court,  ditions  of  peace  to  an  independent 
If  France  could  verify  that  ea-  and  refpectable  neighbour,  there 
gernefs  which  me  attributes  to  the  was  nothing  palled  in  that  conjunc- 
court  of  London,  to  feek  the  me-  ture,  which  ought  to  have  altered 
diation  of  Spain,  a  like  eager nefs  the  harmony  of  the  two  crowns. 
would  ferve  to  prove  the  King's  But  the  offend  ve  meafures  of  Spain, 
juil  confidence  in  the  goodnefs  of  which  (he  could  never  cloath  with 
his  caiii'e,  and  his  elleem  for  a  ge-  the  fairelt  appearances  of  equity, 
nerous  rut  ion  which  hath  always  will  foon  {how  that  (he  had  al- 
de 'piled  fraud  and  perfidy.  But  ready  taken  her  refolutions ;  had 
the  court  of  London  was  obliged  been  inlligated  by  the  French  mi- 

niftry, 
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niftry,  who  had  only  retarded  the  making  off  the  yoke  of  their  mo* 
declaration  of  the  court  of  Madrid,  ther  country;  and  thar  time  had 
from  the  hope  of  giving  a  mortal  been  occupied  bv  the  events  of  a 
blow  to  the  honoar  and  intereft  of  bloody  and  obftihate  war.  Sac- 
Great  Britain  under  the  mafic  of  cefs  had  hung  in  Tafpence,  bat  the 
friendfhip.  King's  army,  which  pofrc&ed  the; 
Such  are  the  unjuft  and  ambL-  moft  important  maritime  towns, 
tious  enemies,  who  have  defpifed  continue  always  to  menace  the  in- 


King  , 

rights  of  his  crown  and  people,  fnl  dependence,  was  axed  as  tn* 

The  event  is  yet  in  the  hands  of  indifpenfible  condition  of  the  peace, 

the  Almighty;   but  his  Majefty,  whicn  Great  Britain  offered  to  her 

who  relies  upon  the  divine  pro-  revolted  .  fubje&s,    whofe  rights, 

ted  ion,  with  a  firm  but  humble  privileges,  nay  even  whofe  preja-  - 

aflurance,    is  perfuaded  that    the  dices  (he  refpefted.    The  court  ©if51"  ~ 

wifhes  of  Europe  will  fupport  the  VerfaUles,  which  announced,  with 

juflice  of  his  caufe,  and  applaud  fo  much  opennefs  and  simplicity, 

the  fuccefs  of  his  arm*,    which  thje  treaty  figned  with  tbfcpretendef 

have  no  other  objeft  than  to  efta-  States  of  America,  which  it  found 

blifh  the  repofe  of  nations  on  a  fo-  in  an  independent  fitaation,  ha^    / 

lid  and  unfhaken  bans.  alone   contributed,  :  by  its   cha« 

'/  But  France  heffelf  appears  to  deftine  fucodars,  to  foment  the  tr* 

feel  the  weaknefs,  the  danger,  and  of  revolt ;  and  it  was!- tne  dread  of 

the  indecency  of  thefe  pretentions;  peace  that  engaged  Prance  to  enx- 

when,   in  the  declaration  of  the  ploy  the  rumour  of  that  alliance, 

Marquis  de  Noailles,  as  well  as  in  as  the  moft  effectual  means  to  in*  ' 

her  laft  manifeilo,    fhe  quits  her  flame  the  minds  of  the  people  who 

hold  on  the  right  of  independence:  began  already  to  open  their  eyei 

fhe  is  content  to  maintain-,  that  the  upon'  the  unfortunate  confequeftcea 

revolted  colonies  enjoy  infa&,  that  of  the  revolt,  the  tyranny  of  theit 

independence  they  have  bellowed  new  leaders,  and  the  paternal  dif- 

on  themfelves ;  that  even  England  petition  of  their  lawful  Sovereign* 
herfelf,  in  fome  fort  acknowledges        Under  fuch  circumftances  it  is 

it,  in  fuffering  a&s  of  fovereignty  .  impoffible,    without    infulting    m 

to  fubfifl  ;  and  that  therefore  too  grofs  a  manner  both  truth  an4  * 
France,  without  any  violence  of  reafon,  to  deny  that  the  declara- 
peace,  might  conclude  a  treaty  of  tion  of  the  Marquis  of  Noailles,  of 
friendfhip  and  commerce  with  the  the  13th  of  March,-  1778,  ought 
United  States  of  North  America,  to  be  received  as  a  true  declaration 
—  Let  us  fee  in  what  manner  of  war  op  the  part  of  the  moft 
Great  Britain  had  acknowledged  Chriftian  King  ;  and  the  affurancea 
that  independence,  equally  imagt-  "  that  he  had  taken  eventual  mea? 
nary  in  right,  as  in  fad.  Two  fures,  in  concert  with  the  United 
years  had  not  yet  elapfed  from  States  of  America,  to  maintain  a 
the  day  in  which  the  rebels  de--  freedom  of  commerce,"  which  had 
clared  their  criminal  refolution  of    fo  of  ten  excited  the  ju  ft  pomplai  tits  of 

Crwt 
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Great  Britain,  authorifed  the  King, 
from  that  moment,  to  rank  France 
in  the  number  of  his  enemies. 
The  court  0fVerf2iP.es  could  not 
avoid  acknowledging  that  the 
King  of  England,  af*er  having 
•'  rccalle'd  his  ambaiTador,  de- 
nounced to  his  parliament  the 
meafures  taken  by  his  Majefty,  as 
an  ad  of  hoitility,  as  a  formal  and 
premeditated  aggreilion."  Such 
was,  indeed,  th':  declaration  which 
both  honour  and  jviitiee  demanded 
from  the  King,  and  which  he 
communicated,  without  delay,  to 
the  minifters  of  the  different  courts 
of  Europe,  to  juflify  before-hand 
the  effects  of  a  lawful  relcntment. 
From  thence  it  is  ufelefs  to  feek  for 
orders,  that  were  fent  to  the  Eait- 
Indies,  to  remark  the  precife  day 
when  the  fleets  of  England  or 
France  quitted  their  refpective 
ports,  or  to  fcrutinize  into  the 
circumftances  of  the  action  with 
the  Belle  Pcule,  and  the  taking  two 


his  prudence,  than  his  juftlce,  and 
Europe  may  now  judge  if  the  court 
of  London  vtanted  means  to  "juf- 
ti fy  a  declaration  of  war,  and  if 
(he  did  not  dare  to  accafe  France, 
publicly,  of  being  the  aggreffor." 


Three  Memorials  from  the  Dutch 
Merchants  to  the  States  General, 
prefenied  Sept.  12th,   1778. 

To  their  High  MightinefTes  thi 
States  General  of  the  United 
Province-'. 

A    MEMORIAL, 

RefpeSfidly  delivered  from  the  Mer- 
chants, Proprietors  of  Veffels*  and 
Ex-charge  Infurers,  of  the  Toiva 
of  Amjterdam. 


T 


H  A  T  it  cannot  be  unknown 
tj  your  High  Mightinefies 


in  what  manner,  for  thefe  feveral 

weeks  pad,  a  confiderable  number 

other  frigates,  which  were  actually     of  veflVIs  belonging  to  the  inhabi- 


carried  off  in  fight  of  the  very 
coafl  of  France.  Hence  the  re- 
proach made  to  the  King  of  hav- 
ing fo  long  fnfpended  a  formal  de- 
claration of  war,  vaniihes  of  itfelf. 
Thcfe  declarations  are  only  the 
mcafures  that  nations  have  reci- 
procally agreed  on,  to  avoid 
treachery  and  furprifc ;  but  the 
ceremonies  which  announce  the 
terrible  exchange  of  peace  fcr  war, 
the  heralds  declarations  and  mani- 
feflos  are  not  always  neceflary,  are 
not  always  alike.  The  declaration 
of  the  Marquis  de  Noailles  was  a 


tants  of  this  lepublic,  bound  for 
the  ports  of  France,  have  been 
flopped "  in  ""their '"paffirge  by  the 
(hips  of  hh~Br  hamric  M jjefty ,  and 
other. commTSionsi4~freiTels  beiong» 
ing  to  MsTuujeds;  and  that,  al- 
though uuf~ captains  have  proved 
that  their  fhips  belonged  to  the 
fubjects  of  this  republic,  and  were 
not  laden  with  contraband  goods, 
they  have,  notwithftanding,  been 
feized  and  conducted  into  the  dif- 
ferent ports  of  Great  Britain, 
where  they  are  yet  detained,  with- 
out the  letters  of  recommendation 
fignal  of  the  public  infraction  cf  written  to  Count  Weldcren,  your 
the  peace.  The  King  directly  pro-  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Pleni- 
claimed  to  all  nations  that  he  ac-  potentiary  at  the  court  of  Great 
cepted  the  war  which  France  of-  Britain,  and  granted  by  your 
fered  ;  the  Iaft  proceedings  of  his  High  Mightinefies  at  the  folicita- 
Maj-fty  were  rather  the  fpring  of    (ions  of  many  perfons  iaterefted  in 

the 
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the  above  veflels,  in  order  to  re- 
claim and  effect  their  fpeedy  en- 
Jargrment,  having  produced  the 
leail  eflrcl,  but,  on  t)ie  contrary, 
the  Englifh  continue  to  feize  our 
veflels  more  than  ever,.whichHeema 
to  announce  a  plan  formed  by,  the 
Englifh  nation  to  totally  prevent 
the  navigation  and  commerce  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  republic 
with  the  ports  of  France. 

That,  in  confequence,  if  thefe 
proceedings  of  the  Britifh  nation 
continue,  they  will,  no  doubt, 
operate  to  the  total  ruin  of  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  this 
republic  in  general,  and  alfo  to 
the  ruin  of  feveral  private  per- 
fons  interefted  therein,  either  as 
proprietors  of  the  veflels,  or  of  the 
cargoes,  or  as  infurers,  and  which 
will  occafion  them  a  confiderable 
injury. 

From  thefe  con  fid erat ions  your 
memorialing  have  judged  it  ne- 
cefTiry  to  lay  their  injuries,  as  le- 
gal as  well  founded,  before  your 
High  Mightincifes,  and  to  implore 
your  relief.  The  memorialing  con- 
fuler  it  as  fu per fl nous  to  endevour 
to  prove  more  amply  to  your  High 
MightinefTes  the*  injuftice  of  fiuh 
feizures  and  detentions,  fince  it  is' 
known  to  you,  that  by  the  naval 
treaty  concluded  between  the  court 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  republic, 
on  the  1 1 th  of  September,  1674, 
the  following,  as  the  firll  article, 
is  ftipulated:  "  that  it  (hall  be 
permitted,  and  is  legal,  for  the 
Subjects  of  the  refpe&ive  nations  to 
navigate  ivith  liberty  and  fafety,  to 
deal  and  negotiate  in  all  kingdoms 
and  countries,  where  the  refpeclive 
Sovereigns  are  at  peace,  neutra- 
lity and  friend Ihip,  and  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  their  navigation  and 
commerce  may  be  neither  hinder- 


ed or  molefted,  neither  by  any 
violence  of  people  who  carry  oa . 
war,  oof  by  the  mips  of  war  or 
other  veflels  whatfoever,  under 
pretence  of  any  hoftilhy  or  malice 
which  may  a  rife  between  one  of 
the  fovereign  powers  and  the  na«< 
tions  with  which  the  other  it  in ' 
peace  or  neutrality." 

And  this  liberty  of  navigation 
and  commerce  is  alfo  determined, 
by  the  fecond  article  of  the  fame 
treaty,  by  which  it  is  agreed, 
"  not  to  fuffer  that  it  mail  be 
made  the  leal!  hindrance  of  anj 
branch  of  commerce^  on  account, 
or  by  reafon  of  a  war ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  to  extend  this  liberty  to 
a[l  forts  of  merchandize,  which 
was  accuftomed  to  be  fold  in  timet 
of  peace,  excepting  only  goods, 
comprized  under  the  denoroina* 
tion  oF  contraband,"  and  which  art 
f perilled  by  a  fubfequent  artU 
cle."  ;  *•*",■ 

Your  High  Mightinefles  are  rot 
lefs  ignorant,  that  by  the  point  or 
article  fixed  on,  and  concluded  ttit 
30th  of  Dec.  1675,  at  the  Hague, 
between  Sir  William  Temple,  am- 
baflador  extraordinary  from  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
deputies  of^your  High  Mighti- 
nefles, it  is  fpecially  explained, 
"  that  the  true  fenfe  of  the  above 
articles  of  the  treaty  concluded  the 
1 1  th  of  September,  1674,  is,  and 
ought  to  be,  that  flnce  the  corn- 
el ufion  of  the  above  articles,  the 
veflels  and  (hips  belonging  to  the 
fubjecls  of  the  two  contracting 
powers,  fhOuld  and  may  navigate t 
trade,  and  negotiate,  not  only  front 
a  neutral  place  to  a  place  at  war 
with  either  of  the  two  nations,  but 
from  a  place  at  war  to  a  neutral 
place,  whether  or  not  the  two 
places  belong  to  the  fame  Sove- 
reign 


•1 
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State,    or   to    different    tineffes,  in  a  time  when  this  Mate 

was  at  war  with  France ;  and  that 
confequently  it  was  principally  die* 
tated  by  the  Englifh,  in  order  to 


feign    or    Mate,    or   to 
States  and  Sovereigns  with  which 
either  of  the  two  contracting  pow- 
ers may  be  at  war." 


It  will  not  be  difficult  for  your  procure  them  a  free  navigation  to 

memorial  ids  to  prove  in  the  mod  and  from  the  federal  ports  of  France* 

convincing  manner,  as  well  by  fo-  Since    then    the    Englifh    nation 

lid  reafons,  as  by  the  authority  of  were  the  fir  it  who  reaped  the  fruits 

the  bed  authors,  who  have  written  of  that   convention,    they    ought 


on  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
judgment  of  civilized  States  in 
general,  as  alfo  by  the  common 
rights  of  men,  and  without  the 
ncceflity  of  any  treaty  or  alliance ; 
that  in  cafe  of  war  between  two 
powers,  the  fubje&s  of  that  State 
in  peace  or  neutrality  with  the 
belligerent  powers,  ought  to  en- 
joy the  liberty  of  an  uninterrupted 
commerce,  and  without  being  tied 
down  by  all  the  powers  who  are  at 
war,  and  without  meeting  with 
the  kail  obilacle  under  any  pre- 
text whatever  ;  except  in  cafes 
where  neutral  nations  would  fupply 
the  belligerant  powers  with  war- 
like (lores  or  other  contraband 
goods,  or  are  endeavouring  to  nego- 
tiate with  places  befieged  or  block- 
aded. 

Your  memorialids,  therefore, 
confider  it  as  fuperfluous  to  call 
your  attention  to  fuch  an  objeel, 
feeing  that  the  law  of  nations  hath 
obtained  the  drifted  function  by 
the  treaty  concluded  between  this 
republic  and  England.  That  con- 
fequently it  is  not  a  queftion  what 
ought  to  be  the  cafe  between  two 
nations  who  have  not  any  reci- 
procal alliance,  but  that  it  is  only 
to  be  confidered,  what  treatment 
the  inhabitants  of  this  republic 
have  a  right  to  expe£l  on  the  part 
of  the  fubjcdls  of  Great  Britain, 
ftnee  the  alledged  treaty  dill  fub- 
fids,  and  was  concluded  on,  as  it 
is  well  known  to  ybur  High  Migh- 


not  to  prevent  the  fubjecls  of  this 
republic  from  profiting  in  their 
turn  of  the  advantages  of  a  free  na- 
vigation and  commerce,  which 
they  ftipulated  in  themfelves,  and 
which  they  'have  enjoyed  as  they 
have  found  it  convenient.  And 
this  obje&ion  ought  to  appear  the 
better  founded,  as  the  dipulations 
in  the  treaty  agreeing  with  the 
law  of  nations,  ought  to  be  a  con- 
sideration of  the  greateft  weight 
with  a  nation  which  would  wifh  to 
preferve  any  pretenfions  to  reafon 
and  equity,  and  that  would  not 
violate  in  any  point  the  faith,  of  a 
treaty  fo  folemn  as  the  above- men* 
tioned. 

The  memorialids,  therefore, 
hope,  that  by  the  efficacy  of  thefe 
reafons,  the  injuftice  will  appear 
to  your  High  MightinefTes,  as 
well  of  making,  thofe  prizes  as  the 
manner  of  carrying  away  the  vef* 
fels  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  re- 
public, navigated  from  a  third 
place  to  the  ports  of  France,  or 
from  one  port  of  the  fame  kingdom 
to  another,  without  con  fide  ring 
what  or  who  he  is,  who  ought  to 
be  confidered  as  proprietor  of  the 
cargo. 

That  this  injuftice  carries  fuch 
a  demon ftrative  proof,  that  neither 
the  proprietors  nor  the  fharers  of 
the  veifels  ought,  on  that  head,  to 
begin  making  by  indituting  a  pro- 
cefs  ;  but  that  it  belongs  to  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefly  to  give  immediate  or* 

den, 


STATE 

dersyas  *well  to  the  commanders  ofjhips 
of  war  as  to  thofe  of  the  letters- of 
marque*  that  they  no  longer  caufe  the 
leafi  injury ,  nor  any  longer  feize  the 
/hips  or  <ueffels  belonging  to  this  State ;. 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  Jhall 
be  bound  direSly  to  repair  the  in- 
juries already  done,  and  make  good 
the  damages  already  fufiained,  nnce 
they  can  no  longer  pretend  the 
ncceflky  of  a  judicial  examination, 
before  having  decided  previoofly 
on  che  validity  of  the  captures,  and 
that  it  is  otberwife  evident,  or  at 
leaft  ought  to  be  fo,  that  the  com-. 
miffion  for  feizing  the  (hips  and 
effetts  belonging  to  an  enemy, 
cannot  concern  the  fubje&s  of  a 
power  with  whom  they  are  bound 
by  treaty,  and  according  to  which 
the  navigation  and  commerce 
fhould  be  free ;  and  that  there  is* 
be  fides,  a  right  that  the  (hip 
fhould  protecl  the  cargo;  nothing 
being  fo  certain,  that  in  fuch  cir- 
cum fiances,  the  leaft  obftru&ion 
given  to  a  (hip  is  an  ad  of  the  moft 
daring  injuflice;  that  of  courfe, 
the  d  a  ngerousconfequences  brought 
on  by  fo  flagrant  a  violation  of 
the  law  of  nations  cannot  be  re- 
paired, although  the  (hips  fhould 
be  afterwards  releafed,  and  da- 
mages fhould  be  awarded. 

Befides  the  ju  ft  ice  of  thefe  afler- 
tions,  and  the  validity  of  thefe 
complaints,  the  taking  of  fhips 
bound  for  the  ports  of  France, 
not  only  induces  your  memorialifts 
to  folicit  your  High  MightinefTes 
to  interpofe,  and  even  to  infift  on 
immediate  reparation  for  damages 
already  fuftained,  and  fecurity  for 
what  may  accrue.  Your  memo- 
rialifts alfo  cannot  difpenfe  with 
refpe&fully  laying  open  to  your 
High  MightinefTes  the  lamentable 
confequences  which  will  refult  to 
the  merchants,  and  of  courfe  to 
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the  ftate  in  general,  In  cafe  the 
vefielf  and  (hips  of  the  fahje&*  o€ 
this. republic  cannot' be  guarded 
againft  what  are  little  fhort  q£*#s 
of  piracy. 

In  effefi,  the  feizure  of  the 
(hips  not  only  occafionsl  to  the  pro* 
pnqtors  a  prejudice  and  confider- 
able  damage,  and  opprefles  then* 
in  many  reijpc&s  by  very  lar^je  e** 
pences,  but  the  flopping  even  of , 
merchandize,  and  the  danger  and 
fooil  of  goods,  to  whicfi  they  art 
frbjc&  $  the  poffibility  of  the  fall 
of  the  price  of  markets,  as  well  a4 
other  events,  are  alio  very  preju- 
dicial to  the  above  prQwietort. 
and  others  in terefted  therein}  ana 
if  ftill  by  fuch  proceedings^  and 
againJl  all  remonftrance,  the  Enjr- 
li{h  will  pretend  that, the  goods 
embarked  are  from  that  moment 
to  be  considered  a*  French  proper^ . 
ty,  and  fubjed  to  confifcalioa,  the 
confequences  of  fo  najajft  a  fnppev 
fition  will  infallibly  cauie  the  em* 
tire  ruin  of  many  infurers.  in  thu 
country ;  *nd  it  will  be  the  move 
unjuft,  as  the  vefTcls  hitherto  feiz* 
ed,  or  liable  to  be  feized;  have 
had  all  their  cargoes  in  fared  in  a 
time  when  there  was  not  the 
leaft  hoftility  commenced  between 
France  and  Great  Britain,  which 
alone  gives  a  fufficient.  reafbn 
why  thofe  fhips  Jbould  not  befeiwd, 
much  lefs  fhould  they  be  declared 
legal  prizes. 

Further,  without  eflimating  the^ 
damage  which  necefTarily  muft  be-  • 
fnl  on  the  feveral  p/rfons  wit  ere  fled 
in  fhips  feized,  or  expofed  to  fei- 
zure,  the  confequences  of  a  ieizure 
fo  unjuft  as  that  of  Dutch  fhips, 
deftined  for  the  ports  of  France, 
will  have  the  mod  dangerous  in- 
fluence  on  the  commerce  and  na- 
vigation of  the  republic  in  general, 
firice  not  only  the  inevitable  dfe€t 

will 
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will  be  the  abfolute  ruin  of  all 
commerce  with  France,  but  the 
more  (o,  as  all  the  other  nations, 
which  until  this  time  have  em- 
ployed, and  will  again  employ 
Dutch  (hips  to  tranfport  the'r  mer- 
chandize to  the  ports  of  France, 
or  other  places,  will  be  deprived 
of  employing  for  the  future,  mips 
expo  fed  to  be  detained  or  made 
prizes  of. 

Thefe  premifes  will  afford  a  vaft 
ground  of  fpeculation,  when  it  will 
pleafe  your  High  MightinefTes  to 
reflect,  that  notwithstanding  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  by  the  firft 
article  of  his  regulations,  concern- 
ing the  navigation  of  neutral  (hips 
in  times  of  war,  under  the  date 
of  July  26,  1778,  has  voluntarily 
forbidden  all  his  privateers  and 
(hips  to  flop  or  feize  any  fhip  be- 
longing to  neutral  powers,  even 
failing  from,  or  bound  to,  the 
enemy's  ports,  excepting  only 
blockaded  places,  and  {hips  laden 
with  contraband  goods ;  judging 
it  proper,  neverthelefs,  to  declare, 
that  his  Majefty  referves  the  right 
of  revoking  this  liberty,  in  cafe 
the  power  at  war  wirh  him  doth 
not  think  it  proper  to  extend  the 
fame  favour,  before  the  expiration 
of  fix  months,  to  be  computed 
from  the  date  when  the  above  re- 
gulations were  publifhed.  Accord- 
ing to  this,  it  may  then  happen 
that  his  Chriftian  Majefty,  in 
making  reprifals,  would  alfo  limit 
the  franchifements  of  the  fhips  of 
this  ftate,  when  the  memorialifts, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  re- 
public, will  fee  your  MightinefTes 
entirely  deprived  of  their  com- 
merce and  navigation  with  the 
two  kingdoms  and  their  dependen- 
cies, and  in  this  manner  fupport- 
iog,  however  unjuftly,   the  vigo- 
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roos  effects  of  war,  the  fame  as  If 
this  republic  was  actually  concern- 
ed therein. 

However  matters  may  terminate, 
your  memorialifts  deem  it  needlefs 
to  fhew  to  your  High  MightinefTes 
the  horrible  refult  of  fucn  a  com- 
mercial decline,  for  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  country  in  general* 
feeing  that  by  commerce  the  re* 
public  is  aggrandized  ;  that  in 
trade  (he  finds  the  moft  folid  be- 
nefits, and  that  if  her  commerce 
perifhes,  (he  will  foon  find  herfelf 
on  the  brink  of  deftruction.  What 
i?  ftill  further  to  be  apprehended, 
when  we  have  reflected  on  the  un* 
jnft  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
Englifh,  the  navigation  and  com- 
merce between  this  country  and 
France,  and  very  likely  by  an  in- 
evitable rupture  with  England, 
both  will  be  totally  prevented,  it 
may  furnifh  occafion  to  other  king- 
doms to  carry  on  our  trade,  of 
which,  again  ft  all  reafon  and  juf* 
tice,  the  ufage  will  be  forbidden 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  republic, 
whilft  frequent  examples,  founded 
on  moft  woeful  experience,  will 
teach  us,  that  one  time  or  other, 
by  a  certain  concurrence  of  cir- 
cumftances,  one  branch  of  com- 
merce taken  away,  can  never  re- 
turn into  its  ancient  courfe. 

Prompted  thus  by  every  motive 
that  can  be  alledged,  your  memo* 
rialifts  refpectfully  addrefs  your 
High  MightinefTes,  that  it  may 
pleafe  them  to  prevent  and  reftore 
the  damages  done  to  the  merchants 
of  this  country,  by  the  feizure  of 
her  fhips  bound  for  the  ports  of 
France,  by  the  Englifh  nation, 
againft  the  faith  of  treaties  t  in  cpen 
violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  in 
oppojition  to  natural  equity.  In  fhort, 
to  prevent  for  the  iuture  fuch  ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinary  proceedings,  to:  main-  infpe&ion  of  the  consignments  and 

tain  the  rights  and  privileges  of  other  papers  found  on  board  tbt 

the    feveral    inhabitants    of   thU  above  (hips  would  fofficiently  fliew 

State,  which  they  hold  from  Ood  that  they  *vere  not  laden  with  an} 

and    nature,    and   on   which  the  fbrt  of  merchandize  under  tht  dernnti*' 

Engliih  nation  are  bound  by  the  ndt ion  of  contraband  goods  %  fperifiti. 

molt  folemn  treaties  to  make  no  by  the  third  article  of  the  Mario* 

infractions.  Treaty,  concluded  in  the  month 

That  it  will  pleafe  your  High  of  December,  1674,  between 'the 

Mightinefles  to  provide  foeedjly  Court  of  Great  Britain  and  thia 

and  efficacioufly,    as  well  by  the  republic.  ••• 

moil  ferious  reprefentations  to  the        That  this  conduit  of  the  Britiik 

Court  of  England,  on  the  fubje&  nation,    the  flagrant   injuftice   9/ 

of  the  diforders  committed,  and  to  which  might  he  very  eafify  proved 

prevent    their    confcquences,     by  by  an  appeal  to  the  late  of  nation* > 

giving  a  fufficient  protection^   by  if  it  be  not  already  evident,  «a 

the  means  of  the  (hips  of  war,  to  well  by  the  afprefaid  treaty  as  by 

the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  Explanatory  Convention  of  1675 # 

this  country,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  will  infallibly  accelerate  the  entire 

your  High  MightineiTes,  infpired  ruin  of  the  commerce  and  naviga* 

by   your    acknowledged   wifdom,  tion  of  the  United  Provinces*  if 

and  animated  by  paternal  regard  not  timely  and  efficacioufly  pre* 

and  zeal  for  the  profperity  of  this  vented. 

republic,  (hall  judge  proper.  Notwithstanding. the  -many  ar» 

guments  that  might  be  urged,  yonf 

■  '■  memorialifts  will  not  trouble  your 

High    Mightinefles  with   all  tht 

To  their   High    Mightinefles  the  reafons  they  have  to  alledge  in 

States   General  of  the  United  proof  that  the  deftru&ion  of  our 

States.  commerce  and  navigation  mo  ft  fol* 

low,    as  the    unavoidable  confe* 

A    MEMORIAL,  quence  of  the  unjuft  proceedings  of 

the  Englifli,   our  neighbours,  -of 

RefpeStfully  prefenttd  by  the  Mer-  which  there  is  no  occafion  of  any 

chants  and  Owners  of  Ships  of  the  further   proof,  it  having  already 

Town  of  Rotterdam.  been    fully    represented    to  your 

High  Mightinefles. 

THAT  very  lately  a  confider-  Your  memorialifts  therefore  only 
able  number  of  mips  belong-  aflume  the  liberty  of  obfervine  iftV 
ing  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  very  few  words,  that  by  the  fei2or* 
State,  and  bound  for  France,  have  of  their  /hips,  although  they  may 
been  (lopped  at  fea  either  by  the  afterwards  be  releafed  even  with 
fhips  of  the  royal  marine  of  Eng-  indemnity,  the  neceffary  delays  in 
land,  or  by  commiffioned  fhips  of  fuch  cafes  are  yet  highly  prejudicial 
the  fame  nation,  and  afterwards  and  totally  ruinous  to  the  mer* 
carried  into  the  ports  of  Great  chants  of  thefe  provinces* 
Britain,  where  they  continue  to  be        That,  during  the  detention  of 


detained,  notwithftanding  the  bare    the  merchandize*  the  coram 
Vol.  XXII.  [D  d\  a/f 
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are  expofed  to  the  injury  of  tbe  fall 
of  markets,  and  tbe  merchants  are, 
hefides,  in  that  interval,  deprived 
of  the  opportunity  cf  furnifhing 
themfelvcs  in  return  with  fuca 
goods  as  they  intended  when  the 
rirft  cargoes  arrived  at  their  defined 
ports. 

In  (hort,  the  Dutch  (hips  em- 
ployed for  the  trar.fportation  of 
merchand  ze  to  France  and  elfe- 
where,  being  detained,  will,  with- 
out doubt,  (the  reLIt  -jf  luch  pro- 
ceedings out  of  the  queilion)  occa- 
fion  fewer  number?  to  be  hired  in 
fuch  fervice  for  the  future. 

That  this  fcizure  and  detention 
are  not  onlv  in    them  lei  ves   fufH- 

4 

c»ent  entirely  to  ruin  our  commerce 
aod  navigation,  b-Jt  that  this  ruin 
will  be  more  rapid iy  brought  on, 
whene'er  it  fnaii  p'enfe  the  Eng- 
lish ration  to  nickc  a  fecor.d  ltride 
of  iniuttice,  and  havir.3  feizeJ  the 
ihips  bound  for  our  Treiich  mer- 
chants, or  from  France  to  this 
State,  they  have  cr.ly  to  declare 
them  legal  prize?. 

That  this  profpect  is  dill  more 
deplorable,  when  your  memorial  ills 
reflect  on  the  regulv.ion  given  by 
his  ChriiHan  M:- jelly,  on  the  26th 
of  July  lail,  concerning  the  navi- 
gation cf  neutral  Jhips  ;  becaufe, 
although  that  Monarch  therein 
forbids  the  ftoppage  and  feizure  of 
neutral  fhips,  bound  to  or  from  an 
enemy's  port,  he  neverthelefs  re- 
ferves  to  himfeif  a  right  of  revok- 
ing that  e*l!ct,  in  cafe  any  foreign 
power  Jkould  net  a^rce  to  the  fame 
regulation  rejpeSling  neutral  Jhips. 
From  hence  it  necefiarily  refults, 
that,  if  the  English  continue  to 
detain  and  feize  our  fhips  coming 
from  France,  or  going  thereto,  we 
may  expeft  the  fame  treatment 
from  the  French   with  regard  to 
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oar  (Hips  comings  from,  or  going 
to  Great  Britain,  and  by  thefe 
means,  and  to  the  total  rain  of 
thefe  States,  they  will  be  deprived 
of  the  benefits  of  commerce  and 
navigation  with  both  countries. 

Your  memorialiils,  therefore, 
flatter  themfelves  that  your  High 
Miehticeffes  will  find  thefe  reafons 
iufneiently  conclufive  to  j unify  the 
prefencation  of  this  memorial,  as 
alfo  that  your  High  Mightinefles 
will  take  fuch  meafures,  dictated 
by  your  ufual  wifdom,  and  agree- 
able to  the  protection  cf  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  thefe  pro- 
vinces, in  order  to  iave  them  from 
that  total  ruin  with  which  they  axe 
now  threatened. 


To  thir  High  Mightinefles  the 
States  General  of  the  United 
Provinces. 

A    MEMORIAL, 

ReJpeB fully  delivered  frtm  the  Mir* 
chants,  Proprietors  of  Vejfels,  and 
Exchange  hijurers,  cf  the  *T#wns 
cf  Amiterdam,  Rotterdam,  and 
Dordrecht. 

HP  HAT  the  unjuft  procedure 
*>  of  interrupting  the  navigation 
and  commerce  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  republic,  for  a  con  fid  er  able 
time  pad,  by  Englijh  tommijjhuili 
Jhips,  as  well  as  by  the  fhips  and 
officers  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
has  put  many  proprietors  and 
others,  whofe  mips  and  goods  have 
Seen  feized,  undertheindifpenfible 
necelTitv  of  calling  upon  the  inter-, 
ceffion.  and  entreating  the  fatherly 
protection  of  your  High  Mighti- 
ness ,  in  order  to  obtain  a  releafe 
of  the  fhips  and  cargoes  which  have 

been 
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been  thus  unjuftly  captured,  and  nos  rights  of  natwe*  at  by  the 

detained.  moft  folemn  treaties  which  now> 

That  befides  a  great  number  of  exift  between  Great  Britain  saA 

merchants    eftablifhpd    in    thefe.  this  ReptfbHc;     and    that  jrobn 

towns,  as  well  as  others  through-  memorulifb  would  then  have  had 

out  the  provinces,  haying  prefent-.  every  reafon  to  believtJ,  that'  tk# 

ed  a  refpe&ful   addrefs  to  your  violence  hitherto  committed,  weril 

High   Mightinefles,   to  fee  thofe  the  ads  of  private  perfons,  arts! 

evils    redrefled,    of  which,    with  committed  without  the  order:  of 

great  reafon,  they  think  they  have  permiffion  of  that  King  of  Gffeaft 

a  right  to  complain,  your  memo-  Britain,    and    that  io  far   front 

rialifls  flattered  themfelves,   that  avoiding  them,  his  Britannic . Ma* 

your  High  Mightinefles  letters  of  }dky>  according,  to  his  acknowt 

recommendation  to  Count  Welder  en  y  ledged  equity,    would  not  lo^o' 

your    Envoy    Extraordinary    and  made  the  lea&  difficulty  of  immo* 

Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  diately  remedying,  them,  especially 

Great  Britain,  fen t  at  the  requeft  after  he    had.  .received  our  juft 

of  the  reclaimants,  as  well  as  by  a  complaints  from  the  hands  of  yont 
general  notification  addrefied  by.  High  Mightinefles.  '  .%'f 

your  High  Mightinefles  to  Count        That:  notwithstanding  yoarmif 

Welderen,    in  order  for  him   to  morialifts,  with  great  regret* "fpft 

prefent  without  delay  the  moft  fe*  ceire  that  all  the  reprefentapottt> 

rious  remonftrances  in  the  name  of  made  by,  or  on  the  part  of  your 

your  High  Mightinefles,  as  well  to  High  Mightineflesnn:  thb  fuhJedj 

Jiis  IJrjtannic  Majefty,  as  to. his  have  only  prodpoed  tat  injun&KMi 

Minifters,  (in  which  your  memoriae  from  the  Lords  of  the  Englilh  ntf*. 

lifts  ackoowledged  with  gratitude  miralty,  to  refeafe'ther  fhips  which 

the  paternal  care  of  your  High  were  not  laden  with  timber  ortisp- 

MightinefTes,  for  the   welfare  of  ging,.  but  not  that  for  the  future, 

the  inhabitants  of  this  date)  that,  fuch  of  our  (hips,  as  might  be  laden 

we  expected,    the  faid  letters  of  with  the  under-mentioned  artidft 

recommendation  would  have  pro-  mould  be  indemnified  from  cap* 

duced  the  defued  effect  ;  that  is  to  ture,  and  fo  far  from  allowing  the 

fay,  that  the  fhips  fo  flopped  and  leaft  damages  to  the  fufierers  co»» 

fo  unjuftly  feized,  with  their,  cai>  cerned  in   the  fmall   number  of 

goes,  would  have  boen  immediately  flrips   which  have  been  releafod, 

fet  at  liberty.  the  Engliflr  continue  daily  to  d«- 

That  the  expences,    damages*  tain  fuch  of  onr  veffeU  as  are  laden 

and  interefts  occafioned  by  their  with  mails,   planks,   hemp,  assjd 

detention,   would  have  been  de-  other  articles  for  fhip  building, 

frayed  to  the  furTerers,  and  that  coming  from  the  Baltic,  mnd  found 

the  inhabitants  of  this  it  ate  would  to  France. 

have  received  the  neceflary  affix-        Your  memorialifb  are  *1fi>in« 

rances,  that  they  could  have  con*  formed,  that  the  intentions  of  the, 

tinued  to  carry  on  their  navigation  Britifh  Minifby  are  to  order  a  coh- 

and  commerce  with  that  freedom  £fcation  of  the  lading  of  all  fliips 

and  fafety  which  they  have- a  right  whofe  cargoes  they  mail  deem  ttt 

to  expect,  as  wdj  frpjn  the  com-  behmt  to  From  |  or  rather/  in  this 

[Dd]z  uafe 
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cafe,  where  they  (hall  think  that  this  State ;  and  daring  the  fecond 
the  French  have  not  an  intereft  in  period,  near  twelve  millions,  which 
the  veffels,  to  order  them  to  be  is  fnfficiently  proved  by  the  print- 
re  leafed,  but  to  retain  the  cargo,  ed  records  of  thofe  times,  and 
reimbursing  only  the  value,  and  which  are  laid  before  your  High 
paying  only  the  freightage  of  the  Mightinefies. 
(hips  according  to  the  Aims  award-  Befides,  the  value  of  the  cargoes 
ed.  contained  in  the  (hips  now  a&u- 

Under    this    confederation,    as    ally  detained  in  England,  amount 
they  cannot  but  allow,  that  on  the    already    to   a    very    confiderable 
ene  hand  this  mode  of  arguing,    fum,  which  is  not  only  excluded 
and  this  manner  of  ailing,  by  the    from  circulation,  but  the  total  loft 
<  Britifli  Miniftry,  are  diametrically    of  it,   or  of  great  part  of  it,  if 
oppofite  to  the  reciprocal  obliga-    fuch  proceedings  ^nriPUfi  fff*™^ 
tions  which  bind  the  two  nations,    tve  frivolous  pretext  that  it  IgfatZ* 
the  rights  of  men,  as  fan&ioned    to  tie  Trench,  and  is.  under  jbat 
by  the  laws  of  nature  and  nations,    dilM^Monl  (o  fe  cflqAtoftf.    will 
as  well  as  to  the  marine  treaty  of    ^^I^Trffft  /Siuirfilynn  fhft  IHir*» 
the  nth  of  December,   1674,  in    mercKants,  aiTarers,  &c.  to  which 
particular;    on   which,    notwich-    we  mult  again  add,  the  prodigious 
{landing  this  republic  hath  not  on    damage  occafioned  to  the  owners 
her  part  made  the  leaft  infraction,    of  (hips  by  the  delay  of  fuch  vef- 
and   that   fuch    procedures   muft    fels,  the  continuance  of  wages  and 
evidently  wound  and  even  deilroy    provifions  during  the  detention,  as 
thofe  rules  of  equity   and   good    well  as  the  floppage  of  the  naviga- 
faith,  from  which  civilized  nations    tion  daring  the  interval, 
ought  not  to  depart ;  fo,  on  the        Further,  the  feamen  on  board 
other  hand,  if  the  Englifh  Minif-    fuch  veffels,  and  who  are  fo  ef- 
try  mould   obftinately  perfift    in    fential  to  this  republic,  will  either 
fuch  an  unjuil  conduct,  the  confe-    efcape  or  be  /educed  into  the  fervite 
quences  muft  neceffarily  bring  on,     of  Great  Britain.     In  fliort,  if  the 
not  only  the  total  ruin  of  a  great    inhabitants  of  this   republic  are 
number  of  your  memorial  ids,  who    prevented  from  freely  navigating 
are    immediately    interefted,   but    in  a  manner  agreeable  to  the  faith 
alfo  the  intire  decline  of  the  com-    of  treaties,  their   veffels   will  be 
xnerce  and   navigation  of  all  the    lefs  employed  than  the  (hips  of  any 
inhabitants  of  this  country,    on    other  nation,  on  whom  the  Eng- 
which  the  welfare,  profperity,  and    Kfli  dare  not  impofe  the  fame  re- 
prefervation  of  the  ftate  entirely    (Iri&ive  law ;    confequently    the 
depend.  ihips  of  the  latter  will  be  employ- 

Thefe  evils  have  been  exem-  ed  in  tranfporting  the  goods  and 
plified  in  former  times,  but  parti-  merchandize,  the  exportation  and 
cularly  in  the  years  1746,  1747,  vend  of  which,  interefb  as  much 
and  1748,  and  from  1756  to  1758.  the  inhabitants  of  the*  north,  as 
In  the  fir  ft  period  we  may  eflimate  their  beneficial  importation  from 
a  lofs  of  upwards  of  twenty  mil-  the  fouth  of  Europe. 
linns,  caufed  by  the  Engliih  on  The  confideration  of  all  thefe 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of   obje&s     collectively    determined 

your 
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your  memorialing  again  to  addrefs  anfwer  from  Lord  Suffolk,  one  of 
your  High  Mightinefles,   and  to  his  Majefty's  Principal  Secretaries 
implore  once  more  your  fovereign  of  State,  to  the  Count  Weldered, 
and  efficacious  protection .    Their  dated  the  10th  of  October,   tho 
memorials  are  founded  upon  well  moft  convincing  proofs  of  his  Ma- 
grounded  apprehenfions  of  inevifr-  jefty's  friendship  towards  them.     v' 
able  ruin,  not  only  to  themfelves,  After  an  explicit  detail  of  tht 
but  to  the  State  at  large,  if  the  hoftile  and  unprecedented  condocV 
Englifh  Miniftry  obftinately  perfift  of  his    moft    Chriftian    Majesty, 
in  their  prefent  proceedings  to-  which    condncT    occafioned    tht 
wards  our  (hips.          ^  feeming  irregularity  of  the  Court. 
Finally,  your  memorialing  firmly  of  Great  Britain,  in  feizing  tbe 
believe,  that  this  State  is  neither  de-  ihfps  appertaining  to  neutral  pow- 
ficient  in  power,  nor  that  bet  inbabi-  crs  bound  to  the  porta  of  France, 


tants  want  inclination  or  courage  to  the  meafure  hath  been  fully 

maintain  the  independency  oftbeir  re-  plained  on  the  principles  of  aecefi* ' 

public  againft  all  unjuft  violence  ;  my  and  felf-defence,  againft  aav 

and  they  alfo  look  on  it  as  infufferable,  enemy  who  hath  ever  acted  CO* 

that  a  nation  which  owes  tbe  fecurity  vertly  and  by  furpVize.— The  mc* 

and  preservation  of  ber  civil  and  re-  deration  ana  equity  of  the  KtQg 

ligious  liberties  to  tbe  affiftamce  and  my  matter,  would  not  permit  bin* 

co- operation  of  this   republic,    and  to  difregard  the  complaints  of  tfcfc 

which  otherwife  is  united  with  her  fubjects  of   their  High  MightU 

by  ties  of  mutual  and  pofitive  intereft,  neffes,  from  the  moment  there  ajh 

jhould  dare,  againft  the  ftrft  prim-  peared  a  poffibility  to  renew  theaY  ' 

ciples  of  natural  equity,  againft  all  It  is  for  this  reafon  that  his  M*V» 

rules  of  tight,  adopted  by  au  civilized  jefty  has  declared  his  intention  ft* 

nations,  and  againft  the  faith  of  all  releafe  the  Dutch  vtffels,   undct 

folemn  treaties,  for  the  rea/on  only  of  conditions  the  moft  amicable  and 

convenience;  that  this  very  na-  the  lead  difad  vantageous,  as  far  ajf 

Hon,  we  fay,  Jhould  dare  to  caufe  fo  circumftances  will   admit.      The) 

much  trouble  and  prejudice  to    tbe  war,  however,  ftill  continues,  and 

commerce  and  navigation  of  this  re-  the  active  endeavours  of  the  ene* 

public,  and  that  in  fo  notorious  a  my  to  pufh  matters  to  extremity, 

manner,  that  the  total  ruin  ofindivi-  obliges  his  Majefty  to  guard  againft 

duals,  and  the  entire  decay  of  trade,  the  danger.     He  wiihes,  nevtf* 

as  well  as  of  navigation,  muft  be  tbe  thelefs,  to  involve  his  good  neigh* 

final  refult  oftbeir  conduc?.  hours  and  allies  as  little  as  pof&blet 


and   although  France   has 

threatened  to  invade  his  Majefty^a 
A   MEMORIAL,  dominions  and  territories,  having, 

Delivered  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  to    for  thac  P«rP°fc'  «£ *****  »tt,fc£ 

/^Deputies  .//^States  Gene-    '°.°'   arm,cs  °ftn  **".  «**>  *• 

ral,  on  tbe  zzd  of  November,    *»••  V  J**"'  m£*~2  ? 
'g  J  *    claim    fuch    fuccour  from    their 

77  '  High    Mightinefles  as   they  art) 

THEIR   High  Mightinefles    bound  to  grant,  by  the  moft  ea> 
will  have  received,  by  the    plicit  and  folemn  treaties,  whenever 

[Dd]  3  4fech 
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fuch  fuccours  may  be  on  his  part 
required,  namely,  the  treaty  of 
1678,  and  the  feparate  article  of 
1716;  his  Majefty  confines  him- 
{c\f  for  the  prefent  folely  to  lay 
before  their  High  MightinefTes  the 
(late  of  affairs,  the  motive  of  his 
conduct,  and  the  neceffity  he  finds 
himfelf  under  to  take  mcafures  for 
his  own  defence,  and  the  prefer- 
vation  of  his  dominions. 

It  is  only  with  this  view  that  I 
am  ordered  by  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty,  to  propofe  to  their  High 
MightinefTes  a  conference,  to  con- 
sider of  the  moft  proper  means  to- 
wards an  amicable  regulation  of 
fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding  in  fu- 
ture, refpe&ing  fuch  articles  as  his 
Majefty,  without  yielding  to  his 
enemies,  cannot  poffibly  fufFer 
them  to  be  fupplied  with.  It  can- 
not have  efcaped  the  attention  of 
their  High  MightinefTes,  that  Lord 
Suffolk  in  explaining  his  Majefty's 
fentiments  to  Count  Welderen, 
fully  demonftrated  the  King's  fin- 
cere  defire  to  pay  the  ftri&eft  re- 
gard to  the  faith  of  treaties,  as  far  as 
they  do  not  direttly  tend  to  expofe 
him  to  imminent  danger.  It  is  by 
no  means  his  intention,  nor  is  it 
his  wifh,  to  caufe  the  leaft  inter- 
ruption to  the  commerce  of  Hol- 
land, ufually  carried  on  with 
France,  excepting  warlike  and 
naval  ftores,  and  even  this  reftric- 
tion  fhall  be  enjoyed  with  equity, 
and,  I  am  confident,  with  every 
poffible  degree  of  generofity. 

I  therefore,  in  obedience  to  my 
inftruttions,  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  requeft  an  audience,  to  know 
whether,  in  cohfequence  of  the 
anfwer  delivered  to  Count  Wel- 
deren, their  High  MightinefTes 
are  refolved  to  open  a  conference 
with  me  }    On  my  part,  I  intreat 
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you  to  aflure  their  High  Mighti- 
nefTes, that  as  well  from  my  being 
authorifed  by  his  Majefty,  as  from 
my  being  per fon ally  difpofed,  after 
a  refidence  in  this  country  of  27 
years,  their  High  MightineJTes 
will  find  in  me  every  readinefs  to 
attend  to  their  complaints,  and 
regard  for  their  welfare;  and  I 
flatter  myfelf  that  in  the  courfe  of 
the  conference  I  fhall  convince 
them,  that  whatever  forced  and 
affected  turn  may  have  been  given  to 
the  conduit  of  my  Court,  it  has 
been  founded  on  the  juftice,  mo- 
deration, and  neceffity  of  our  ficu- 
ation.  In  expectation  of  the  de« 
cifion  of  their  High  MightinefTes 
on  what  I  have  laid  before  them, 
I  truft  that  their  known  equity 
and  friendfhip  towards  his  Majef- 
ty, agreeable  to  their  recent  afiu~ 
rances  by  their  Envoy,  will  prove 
fufficient  not  to  authorize  their 
fubje&s  to  carry  naval  ftores,  under 
convoy,  to  France,  as  being  the 
moft  dangerous  object  to  the  fecu* 
rity  of  Great  Britain. 


A    MEMORIAL, 

Pre/ented  by  bis  Excellency  the  Duke 
de    Vauguyon,    Ambaffador    of 
France  to  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low 
Countries. 

THE  opinion  which  the  King 
my  m after  hath  entertained, 
that  your  High  MightinefTes,  ani- 
mated with  the  defire  of  per  pet  u> 
ating  the  perfect  harmony  which 
fubfifts  between  France  and  the 
States  General,  will,  in  the  prefent 
circumftances,  fcrupuloufty  adhere 
to  the  principles  of  abfolute  neu- 
trality, has  induced  his  Majefty  to 
comprehend  the  United  Provinces 

itt 
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in  the  regulation  which  was  made 
in  the  month  of  July  1  aft,  concern-* 
ing  the  commerce  and  navigation 
of  neutral  powers, 

His  Majefty  has  dill  lefs  reafon 
to  doubt  the  perfeverance  of  your 
High  MightinefTes  in  thefe  princi«r 
pies,  after  fo  many  aiTu  ranees 
given  in  claiming  their  captures* 
which  are  the  foundation  and  gua- 
rantee of  the  folid  repofe  and  pro* 
fperity  of  the  Republic.  But  his 
Majefty,  notwithstanding,  wifhes 
to  procure  on  this  head  a  more  cer* 
tain  a  flu  ranee,  and  it  is  with  this 
view  that  his  Majefty  has  ordered 
me  to  demand  of  your  High  Migh- 
tiness a  clear  and  fpecific  expla- 
nation of  your  ulterior  determina- 
tions, and  fo  to  ftate  them,  that 
his  Majefty  may  be  enabled  to 
judge  whether  they  tend  to  main- 
tain or  annul  th^e  reciprocal  regu- 
lations' which  his  Majefty  would 
wifh  to  confolidate. 

The  better  to  explain  his  Ma- 
jefty's  views  and  intentions  to  your 
High  MightinefTes,  I  have  the  ho- 
nour of  notifying  to  you,  that  the 
King  my  matter  flatters  himfeJf, 
that  your  anfwer  to  this  Memorial 
will  preferve  to  the  flag  of  the 
United  Provinces,  all  the  liberty 
which  of  right  belongs  to  them  as 
an  independent  State,  and  to  their 
commerce  all  the  refped  which  is 
due  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
faith  of  treaties. 

The  leaft  derogation  from  thole 
principles  of  neutrality  you  have 
profcfl'ed,  will  betray  a  partiality, 
the  confequences  of  which  will  in- 
cur the  neceflity  of  putting  an  end 
to  not  only  the  advantages  which 
his  Majefty  promifes  to  your  flag 
in  cafe  of  a  ftrict  obfervance  of 
neutrality,  but  alfo  the  effect ial 
favours   and    benefits  which    the 


y  A  B  £  1*  ,5,   ;      jjtf 

commence  tf  the  United  Provinces 
enjoy  i*  all  the  ports  of  hi*  fci*g<r 
don. 

This  Memorial  19  prc(fente4 
without  any  other  motive,  than  to 
fhew  the  good  will  an^d  affe&ibn  of 
histM£jefty  for  your  High 
tineffes..' 

Hague*J)ic,&,  177a.    . 
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O r  d  rn  of  chej? rench  King's  Cow- 
ctl  of  State,  which  is  to  take 
pla.ee  on  the  26th  of  banal?* 
1779,  and  revokes,  with  cefbeft 
to  the;febje£U  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries* 
(the  City  of  Amfterdam  except- 
ed) air  the  advantages  given* 
by  the  firft  article  of  the  regoku 
tion  of  the  26th  0/ July,  1778^ 
to  the  navigation  of  neotral  reft 
fels :  directs  alio,  that  all  HoU 
landvef&li  fhall  provifionalhr 
execute  the  firft,  fecood,  thira, 
fourth,  and  fifth  articles  of  the 
regulation  of  the  21ft  of  Octo- 
ber, 1744;  fubje#ing  the  fai4 
vefTels  to  the  payment  of  duties 
on  freightage,  and  to  the  oak* 
ing  a  new  entry. 

'January  14,  1779.  .    , 

Extras  from  the  Rtgifters  rf  th 
Council  of  Statt*  1 

*  .     •  * 

THE  King  having  declare^ 
by  his  regulation  of  the  26th 
of  July  laft,  concerning  the  nayi* 
gation  of  neutral  vefteTs,  that  hp 
referved  to  himfelf  the  power  ojf 
revoking  the  liberty  grantee)  by  the 
fir  ft  article,  in  cafe  the  belligerent 
powers  would  not  grant  the  life* 
within  the  fpace  of  fix  months  f 
and  his  Majefty,  judging  it  pror 
per  to  make  known  his  intentions* 
xelattvje  to  the  veflcU  .belonging  to 
[Da-]  4  lilt 
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ike  fabje&s  of  the  Republic  of    flag,  ia  coafequeace  of  her  iade- 
the  United  Provinces  of  the  Lour    pendente  and  integrity  of  coin- 


Countries,  has  in  council  ordered 
and  declared  as  follows : 

Article  the  ift. 
The  Republic  of  the  United 


merce,  which  the  rights  of  nations 
and  treaties  fecure  to  her;  and 
his  Majefty,  defirous  of  giving  the 
laid  city  a  ftriking  example  of  his 
benevolence,  has  refer  wed  to  the 
Provinces  not  having  obtained  of  (hips  freighted  by  the  inhabitants 
the  Court  of  London  the  liberty    of  Amfterdam,  the   liberty  pro- 


of navigation ,  equal  to  that  which 
the  King  had  conditionally  pro- 
sailed  to  their  flag,  and  which 
their  treaties  with  England  fliould 
fecure  to  them,  his  Majefty  re- 
vokes, with  refpeft  to  the  fubje£b 
of  the  faid  Republic,  the  advan- 
tages granted  by  the  firft  article, 
concerning  the  commerce  and  na- 
vigation of  neutral  (hips  ;  and  in 
confequence  declares  it  his  pica- 
fare,  that  the  veflfe Is  of  the  faid 
Republic  (hall  provisionally  execute 
the  fir  ft,  fecond,  third,  fourth, 
and  fifth  articles  of  the  regulation 
of  the  z  1  ft  of  O&ober,  1 744. 

2.  His  Majefty  further  declares, 
that  from  the  date  of  the  26th  of 
January,  1779,  the  veflels  belong- 
ing to  the  fubje&s  of  the  faid 
Republic,  (hall  pay  the  duty  on 
freightage,  as  is  eftablilhed  by  the 
ordinances   and  regulations,    and 


mi  fed  by  the  firft  article  of  the 
regulation  of  the  26th  of  July  laft, 
concerning  the  navigation  of  neu- 
tral veflfels,  as  well  as  the  exemp- 
tion of  the  duties  of  freightage  ; 
except  fuch  veilels  as  are  employed 
in  the  French  coafting  trade,  which 
(hall  continue  to  be  fubjed  to  the 
order  of  Council  of  the  16th  of 
July,  1757.  His  Majefty  further 
referves  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ftid  city,  the  advantages  granted 
to  their  own  commodities,  and  the 
productions  of  their  manufactures, 
conformably  to  what  is  at  prefent 
praclifed. 

4.  To  fecure  to  the  veflfels  of 
Amfterdam,  exclufively,  the  en- 
joyment of  the  advantages  granted 
in  the  preceding  article,  his  Ma- 
jefty declares,  that  the  captains  of 
the  faid  veffels  (hall  be  fupplied 
with  a  certificate  from  the  Com- 


particularly  by  the  declaration  of    miflary  of  the  Marine  eftablilhed 


the  24th  of  November,  1750,  and 
the  order  of  Council  of  the  i6ch 
of  July,  1757;  his  Majefty  referr- 
ing to  him  (elf  the  power  of  lay- 
ing, when  he  pleafes,  new  duties 
on  the  commodities  of  the  United 


at  Amfterdam,  and  an  atteftation 
of  the  magi  ft  rates  of  the  faid  city, 
averting  that  the  vefiels  were  acta* 
ally  freighted  by  the  inhabitants 
of  that  city,  and  that  they  went 
directly  from   their  port  for  the 


Provinces,  and  the  productions  of    place  they  were  bound  to. 


their  manufactures. 

3.  His  Majefty,  however,  confi- 
dering  that  the  city  of  Amfterdam 
has  made  the  moft  patriotic  exer- 
tions, to  perfuade  the  Republic  to 
procure,  from  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don, the  fecurity  of  that  unlimit- 
ed liberty,  which  belongs  to  their 


5.  The  faid  Captains,  (hall  be 
bound,  on  their  return,  to  appear 
before  the  faid  Com  miflary  of  the 
Marine,  and  to  give  fufEcieqt 
proof,  that  he  landed  his  cargo  in 
no  other  port  or  harbour  of  the 
Republic  than  that  of  Amfterdam. 
His  Majefty  alfo  enjoins  the  fajd 

Com  miliary, 
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commiffary,   to  refufe  in   future  lence  apy  longer,  and  his  Majely 

any  new  certificate  to  thofe,  who  would,  think  he  wronged  the  aa- 

fhall  not  be  provided  with  good  cient  leagues  between  hit  crown 

proof  of  their  integrity,  or  who  and  your  High  Mightinenes,  if h# 

fhall  be  convi&ed  of  having  landed  did  not    inform  them   to   what 

their  cargo  in  any  other  port  or  danger    they   will  expofe   them* 

harbour  of  the  republic.  felves,  by  liftening   to    propo&la 

6.  His  Majefty  efpc daily  com-  which   will  oblige  them    to  in* 

mands  his  am  ballad  or  to  the  re-  fringe  a   neutrality    which    thef 

public  of  the  United  Provinces  of  have  fo  often  declared  they  wHbed 

the  Low  Countries,  ftri&ly  to  at-  to  fupport,  and  which  at  once  at* 


tend  to  the. due  obfervance  of  this 
order. 

His  Majefty  orders  and  com- 
mands the  Duke  de  Penthievre, 
Admiral  of  France,  to  fign  the 
execution  of  the  prefent  order, 
which  (hall  be  entered  on  the  re- 
giftersof  the  Admiralty,  and  from 
whence  all  the  neceflary  letters 
ihall  be  difpatched. 


tack  their  independence,  fap  the 
bafis  of  their  government*  and 
threaten  nothing  left  Chan  their 
difuriion. 

"  Your  High  Mightiness  am 
too  well  inftr  acted  not  to  feel  that 
a  foreign  power,  who  takes  upon 
itfelf  the  right  of  granting  parts* 
cular  favours  to  part  of  your  gc* 
vernment  to  the  prejudice  of  tk# 


Given  in  the  King's  Council  of    reft,  can  have  no  other. view  than  If 
State,  his  Majefty  being  prefrnt,    fow  difcord,  and  to  break  the  tiga 


held  at  Verfailles,  Jan.  14,  1779* 
(Signed) 

De  Sartine. 


Memorial  prefented  by  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke,  to  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces, 


"  High  and  Mighty  Lords, 
«  qpHE  King  of  Great  Bri- 
X      tain,  from  the  friendfhip 
he  has  for  your  High  MightincfTes, 

and  taking  into  confideration  the    your  High  NTightinefles  and  Great 
regard  reciprocally  between  Sove-    Britain,  under  the  feducing  pre* 


which  unite  you ;  and  that  if  otkef 
powers  were  to  follow  the  fame  ex* 
ample,  the  republic  would  lie 
torn  to  pieces  by  an  internal  com* 
bullion,  and  an  ttniverfal  aoarcky 
would  fncceed. 

"  Thus  far  the  intereft  only  of 
your  High  MightinelTes  feems  con- 
cerned; but  when  we  perceiv* 
that  the  end  of  all  thefe  intrigue* 
is  manifeftly  defigned  to  caufe  tht 
republic  to  quarrel  with  the  K">g»  * 
and  to  bring  on  a  war  between 


reigns,  has  hitherto  forebore  in- 
terfering in  the  negociation  which 
has  been  carrying  on  relative  to 
the  protection  to  be  given  to  the 
tranfportation  of  all  forts  of  naval 
(lores  during  the  war,  which  is 
ad u ally  carrying  on  between  your 
High  Mightineifes  and  France;  but 
the  lad  proceedings  of  the  French 
ainbaiTador  forbid  his  keeping  $- 


tence  of  a  perfect  neutrality  and 
the  intereft  of  trade,  the  King  can. 
no  longer  remain  an  indifferent 
fpe&ator,  but  finds  himfelf  oblige 
ed  to  lay  before  your  High  Mign- 
tineues  the  danger  into  which 
France  wifties  to  plunge  yon. 

"  What  right  has  France  to 
di&ate  to  your  High  Mightineflea 
tfce   arrangements  you   ought  to 
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#eign  or  State,  or  to  different 
States  and  Sovereigns  with  which 
either  of  the  two  contracting  pow- 
ers may  be  at  war." 

It  will  not  be  difficult  for  your 
memorial  ids  to  prove  in  the  mod 
convincing  manner,  as  well  by  fo- 
lid  reafons,  as  by  the  authority  of 
the  bed  authors,  who  have  written 
on  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
judgment  of  civilized  States  in 
genera!,  as  alfo  by  the  common 
rights  of  men,  and  without  the 
ncceflity  of  any  treaty  or  alliance ; 
that  in  cafe  of  war  between  two 
powers,  the  fubje&s  of  that  State 
in  peace  or  neutrality  with  the 
belligerent  powers,  ought  to  en- 
joy the  liberty  of  an  uninterrupted 
commerce,  and  without  being  tied 
down  by  all  the  powers  who  are  at 
war,  and  without  meeting  with 
the  lead  obitacle  under  any  pre- 
text whatever  ;  except  in  cafes 
where  neutral  nations  would  fupply 
the  belligerant  powers  with  war- 
like ft  ores  or  other  contraband 
goods,  or  are  endeavouring  to  nego- 
tiate with  places  befieged  or  block- 
aded. 

Your  memorialids,  therefore, 
con  fid  er  it  as  fuperfluous  to  call 
your  attention  to  fuch  an  object, 
feeing  that  the  law  of  nations  hath 
obtained  the  drifted  fan&ion  by 
the  treaty  concluded  between  this 
republic  and  England.  Thatcon- 
fequently  it  is  not  a  queftion  what 
ought  to  be  the  cafe  between  two 
nations  who  have  not  any  reci- 
procal alliance,  but  that  it  is  only 
to  be  considered,  what  tieatment 
the  inhabitants  of  this  republic 
have  a  right  to  expe£l  on  the  part 
of  the  fubjcdls  of  Great  Britain, 
fyace  the  alledged  treaty  dill  fub- 
fifts,  and  was  concluded  on,  as  it 
is  wall  known  to  ybur  High  Migh- 


tineffes,  in  a  time  when  this  date 
was  at  war  with  France ;  and  that 
confequently  it  was  principally  dic- 
tated by  the  Englifh,  in  order  to 
procure  them  a  frte  navigation  to 
and  from  the  federal  ports  of  France* 
Since  then  the  Englifh  nation 
were  the  fir  ft  who  reaped  the  fruits 
of  that  convention,  they  ought 
not  to  prevent  the  fubjecls  of  this 
republic  from  profiting  in  their 
turn  of  the  advantages  of  a  free  na- 
vigation and  commerce,  which 
they  dipulated  in  themfelves,  and 
which  they  'have  enjoyed  as  they 
have  found  it  convenient.  And 
this  objection  ought  to  appear  the 
better  founded,  as  the  dipalations 
in  the  treaty  agreeing  with  the 
law  of  nations,  ought  to  be  a  con- 
sideration of  the  greated  weight 
with  a  nation  which  would  wifh  to 
preferve  any  pretenfions  to  reafon 
and  equity,  and  that  would  not 
violate  in  any  point  the  faith,  of  a 
treaty  fo  folemn  as  the  above-men- 
tioned. 

The  memorialids,  therefore, 
hope,  that  by  the  efficacy  of  thefe 
reafons,  the  in ju dice  will  appear 
to  your  High  Mightiness,  as 
well  of  making,  thofe  prizes  as  the 
manner  of  carrying  away  the  vef- 
fels  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  re- 
public, navigated  from  a  third 
place  to  the  ports  of  France,  or 
from  one  port  of  the  fame  kingdom 
to  another,  without  con  fide  ring 
what  or  who  he- is,  who  ought  to 
be  confidered  as  proprietor  of  the 
cargo. 

That  this  injuftice  carries  fuch 
a  demon dr alive  proof,  that  neither 
the  proprietors  nor  the  fharers  of 
the  veffels  ought,  on  that  head,  to 
begin  making  by  indituting  a  pro* 
cefs ;  but  that  it  belongs  to  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefty  to  give  immediate  or* 
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cepts  the  cities  of  Amiterdam  and 
H aerie ra  from  certain  duties  im- 
pofed  on  the  other  members  of  the 
republic,  to  punifh  them  for  hav- 
ing made  ufe  of  that  ibvereign 
right  which  belongs  to  them,  can- 
not hut  (hew  all  Europe  the  mo- 
tives which  have  engaged  France 
to  league  with  America. 

"  The  King  is  always  ready  to 
do  all  in  his  power  for  the  advan- 
tage and  tranquility  of  the  fubjecls 
of  the  republic,  provided  it  is  not 
incompatible  with  the  interefte  of 
his  kingdoms. 

•'  He  flitters  himfelf,  that  youf 
High  MightinefTes  will,  on  this 
occaflon,  confnk  yonr  true  in- 
terests, without  fuffering  your* 
felves  to  be  intimidated  by  foreign 
views,  and  that  you  will  co-operate 
by  that  means  to  keep  up  the  good 
intelligence  between  the  two  na- 
tions, and  that  his  Majefty  ma^ 
never  be  obliged  to  take  other 
meafures  towards  the  republic, 
than  thofe  which  friend  (hip  and 
good  harmony  may  dictate. 
(Signed) 

Joseph  Yorke. 

Hague,  April*},   1779. 


Ordinance  of  the  French  King's 
Council  of  State,  refpecjing  .the 
Sufpenfion  of  the  Order  to  colled 
the  Duties  of  Freightage  %  and  fif- 
teen per  Cent,  upon  the  Ships  of  the 
Proviwe  */*  Holland  exclufively , 

7uIJZ>  ^779'  . 

Extracl  from   the  Regifters   of  the 
Council  of  Stats. 

TH  E  King,  by  the  orders  of 
his  council  of  the  14th  of 
January,  the  27th  of  April,  and 
the  5  th  of  June  laft,  having  or* 


PA  P  e-r-s.        u*r 

dered  to  be  collected,  fa  all  tfca> 
ports  of  his  kingdom,  sot  onljr 
the-  right  of ■  figgftrSSr  hut  a4& 


Hen  per  cent,  as 


$9 


apd* 

merchandize  with  which  they  fhatt 
be"iallen,  excepting  from  those 
difpofitions,  the  cities  of  Amfteyr- 
dant  and  Harlem  j  and  his  Ma- ' 
jeity  being  willing  to  grant  *to 
fame  exception  to  the  whole  Pro* 
vlnce  of  Holland,  the  Sienr  M«M 
reao  de  Beaumont, 'Cotmfellor  of 
State  in  Ordinary^  and  of  tba 
Council  of  the  Royal  Finances; 
has  made  -the  following  reports 
The  King;  being  pre/eat  infctft 
council,  has  ordered,  and  does *r* 
der,  that  the  execution  of  theer* 
dinances  of.  the  14th  of  Januarys 
the  17  th  of  April;  and  the  5th  of 
June/ihall  be  fufyendedy  Until  * 
new  order  to  the  contrary,  in  '&- 
vour  of  the?  faid  Province  of  Hob 
land  exclusively ;  provided  neve** 
tbelefs,  the  captains  of  mips  be* 
longing  to  the  (aid  Province  b*> 
furnifhed  with  a  certificate,  either 
from  the  Commiflary  of  Marine  ag 
Amfterdam,  or  from  the  Marin* 
Agent  at  Rotterdam,  to  prove  thag 
the  faid  mips  really  belonged  to  9 
citizen  of  the  faid  Province*  a«4 
that  their  ladings  confided  of  aiti* 
cles  of  their  own  growth,  fifliery, 
manufactures,  and  commerce,  tfnj 
Majefty  commands  and  enjoins  hit 
Intendants  and  Commifariesin  W$j 
Provinces,  to  attend  to  the  exec** 
tion  of  this  prefent  ordinancet 
Given  in  the  King's  Council  of 
State,  held  at  Versailles,  his  Ma? 
jefty  being  prefent,  the  3d  day  of 
July,  one  thou  fa  nd  feven  bundre4 
and  feventy-nine,. 

*    («gned), 

Pt  6  A«nrt«r*f 
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ihwttrisl  f-?y.*:u   *y    Zzr  )nit$h    of  Esglaai  wiS   ao  doea* 

York,  A«c*JiJir  Zjgg'cer/^Mjry  Trace  ill  oe  fabje£b  of  taele  Pro- 
#«4  PUxzfzuKusrj  •/  tbt  Kz*t  tf  viaces,  who  have  hitherto  rpoke 
Great  £.1:4:2,    /;  r^er*'   Fugh    ajaiai  it,  cf  the  icocfcy  of  tfcia 

24iata:ir.£fei  .-ff  Suvs  General    rcqori  of  my  ccart. 
0/ tct  United   Prcviace*  «/"  :c*        ,s  3.:    thei    aMKxvcs,    wfcicfc 
Low  Cc-r.:rle«,  «*  ;eV  2*4  **"   were  only  palliatives  id  prevent  as 
j'mlj,  i-'y.  evil,  are  cow  oar  of  season;  the 

danger  is  become  imminent,  and 
"  High  and  Mighty  Lords,  cbe  remedy  mat  be  fpeedr.     The 

"  OINCE  France,  by  the  de-    tupjiaboas  of  a  treaty,  ^n^^r1 
O  claratioc  made  ae  Losdoa    oa  cbe  iatere&s  of  trade  only,  bmsI 
00  the  13th  of  March  laic  year,    give  way  to  chofr  founded  on  the 
for!y  discovered  tbe  vaft  and  dan-    eeareit  insrc&s  of  the  two  *i**irat 
jrrrrrw  defiges  which  the  Family    The  moment  u  come  to  decide 
Compact   had  before    announced    whether  Great  Britain,  who  kas 
to  Enrope,  tnis  part  of  the  world    failt  (a  moch  blood,  aad  1  ijh mltd 
maft  bear  witnefr  to  the  wifdom    fo  moch  treafure  to  faccoor  others, 
and  moderation  cf  the  King  of    and  to  maintain  liberty  aad  reli- 
Great  Britain,  who  endeavoured    gion,  is  to  have  no  other  resources 
to  ward  oft  the  calamities  of  war,     agaicd  the  malice  and  envy  of  her 
avoiding,  as  much  as  poffible,  en-    enemies,  than  her  own  coaragc, 
gaging  his  neigh  boar  5  and  allies.       and    her    owa  internal  ftrcagth  ; 
"  A  conduct  like  this,  founded    whether  (he  is  to  be  abandoned  by 
in  the  mod  pointed  moderation,    her  moft  ancient  friends  and  allies, 
Itemed  fo  much  to  embolden  the    to  the  moft  ambitions  views  of  the 
conn  of  VcrfaiHes,  that  after  per-     Hou(e  of  Bourbon,  which  would 
fccioufly  encoo raging  of  rebel  fab-     cra(h  all,  to  reign  over  all;  aad 
jecti,  under  the  mafic  of  liberty,    whether  Europe  in  general,   and 
commerce,  and  independence,  to    your  High  Mighbnefles  in  parti* 
plunge  a  poignard  into  the  heart    cular,  will  with  iadifiereace  lee  a 
of  their  mother  country ;  France,     fyltem  eltablifticd,  which  will  evi- 
no:  contented  with  fo  hoftile  a  pro-    dently    deftroy    that    equilibrium 
ceeding,    has,    without    any  na-    which  is  the  only  guarantee   of 
tional  quarrel,  drawn  Spain  into    your  commerce,  liberty,  and  even 
its  views,  and,  without  any  plan-    exigence  itfelf. 
fibie  reafocs  to  colour  the  deiign,        "  The  King,  High  and  Mighty 
is  making  every  preparation  chat    Lords,  has  too  high  an  opinion  of 
an  imperious  difpofition  can  die-    the  understanding,  the  good  faith, 
tate  to  invade  the  Britifh  iflands.        and  the  wifdom  of  the  republic,  to 
*'  On  the  news  of  thefe  extraor-    doubt  a  moment  of  the  tentiments 
dinary    and     great    preparations,    of  your  High  Mightinefles  on  this 
your  High  MightinefTes  cannot  but    occafion.     A  nation  whoie  hiftory 
ju.tify  the  pre  fling  and  reiterated    contains  fcarce  any  thing  but  the 
jnftances  which  the  King  of  Great    detail  of  the  dangers  which  the 
Britain   could  not   but    make    to    ambition    of    France    fucceffively 
you,  relative  to  the  naval   arm  a-    created,   whofe  beft  days    began 
ment ;  and  the  notorious  danger    with  their  union  with  England : 

ia 
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in  fhort,  a  nation  accuftomed  to 
exact  the  literal  execution  of  a  hard 
treaty,  has  too  much  generality 
not  to  fulfil  thofe  which  have  unit- 
ed the  interefts  of  the  two  nations 
upwards  of  a  century. 

"  It  is  in  this  perfusion,  joined 
to  all   that   is   held  mod  facred 
among  men,  that  the  under- writ- 
ten Ambaflador  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary  from  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  has,  by  exprefs  or- 
der, the  honour  to  notify  to  your 
High  Mightinefles,  that  the  dan- 
ger which  threatens  his  kingdoms, 
neceffitates  his  Majefty  to  reclaim, 
without  lofs  of  time,  the  fuccours 
ftipulated  in  the  treaties  of  16789 
and  others,  and  of  which  the  Ctfus 
Foederis  is  fo  fully  explained  in  the 
feparate  article  of  17 16.    His  Ma- 
jelly  expects  the  fame  with  confi- 
dence from  a  neighbour  who  has 
never  failed  in  his  engagements, 
and  for  the  reft  confides  in  the  di- 
vine benediction  on  the  juftnefs  of 
his  caufe,  and  on  the  fidelity  and 
valour  of  his  fubjects. 

"  The  underwritten  waits  with 
the  greateft  impatience  for  a  juft, 
fpeedy,  and  favourable  anfwer, 
and  is  ready  to  confer  with  the  de- 
puties of  your  High  Mightinefles 
on  what  fteps  are  further  neceftary 
to  be  taken. 

(Signed) 

Joseph  Yorxi." 

Hague,  July  22,   1779. 


Re/olutions  of  their  High  Mightinef- 
fes,  relative  to  Paul  Jones'*  Squa- 
dron and  Prizes  >  delivered  to  the 
TLiigYittkAmbaJfador  at  the  Hague, 
onthe2$thof0&oter,  1 779. 


T 


HAT  their  High  Mighti. 
nefles  being  informed  that 


three  frigates  had  lately  arrived  at 
the  Texel,  namely,   two  French, 
and  one  called  an  American,  com- 
manded by  Pant  Jones,  bringing 
with  them  two  prizes  taken  by 
them  in  the  open  fea,  and  called 
the  Serapis  and  the  Countefs  of 
Scarborough,  defcribed  in  theanf- 
baffador's  memorial.    That  thei£   v 
High  Mightinefles  having  for  a 
century  paft  ftrictly  obferved  tUo 
following  maxim,  and  notified  the 
fame  by  placards,  viz,  that  the* 
will  in  no  refpect  whatever  pretend 
to  judge  of  the  legality  orillegai 
lity  of  the  aaipnf  of  thbfc' whM 
have  on  the  open  fea  taken  anjr;  \ 
vefleh  which  do  not  belong  to  din    \ 
country,  and  bring  them  int6  ahf    1 
of  the  ports  of  this  republic ;  that  y 
they  cmly  open  their  ports  to  them  •  * 
to  give  them  'ihelrir  .from  ftbrmV 
or  other  difafters;  and  that  they  . 
oblige  them  to  pot  to  fea  again    x 
with  their  prizes,  wttttfut,  onload-  . 
ing  or  difpofing  of  tfidr  cargoes, 
but  letting  them  remain  exactly  as 
when  they  Arrived.     That  their    ' 
High  Mightiriefles  will  not  exa- 
mine whether  the  prizes  taken  by    ' 
the  three  frigates  in  queftion  belong 
to  the  French  or  the  Americans, 
or  whether  they  arc  legal  or  illegal 
prizes,  but  leave  all  that  to  be  de- 
termined by  the,  proper  judges, 
and  will  oblige  them  to  put  to  tea, 
that  they  may  be  liable  to  be  re- 
taken, and  by  that  means  brought 
before  the  proper  judge,  particu- 
larly as  his  Excellency  the  Ambaf- 
fador  maft  own  he  would  have  np 
lefs  a  right  to  re-claim  the  above- 
mentioned  mips,  if  they 'had  been 
private  property,  than  as  they  have 
been  King's  (hips ;  therefore  their 
High  Mightinefles  are  not  autho- 
rifed  to  pafs  judgment  either  upon  x 
thefe  prices,  or  the  perforf  of  Paul 

Jones; 
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;  that  a;  to  what  regards  afU     humanity  .dictated   relative    to- the 
1   board    the   two 


of  humanity,  their  Hig.li  Mighti- 
ntfies  have  already  made  appear 
how  ready  ihey  are  to  ihew  them 
toward*  the  wounded  on  board  of 
the  reflets,  and  that  they  have 
giten  orders  accordingly.  That 
an  extract  of  the  prelent  refolu- 
tion  ihdl  be  given  to  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke  by  the  Agent  Vander  Burch 
de  Spierin.ibock. 

At  the  fame  time  it  was  refold- 
ed, that  word  mould  be  (cat  to 
the  Admiralty  of  Amtterdam  that 


King's  {hips  the  Serapis  and  Coun- 
ted of  Scarborough,  I  cannot  but 
comply  with  the  lirid  orders  of  hit 
Msjciiy,  by  renewing  in  the  ftrong* 
ell  and  moft  preiling  manner  his 
requelt  that  thefe  Ihipi  and  their 
cream  may  be  Mapped,  and  deli- 
vered up,  which  the  pirate  Pant 
Jones  of  Scotland,  who  U  n  rebel 
fubj-ct,  and  a  criminal  of  the 
State,  has  taken. 

Icntimentt   of  equity  and 


their  High  Mightiness  approve  jullice  which,  your  High"  Might i 
their  proceedings,  ar.d  adhere  to  nelfcs  poflefs,  leave  me  no  room  to 
their  placard  of  the  3d  of  Novcm-  doubt  but  that,  upon  mature  deli- 
ber,  1756,  by  which  it  is.  forbid'-  beiaricn  upon  all  the  circum  fiance* 
meddle   with  any  prizes,  or  to    of  this  affair,    you  will  ackm 


open  their  cargoes,  lo  as  by  that 
means  to  free  them  from  being  re- 
taken, &c.  That  this  is  (tricUy  to 
be  obferved  with  regard  to  the 
Serapis  and  Countefs  of  Scarbo- 
rough. Their  High  Mightiness 
nathorife  the  faid  Admiralty  to  or- 
der matters  fo  that  thefe  five  (hips 
do  put  to  fea  as  foon  as  poffibie, 
and  that  they  take  care  they  are 
not  furnilhed  with  any  warlike  or 
naval  Mores  but  what  are  abfolutcly 
neceflary  to  carry  them  fafe  to  the 
firft  foreign  port  they  can  come  at, 
in  order  that  all  fufpicion  of  their 
being  fitted  out  here  may  drop. 


Mtmniai  frtfate.1   bj   Sir    Jofeph    P""1 
Yorke,  hit  Mejtfiy's  Jmiefadir    a* 
flr    tbt  Hague,   »   tbtir  "High    *°« 
Mightineffe.-,  ri-*tfii*t  tbt  aUi-    an 
•tiering  up  tbt  Serafil  and  C«w- 
ttfs  tf  Scarturcugb,  tab*  hj  Panl 
Jon«. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

IN  thanking  your  High  M 
nc£c9  for  the  order*  wbicl 


blenefi  of  this  re- 
quelt, founded  both  on  the  mo  ft 
totem  n  treaties  now  fubfiAing  be. 
tiveen  Great  Britain  and  the  Unit- 
ed Provinces,  and  the  right  and! 
cuiioms  of  nations  in  fr  lend  fhip  and 
alliance.  _ 

The  fltpulation  of  the  treaty  of 
'     ,f  j.ly  ,667, 
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fioti,  and  authorifes,  according  to.  take?  .opon  them  to  judge  of  tfct 

the  cuftom  of  Admiral  ties  t  to  treat  legality  or  illegality  of  those,  who 

all   thofe  as  pirates  whofe  letters  hav*;  on'  the  opea.  fca  takea  sugr 

are  found  to  be   illegal  for  wane  veffejs  .which    do  sot  belong   it 

of  being   granted  by  a  Sovereign  their   country  ;     that    they    only 

power.  open. their  porta  to  give  thesa  (heU 

The  quality  of  Paul  Jones,  and  ter  from  farms  or  other  .dUafteit  | 

all  the  circumftances  of  the  affair,  and  that  they  oblige  them  so  go  V$ 

are   too  notorious  for  your  High  fea  again  with  their  prizes  witkoof 

Mighti nefles    to    be   ignorant   of  faiferfng  them  to  unload  or  difjpoft 

them.     The  eyes  of  all  Europe  are  of  aay  part  of  their  cargoes,  that 

fixed  upon  your  refolution  ;  your  they  may  be  liable  to  be  J-e-ttke* 

High  MightinefTes  know  too  well  lathe,  fame. fete  they  w^e  takes f 

the  value  of  good  faith  not  to  give  but  do;  not  chink;  themh^vq*  £«t 

an  example  of  it  in  this  efTentiaJ  thorizedtof  pafs  jjudgme^  tipott 

rencontre.     The  fmalleft  deviation  thoJe-prjaes*  or  tip  {^00/ of  jam). 

from  &>  facred  a  rule,  by.  weaken-  Joogij  4tc«"  /•    -jic'i:  /\': . 

ing  the  friendfliip  of  .neighbours,  :  .„.;.....  »:^ 

may  produce  ferious confluences.  •  *ti:  «:    ■  "  nm      i  .     .:.-.'. 

The  King  has  always , gloried  in  . ;  ♦ 

cultivating  the  frtendJfrip  of  your  A&*wW  pttjrnitd  by  Sir,  Jotfffc 
High    Mightiness;    his    Majeftj     t'Yorke,/*  tbtir  High  MighOoefc 

conitantly  perfifts  in  the  fame  fen*  .    {&,  N*v.  26/4,  177$*  :y 

timents ;    but  the  Engliih  nation  ...  ,- -:■ 

does  not  think  that  it  any  ways  L    High  and  Mighty  Lords,      ;    - 

has  deferved  its  fellow-citizens  to  'TpHE   King  -  cannot  -without 
be  imprifoned  in  the  .ports  of  the       X     furprize  fee  the  fitence  that 

republic  by  a  man  of  no  character,  has  been  obferved,  with  regard  to 

a  fubjeft  of  the  fame  country,  and  the   memorial  which   the    under- 

who  enjoys  that  liberty  which  they  written,  had  the  honour  to  preieof 

are  deprived  of.  ^  npwards  of  four   months  ago.  to 

It  is  for  thefe  and  many  other  your  rHigh  Mightineffea,  requiring 

ftrong  reafons,  which  cannot  efcape  the  fuccours  fhpnlated  by  treaty/ 
the  wifdom  and  penetration  of  your        His    Majefty   would    not   hare 

High  MightinefTes,  that   the  un-  claimed  the  aififtance  of  ihis*  allies* 

derwritten  hopes  to  receive  a  (pee-  if  he  had  not  been  fully  authorized 

dy  and  favourable  anfwer  conform-  to « it  by  the  menaces,  the  prepara- 

able   to    the  juft   expectations  of  doss,  and  even  the  attacks  of  hie 

the  King  his  mailer  and  the  Britifk  enemies;    and    if    he    had    ngjft 

nation.  thought  your  High  Mightineffts  at 

(Sigmed)  much  interested  in  the  prafervatiof* 

Jos efh  Yorke.  of  Great  Britain  as  in  their  own. . 
Done  at  the  Hague*  Oil.  29,  1779.  The  fpirit  and  the  letter  of  the 

treaties  confirm  this  truth.'   Your 

The  anfwer  which  their   High  High  MightinefTes  are   too    wife 

MightinefTes  caufed  to  be  given  to  and  too  jo  ft  to  difpenfe  with  the 

the  above  memorial  was  in  brief;  obfervance  of  them,  having  par- 

"  That   they  will  in  no  refpeci  ticularly   yourfelres   folJicited  the 

addition 
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Yddition  of  the  feparate  article  of  concerting  of  meafures,  in  order 

the  treaty  of  1716,  in  which  the  to  fulfil  their  engagements  on  this 

Co/its  Foederis  is   ftipulated   in    a  head.     The  decifion  of  your  High 

clear  and  inconteftible  manner.  MightinefTes  is  fo  neceflary,  and 

The  hoftile  declaration  made  at  fo  important  in  its  confluences, 
London  by  the  Marquis  de  Noailles,  that  the  King  would  think  him* 
the  attack  of  Jerfey,  the  fiege  of  felf  wanting  to  himfelf,  his  Alb- 
Gibraltar,  and  all  the  other  noto-  jedts,  and  the  republic,  if  his  Ma- 
rious  enterprizes,  are  fo  many  jefty  did  not  recommend  this  af- 
clear  proofs  of  a  manifeft  aggref-  fair  immediately  to  the  mod  fe- 
fion.  Befides  which,  your  High  rious  deliberation  of  your  High 
MightinefTes  have  feen,  during  the  MightinefTe*.  It  is  of  infinite  im- 
paft  fummer,  that  the  combined  port  to  the  King  to  have  matters 
forces  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  made  clear,  by  a  fpeedy  and  im> 
were  evidently  directed  again  ft  his  mediate  anfwer  to  fo  efiential  an 
Majcfty's  kingdoms ;  and  although  object. 

the  vigorous  meafures  of  the  King,  His  Majefty  hopes,  from  the 
the  zealous  and  patriotic  efforts  of  equity  of  your  High  Mightineffes, 
the  nation,  crowned  with  the  blcf-  that  their  anfwer  will  be  conform* 
fings  of  Providence,  have  happily  able  to  the  treaties  and  the  (end- 
hitherto  fruft rated  their  ambitions  ments  of  friendihip  he  has  always 
defigns,  yet  the  danger  exifts  ftill,  had  for  the  republic ;  and  it  will 
and  the  enemy  continues  ftill  to  be  according  to  the  refolutions  of 
announce  their  intended  attacks  your  High  MightinefTes  that  his 
and  invasions,  under  the  protection  Majefty  propofes  to  take  fuch  fa- 
of  their  naval  forces.  ture    meafures   as    may  be    moft 

The  King  can   never   imagine  adapted  to  circnmftances,  and  moft 

that    the    wifdom   of  your  High  proper  for  the  fccurity  of  his  eftates, 

MightineiTes  can   permit  them  to  the  welfare  of  his  people,  and  the 

remain  indifferent  in  interefts    fo  dignity  of  his  crown, 

folid  and  fo  common  to  both  coun~  Done  at  the  Hague,  Nov.  26,  1779* 
tries,  and  ftill  lels  that  they  mould  (Signed) 

not  be  convinced  of  the  juftice  of  Joseph  Yorke. 

the  motives  which  have  determined  

his  Majefty  to  claim   that  fuccour 

which  is  his  due  on  fo  many  ac-  q-reaty  cf  Friendjbip  and  Commerce 

counts.     His  Majefty  would  rather        between    the    French   King 


pcrfuade  himfelf  that  your  High  tke  United  States  of  North  Ame- 

MightinefTes,    having   refolved    to  rjca# 
augment  their  navy,  had  through 

prudence  kept  back  their  anfwer  *  I  MiE    Moft  Chriftian    King, 

till  they  were  better  able  to  furnifh  X      and  the  Thirteen   United 

the  fuccour  required.  States    of   North   America,    via. 

It  is  for  this  reafon,    that,  in  New  -  Hampfhire,     Mafifachnfets- 

renewing  this  fubject  in  the  moft  Bay,    Rhode-Ifland,  Connecticut, 

preffing  manner,  I  have  orders  to  New- York,  New- Jerfey,  Pennfyl- 

requeft  of  your  High  MightineiTes  vania,  the  Counties  of  Newcaftle, 

moft  amicably  not  to  defer   the  Kent,  and  Suflex  on  the  Dela- 

3  ware,, 
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ware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
and  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
defirousof  eftabliftiing,  in  an  equi- 
table and  permanent  manner,  the 
rules  which  ought  to  be  obferved, 
relative  to  the  correfpondence  and 
commerce,  which  the  two  parties 
with  to  eftablifh  between  their  re- 
fpective  ftates,  dominions  and  fub- 
jecls ;  his  mod  Chriftian  Majefty 
and  the  faid  United  States  have 
thought  proper,  and  as  mod  con- 
ducive to  this  end,  to  found  their 
arrangements  on  the  bafis  of  the 
moft  perfect  equality  and  recipro- 
cal advantage,  taking  care  to 
avoid  difagreeable  preferences,  the 
fources  of  altercation,  embarrafT- 
mcnt,  and  difcontent;  to  leave  to 
each  party  the  liberty,  refpe&ing 
commerce  and  navigation,  of  mak- 
ing fuch  interior  regulations  as 
fhall  fuit  themfelves ;  \o  found 
their  commercial  advantages  as 
well  on  reciprocal  intereft,  as  on 
the  laws  of  mutual  agreement ; 
and  tli us  to  preferve  to  both  par- 
ties the  liberty  of  dividing,  each 
according  to  his  will,  the  fame  ad- 
vantages with  other  nations.  In 
this  idea,  and  to  accomplifh  thefe 
views,  his  faid  Majefty,  having  no- 
minated and  appointed,  as  his  ple- 
nipotentiary, M.  Conrad  Alexander 
Gerard,  royal  Syndic  of  the  city 
of  Strafburgh,  Secretary  of  his 
Majefty's  Council  of  State  ;  and 
the  United  States  having,  on  their 
yw«rt,  in  veiled  with  full  powers 
Me/T.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Deputy 
of  the  General  Congrefs  of  the 
State  of  Pennfylvania,  and  prefi- 
tlent  of  the  aflembly  of  the  faid 
il-ite;  Silas  Deane,  formerly  De- 
puty of  the  State  of  Connecticut; 
and  Arthur  Lee,  Counfellor  at 
Law :  the  faid  plenipotentiaries 
refpeftively,  after  having  exchang- 
Y*>l.  XXII. 


ed  their  credentials,  and  upon  ma- 
ture deliberation,  have  conclud- 
ed and  agreed  to  the  following  ar- 
ticles : 

Art.  I.  A  firm,  inviolable,  and 
univerfal  peace,  and  a  true  and 
fincere  friendftiip,  fhall  fubfift  be- 
tween the  moft  Chriftian  King, 
his  heirs  and  fucceiTors,  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  as  well 
as  between  his  moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty's  fubjefts,  and  thofe  of  the 
faid  ftates;  as  alfo  between  the 
people,  iflamds,  cities,  and  places, 
under  the  government  of  his  Chri- 
ftian Majefty,  and  the  faid  United 
States ;  and  between  the  people 
and  inhabitants  of  all  clafTes,  with- 
out any  exception  to  perfons  or 
places.  The  conditions  mentioned 
in  the  prefent  treaty,  (hall  be  per- 
petual and  permanent  between  the 
moft  Chriftian  King,  his  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  and  the  faid  United 
States, 

Art.  IL  The  moft  Chriftian  ' 
King  and  the  United  States  mu- 
tually engage,  not  to  grant  any 
particular  favour  to  other  nations, 
refpe&ing  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion, which  fhall  not  be  imme- 
diately made  known  to  the  other 
party;  and  fuch  nation  fhall  en-  . 
joy  that  favour  gratuitoufly,  if  the 
conceilion  is  fuch,  or  in  granting 
the  fame  compenfation,  if  the 
conceilion  is  conditional. 

Art.  IIL  The  fubjefts  of  the 
moft  Chriftian  King  fhall  not  pay, 
in  the  ports,  harbours,  roads, 
countries,  iilands,  cities,  and  places 
of  the  United  States,  any  greater 
/duties  or  imports,  of  what  nature 
foever  they  may  be,  or  by  whatever 
name  they  may  be  called,  than 
fuch  as  the  moft  favoured  nation 
fhall  pay ;  and  they  fhall  enjoy  all 
the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  im- 

[E  e]  munities, 
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mike  with  England?  When  and 
how  has  that  court  obtained  any 
fuch  right  ?  The  treaty  which  your 
High  MightinefTes  do,  and  which 
the  King  might  reclaim,  contains 
nothing  of  that  kind  ;  it  muft 
therefore  be  fought  for  in  the  am- 
bitious views  of  that  power,  which 
lias  made  a  league  with  the  rebels 
of  America,  and  now  endeavours 
to  bring  other  Hates  into  it  with 
them. 

"  In  Oaober  laft  the  King,  in 
at}  amicable  manner,  communi- 
cated his  fituation  and  fentiments 
to  your  High  MightinefTes,  by  a 
memorial  delivered  to  your  Envoy, 
Count  Weldcren,  by  the  late  Lord 
Suffolk,  in  which  he  explained  his 
views,  and  the  neceffity  he  was 
under  to  defend  himfelf  again  ft  an 
enemy,  who  had  attacked  him  by 
furprize  in  an  unjuft  manner;  and 
although  that  enemy  has  gone  fo 
far  as  to  dictate  co  your  High 
MightinefTes,  what  they  were  to 
do  during  the  prefent  troubles ; 
bis  Majefty,  far  from  imitating 
amy  fuch  arbitrary  conduct,  only 
propofed  to  your  High  Mighti- 
nefTes to  confer  with  his  ambaffa- 
dor  upon  what  was  mod  proper 
to  be  done  for  the  fecurity,  &c.  of 
the  two  countries.  Your  High 
MightinefTes,  it  is  true,  to  my 
great  regret,  thought  proper  to 
decline  this  offer,  and  to  infill 
upon  the  literal'  and  ftridfc  ob- 
servance of  a  treaty  which  you 
vonrfelves  muft  fee  is  incompatible 
with  the  fecurity  of  Great  Britain, 
jmd  contrary  to  the  fpirit  and  im- 
putations of  all  the  future  treaties 
between  the  two  nations. 

"  What  objedl  can  be  more  im- 
portant, more  indifpenfible,  than 
£hat  of  depriving  the  enemy  of  any 
materials  which  may  enable  them 


to  redouble  their  effort*  during  th* 
war?  and  how  can  a  protection  of 
thofe  materials  be  reconciled  cothe 
alliances  fo  often  renewed  between 
the  two  nation?,  or  with  the  af- 
fu ranees  of  friend fhip,  which  your 
High  MightinefTes  are  continually 
profeffing  to  the  King?  To  pre- 
vent future  bad  confequences,  ,and 
to  afTure  the  republic  of  the  une- 
quivocal friendfhip  his  Majefty  en- 
tertains for  this  republic,  the 
King  has  ordered  me  to  afTure 
your  High  MightinefTes  of  the  ar- 
dent defire  he  has  to  cultivate  good 
harmony  between  the  two  nations, 
to  renew  the  promifes  he  made  to 
them  to  maintain  the  liberties  of 
legal  trade  to  their  fubjects,  agree- 
able to  the  orders  given  to  the 
King's  fhips  and  privateers,  not- 
withftanding  the  advantage  that 
may  refult  from  it  to  the  enemy  ; 
but  his  Majefty  orders  me  to  add, 
that  he  cannot  depart  from  the 
neceffity  he  is  under  of  excluding 
the  tranfportation  of  naval  ftores 
to  the  ports  of  France,  and  parti- 
cularly timber,  even  if  they  are 
efcorted  by  men  of  war. 

"  The  example  which  France 
has  fet  of  favouring, fome  members 
of  the  republic  to  the  detriment 
of  others,  fo  directly  contrary  to 
the  union  and  independence  of 
your  High  MightinefTes,  the  King 
hopes  never  to  be  obliged  to  fol- 
low, unlefs  a  condefcenfion  to  the 
views  of  France  obliges  him  to 
take  that  method  of  making  amends 
to  thofe  members  of  the  republic 
who  are  hurt  by  the  partiality  of 
his  enemies.  His  Majefty  always 
thought  it  derogatory  from  the 
dignity  of  fovereignty  to  fow  dif- 
cord  in  any  neighbouring  ftates. 

"  The  laft  edift  publifhed  by 
the  court  of  France,   which  ex* 

cepu 
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cspts  the  cities  of  Amiterdam  and 
Haerlera  from  certain  duties  1m- 
pofed  on  the  other  members  of  the 
republic,  to  punifh  them  for  hav* 
ing  made  ufe  of  that  ibvereigfr 
right  which  belongs  to  them,  can- 
not but  (hew  all  Europe  the  mo- 
tives which  have  engaged  France 
to  league  with  America. 

"  The  King  is  always  ready  to 
do  all  in  his  power  for  the  advan- 
tage and  tranquility  of  the  fubjecls 
of  the  republic,  provided  it  is  not 
incompatible  with  the  interefts  of 
his  kingdoms. 

•'  He  flatters  himfelf,  that  yoof 
High  Mightinefies  will,  on  this 
ocean*  on,  con  fa  It  your  true  in- 
terefts, without  fuffering  yoor* 
felves  to  be  intimidated  by  foreign 
views,  and  that  you  will  co-operate 
by  that  means  to  keep  op  the  good 
intelligence  between  the  two  na- 
tions, and  that  his  Majefty  mnf 
never  be  obliged  to  take  other 
meafures  towards  the  republic; 
than  thofe  which  friend  (hip  and 
good  harmony  may  diftate. 
(Signed) 

Joseph  Yorkb.m 

Hague,  Jprilg,   1779. 


Ordinance  of  the  French  King's 
Council  of  State,  ref peeling  .the 
Sufpenfion  of  the  Order  to  colled 
the  Duties  of  Freightage,  and  fif- 
teen per  Cent,  upon  the  Ships  of  the 
Province  of  Holland  exclufively . 

7ub  3>  1779- 

Extracl  from  the  Regifiers   of  the 
Council  of  State. 

TH  E  King,  by  the  orders  of 
his  council  of  the  14th  of 
January,  the  27th  of  April,  and 
the  5  th  of  June  laft,  having  or* 


dered  to  be  collected,  in  all  the- 
ports  of  his  kingdom,  not  onljr 
the- 1  HriiC  ut  figCTSSeT  h«t  »|4 


m@f, 


cent. 


or 


r.  as  well  upon 
_  is  thofe  of 

th^^^^ojdftges,  and  upon  the 
mercftVnmze  with  which  tfcey  (hall 
be«^a1Ien,  excepting  from  thofe 
difpofitions,  the  cities  of  Amfter- 
dant  and  Harlem;  and  his  Ma- 
jeity .  being  willing  to  grant  -the 
fame  exception  to  the  whole  Pro* 
vince  of  Holland,  the  Sienr  Mo-* 
reau  de  Beaumont,  'Cobofellor  of 
State  in  Ordinary,  and  of  tbi 
Council  of  fhe  Royal  Finances; 
has  made  -the  following  **{>{"** 
The  King;  feeing  pretest  in  IA 
council,  has  ordered,  and  does  or* 
der,  that  the  execution  of  the  of* 
dinances  of.  the  14th  of  January* 
the  17  th  of  April,  and  the  5th  of 
June, -Audi  be  Asfyeiided,  luiiil  £ 
new  order  to  the  contrary,  in  fa- 
vour of  the?  (aid  Province  of  Hob 
land  exclusively ;  provided  never*. 
tbelefs,  the  captain*  of  fhips  be- 
longing to  the  (aid  Province  tat 
f urn ifhed  with  a  certificate,  either 
from  the  Commiffary  of  Marine  a* 
Amfterdam,  or  from  the  Marias 
Agent  at  Rotterdam,  to  prove  that 
the  faid  fhips  really  belonged  to  * 
citizen  of  the  faid  Province,  an4 
that  their  ladings  confided  of  arti* 
ctes  of  their  own  growth,  fifhery, 
manufactures,  and  commerce,  Hi*. 
Majefty  commands  and  enjoins  hit 
Intendants  and  CommiSarksin  fet* 
Provinces,  to  attend  to  the  e*ec«* 
tion  of  this  prefent  ordinance* 
Given  in  the  King's  Council  of 
State,  held  at  Versailles,  his  Ma? 
jefty  being  prefent,  the  3d  day4  of 

July,  one  thoufaod  feven  hundred 
and  feventy-nine,. 

'    (Signed), 

JJs  6  A«rri  «r*, 

#f*t> 


•  1 
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Memorial  prtfented  by  Sir  Jofeph  of  England  will  no  doubt  con- 
York,  Ambajfador  Extraordinary  vince  ail  the  fubje&s  of  thefe  Pro- 
and  Plenipotentiary  of  the  King  of  vinces,  who  have  hitherto  fpoke 
Great  Britain,  to  their  High  again  ft  it,  of  the  neceffity  of  this 
MightineiTes  the  States  General  requeft  of  my  court. 
•f  the  United  Provinces  of  the  "  But  thofe- motives,  which 
Low  Countries,  on  the  zzd  of  were  only  palliatives  to  prevent  an 


7ub>  l779> 

"  High  and  Mighty  Lords, 
«'  QINCE  France,  by  the  de- 

i3  claration  made  at  London 
on  the  13th  of  March  laft  year, 
fully  difcovered  the  vaft  and  dan* 
gerous  defigns  which  the  Family 


evil,  are  now  out  of  feafon;  the 
danger  is  become  imminent,  and 
the  remedy  muft  be  fpeedy.  The 
Hip u  la t ion s  of  a  treaty,  founded 
on  the  inter  efts  of  trade  only,  muft 

five  way  to  thofe  founded  on  the 
eared  incerefts  of  the  two  nations. 
The  moment  is  come  to  decide 


Compact   had  before    announced    whether  Great  Britain,  who  has 
to  Europe,  this  part  of  the  world    fpilt  fo  much  blood,  and  expended 
moft  bear  witnefs  to  the  wifdom    fo  much  treafure  to  fuccour  others, 
and  moderation  of  the  King  of    and  to  maintain  liberty  and  reli- 
Great  Britain,  who  endeavoured    gion,  is  to  have  no  other  refources 
to  ward  off  the  calamities  of  war,    again  ft  the  malice  and  envy  of  her 
avoiding,  as  much  as  poflible,  en-    enemies,  than  her  own  courage, 
gaging  his  neighbours  and  allies.      and   her    own  internal  ftrength  ; 
"  A  conduct  like  this,  founded    whether  fhe  is  to  be  abandoned  by 
in  the  moft  pointed  moderation,    her  moft  antient  friends  and  allies, 
fcemed  fo  much  to  embolden  the    to  the  moft  ambitious  views  of  the 
court  of  Verfailles,  that  after  per-     Houfe  of  Bourbon,  which  would 
fidioufly  encouraging  of  rebel  fub-     cru(h  all,  to  reign  over  all;  and 
je£ls,  under  the  made  of  liberty,    whether  Europe  in  general,   and 
commerce,  and  independence,  to    your  High  MightineiTes  in  parti- 
plunge  a  poignard  into  the  heart    cular,  will  with  indifference  fee  a 
of  their  mother  country ;  France,     fyftem  eftablifhed,  which  will  evi- 
not  contented  with  fo  hoftile  a  pro-    dently    deftroy    that    equilibrium 
ceeding,    has,    without    any  na-    which  is  the  only  guarantee   of 
tional  quarrel,  drawn  Spain  into    your  commerce,  liberty,  and  even 
its  views,  and,  without  any  plau-    exiftence  itfelf. 
fible  reafons  to  colour  the  defign,        "  The  King,  High  and  Mighty 
is  making  every  preparation  that    Lords,  has  too  high  an  opinion  of 
an  imperious  difpofition  can  die-    the  underftanding,  the  good  faith, 
tate  to  invade  the  Britifh  iilands.        and  the  wifdom  of  the  republic,  to 
*'  On  the  news  of  thefe  extraor-    doubt  a  moment  of  the  fentiments 
dinary    and     great    preparations,    of  your  High  MightineiTes  on  this 
your  High  MightinefTes  cannot  but    occafion.     A  nation  whofe  hiftory 
juilify  the  .pre fling  and  reiterated    contains  fcarce  any  thing  but  the 
in  fiances  which  the  King  of  Great    detail  of  the  dangers  which   the 
Britain  could  not   but    make    to    ambition    of    France    fuccefiively 
you,  relative  to  the  naval   arm  a-    created,   whofe   beft  days    began 
ment;  and  the  notorious  danger    with  their  union  with  England: 

in 
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in 


fhort,  a  nation  accuftomed  to 
exadt  the  literal  execution  of  a  hard 
treaty,  has  too  much  generality 
not  to  fulfil  thofe  which  have  unit- 
ed the  interefts  of  the  two  nations 
upwards  of  a  century. 

"  It  is  in  this  perfuafion,  joined 
to  all  that  is  held  moll  facred 
among  men,  that  the  under- writ- 
ten Ambaflador  Extraordinary  and 


three  frigates  had  lately  arrived  at 
the  Texel,  namely,  two  French, 
and  one  called  an  American,  com- 
manded by  Pant  Jones,  bringing 
with  them  two  prizes  taken  by 
them  in.  the  open  fea,  and  called 
the  Serapis  and  the  Countefs  6f 
Scarborough,  defcribed  in  the  am- 
baffador's  memorial.  That  thei£  v 
High  Mightinefles  having  for  a 
Plenipotentiary  from  the  King  of  century  paft  ftri&ly  obferved  the 
Great  Britain,  has,  by  exprefs  or-  following  maxim,  and  notified  the 
der,  the  honour  to  notify  to  year  fame  by  placards,  viz. '  that  they 
High  Mightinefles,  that  the  dan-  will  in  norefped  whatever  pretend. 
ger  which  threatens  his  kingdoms,  to  judge  of  the  legality  or  illegal 
neceffitates  his  Majefty  to  reclaim,  lity  of  the  a&ipnsof  thbie*  wh&  '*. 
without  lofs  of  time.,  the  fuccoum  have  on  the  open  Tea  taken  ant,  \ 
ftipulated  in  the  treaties  of  1678,  veflers  which  do  not  belong  to  din 
and  others,  and  of  which  the  Ctfus  :         —  j  »-2--  ^        - 

Foederis  is  fo  fully  explained  in  the 
feparate  article  of  17 16.  His  Ma- 
jelly  expe&s  the  fame  with  confi- 
dence from  a  neighbour  who  has 
never  failed  in  his  engagements, 
and  for  the  reft  confides  in  the  di- 
vine benediction  on  the  juftnefs  of  ing  or  difpofing  of  tKeir  cargoes, 
his  caufe,  and  on  the  fidelity  and    but  letting  them  remain  exaftly  as 


country,  and  bring  them  intd  ahfr    I 
of  the  ports  of  this  republic ;  thai  y 
they  only  open  their  ports  to  them  *  * 
to  give  them  7ihelrir  ,froni  ftoraih 
or  other  difafters  J  'and  that  they  > 
oblige  them  to  pot  to  fea  again    s 
with  their  prizes.  wltKcmt.  onload- 


valour  of  his  fubje&s. 

"  The  underwritten  waits  with 
the  greateft  impatience  for  a  juft, 
fpeedy,  and  favourable  anfwer, 
and  is  ready  to  confer  with  the  de- 
puties of  your  High  Mightinefles 
on  what  fteps  are  further  neceftary 
to  be  taken. 

(Signed) 

Joseph  Yorxi." 

Hag***  July  iz,  1779. 


Re/olutions  of  their  High  Mightinef- 
fes,  relative  to  Paul  Jones'*  Squa- 
dron and  Prizes,  delivered  to  the 
"EngliftufmhaJ/ador  at  the  Hague, 
on  the  z$th  of08oter,  1 779. 


T 


when  they  arrived.  That  their 
High  Mightinefles  will  not  exa- 
mine whether  the  prizes  taken  by 
the  three  frigates  in  que  ft  ion  belong 
to  the  French  or  the  Americans, 
or  whether  they  are  legal  or  illegal 
prizes,  but  leave  nil  that  to  be  d«# 
termined  by  the  proper  judges, 
and  will  oblige  them  to  pat  to  tea, 
that  they  may  be  liable  to  be  re- 
taken, and  by  that  means  brought 
before  the  proper  judge,  particu- 
larly as  his  Excellency  the  Ambaf- 
fador  moll  own  he  would  have  np 
lefs  a  right  to  re-claim  the  above- 
mentioned  fhips,  if  they 'had  been 
private  property,  than  as  they  have 
been  King's  flaps ;  therefore  their 
High  Mightinefles  ^re  not  autho- 
rifed  to  pafs  judgment  either  upon 


HAT  their  High  Mighti- 

nefles  being  informed  that    thefe  prizes,  or  the  ptrforfof  Paul 

Jones; 
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make  with  England?  When  and 
how  has  that  court  obtained  any 
fuch  right  ?  The  treaty  which  your 
High  Mightinefles  do,  and  which 
the  King  might  reclaim,  contains 
nothing  of  that  kind  ;  it  muft 
therefore  be  fought  for  in  the  am- 
bitious views  of  that  power,  which 
lias  made  a  league  with  the  rebels 
of  America,  and  now  endeavours 
to  bring  other  Hates  into  it  with 
them. 

"  In  O&ober  laft  the  King,  in 
at}  amicable  manner,  communi- 
cated his  fituation  and  fentiments 
to  your  High  MightinefTes,  by  a 
memorial  delivered  to  your  Envoy, 
Count  Weldcren,  by  the  late  Lord 
Suffolk,  in  which  he  explained  his 
views,  and  the  neceffity  he  was 
tifider  to  defend  himfelf  again  ft  an 
enemy,  who  had  attacked  him  by 
furprize  in  an  unjuft  manner ;  and 
although  that  enemy  has  gone  fo 
far  as  to  dictate  co  your  High 
MightinefTes,  what  they  were  to 
do  during  the  prefent  troubles ; 
bis  Majefty,  far  from  imitating 
any  fuch  arbitrary  conduct,  only 
proposed  to  your  High  Mighti- 
nefTes to  confer  with  his  ambaffa- 
dor  upon  what  was  mod  proper 
to  be  done  for  the  fecurity,  &c.  of 
the  two  countries.  Your  High 
MightinefTes,  it  is  true,  to  my 
great  regret,  thought  proper  to 
decline  this  offer,  and  to  infill 
upon  the  literal'  and  Ariel;  ob- 
servance of  a  treaty  which  you 
yonrfelves  muft  fee  is  incompatible 
with  the  fecurity  of  Great  Britain, 
and  contrary  to  the  fpirit  and  Im- 
putations of  all  the  future  treaties 
between  the  two  nations. 

"  What  objedl  can  be  more  im- 
portant, more  indifpenfible,  than 
£hat  of  depriving  the  enemy  of  any 
materials  which  may  enable  them 


to  redouble  their  effort*  during  th* 
war?  and  how  can  a  protection  of 
thofe  materials  be  reconciled  to  the 
alliances  fo  often  renewed  between 
the  two  nation?,  or  with   the   af- 
fu ranees  of  friendship,  which  your 
High  MightinefTes  are  continually 
profeffing  to  the  King?   To  pre- 
vent future  bad  confequences,  ,and 
to  afTure  the  republic  of  the  une- 
quivocal friendfhip  his  Majefty  en- 
tertains   for    this    republic,     the 
King   has  ordered    me    to   afTure 
your  High  MightinefTes  of  the  ar- 
dent defire  he  has  to  cultivate  good 
harmony  between  the  two  nations, 
to  renew  the  f>romifes  he  made  to 
them  to  maintain  the  liberties  of 
legal  trade  to  their  fubje&s,  agree- 
able to  the  orders    given   to  the 
King's  fhips  and  privateers,  not- 
withftanding   the    advantage   that 
may  refult  from  it  to  the  enemy  ; 
but  his  Majefty  orders  me  to  add, 
that  he  cannot   depart   from   the 
neceffity  he  is  under  of  excluding 
the  tranfportation  of  naval  ftores 
to  the  pores  of  France,  and  parti- 
cularly  timber,  even  if  they  are 
efcorted  by  men  of  war. 

"  The  example  which  France 
has  fet  of  favouring,  fo  me  members 
of  the  republic  to  the  detriment 
of  others,  fo  directly  contrary  to 
the  union  and  independence  of 
your  High  MightinefTes,  the  King 
hopes  never  to  be  obliged  to  fol- 
low, unlefs  a  condefcenfion  to  the 
views  of  France  obliges  him  to 
take  that  method  of  making  amends 
to  thofe  members  of  the  republic 
who  are  hurt  by  the  partiality  of 
his  enemies.  His  Majefty  always 
thought  it  derogatory  from  the 
dignity  of  fovereignty  to  fow  dif- 
cord  in  any  neighbouring  ftates. 

"  The  laft  edift  publifhed   by 

the  court  of  France,   which  ex* 

ceptt 
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in  fhort,  a  nation  accuftomed  to  three  frigates  had  lately  arrived  at 
exadtthe  literal  execution  of  a  hard  the  Texel,  namely,  two  French, 
treaty ,  has  too  much  generality    and  one  called  an  American,  com- 


not  to  fulfil  thofe  which  have  unit- 
ed the  interefts  of  the  two  nations 
upwards  of  a  century. 

"  It  is  in  this  perfusion,  joined 
to  all  that  is  held  mod  facred 
among  men,  that  the  under- writ- 
ten Ambaflador  Extraordinary  and 


manded  by  Paul  Jones,  bringing 
with  diem  two  prizes  taken  by 
them  in  the  open  fea,  and  called 
the  Serapis  and  the  Countefs  of 
Scarborough,  defcribed  in  the  am- 
baflador*s  memorial.  That  theijp 
High  Mighritoefles  having  for  a 


Plenipotentiary  from  the  King  of    century  paft  ftriclly  obferved  the 
Great  Britain,  has,  by  exprefs  or-    following  maxim,  and  notified  the 


der,  the  honour  to  notify  to  your 
High  Mightinefles,  that  the  dan- 
ger which  threatens  his  kingdoms, 
neceflnates  his  Majefty  to  reclaim, 
without  lofs  of  time.,  the  fuccours 
ftipulated  in  the  treaties  of  1678, 
and  others,  and  of  which  the  Ctfus 
Foederis  is  fo  fully  explained  in  the 
feparate  article  of  17 16.  His  Ma- 
jelly  expects  the  fame  with  confi- 
dence from  a  neighbour  who  has 
never  failed  in  his  engagements, 
and  for  the  reft  confides  in  the  de- 


fame by  placards,  viz.  that  they 
will  in  no  refpecl  whatever  pretend 
to  judge  of  the  legality  or  illegal 
lity  of  the  affianT'of  thofe*  *'whM 
have  on  the  open  Tea  taken  ant.  \ 
vefleh  which  do  not  belong  to  thft    \ 
country,  and  bring  them  intcV  an jr    j 
of  the  ports  of  this  republic ;  dial  >f 
they  only  open  their  ports  to  them  * 
to  give  them  -ihelter  .from  ftonnh 
or  other  difaftersi  'and  that  they  > 
oblige  them  to  put  tcr  fea  again    v 
with  their  prizes  without,  onload- 


vine  benediction  on  the  juftnefs  of    ing  or  difpofing  of  thdr  cargoes, 
his  caufe,  and  on  the  fidelity  and    bat  letting  them  remain_exacuy  as 


valour  of  his  fubje&s. 

"  The  underwritten  waits  with 
the  greateft  impatience  for  a  juft, 
fpeedy,  and  favourable  anfwer, 
and  is  ready  to  confer  with  the  de- 
puties of  your  High  Mightinefles 
on  what  fteps  are  further  neceftary 
to  be  taken. 

(Signed) 

Joseph  Yorki." 

Hague,  July  22,  1779. 


Re/olutions  of  their  High  Mightinef- 
fes,  relative  to  Paul  Jones'*  Squa- 
dron and  Prizes,  delivered  to  the 
Englifh  Ambajfador  at  the  Hague, 
on  the  z$th  o/Ottoter,  1 779. 


T 


when  they  Arrived.  That  their 
High  Mightinefles  will  not  exa- 
mine whether  the  prizes  taken  by 
the  three  frigates  in  queftion  belong 
to  the  French  or  the  Americans, 
or  whether  they  are  legal  or  illegal 
prizes,  but  leave  all  that  to  be  de# 
termined  by  the,  proper  judges, 
and  will  oblige  them  to  put  to  fea, 
that  they  may  be  liable  to  be  re- 
taken, and  by  that  means  brought 
before  the  proper  judge,  particu- 
larly as  his  Excellency  the  Ambaf- 
fador  maft  own  he  would  have  np 
lefs  a  right  to  re-claim  the  above- 
mentioned  ftiips,  if  they 'had  been 
private  property,  than  as  they  have 
been  King's  fhips ;  therefore  their 
High  Mightinefles  are  not  autho- 
rifed  to  pafs  judgment  either  upon 


HAT  their  High  Mighti. 

nefles  being  informed  that    thefe  prizes,  or  the  ptrfotfof  Paul 

Jones  % 
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Memorial  prefented  by   Sir  Jofeph  of  England  will   no  doubt  con- 

York,  Ambajfador  Extraordinary  vincc  all  the  fubje&s  of  thefc  Pro- 

and  Plenipotentiary  of  the  King  of  vinces,  who  have   hitherto  fpoke 

Great  Britain,    to  their  High  againft  it,  of  the  neceffity  of  this 

MightinefTes  the  States  General  requeft  of  my  court. 

of  the  United   Provinces  of  the  "  But    thofe-  motives,    which 

Low  Countries,  on  the  zzd  of  were  only  palliatives  to  prevent  an 

July,  1779.  evil,  are  now  out  of  feafon;  the 

danger  is  become  imminent,  and 

"  High  and  Mighty  Lords,  the  remedy  mud  be  fpeedy.     The 

~INCE  France,  by  the  de-  ftipulations  of  a  treaty,  founded 


"S1 


claration  made  at  London    on  the  interefts  of  trade  only,  mud 
on  the  1 3th  of  March  lad  year,    give  way  to  thofe  founded  on  the 
fully  difcovered  the  vaft  and  dan*    deareft  interefts  of  the  two  nations, 
gerous  defigns  which  the  Family    The  moment  is  come  to  decide 
Compact   had  before    announced    whether  Great  Britain,  who  has 
to  Europe,  this  part  of  the  world    folk  fo  much  blood,  and  expended 
snail  bear  witnefs  to  the  wifdom    fo  much  treafure  to  fuccour  others, 
and  moderation  of  the  King  of    and  to  maintain  liberty  and  reli- 
Great  Britain,  who  endeavoured    gion,  is  to  have  no  other  refources 
to  ward  off  the  calamities  of  war,    again II  the  malice  and  envy  of  her 
avoiding,  as  much  as  poffible,  en-    enemies,  than  her  own  courage, 
gaging  his  neighbours  and  allies.      and    hei4   own  internal  ftrength  ; 
"  A  conduct  like  this,  founded    whether  fhe  is  to  be  abandoned  by 
in  the  moft  pointed  moderation,    her  moll  antient  friends  and  allies, 
feemed  fo  much  to  embolden  the    to  the  mod  ambitious  views  of  the 
court  of  Verfailles,  that  after  per-     Houfe  of  Bourbon,  which  would 
fidioufly  encouraging  of  rebel  fob-    cru(h  all,  to  reign  over  all;  and 
jecls,  under  the  mafk  of  liberty,    whether  Europe  in  general,   and 
commerce,  and  independence,  to    your  High  MightineiTes  in  parti- 
plunge  a  poignard  into  the  heart    cular,  will  with  indifference  fee  a 
of  their  mother  country ;  France,     fyftem  eftablifhed,  which  will  evi- 
not  contented  with  fo  hoftile  a  pro-    dently    deftroy    that    equilibrium 
ceeding,    has,    without    any  na-    which  is  the  only  guarantee   of 
tional  quarrel,  drawn  Spain  into    your  commerce,  liberty,  and  even 
its  views,  and,  without  any  plau-    exigence  itfelf. 
fible  reafons  to  colour  the  defign,         ••  The  King,  High  and  Mighty 
is  making  every  preparation  that    Lords,  has  too  high  an  opinion  of 
an  imperious  difpofnion  can  die-    the  underftanding,  the  good  faith, 
tate  to  invade  the  Britifh  iflands.        and  the  wifdom  of  the  republic,  to 
*'  On  the  news  of  thefe  extraor-    doubt  a  moment  of  the  fentiments 
dinary    and     great    preparations,    of  your  High  MightineiTes  on  this 
your  High  MightinefTes  cannot  but    occafion.     A  nation  whofe  hiftory 
juilify  the  .pre fling  and  reiterated    contains  fcarce  any  thing  but  the 
j  n  ft  a  rices  which  the  King  of  Great    detail  of  the  dangers  which   the 
Britain  could  not   but   make   to    ambition    of    France    fuccefiively 
you,  relative  to  the  naval   arm  a-    created,   whofe   belt  days    began 
ment;  and  the  notorious  danger    with  their  union  with  England: 

in 
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in  fhort,  a  nation  accuftomed  to 
exadt  the  literal  execution  of  a  hard 
treaty,  has  too  much  generality 
not  to  fulfil  thofe  which  have  unit- 
ed the  interefb  of  the  two  nations 
upwards  of  a  century. 

"  It  is  in  this  perfuafion,  joined 
to  all   that   is   held  mod  facred 
among  men,  that  the  under- writ- 
ten Ambaflador  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary  from  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  has,  by  exprefs  or- 
der, the  honour  to  notify  to  your 
High  Mightinefles,  that  the  dan* 
ger  which  threatens  his  kingdoms, 
neceffitates  his  Majefty  to  reclaim, 
without  lofs  of  time,  the  fuccours 
ftipulated  in  the  treaties  of  1678, 
and  others,  and  of  which  the  Ctfus 
Foederis  is  fo  fully  explained  in  the 
feparate  article  of  1 7 1 6.    His  Ma- 
jelly  expects  the  fame  with  confi- 
dence from  a  neighbour  who  has 
never  failed  in  his  engagements, 
and  for  the  reft  confides  in  the  di- 
vine benediction  on  the  juftnefs  of 
his  caufe,  and  on  the  fidelity  and 
valour  of  his  fubjects. 

"  The  underwritten  waits  with 
the  greateft  impatience  for  a  juft, 
fpeedy,  and  favourable  anfwer, 
and  is  ready  to  confer  with  the  de- 
puties of  your  High  Mightinefles 
on  what  fteps  are  further  neceftary 
to  be  taken. 

(Signed) 

Joseph  Yorxi." 

H*g*'*  Jub  **>  1779' 


Refolutions  of  their  High  Mightinef- 
fes,  relative  to  Paul  Jones'*  Squa- 
dron and  Prizes,  delivered  to  the 
"EngliftkJmhaJ/ador  at  the  Hague, 
on  the  z$th  ofOgober,   1 779. 


T 


HAT  their  High  Mighti. 
nefles  being  informed  that 


three  frigates  had  lately  arrived  at 
the  Texel,  namely,  two  French 
and  one  called  an  American,  com- 
manded by  Paul  Jones,  bringing 
with  them  two  prizes  taken  by 
them  in  the  open  fea,  and  called 
the  Serapis  and  the  Countefs  of 
Scarborough,  defcribed  in  the  am- 
baflador's  memorial.    That  theip   v 
High  Mightinefles  having  for  a 
century  paft  Jlri&ly  obferved  th% 
following  maxim,  and  notified  the 
fame  by  placards,  viz. '  that  they 
will  in  no  refped  whatever  pretend 
to  judge  of  the  legality  or  illegal 
lity  of  the  aftipnf  of  thofe*  whi  A 
have  on  the  open  fea  taken  any.  \ 
vefleh  which  do  not  belong  to  din    (, 
country,  and  bring  them  into  ahf    I 
of  the  ports  of  this  republic' ;  that  7 
they  only  open  their  ports  to  them  *  * 
to  give  them  fhelter  .from  ftonn* 
or  other  difafters*  and  that  they  . 
oblige  them  to  put  to  fea  again    v 
with  their  prize*  v^tthemt  unload- 
ing or  difpofing  of  their  cargoes; 
but  letting  them  remain  exactly  as 
when  they  Arrived.     That  their    ' 
High  Mightinefles  will  not  exa- 
mine whether  the  prizes  taken  by 
the  three  frigates  in  que  ft  ion  belong 
to  the  French  or  the  Americans, 
or  whether  they  arc  legal  or  illegal 
prizes,  but  leave  all  that  to  be  de* 
termined  by  the  proper  judges, 
and  will  oblige  them  to  put  to  tea, 
that  they  may  be  liable  to  be  re- 
taken, and  by  that  means  brought 
before  the  proper  judge,  particu- 
larly as  his  Excellency  the  Am  oaf- 
fad  or  muft  own  he  would  have  no 
lefs  a  right  to  re-claim  the  above- 
mentioned  ftiips,  if  they  had  been 
private  property,  than  as  they  have 
been  King's  flaps ;  therefore  their 
High  Mightinefles  %rz  not  autho- 
rifed  to  pafs  judgment  either  upon 
thofe  prises,  or  the  perfonf  of  Paul 

Jones ; 
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Jones ;  that  as  to  what  regards  ads  humanity  .di&atcd  relative   to*  the* 
of  humanity,  their  High  Mighti-  wounded  men  on  board   the  two 
ne£es  have  already  made  appear  King's  (hips  the  Serapis  and  Coun- 
how  ready  they  are  to  ihew  them  tefs  of  Scarborough,  J  cannot  buC 
towards  the  wounded  on  board  of  comply  with  the  ftri&  orders  of  his 
the  vefTels,    and  that   they   have  Majefty,  by  renewing  in  the  Urong* 
given  orders   accordingly.      That  ell  and  mo  ft  preffing  manner  his 
an  extract  of  the   prefent  refolu-  requeft  that  thefe  (hips  and  their 
tion  fhall  be  given   to  Sir  Jofeph  crews  may  be  Hopped,  and  deli- 
Vorke  by  the  Agent  Vander  Burch  vered  up,   which  the   pirate  Paul 
dt  Spierinxhock.  Jones  of  Scotland,  who  is  a  rebel 
At  the  fame  time  it  was.  refolv-  fubjeel,    and    a  criminal    of    the 
ed,  that  word   fhould  be  fent  to  State,  has  taken, 
the  Admiralty  of  Amfterdam  that        The    fentiments  of  equity  and 
their  High   Mighiinefles  approve  juftice  which  your  High  Mighti- 
their  proceedings,  and  adhere  to  neiTes  poflefs,  leave  me  no  room  to 
their  placard  of  the  3d  of  Novem-  doubt  but  chat,  upon  mature  deli* 
ber,  1756,  by  which  it  is.  forbid**  Deration  upon  all  the  circumftances 
to  meddle  with  any  prizes,  or  to  of  this  affair,    you  will  acknow- 
open  their  cargoes,  io<as  by  that  ledge  the  reafonablenefs  of  this  re- 
means  to  free  them  from  being  re-  quell,  founded  both  on  the  moi 
taken,  &c.     That  this  is  ftriclly  to  folemn  treaties  now  fubfiiiing  be* 
be  obferved   with   regard    to    the  tvveen  Great  Britain  and  the  Unit- 
Serapis  and    Countefs  of  Scarbo-  ed   Provinces,  and   the  right  an4 
rough.     Their  High  Mighti neiTes  cufloms  of  nations  in  friendfhip  and 
authorife  the  faid  Admiralty  to  or-  alliance. 

<ler  matters  fo  that  thefe  five  fhips        The  flipulation  of  the  treaty  of 

do  put  to  fea  as  foon  as  poilible,  Breda  of  the   10th  of  July  1667, 

and  that  they  take  care  they  are  (Old  Stile)  confirmed  particularly 

not  furrd fried  with  any  warlike  or  in  that  of  1716,  and  all  the  later 

naval  ftores  but  what  are  abfolutcly  ones,  are  too  clear  and  inconteftible 

necefTary  to  carry  them  fafe  to  the  in  that  refpeft  for  the  full  force  of 

firft  foreign  port  they  can  come  at,  ^hem  not  to  be  left. 
in  order  that  all  fufpicion  of  their        The  Xing  would  think  he.  derot- 

bein£  fitted  out  here  may  drop.  gated   from    his  own  dignity,   as 

*     well  as  that  of  your  High  Migh- 
ti neiTes,  was  he  to  enter  into  the 

Memorial  printed  by  Sir   Jofeph  particulars  of  a  cafe  fo  notorious 

Yorke,  bis  Majefty*  s  Ambaffador  as  that  in  quefhon,  or  to  fet  before 

at    the  Hague,    to   their    High  &*   eTM  <*   th«   ancient  4iw»& 

MightineiTe*,  requeuing  the  ddi-  and  alhes  of  his  c™wn  analogous 

vering  up  the  Serapis  and  Coun-  examples    of   other    Princes    and 

tefs  of  Scarborough,  taken  by  Paul  States  *  but  wJl1  onty  remark,  that 

Jones.  a^  tne  placards  even  of  your  High 

Mightineffes  require    that  al!  the 

High  and  Mighty  Lords,  captains  of  foreign   armed  velTels 

IN  thanking  your  High  Mighti-  fhall,  upon  their  arrival,    prefect 

neiTes  for  the  orders  which  ^ our  their  letters  of  marque  or  commif- 

fion, 
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fioh,  aad  authorifes,  according  to.  take  open  them  to  judge  of  the 

the  cuftom  of  Admiralties*  to  .treat  legality  or  illegality  of  thofe.  wfc# 

all   thofe  as  pirates  whofe  letters  have.  on.  the  open,  fea  taken  any 

are  found  to  be  illegal  for  want  veffels  .which   do  not  belong   *# 

of  being  granted  hy  a  Sovereign  their   country  ;    that    they    ottljr 

power.  open  their  porta  to  give  them  Act* 

The  quality  of  Paul  Jones,  and  ter  from  ftorms  or  other  di&ften  f 

all  the  circumftances  of  the  affair,  and  that  they  oblige  them  to  g*ja> 

are   too  notorious  for  your  High  fea  again  with  their  prises  without 

MightinefTes    to    be   ignorant  of  fiffenng  them  to  unload  04:  diipotV 

them.     The  eyes  of  all  Europe  are  ef  any  part  of  their  cargoes,  thin; 

fixed  upon  your  refolution ;  your  they  may  be  liable  to  fan  J**mjte* 

High  MightinefTes  know  too  well  in  the  fame. fate  they  w^e  takes  # 

tbe  value  of  good  faith  not  to  give  but  do  not  think:  themn^re*  #8* 

an  example  of  it  in  this  eflentiaj  thorireti  to*  pafs  judgmOf^  upoft 

rencontre.     The  fmalleft  deviation  thofe-prjaes*  or  t^Deffon/of  JKflnf. 

from  4o  facred  a  rule,  l?y;we.a>cn-  Jongfe  #c."  .:::    .j,c';. ,  \ /i.. 

ing  the  friendihip  of  neighbours,  :  ,  .,,  ;  . ..  «  :, 

may  produce  ferious  con{eo,uences.  . -^i.-  -;    ■    ■  1  ■     ■  ■  .         .  -.  \ 

The  King  has  always  .gloried  in  .  .,:  :-  *  . ;  * 

cultivating  the  friendfhip  of  your  M&Mud  ptefcnltd  hy  Sir,  Je&pfc 
High   MightinefTes;.  his   Majefty     : -Yorkfe*  /•  tk$ir  High  Mightine£ 

conitantly  perfiih  in  the  fame  fen*  .    k*t  N*v.  26*6,  1779%'  v 

timents ;    but  the  Englifh  nation  ■■.*..,  -;• 

does  not  think  that  it  any  ways  ,    High  and  Mighty  Lordft,     '  ;  , 

has  deferved  its  fellow-citizens  to  'TpHE   King    cannot  without 
be  imprifoned  in  the  .ports  of  the       X.     furprize  fee  the  file  nee  that 

republic  by  a  man  of  no  character,  has  been  obferved,  with  regard  as> 

a  iubje&  of  the  fame  country,  and  the   memorial  which   the    under- 

who  enjoys  that  liberty  which  they  written,  had  the  honour  to  prckut 

are  deprived  of.  ,  upwards   of  four   months  ago.  te» 

It  is  for  thefe  and  many  other  your  iiigh  MightinefTea,  requiring 

ftrong  reafons,  which  cannot  efcape  the  fuccours  ftipulated  by  treaty/ 
the  wifdom  and  penetration  of  your        His    Majefty   would    not   hare 

High  MightinefTes,  that  the  un-  claimed  the  aififUace  of  ihis*  allies* 

der  writ  ten  hopes  to  receive  a  fpee-  if  he  had  not  been  fully  authorized 

dy  and  favourable  anfwer  conform-  to«it  by  the  menaces,  the  prepara- 

able   to    the  juft   expectations  of  -tioni,  and  even  the  attacks  of  hie 

the  King  his  mailer  and  the  Britiih  enemjes  ;    and    if    he    had  mjt 

nation.  thought  your  High  Mightinefies  a* 

(Signed)  much  interefted  in  the  prefervation 

Joseph  Yorke.  of  Great  Britain  as  in  their  own* 
Done  at  the  Hague*  03.  29,  1779.  The  fpirit  and  the  letter  of  the4 

treaties  confirm  this  truth,'   Your 

The  anfwer  which  their   High  High  MightinefTes  are   too    wife 

MightinefTes  caufed  to  be  given  to  and  too  juft  to  difpenfe  with  the 

the  above  memorial  was  in  brief;  observance  of  them,  having  par- 

"  That   they  will  in  no  refpeft  ticularly   yourfelves   fcllkited  the 

addition 


43«J       ANNUAL    R  EGISTER,  1779. 

addition  of  the  Separate  article  of  concerting  of  meafures,  in  order 

the  treaty  of  1716,  in  which  the  to  fulfil  their  engagements  on  this 

Cafus  Foederis  is   ftipulated  in    a  head.     The  decifion  of  your  High 

clear  and  inconteftible  manner.  MiehtinefTes  is  fo  neceflary,  and 

The  hoftile  declaration  made  at  fo  important  in  its  confluences, 

London  by  the  Marquis  de  Noailles,  that  the  King  would  think  him- 

the  attack  of  Jerfey,  the  fiege  of  felf  wanting  to  himfelf,  his  fub- 

Gibraltar,  and  all  the  other  noto-  jeds,  and  the  republic,  if  his  Ma- 

rious    enterprizes,    are    fo    many  jefty  did  not  recommend  this  af- 

clear  proofs  of  a  manifeft  aggref-  fair  immediately  to  the  mod  fe- 

fion.     Befides  which,    your  High  rious   deliberation   of  your   High 

Mightinefles  have  feen,  during  the  Mightinefle*.     It  is  of  infinite  im- 

paft   fummer,   that  the  combined  port  to  the  King  to  have  matters 

forces   of  the   Houfe  of  Bourbon  made  clear,  by  a  fpeedy  and  im- 

were  evidently  directed  again  ft  his  mediate  anfwer  to  fo  eflential  an 

Majefty 's  kingdoms ;  and  although  object. 

the  vigorous  meafures  of  the  King,        His   Majefty   hopes,    from    the 

'  the  zealous  and  patriotic  efforts  of  equity  of  your  High  Mightinefles, 

the  nation,  crowned  with  the  blef-  that  their  anfwer  will  be  conform- 

lings  of  Providence,  have  happily  able  to  the  treaties  and  the  fenti- 

hitherto  fruftrated  their  ambitious  ments  of  friendfhip  he  has  always 

deftgns,  yet  the  danger  exiits  ftill,  had  for  the  republic ;  and  it  will 

and  the  enemy  continues  ftill  to  be  -according  to  the  refolutions  of 

announce   their    intended   attacks  your  High  Mightinefles  that  his 

and  invasions,  under  the  protection  Majefty  propofes  to  take  fuch  fu- 

of  their  naval  forces.  ture   meafures   as    may  be    mod 

<  The  King  can   never  imagine  adapted  to  circumftances,  and  moft 

that    the    wifdom   of  your  High  proper  for  the  fecurity  of  his  eftates, 

Mightinefles  can  permit  them  to  the  welfare  of  his  people,  and  the 

remain  indifferent  in  interefts    fo  dignity  of  his  crown, 

folid  and  fo  common  to  both  coun*  Done  at  the  Hague,  Nov.  26,  1779* 
tries,  and  ftill  lefs  that  they  fhould  (Signed) 

not  be  convinced  of  the  juftice  of  Joseph  Yorke. 

the  motives  which  have  determined  ^ 

his  Majefty  to  claim   that  fuccour  . 

which  is  his  due  on  fo  many  ac-  <freatJ  ^  friendjbip  and  Commerce 

counts.     His  Majefty  would  rather        between    the    French   King    and 

perfuade  himfelf  that  your  High        the  United  States  of  North  Ame- 

Mightinefles,    having   refolved   to        rjCa# 

augment  their  navy,  had  through 

prudence  kept  back  their  anfwer  ^TT^HE    Moft  Chriftian    King, 

till  they  were  better  able  to  furnifh       X       anc*  the   Thirteen    United 

the  fuccour  required.  Stated    of   North   America,    via. 

It  is  for  this  reafon,    that,  in  New  -  Hamplhire,     MaflTachufets- 

renewing  this  fubjett  in  the  moft  Bay,    Rhode-Ifland,  Connecticut, 

prefling  manner,  I  have  orders  to  New- York,  New- Jerfey,  Pennfyl- 

requeft  of  your  High  M^htineffes  vania,  the  Counties  of  Newcaftle,. 

moft  amicably  not  to  defer   the  Kent,   and  Suflex  on  the  Dela- 
3  ware,. 
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ware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
and  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
defirousof  eftablifhing,  in  an  equi- 
table and  permanent  manner,  the 
rules  which  ought  to  be  obferved, 
relative  to  the  correfpondence  and 
commerce,  which  the  two  parties 
wifh  to  eftablifh  between  their  re- 
fpecYive  dates,  dominions  and  fub- 
jedls ;  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty 
and  the  faid  United  States  have 
thought  proper,  and  as  moft  con- 
ducive to  this  end,  to  found  their 
arrangements  on  the  bafis  of  the 
mofl  perfect  equality  and  recipro- 
cal advantage,  taking  care  to 
avoid  difagreeable  preferences,  the 
fources  or  altercation,  embarrafT- 
mcnt,  and  difcontent;  to  leave  to 
each  party  the  liberty,  refpecYmg 
commerce  and  navigation,  of  mak- 
ing fuch  interior  regulations  as 
fh:ill  fuit  themfelves ;  \o  found 
their  commercial  advantages  as 
well  on  reciprocal  intereft,  as  on 
the  laws  of  mutual  agreement ; 
and  thus  to  preferve  to  both  par- 
ties the  liberty  of  dividing,  each 
according  to  his  will,  the  fame  ad- 
vantages with  other  nations.  In 
this  idea,  and  to  accomplifh  thefe 
views,  his  faid  Majefty,  having  no- 
minated and  appointed,  as  his  ple- 
nipotentiary, M.  Conrad  Alexander 
Gerard,  royal  Syndic  of  the  city 
of  Strafburgh,  Secretary  of  his 
Mm  jetty's  Council  of  State  ;  and 
the  United  States  having,  on  their 
part,  in  vetted  with  full  powers 
MefT.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Deputy 
of  the  General  Congrefs  of  the 
State  of  Pennfylvania,  and  prefi- 
<l»Tit  of  the  affembly  of  the  faid 
iHte ;  Silas  Deane,  formerly  De- 
puty of  the  State  of  Connecticut; 
and  Arthur  Lee,  Counfellor  at 
Law :  the  faid  plenipotentiaries 
refpectively,  after  having  exchang- 
Vol.  XXII. 


ed  their  credentials,  and  upon  ma- 
ture deliberation,  have  conclud- 
ed arid  agreed  to  the  following  ar- 
ticles : 

Art.  I.  A  firm,  inviolable,  and 
univerfal  peace,  and  a  true  and 
fincere  friend  (hip,  fhall  fubfift  be- 
tween the  moft  Chriftian  King, 
his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  as  well 
as  between  his  moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jetty's  fubje&s,  and  thofe  of  the 
faid  dates ;  as  alfo  between  the 
people,  i flamds,  cities,  and  places, 
under  the  government  of  his  Chri- 
ftian Majefty,  and  the  faid  United 
States ;  and  between  the  people 
and  inhabitants  of  all  claffes,  with- 
out any  exception  to  peribns  or 
places.  The  conditions  mentioned 
in  the  prefent  treaty,  (hall  be  per- 
petual and  permanent  between  the 
moft  Chriftian  King,  his  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  and  the  faid  United 
States. 

Art.  IL  The  moft  Chriftian  " 
King  and  the  United  States  mu- 
tually engage,  not  to  grant  any 
particular  favour  to  other  nations, 
refpe&ing  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion, which  fhall  not  be  imme- 
diately made  known  to  the  other 
party;  and  fuch  nation  fhall  en-  . 
joy  that  favour  gratuitoufly,  if  the 
concettion  is  fuch,  or  in  granting 
the  fame  compenfation,  if  the 
concettion  is  conditional. 

Art,  III.  The  fubjecls  of  the 
moft  Chriftian  King  fhall  not  pay, 
in  the  ports,  harbours,  roads, 
countries,  iflands,  cities,  and  places 
of  the  United  States,  any  greater 
/duties  or  imports,  of  what  nature 
foever  they  may  be,  or  by  whatever 
name  they  may  "be  called,  than 
fuch  as  the  moft  favoured  nation 
fhall  pay ;  and  they  fhall  enjoy  all 
the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  im- 
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nun"  tier,  and  exemption?,  is  point 
cf  traic,  navigation,  £&d  com- 
merce, whether  in  pacing  from 
one  port  of  the  faid  States  to  ano- 
ther, or  in  going  thither,  or  in 
returning  fr^m  <  r  going  to  any 
part  of  the  world  whatever,  as 
the  faid  nations  may  or  (hall  en- 
joy. 

Art.  IV.  The  fubjecls,  people, 
and  inhabitant*  of  the  faid  United 
State j,  or  each  of  them,  fhall  not 
pay,  in  the  pons,  harbours,  roads, 
lfl&ndt,  ci:ici,  and  places,  within 
the  dominions  of  his  moil  Chriftian 
Majefly  in  Europe,  any  greater 
duties  or  im polls,  of  what  nature 
foever  they  may  be,  or  by  whatever 
name  they  may  be  called,  than  the 
moil  favourite  nation  are  or  fhall 
be  bound  to  pay;  and  they  (hall 
enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  pri- 
vileges, immunities,  and  exemp- 
tions, in  point  of  trade,  naviga- 
tion, and  commerce,  whether  in 
paiTing  from  one  port  to  another  of 
the  faid  dominions  of  the  moil 
Chriftian  King  in  Europe,  or  in 
going  thither,  or  in  returning  from 
or' going  to  any  part  of  the  world 
whatever,  as  the  faid  nations  may 
or  fhall  enjoy. 

Art.  V.  In  the  above  exemption 
is  particularly  comprized  the  im- 
pofition  of  one  hundred  pence  per 
ton,  eflablifhed  in  France  upon  fo- 
reign fhips ;  excepting  when  the 
/hips  of  the  United  States  fhall 
load  with  French  merchandizes  in 
one  port  of  France  for  another  in 
the  fame  kingdom  ;  in  which  cafe 
the  faid  (hips  of  the  faid  United 
States  fhall  difcharge  the  ufual 
rights,  fo  long  as  the  moft  favou- 
rite nations  fhall  be  obliged  to  do 
the  fame ;  nevcrthclefs,  the  faid 
United  States,  or  any  of  them,  fhall 
be  at  liberty  to  eftablifh,  when- 


ever they  (hall  think  proper,  a 
right  equivalent  to  that  in  queftion, 
in  the  fame  cafe  as  it  is  eflablifhed 
in  the  ports  of  his  moil  Chriftian 
Majefly. 

Art.  VI.  The  moft  Chriftian 
King  fhall  ufe  all  the  means  in  his 
power  to  protect  and  defend  all  the 
fhips  and  effects  belonging  to  the 
fubjects,  people,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  United  States,  and  of 
each  of  them,  which  fhall  be  in 
his  ports,  harbours,  or  roads,  or 
in  the  feas  near  his  territories, 
countries,  ifles,  cities,  and  places ; 
and  fhall  ufe  every  effort  to  reco- 
ver and  reftore  to  the  lawful  pro- 
prietors, their  agents  or  order,  all 
the  fhips  and  effects  which  fhall  be 
taken  within  his  jurifdiction  ;  and 
his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty's  fhips 
of  war,  or  other  convoys,  (ailing 
under  his  authority,  fhall  take,  on 
every  occafion,  under  their  pro- 
tection the  fhips  belonging  to  the 
fubjects,  people,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  United  States,  or  any 
of  them,  which  fhall  keep  the  fame 
courfe  and  make  the  fame  rout,  and 
defend  the  faid  fhips,  fo  long  as 
they  fhall  keep  the  fame  courfe  and 
make  the  fame  rout,  again  ft  every 
attack,  force,  or  violence,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  are  bound  to 
defend  ,and  protect  the  fhips  be- 
longing to  the  fubjecls  of  his  moft 
Chriftian  Majefly. 

Art.  VII.  In  like  manner  the 
faid  United  States,  and  their  fhips 
of-  war  failing  under  their  autho- 
rity, fhall  protect  and  defend, 
agreeable  to  the  contents  of  the 
preceding  article,  all  the  fhips  and 
effects  belonging  to  the  moft  Chrif- 
tian King,  and  fhall  pfe  all  their 
efforts  to  recover  and  reftore  the 
faid  fhips  and  effects,  which  fhall 
be  *afcen  within  the  extent  of  the 
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jurifdi&ion    of   the    faid  United 
States,  or  either  of  them. 

Art.  VIII.  The  moft  Chriftian 
King  will  employ  his  endeavours 
and  mediation  wi^h  the  King  or 
Emperor  of  Morocco  or  Fee,  with 
the  Regencies  of  Algier,  Tunis, 
and  Tripoli,  or  any  of  them,  as 
well  as  with  evkry  other  Prince, 
State,  or  Powers,  of  the  Bar  bar y 
coaft  in  Africa,  and  with  the  fob- 
jedts  of  the  faid  King,  Emperor, 
States  and  Powers,  and  each  of 
rhem,  to  fecure,  as  fully  and  ef- 
fectually as  pofltble,-to  the  advan- 
tage, convenience,  and  fecurity,  of 
the  faid  United  States,  and  each 
of  them,  as  alfo  their  fnbje&s, 
people,  and  inhabitants,  their  mips 
and  efFedts,  again  ft  violence,  in- 
fult,  attack,  or  depredation,  on 
■I he  part  of  the  faid  Barbary 
Princes  and  States,  or  their  fub- 
jedls. 

Art.  IX.  The  fubjedtj,  inhabi- 
tants, merchants,  commanders  of 
fhips,  mailers,  and  feamen,  of  the 
ftates,  provinces,  and  dominions  of 
the  two  parties,  (hall  reciprocally 
refrain  from  and  avoid  riming  in 
any  of  the  places  pofteJTed,  or 
which  fhall  be  poffeffed,  by  the 
other  party.  The  fubje&s  of  his 
moil  Chriftian  Majefty  (hall  not 
fifh  in  the  harbours,  bays,  creeks, 
roads,  and  places,  which  the  faid 
United  States  poflefs,  or  (hall  here- 
after po fiefs ;  and  in  the  fame  man- 
ner the  fubjecls,  people,  and  in- 
habitants, of  the  faid  United  Stated, 
(hall  not  fifh  in  the  harbours,  bays, 
creeks,  roads,  coafts,  and  places, 
which  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty 
actually  poffefies,  or  (hall  hereafter 
potfe  fs  ;  and  if  any  (hip  or  veflel 
ihail  be  furprized  riming,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  prefent  treaty,'  the  fame 
(hip  or  veflel,  and  its  cargo,  (ball, 


upon  clear,  prdof,  be  con  fifes- ted. 
Provided,  the  exclnfion  ftipolattd 
in  the  prefent  article  fhall  ftand 
good  only  fo  long  as  the  King  and 
the  United  States  (hall  not  fuferit 
to  be  enjoyed  by  any  other  riatibn 
whatever,  ■;.  - 

Art.  X.  The  Unhed  States,  their 
citizens  and  inhabitants,  (hall  notar 
diftorb  the  fubje&s  of  the  tnoft 
Chriftian  King  in  the  enjoyment 
and  exercife  of  the  right  of  nQmg 
on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland, 
any  more  thin  in  the  unlimited 
and  exchifive  enjoyment  they  pot-  - 
*fefs  on  that  part  of  the  coafb  if 
that  ifland,  as  fpeci&ed  in  the  treat** 
of  Utrecht,  nor  in  'the  rights  rela- 
tive to  all  and  each  of  the  ifles 
which  belong  to  his  moft  Chriftian 
Majefty ;  the  whole  conformable  cb 
the  truer  fenfe  of  the  treaties  of 
Utrecht  and  Paris. 

Art.  XI.  The  iobjeds  and  in- 
habitants of  the  faid  United  State*, 
or  any  of  them,  fhall  not  be  confi- 
dered  as  foreigners  in  France,  and 
cOnfequently  (hall  be  exempt  from 
the  right  of  efcheatage,  or  any 
other  fuch  like ' right,  under  any 
name  whatever ;  they  may,  by  will; 
donation,  or  other  wife,  difpofe  of 
their  goods,  moveables,  and  fix- 
tures, in  favour  of  whom  they  fhaH 
pleafe;  and  thejr  heirs,  fubje&s 
of  the  faid  United  States,  refident 
in  France  or  elf* where,  (hall  fuc- 
ceed  to  them,  ab  inteftat%  without  • 
being  obliged  to  obtain  letters  of 
naturalization,  and  without  being 
expofed  to  any  moleftation  or  hind- 
rance, under  pretence  of  any  rights 
of  prerogatives  of  provinces,  ci- 
ties, or  private  perfons ;  and  the 
faid  heirs,  either  by  particular  title, 
or  ab  inteftat,  (hall  be  exempt  front 
all  right  of  detraction,  or  other 
right  of  that  kind,  provided  that 
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fuch  or  the  like  local  rights  are 
not  eltabliftied  by  the  faid  United 
States,  or  any  of  them.  The  fub- 
je&s  of  the  moll  Chriftian  King 
jfhall  enjoy,  on  their  fide,  in  all 
the  dominions  of  the  faid  States,  an 
entire  an!  perfect  reciprocation, 
with  refpeft  to  the  flipulations  in- 
cluded in  the  prefent  article. 

But  it  is  at  the  fame  time  agreed, 
that  the  contents  of  this  article  (hall 
not  arTedt  the  laws  made  in  France 
again  It  emigrations,  or  fuch  as  may 
be  made  hereafter,  fuch  being  left 
in  their  full  force  and  vigcur;  the 
United  States,  on  their  fide,  or 
any  of  them,  (hall  be  free  to  make 
fuch  laws,  refpecling  that  matter, 
as  they  (hall  judge  proper. 

Art.  XII.  The  merchant  (hips  of 
both  parties,  which  fhall  be  bound 
to  any  port,  belonging  to  a  power 
then  an  enemy  of  the  other  ally, 
and  of  which  the  voyage,  or  nature 
of  its  cargo,  (hall  gNe  juft  fufpi- 
cions,  (hall  be  bound  to  produce, 
either  on  the  high  feas,  or  in  ports 
and  harbours,  not  only  their  pafT- 
por  s,  but  alfo  certificates,  which 
fhall  exprefsly  (late,  that  their  car- 
goes are  not  of  prohibited  and  con- 
traband wares. 

Art.  X1I1.  If  the  contents  of  the 
faid  certificates  leads  to  a  difco- 
very,  that  the  (hip  carries  prohi- 
bited and  contraband  merchan- 
dizes, configned  to  an  enemy's 
port,  it  (hall  not  be  permitted  to 
open  the  hatches  of  the  faid  (hip, 
nor  any  cafe,  cheft,  trunk,  bale, 
cafk,  or  other  cafes,  contained 
therein,  or  to  difplace  or  remove 
the  lead  part  of  the  merchandize, 
whether  the  (hip  belongs  to  the 
molt  Chriftian  King,  or  to  the  inha* 
bitants  of  the  United  States,  until 
|he  cargo  has  been  landed  in  the 
prefence  of  tfre  officers,  of  the  Ad- 
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miralty,  and  an  inventory  taken  of 
them  ;  but  they  (hall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  fell,  exchange,  or  difpofe 
of  the  (hips  or  cargoes,  in  any  man- 
ner whatever,  until  a  fair  and  legal* 
enquiry  has  been  made,  the  con- 
traband declared,  and  the  Court 
of  Admiralty  (hall  have  pronounced 
the  con  fife  a  don  by  judgment,  ne- 
ver thele  fs  without  prejudice  of 
(hips  or  cargoes,  which,  by  virtue 
of  this  treaty,  (hould  be  con  fide  red 
as  free.  It  (hall  not  be  permitted 
to  retain  merchandizes,  under  pre- 
tence that  they  were  found  among 
contraband  goods,  and  (Till  lefs  to 
confiscate  them  as  legal  prizes.  In 
cafe  where  a  part  only,  and  not 
the  whole  of  the  cargo,  con  (ids  cf 
contraband  articles,  and  that  the 
commander  of  the  (hip  confents  to 
deliver  up  to  the  eaptor  what  (hall 
be  difcovered,  then  the  captain, 
who  (hall  have  made  the  prize, 
after  having  received  thofe  articles, 
(hall  immediately  releafe  the  (hip, 
and  in  no  manner  prevent  it  from 
purfuing  its  voyage ;  but  in  cafe 
that  the  whole  of  the  contraband 
articles  cannot  be  all  taken  into 
the  veffel  of  the  captor,  then  the 
captain  of  fuch  veflel  (hall  remain 
mafter  of  his  prize,  notwithstand- 
ing the  offer  to  give  up  the  contra- 
band goods,  and  con  duel:  the  (hip 
into  the  neareft  port,  conformably 
to  what  is  above  fpecified. 

Art.  XIV.  It  is  agreed,  on  the 
contrary,  that  every  thing  that 
(hall  be  found  embarked  by  the  re- 
fpedlive  fubje&s,  in  (hips  belong- 
ing to  the  enemies  of  the  other 
party,  or  their  fubje&s,  (hall  be 
confiscated,  without  regard  to  their 
being  prohibited  or  not,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  they  belonged 
to  the  enemy  ;  excepting,  however, 
fuch  effeft*  and  merchandizes  as 
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had  been  put  on  board  the  faid 
fhips  before  the  declaration  of  war, 
or  even  after  the  faid  declaration, 
if  they  were  ignorant  of  it  at  the 
time  of  loading;  fo  that  the  mer- 
chandizes of  the  fubjects  of  both 
parties,  whether  they  be  found 
among  contraband  goods  or  other- 
wife,  which,  as  hath  been  juft 
mentioned,  ihall  have  been  put-on 
board  a  fhip,  belonging  to  the 
enemy,  before  the  war,  or  even 
after  the  faid  declaration,  when 
unknown  to  them,  (hall  not  be, 
in  any  manner,  fubject  to  con  fixa- 
tion, but  ihall  be  faithfully  and 
truly  reftored,  without  delay,  to 
the  owners  who  ihall  claim  them  ; 
it  mult,  however,  be  under  flood, 
that  it  will  not  be  permitted  to 
carry  contraband  goods  into  an 
enemy's  ports.  The  two  contract- 
ing parties  agree,  that  after  the 
expiration  of  two  months,  from  the 
declaration  of  war,  their  refpe&ive 
fubje&s,  from  what  part  of  the 
world  foever  they  ihall  come,  ihall 
not  be  permitted  to  plead  ignorance 
of  the  queflion  in  this  article. 

Art.  XV.  And  in  order  the  more 
effectually  to  fecure  the  fubjects  of 
the  two  contracting  parties  from 
receiving  any  prejudice  from  the 
fhips  of  war  or  privateers  of  either 
party,  orders  ihall  be  given  to  all 
captains  of  fhips  of  his  moil  Chrif- 
tian  Majefty  and  the  faid  United 
States,  and  to  all  their  fubje&s,  to 
avoid  offering  infult  or  doing  da- 
mage to  the  fhips  of  either  party; 
and  whoever  fhall  act  contrary  to 
thefe  orders,  ihall  be  puni fried  for 
it,  and  ihall  be  bound  and  obliged 
per fon ally,  in  their  own  effects, 
to  repair  all  fuch  damages  and 
loiTes. 

Art.  XVI.  All  ihips  and  mer- 
chandizes of  what  nature  foever*. 


which  ihall  be  taken  out  of  t&£ 
hands  of  pirates  on  the  high  few, 
fhall  be  conducted  into  fome  port 
of  the  two  States,  and  ihall  bo 
committed  to  the  care  of  the  offi-  x 
cers  of  the  faid  pott,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  entirely  reftored  to 
the  right  owner,  as  foon  as  fuch 
property  ihall  be  fully  and  clearly 
proved.  » 

Art.  XVII.  The  ihips  of  war  of 
his  moil  Chriftian  Majefty,  an£ 
thofe  of  the  United  States,  as  welt 
as  privateers  fitted  out  by  theW 
fubjeds,  ihall  be  at  foil  liberty  til 
conduct  where  they  pleafe  fuck 
prizes  as  they  ihall  take  from  thi 
enemy,  without  being  amenable  to 
the  jurifdiction  of  their  admirals  at 
admiralty,  or  any  other  powers; 
and  the  faid  vefTels,  or  prizes,  en- 
tering into  the  harbours  or  ports  of 
his  moil  Chriftian  Majefty,  or  thotir 
of  the  faid  United  States,  ihall  be 
neither  flopped  nor.  feized,  no* 
ihall  the  officers  of  fuch  placet 
enquire  into  the  validity  of  the  . 
faid  prizes,  but  ihall  be  permitted 
to  xkpart  freely  and  at  full  liberty, 
to  fuch  places  as  directed  in  the 
com  millions,  which  the  captains 
of  the  faid  ihips  ihall  be  obliged 
to  produce.  And,  on  the  contra- 
ry, they  ihall,  neither  give  fecu- 
rity  nor  retreat,  in  their  ports  or 
harbours,  to  any  prizes  made  on 
the  fubjects  of  his  Majefty,  or  the 
faid  United  States ;  and,  if  fuch 
ihall  be  found  to  enter  their  ports, 
through  ftorms  or  dangers  of  the 
fea,  they  ihall  be  obliged  to  de- 
part as  toon  as  poffible. 

Art.  XVIII.  Should  a  fhip,  be- 
longing to  either  of  the  two  States, 
or  their  fubjects,  run  aground,  be 
wrecked,  or  fuller  other  damages, 
upon  the  coafts  belonging  to  one 
of  the  two  parties,  they  ihall  give 
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all  friendly  aid  and  afiiftance  to  Art.  XXI.  No  fubjecl  of  the* 
filch  as  are  in  danger,  and  take  moft  Chriftian  King  fhall  take  a 
every  method  to  fecure  their  fafe  commiflion,  or  letters  of  marque, 
pafTage,  and  return  to  their  own  to  arm  any  (hip  or  veflel,  to  act  as 
country.  a  privateer  againit  the  faid  United 
Art.  XIX.  When  the  fubjects  States,  or  any  one  of  them,  or 
and  inhabitants  of  one  of  the  two  again  ft  their  fubjects,  people  or  in- 
parties  with  their  fhips,  whether  habitants,  or  again  ft  their  proper- 
men  of  war,  privateers,  or  mer-  ty,  or  that  of  the  inhabitants  of 
chantmen,  fhall  be  forced  by  foul  any  of  them,  from  any  Prince 
weather,  by  the  purfuits  of  pirates  whatever,  with  whom  the  faid 
Or  enemies,  or  by  any  other  urgent  United  States  fhall  be  at  war.  In 
neceflity,  to  feek  fhelter  and  re-  like  manner,  no  citizen,  fubject, 
fuge,  to  run  into  and  enter  fome  or  inhabitant  of  the  faid  United 
river,  bay,  road,  or  port,  belong-  States,  or  any  of  them,  fhall  de- 
ing  to  one  of  the  two  parties,  they  mand  or  accept  any  commiflion, 
ftiall  be  received  and  treated  with  or  letters  of  marque,  to  arm  any 
humanity  and  kindnefs,  and  fhall  fhips  or  vefTels,  to  aft  againfl  the 
enjoy  all  the  friendfhip,  protec-  fubjects  of  his  moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
tion,  and  affiftaace,  and  fhall  be  jefty,  or  any  of  them,  or  their  pro- 
permitted  to  procure  refrefhments,  perty,  from  any  Prince  or  State 
provifions,  and  every  thing  necef-  whatever,  with  whom  his  faid 
fary  for  their  fubfiftence,  for  the  Majefty  may  be  at  war ;  and  if 
repairing  of  their  fhips,  and  to  any  of  the  two  nations  fhall  take 
enable  them  to  purfue  their  voyage,  fuch  com  millions,  or  letters  of 
paying  a  reafonable  price  for  every  marque,  they  fhall  be  punifhed  aa 
thing ;  and  they  fhall  not  be  de-  pirates. 

tained  in  any  manner,  nor  pre-  Art,  XXII.  No  foreign  priva- 
vented  quitting  the  faid  ports  or  teer,  not  belonging  to  fome  fubject 
roads,  but  fhall  be  permitted  to  de-  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  or 
part  at  pleafure,  without  any  ob-  to  a  citizen  of  the  faid  United 
ftacle  or  impediment.  States,- which  fhall  have  a  corn- 
Art.  XX.  In  order  the  better  to  miffion  from  any  Prince  or  power 
promote  the  commerce  of  the  two  at  war  with  one  of  the  two  nations, 
parties,  it  is  agreed,  that  in  cafe  fhall  be  permitted  to  arm  their 
a  war  fhould  commence  between  fhips  in  the  ports  of  one  of  the  two 
the  two  faid  nations,  fix  months  parties,  nor  to  fell  their  prizes, 
fhall  be  allowed,  after  the  declara-  nor  to  clear  their  fhips,  in  any 
tion  of  war,  to  the  merchants  liv-  manner  whatever,  of  their  mer- 
ing  in  their  towns  and  cities,  to  chandizes,  or  any  part  of  their 
colled  and  tranfport  their  mer-  cargo ;  they  fhall  not  even  be  per- 
chandize;  and,  if  any  part  of  them  mitted  to  purchafe  any  other  pro- 
fhall  be  ftolen  or  damaged*  during  vifions,  than  fuch  at  are  necefiary 
the  time  above  prefcribed,  by  ei-  to  carry  them  to  the  neareft  port  of 
ther  of  the  two  parties,  their  people  the  Prince  or  State,  of  whom  they 
or  fubjects  fhall  be  obliged  to  make  hold  their  commiflion. 
full  and  perfect  fatisfactioa  for  the  Art.  XXIII.  All  and  each  of  the 
feme.  '  fttbjc^U  of  the  moft  Chriitian  King, 
<  as 


STATE    PAPERS. 


as  well  as  the  citizens,  people,  and 
inhabitants,  of  the  fa  id  United 
States,  (hall  be  permitted  to  work 
their  veflels,  in  full  liberty  and  fe- 
curity,  without  any  exception  be- 
ing made  thereto,  on  account  of 
the  proprietors  of  merchandizes  on 
board  the  faid  veflels,  coming  from 
any  port  whatever,  and  deftined 
for  fome  place  belonging  to  a  power 
actually  an  enemy,  or  which 
may  become  fuch,  of  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majefty  or* the  United 
States.  It  (hall  be  equally  permit- 
ted to  the  fubje&s  and  inhabitants 
above-mentioned,  to  navigate  their 
(hips  and  merchandizes,  and  to 
frequent,  with  the  fame  liberty 
and  fecurity,  the  places,  ports,  and 
havens,  of  the  powers,  enemies  to 
the  two  c cm  trading  parties,  or  one 
of  them,  without  opposition  or 
moleftation,  and  to  trade  with 
them,  not  only  dire&ly  from  ports 
of  the  enemy  to  any  neutral  port, 
but  alfo  from  one  port  of  the  ene- 
my to  another  of  the  fame,  whe- 
ther under  the  jurifdi&ion  of  one 
or  more;  and  it  is  ftipulated  by 
the  prefent  treaty,  that  all  free 
veflels  (hall  equally  enjoy  the  li- 
berty of  trade,  and  that  every 
thing  (hall  be  judged  free  which  is 
found  on  board  the  (hips  belong- 
ing to  the  fubje&s  of  one  of  the 
cor/tra&ing  parties,  even  though 
the  cargo,  or  part  of  it,  fhould 
belong  to  the  enemies  of  one  of 
them  ;  excepting  alway,  however, 
all  contraband  goods.  It  is  equally 
agreed,  that  the  fame  liberty  mail 
extend  to  perfons  on  board  fuch 
free  (hips,  even  though  the*y  fhall 
be  enemies  to  one  of  the  two  con- 
trading  parties,  and  (hall  not  be 
taken  from  the  faid  (hips,  unlefs 
in  arms,  and  actually  in  the  ene- 
my's fervice. 


to* 


'  Art.  XXIV.  This  fret  cavita- 
tion and  commerce  is  extended  *} 
all  forts  of  merchandizes,  except^ 
ing  only  fuch  as  fhall  be  deemed 
contraband  or  prohibited,  and  uim 
der  fuch  denomination  are  coat-' 
prehended  arms,  cannons,  bombs, 
with  their  fufees  and  other  apuW 
tenances,  bullets,  powder,  matches; 
piques,  (words,  lances,  darts,  kali 
herds,  mortars,  petards,  grenade*^ 
faltpetre,  funis,  balk,  buckletvj  ' 
cafqtres,  cuirafles,  coats  of  mait^ 
and  other  arms  of  that  kind,  prbi  / 
per  for  the  defence  of  foldierf  j  • 
gun-locks,  fhoulder-belts,  horfei 
and  their  trappings,  and  all  other 
inftruments  of  war  whatever,  TKd 
following  merchandizes  are  not  to 
be  considered  as  contraband1  #r  - 
prohibited,  viz,  all  forts  of  cloths^ 
and  other  woollen  fluffs,  lineup 
filk,  cotton,  or  other  fuch  matters^ 
all  forts  of  clothes,  with  the  mm* 
terials  of  which  they  are  ufuatlf 
made;  g61d  and  filver  either  is 
fpecie  or  otherwife,  pewter,  iron, 
latten,  copper,  brafs,  coals,  and 
even  wheat  and  barley,  and  all 
other  forts  of  grain  and  roots ; 
tobacco  and  all  fort?  of  fpicet, 
falted  and  dried  provisions,  dried 
iifh,  cheefe  and  butter,  beer,  oif* 
wine,  fugar,_  and  all  kinds  offalt,: 
and,  in  general,  all  kinds  of  pro- 
vifion  neceflaiy  for  the  nouriibv 
ment  of  man,  arid  for  the  fupporf 
of  life ;  alfo  all  forts  of  cotton, 
hemp,  lirien,  pitch,  tar,  cords,  ca- 
bles, fails,  canvas  for  fails,,  anchors; 
parts  of  anchors,  mails,  planks, 
timber  and  wood  of  all  kinds,  and 
all  other  things  proper  for  the 
building  and  repairing  of  mips, 
and  other  matters  whatsoever, 
which'  are  not  in  the  form  of  war- 
like -  inftruments  for  fea  or  land, 
fhall  n*t  be1  reputed  contraband, 

much 
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much  Icfs  fuch  as  are  already  pre- 
pared for  other  ufes.  All  the  ar- 
ticles above-mentioned  are  to  be 
comprifed  among  the  free  articles 
of  merchandize,  as  well  as  all  the 
other  merchandizes  and  effects, 
which  are  not  comprifed  and  par- 
ticularly named  in  the  lift  of  con- 
traband merchandizes  ;  fo  -<hat 
they  may  be  tranfported  and  con- 
ducted, in  the  freed  manner,  by 
the  fubjects  of  the  two  contracting 
parties,  into  any  of  the  enemy's 
ports  ;  excepting,  however,  that 
fach  places  are  not  actually  befieg- 
cd,  blocked  up  or  inverted. 

Art.  XXV.  In  order  to  remove 
tod  prevent  d indentions  and  quar- 
rels on  either  fide,  it  is  2greed, 
rhaf  in  cafe  one  of  the  two  parties 
fhall  find  themfelves  engaged  in  a 
war,  the  (hips  and  ve/Tels  belong- 
ing to  the  fubjects  or  people  of 
the  other  ally,  (hall  be  provided 
with  marine  paffports,  which  fhall 
cxprefs  the  name,  property,  and 
burden  of  the  fhip,  as  well  as  the 
name  and  place  of  abode  of  the 
mailer  and  commander  of  the  faid 
fhip,  in  order  that  it  may  from 
thence  appear  that  the  fame  fhip 
really  and  trully  belongs  to  the 
fubjects  of  one  of  the  two  contract- 
ing parties,  Thefe  paffports  are 
to  be  annually  renewed,  in  cafe 
the  (hip  returns  home  in  the  fpace 
of  one  year.  It  is  alfo  agreed,  that 
the  above-mentioned  (hips,  in  cafe 
they  fhall  be  laden,  are  to  be  pro- 
vided not  only  with  paffports,  but 
alfo  with  certificates,  containing 
the  particulars  of  the  cargo,  the 
place  from  whence  the  fhip  came, 
and  a  declaration  of  what  contra- 
band goods  are  on  board  ;  which 
certificate  is  to  be  made  in  the  ac- 
cuftomed  form,  by  the  officers  of 
the  place  from  whence  Iks  (hip 


failed  ;  and  if  it  be  judged  necef* 
fary  or  prudent,  to  ex^refs  in  the 
faid  paffports  the  per  Tons  to  whom 
the  merchandize  belongs,  it  mult 
be  freely  complied  with. 

Art.  XXVI.  In  cafe  any  {hips  of 
the  fubjects  and  inhabitants  of  one 
of  the  two  contracting  parties 
fhould  approach  the  coaft  of  the 
other,  without  any  intention  to 
enter  the  port,  or,  after  having 
entered  it,  without  any  intention 
to  unload  their  cargo,  or  break 
bulk,  they  fhall  conduct  themfelves, 
in  that  refpect,  according  to  the 
general  rules  prefcribed,  or  to  be 
prefcribed,  relative  to  that  matter. 

Art.  XXVU.  When  any  vefTel, 
belonging  to  the  faid  fubjtcts, 
people,  and  inhabitants,  of  one 
of  the  two  parties,  fhall  meet,  . 
while  failing  along  the  coaft  or  on 
the  open  fea,  a  fhip  of  war  or  pri- 
vateer, belonging  to  the  other,  the 
faid  fhip  of  war  or  privateer,  in 
order  to  avoid  diforder,  fhall  bring 
fuch  vefTel  too,  and  fend  her  boat 
with  two  or  three  on  board  her,  to 
whom  the  m after  or  commander  of 
the  merchantman  fhall  produce  his 
pafTport,  and  prove  the  property 
of  the  vefTel ;  and  as  foon  as  fuch 
pafTport  fhall  be  produced, .  the 
m after  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  purfue 
his  voyage,  without  being  moleft- 
ed,  or  in  any  other  manner  driven 
or  forced  to  alter  his  intended 
courfe. 

Art.  XXVIII.  It  is  agreed,  that 
when  the  merchandizes  fhall  be  put 
on  board  fhips  or  veffcls  of  one  of 
the  two  contracting  parties,  they 
fhall  not  be  fubject  to  be  examined 
again,  all  fuch  examination  and 
fearch  being  to  be  made  before 
loading,  and  the  prohibited  goods 
being  to  be  flopped  and  feized  on 
fhore,    before  they  could  be  em- 

bai  Iced, 
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barked,  unlefs  there  are  flrong  fuf- 
picions  or  proofs  of  fraudulent 
practices.  So  that  no  fubjecl  of 
his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  or  of 
the  United  States,  can  be  flopped 
or  molefted  for  that  caafe  by  any 
kind  of  embargo ;  but  fuch  fubje&s 
of  the  State,  who  (hall  prefume  Co 
vend  or  fell  fuch  merchandizes  as 
are  prohibited,  fhall  be  duly  pu- 
nifhed  for  fuch  infraction  of  the 
treaty. 

Art.  XXIX.  The  two  contract- 
ing parties  mutually  grant  each 
other  the  right  of  maintaining,  in 
their  refpe&ive  ports,  Confuls, 
Vice-Confuls,  Agents,  and  Com- 
mifTaries,  whofe  bufinefs  fhall  be 
regulated  by  a  particular  conven- 
tion. 

Art.  XXX.  In  order  further  to 
forward  and  facilitate  the  com- 
merce between  the  fubje&s  of  the 
United  States  and  France,  the 
Moft  Chriftian  King  will  allow 
them  in  Europe  one  or  more  free 
ports,  to  which  they  may  bring 
and  fell  all  the  commodities*  and 
merchandizes  of  the  Thirteen 
United  States.  His  Majefty  will 
alfo  grant  to  the  fubjecls  of  the 
faid  States,  the  free  port?,  which 
have  been,  and  are  open,  in  |he 
French  Iflands  of  America  ;  all 
which  free  ports  the  faid  fubjects 
of  the  United  States  fhall  enjoy, 
conformably  to  the  regulations 
which  derermine  that  matter. 

Art.  XXXI.  The  prefent  treaty 
fli .ill  be  ratified  by  both  parties, 
and  the  ratifications  exchanged, 
within  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  or 
fooner  if  may  be.  In  witnefs  of 
which,  the  refpective  Plenipoten- 
tiaries have  finned  the  above  ar- 
ticles, both  in  the  French  and 
EnMtfii  lriiiQMiapc,  neverthelefs  de- 
daring,  tha  the  prefent  treaty  vvai 
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originally  digeftrd'  and  fettled  ift 
the  French  language,  to  which 
they  have  affixed  their  hands  and 
feals. 

Given  at  Paris  the  fixth  day  of 
the  month  of  February,  one  thoe* 
fand  feven  hundred  and  feventy*' 

G.  A.  Gerard*  ' 
B.  Franklin.'  v 
Silas  Deane. 
A*thv*  Leb.    ' 


eight. 


By  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  Statu 
r/ America. 

MANIFESTO.      V 

THESE  United  States  having 
been  driven  to  hoftilities  4ky  ' 
the  oppreflive  and^tvrannoat  mea- 
fures,  of  Great  Brit  tain ;  having 
been  compelled  to  commit  the  e£ 
fential  rights  of  man  to  the  deci- 
sion of  arms ;  and  having  been  at» 
length  forced  to  (hake  off  a  yoke 
which  had  grown  too  burthenibme 
to  bear,  they  declared  themfelves 
'  free  and  independent. 

Confiding  in  the  juftice  of  their 
caufe,  confiding  in  Him  who  dif-  • 
pofes  of  human  events,  although 
weak  and  unprovided,  they  fet  the 
power  of  their  enemies  at  defiance. 

In  this  confidence  they  have  con* 
tinued,  through  the  various  fortune 
of  three  bloody  campaigns,  unaw. 
ed  by  the  powers,  unfubdued  by  .. 
the  barbarity  of  their  foes.  Their 
virtuous  citizens  have  borne,,  with*  < 
out  repining,  the  lofs  of  many 
things  which  made  life  defirable. 
Their  brave  troops  have  patiently 
endured  the  hard  (hips  and  dangers 
of  actuation,  fruitful  in  both  be- 
yond example. 

'     '  Tbt 
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The  Coftgrefs  confidering  them- 
felves  bound  to  love  their  enemies, 
as  children  of  that  Being  who  is 
equally  the  Father  of  all,  and  defi- 
rous,  fince  they  could  not  prevent, 
at  lead  to  alleviate  the  calamities 
of  war,  have  ftudied  to  fpare  thofe 
who  were  in  arms  again  ft  them, 
and  to  lighten  the  chains  of  capti- 
vity. 

The  conduct  of  thofe  ferving 
under  the  King  if  Great  Britain 
hath,  with  fome  few  exceptions, 
"been  diametrically  oppofi'e.  They 
have  laid  wafte  the  open  country, 
burned  the  defencelefs  villages, 
and  butchered  the  citizens  of  Ame- 
rica. Their  prifons  have  been  the 
flaughter-houfes  of  her  foldiers, 
•their  fhips  of  her  feamen,  and  the 
ieverefl  injuries  have  been  aggra- 
vated by  the  grofleft  infuljs. 

Foiled  in  their  vain  atempt  to 
iiibjugate  the  unconquerable  Cpirit 
of  freedom,  they  have  meanly  af- 
failed  the  Representatives  of  Ame- 
rica with  bribes,  with  deceit,  and 
the  fervility  of  adulation.  They 
have  made  a  mock  of  humanity,  by 
the  wanton  deftru&ion  of  men  : 
they  have  made  a  mock  of  reli- 
•  gion,  by  impious  appeals  to  God, 
whilft  in  the  violation  of  his  facred 
commands  :  they  have  made  a 
mock  even  of  reafon  itfelf,  by  en- 
deavouring to  prove,  that  the  li- 
berty and  happinefs  of  America 
could  fafely  be  entrufted  to  thofe 
who  have  fold  their  own,  unawed 
by  the  fenfe  of  virtue,  or  of  ihame. 

Treated  with  the  contempt 
which  fuch  conduct  deferved,  they 
have  applied  to  individuals ;  they 
have  folicited  them  to  break  the 
bonds  of  allegiance,  and  imbrue 
their  fouls  with    the  blacked  of 
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crimes :  but  fearing  that  none 
could  be  found  through  thefe  Unit- 
ed States,  equal  to  the-  wickednefs 
of  their  purpofe,  to  influence  weak 
minds,  they  have  threatened  more 
wide  devaluation. 

While  the  (hadow  of  hope  re- 
mained, that  our  enemies  could  be 
taught  by  our  example  to  lefpeQt 
thofe  laws  which  are  held  facred 
among  civilized  nations,  and  to 
comply  with  the  dictates  of  a  reli- 
gion which  they  pretend  in  com- 
mon with  ua  to  believe  and  revere, 
they  have  been  left  to  the  influence 
of  that  religion,  and  that  example* 
But  fince  their  incorrigible  difpo- 
fitions  cannot  be  touched  by  kind- 
nefs  and  companion,  it  becomes 
our  duty  by  other  means  to  vindi- 
cate the  rights  of  humanity. 

We,  therefore,  the  Congrefs  ef 
the  United  States  of  America,   do 

SOLEMNLY  DECLARE  AND  PRO- 
CLAIM, That  if  our  enemies,  pre- 
fume  to  execute  their  threats,  or 
perfift  in  their  prefent  career  of 
barbarity,  we  will  take  fuch  ex- 
emplary vengeance  as  fhall  deter 
others  from  a  like  conduct.  We 
appeal  to  that  God  who  fearcheth 
the  hearts  of  men,  for  the  rectitude 
of  our  intentions.  And  in  his  holy 
pre  fence  we  declare,  That  as  we 
are  not  moved  by  any  light  and 
hafty  fuggeftions  of  anger  or  re- 
venge, fo  through  every  poflible 
change  of  fortune  we  will  adhere 
to  this  our  determination. 

Done  in  Qongrefs*,  by  unani- 
mous confent,  the  thirtieth 
day  of  October,  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred,  and 
feventy-eight. 
A<teft, 

Charles  Thomson,  Sec, 
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Account  $f  Michel  Schuppach,  tht  tremely  corpulent;  he  has  a  pe- 

MountBix  Doftor.      From  Caxc's  netrating  eye ;    and  one   of   the 

Sietcbti  i,f  i  be  Natural,  Civil  and  bed- humoured  countenances  lever 

Political  Urate  of  SwifTerland.  faw.     He  fets  himfelf  oppofite  to 

the  perfon  who  confuits  him,  one 

Langeiiau,  Sept.  iS,  (776.  moment  examining  ihe  water,  and 

YOU  have  heard,  perhaps,  of  the  next  the  patient:;  and  con- 
Mkhel  Schuppach,  the  fa-  tinues  regarding  alternately  the 
inous  Swifs  doftor  ;  of  whofe  in-  one  and  the  other  for  fame  time; 
tuitive  fagaciiy  in  difcovering  the  always  whittling  during  the  inter- 
feat  of  diforders,  and  applying  vals.  He  then  opens  the  ftate  of 
fuiiable  remedies  to  them,  many  the  cafe,  acquaints  the  confultant 
wonderful  ftories  are  recounted  by  with  the  nature  of  his  complaints, 
travellers  and  which  generally,  I  and  has  often  the  good  fortune  to 
fiippofe,  have  encreafed  in  the  hit  upon  the  true  caufe.  In  a 
marvellous,  like  Virgil's  Piogrefs  word,  his  knack  of  difcovering 
of  Fame,  in  proportion  as  they  diforders  by  urine,  has  gained 
receded  from  the  fcene  of  action,  fuch  implicit  faith  in  his  (till, 
I  am  now  lodged  in  the  houfe  of  that  one  might  as  well  doubt  of 
this  celebrated  .^Elculapius  :  it  is  the  Pope's  infallibility  before  a 
fituated  above  the  village  of  Lan-  iealous  catholic,  as  of  the  doc- 
genau,  on  the  fide  of  a  Iteep  tor's  in  the  prefeoee  of  his  pa- 
mountain  i  and  from  that  circum-  tients.  He  has  certainly  per- 
ftance  he  is  generally  known  by  formed  feveral  great  cures;  and 
the  appelfa:icn  of  the  pbyjldan  cf  the  rumour  of  them  hath  brought 
patients    from    all    quarters 


Upon    our     arrival     here     we 

of  Europe.      There    are   at    this 

found  the  doflar  in  his  apartment, 

time    in   his   houfe,  and    in   the 

furroundeJ   by   a  number  of  pea- 

villige,  feveral  Englifliand  French. 

fants,    who   were  consulting  him 

people,   together  with  many  Swifs* 

upon  their  refpective  complaints; 

who  are  come  hither  for  his  ad- 

-each having  brought  with  him  a 

vice. 

fmall  bottle,  containing  fome  of 

The    doilor    was   formerly,    it 

his  water:   for,   it  is  by  infpecling 

feems,    a  village  furgeon,  hai   a 

the  urine  that  this   medical   fage 

flight  tincture  of  anatomy,  and  is 

pretends    to  judge   of  the  ftate  of    elkemed    a    proficient    in     botany 
the    patient.      His  figure  is   ex-     and   chemiftry  ;    but  his   reputa- 

Vol.  xxn.  fl  na 
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tion  as  a  phyfician  has  now  been 
eftablifhed  fome  years.  He  is  fa  id 
to  have  but  little  acquaintance 
with  the  theory  of  phyfic ;  the 
greateft  part  of  his  knowledge  be- 
ing derived  from  his  ex  ten  five 
practice,  notwithftanding  he  ne- 
ver ftirs  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
Ins  own  houfe  ;  for  he  would  not 
take  the  trouble  of  going  to  Berne, 
even  to  attend  the  King  of 
France. 

It  is  more  than  probable,  that 
much, of  this  extraordinary  man's 
fnccefs  in  his  practice,  is  owing  to 
the  great  faith  of  his  patients,  to  the 
benefit  they  receive  from  change 
of.  climate,  to  the  falubrious  air 
of  this  mountain,  and  to  the 
amufement  arifing  from  that  ccn- 
Jlant  fucceifion  of  different  com- 
pany which  afTemble  in  this  place, 
in  order  to  apply  to  him  for 
afli  fiance.  But  whatever  may 
have  been  the  caufes  of  his  cele- 
brity, it  has  come  to  him,  as  all 
accounts  agree,  unfought  for  by 
himfelf.  He  has  certainly  many 
excellent  qualities :  humane  and 
charitable  to  the  high  eft  degree  ; 
he  not  only  furnifhes  the  indigent 
peafants  who  confult  him,  with 
medicines  gratis,  but  generally 
makes  them  a  prefent  in  money 
befides  ;  and  he  always  appro- 
priates a  certain  portion  of  his 
gains  to  the  poor  of  his  parifh. 
His  wife,  as  alfo  his  grand-daugh- 
ters who  live  with  him,  are  dreffed 
like  the  peafant  women  of  the 
country;  and  he  has  (hewn  his 
good  fenfe  in  giving  the  latter  no 
better  than  a  plain  education  :  the 
eldefl  he  beftowed  in  marriage, 
when  fhe  was  but  fifteen,  upon 
one  cf  his  afliftanrs,  and  gave  with 
her  13001.  no  incor.fiderable  por- 
tioa  for  this  country.      He  pro- 
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cured  a  match  for  her  fo  early,  he 
faid,  to  prevent  her  being  fpoiled 
by  the  young  gentlemen  telling 
her  fhe  was  pretty,  and  iufpiring 
her  with  the  ambition 'of  marrying 
-above  her  rank. 

If  domeftic  harmony,  and  the 
moft  perfect  fimplicity  of  manners, 
have  any  pretentions  to  pleafe, 
you  would  be  highly  delighted 
with  this  rural  family.  The  wife 
is  a  notable,  active  woman,  and 
not  only  fu  peri  n  tends  all  the 
houfhold  affairs  with  remarkable 
clevernefs,  but  even  performs  great 
part  of  the  b u fine fs  with  her  own 
hands :  fhe  affilts  her  hufband  like* 
wife  in  making  up  his  medicines  ; 
and  as  he  talks  no  other  language 
than  the  Swifs-German,  fheferves 
occalionally  ashis  interpreter.  And, 
as  a  proof  of  his  confidence  in  her 
adminiflration  of  his  affairs,  fhe 
acts  alfo  as  his  treafurer,  and  re- 
ceives all  his  fees ;  which,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  year,  amount  to  a  con- 
fiderable  Aim :  for,  although  he 
never  demands  more  than  the 
price  of  his  medicines,  yet  no 
gentleman  con  fu  Its  him  without 
giving  him  an  additional  gratuity. 
Many  prefents  have  likewife  been 
made  to  herfclf,  from  perfons  who 
have  reaped  benefit  by  her  huf- 
band 's  prefcriptions  :  feveral  of 
thefe  con  fill  of  valuable  trinkets, 
with  which  on  days  of  ceremony 
fhe  decks  herfelf  forth  to  the  beft 
advantage,  in  the  fimple  drefs  of 
the  country. 

The  family  fit  down  to  table 
regularly  at  twelve  o'clock ;  there 
are  always  fouiQ  flrangers  of  the 
party,  confiding  not  only  of  a 
certain  number  of  perfons  who  are 
under  the  doctor's  care,  but  of  tra- 
vellers like  ourfelves,  who  are  led 
hither  by  motives  of  mere  curio- 

iity. 
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Aty.  When  the  weather  is  fine, 
and  their  guefts  more  numerous 
than  ufual,  dinner  is  ferved  Dut  of 
doors  in  an  open  (hcd,  that  looks 
upon  one  (it  of  the  mountain 
and  the  adjacent  country,  with  a 
diitant  view  of  the  glaciers  be- 
yond the  lake  of  Thun.  Yeftcr- 
day  Tome  pea  "  whom  the  doc- 

tor had  invited,  formed  part  of 
our  company  t  afterdinner,  he  gave 
fome  money  to  thofe  that  fat  near 
him,  and  ordered  one  of  his  grand- 
daughters to  diftribiuc  his  bounty 
to  the  others.  The  benevolence  of 
the  old  man,  his  gaiety  and  good- 
humour,  the  chearfulnefs  of  his 
family,  the  gratitude  of  the  poor 
peafants,  the  beauty  of  the  prof- 
peel,  and  the  iinenefs  of  the  wea- 
ther, formed  all  together  the  moft 
agreeable  and  delightful  fecnes  I 
ever  beheld  ;  and  I  do  not  remem- 
le  life  b 

jenfible    and    heart-felt    fadsfac- 

This  lingular  man  is  very  often 
employed  in  giving  his  advice  from 
eight  in  the  morning  till  fix  in  the 
evening,  with  no  other  intermif- 
£on  than  during  the  time  he  is  at 
table.  His  drugs  are  of  the  beft 
kind;  for  he  collects  the  fimples, 
as  well  as  dilHlls  them,  himfelf. 
His  houfe,  like  thofe  of  the  pea- 
fants, is  conftrufled  of  wood  ;  and, 
though  alwavs  full  of  people,  is 
remarkably  neat  and  clean.  In 
ihort,  every  thing  about  him  has 
the  appearance  of  the  pleafing  Sim- 
plicity of  former  ages. 

I  had  almoft  forgotten  to  tell 
you,  that  I  confuted  him  this 
morning  myfelf;  and  affuredly  I 
have  reafon  to  be  highly  fatisfiei 
with  his  prefcripUon :  for,  he  told 


c  T  e  r  s. 

me  I  was  in  fuch  good  health,  that 
the  only  advice  ho  had  to  give  me, 
was,  "  to  eat  and  drink  well,  to 
dance,  be  merry,  and  take  mo- 
It  is  at 
the  village  is  crowded  with  the 
neighbouring  peafants.  Great 
numbers  of  the  men  have  long 
beards,  and  many  of  them  cover 
their  heads  with  a  woman's  ftraw 
hat,  extremely  broad,  which  gives 
them  a  very  grotefque  appear- 
ance :  their  drefs  is  chiefly  a  coarfe 
brown  cloth  jacket  without  fleeves; 
with  large  puffed  breeches  of  tick- 
ing. The  women  wear  their  hair 
plaited  behind  in  trelTes,  with  the 
riband  hanging  down  below  the 
waiil  ;  a  flat  plat 
which  is  very  becom 
brown  cloth  jacket  v. 
a  black  or  blue  pmicos 
with  red,  and  fcarcelyfe 
low  the  knees ;  red  (lockings  with 
black  clocks,  and  no  heels  to 
their  ihoes  ;  their  fhifts  faftened 
clofe  round  the  throat  by  a  black 
collar  with  red  ornaments;  the 
better  fott  have  chains  of  filver 
between  the  flioulders,  brought 
round  under  each  arm,  and  fa- 
ftened beneath  thebofom,  the  ends 
hanging  down  with  fome  filver  or- 

I  am  fo  charmed  with  the  fitaa- 
tion  of  this  village,  the  chearful- 
nefs and  Angularity  of  this  ruftic 
and  agreeable  family,  and  the 
uncommon  character  of  the  hu- 
mane doftor,  that  I  could  with. 
pleafure  continue  here  fome  davs 
more  :  but  I  am  prefled  for  time, 
and  have   a  long  journey   before 


ftraw    hat, 
ig  ;  a  red  or 

vithout  fleeves; 
t  bordered 
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Account  cf  the  Cfinfiitutiin  and  Go- 
vernment of  Geneva.  Frcm  tie 
fame. 

THE  town  ef  Geneva  lies 
upon  the  narrower!  part  of 
the  extremity  of  the  lake,  where 
the  Rhone  ifl*ues  out  in  two  large 
and  rapid  ilreami,  which  foon 
afterwards  unite.  That  river  di- 
vides the  town  into  two  unequal 
pares;  receives  the  muddy  Arve 
in  its  cou rfe  ;  and  flows  through 
part  of  France  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean. Here  its  waters  are  of  a 
meft  beautiful  tranfparent  green, 
like  thofe  of  the  Rhine  when  it 
flows  from  the  lake  of  Conftance. 
The  adjacent  country  is  uncom- 
monly picturefque  ;  and  I  could  not 
Sufficiently  admire  the  magnificent 
views  it  exhibits :  the  feveral  ob- 
jects which  compofed  this  enchant- 
ing pro/peel,  were,  the  town  ; 
the  lake;  the  numerous  hills  and 
mountains,  particularly  the  Saleve 
and  the  Mole,  rifing  fuddenly 
from  the  plain  in  a  wonderful 
variety  of  fantaltic  forms,  backed 
by  the  glaciers  of  Savoy,  with 
their  frozen  tops  gHilening  in  the 
fun  ;  and  ihe  majettic  Mont  Blanc 
lifting  up  its  head  far  above  the 
reft. 

The  town,  which  lies  partly  in 
the  plain  upon  the  borders  of  the 
lake,  and  partly  upon  a  gentle 
afcent,  is  irregularly  built ;  the 
houfts  are  high,  and  moll  of  thofe 
which  Hand  in  the  trading  part  of 
the  city,  have  arcades  of  wood, 
which  are  carried  up  to  their  tops. 
Thefc  arcades,  which  are  fup- 
ported  by  pillars,  obftrucl  the 
ltreets,  and  give  rhem  a  gloomy 
appearance  ;  but  they  are  uieful  to 
the  inhabitants  in  protecting  them 
from  the  fun  and  the  rain.  Ge- 
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neva  is  by  far  the  moll  populous 
town  in  SwiiTerland;  for,  Zuric, 
which  comes  next  to  it  in  refpe& 
of  population,  contains  fcarcely 
thirteen  thoufand  foals ;  whereas 
the  inhabitants  of  this  place 
amount  to  twenty- four  thoufand. 
This  fuperiority  is  undoubtedly 
owing  to  the  greater  indufby  and 
activity  of  the  inhabitants ;  to  its 
more  extenfive  commerce ;  to  the 
facility  of  purchafing  the  burgher- 
fhip,  and  to  the  privileges  which 
government  allows  to  all  foreign- 
ers who  fettle  here.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  city  are  diilinguifhed 
into  citizens  and  burghefles,  inha- 
bitants and  natives.  The  citizens 
and  burgbe/Tes  are  alone  admitted 
to  a  (hare  in  the  government : 
the  inhabitants  are  (Irangers  who 
are  allowed  to  fettle  in  the  town, 
with  certain  privileges ;  and  the 
natives  are  the  fons  of  thofe  inha- 
bitants, who  pofiefs  certain  addi- 
tional advantages.  The  two  laft 
claffes  form  a  large  majority  of 
the  people. 

The  liberal  policy  of  this  go- 
vernment, in  receiving  ftrangers 
and  conferring  the  burgherfhip,  is 
the  more  remarkable,  as  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  fpirit  of  moft  of  the 
other  Gates  of  SwiiTerland.  It  is 
here,  indeed,  more  neceffary ;  the 
territory  of  this  republic  being  fo 
exceedingly  fmali,  that  its  vtry 
exiilence  depends  upon  the  num- 
ber and  induftry  of  the  people: 
for,  exclufive  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town,  there  are  fcarcely 
fixteen  thoufand  fouls  in  the  whole 
diftrid  of  the  Genevois. 

To  a  man  of  letters,  Geneva  is 
particularly  interefting;  as  every 
branch  of  fcience  is  here  cultivat- 
ed in  the  moft  advantageous  man- 
ner; learning  is  diverted  of  pe- 
dantry, 
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clan  try,  and  philofophy  N  united 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  world. 
The  pleafures  of  fociety  are  here 
mixed  with  the  pursuits  of  litera- 
ture; and  elegance  and  urbanity 
give  a  zeft  to  the  profoundeft  dil- 
quifittons.  Nor  are  letters  con- 
fined in  this  city  merely  to  thofe 
who  engage  in  them  as  a  pro- 
feffion,  or  to  thofe  who(e  fortune 
and  lcifure  enable  them  to  follow 
where  genius  leads,  and  enter 
into  a  ftudious  life  by  voluntary 
choice ;  even  the  lower  ciafs  of 
people  are  exceedingly  well  in- 
formed ;  and  there  is  no  city  in 
Europe  where  learning  is  fo  uni- 
verfally  diffufed  among  the  inha- 
bitants. I  have  had  great  fatis- 
fa6tion  in  converfing  with  feveral 
of  the  fhop- keepers  upon  topics 
both  of  literature  and  politics ; 
and  was  aflonifhed  to  and,  in 
this  clafs  of  men,  fo  uncommon 
a  (hare  of  knowledge.  But  the 
wonder  ceafes,  when  we  are  told, 
that  they  have  all  of  them  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education  at 
the  public  academy,  where  the 
children  of  the  inhabitants  are 
taught,  under  the  infpedlion  of  the 
magiftrates,  and  at  the  expence  of 
government. 

There  is  one  circumftance  in 
this  feminary,  which  particularly 
contributes  to  the  exciting  of  the 
induftry  and  emulation  of  the  ftu- 
dents :  prizes  are  annually  diftri- 
buted  to  thofe,  who  have  diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves  in  each  clafs. 
Thefe  rewards  confift  of  fmall  me- 
dals, and  they  are  conferred  with 
fuch  folemnity  as  cannot ° fail  of 
producing  great  effect.  A  yearly 
meeting  is  held  at  the  cathedral, 
of  all  the  magiftrates,  profeflbrs, 
and  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
town ;  when  die  fir  ft  fyndic  him- 


felf  diftributesvin  the  moft  public 
manner,  the  feveral  honorary  re- 
tributions to  thofe  who  have  de- 
fended them.     I  met  this  morning, 
one  of  the  fcholars,  and,   feeing 
his    medal,1  aflced    him   what  ttj 
meant?    "  Je  la  porte,"  replied 
the  little  man,  fcarce  eight  year^ 
old,  "  parce  quej'ai  fait  mon  de^ 
"  voir."    I  wanted  no  ftrongejr, 
proof, to  convince  me  of  the 'bene-, 
final  influence,  upon  young  minds, 
of  thefe  encouraging   and  judi-3 
cious  diftin&ions,   than  appeared 
from  the  fp rightly  fpecimen  Defore: 
me. 

The  inhabitants  enjoy  the  ad*; 
vantage  alfo  of  having  free  acceft, 
to  the  public  library ;  and  by  tjui , 
privilege,  they  not  only  retain  bqt, 
improve  that  general  lindore  ojF; 
learning  which  they  imbij^e  jin3 
their  early  youth :  when  I  vifitef , 
this  library,  it  happened  to  \m } 
crowded  with  ftudents,  who  were* 
returning  the  books  they  had  bor- , 
rowed,  and  demanding  others.  At  , 
I  pa  fled  only  an  hour  in  this  room,  > 
I  am  ill  quallified  to  give  you  a 
juft  idea  of  its  contents  j  I  re* 
quelled,  however,  the  librarian  to  . 
point  out  to  me  what  was  moft 
worthy  of  particular  notice.  Ac#:i 
cordingly,  among.other  books  an4 ; 
manufenpts,  he  (hewed  me  feveral,. 
folio  volumes  containing  letter! ; 
and  other  writings  of  Calvin, 
which  have  never  tjeen  publlihed. 

Although  Zuingfe,  JEcolarapa- 
dius,    and  Haller,    had  reformed 
the  g  re  ate  ft  part  of  Swiflerlandf 
fome  years    before    Calvin  made 
his  appearance  at  Geneva  5  yet  the  . 
latter,  as  Voltaire  juftly  obferves, 
has  given  his  name  to  the  fe&a-  . 
ries  of  the  reformed  religion,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  new  con- . 
tinent  took   its  appellation   from 

B  3  Amerious 
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Americus  Vefpafius,  although  the 
original  di  fee  very  was  mvie  by 
Columbus.  Neither  was  Calvin, 
indeed,  the  firft  reformer  even  of 
Geneva ;  but,  as  he  gave  addi- 
tional ft-cr.^:h  and  l'o.iJirv  to  the 
new  eflablLhment,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  that  ecclefiaftical 
form  of  government,  which  has 
ever  (ince  been  invariably  obferv- 
ed  ;  he  totally  eclipfod  the  fame  of 
his  friend  William  Farel,  who 
fcattered  the  firfl  feeds  of  reforma- 
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tion,  which   the   other  brought  to 
maturity.     In  truth,  lb  great  was 
the  afcendancy  which  this  extra- 
ordinary man,  although  a  Granger 
in  Geneva,  acquired  over  the  ci- 
tizens,   that   he   poflfefled    no   in- 
cenfiderable  influence  even  in  ci- 
vil matters ;  and  bore  a  large  (hare 
in  fettling  the  political   conditu- 
tion    of    the    republic.      But   his 
care  and  attention  was  not  wholly 
confined  to  ecclefiaftical  and  po- 
litical concerns ;  he  promoted,  to 
the  utmoftof  his  power,  the  culti- 
vation   of    the    liberal    arts    and 
fciences,  and  the  dudy  of  elegant 
literature.     To  this  end,  as  well 
as  for  the  encouraging  of  theolo- 
gical erudition,  he  prevailed  upon 
the  government  of  Geneva  to  efta- 
blifh  a  public  academy.     In   this 
new  feminary,    himfelf,    together 
with  his  colleagues,    eminent  for 
their    fuperior    knowledge,     read 
lectures,  with  fuch  uncommon  re- 
putation   and    fuccefs,    that    the 
youth  from  all  quarters  flocked  to 
receive  the  benefit  of  them  :  and  it 
has  fent   forth,    from    its   bofom, 
men  of  the  greated  diftin&ion  for 
their  learning  and  abilities. 

There  is  fuch  a  driking  fplendor 
in  the  brighter  parts  of  this  difin- 
tereded  and  celebrated  reformer's 
character,  that  renders  one,  at  the 


firfl   glance,    almoft    infenfible  of 
thofe  dark  fpots  in  it,  which  have 
fo  jufcy  fullied   its   glory.      Bat 
when  one   reflects   a  moment   on 
the  afperity,    the   arrogance,    the 
prefumptuous   opiniatrety,   of  his 
temper  and  conduct,    and,  above 
all,  on  his  cruel  per fecu tion  of  his 
former  friend,  the   unhappy   Ser- 
ve tu  5  ;  one  laments,  with  abhor- 
rence, the  mortifying  in  fiance  this 
famous    man  exhibited,    that  the 
noblelt   qualities    fome times    mix 
with  the  bafed,  in  the  com  pod  tion 
of  human  nature.     With  regard, 
however,  to  his  intolerant  princi- 
ples;   it  mud  be   acknowledged, 
that  the  fame  uncharitable  fpirit 
prevailed  alfo  among  fome  others 
of  the  mod  celebrated  reformers  ; 
who  feemed  to  think,  by  a  ftrange 
inconfidency,    and    unaccountable 
blindnefs  not  only  to  the  genius, 
but  to  the  cleared  precepts  of  the 
gofpel,  that  perfecution   for  con- 
fidence fake    was    unchridian    in 
every  ecclefiallical    eftablifhment, 
except   their  own.      This  abfurd 
and  dangerous  opinion,  gave  great 
advantage  to  their  adverfaries  of 
the  papal    hierarchy :    for,    it   is 
obvious  to  the  meaned  underdand- 
ing,  that,  if  perfecution  is  juftifi- 
able  in  any  particular  church,  it 
mud  be  fo  univerfally. 

The  republic  of  Geneva  is,  how* 
ever,  at  prefent,  the  mod  tolerat- 
ing of  all  the  reformed  dates  of 
Swiflerland ;  being  the  only  go- 
vernment in  this  country,  which 
permits  the  Lutheran  religion  to 
be  pubjicly  exercifed.  In  this  re- 
flect the  clergy,  no  lefs  wifely, 
than  fuitably  to  the  fpirit,  as  well 
as  the  letter,  of  the  Chridian  re- 
velation, have  renounced  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  great  patriarch, 
Calvia;    for,   although  they  dill 
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hold  that  able  reformer  in  high 
veneration  ;  yet  they  know  how  to 
dilh'nguilh  his  virtue?  from  his 
defeats,  and  to  admire  the  one 
without  being  blindly  partial  to 
the  other. 

The  town  of  Geneva  and  its 
territory,  were  formerly  united  to 
the  German  empire,  under  the 
fuccelTors  of  Charlemain:  but  as 
the  power  of  the  Emperors,  feeble 
even  in  Germany,  was  dill  weaker 
in  the  frontier  provinces  ;  the 
Bilhops  of  Geneva,  like  feverat 
other  great  vaflats  of  the  empire, 
gradually  acquired  very  confider- 
able  authority  over  the  city  and  its 
domains;  which  the  Emperors  had 
no  other  means  of  counterbalanc- 
ing, than  by  increasing  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people.  During  thefe 
times  of  corifufion,  conflant  dif- 
putes  fubfifted  between  the  Biftiops 
and  the  Counts  of  the  Genevois ; 
for,  the  latter,  although  at  their 
Jirft  iuftitution  merely  officers  of 
the  emperor,  and  confidered  as 
vaflals  of  the  bilhops;  yet  they 
claimed  and  alTerted  a  right  to 
theexclufive  adminiltration  of  juf- 
tice.  The  citizens  took  advantage 
of  thefe  quarrels;  and,  by  fiding 
occafionally  with  e;ich  party,  ob- 
tained an  exteufiun  of  their  privi- 
leges from  both. 

But  the  Houfe  of  Savoy  having 
purchafed  the  county  of  the  Ge- 
nevois, and  fucceeded  to  all  the 
prerogatives  of  the  counts,  with 
additional  power;  the  bilhops  and 
the  people  firmly  united  together, 
in  order  to  oppofe  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  former,  which  were 
HO  lefs  prejudicial  to  the  authority 
of  the  one,  than  to  the  liberties 
of  the  others.  During  this  pe- 
riod, the  reflective  pretentions  of 


and  the 


the   counts,  the   bifliop: 

form  a  government  equally  Angu- 
lar and  complicated.  This  har- 
mony, however,  between  the  bi- 
lhops and  citizens,  was  at  length 
broken  by  the  artful  management 
of  the  Counts  of  Savoy,  who  had 
the  addrefs  to  procure  the  epifenpal 
fee  for  their  brothers,  and  even 
for  their  illegitimate  children.  By 
thefe  methods,  their  power  in  the 
city  became  foenlarged,  that,  to- 
wards the  commencement  of  the 
fixwenth  century,  Charle*  III, 
Duke  of  Savoy,  (althou^  the 
form  of  the  government  was  en- 
tirely republican)  obtained  an  al- 
JDofl  abfolute  authority  over  the 
citizens  :  and  he  exercifed  it  in 
the  moll  unjuft  and  arbitrary  man- 
ner. Hence  arofe  perpetual  ilrug- 
g!es  between  the  duke  and  the  ci- 
tizens ;  the  latter  continually  op- 
pofing.  either  by  open  violence, 
or  fecret  meafures,  his  tyrannical 
ufurpation  :  thus  two  parties  were 
formed;  the  zealots  for  liberty 
were  called  tidgemfli*,  or  confe- 
derates ;  while  the  partifans  of 
the  duke  were  branded  with  the 
appellation  of  mommelacs,  or 
flaves. 

The  treaty  of  alliance  which, 
the  town  entered  into  with  Berne 
nd   Fribourg,  in    i;a6,    may   be 


mfider 


a  of  its  li- 


idependence:  for,  not 
long  after,  the  duke  was  d=fpoiled 
of  his  authority  ;  the  bifhop  dri- 
ven from  the  city  ;  a  republican 
form  of  government  firmly  efla- 
blifhed;  and  the  reformation  in- 
troduced. From  this  time,  Charles 
and  his  fucceflbrs  waged  inceflant 
war  againlt  the  town  :  but  his  ho- 
flilities  were  rendered  ineffectual, 
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by  the  intrepid  bravery  of  the  ci- 
tizens, and  the  affiftance  of  the 
canton  of  Berne. 

In  1584  Geneva  entered  into  a 
treaty  of  perpetual  alliance  with 
Zuric  and  Berne,  (Fribourg  hav- 
ing renounced  their  alliance  when 
the  town  embraced  the  reforma- 
tion) by  which  treaty,  it  is  allied 
with  the  Swifs  cantons. 

The  laft  attempt  of  the  HouTe 
of  Savoy  againft  Geneva,  was  in 
1 602  ;  when  Charles  Emanuel 
treacheroufly  attacked  the  town 
during  a  profound  peace.  Two 
hundred  of  his  foldiers  fcaled  the 
walls  in  the  night,  when  the  in- 
habitants were  repofed  in  unfuf- 
pedting  fecurity ;  but  being  timely 
difcovered,  they  were  rep ul fed  by 
the  defperate  valour  of  a  few  citi- 
zens, who  glorioufly  facrificed 
their  lives  in  defence  of  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country.  In  memory 
of  this  event,  an  infeription  is 
iixed  upon  the  town-houfe;  and 
fome  of  the  fcaling-ladders,  which 
the  enemy  made  ufe  of  to  enter  the 
town,  are  preferved  in  the  arfe- 
xial.  This  perfidy  occafioned  a 
war,  which  was  terminated  the 
yea'r  following  by  a  folemn  treaty ; 
iince  which,  uninterrupted  peace 
has  been  maintained  between  the 
'  Houfe  of  Savoy  and  Geneva  :  but 
it  was  not  till  1754,  that  the 
King  of  Sardinia  acknowledged, 
by  a  formal  aft,  the  independence 
of  this  republic. 

No  fooner  was  peace  concluded 
with  the  Houfe  of  Savoy,  than  the 
flames  of  internal  difcord,  fo  apt 
to  kindle  in  popular  governments, 
and  which  had  been  fmothered  by 
their  common  danger  from  a  fo- 
reign enemy,  began  to  appear. 
Accordingly,  during  the  greateft 
part  of  the  laft  century,   to  the 


prefent  period,  the  hiftory  of  Ge- 
neva contains  little  more  than  * 
narrative  of  contentions  between  the 
ariftocratical  and  the  popular  par- 
ty. Thefe  mutual  druggies  have 
occasionally  been  exerted  with  fo 
much  violence  and  animofity,  as 
to  have  threatened,  for  a  moment, 
a  total  revolution  in  the  Hate  5  but 
happily,  however,  they  have  al- 
ways been  compromifed  without 
producing  any  fatal  effects. 

About  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  century,  the  power  of  the 
council  of  two  hundred  was  be- 
come aim  oft  abfolute.  In  order  to 
reftrain  their  authority,  the  popu- 
lar party,  in  1707,  procured  4 
law,  by  which  it  was  enabled, 
that  every  five  years  a  general 
council  of  all  the  citizens  and 
burghers  fhould  be  holden,  to  de- 
liberate upon  the  affairs  of  the  re- 
public. Agreeably  to  this  law* 
a  general  affembly  was  convened 
in  171 2;  and  the  very  fir  ft  act  ex* 
erted  by  the  people  in  this  their 
collective  capacity,  was  .the  total 
abolition  of  the  above-mentioned 
ordinance.  An  event  of  fo  finguT 
lar  a  nature  can  hardly  be  ac- 
counted for  upon  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  popular  ficklenefs  and  in- 
con  fiftency  :  accordingly  RoufTeau, 
in  his  Lettres  ecrites  de  la  Mon- 
tagne,  imputes  it  to  the  artifices,  of 
the  magi  ft  rates ;  and  to  the  equi- 
vocal terms  marked  upon  the  bil- 
lets then  in  ufe.  For,  the  queftion 
propofed  to  the  people  being, 
"  Whether  the  opinion  of  the 
"  councils,  for  abolifhing  the 
"  periodical  general  afiemblies, 
"  fhould  pafs  into  a  law?"  the 
words  employed  on  the  billets  de- 
livered for  that  purpofe,  were,  ap- 
probation, rtjedion ;  fo  that  which- 
ever fide  was   taken,  it  came  tq    . 
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the  fame  point.  If  the  billet  of 
approbation  were  chofen ;  the  opi- 
nion of  the  councils  which  rejected 
the  periodical  affembly,  was  ap- 
proved ;  if  that  of  rtje8ion\  then 
the  periodical  affembly  was  re- 
jected of  courfe.  Accordingly,  fe- 
veral  of  the  citizens  afterwards 
complained  that  they  had  been  de- 
ceived, as  they  never  meant  to  re- 
ject the  general  aflembly,  but  only 
the  opinion  of  the  councils* 

In  confequence  of  this  extraor- 
dinary repeal,  the  power  of  the 
ariflocracy  continued  increaiing  till 
within  thefe  few  years  ;  when  the 
citizens,  by  a  Angular  conjunction 
of  favourable  circumftances,  joined 
to  an  uncommon  fpirit  of  union 
and  perfeverance,  have  procured 
fever al  changes  to  be  made  in  the 
conflitution  of  Geneva ;  by  which 
the  authority  of  the  magift  rates  has 
been  limited,  and  the  privileges 
of  the  people  have  been  enlarged. 
Happy !  if  they  know  where  to 
Hop;  left,  continuing  to  extend 
the  bounds  of  their  own  preroga- 
tives, they  {hake  the  foundations 
of  civil  government,  by  too  much 
reflraining  the  power  of  the  magi- 
ftrates. 

The  prefent  conftitution  of  Ge- 
neva, may  be  confidered  as  a  mean 
between  that  of  the  other  ariftocrjL- 
tical  and  popular  cantons  of  Swn- 
ferland  ;  more  democratical  tfian 
any  of  the  former,  inafmuch  as  the 
fovereign  and  legiflative  authority 
entirely  refides  in  the  general  af- 
fembly of  the  citizens  and  burghers ; 
and  more  ariftocratical  than  the 
latter,  becaufe  the  powers  veiled 
in  the  great  and  little '-councils  are 
very  confiderable. 

The  members  of  the  fen  ate,  or 
little  council  of  twenty-five,  enjoyv 
in  their  corporate  capacity,  ieverai 


prerogatives  almoft  as  great  at 
thofe  which  are  pofTefTed  by  that 
of  the  moil  ariftocratical  ftates. 
They  nominate  half  the  mem- 
bers of  the  great  council;  th* 
principal  magiftrates  are  takeii 
from  their  body;  they  convok* 
the  great  council  and  the -gene- 
ral affembly  of  the  citizens  and 
burghers ;  they  previoufly  delibe- 
rate upon  every  queftion  whicM  ps 
to  be  brought  into  the  great  coun- 
cil, and  from  thence  into  the  ge- 
neral affembly:  in  other  words, 
in  them  is  lodged  the  power  tif 
propofing;  confequently,  as  everj^ 
ad  mull  originate  from  them,  no 
law  can  pats  without  their  appro- 
bation. In  this  fenate  is  vetted 
alfo  the  chief  executive  power^ 
the  adminiftration  of  the  finances; 
and,  to  a  certain  degree,  jurifdic^ 
tion  in  civil  and  criminal  cauftf  • ' 
They  nominate,  likewife,  to  molt ' 
of  the  fmaller  polls  of  government ; 
and  enjoy  the  fole  privilege  of  con- 
ferring burgherihip.  They  com- 
pofe,  moreover,  in  conjunction 
with  thirty-five  members  of  tHeif 
own  choofing,  the  fecret  council ; 
which  never  aflembles  but  by  their 
convoking,  and  only  upon  extras 
ordinary  occafions. 

Thefe  confiderable  prerogatives, 
however,  are  counterbalanced  aj 
well  by  the  privileges  of  the  great 
council,  as  by  the  franchifes  *  of 
the  general  afTembly.  The.  prero- 
gatives of  the  former  confift  in 
choofing  the  members  of  the  fe- 
nate from  their  own  body ;  in  re- 
ceiving appeals  in  all  caufes  above 
a  certain  value ;  jn  pardoning  cri- 
minals ;  in  difpofing  of  the  moft 
important  charges  of  government^ 
thofe  excepted  which  are  confer- 
red by  •'the  general  affembly;  and 
in  approving  or  rejecting  whatever 
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it  propofed  by  the  fen  ate   to   be 
laid  before  the  people. 

The  fovereign  council,  or  ge- 
neral afTembiy  of  the  people,  is 
compofed  of  the  citizens  and  bur- 
ghers of  the  town :  their  number, 
JO  general,  amounts  to  about 
1*500,  but  it  is  feldom.  that  more 
thaa  1,200  convene  ;  the  remain- 
der being  either  fettled  in  foreign 
countries,,  or  are  ufually  abfent. 
I  ought  to  have  explained  to  you 
fboner,  the  diftinction  between  ci- 
tixens  and  burghers:  the  latter,  are 
cither  the  fons  of  citizens  or  bur- 
ghers *,  born  out  of  Geneva,  or 
have  obtained  the  burgherlhip  by 
purchafe ;  the  former,  are  the 
ions  of  citizens  or  burghers,  born 
within  the  town  cf  Geneva.  The 
burgher*  may  be  chofen  into  the 
council  of  two  hundred,  but  the 
citizens  can  alone  enter  into  :he  fe- 
nate, and  poffefs  the  charges  ap- 
propriated to  that  body. 

The  general  afTembiy  meets 
twice  a  year ;  ehoofes  the  prin- 
cipal magi  Urates ;  afTents  to  or  re- 
jects the  laws  and  regulations  pro- 
pofed by  the  councils ;  impofes 
faxes  ;  contracts  alliances  ;  de- 
clares war  or  peace  ;  and  nomi- 
nates one  half  of  the  members  of 
the  great  Council.  All  queftions 
that  come  before  them  are  decid- 
ed by  the  majority  of  voices ;  and 
each  member  delivers  his  vote 
without  having  the  liberty  of  de- 
bating. The  reflriclion  is  cer- 
tainly reafonable  ;  for,  in  a  popu- 
lar alfembly,  like  this  of  Geneva, 
compofed  of  citizens,  the  meaneft 
of  whom  is  well  ve/fed  in  the  con- 


ftitution  of  the  commonwealth,  and 
where  the  people  in  general  have 
a  ftrong  pro  pen  iky  to  enter  into 
political  difcuffions  ;  if  every  voter 
were  permitted  to  fupport  and  en- 
force his  opinion  by  argument, 
there  would  be  no  end  of  debate, 
and  the  whole  time  would  be  con- 
fumed  in  petulant  declamation. 

But  the  principal  check  to  the 
power  of  the  little  council,  arifes 
from  the  method  of  electing  the 
fyndics,  and  from  the  right  of  re- 
pre/entaticn.  With  refpect.  to  the 
former,  the  four  fyndics,  or  chiefs 
of  the  republic,  are  chofen  an- 
nually out  of  the  little  council,  by 
the  general  afTembiy  ;  and  there 
muft  be  an  interval  of  three  years 
before  the  fame  members  cen  be 
again  elected.  The  ufual  mode  of 
election  is  as  follows : — The  little 
council  nominate  eight  of  their 
members  for  candidates,  who  mud 
be  approved  by  the  great  council; 
and  out  of  thefe  eight,  the  gene- 
ral afTembiy  choofe  the  four  fyn- 
dics. They  have  it  in  their  pow- 
er, however,  not  only  to  reject 
thefe  eight  propofed  candidates, 
but  alfo  all  the  other  members  of 
the  fenate  fucceflively:  ;*nd  in 
that  cafe,  four  members  are  taken 
from  the  great  council,  and  pro- 
pofed to  the  general  alfembly.  If 
thefe  are  appointed  fyndics,  they 
immediately  become  members  of 
the  fenate ;  and  an  equal  number 
of  that  body  are  at  the  fame  time 
degraded,  and  retire  into  the  great 
council.  No  inftance,  however, 
has  yet  occurred  of  the  general 
afTembiy  having  exerted  this  power 


*  The  children  of  thofe  who  are  employed  in  foreign  countries,  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  ftate,  although  born,  out  of*  Gepeva,  are  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges of  citizens.  •  ; 

of 


CHARACTERS. 


ii 


of  expelling  four  members  from 
the  fenate*. 

With  refpect  to  the  other  re- 
ftraint  I  mentioned  upon  the  power 
of  the  little  council,  viz.  the  right 
of  reprefentation :  every  citizen  or- 
burgher,  either  fingly  or  in  a  body, 
has  the  privilege  of  applying  to  the 
fenate  in  order  to  procure  fome  new 
regulation,  or  of  remonftrating  a- 
gainft  any  act  of  the  magiftracy. 
Thefe  reprefentations  have  proved 
one  of  the  principal  means,  per- 
haps, of  fecuring  the  liberties  of 
the  people  from  the  refpective  en- 
croachments of  the  two  councils ; 
as  they  have  frequently  prevented 
the  magi  Urates  from  ftretching  their 
authority  to  the  fame  arbitrary  ex- 
tent that  has  been  pra&ifed  in  fome 
of  the  other  commonwealths  of 
Swiflerland.  The  magiitrates  are 
obliged  to  give  an  explicit  anfwer  * 
to  thefe  reprefentations;  for,  if 
the  firfl  is  not  confidered  as  fatis- 
fadlory,  a  fecond  remonftrance  is 
prefented.  According  to  the  na- 
ture and  importance  of  the  com- 
plaint, the  reprefentation  is  made 
by  a  greater  or  lefs  number  of  ci- 
tizens ;  and  it  has  fometimes  hap- 
pened that  each  remonftrance  has 
been  accompanied  by  feveral  hun- 
dred, in  different  bodies. 

The  falaries  of  the  feveral  ma- 
giftrates  are  fo  inconsiderable,  as 
not  to  offer  any  temptation  on  the 
fide  of  pecuniary  emolument :  a 
frnfe  of  honour,  a  fpirit  of  ambi- 
tion, the  defire  of  ferving  their 
country,  together  with  that  perfo- 
nal  credit  which  is  derived  from 
cxercifing  any  office  in  the  admi- 
mflration,  are  the  principal  mo- 


tives which  actuate  the  candidates, 
to  folicit  a  (hare  in  the  magiftracy. 
Accordingly,  the  public  pofb  are 
generally  filled  with  men  of  the    ' 
firil  abilities,  and  of  the  mod  re- 
fpectable   characters.    The  reve- 
nues of  government,  at  the  highel: 
calculation,    fcarcely   amount   to 
30,000   pounds  a  year ;    a  fam, 
however,  which,  by  a  well-regu- 
lated ceconomy,  is  more  than  Suf- 
ficient  to  defray  the  current  ex» 
pences:  fo  that  this  republic  is  en-,, 
abled  to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of - 
its  fubjecls,  from  an  income,,  whick 
fome  individuals,  both  in  England' 
and  France,  fcjuander  in  vain  pomp  4 
and  vicious  diffipation.  , 

It  is  very  remarkable  that,  in  *!, . 
republic  fo  free  as  this  of  Geneve, ; 
and  where  the  true  principles  tf 
liberty  are  fo  well  and  fo  generally 
underftood,  there  mould  be  no  pre- , 
cife  code  of  penal  laws :  for,  al- 
though the  form  of  the  procefi  ii' 
fettled  with  great  precifion,  yet  the 
trial  of  the  criminal  is  private,  and 
the  punifhment  left  to  the  arbi* 
trary   decifion  of  the  magiftrate#; 
Nor  are  the  franchifes  of  the  pee- ' 
pie  afcertained  with  that  accuracy  . 
one   might  well    have  expected* 
Indeed,  under  Ademar  Fabri,  bi- 
fhop  of  Geneva  in  the  fourteenth 
century,  a  certain  number  of  po- 
litical regulations,  both  civil  and . 
criminal,    together   with    feveral 
particular  cuftoms  and   liberties,- 
were  drawn   up  in  form;  and  the     "  4 
bilhop   took   an  oath   to  obfervc 
them .     Thefe  ftatutes,  if  they  may 
be  fo  called,  were  alfo  confirmed 
by  A  made  us.  VIH,  duke  of  Savoy.    , 
In   all  cafes  of  controverfy,    the 


*  Since  the  above  was  written,  I  have  been  informed,  that  the  citizens  and 
burghers  expelled  four  members  from  the  fenate,  at  the  election  of  magiftrate* 
fm  the  year  1777. 

people 
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tOrs  bay  the  corn  at  the  cheapeft 
rate;  retail  that  part  of  it  which 
has  been  kept  the  longeft;  and 
vend  it  at  an  higher. price  than  it  is 
fold  in  the  neighbouring  territo- 
ries; the  bakers  mud  confequendy 
fell  their  bread  dearer,  and  not  of 
fo  good  a  quality,  as  that  which 
may  be  purchafed  on  the  frontiers 
of  Savoy.  But  the  importation  of 
bread  is  ftridtly  prohibited  :  thofe 
families,  therefore,  who  can  af- 
ford it,  lay  in  a  provifioo  of  co$n 
for  their  own  ufe;  while  the  poorer 
fort  fufFcr,  by  being  obliged  to 
purchafe,  at  an  advanced  price, 
their  daily  provision  from  the  ba- 
kers. Perhaps,  however,  the  go- 
vernment is  not  fufEciently  rich  to 
put  their  granary  upon  the  fame 
rooting  with  thofe  of  Berne  and 
Znric,  by  facrificing  the  profit  a- 
riling  from  the  chamber  of  corn. 

The  town  is  Rrongly  fortified  on 
the  fide  of  Savoy ;  aud  a  garrifon 
of  about  nine  hundred  men  con- 
ftantly  maintained  :  but  thefe  for- 
tifications, and  this  garrifon,  are 
only  futfacient  to  guard,  them  from 
any  fudden  attack  ;  they  could  not 
defend  them  long  againft  a  regu- 
lar fiege.  The  great  fecurity  of 
the  republic  confifts  in  its  alliance 
with  the  Swifs  cantons,  by  means 
of  Zuric  and  Berne :  and,  as  it  is 
the  ihtereft  both  of  the  king  of 
France  and  the  king  of  Sardinia  to 
keep  well  with  the  Swifs,  and  to 
preierve  the  independence  of  Ge- 
neva ;  it  derives  -its  greateft  fecu- 
rity from  what,  in  fome  cafes, 
would  be  its  greateft  danger ; 
namely,  that  its  territory  borders 
upon  the  dominions  of  fnch  power- 
ful neighbours. 

This  republic  is  the  only  com- 
monwealth in  Swifferland,  that  has 
no  regular  companies  in  any  foreign 


feryice;  wifely  prohibiting  the  en- 
lifting  of  mercenaries  in  every  part 
of  its  territory. 


Reflexions  upon  the  general  State  of 
the  thirteen  Swifs  Cantons.  From 
the  fame, 

HAVING,  in  the  courfe  of  mjr 
former  letters,  communicat- 
ed to  you  fuch  obfervations  as  I 
was  able  to  make  during  my  tour 
through  Swifferland,  concerning 
the  laws,  government,  ftate  of  li- 
terature, &c«  of  each  canton  ia 
particular ;  I  will  now  requeft  from 
you  the  fame  candid  indulgence  I 
have  (6  repeatedly  experienced* 
whilft  I  lay  before  you  a  few  con- 
cluding remarks,  in  relation  to  the 
ftate  of  Swifferland  in  general. 

There  is  no  part  of  Europe 
which  contains,  within  the  fame 
extent  of  region,  fo  many  inde- 
pendent commonwealths,  and  fuch 
a  variety  of  different  governments, 
as  are  collected  together  in  this  re- 
markable and  delightful  country  ; 
and  yet,  with  fuch  wifdom  was  the 
Helvetic  union  compefed,  and  fo 
little  have  the  Swifs,  of  late  years, 
been  aduated  with  the  fpirit  of 
conqueft,  that  fince  the  firm  and 
complete  eftablifhment  of  their  ge- 
neral confederacy,  they  have 
fcarcely  ever  had  occafion  to  em- 
ploy their  arms  againft  a  foreign 
enemy ;  and  have  had  no  hoftile 
commotions  among  themfelves  that 
were  not  very  foon  happily  termi- 
nated. Perhaps  there  is  not  a  fi- 
milar  inftance  in  antient  or  modem 
hiftory,  of  a  warlike  people,  divi- 
ded into  little  independent  repub- 
lics, clofely  bordering  upon  each 
other,  and  of  courfe  having  occa- 
fionally  interfering  intcrefis,  hav- 
ing 
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ing  continued,  daring  fo  long  a  dens  and  miferies  of  war;  there  h 

period,  in  an  almoft  uninterrupted  no  country  in  which  hapmnefs  and 

Hate  of  tranquillity.     And  thus,  content  more  univerfally  prevail 

while    the    feveral    neighbouring  among  the  people.     For,  whether' 

kingdoms  have  fullered,  by  turns,  the  government  be  ariftocratical, 

all  the  horrors  of  internal  war,  this  democrarical,  or  mixed;  abfolute 

favoured  nation  hath  enjoyed  the  or  limited ;  a  general  fpirit  of  li- 

felicity  defcribed  by  Lucretius,  and  berty  pervades  and  actuates  the  fe- 

looked  down  with  fecurity  upon  vera!  confti  tut  ions ,  fo  that  even 

the  various  tern  pells  that  have  (ha-  the  oligarchical  dates  (which,  of 

ken  the  world  around  them.  all  others,  are  ufually  the  moft  tv- 

But  the  happinefs  of   a   long  rannical)  are  here  peculiarly  mild ; 

peace,  has  neither  broken  the  fpi-  and  the  property  of  the  fubjeft  is 

rit,  nor  enervated  the  arm  of  this  fecurely  guarded  again  ft  every  kind 

people.     The  youth  are  diligently  of  violation, 
trained  to  all  the  martial  exerci fes,        But  there  is  one  general  defe& 

fuch  as  running,    wreftling,  and  in    their  criminal  jurifprudence, 

mooting  both  with  the  crofs-bow  which    prevails    throughout    this 

and   the  mufket ;    a  con  fide  r  able  country.    For,  although  the  Caro- 

n  umber  of  well-difciplined  Swifs  line  code,  as  it  is  ftyled,  or  the 

troops  are  always  employed  in  fo-  code  of  the  Emperor  Charles' the 

reign    fervices ;    and   the    whole  Vth,  forms  in  each  of  the  repub- 

people  are  enrolled,  and  regularly  lies  the  principal  ban's  of  their  pe- 

exercifed  in  their  refpe&ive  mili-  nal  law*,  with  particular  modifica- 

tia.     By  thefe  means  they  are  ca-  tions  and  additions  in  different  dif- 

pable,  in  cafe  it  mould  be  necef-  tri&s ;  yet  much  too  great  a  lati- 

fary,  of  collecting  a  very  refpeel-  tude  is  allowed  to  the  refpe&ive 

able  body  of  forces,  which  could  judges,  who  are  lefs  governed  in 

sot  fail  of  proving  formidable  to  their  determinations  by  this  code, 

any  enemy  who  mould  invade  their  or  any  other  written  law,  than  by 

country,  or  attack  their  liberties,  the  common  principles  of  juftice. 

Thus,    while  moft  of  the   other  How  far  long  experience  may  have 

ftates  upon  the  continent  are  tend-  juftified  the  prudence  of  trufting 

ing  more  and  more  towards  a  mi-  them  with  this  extraordinary  pri- 

litary  government,  Swifierland  a--  vilege,  I  cannot  fay  ;  bat  difcre- 

lone  has  no  (landing  armies  ;  and  tionary  powers  of  this  kind,  are 

yet,  from  the  nature  of  its  (ituation,  undoubtedly    liable  to    the   moft 

from  its  particular  alliances,  and  alarming  abufe,  and   can    never, 

from  the  policy  of  its  internal  go-  without  the  greateft  hazard,    be 

vernment,  is  more  fee u re  from  in-  committed  to  the  hands  of  the  ma- 

vafion  than  any  other  European  giftrate. 

power,  and  full  as  able  to  with-        I  cannot  forbear  reflecling,  upon 

(land  the  greateft  force  that  can  be  this  occasion,  on  the  fu  peri  or  wif- 

brought  again  ft  it.  dorn,  in   the  prefent  inftance,  as 

But  the  felicity  of  Swiflerland  well  as  in  fhany  others,  of  our  own 

does  not  confift  merely  in  being  moft  invaluable  conftitution ;  and 

peculiarly  exempted  from  the  bur-  indeed,  it  is  impoJfible  for  an  Eng- 
lishman 
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lifhman  to  obferve,  in  his  travels, 
the  govern  ments  of  other  countries, 
without  becoming  a  warmer  and 
more  afFe&ioriate  admirer  of  his 
own.  In  England,  the  life  and 
liberty  of  the  fubjeci  does  not  de- 
pend upon  the  arbitrary  decifion 
of  his  judge,  but  is  fecured  by  ex- 
prefs  laws,  from  which  no  magi- 
Urate  can  depart  with  impunity. 
This  guarded  precifion,  it  is  true, 
may  occasionally,  perhaps,  be  at- 
tended with  fome  inconveniences ; 
but  they  are  overbalanced  by  ad- 
vantages of  fo  much  greater  weight 
as  to  be  fcarcely  perceptible  in  the 
fcales  of  juftice.  I  do  not  mean, 
however,  to  throw  any  imputation 
upon  the  officers  of  criminal  jurif- 
didion  in  'SwifTeriand  :  as  far  as  I 
could  obferve,  they  adminifter  dif- 
tributive  juftice  with  an  impartial 
and  equitable  hand. 

I  remarked,  with  peculiar  fatis- 
faftion,  the  excellent  date  of  the 
prifons  throughout  this  country, 
and  the  humane  precautions  which 
the  feveral  legiflatures  have  taken 
with  refpedt  to  felons  :  a  circum- 
ftance  which  could  not  fail  of 
linking  me  the  more  forcibly,  as 
the  contrary  is* but  too  vifible  in 
England.  In  SwifTeriand,  the  cri- 
minals are  confined  in  wholefome 
and  feparate  wards ;  and  inftead 


of  languifhing  long  in  prifon,  to 
the  great  injury  of  their  nealth,  or 
total  wafte  of  their  little  remnant 
of  money ;  they  are  almoft  immedi- 
ately brought  to  trial.  In  Eng- 
land, a  criminal,  or  one  /ufpeded 
to  be  fuch,  may  be  confined  fix 
months  before  his  fate  (hall  be  de- 
termined :  and  if  he  happen  to  be 
proved  innocent,  and  fhould  be  in 
low  circum fiances ;  the  lofs  of  his 
time,  together  with  the  expences 
of  the  gaol -fees,  may  probably  oc- 
canon  nis  utter  ruin ;  while  hit 
morals  are  in  no  lefs  danger,  by 
being  compelled  to  aflbciate  with 
a  fet  of  abandoned  wretches,  loft 
to  all  fenfe  of  fhame,  and  encou- 
raging each  other  in  their  common 
profligacy.  How  much  is  it  to  be 
lamented,  that,  while  our  code  of 
criminal  jurifprudence  is  in  gene- 
ral formed  upon  principles,  which 
diftinguifh  us  with  honour  among 
the  nations  of  Europe  ;  that  our 
courts  of  juftice  are  thrown  open 
to  the  view  of  all  the  world  ;  and 
that  we  enjoy  the  ineftimable  and 
a) mod  peculiar  privilege  of  being 
tried  by  our  equals;  how  much 
(I  cannot  forbear  repeating)  is  it 
to  be  lamented,  that  the  fame 
equitable  and  humane  fpirit  fhould 
be  found  wanting  in  fo  important 
an  article  of  our  penal  laws  #. 

One 


•  For  a  more  particular  account  of  the  prifons  in  SwifTeriand,  the  reader  is 
referred  to  a  treatife  concerning  "  The  fate  of  the  prifons  in  England  and  Wak$% 
u  and  an  account  of  fome  foreign  prifons  y  by  John  Howard,  Efq\  1777."  In 
this  treatife  (which  merits  the  attention  of  every  friend  to  humanity)  the  wor- 
thy author  has  produced  many  melancholy  proofs  of  the  lad  ftate  of  the  English 
prifons,  and  how  very  inferior  they  are  to  thofe  abroad  in  every  circumftance 
relating  to  the  health  and  good  government  of  the  unhappy  perfons  confined  in 
them.  And  it  cannot  but  afford  him  the  moil  fenfible  fatista&ion  to  find,  that 
his  benevolent  and  perfevering  labours  have  already  been  productive  of  fome 
very  advantageous  regulations,  particularly  concerning  the  fees  of  pri Toners 
who  fhall  be  acquitted,  and  the  prevention  of  the  gaol  diftemper.  As  Mr.  H. 
ftiil  continues  his  laudable  lefeaxxhet  through  all  the  moft  coniiderabJe  prifons 

upon 
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One  cinnot  bat  be  aftoniihed,  very  joft  and  pointed  obfervattan 

as  well  as  concerned,  to  find,  that  of  the  admirable  Brnyere,  that  Id 

in  a  country  where  the  true  prin-  qtufiien  eft  une  invention  marveiUat/i 

dples  of  civil   government  are  fo  o  tout-a-fait  fire,  pour  petite  un 

well-  underftood  and  fo  generally  innocent  qui  a  la  complexion  foible,  tf 

adopted  as  in  SwifTerland,  that  the  famtre  nn  conpabU  qui  efi  ne  rebufte  •; 

trial  by  torture  is  not  yet  abolifii-  I  cannot,  however,    but  add,    in 

ed:  for,  in  fome  particular  cafes,  juftice  to  the  Swifs,  that  zealous 

the  fufpe&ed  criminal  is  fbll  pat  advocates  have  not  been  wanting 

to  the  rack.     The  inefficacy,  no  among  them  for  the  total  abolition 

lefs  than  the  inhumanity,  of  en-  of  torture :  but  arguments  of  rea- 

deavouring  to  extort  the  truth  by  (on,  and  fentiments  of  humanity* 

die    feveral    horrid    inftrnments  have  been  found,  even  in  this  ci- 

which  too  ingenious   cruelty  has  vilized  and  enlightened  country* 

devifed  for  that  purpofe,  has  been  to  avail  little  again  ft  inveterate 

4b  often  expofed  by  the  ableft  wri-  cuftom  and  long-confirmed  preja- 

ters,  that  it  would  be  equally  im-  dices  f. 

pertinent  and  fuperfluous  to  trou-  Learning  is  lefs  generally  diffu- 

ble  you  with  any  reflections  of  mine  fed  among  the  catholic  than  thci 

upon  the  fubject. :  and  indeed,  the  proteftant  ftates :   but  in  both,   a 

whole  ftrength  of  the  feveral  argu-  man  of  letters  will  find  abundant 

ments  that  have  been  urged  upon  opportunities  of  gratifying  his  re-* 

this  occafien,  is  comprifed  in  the  fcaxches  and  improving  his  know- 

upon  t}ie  continent,  and  intends  fubraitting  tlie  refultof  them  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  Parliament §  it  may  juftly  be  hoped,  that  he  will  be  rewarded  with  the 
happinefs  of  having  become  the  means  of  effectually  fixing  the  attention  of 
the  Britifh  Senate  upon  an  object  fo  highly  deferving  the  care  of  every  wife  and 
humane  legiflature. 

#  Caracteres,  Vol.  ii.  p.  203, 

f  Criminal  juftice  is  here,  as  in  the  greateft  part  of  Europe,  adtniniftered 
agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the  civil  law.  According  to  the  maxims  of  that  code* 
the  criminal's  confeflion  is  absolutely  requifite,  in  order  to  his  fufferine  capital 
punifhiuent ;  and  confeouently,  all  thole  nations  who  have  not  eftabliihed  a 
new  code  of  criminal  junfprudence,  retain  the  ufe  of  torture* 

The  prefect  king  of  Pruffia,  it  is  well  known,  fet  the  example  in  Germany* 
of  abolifhing  this  inhuman  practice;  but  few,  perhaps,  are  apprifed,  that  the 
firft  hint  of  this  reformation  was  fuggefted  to  him  by  reading  the  Hiftory  of 
England.  For,  one  of  the  principal  arguments  in  fupport  of  this  method  of 
extorting  confeflion,  being  that  it  affords  the  belt  means  of  difcovering  plots 
again  ft  government  $  the  lagacious  monarch  remarked,  that  the  Britifh  annals 
fully  confuted  the  fallacy  of  that  reafoning.  Few  kingdoms,  he  obferved,  had 
abounded  more  in  confpiracies  and  rebellions  than  England 5  and  yet,  that  the 
leaders  and  abettors  of  them  had  been  more  fuccefsfully  traced  and  difcovered; 
without  the  ufe  of  torture,  than  in  any  country  where  it  was  oracWedi 
"  From  thence,"  added  this  wife  politician,  fpeaking  upon  the  fubject,  "  I 
"  few  the  abfurdity  of  torture,  and  abolilhed  it  accordingly;" 

^The  above  anecdote,  which  I  had  from  very  refpeftable  authority,  bears  the 
tnoft  honourable  teftimony  to  the  efficacy  as  well  as  the  mildnefs  of  our  penal 
laws,  and  to  the  fuperior  excellency  of  the  proccft  obferved  in  our  courts  of 
criminal  juftice. 

kdg*. 


t  tt  A  R  A  C  f  E  ft  S. 


ledge.  To  the  natural  philofo- 
pher,  SwifTerland  will  afford  art 
inexhauftible  fourcc  of  entertain- 
ment and  information,  as  well  from 
the  great  variety  of  phyfical  curi- 
tofltiesfb  plentifully  fpread  over  the 
country,  as  from  the  confiderable 
number  of  perfons  eminently  fk.il- 
Jed  in  that  branch  of  fcience.  In- 
deed in  every  town,  and  almofl  in 
every  village,  the  curious  travel- 
ler will  meet  with  collections  wor- 
thy of  his  attention. 

With  refpett  to  agriculture  \ 
there  is,  perhaps,  no  country  in 
the  world  where  the  advantageous 
effects  of  unwearied  and  persever- 
ing induftry  are  more  remarkably 
confpicuous.  In  travelling  over 
the  mountainous  parts  of  Swifier- 
land,  I  was  {truck  with  admiration 
and  aftonifiimeht;  toobferve  rocks, 
that  were  formerly  barren,  now 
planted  with  vines,  or  abounding 
in  rich  pafture ;  and  to  mark  the 
traces  of  the  plough  along  the  fides 
0f  precipices  fo  fteep,  that  it  muft 
be  with  great  difficulty  that  a  horfe 
could  even  mount  them.  In  a 
Word,  the  inhabitants  feem  to  have 
furmounted  every  oBitruclidn  which 
foil,  fituation,  and  climate,  had 
thrown  in  their  way,  and  to  have 
fpread  fertility  Over  various  fpott 
Of  the  country  which  nature  feemed 
to  have  configned  to  everlafting 
barren nefs.  In  fine,  a  general 
fimplicity  of  manners,  an  open 
ana  unafFe&ed  franknefs,  together 
with  an  invincible  fpirit  of  free- 
dom, roayjultly  be  mentioned  in 
the  number  of  thofe  peculiar  qua- 
lities which  dignify  the  public  cha- 
racter of  this  people,  and  diftin- 
guifh  them  with  honour  among  the 
nations  of  Europe: 

Vol.  XXII. 


A  Sketch  of  an  Bifiorical  Panegyric 
on  the  Marjhalof  Berwick,  by  the 
frefident  Montefquieu.  From 
Memoirs  of  the  Duke  jf  Berwick, 

HE  was  born  on  the  21ft  of  An- 
guft,  1670 ;  was  fon  of 
James,  Duke  of  York,  fince  King 
of  England,  and  of  Mifs  Arabella 
Churchill.  Such  indeed  was  the 
the  fate  of  this  houfe  of  Churchill, 
that  it  gave  birth  to  two  men,  who 
were  defined,  at  the  fame  time, 
each  of  them  to  fhake,  and  to  fup* 
port,  the  two  greatefl  monarchies 
of  Europe. 

At  feven  years  of  age  he  was 
fent  into  Prance  to  complete  his* 
ftudies,  and  follow  his  exercifes. 
The  Duke  of  York  having  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  crown  on  the  6th  day 
of  February,  1685,  fent  him  the 
following  year,  into  Hungary,  and 
he  was  prefent  at  the  fiege  of 
Buda. 

He  pa/Ted  the  winter  in  Eng- 
land, where  the  King  created  him 
Duke  of  Berwick.  In  the  fpring 
he  returned  into  Hungary,  where, 
the  Emperor  gave  him  the  rank  of 
Colonel  to  command  TaafFs  regi- 
ment of  Cuiraffiers;  He  ferved 
the  campaign  of  1687,  in  which 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain  obtained  the 
victory  at  Mohatz  ;  and  on  his  re- 
turn to  Vienna,  the  Emperor  pro* 
moted  him  to  the  rank  of  Major- 
Gen  era!. 

Thus  the  Duke  of  Berwick  wag 
firfl  trained  to  arm*;  tinder  tae 
great  Duke  of  Lorrain ;  and  hit 
life,  ever  fince,  has  been  in  a  man- 
ner entirely  devoted  to  this  pro- 
feffion. 

He    returned   into   England ; 
when  the  King  gave  him  the  go- 
vernment of  Portsmouth,  and  of 
the  county  of  Southampton.    He 
fc  had 
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It  was  neceflary  at  the  fame  time 
to  check  the  rapidity  of  his  pro- 
gress, to  re-eftablifh  the  army,  to 
diffipate  factions,  and  to  conciliate 
the  minds  of  the  Irifh.  All  this 
was  effected  by  the  Duke  of  Ber- 
wick. 

In  1691,  the  Dnke  of  Tyrcon- 
nel  having  returned  into  Ireland, 
the  Duke  of  Berwick  went  back 
into  France,  and  attended  Lewis 
XIV.  as  volunteer,  to  thefiege  of 
Mods.  He  ferved  in  the  fame  ca- 
pacity under  Marfhal  Luxembourg, 
in  the  campaign  of  1692,  and  was 
prefent  at  the  battle  of  Steinkirk. 
The  following  year  he  was  made 
Lieutenant- General  in  France,  and 
acquired  much  honour  at  the  battle 
of  Neerwinden,  where  he  was 
taken  prifoner.  The  reports  that 
were  circulated  upon  this  occafion, 
mud  certainly  have  originated  from 
perfons  who  had  the  higheft  idea 
of  his  fteadinefs  and  courage.  He 
continued  to  ferve  in  Flanders  un- 
der Marfhal  Luxembourg,  and 
afterwards  under  Marfhal  Ville- 
roy. 

In  1696,  he  was  fent  privately 
into  England,  to  hold  a  conference 
with  fome  Englifh  noblemen,  who 
had  refolved  to  reftore  the  King. 
He  was  charged  with  a  very  ft  range 
kind  of  com  mi  (lion,  which  was  to 
induce  thefe  noblemen  to  a&  a- 
gainft  common  fenfe.  He  did  not 
fucceed ;  and  battened  his  return 
upon  receiving  information  that 
there  was  a  plot  carrying  on  a- 
gainll  the  perlon  of  King  William, 
becaufe  he  did  not  chufe  to  be  in- 
volved in  this  con fpi racy.  I  re- 
member having  heard  him  fay, 
that  a  man  had  di (covered  him  by 
a  kind  of  family  likenefs,  and  par- 
ticularly by. the  length  of  hit  fin- 
gers;  that  luckily  this  man  hap- 


pened to  be  a  Jacobite,  and  faid  to 
him,  God  blefs  you  in  all  your  under- 
takings.  This  relieved  him  from 
his  embarrafTment. 

The  Duke  of  Berwick  loft  his 
fir  ft  wife'  in  the  month  of  June, 
1698.  He  had  married  her  in 
169c.  She  was  daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Clanricard.  He  had  a  fon 
by  her,  who  was  born  on  the  21ft 
of  October,  1696. 

In  1690  he  made  a  tour  into 
Italy,  and  at  his  return  married 
Mademoifelle  de  Bulkeley,  daugh- 
ter of  Madame  de  Bulkeley,  Lady 
of  the  Bedchamber  to  the  Queen  of 
England,  and  of  M.  de  Bulkeley, 
brother  of  Lord  Bulkeley. 

After  the  death  of  Charles  II. 
King  of  Spain,  King  James  fent 
the  Duke  of  Berwick  to  Rome,  to 
congratulate  the  Pope  on  his  elec- 
tion, and  to  offer  him  his  fervices 
to  command  the  army  that  France 
preffed  him  to  raife,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  maintaining  a  neutrality  in 
Italy ;  and  the  Court  of  St.  Ger- 
main s  offered  to  fend  fome  Irifh 
troops,  to  be  under  his  command. 
The  Pope  thought  the  affair  rather 
too  ferious  for  him,  and  the  Duke  - 
of  Berwick  returned. 

In  1701  he  loft  the  King  his  fa- 
ther, and  in  1702  he  ferved  ia 
Flanders  under  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy and  Marfhal  Boufflers  j  ia  ' 
1703,  on  his  return  from  the  cam- 
paign, he  was  naturalized  a  fubjeft 
of  France,  with  the  confent  of  the 
Court  of  St.  Germains. 

In  1704,  the  King  fent  him  in- 
to Spain  at  the  head  of  eighteen 
battalions  and  nineteen  fquadrons; 
and  upon  his  arrival  the  King  of 
Spain  appointed  him  Captain-Ge- 
neral of  his  forces,  and  made  him 
put  his  hat  on  in  his  prefence. 
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The  Court  of  Spain  was  diftur- 
bed  by  intrigues.  The  govern- 
ment was  Tcry  ill  conducted,  be- 
caufe  every  one  wifhed  to  guide 
-the  reins  of  it.  Every  thing  de- 
generated into  cabals,  and  it  was 
one  of  the  principal  objects  of  his 
com  million,  to  get  at  the  bottom  of 
them.    All  parties  endeavoured  to 

fain  him  over,  bat  he  would  not 
de  with  either  of  them  ;  and  ap- 
plying himfelf  only  to  the  fuccefs 
of  public  affcirs,  he  confidered  the 
tntereft  of  individuals  merely  as 
they  were  ;  he  paid  no  attention  to 
Madame  d'Ortini,  to  Orry,  to  the 
Abbe  d'E trees,  to  the  inclinations 
of  the  Queen,  or  to  the  bias  of 
the  King  :  the  welfare  of  the  mo- 
narchy engrofled  all  his  thoughts. 

The  Duke  of  Berwick  received 
orders  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
difmiJSon  of  Madame  d'Orfini. 
The  King  wrote  to  him  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms :  "  Tell  my  grand- 
"  fon,  that  he  owes  me  this  mark 
"  of  complaifance.  Urge  all  the 
"  motives  you  can  imagine  to  per- 
"  faade  him,  but  do  not  tell  him 
"  that  I  (hall  .abandon  him,  for 
"  he  would  never  bcKeve  you." 
The  King  of  Spain  con  fenced  to 
the  difmiSion. 

This  year,  170*4,  the  Duke  of 
Berwick  faved  the  kingdom  of 
Spain  f  he  hindered  the  Portu- 
guese army  from  going  to  Madrid. 
His  army  was  two- thirds  weaker 
than  that  of  the  enemy  ;  he  was 
conftantly  receiving  orders  frdm 
court,  one  after  another,  to  retire 
and  to  rifle  nothing.  The  Duke  of 
Berwick,  who  faw  that  Spain  was 
loft  if  he  obeyed,  would  not  dif- 
continne  to  expofe  himfelf  to  rifles, 
and  difputed  every  incE  of  ground. 
The  Portuguefe  army  retired,  and 
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the  Duke  of  Berwick  did  the  fame* 
At  the  end  of  the  campaign  he  re- 
ceived orders  to  return  into  France. 
This  was  the  effect  of  court  in- 
trigue ;  and  he  felt  what  fo  many 
had  experienced  before,  that  te 
pleafe  at  conrt  is  the  greateft  fer- 
vicea  man  can  do  ;  without  which, 
all  our  works,  to  make  ufe  of  the 
language  of  divines,  are  nothing 
more  than  dead  works. 

In  1705  the  Duke  of  Berwick 
was  fent  to  command  in  Langue- 
-doc  ;  and  the  fame  year  he  laid 
fiege  to  Nice,  and  took  it. 

In  1706  he  was  made  Marfhal  of 
France,  and  fent  into  Spain  to  take 
the  command  of  the  army  again  ft 
Portugal.  The  King  of  Spain  had 
raifed  the  fiege  of  Barcelona,  and 
had  been  obliged  to  return  by 
France,  and  to  re-enter  the  king- 
dom of  Spain  through  Navarre. 

1  have  obferved,  that  before  he 
quitted  Spain,  the  firft  time  of  his 
ferving  there,  he  had  faved  the 
kingdom  ;  and  upon  this  occafioa 
he  faved  it  a  fecond  time.  I  (hall 
take  but  a  curfory  view  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  it  is  the  bufinefs 
of  hi  (lory  to  record.  I  fhall  only 
fay,  that  all  was  loft  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  campaign,  and  all  re- 
covered at  the  en4  of  it.  In  Ma- 
dame de  Maintenon's  Letters  to 
the  rrincefs  Orfini,  we  may  fee 
what  was  the  opinion  of  the  two: 
courts  at  that  time.  They  wifhed, 
but  they  had  no  hopes  remaining* 
The  Marfhal  of  Berwick  wanted 
the  Qjjeen  to  join  his  army,  bat 
me  was  prevented  by  the  advice  of 
fome  timid  perfons. '  They  endea- 
voured to  perfuade  her  to  retire  to 
Pa  m  pel  una;-  the  Marfhal  of  Ber- 
wick made  it  appear,  that'  if  this 
ftep  were  taken,  every  thing  was 
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toft,  becacife  the  CafHlians.  would 
then   think  themfelves  for  fake  n : 
the  Queen  therefore  retired  to  Bur- 
ros with  her  counfellors,  and  the 
Ring  joined  the  fmaJl  army.    The 
Portttguefe  went  to  Madrid  ;  and 
the  Mar  Dial,  by  conduct  merely, 
without  riflcing    a   fingle  aQion, 
obliged  the  enemy  entirely  to  qui; 
Caitile,  and  wedged  in  their  army 
between  the  kingdoms  of  Valencia 
and  Arragon.    He  conducted  them 
thither  by  one  march  after  another, 
a?  a  (hepherd  leads  his  flock.     It 
may  be  faid,  that  this  campaign 
was  more  glorious  to  him  than  any 
of  the  other  he  made,  becaufe  the 
advantages  obtained  by  it,  not  hav- 
ing depended  on  an  action,  fur* 
niuied  the  opportunity  for  a  conti- 
nual difplay  of  his  talents.     He 
took  more  than  ten  thoufand  pri- 
foners,  and  by  this  campaign  pav- 
ed the  way  for  the  fecond,  render- 
ed ftill  more  illuftrious  by  the  bat- 
tle of  Almanza,  the  reduction  of 
the    kingdoms   of  Valencia  and 
Arragon,  and  the  capture  of  Le- 
rida. 

It  was  in  this  year,  1707,  that 
the  King  of  Spain  bellowed  upon 
the  Marfhal  or  Berwick  the  towns 
of  Liria  and  Xerica,  with  the  rank 
of  Grandee  of  the  fir  ft  clafs ;  which 
procured  him  a  dill  greater  efta- 
blifhment  for  his  fon  by  his  firft 
wife,  in  his  alliance  with  Dona 
Catherina  of  Portugal,  heirefs  of 
the  houfe  of  Veraguas.  The  Mar- 
shal gave  him  up  all  his  pofleffions 
in  Spain. 

At  the  fame  time  Lewis  XIV. 

?ave  him  the  government  of  the 
.imofin,   entirely  of  his  own  ac- 
cord, without  being  afked  for  it  by 
the  Duke. 
I  mud  take  this  opportunity  of 


fpeaking  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
and  I  fhall  do  it  with  the  greater 
fatisfa&ion,  as  what  J  (hall  fay  of 
him,  can  but  redound  to  his  ho- 
nour as  well  as  the  Marihal's. 

The  Duke  of  Orleins  came  to 
command  the  army.  His  evil  def- 
tiny  made  him  think  he  ihould 
have  time  to  pafs  by  Madrid.  The 
Marfhal  of  Berwick  difpatched 
meffenger  after  meffenger  to  ac- 
quaint him  that  he  mould  foon  be 
under  a  neceflity  of  giving  battle  : 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  fet  out,  and 
notwithstanding  the  utmoft  expe- 
dition^ did  not  arrive  in  time; 
There  were  not  wanting  courtiers 
who  endeavoured  to  infinuate  to 
the  Prince,  that  the  Marfhal  of 
Berwicjc  had  been  well  pleafed  to 
give  battle  without  him,  in  order 
that  he  might  deprive  the  Prince 
of  the  glory  of  it.  But  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  was  fattened,  that  he 
had  it  in  his  power  to  do  him  juf- 
tice,  which  he  very  well  knew  how 
to  do ;  and  only  complained  of  his 
ill  fortune. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans,  who 
could  not  bear  the  idea  of  returning 
without  having  done  any  thing, 
propofed  the  fiegc  of  Lerida.  The 
Marfhal  of  Berwick,  who  was  far 
from  agreeing  with  the  Duke  in 
this  point,  explained  his  reafons 
for  it  in  a  ftrong  manner ;  and  even 
propofed  to  refer  the  matter  to 
court.  The  liege  of  Lerida  was 
refolved  upon.  From  that  moment 
the  Marmal  faw  no  farther  obfta- 
cles :  he  knew,  that  though  pru- 
dence be  the  firfl  of  all  virtues  before 
an  enterprize  is  begun,  it  is  only  a 
fecondary  one  after  it  is  under- 
taken. Perhaps  had  he  been  the 
propofer  of  this  fiege,  he  would 
have  been  left  apprenenfive  of  the 
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people  appeal  to  this  code  ;  but  it 
is  not  only  compiled  in  a  very  in- 
accurate and  confufed  manner,  but 
the  magiftratcs  refufe  to  be  gover- 
ned by  it,  becaufe  it  was  publifhed 
before  the  independence  of  the  re- 
public was  confirmed.  With  re- 
fpect  to  the  feveral  laws  which  have 


fince  been  enacted  in  the  general 
aflembly ;  fome  few  of  them  in- 
deed are  printed,  and  in  the  hands 
of  the  public,  but  the  red  remain 
in  the  archives  of  the  fenate  :  for, 
there  being  no  particular  fecretary 
belonging  to  the  general  aflembly; 
all  the  laws  which  they  pafs  are 
taken  down  by  the  fecretary  to  the 
fenate  ;  fo  that  the  latter  are  the 
fole  depofitaries  of  thofe  edicts 
which  ought  to  be  laid  open  to  the 
infpection  of  the  whole  commu- 
nity. The  people  have  repeatedly 
demanded  a  precife  code  of  muni- 
cipal and  penal  laws,  fo  exprefs 
and  determinate,  that  nothing  may 
be  left  to  the  arbitrary  decinon  of 
the  magiftrate  ;  but  the  fenate  has 
always  found  means  of  evading  this 
very  reafonable  and  juft  requifi- 
tion. 

Their  code  of  civil  law  is  the 
molt  perfect  part  of  this  conftitu- 
tion  :  all  matters  concerning  com- 
merce are  well  regulated  by  it  ; 
and  private  property  fecurely  guar- 
ded. It  is  unnecefTary  to  trouble 
you  with  a  particular  detail  of  the 
fumptuary  laws ;  they  are  much 
the  fame  as  thofe  in  moil  of  the 
other  ftates  of  Swiflerland,  where 
reftrictions  of  that  kind  are  en- 
forced. But  there  is  one  law,  re- 
lating to  bankrupts,  too  fingularly 
fevere  not  to  be  mentioned.  If  a 
member  of  either  council  becomes 
a  bankrupt,  he  is  immediately  de- 
graded ;  and  from  that  moment  is 
rendered  incapable  of  holding  any 


pod  under  government,  until  hfe 
fhall  have  difcharged  all  the  jufl 
demands  of  his  creditors  :  even  his 
children  are  fubjeclcd  :o  the  fame 
difgrace  ;  and  no  citizen  can  exer- 
cife  any  public  employment  what- 
soever, while  the  debts  of  his  fa- 
ther remain  unpaid,  * 

In  this  city,  as  in  all  the  other  prin- 
cipal towns  in  Swiflerland,  a  public 
granary  is  eflablifhed.  Magazines 
of  this  kind  are  ufeful  in  all  flares, 
but  are  more  particularly  neceffary 
in  fo  populous  a  place  as  Geneva  ; 
which,  if  the  neighbouring  powers 
were  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
corn  into  the  territory  of  the  re- 
public, might  be  expofed  to  all 
the  horrors  of  a  general  famine. 
The  benefit  of  this  inflitution  has 
been  frequently  experienced  in 
times  of  fcarcity  :  and  all  authors 
who  have  publifhed  obfervations 
upon  the  government  of  Geneva, 
have  agreed  in  mentioning  it  with 
the  praifes  it  defer ves.  But  they 
have  overlooked  one  great  defect 
in  its  regulation,  and  which  is  not 
imputable  to  the  management  of 
thofe  public  granaries  which  are 
eflablifhed  in  Berne  and  Zuric. 
The  chamber  of  corn,  as  it  is  here 
called,  is  a  committee  from  the 
great  council  of  two  hundred,  em- 
powered to  fupply  the  granary  with 
that  commodity,  at  the  expence 
of  government,  This  corn  is  dried 
by  means  of  machines  well  con^ 
trived  for  that  purpofe ;  retailed 
out  to  the  inn-keepers  and  bakers  5 
a  confiderable  profit  accrues  to  go- 
vernment :  and  there  is  always,  in 
cafe  of  neceflity,  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity in  referve  to  fupport  the  inha- 
bitants during  a  year  and  a  half. 
Thus  far,  all  is  right :  but  then 
the  burden  of  this  inflitution  falls 
upon  the  poor.  For,  as  the  direc- 
tors 
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tOrs  bay  the  corn  at  the  cheapeffc 
rate ;  retail  that  part  of  it  which 
has  been  kept  the  longed;  and 
vend  it  at  an  higher. price  than  it  is 
fold  in  the  neighbouring  territo- 
ries; the  bakers  mud  confequently 
fell  their  bread  dearer,  and  not  of 
fo  good  a  quality,  as  that  which 
may  be  purchased  on  the  frontiers 
of  Savoy.  But  the  importation  of 
bread  is  ftri&ly  prohibited :  thofe 
families,  therefore,  who  can  af- 
ford it,  lay  in  a  provifion  of  co$n 
for  their  own  ufe;  while  the  poorer 
fort  fuffer,  by  being  obliged  to 
purchafe,  at  an  advanced  price^ 
their  daily  provifion  from  the  ba- 
kers. Perhaps,  however,  the  go- 
vernment is  not  fufEciently  rich  to 
put  their  granary  upon  the  fame 
footing  with  thofe  of  Berne  and 
Zuric,  by  facri£cing  the  profit  a- 
riling  from  the  chamber  of  corn. 

The  town  is  ftrongly  fortified  on 
the  fide  of  Savoy;  aud  a  garrifon 
of  about  nine  hundred  men  con- 
ilantly  maintained  :  but  thefe  for- 
tifications, and  this  garrifon,  are 
only  fufficient  to  guard,  them  from 
any  fudden  attack  ;  they  could  not 
defend  them  long  again  it  a  regu- 
lar fiege.  The  great  fecurity  of 
the  republic  con  flits  in  its  alliance 
with  the  Swifs  cantons,  by  means 
of  Zuric  and  Berne  :  and,  as  it  is 
the  intereft  both  of  the  king  of 
France  and  the  king  of  Sardinia  to 
keep  well  with  the  Swifs,  and  to 
preferve  the  independence  of  Ge- 
neva ;  it  derives  -its  greateft  fecu- 
rity from  what,  in  fome  cafes, 
would  be  its  greateft  danger ; 
namely,  that  its  territory  borders 
upon  the  dominions  of  fuch  power- 
ful neighbours. 

This  republic  is  the  only  com- 
monwealth in  Swifierland,  that  has 
no  regular  companies  in  any  foreign 


feryice;  wifely  prohibiting  the  e&i  ' 
lifting  of  mercenaries  in  every  pftrt * 
of  its  territory. 

Reflexhns  upon  the  general  State  if  / 
the  thirteen  Swifs  Cantems.  Fr*£  \ 
the  fawn*    . 

HAVING,  in  die  courfe  of  mj> 
former  letters,  commoflic^ 
ed  to  you  fuch  obierv&rions  at  I 
was  able  to  make  daring  my  tens} 
through  Swiflerland,  concerning 
the  laws,  government,  state  of  iEr 
terature,  &c.  of  etch  c*ntott':kf  \ 
particular ;  I  will  now  rcqueft  fio«n)  . 
you  the  fame  candid  indulgence  f 
have  fo  repeatedly  experienced, 
whilft  1  lay  before  you  a  few  con- 
cluding remarks,  in  relation  to  the 
ftate  of  Swiflerland  in  general* 

There  is  no  part  of  Europe 
which  contains,  within  the  fame-  • 
extent  of  region,  fo  many  indie* 
pendent  commonwealths,  and  fuck 
a  variety  of  different  governments, 
as  are  collected  together  in  this  re- 
markable and  delightful  country  ? 
and  yet,  with  fuch  wifdom  was  CM 
Helvetic  union  compofed,  and  fo 
little  have  the  Swifs,  of  late  years, 
been  actuated  with  the  fpirit  of- 
conqueft,  that  fince  the  firm  and. 
complete  eftabliihment  of  their  g*>*v 
neral    confederacy,      they     have     - 
fcarcely  ever  had  occafion  to  em*  . 
ploy  their  arms  again  ft  a  foreign. 
enemy  ;  and  have  had  no  holme 
commotions  among  themfelves  that 
were  not  very  foon  happily  termi- 
nated.    Perhaps  there  is  not  a  si- 
milar inftance  in  antient  or  modem 
hiftory,  of  a  warlike  people,  divi- 
ded into  little  independent  repub- 
lics, clofely  bordering  upon  each 
other,  and  of  courfe  having  occa- 
fionally  interfering  interefts,  hav- 
ing 
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ing  continued,  daring  (o  long  a  dens  and  miferies  of  war;  there  is 

period,  in  an  aim  oft  uninterrupted  no  coo  coy  in  which  happinefs  and 

Jlate  of  tranquillity.     And  thus,  content   more   univerfally  prevail 

while    the    fereral    neighbouring  among  the  people.     For,  whether' 

kingdoms  hare  fufFered,  by  terns,  the  government  be  ariftocratical, 

all  the  horrors  of  internal  war,  this  democratica],  or  mixed;  abfolute 

favoured  nation  hath  enjoyed  the  or  limited ;  a  general  fpirit  of  li- 

felicity  described  by  Lucretius,  and  berry  pervades  and  a&uates  the  (e* 

looked   down  with  fecurity  upon  vera!  conftitutiont ,  ib  that  even 

the  various  teropeftj  that  have  ma-  the  oligarchical  flares  (which,  of 

ken  the  world  around  them.  all  others,  are  dually  the  moft  ry- 

Bot   the  happinefs   cf    a    long  rannical)  are  here  peculiarly  mild  ; 

peace,  has  neither  broken  the  fpi-  and  the  property  of  the  fubjeft  is 

rit,   nor  enervated  the  arm  of  this  free  rely  guarded  again  ft  every  kind 

people.     The  youth  are  diligently  of  violation. 

trained  to  all  the  martial  exercifes,  But  there  is  one  general  defect 

fach  as   running,    wreftling,  and  in    their   criminal  jurifprudence, 

ihooting  both  with  the  crofs-bow  which    prevails    throughout    this 

and    the   mufket;    a   confiderabie  country.    For,  although  the  Caro- 

s  umber  of  w el! -czfcip lined  Swifs  line  code,  as  it  is  ftyled,  or  the 

troops  are  always  employed  in  fo-  code  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the 

reign    fervices ;    and    the    whole  Vth,  forms,  in  each  of  the  repob- 

people  are  enrolled,  and  regularly  lies  the  principal  bafis  of  their  pe- 

exercifed  in  their  refpective  mili-  nal  law^,  with  particular  modifica- 

tia.     By  thefe  means  they  are  ca-  tions  and  additions  in  different  dif- 

pable,  in  cafe  it  mould  be  necef-  trids  ;  yet  much  too  great  a  lati- 

iary,  of  collecting  a  very  refpect-  tude  is  allowed  to  the  refpective 

able  body  of  forces,  which  cculd  judges,  who  are  lefs  governed  in 

sot  fail  of  proving  formidable  to  their  determinations  by  this  code, 

any  enemy  who  ihould  invade  their  or  any  other  written  law,  than  by 

country,  or  attack  their  liberties,  the  common  principles  of  juftice. 

Thus,    while  moft  of  the    other  How  far  long  experience  may  have 

ftates  upon  the  continent  are  tend-  jollified  the  prudence  of  trufting 

ing  more  and  more  towards  a  mi-  them  with  this  extraordinary  pri- 

litary  government,  SwiiTerland  a-  vilege,  I  cannot  fay  ;   but  difcre- 

lone  has  no  ftanding  armies  ;  and  tionary  powers  cf  this  kind,  are 

yet,  from  the  nature  of  its  fituation,  undoubtedly    liable   to    the   moft 

from   it?  particular  alliances,   and  alarming  abufe,  and   can    never, 

from  the  policy  of  its  internal  go-  without  the   greateft   hazard,    be 

vernment,  is  more  fecure  from  in-  committed  to  the  hands  of  the  ma- 

vafion   than  any   other  European  giftrate. 

power,  and  full  as  able  to  with-  I  cannot  forbear  reflecling,  upon 

Hand  the  greateft  force  that  can  be  this  occafion,  on  the  fuperior  wi£- 

brought  againft  it.  dom,  in    the  prefent  inftance,  as 

But  the  felicity  of  SwilTerland  well  as  in  many  others,  of  oar  own 

does  not  conlift  merely  in   being  moft  invaluable  conftitution ;  and 

peculiarly  exempted  from  the  bur-  indeed,  it  is  impoflibk  for  an  Eng- 

liftimaa 
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lifhman  to  obfervc,  in  his  travel}, 
the  govern  merits  of  other  countries, 
without  becoming  a  warmer  and 
more  affectionate'  admirer  of  his 
own.  In  England,  the  life  and 
liberty  of  the  fubjeA  does  not  de- 
pend npon  the  arbitrary  decifion 
of  his  judge,  but  is  feeured  by  cjc- 
prefs  laws,  from  which  no  magi- 
ftrate  can  depart  with  impunity. 
This  guarded  precifion,  it  is  true, 
may  occafionally,  perhaps,  be  at- 
tended with  fome  inconveniences ; 
but  they  are  overbalanced  by  ad- 
vantages of  fo  much  greater  weight 
as  to  he  fcarcely  perceptible  in  the 
fcales  of  juflice.  I  do  not  mean, 
however,  to  throw  any  imputation 


on  the  officers  of  ci 


nifier  dif- 

im  partial 


ditlion 

could  oLferve,  they  ad: 
tributive  jufttce  with  a 
and  equitable  hand. 

I  remarked,  with  peculiar  fatis- 
fadUon,  the  excellent  ftate  of  the 
prifons  throughout  this  country, 
and  the  humane  precautions  which 
the  feveral  legilhtures  have  taken 
with  refpefl  to  felons  :  a  circum- 
ftance  which  could  not  fail  of 
(biking  rac  the  more  forcibly,  as 
the  contrary  is  but  too  vifible  in 
England.  In  Swifierland,  the  cri- 
minals are  confined  in  wholefome 
and   feparate  wards  j   and  inilead 


of  languishing  long  in  prifon,  to 
the  great  injury  of  their  health,  or 
total  wafte  of  their  little  remnant 
of  money ;  they  are  almoll  immedi- 
ately brought  to  trial.  In  Eng- 
land, a  criminal,  or  one  fufpea*d 
to  be  fiich,  may  be  confined  Gx 
months  before  his  fate  fhall  be  de- 
termined :  and  if  he  happen  to  be 
proved  innocent,  and  mould  be  in 
low  circumftances ;  the  lofs  of  hia 
time,  together  with  the  ex pence* 
may  probably  oc- 
ruin  ;  while  hii 
i  lefs  danger,  by 
being  compelled  to  alTociate  with, 
a  fet  of  abandoned  wretches,  loft 
to  all  fenfe  of  fliame,  and  encou- 
raging each  other  in  their  common, 
profligacy.  How  much  is  it  to  be 
lamented,  that,  while  our  code  of 
criminal  jurifpmdence  is  in  gene- 
ral formed  upon  principles,  which 


of  the  gaol-fees 


diilinguifh  u 


vidi   hoi 


r  among 


of  Europe  ;  that  c 
courts  of  juflice  arc  thrown  open 
to  the  view  of  all  the  world  ;  and 
that  we  enjoy  the  ineliimable  an! 
almoll  peculiar  privilege  of  being 
tried  by  our  equals;  how  much 
(I  cannot  forbear  repeating)  is  it 
to  be  lamented,  that  the  fame 
equitable  and  humane  fpi  rit  mould 
be  found  wanting  in  fo  important 
an  anicle  of  our  penal  laws  *. 

One 


*  For  n  mnre  particular  account  <jf  ill"  pi-ifor.i  iii  SwifilrlanJ,  the  reader  ij 
referred  to  a  treatife  concerning  "  TttJIaU'  y'tk?  prijlus  in  Lnrf-i'id  and  WaUi+ 
"  and  an  account  ef  flint  foreign  j-rtpns,  by  John  timuitrJ,  Efq\  1777."  In 
this  treatife  (which  merits  the  attention  of t very  fiitml  to  humanity)  the  wor- 
thy author  h::'  jiro'luti-il  many  rochnKhuiy  pilots  ut  thu  ia<l  Itate  oi  the  Kiiglilfc 
prifons,  and  haw  very  inferior  they  are  10  thofe  abroad  iu  every  circumltance 
relating  to  thi:  hc:ihh  flu.]  !:.~<xl  gu  it- 111  in  cut  m  i'i.j  unhappy  p>nT,;ns  con  lined  in 
them.  And  it  cannot  but  afford  him  the  molt  fenlibk  iawfaftion  to  find,  that 
his  benevtrli.  ut  ;u;.|  palcvci  ing  labours  line  al rr.nl y  been  productive  of  lorne 
very  advantageous  regulations,  particularly  concerning  the  fees  of  pitfoners 
ivho  (hall  be  acquitted,  and  the  prevention  of  the  ^aol  difteniper.  A»  Mr.  H. 
"m  laudable  icfeauhes  through  all  the  moll  coufiJerable  priipn* 
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One  cannot  but  be  aftonifhed,  very  jail  and  pointed  obfervation 
as  well  as  concerned,  to  find,  that  of  the  admirable  Brnyere,  that  Id 
in  a  country  where  the  true  prin-  queftion  eft  une  invention  marveillatfi 
cdples  of  civil  government  are  fo  h?  tout -a- fait  fire,  pour  perdre  ten 
well  under  flood  and  To  generally  innocent  qui  a  la  complexion  foibk,  & 
adopted  at  in  Sniffer  land ,  that  the  fiuevre  nn  coupablt  qui  eft  ne  robufte  *; 
trial  by  torture  is  not  yet  abolilh-  I  cannot,  however,  but  add,  in 
ed :  for,  in  forae  particular  cafes,  juftice  to  the  Swifs,  that  zealous 
the  fufpe&ed  criminal  is  ftill  put  advocates  have  not  been  wanting 
to  the  rack.  The  inefficacy,  no  among  them  for  the  total  abolition 
ltd  than  the  inhumanity,  of  en-  of  torture:  but  arguments  ofrea- 
deavouring  to  extort  the  truth  by  (on,  and  fentiments  of  humanity, 
die  feveral  horrid  initruments  have  been  found,  even  in  this  ci- 
which  too  ingenious  cruelty  has  vilized  and  enlightened  country* 
devifed  for  that  purpofe,  has  been  to  avail  little  again  ft  inveterate 
so  often  expofed  by  the  ableft  wri-  cuftom  and  long-confirmed  prej  ti- 
ters, that  it  would  be  equally  im-  dices  f. 

pertinent  and  fuperfluous  to  trou-  Learning  is  lefs  generally  diffu- 

He  you  with  any  reflections  of  mine  fed   among  the  catholic  than  thi 

upon  the  fubjecl :  and  indeed,  the  proteftant  ftates :    but  in  both,   a 

whole  ftrength  of  the  feveral  argu-  man  of  letters  will  find  abundant 

noents  that  have  been  urged  upon  opportunities  of  gratifying  his  re- 

this  occafien,  is  coraprifed  in  the  fearches  and  improving  his  know- 

upon  the  continent,  and  intends  Submitting  the  refult  of  them  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  Parliament  ;  it  may  juftly  be  hoped,  that  he  will  be  rewarded  with  the 
happinefs  of  having  become  the  means  of  effectually  fixing  the  attention  of 
the  Britifh  Senate  upon  an  object  fo  highly  deferving  the  care  of  every  wife  and 
humane  legiflature. 

#  Cara&eres,  Vol.  ii.  p.  203, 

■f*  Criminal  juftice  is  here,  as  in  the  greateft  part  of  Europe,  adminiflered 
agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the  civil  law.  According  to  the  maxims  of  that  code* 
the  criminal's  confeflion  is  absolutely  requifite,  in  order  to  his  Suffering  capital 
punifhrnent ;  and  consequently,  all  thofe  nations  who  have  not  eftablifhed  a 
new  code  of  criminal  jurisprudence,  retain  the  life  of  torture* 

The  prefent  king  of  Pruffia,  it  is  well  known,  fet  the  example  in  Germany* 
of  abolishing  this  inhuman  practice  ;  but  few,  perhaps,  are  apprifed,  that  the 
firft  hint  of  this  reformation  was  fuggefted  to  him  by  reading  the  Hiftory  of 
England.  For,  one  of  the  principal  arguments  in  Support  of  this  method  of 
extorting  confeflion,  being  that  it  affords  the  belt  means  of  discovering  plots 
again  ft  government ;  the  Sagacious  monarch  remarked,  that  the  Britifh  annaU 
fully  confuted  the  fallacy  of  that  reafoning.  Few  kingdoms,  he  obServed,  had 
abounded  more  in  conspiracies  and  rebellions  than  England  5  and  yet,  that  the 
leaders  and  abettors  of  them  had  been  more  Successfully  traced  and  discovered; 
without  the  uSe  of  torture,  than  in  any  country  where  it  was  pra£tifed« 
"  From  thence,"  added  this  wife  politician,  Speaking  upon  the  fubjecl,  "  I 
"  faw  the  abSurdity  of  torture,  and  abolifhed  it  accordingly;*' 

The  above  anecdote,  which  I  had  from  very  refpe&able  authority,  bears  the 
moft  honourable  teftimony  to  the  efficacy  as  well  as  the  mildnefs  of  our  penal 
laws,  and  to  the  Superior  excellency  or  the  proccft  obierved  in  our  courts  of 
criminal  juftice. 

kdge". 
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ledge.  To  the  natural  philofb- 
pher,  Swiflerland  will  afford  art 
mexhauftible  fource  of  entertain- 
ment and  information,  as  well  from 
the  great  variety  of  phyfical  curi- 
tofities  fo  plentifully  fpread  over  the 
country,  as  front  the  confiderable 
number  of  oerfons  eminently  {kil- 
led in  that  feranch  of  fcience.  In- 
deed in  every  town,  and  almofl  in 
every  village,  the  curious  travel- 
ler will  meet  with  Collections  wor- 
thy of  his  attention. 

With  refpeft  to  agriculture  $ 
there  is,  perhaps,  no  country  in 
the  world  where  the  advantageous 
effe&s  of  unwearied  and  persever- 
ing induftry  are  more  remarkably 
confpicuous.  In  travelling  over 
the  mountainous  parts  of  Swifler- 
land, I  was  ft  ruck  with  admiration 
and  aflonifhmeht;  to  obferve  rocks , 
that  were  formerly  barren,  now 
planted  with  vines,  or  abounding 
in  rich  pafture;  and  to  mark  the 
traces  of  the  plough  along  the  fides 
of  precipices  fo  fteep*  that  it  muft 
be  with  great  difficulty  that  a  horfe 
could  even  mount  them.  In  a 
word,  the  inhabitants  feem  to  have 
furmounted  every  obftruclidn  which 
foil,  fituation,  and  climate,  haa 
thrown  in  their  way,  and  to  have 
fpread  fertility  Over  various  fpoti 
of  the  country  which  nature  feemed 
to  have  configned  to  everlafting 
barren nefs.  In  fine,  a  general 
Simplicity  of  manners,  an  open 
and  unafFetted  franknefs,  together 
with  an  invincible  fpirit  of  free- 
dom, mayjuftly  be  mentioned  in 
the  number  of  thofe  peculiar  qua- 
lities which  dignify  the  public  cha- 
racter of  this  people,  and  dircin- 
guim  them  with  hondur  amdng  the 
nations  of  Europe. 

Vol.  XXII. 


A  Sketch  of  an  Bifiorical  Panegyric  . 
on  the  Marjhalof  Berwick,  by  tb$    • 
frefident    Montefquieu.      From 
Memoirs  of  the  Duke  ^Berwick* 

HE  was  born  on  the  21ft  of  An* 
gull,  1670 ;  was  fon  of 
James,  Duke  of  York,  fink  King 
of  England,  and  of  Mifs  Arabella 
Churchill.  Such  indeed  was  the 
the  fate  of  this  houfe  of  Churchill  j  - 
that  it  gave  birth  to  two  men,  who 
were  deftined;  at  the  fame  timet 
each  of  them  to  make,  and  to  fupw 
port,  the  two  greateft  monarchies 
of  Europe* 

At  feven  years  of  age  he  was\ 
fent  in  jo  Prance  to  complete  hid 
it  tidies,  and  follow  his  exercMes* 
The  Duke  of  Tork  having  fuc-  - 
ceede d  to  the  crown  on  the  6th  day 
of  February,  1685,  fent  him  the 
following  year,  into  Hungary,  ana  , 
he  was  prefent  at   the  fiege   of 
Buda. 

He  paiTed  the  winter  in  Engi 
land,  where  the  King  created  him 
Duke  of  Berwick..  In  the  (pring  . 
he  returned  into  Hungary,  where  - 
the  Emperor  gave  him  the  rank  or 
Colonel  to  command  TaafPs  regi- 
ment of  Cuiraffiers:  He  ferved 
the  campaign  of  1687,  in  which*, 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain  obtained  the 
tri&ory  at  Mohatz  ;  and  on  his  re- 
turn to  Vienna,  the  Emperor  pro* 
moted  him  to  the  rank  of  Major- 
General. 

Thus  the  Duke  of  Berwick  wti 
firfl  trained  to  arm$;   tinder  tie, 
great  Duke  of  Lorrain ;  and  hii 
life,  ever  fince,  has  been  in  a  man-    . 
ner  entirely  devested  td  this  pro- 
feflion. 

*   ■  »  - 

He  returned  into  England  i 
when  the  King  gave  him  the  go- 
vernment of  Portsmouth,  and  of 
the  county  of  Southampton.    He 

0  had 
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ed  by  enlarged  principles :  he  faw 
that  he  was  no  longer  at  his  own 
difpofal  :  that  he  mull  no  longer 
regulate  his  conduct  by  that  rule 
which  was  moil  fuitable  to  his 
wifhes,  but  by  the  one  which  his 
Situation  required  :  he  was  aware 
that  he  fhould  be  cenfured,  but 
he  was  above  every  unjuft  dccifion. 
He  was  never  determined  by  popu- 
lar favour,  nor  fwayed  by  the  opi- 
nions of  thofe  who  think  only  Su- 
perficially. 

The  ancients,  who  have  treated 
of  our  duties,  do  not  place   any 

treat  difficulty  in  knowing  them, 
ut  in  chafing  between  two  duties 
which  is  preferably  to  be  pur- 
ftied.  He,  like  fate,  followed  the 
ftronger  duty.  Thefe  are  matters 
we  fhould  never  treat  of,  unlefs 
we  ate  obliged;  becaufe  nothing 
in  the  world  commands  our  re- 
fpedl  fo  much  as  an  unfortunate 
monarch.  Let  us  examine  the 
queflion;  it  confifls  in  determin- 
ing, whether  the  Prince,  had  he 
even  been  reftored,  would  have 
had  a  right  to  recall  him  ?  The 
ftrongeft  argument  that  can  be 
urged  on  this  fide  the  queflion,  is, 
that  our  country  never  abandons 
os :  but  even  this  was  not  the 
cafe ;  for  he  was  profcribed  by  his 
country,  when  he  got  him felf  na- 
turalized. Grotius,  Puffendorf, 
and  all  thofe  writers  who  have  in- 
fluenced the  opinions  of  Europe, 
decided  the  queflion,  and  declared 
to  him  that  he  was  a  Frenchman, 
and  fub}ec~t  to  the  laws  of  France. 
The  bafis  of  the  political  fyflem 
adopted  by  France,  at  that  time, 
was  peace.  How  contradictory 
would  it  have  been,  if  a  Peer  of 
the  realm,  a  Marfhal,  a  Gover- 
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nor  of  a  province,  had  difobeyed 
the  prohibition  to  quit  the  king- 
dom, that  is,  had  been  in  actual 
difobedience,  in  order  to  appear 
to  the  eyes  of  the  Englifh  alone 
as  having  not  difobeyed  !  In  fact, 
the  Marfhal  of  Berwick  was  in  a 
very  peculiar  fuuation  even  from 
his  very  dignities ;  and  it  was 
fcarce  poflible  to  difcriminate  be* 
tween  his  •  prefence  in  Scotland, 
and  a  declaration  of  war  with 
England.  France  did  not  think 
it  confident  with  her  interefl  that 
this  war  fhould  take  place,  be- 
caufe it  would  bring  on  a  war 
which  would  extend  itfelf  through- 
out Europe.  It  was  not  there- 
fore for  him,  to  take  upon  him- 
felf  the  immenfe  weight  that  fuch 
a  flep  would  draw  upon  him.  It 
may  indeed  be  faid,  that  had  he 
confulted  his  ambition  merely,  he 
could  not  have  a  flronger  one, 
than  the  reftoration  of  the  Stuarts 
to  the  Englifh  throne.  We  know 
how  much  he  loved  his  children. 
What  a  delightful  profped  for 
him,  could  he  have  forefeen  a 
third  eflablifhment  in  England ! 

Had  he  been  even  confulted 
upon  the  enterprize,  in  the  cir- 
cumflances  of  the  times,  he  would 
not  have  advifed  it:  he  thought 
that  all  thofe  kinds  of  under- 
takings were  of  the  fame  nature 
as  others,  which  ought  to  be  re*- 
gulated  by  prudence  ;  and  that  in 
fuch-  an  inflance  as  this,  the  failure 
of  an  enterprize  is  attended  with 
two-  kinds  of  ill  fuccefs ;  the  pre- 
fent  misfortune,  and  a  greater  dif- 
ficulty of  renewing  the  undertak- 
ing with  any  profpeft  of  fuccefs  in 
future. 
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It  was  neceflary  at  the  fame  time 
to  Check  the  rapidity  of  his  pro- 
grefs,  to  re-eftablifh  the  army,  to 
diffipate  factions,  and  to  conciliate 
the  minds  of  the  Irifti.  All  this 
was  effected  by  the  Duke  of  Ber- 
wick. 

In  1 69 1,  the  Duke  of  Tyrcon- 
nel  having  returned  into  Ireland, 
the  Duke  of  Berwick  went  back 
into  France,  and  attended  Lewis 
XIV.  as  volunteer,  to  thefiege  of 
Mons.  He  ferved  in  the  fame  ca- 
pacity under  Marfhal  Luxembourg, 
in  the  campaign  of  1692,  and  was 
prefent  at  the  battle  of  Steinkirk. 
The  following  year  he  was  made 
Lieutcnant-General  in  France,  and 
acquired  much  honour  at  the  battle 
of  Neerwinden,  where  he  was 
taken  prifoner.  The  reports  that 
were  circulated  upon  this  occafion, 
muft  certainly  have  originated  from 
perfons  who  had  the  higheft  idea 
of  his  fleadinefs  and  courage.  He 
continued  to  ferve  in  Flanders  un- 
der Marfhal  Luxembourg,  and 
afterwards  under  Marfhal  Ville- 
roy. 

In  1696,  he  was  fent  privately 
into  England,  to  hold  a  conference 
with  fome  Englifh  noblemen,  who 
had  refolved  to  reftore  the  King. 
He  was  charged  with  a  very  flrange 
kind  of  com  million,  which  was  to 
induce  thefe  noblemen  to  aft  a- 
gainft  common  fenfe.  He  did  not 
fucceed  ;  and  haftened  his  return 
upon  receiving  information  that 
there  was  a  plot  carrying  on  a- 
gainfl  the  perfon  of  King  William, 
becaufe  he  did  not  chufe  to  be  in- 
volved in  this  confpiracy.  I  re- 
member having  heard  him  fay, 
that  a  man  had  difcovered  him  by 
a  kind  of  family  likenefs,  and  par- 
ticularly by  the  length  of  hi*  lin- 
gers;    that  luckily  this  man  hap- 


pened to  be  a  Jacobite,  and  {aid  to 
him,  God  ble/s  you  in  all  your  under- 
takings* This  relieved  him  from 
his  embarraflment. 

The  f>uke  of  Berwick  loft,  his 
fir  ft  wife' in  the  month  of  June, 
1698.  He  had  married  her  in 
1695.^  She  was  daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Clanricard.  He  had  a  Coil 
by  her,  who  was  born  on  the  2 1  ft 
of  October,  1696. 

In  1699  he  made  a  tour  into 
Italy,  and  at  his  return  married 
Mademoifeile  de  Bulkeley,  daugh- 
ter of  Madame  de  Bulkeley,  Lady 
of  the  Bedchamber  to  the  Queen  of 
England,  and  of  M.  de  Bulkeley, 
brother  of  Lord  Bulkeley. 

After  the  death  of  Charles. IL 
King  of  Spain,  King  James  fent 
the  Duke  of  Berwick  to  Rome,  to 
congratulate  the  Pope  on  his  elec- 
tion, and  to  offer  him  his  fervjeet 
to  command  the  army  that  France 
prefTed  him  to  raife,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  maintaining  a  neutrality  in 
Italy;  and  the  Court  of  St.  Ger- 
main 3  offered  to  fend  fome  Irifh 
troops,  to  be  under  his  command* 
The  Pope  thought  the  affair  rather 
too  ferious  for  him,  and  the  Duke  * 
of  Berwick  returned. 

In  1 70 1  he  loft  the  King  his  fa- 
ther, and  in  1 702  he  ferved  in 
Flanders  under  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy and  Marfhal  Boufflers  ;  in  * 
1703,  on  his  return  from  the  cam* 
paign,  he  was  naturalized  a  fubjeft 
of  France,  with  the  con  fent  of  the 
Court  of  St.  Germains. 

In  1704,  the  King- fent  him  in- 
to Spain  at  the  head  of  eighteen, 
battalions  and  nineteen  fquadrons; 
and  upon  his  arrival  the  King;  of 
Spain  appointed  him  Captain-Ge- 
neral of  his  forces,  and  made  him 
put  his  hat  on  in  his'  prefettce. 
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The  Court  of  Spain  was  diftur- 
bed  by  intrigues.  The  govern- 
ment was  very  ill  conduced,  be- 
caufe  every  one  wifhed  to  guide 
the  reins  of  it.  Every  thing  de- 
generated into  cabals,  and  it  was 
one  of  the  principal  objects  of  his 
commiffion,  to  get  at  the  bottom  of 
them.     All  parties  endeavoured  to 

fain  him  over,  bat  he  would  not 
de  with  either  of  them  ;  and  ap- 
plying himfelf  only  to  the  fuccefs 
of  public  affairs,  he  confidered  the 
intereft  of  individuals  merely  as 
they  were  ;  he  paid  no  attention  to 
Madame  d'Oriini,  to  Orry,  to  the 
Abbe  d'Etrees,  to  the  inclinations 
of  the  Queen,  or  to  the  bias  of 
the  King  :  the  welfare  of  the  mo- 
narchy engrofled  all  his  thoughts. 

The  Duke  of  Berwick  received 
orders  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
difmi&on  of  Madame  d'Orfini. 
The  King  wrote  to  him  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms :  "  Tell  my  grand- 
**  fon,  that  he  owes  me  this  mark 
of  complaifance.  Urge  all  the 
motives  you  can  imagine  to  per- 
faade  him,  but  do  not  tell  him 
that  I  (hall  ;abandon  him,  for 
he  would  never  believe  you." 
The  King  of  Spain  con  fen  ted  to 
the  difmiflion. 

This  year,  1704,  the  Duke  of 
Berwick   faved    the   kingdom    of 
Spain  y    he  hindered   the   Portu- 
guefe  army  from  going  to  Madrid. 
His  army  was  two- thirds  weaker 
than  that  of  the  enemy  j  he  was 
conftantly   receiving  orders   frdm 
court,  one  after  another,  to  retire 
and  to  rifk  nothing.     The  Duke  of 
Berwick,  who  faw  that  Spain  was 
loft  if  he  obeyed,  would  not  dif- 
continire  toexpofe  himfelf  to  rifks, 
and  difputed  every  inch  of  ground. 
The  Portuguefe  army  retired,  and 
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the  Duke  of  Berwick  did  the  fame* 
At  the  end  of  the  campaign  he  re- 
ceived orders  to  return  into  France* 
This  was  the  efFed  of  court  in- 
trigue ;  and  he  felt  what  fo  many 
had  experienced  before,  that  to 
pleafe  at  court  is  the  greateft  ferr 
vice  a  man  can  do  ,  without  which , 
all  our  works,  to  make  ufe  of  the 
language  of  divines,  are  nothing 
more  than  dead  works. 

In  1705  the  Duke  qf  Berwick 
was  fent  to  command  in  Langue- 
doc  ;  and  the  fame  year  he  laid 
iiege  to  Nice,  and  took  it. 

In  1706  he  was  made  Marfhal  of 
France,  and  fent  into  Spain  to  take 
the  command  of  the  army  againft 
Portugal.  The  King  of  Spain  had 
raifed  the  iiege  of  Barcelona,  and 
had  been  obliged  to  return  by 
France,  and  to  re-enter  the  king- 
dom of  Spain  through  Navarre. 

I  have  obferved,  that  before  he 
quitted  Spain,  the  fir  ft  time  of  his 
ferving  there,  he  had  faved  the 
kingdom  ;  and  upon  this  occafion 
he  faved  it  a  fecond  time.  ,  I  fhall 
take  but  a  curfory  view  of  the  cir- 
cum (lances  which  it  is  the  bufinefs 
of  hi  (lory  to  record.  I  fhall  only 
fay,  that  all  was  loft  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  campaign,  and  all  re- 
covered at  the  eniof  it.  In  Ma- 
dame de  Maintenon's  Letters  to 
the  rrincefs  Orfini,  we  may  fee 
what  was  the  opinion  of  the  twa 
courts  at  that  time.  They  wifhed, 
but  they  had  no  hopes  remaining. 
The  Marfhal  of  Berwick  wanted 
the  Qtjeen  to  Join  his  army,  but 
fhe  was  prevented  by  the  advice  of 
fome  timid  perfons.  *  They  endea- 
voured to  perfuade  her  to  retire  to 
Pampeluna;-  the  Marfhal  of  Ber- 
wick made  it  appear,  that'  if  this 
ftep  were  taken,  every  thing  was 
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loft,  becaufe  the  Caftilians.  would 
then  think  themfelves  for  fake  n  : 
the  Queen  therefore  retired  to  Bur- 
gos with  her  counfellors,  and  the 
Xing  joined  the  fmall  army.  The 
Portnguefe  went  to  Madrid ;  and 
the  Marihal,  by  conduct  merely, 
without  risking  a  fingle  a&ion, 
obliged  the  enemy  entirely  to  quit 
Caitile,  and  wedged  in  their  army 
between  the  kingdoms  of  Valencia 
and  Arragon.  He  conducted  them 
thither  by  one  march  after  another, 
as  a  fliepherd  leads  his  flock.  It 
may  be  faid,  that  this  campaign 
was  more  glorious  to  him  than  any 
of  the  other  he  made,  becaufe  the 
advantages  obtained  by  it,  nothav-. 
ing  depended  on  an  action,  fur- 
nifhed  the  opportunity  for  a  cont}* 
nual  difplay  of  his  talents.  He 
took  more  than  ten  thou  fan  d  pri- 
foners,  and  by  this  campaign  pav- 
ed the  way  for  the  fecond,  render- 
ed dill  more  illuftrious  by  the  bat- 
tle of  Almanza,  the  reduction  of 
the  kingdoms  of  Valencia  and 
Arragon,  and  the  capture  of  Le- 
rida. 

It  was  in  this  year,  1707,  that 
the  King  of  Spain  beftowed  upon 
the  Marfhal  of  Berwick  the  towns 
of  Liria  and  Xerica,  with  the  rank 
of  Grandee  of  the  firft  clafs ;  which 
procured  him  a  ftill  greater  efta- 
blifhment  for  his  fon  by  his  firft 
wife,  in  his  alliance  with  Dona 
Catherina  of  Portugal,  heirefs  of 
the  houfe  of  Veraguas.  The  Marr 
fhal  gave  him  up  all  his  pofleffions 
in  Spain. 

At  the  fame  time  Lewis  XIV. 
gave  him  the  government  of  the 
Limofin,  entirely  of  his  own  ac- 
cord, without  being  afked  for  it  by 
the  Duke. 

I  mull  take  this  opportunity  of 


fpeaking  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans* 
and  I  (hall  do  it  with  the  greater 
fatisfaction,  as  what  I  (hall  fay  0/ 
him,  can  but  redound  to  his  ho- 
nour as  well  as  the  Marihal's, 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  came  to 
command  the  army.  His  evil  def? 
tiny  made  him  think  he  fliould 
have  time  to  pafs  by  Madrid.  ^ he 
Marfhal  of  Berwick  difpatcheg 
mefTenger  after  mefTenger  to  a& 
quaint  him  that  he  mould  foon  tb 
under  a  neceflity  of  giving  battle : 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  fet  out,  an| 
notwithstanding  the  utmoft  expe/r 
dition^  did  net  arrive  in  time* 
There  were  not  wanting  courtieri 
who  endeavoured  to  insinuate  to 
the  Prince,  that  the  Marlhal  of 
Berwicjc  had  been  well  pleafed  t? 
give  battle  without  him,  in  order 
that  he  might  deprive  the  Prince 
of  the  glory  of  it.  But  the  Dukt 
of  Orleans  was  fatisfied,  that  hf 
had  it  in  his  power  to  do  Kim  Tuji 
tice,  which  he  very  well  knew  ho^ 
to  do ;  and  only  complained  of  his 
ill  fortune. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans,  who 
could  not  bear  the  idea  of  returning 
without  having  done  any  thqsgp 
propofed  the  fiege  of  Lerida.  Tne 
Marfhal  of'  Berwick,  who  was  (ay 
from  agreeing  with  the  Duke  in 
this  point,  explained  his  reafons 
for  it  in  a  ftrong  manner ;  and  even) 
propofed  to  refer  the  matter  to) 
court.  The  fiege  of  Lerida  wm 
refolved  upon.  From  that  moment 
the  Marfhal  faw  no  farther  obftju 
cles :  he  knew,  that  though  pru- 
dence be  the  firft  of  all  virtues  before 
an  enterprize  is  begun,  it  is  only  a 
fecondary  one  after  it  is  under- 
taken. Perhaps  had  he  been  the 
propofer  of  this  fiege,  he  would 
have  been  left  apprehenfive  of  the 
<?  3  raifing 
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raifing  of  it.  The  Duke  of  Or- 
leans finifhed  the  campaign  with 
glory;  and thiscircumftance, which 
would  infallibly  have  bred  a  quar- 
rel between  two  men  of  an  ordi- 
nary turn  of  ir.ind,  ferved  only  to 
unite  thefe  two  more  firmly  toge- 
ther; and  I  remember  to  have  heard 
the  Marfhal  fav,  that  he  traced  the 
origin  of  the  favour  (hewed  him  by 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  from  the  cam- 
paign of  1707. 

In  1708,  the  Marfh.nl  of  Ber- 
wick, who  was  at  firft  dcfigned  to 
be  at  the  head  of  the  army  ii.  Dau- 
phiny,  was  lent  upon  the  Rhine  to 
command  under  the  Elector  of  Ba- 
varia. He  had  defeated  a  project 
of  M.  de  Chamillart,  whofe  chief 
incapacity  confifted  in  not  knowing 
his  own.  Prince  Eugene  having 
quitted  Germany  to  go  into  Flan- 
ders, the  Marfhal  of  Berwick  fol- 
lowed him.  After  the  lofs  of  the 
battle  of  Oudenarde,  the  enemy 
laid  fiege  to  Lifle  ;  and  then  the 
Marfhal  of  Berwick  joined  his  army 
to  that  of  M.  de  Vendofme.  With- 
out an  infinite  number  of  very  ex- 
traordinary events,  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  us  to  have  loft  Lifle.'  The 
Duke  de  Vendofme  was  incenfed 
againft  the  Marfhal  of  Berwick  for 
having  made  fome  difficulty  of  fer- 
ving  under  him.  From  that  pe- 
riod, the  Duke  de  Vendofme  re- 
jected every  propofal  that  came 
From  the  Marfhal  of  Berwick  ;  and 
his  foul,  in  other  refpedls  fo  great, 
was  no  longer  animated  by  any 
motive,  but  a  warm  refentment 
for  the  kind  of  affront  which  he 
imagined  he  received. 

The  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  the 
King,  conflantly  divided  between 
contradictory  propofals,  knew  not 
how  to  ad  otherwife,  than  to  ac- 
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quiefce  in  M.  de  Vendofme's  opi- 
nion. ' 

It  mull  have  happened  that  the 
King  fhould  fend  to  the  army,  in 
order  to  conciliate  the  Generals,  a 
minifter  who  was  incapable  of  dif- 
tinguifhing  :  it  muft  have  hap- 
pened, that  that  malady  of  human 
nature,  of  not  being  able  to 
bear  what  is  good,  when  it  is  done 
by  perfons  whom  we  do  not  like, 
fhould  have  taken  pofTeflion,  dur- 
ing this  whole  campaign,  of  the 
heart  and  ur.derftanding  of  M.  de 
Vendofme  :  it  muft  have  happen- 
ed, that  a  Lieutenant  General 
fhould  have  credit  enough  at  court, 
to  commit  two  blunders,  one  upon 
the  back  of  the  other,  and  which 
will  be  remembered  in  all  ages, 
his  defeat  and  his  capitulation :  it 
muft  have  happened,  that  the  fiege 
of  Bruflels  fhould  have  been  reject- 
ed at  firft,  and  afterwards  under- 
taken ;  that  it  fhould  be  determi- 
ned to  cover,  at  the  fame  time, 
both  the  Scheld  and  the  Canal, 
that  is,  to  cover  nothing.  In  a 
word,  the  caufe  in  agitation  be- 
tween thefe  two  great  men  ftiliex- 
ifts ;  the  letters  written  by  the 
King,  by  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
by  the  Duke  de  Vendofme,  by  the 
Duke  of  Berwick,  and  by  M.  de 
Chamillart,  are  alfo  (till  prefer- 
ved.  By  thefe  it  will  appear 
which  of  the  two  wanted  coolnefs, 
and  perhaps  I  might  even  venture 
to  fay,  reafon.  God  forbid  that  I 
fhould  attempt  to  call  in  queftion 
the  eminent  qualities  of  the  Duke 
de  Vendofme  !  If  the  Marfhal  of 
Berwick  were  to  return  upon  earth, 
he  would  be  forry  for  it.  But  I 
fhall  fay,  on  this  occafion,  what 
Homer  faid  of  Glaucus.  Jupiter 
deprived  Glaucus  of  his  wifdom, 
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and  he  exchanged  a  golden  (hield 
for  a  brazen  one.  This  golden 
(hield  M.  de  Vendofme  had  always 
borne  till  this  campaign,  and  he 
afterwards  recovered  it. 

In  1 709  the  Marfhal  of  Berwick 
was  fent  to  cover  the  frontiers  of 
Provence  and  Dauphiny  ;  and 
though  M.  de  Chamillart,  who  left 
every  thing  unprovided,  had  been 
removed,  he  found  neither  money, 
nor  ammunition,  nor  provifions  ; 
but  managed  fo  well,  that  he  fup- 
plied  himfelf  with  all  he  wanted. 
I  remember  having  heard  him  fay, 
that  in  his  diftreis  he  feized  upon 
a  fupply  of  money  that  was  going  - 
from  Lyons  to  the  royal  treafury  ; 
and  he  ufed  to  fay  toM.  D'Anger- 
villiers,  who  was  his  Intendant  at' 
that  time,  that  in  legal  ftriclnefs 
they  both  of  them  deferved  to  have 
been  tried.  M.  Defmarais  ex- 
claimed :  and  he  anfwered,  that  it 
was  neceffary  to  provide  fubfiftence 
for  an  army,  which  was  to  fave  the 
kingdom. 

The  Marfhal  of  Berwick  formed 
fuch  a  plan  of  defence,  that  it  was 
impoflible  to  penetrate  into  France 
on  any  fide,  becaufe  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  was  obliged  to  proceed  by 
the  arch  of  a  circle,  while  he  kept 
along  the  chord.  I  remember  when 
I  was  in  Piedmont,  that  the  officers 
who  had  ferveel  at  that  period,  al- 
ways gave  this  as  a  reafon  for  their 
not  having  been  able  to  penetrate 
into  France  ;  they  made  the  pane- 
gyric of  the  Marfhal  of  Berwick 
without  my  knowing  any  thing  of 
the  matter. 

For  this  plan  of  defence  the 
Marfhal  of  Berwick  wanted  only  a 
fmall  number  of  forces,  and  was 
enabled  to  fend  the  King  twenty 
battalions ;  which,  in  thofe  times, 


was     a     confiderable     reinforce* 
ment. 

It  would  be  very  abfurd  in  me 
to  judge  of  his  military  talents  ; 
in  other  words,  to  judge  of  what 
I  cannot  underftand.     Neverthe- 
lefs,  might  I  be  allowed  to  ven- 
ture, I  mould  fay,  that  as  every 
great  man,  befides  his  general  ca- 
pacity,   has  alfo  fome  particular 
talent  in   which   he   excels,    and 
which  conftitutes  his  diftinguifh- 
ing  quality;    fo  the    Marfhal  of 
Berwick's  particular   talent    con- 
Med  in  making  a  defensive  war,' 
in  reftoring  affairs  :that  were  def- 
perate,    and    in    being"  thorough' 
matter  of  every  refource  that  can 
fuggeft  itfelf  in  misfortune.     He 
muft  undoabtably  have  been  very' 
fenfible  of  his  powers  in  this  re- 
fped.      I  have  often  heard  him" 
fay,  that  the  thing  he  had  monV 
coveted,  during  the  whole  courfe' 
of  his  Hfe,    was  to  have  had  a  - 
good  fortrefs  to  defend. 

In  171 3  the  peace  was  figned  at 
Utrecht :  on  the  firft  of  Septem- 
ber, 1715,  the  King  died:    The1 
Duke  of  Orleans  was  Regent,  and* 
the  Marlhal  of  Berwick  was  fent  to- 
command  in.Guyenne.      Let  me' 
be  allowed  to  fay,  that  this  was  a 
great  happinefs  for  me,    fince  .it  ■ 
was    there  I  became   acquainted 
with  him* 

The  intrigues  of  Cardinal  Al- 
beroni  gave  rife  to  the  war  which 
the  Marfhal  Duke  of  Berwick  con-' 
dueled  on  the  frontiers  of  Spain. 
The  Miniftry  being  changed  upon 
the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
he  was  removed  from*  the  com- 
mand of  Guyenne.  He  divided 
his  time  between  the  Court,  Paris, 
and  his  country-houfe  of  Fitz- 
James.     This  will    give  me  an 

C  4  oppor- 
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opportunity  of  f  pea king  of  him 
as  a  private  man,  and  of  giv- 
ing his  character,  as  concifely  as 
poiTiblc. 

He  fcarce  obtained  any  favours 
which  were  not  offered  to  him : 
when  his  owo  intereft  was  con- 
cerned, it  was  always  neceffary  to 
pufh  him  on. — His  referved  and 
rather  dry  look,  which  was  fome- 
times  even  inclined  to  feverity, 
made  him  appear  at  times  as  if 
he  were  not  in  his  proper  element, 
in  our  country,  if  it  were  pofli- 
ble  that  great  fouls  and  perfonal 
merit  could  be  confined  to  any 
one  nation. 

He  knew  not  how  to  fay  thofe 
things  that  are  afually  called  pret- 
ty things.  He  was  more  efpe- 
cially  free  from  thofe  numberlefs 
errors  into  which  perfons,  who 
are  overfond  of  themfelves,  are 
continually  falling, — He  was  de- 
termined, for  the  moft  part,  by  his 
own  judgment;  and  if,  on  the 
one  hand,  he  had  not  too  high  an 
opinion,  on  the  other,  he  had  no 
diliruft  of  himfelf ;  he  confidered 
and  knew  himfelf  with  as  much 
penetration,  as  he  viewed  all  other 
objects. — No  man  ever  knew  bet- 
ter how  to  avoid  excefles,  or,  if  I 
may  venture  to  ufe  the  expreffion, 
to  keep  clear  of  the  fnares  of  vir- 
tue :  for  example,  he  was  fond  of 
the  clergy ;  he  readily  enough  ac- 
commodated himfelf  to  the  mode  ft  y 
of  their  ftation  j  but  he  could  not 
bear  to  be  governed  by  them ; 
cfpecialy  if  they  tranfgreffed  in 
the  leant  article  the  limits  of  their 
duty :  he  required  more  of  them 
than  they  would  have  required  of 
him*— It  was  impoffible  to  behold 
him,  and  not  be  in  love  with  vir- 
tue, fo  evident  was  tranquility  and 
happinefs  in  his  foul,  particularly 
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when  he  was  compared  with  other* 
who  were  agitated  by  various  pat* 
{iocs. — In  the  works  of  Plutarch, 
I  have  feen  at  a  diftance  what 
great  men  were:  in  him  I  beheld 
in  a  nearer  view  what  they  are.  I 
was  only  acquainted  with  him  in, 
private  life :  I  never  faw  the  hero, 
but  the  man  from  whom  the  hero 
iflaed. —  He  loved  his  friends: 
it  was  his  enftom  to  do  ferviccs, 
2nd  not  to  fpeak  of  them :  thus 
the  benefit  was  difpenfed  by  an 
invifible  hand. — He  had  a  great 
fund  of  religion.  No  man  ever 
followed  more  ftri&ly  thofe  laws 
of  the  gofpel,  which  are  more 
troublefome  to  men  of  the  world : 
in  a  word,  no  man  ever  pra&i  fed 
religion  fo  much,  and  talked  of  it 
fo  little. — He  never  fpoke  ill  of 
any  one;  and  at  the  fame  time 
never  beflowed  any  praife  upon 
thofe  whom  he  did  npt  think  de- 
fending of  it. — He  held  in  averfion 
thofe  controversies,,  which,  under 
pretence  of  the  glory  of  God,  are 
nothing  more  than  perfonal  dis- 
putes. He  had  learned  from  the 
misfortunes  of  the  King  his  father, 
that  we  expofe  ourfelves  to  com- 
mit great  errors,  when  we  have 
too  much  faith  even  in  per? 
fons  of  the  mo  ft  refpe&able  cha- 
racter.— When  he  was  appointed 
Commandant  in  Guyenne,  we 
were  alarmed  at  the  report  of  his 
gravity;  but  foon  after  his  arri- 
val he  was  beloved  by  every  body, 
and  there  is  no  place  where  his 
great  qualities  have  been  more  ad- 
mired. 

No  man  ever  gave  a  brighter 
example  of  the  contempt  we  ought 
to  have  for  money. — There  was  a 
Simplicity  in  all  his  expences, 
which  ought  to  have  made  him  very 
eafy  in  his  circumflances ;  for  he 
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indulged  himfelf  in  no  frivolous 
expence  ;  neverthelefs  he  was  al- 
ways in  arrears,  becaufe,  notwith- 
flanding  his  natural  cecenomy,  his 
cxpences  were  great*  In  the  go- 
vernments he  was  appointed  to, 
every  Englifh  or  Irifh  family  that 


their  father's  panegyric  better  tmjlt 
lean.  . 

*  The  Marfhai  of  Berwick  ha* 
written  his  own  Memoirs  %  m 
upon  this  occafion  I  may  repeat 
what  I  have  before  faid  in  tfcft 
Spirit  of  Laws,  of  (he  narratiye  of 


was  poor,  and  that  had  any  fort  of  Hanno.     cfbe  narrative  ofHanunf* 

connexion    with   any   one   of  his  a.  beautiful  relic  of  antiquity ;   tkfi 

houfe,  had  a  kind  of  right  to  be  fame   man  <wbo    bos  executed,    fa 

introduced  to  him;  and  it  is  re-  written.     Tbere  is.no  kind  of  ofm^ 

markable,  that  a  man  who  knew  tat  ion  in  bis  accounts'}  great  *fMK» 

how  to  maintain   fo   much  order  manders  fen  tbeir  aMtons  with  jtn± 

in  his  army,  and  (hewed  fo  much  pticityt  becaufe  they  take  mors  frii* 

judgment     in     all    his    projects,  in  <wbat  they  bony  donig  them  4ft 


fhould  lofe  all  thefe  advantageous 
talents,  when  (his  own  private  in- 
tereft  was  concerned.  . 

He  was  not  one  of  thofe  per- 
forms, who  are  fometimes  com- 
plaining of  the  authors  of  any  mis- 
fortune, and  at  other  times  flat- 
tering them  ;  when  he  had  a  caufe 
of  complaint  againfl  any  man,  he 


ipbat  tbey  banxfaid. 

The  conduct  of  great  mttt  2| 
more  liable  to  a  rigorpna  rrtnpi 
nation  than .  that  of  other  perfpos; 
every  one  takes  a  delight  in  ar- 
raigning them  before  hit  pettjc 
tribunal.  Did  npt  the ,  %omaj} 
foldiers  indulge  themielve*  ia.tlM 
aoft  bitter  mockeries  while  tfcty- 


went  directly   to  him,    and  told    followed  the  car  of  victory  ?  Tfcej 
him  his  fentiments   freely,    after    imagined  that  they  were  trium$fc<* 


which   he  faid  no  more. 

Never  was  the  date  in  which 
we  know  France  was  in  at  the 
death  of  Marfhal  Turenne,  more 
exactly  reprefented  than  at  the 
death  of  the  Duke  of  Berwick. 
I  remember  the  inftant  when  the 
news  was  brought:  the  confter- 
nation  was  general.  They  had 
both  of  them  left  deGgns  inter- 
rupted ;  both  of  them  left  an  army 
in  danger;  both  loft  their  lives  in 
a    manner  that   affects    us    more 


ing  over  the  triumpbers  themw 
felves ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  fFW, 
praife  for  the  Marfhal  of  Ber- 
wick, that  the  two  obje&kgut 
which  have  been  made,  to  hip* 
have  been  occafioned  only  by.  Ml 
attachment  to  his  duty. 

The  objection,  of  not  haying 
been  concerned  in  the  Scotch,  ex- 
pedition of  1715,  is  founded  cmkf. 
upon  confidering  the  Marfhal  a&ft 
man  who  had  no  country  of  jhkt 
own,    and  upon  the  difficulty  9(& 


than  an  ordinary  death :  both  of    perfuading  ourfeives  to  look  opojfc 
them  were  pofTefled  of  that  modeit    him  as  a  tubject  of  France.    Haw* 


merit,  which  is  fo  well  calculated 
to  call  forth  our  tendereft  affec- 
tions, and  to  excite  our  regret. 

He  left  an  affectionate  wife, 
who  pafled  the  remainder  of  her 
life  in  ibrrow  for  his  lofs  ;  and  he 
left  children,  whofc  virtue  {peaks 


ing  become  a  Frenchman,  witfc 
the  confent  of  his  firft  foveretgn, 
he  obeyed  the  orders  .  of  Lejvj* 
XIV,  and  afterwards  thofe  of, the* 
Regent  of  France.  It  became.  n©r 
ceffary  for  him  to  filence  the  dic- 
tates of  his  heart,  and  to  be  guid- 
ed 
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cd  by  enlarged  principles :  he  faw 
that  he  was  no  longer  at  his  own 
difpofal :  that  he  mufl  no  longer 
regulate  his  conduct  by  that  rule 
which  was  moil  fuitable  to  his 
wifhes,  but  by  the  one  which  his 
Situation  required  :  he  was  aware 
that  he  fhould  be  cenfured,  but 
he  was  above  every  unjuft  dccifion. 
He  was  never  determined  by  popu- 
lar favour,  nor  fwayed  by  the  opi- 
nions of  thofe  who  think  only  fu- 
perficially. 

The  ancients,  who  have  treated 
Df  our  duties,  do  not  place  any 
great  difficulty  in  knowing  them, 
but  in  chafing  between  two  duties 
which  is  preferably  to  be  pur- 
sued. He,  like  fate,  followed  the 
ftronger  duty.  Thefe  are  matters 
we  fhould  never  treat  of,  unlefs 
we  ate  obliged ;  becaufe  nothing 
in  the  world  commands  our  re- 
fjpett  fo  much  as  an  unfortunate 
monarch.  Let  us  examine  the 
qoeftion;  it  confifts  in  determin- 
ing, whether  the  Prince,  had  he 
even  been  reftored,  would  have 
had  a  right  to  recall  him?  The 
ftrongeft  argument  that  can  be 
urged  on  this  fide  the  queftion,  is, 
that  our  country  never  abandons 
us :  but  even  this  was  not  the 
cafe ;  for  he  was  profcribed  by  his 
country,  when  he  got  hicifelf  na- 
turalized. Grotius,  Puffendorf, 
and  all  thofe  writers  who  have  in- 
fluenced the  opinions  of  Europe, 
decided  the  queftion,  and  declared 
to  him  that  he  was  a  Frenchman, 
and  fubject  to  the  laws  of  France. 
The  bafis  of  the  political  fyftem 
adopted  by  France,  at  that  time, 
was  peace.  How  contradictory 
would  it  have  been,  if  a  Peer  of 
the  realm,  a  Marfhal,  a  Gover- 
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nor  of  a  province,  had  difobeyed 
the  prohibition  to  quit  the  king- 
dom, that  is,  had  been  in  actual 
difobedience,  in  order  to  appear 
to  the  eyes  of  the  Englifh  alone 
as  having  not  difobeyed  1  In  fact, 
the  Marfhal  of  Berwick  was  in  a 
very  peculiar  fituation  even  from 
his  very  dignities ;  and  it  was 
fcarce  poflible  to  discriminate  be- 
tween his  •  prefence  in  Scotland, 
and  a  declaration  of  war  with 
England.  France  did  not  think 
it  confident  with  her  in  te  re  ft  that 
this  war  fhould  take  place,  be- 
caufe it  would  bring  on  a  war 
which  would  extend  itfelf  through- 
out Europe.  It  was  not  there- 
fore for  him,  to  take  upon  him- 
felf  the  immenfe  weight  that  fuch 
a  ftep  would  draw  upon  him.  It 
may  indeed  be  faid,  that  had  he 
confulted  his  ambition  merely,  he 
could  not  have  a  ftronger  one, 
than  the  re  ft  oration  of  the  Stuarts 
to  the  Englifh  throne.  We  know 
how  much  he  loved  his  children. 
What  a  delightful  profpeel  for 
him,  could  he  have  forefeen  a 
third  eftablifhment  in  England ! 

Had  he  been  even  confulted 
upon  the  enterprize,  in  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  times,  he  would 
not  have  advifed  it:  he  thought 
that  all  thofe  kinds  of  under- 
takings were  of  the  fame  nature 
as  others,  which  ought  to  be  re» 
gulated  by  prudence  ;  and  that  in 
fuch-  an  inftance  as  this,  the  failure 
of  an  enterprize  is  attended  with 
two.  kinds  of  ill  fuccefs ;  the  pre- 
fent  misfortune,  and  a  greater  dif- 
ficulty of  renewing  the  undertak- 
ing with  any  profped  of  fuccefs  in 
future. 

Of 
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€>f  the  Metaphyfieal  Poets.    From 
JohnfonV  Life  of  Cowley. 

COWLEY,  like  other  poets 
who  have  written  with  nar- 
row views,  and  inftead  of  tracing 
intellectual  pleafure  to  its  natural 
fources  in  the  mind  of  man,  paid 
their  court  to  temporary  preju- 
dices, has  been  at  one  time  too 
much  praifed,  and  too  much  neg- 
lected at  another. 

Wit,  like  other  things  fubject 
by  their  nature  to  the  choice  of 
man,  has  its  changes  andfafhions, 
and  at  different  times  takes  dif- 
ferent forms.  About  the  begin- 
ning of  the  feventeenth  century 
appeared  a  race  of  writers  that 
may  be  termed  the  metaphyfieal 
poets ;  of  whom,  in  a  criticifm 
on  the  works  of  Cowley,  the  laft 
of  the  race,  it  is  not  improper  to 
give  fome  account. 

The  metaphyfieal  poets  were 
men  of  learning,  and  to  fhew  their 
learning  was  their  whole  endea- 
vour ;  but,  unluckily  refolving  to 
fhew  it  in  rhyme,  inftead  of  writ- 
ing poetry,  they  only  wrote  verfes, 
and  very  often  fuch  verfes  as  flood 
the  trial  of  the  finger  better  than 
of  the  ear;  for  the  modulation 
was  fo  imperfect,  that  they  were 
only  found  to  be  verfes  by  count- 
ing the  fyllables. 

If  the  father  of  criticifm  has 
rightly  denominated  poetry  ri^m 
fj.t /jLtf] t an ,  an  imitative  art,  thefe 
writers  will,  without  great  wrong, 
lofe  their  right  to  the  name  of 
poets  ;  for  they  cannot  be  faidv 
to  have  imitated  any  thing ; 
they  neither  copied  nature  nor 
life  ;  neither  painted  the  forms  of 
matter,  nor  reprefented  the  opera- 
tions of  intellect. 


Thofe  however  who  deny  them 
to  be  poets,  allow  them  fo  bd* 
wits.  Dryden  confefles  of  himfelf 
and  bis  contemporaries,  that  they 
fall  below  Donne  in  wit,  but. 
maintains  that  they  furpafs  him  m 
poetry. 

If  Wit  be  well  defcribed  by 
Pope,  as  being  "  that  which  hat 
"  been  often*  thought,  but  wa* 
ff .  never  before  fo  well  expreffed,* 
they  certainly  never*  attained,  nor 
ever  fought  it ;  for  they  endea- 
voured to  be  lingular  in  their 
thoughts,  and  were  carelefs  of 
their  diction.  But  Pope's  account 
of  wit  is  undoubtedly  erroneous  J 
he  deprefies  it  below  its  natural  . 
dignity,  and  reduces  it  front* 
ftrength  of  thought  to  happinefsof 
language.  , 

If  by  a  more  noble  and  mom 
adequate  conception  that  be  ton-# 
fidered  as  wit,  which  is  at  OMOft 
natural  and  new,  that*  which, 
though  not  obvious,  isy  upon  tta 
firft  production,  acknowledged  to 
be  juft;  if  it  be  that,  which  he. 
that  never  found  it,  wonders  hoqr 
he  miffed ;  to  wit  of  this  kind  the 
metaphyfieal  poets  have  feldom 
rifen.  Their  thoughts  are  often  new, 
but  feldom  natural ;  they  are  not 
obvious,  but  neither  are  they  juft; 
and  the  reader,  far  from  woo* 
dering  that  he  miffed  them,  wdn~  * 
ders  more  frequently  by  what  per- 
verfenefs  of  induftry*  they  were 
ever  found. 

But  Wit,  abftracted  from  its, eft* 
fects  upon  the  hearer,  may  be 
more  rigoroufly  and  philofophi- 
cally  confidered  as  a  land  of  cm- 
cordia  difcors  ;  a  combination  of 
diffimilar  images,  or  difcovery  -of 
occult  refemblances  in  things  ap- 
parently  unlike.     Of  wit,    that 

defined, 
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defined,  they  have  more  than 
enough.  The  moil  heterogeneous 
ideas  are  yoked  by  violence  to- 
gether; nature  and  art  are  ran- 
iacked  for  illustrations,  compari- 
sons, and  alluSiOns ;  their  learn- 
ing inftrudts,  and  their  fubtilty 
furprifes ;  but  the  reader  com- 
monly thinks  his  improvement 
dearly  bought,  and  though  he 
fometimes  admires  is  feldom  pleaf- 
ed. 

From  this  account  of  their  com- 
positions it  will  be  readily  in- 
ferred, that  they  were  not  fuccefs- 
ful  in  reprefenting  or  moving  the 
affections.  As  they  were  wholly 
employed  on  Something  unexpect- 
ed and  furpriiing,  they  had  no  re- 
gard to  that  uniformity  of  fenti- 
ment  which  enables  us  to  con- 
ceive and  to  excite  the  pains  and 
the  pleafure  of  other  minds  :  they 
never  enquired  what,  on  any  oc- 
casion, they  Should  have  faid  or 
done;  but  wrote  rather  as  be- 
holders than  partakers  of  human 
nature;  as  Beings  looking  upon 
good  and  evil,  impaflive  and  at 
leifure ;  as  Epicurean  deities  mak- 
ing remarks  on  the  actions  of 
men,  and  the  viciffitudes  of  life, 
without  intereft  and  withoat  emo- 
tion. Their  courtihip  was  void  of 
fbndnefs,  and  their  lamentation  of 
fbrrovv.  Their  wiSh  was  only  to 
Say  what  they  hoped  had  been  ne- 
ver faid  before. 

Nor  was  the  fublime  more 
within  their  reach  than  the  pathe- 
tick;  for  they  never  attempted 
that  comprehension  and  expanfe 
of  thought  which  at  once  fills  the 
whole  mind,  and  of  which  the 
firft  effect  is  fudden  aStoniShment, 
and  the  fecond  rational  admira. 
tion.     Sublimity  is  produced  by 
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aggregation,  and  Httlenefs  by  dfe 
perfion.  Great  thoughts  are  al- 
ways general,  and  confift  in  po- 
rtions not  limited  by  exceptions, 
and  in  defcriptions  not  defend- 
ing to  minutenefs.  It  is  with 
great  propriety  that  Subtlety, 
which  in  its  original  import 
means  exility  of  particles,  is 
taken  in  its  metaphorical  mean- 
ing for  nicety  of  distinction.  Thofe 
writers  who  lay  on  the  watch  for 
novelty  could  have  little  hope  of 
greatnefs ;  for  great  things  can* 
not  have  efcaped  former  obferva- 
tion.  Their  attempts  were  al- 
ways analytick ;  they  broke  every 
image  into  fragments  ;  and  could 
no  more  reprefent,  by  their  Slen- 
der conceits  and  laboured  parti- 
cularities, the  profpects  of  nature, 
or  the  fcenes  of  life,  than  he, 
who  diSTe&s  a  fun-beam  with  a 
prifm,  can  exhibit  the  wide  efful- 
gence of  a  fummer  noon. 

What  they  wanted  however  of 
the  fublime,  they  endeavoured  to 
fupply  by  hyperbole ;  their  am- 
plification had  no  limits;  they 
left  not  only  reafon  but  fancy 
behind  them;  and  produced  com- 
binations of  confufed  magnifi- 
cence, that  not  only  could  not  be 
credited,  but  could  not  be  ima- 
gined. 

Yet  great  labour,  directed  by 
great  abilities,  is  never  wholly 
loft:  if  they  frequently  threw 
away  their  wit  upon  falfe  con- 
ceits, they  likewife  Sometimes 
Shuck  out  unexpected  truth :  if 
their  conceits  were  far-fetched, 
they  were  often  worth  the  car- 
riage. To  write  on  their  plan, 
it  was  at  leaft  neceJTary  to  read 
and  think.  No  man  could  be 
born   a    metaphyfical   poet,    nor 

aflame, 
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affume  the  dignity  of  a  writer,  by  Waller,  Denham,  Cowley,  Clevee- 

defcriptions  copied  from  defcripl  land,  and  Milttu.    Denham  and 

tions,  by  imitations  borrowed  from  Walter    fought   another    way  tt» 

imitations,  by  traditional  imagery,  fame,  by  improving  the  harmonf 

and  hereditary  fi  mi  lies,  by  readfi-  of  our  numbers.      Milton   tried 

nefs  of  rhyme,  and  volubility  of  the  metaphynxk  ftile  only  in  Ml- 

fyllables.  lines  npon  Hobfon  the  Carrier* 

In   perilling  'the  works  of  this  „  Cowley  adopted  it,  and  excelled 

race  of  authors,  the  v mind  is  exer-  his  predeceflbrs,  having  »  much: 

cifed  either  by  recollection  or  in-  fentiment,     and     more     mufick* 

quiry  ;   either  fomething  already  Suckling  neither  improved  verfifi* 

learned  is  to  be  retrieved,  or  fome-  cation,  nor  abounded  in  .conceits* 

thing  new  is  to  be  examined.     If  The    fafhionable    ftile    remained 

their   greatnefs    feldom    elevates,  chiefly   with    Cowley;   Suckling 

their  acutenefs  often  furprifes ;  if  could  not  reach  it,   and  MiltO* 

the    imagination    is    not    always  difdained  it* 
gratified,    at  leaft  the  powers   of 

reflection  and  comparifon  are  em-  ■               '     •     -s 
ployed ;  and  in  the  mais  of  mate- 
rials   which    ingenious    abfurdity  Stri/hcns  on   ParqdiJ*   Lojl,     ami 
has  thrown  together,  genuine  wit  Paradift  Regained  \  from  the  Lift 
and    ufeful     knowledge    may  be  of  Milton,    By  tie  fame. 
fometimes  found,  buried  perhaps 

in  groflnefs  of  expreffibn,  bnt  uie-  TJ  Y  the  general  content  of  etU 

ful   to  thofe  who  know  their  va-  IJ  ticks,  the  firft  praife  of  ge- 

lue ;  and  fuch  as,  when  they  are  nius  is  due  to  the  writer  of  asi 

expanded  to  perfpicuity,  and  po-  epick  poem,  as  it  requires  an  all 

lifhed  to  elegance,  may  give  luftre  femblage  of  all  the  powers  whicit 

to   works  which  have  more  pro-  are  fmgly  fufficient  for  other  com* 

priety,  though  lefs  copioufnefs  of  portions*      Poetry  is  the  art  of 

ientiment.  uniting  pleafure  with  truth,   by 

This   kind  of  writing,    which  calling  imagination   to  the  help 

was,    I   believe,    borrowed    from  of  rcafon.     Epick  poetry  under* 

Marino    and    his   followers,    had  takes  to  teach  the  mod  important  • 

been  recommended  by  the  example  truths  by  the  mod  pleafing  pre*1  . 

of  Donne,  a  man  of  very  exten-  cepts,  and  therefore  relates  feme 

five  and  various  knowledge,  and  great  event  in  the  moft  affe&ing* 

by  Jonfon,  whofe  manner  refem-  manner.    Hiftory  muft  fupply  tw 

bled  that  of  Donne  more  in  the  writer  with  the  rudiments  of  uar- 

ruggedncfs  of  his  lines  than  in  the  ration,   which  he,  muft   impfOrtr 

call  of  his  fentiments.    .  and  exalt  by  *  nobler  art,  aai* 

When  their  reputation  was  high,  mate  by  dramatick  energy,  and 

they  had  undoubtedly  more  imita-  diverfify  by  rctrofpe&ion  and  an*' 

tors,  than  time  has  left  behind,  ticipation;    morality    muft   teach' 

Their    immediate    fucceffors,    of  him  the  exad  bounds,  and  differ- 

whom  any  remembrance  can  be  Cnj  ffcades,   of  vice  and  virtue: 

(aid  to   remain,    were  Suckling,  from  policy,  and  the  practice  of 

6  lift;- 


30        ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1779. 


life,  he  has  to  learn  the  di (crimi- 
nations of  character,  and  the  ten- 
dency of  the  paffions,  either  fingle 
or  combined ;  and  phyfiology  maft 
f apply  him  with  illuftrations  and 
image.  To  pat  thefe  materials  to 
poetical  ofe,  is  required  an  ima- 
gination capable  of  painting  na- 
ture, and  realizing  fiction.  Nor  is 
he  yet  a  poet  till  he  has  attained 
the  whole  extenfion  cf  his  lan- 
guage, diflinguifhed  all  the  deli- 
cacies of  phrafe,  and  all  the  co- 
lours of  words,  and  learned  to  ad- 
juft  their  different  founds  to  all 
the  varieties  of  metrical  modula- 
tion. 

Boflu  is  of  opinion  that  the  poet's 
fkrli  work  is  to  find  a  moral,  which 
his  fable  is  afterwards  to  ill  all  rate 
and  eftablifh.  This  feems  to  have 
been  the  procefs  only  of  Milton  ; 
the  moral  of  other  poems  is  inci- 
dental and  confequent ;  in  Mil- 
ton's only  it  is  efTential  and  intrin- 
fick.  His  purpofe  was  the  moft 
ofeful  and  the  moft  arduous ;  to 
'vindicate  the  <ways  of  God  to  man  ; 
to  (hew  the  reafonablenefs  of  reli- 
gion, and  the  neceffity  of  obedi- 
ence to  the  Divine  Law. 

To  convey  this  moral  there  muft 
be  a  fable,  a  narration  artfully 
conftrudted,  fo  as  to  excite  curi- 
ofity,  and  furprife  expectation.  In 
this  part  of  his  work,  Milton  muft 
be  confefTed  to  have  equalled  every 
Other  poet.  He  has  involved  in 
his  account  of  the  Fall  of  Man  the 
events  which  preceded,  and  thofe 
that  were  to  follow  it  :  he  has  in- 
terwoven the  whole  fyftem  of  the- 
ology with  fuch  propriety,  that 
every  part  appears  to  be  necef- 
■  fary ;  and  fcarcely  any  recital  is 
wifhed  ftiorter  for  the  fake  of 
quickening  the  progrefs  of  the 
main  action. 


The  fubjectof  an  epick  poem  is 
naturally  an  event  of  great  import 
tance.  That  of  Milton  is  not  the 
deftruction  of  a  city,  the  con  do  ft 
.of  a  colony,  or  the  foundation  of 
an  empire.  His  fubject  if  the  fate 
of  worlds,  the  revolutions  of  hea- 
ven and  of  earth ;  rebellion  again  ft 
the  Supreme  King,  raifed  by  the 
higheft  order  of  created  beings  ; 
the  overthrow  of  their  hoft,  and 
the  punifnment  of  their  crime ;  the  - 
creation  of  a  new  race  of  reafon- 
able  creatures ;  their  original  hap- 
pinefs  and  innocence,  their  for- 
feiture of  immortality,  and  their 
reftoration  to  hope  and  peace. 

Great  events  can  be  haftened 
or  retarded  only  by  perfons  of 
elevated  dignity.  Before  the 
greatnefs  difplayed  in  Milton's 
poem,  all  other  greatnefs  (brinks 
away.  The  weakeft  of  his  agents 
are  the  higheft  and  nobleft  of  hu- 
man beings,  the  original  parents 
of  mankind ;  with  whofe  adtjons 
the  elements  confented ;  on  whofe 
rectitude,  or  deviation  of  will,  de- 
pended the  ftate  of  terreftrial  na- 
ture, and  the  condition  of  all  the 
future  inhabitants  of  the  globe. 

Of  the  other  agents  in  the  poem, 
the  chief  are  fuch  as  it  is  irre- 
verence to  name  on  flight  occa- 
fions.  The  reft  were  lower 
powers ; 


)f  which  the  leaft  could  wield 
Tbofe  elements,  and  arm  him  with  the 

force 
Of  all  their  regions. 

1 

— powers,  which  only  the  controul 
of  Omnipotence  reftrains  from  lay- 
ing creation  wade,  and  filling  the 
vait  expanfe  of  fpace  with  ruin  and 
confufion.  To  difplay  the  mo- 
tives and  actions  .of  beings  thus 
fuperior,  fo  far  as  human  reafon 

can 
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can  examine  them,  or  human 
imagination  reprefent  them*  is  the 
talk  which  this  mighty  poet  has 
undertaken  and  performed. 

In  the  examination  of  epick 
poems,  much  fpeculation  is  com- 
monly employed  upon  the  charac* 
ters.  The  characters  in  the  Para- 
dife  Loft9  which  admit  of  exami- 
nation, are  tbofe  of  angels  and  of 
man  ;  of  angels  good  and  evil ; 
of  man  in  his  innocent  and  iinful 
ftate. 

Among  the  angels,  the  virtue 
of  Raphael  is  mild  and  placid,  of 
eafy  condefcenfion  and  free  com- 
munication ;  that  of  Michael  is 
regal  and  lofty,  and,  as  may  feem, 
attentive  to  the  dignity  of  his  own 
nature.  Abdiel  and  Gabriel  ap- 
pear occasionally,  and  act  as  every 
incident  requires;  the  folitary  fi- 
delity of  Abdiel  is  very  amiably 
painted. 

Of  the  evil  angels  the  cha- 
racters are  more  diverfified.  To 
Satan,  as  Addifon  obferves,  fuch 
fentiments  are  given  as  fuit  the 
?noft  exalted  and  moft  depraved 
being.  Milton  has  been  cenfured, 
by  Clark,  for  thef  impiety  which 
ibmetimes  breaks  from  Satan's 
mouth.  For  there  are  thoughts, 
as  he  juftly  remarks,  which  no  ob- 
fervation  of  character  can  juftify, 
becaufe  no  good  man  would  wil- 
lingly permit  them  to  pafs,  how- 
ever tranfiently,  through  his  own 
mind.  To  make  Satan  fpeak  as 
a  rebel,  without  any  fuch  expref- 
iions  as  might  taint  the  reader's 
imagination,  was  indeed  one  of 
the  great  difficulties  in  Milton's 
undercaking,  and  I  cannot  but 
think  that  he  has  extricated  him- 
felf  with  great  happinefs.  There 
is   in   Satan'*  fpccches  little  that 


can  give  pain  to  a  pious  ear. 
The  language  of  rebellion  cannot 
be  the  fame  with  that  of  obedience*  . 
The  malignity  of  Satan  foams  ia 
haughtinefs  and  obftinacy ; .  but  hit 
expreflions  are  commonly  general, 
and  no  otherwife  offenfive  than  a$ 
they  are  wicked. 

The  other  chiefs  of  the  celeftial 
rebellion  are  very  judicioufly  dif- 
criminated  in  the  firft  and  fecond 
books ;  and  the  ferocious  character 
of  Moloch  appears,  both  ia  the 
battle  and  the  council,  with  exacY 
confifler^cy. 

To  Adam  and  to  Eve  are  given,) 
during  their  innocence,  fuch  fen- 
timents  as  innocence  can  generate 
and  utter.  Their  love  is  pure  be- 
nevolence and  mutual  veneration} 
their  repafts  are  without  v  luxury, 
and  their  diligence  without  toil. 
Their  addrefles  to.  their  Maker 
have  little  more  than  the  voice 
of  admiration  and  gratitude.  Frui- 
tion left  them  nothing  to  aik,  and 
Innocence  left  them  nothing  to 
fear. 

But  with  guilt,  enter  diftruft 
and  difcord,  mutual,  accufation, 
and  ftubborn  felf- defence ;  they 
regard  each  other  with  alienated 
minds,  and  dread  their  Creator  a* 
the  avenger  of  their  tranfgrehlon* 
At  laft  they  feek  fheiter  in  hit 
mercy,  foften  to  repentance,  and, 
melt  in  fuppiication.  Both  before 
and  after  the  fall,  the  fuperio- 
rity  of  Adam  is  diligently  fuf- 
tained. 

Of  the  prohabk  and  the  mar- 
wellous,  two  parts  of  a  yulgar  epick 
poem,  which  immerge  the  critick 
in  deep  con fi deration,  the  Para-  x 
dife  Loft  requires  little  to  be  faid. 
It  contains  the  hiftory  of  a  mira- 
cle, of  Creation  and  Redemption  ; 

it 
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it  difplays  the  power  and  the  jedcd ;  it  has  diftinclly  and  dearly 
mercy  of  the  Supreme  Being;  the  what  Ariftotle  requires,  a  begin* 
probable  therefore  is  marvellous,  ning,  a  middle,  and  an  end. 
and  the  marvellous  is  probable.  There  is  perhaps  no  poem,  of  the 
The  fubftance  of  the  narrative  is  fame  length,  from  which  fo  little 
truth;  and  as  truth  allows  no  can  be  taken  without  apparent 
choice,  it  is,  like  neceflity,  fupe-  mutilation.  Here  are  no  funeral 
rior  to  rule.  To  the  accidental  games,  nor  is  there  any  long  de- 
er adventitious  parts,  as  to  eyery  fcription  of  a  fhield.  The  fhort 
thing  human,  fome  flight  excep-  dijreffions  at  the  beginning  of  the* 
tions  may  be  made.  But  the  third,  feventh,  and  ninth  books; 
main  fabrick  is  immovably  fup-  might  doubtlefs  be  fpared;  but 
ported.  fuperfluities     fo    beautiful,     who} 

It  is  juftly  remarked  by  Addi-  would  take  away  ?   or  who  doei 

ion,  that  this  poem  has,  by  the  not  wifli  that  the  author  of  the 

nature  of  its  fubjett,  the  ad  van-  Iliad  had  gratified  fucceeding  age* 

tage  above  all  others,  that  it  is  with  a  little  knowledge  of  him-    L 

univerfally    and    perpetually   in-  felf?  Perhaps  no  paflages  are  more 

terefting.       All    mankind     will,  frequently  or  more  attentively  read 

through  all   ages,  bear  the  fame  than  thofe  extrinfick  paragraphs  j 

relation  to  Adam  and  to  Eve,  and  *nd,   fi  nee  the   end  of  poetry  i* 

muft   partake   of  that  good  and  pleafure,     that    cannot    be    un- 

cvil  which  extend  to  themfelves.  poetical     with     which     all    are" 

Of    the    machinery ,    fo    called  pleafed* 

from  GzU  d-rb  ixnx**»<»  ty  which  m  The  queftions,  whether  the  ac- 

is  meant  the  occafional  interpofi-  tion  of  the  poem  be  ftri&ly  onei 

tion  of  fupernatural  power,  ano-  whether  the  poem  can  be  properly 

ther  fertile  topick  of  critical   re-  termed  beroick,    and    who  is  the 

marks,  here  is  no  room  to  fpeak,  hero,  are  raifed  by  fuch   readers 

'becaufe  every  thing  is  done  under  as  draw  their  principles  of  judge- 

the  immediate  and  vifible  direc-  ment    rather    from     books    than 

tion  of  heaven ;  but  the  rule  is  fo  from  reafon.     Milton*  though  he 

far  obferved,  that  no  part  of  the  intituled  Paradifi  Loft  only  a  poem; 

adion  could  have  been  accomplish-  yet  calls  it   himfelf  beroivk  fong. 

ed  by  any  other  means.  Dryden,  petulantly  and  indecent- 

Of  epifodesy   I  think  there  are  ly>  denies  the  heroifm  of  Adam; 

•nly  two,  contained  in  Raphael's  becaufe   he    was   overcome ;   but 

relation  of  the  war  in  heaven,  and  there  is  no  reafon  why  the  hero 

Michael's   prophetick  account  of  mould  not  be  unfortunate,  except 

the  changes   to  happen    in    this  eftaWifhed  practice;   fince   fuccaf* 

world.     Both  are  clofely  con  nee-  and  virtue  do  not  go  neceflarity 

ted  with  the  great    action;   one  together.     Cato  is  the  hero  of  Lu- 

was    neceiTary    to    Adam     as    a  can;   but  Lucan's  authority  will 

warning,   the    other  as   a  confo-  not  be  fufFered  by  Quintilian  to 

lation.  decide.     However,   if  Puccefs    be 

To  the  cdmpleatnefs  or  integrity  neceiTary,  Adam's  deceiver  was  at 

of  the  defign  nothing  can  be  ob-  laft  crufhed;    Adam  was  rcftored 

t# 
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to  his  Maker's  favour,,  and  there- 
fore may  fecurely  refume  his,-Ku-. 
man  rank.  *'     ., 

After  the  fcheme  and  fabrick  of 
the  poem,  mufl  be  con  fide  red  its 
component   parts,   the*  fentiments" 
and  the  didlion. 

The  fentiments,  as  expreflive.  of 
manners,-  or  appropriated  to  cha- 
racters, are,  for  the  greater  part,' 
unexceptionably  juft. 

Splendid  pafiages,  containing 
Ieflbns  of  morality,  or  precepts  of 
prudence,  occur  feldom.  Soch  is. 
the  original  formation  of  this  poem, 
that,  as  it  admits  no  human  man- 
ners till  the  fall,  it  can  give  little 
afiiitance  to  human  conduct.  Its 
end  is  to  raife  the  thoughts  above 
fu b! unary  cares  or  pleafures.  Yet 
the  praife  of  that  fortitude,  with 
which  Abdiel  maintained  his  iin- 
gularity  of  virtue  againft  the  fcorn 
of  multitudes,  may  be  accommo- 
dated to  all  times;  and  Raphael's 
reproof  of  Adam's  curiofity  after 
the  planetary  motions,  with  (the 
anfwer  returned  by  Adam,,  may 
be  confidently  oppofed  to  anyjule 
of  life  which  any  poet  has  de- 
livered. 

The  thoughts  which  are  occar 
fionally  called  forth  in  the  pro- 
grefs,  are  fuch  as  could  only  be 
produced  by  an  imagination  in  the 
higheft  degree  fervid  and  active, 
to  which  materials  were  fupplied 
by  inceflant  fludy  and  unlimited 
curiofity.  The  heat  of  Milton's 
mind  might  be  faid  to  fublimate 
his  learning,  to  throw  off  into  his 
work  the  fpirit  of  fcience,".  un- 
mingled  with  its  groffer  parts ,,]].. 

He  had  confiaered  creation  in 
its  whole  extent,  and  his  delprip- 
tions  are  therefore  learned.      He 


had  accufromed  his  imagination 
to  unreftrained  indulgence,  and 
his  conceptions  .therefore  were  ex- 
tenfive!  The  cnara&eriftick  qua- 
lity of  his  poem  is  fublimity.  -  He. 
fometimes  defcends  no  the  elegant, 
but  his,  ekmentjjSjthe  great.  He 
can  occafionalfy  in  veil  l^imfelf 
with  grate ;  but  his  natural  pojt -, 
is  gigantick  loftinefs*.  He  can 
pleafe  when  pleasure-  is  required  ; 
out  it  is  his  peculiar  power  to  alio- 
nifh. 

He  fcems  to  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  his  own  genius, 
iqd  to  know  what  it  was  that 
nature  had  bellowed  upon  him 
more  bountifully  than  upon  others  ; 
the  power  of  aifplaying  the  vaft, 
illuminating  the  fplendid,  enforc- 
ing the  awful,  darkening  the 
flooroy,  and  aggravating  the 
.  readful :  „  he  therefore  chofe  a 
fiibject  on  which  too  much  could 
not  be  faid,  on  which  he  might 
(ire  his  faftc'y  without  the  cenfure 
of  extravagance. 

The  appearances  of  nature,  and 
the  occurrences  of  life,  did  not 
fatiate  his  appetite  of  greatnefs. 
To  paint  things  as  they  are,  re- 
quires a  minute  attention,  and  em- 
ploys the  memory  rather  than  the 
fancy.  Milton's  delight  was  to 
fport  in  the  wide  regions  of  poffi- 
bility ;  reality  was  a  fcene  too  nar- 
row for  his  mind.  He  fent  his 
faculties  out  upon 'difco very,  into 
worlds  where  only  imagination  can 
travel,  and  delighted  to  form  new 
modes  of  cxiflence,  and  fumifh. 
fentiment  and  a^iqn  to  fu  peri  or 
beings,  to  trace  the  cpunfels  of  hell, 
or  accompany  tfie  choirs  of  heaven. 

But  he  could  not  be  always  in, 
other  worlds, ;<» he  muft  fometimes 


Algarotti  terms  it  gigantefca  fublimita  Mikoniana. 
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rcvifit  earth,  and  tell  of  things 
viffble  and  known.  When  he  can- 
not raile  wonder  by  the  fublimity 
of  his  mind,  he  gives  delight  by 
its  fertility. 

Whatever  be  his  fubject,  he 
never  faifs  to  fill  the  imagination. 
But  his  images  and  defcnptions  of 
the  fcenes  or  operations  of  nature 
do  not  feem  to  be  always  copied 
from  original  form,  nor  to  have 
the  frefhnefs,  racin  efs,  and  ener- 
y  of  immediate,  observation.  He 
aw  nature,  as  Dry  den  exprenes 
it,  through  the  fpt&acles  of  books  ; 
and  on  inoft  occafions  calls  learn- 
ing to  his  afli fiance.  The  garden 
of  Eden  brings  to  his  mind  the 
vale  of  Enna,  where  Proferpine 
was  gathering  flowers.  Satan 
makes  his  way  through  fighting  ele- 
ments, like  Argo  between  the  Cya- 
nean  rocks,  or  Ulyffes  between  the 
two  Sicilian  whirlpools,  when  he 
fhunned  Charybdis  on  the  larboard. 
The  mythological  allufions  have 
been  iuftly  cenfured,  as  not  be- 
ing always  ufed  with  notice  of 
their  vanity;  bat  they  contribute 
variety  to  the  narration,  and  pro- 
duce an  alternate  exercife  of  the 
memory  and  the  fancy. 

His  fimilies  are  lefs  numerous, 
and  more  various/  than  thofe  of 
his  predeceflbrs.  But  he  does  not 
Confine  himfelf  within  the  limits 
of  rigorous  comparifon  :  his  great 
excellence  is  amplitude,  and  he 
expands  the  adventitious  image 
beyond  the  dimenfions  which  the 
dccafion  required.  Thus,  com- 
paring the  mield  of  Satan  to  the 
orb  of  the  Moon,  he  crowds  the 
imagination  with  the  difcovery  of 
the  telefcope,  and  all  the  won- 
ders which  the  teteftope  difco- 
vcrs. 


Of  his  moral  fentiments  it  is? 
hardly  praife  to  affirm  that  they 
excel  thofe  of  all  other  poets ;  for 
this  fnperiority  he  was  indebted  to 
his  acquaintance  with  the  facred 
writings.  The  ancient  epicfc 
poets,  wanting  the  light  of  Reve- 
lation, were  very  unflcilful  teach- 
ers of  virtue:  their  principal  cha- 
racters may  be  great,  but  they  are 
not  amiable.  The  reader  may 
rife  from  their  works  with  a  great- 
er degree  of  active  or  paflive  forti- 
tude, and  fometimes  of  prudence; 
bat  he  will  be  able  to  carry  away 
few  precepts  of  juftice,  and  none 
of  mercy. 

From  the  Italian  writers  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  advantages  of  even 
Chriftian  knowledge  may  be  pof- 
fefled  in  vain.  Ariofto's  pravity 
is  generally  known;  and  though 
the  deliverance  ofjeru/alem  may  be 
confidered  as  a  facred  fubject,  the 
poet  has  been  very  fparing  of  mo- 
ral instruction. 

In  Milton  every  line  breathes 
fanctify  of  thought,  and  purity  of 
manners,  except  when  the  train  of 
the  narration  requires  the  intro- 
duction of  the  rebellious  {pints  ; 
and  even  they  are  compelled  to 
acknowledge  their  fubjection  to 
God,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  excites 
reverence  and  confirms  piety. 

Of  human  beings  there  are  but 
two ;.  but  thofe  two  are  the  parents 
Of  mankind,  venerable  before  their 
fill  for  dignity  and  innocence, 
and  amiable  after  it  for  repentance 
and  fubmifiton.  In  their  firft  Hate 
their '  affection  is  tender  without 
weaknefs,  and  their  piety  fublime 
without  preemption.  When  they 
tave  finned,  they  fhew  how  dif- 
c*ord  begins  in  natural  frailty,  and 
how  it  ought  to  ceafe  in  mutual 

for- 


■  >  ■  «f 

.4  »  ^  * 


CHA  R  A 

forbearance;  how  caandejKe  of 
the  divine  favour  is  forfeited  :b* 
lin,  apd  how  hope  of  pardon  may 
be  obtained  by  penitence-  and 
prayer.  A  fate  of  iH000«n«  ire 
can  only  conceive,  if  indeed,  it 
our  prefect  mifery,  it  'be  pofibk 
to  conceive  it  i  bat  the  feniimewts ' 
and  worfhip  proper  to  a  fallen  anal 
offending  being,  we  have  all  to 
learn,  as  we  nave  all  to  prpelife. , 

The  poet,  whatever  be  done*  it 
always  great.  Oaf  prujfeuitors, 
in  their  firll  ftate,  convened  with 
angels  v  even  when  folly  and  fin 
had  degraded  them,  they  had  not 
in  their  humiliation  the  ptri  tf 
mean  fuiton ;  and  they  rife  again 
to  reverential  regard,  when  MB 
find  that  their  players  were  beard. 

As  human  paffions  did  no.t  enter 
the  world  before  the  fall,  there  is 
in  the  Paradifi  Ljft  little  oppor- 
tunity for  the  patheiiiclt ;  but  what 
little  there  is  has  not  been  loft. 
That  paffion  which  is  peculiar  to 
rational  nature,  the  anguifti  arifing 
from  the  confeioufnefs  of  tranf- 
greffion,  and  the  horrors  attend- 
ing the  fenfe  of  the  Divine  dif- 
pleafure,,  are  very  juftly  defcribed 
and  forcibly  iroprcfled.  But  the 
paffions  are  moved  only  on  one 
cccaiion  ;  fublimity  is  the  general 
and  prevailing  quality  in  this 
poem  ;  fublimity  varioufly  modi- 
fied, fame  time  a  descriptive,  fome- 
times  argumentative. 

The  defefis  and  faults  of  Pe- 
radi/c  Loft,  for  faults  and  defefts 
every  work  of  man  mnft  have,  it 
is  the  buiinefs  of  impartial  cri- 
ticifm  to  difcover.  As,  in  dis- 
playing the  excellence  of  Milton, 
I  have  not  made  long  quotations, 
becaufe  of  felefting  beaqties  there 
had  been  no  end,  I.  {hall  in  the 
fame  general  manner  mention  that 
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delight  m  «•****, 
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try/ 

The  generality  of  my  fcherjie 
does  not  admit  the  frequent  notice 
of  verbal  inaccuracies ;  which 
Eentley,  perhaps  better  (killed  in 
grammar  than  in  poetry,  has  of- 
ten found,  though  he  ibmetimes 
m-.de  them,  and  which'  he  im- 
puted to  the  obtrulibns  Of  a  revifer 
whom  the  author's  blindnefs  oblig- 
ed him  to  employ.  A  fuppofition 
rafti  and  groundlefs;  if  he  thought 
it  true;  and  vile  and  pernicious) 
if,  as  is  faid,  he  in  private  allowed, 
it  to  be  falfe. 

The  plan  «f  Amftt  L$  a*» 
*bii  inconveaimcc,  that  k  epm- 

E'fet  neither  h»MM  Mm  *# 
man'  manner*.  TW  KM  ■and 
woman  whs  aft  and  fwfer,  are  it 
a  ftate  which  no  other  man  or  wa* 
man  can  ever  fcnowi  The  read** 
finda  no  rxanfactio'n  in  whieh  he 
can  be  engaged  j  beholds  no  con- 
dition in  which  he  cap  by  any  .«£ 
fort  of  imagination  place  hwmetfi 
he  has,  .therefore,  little  natural 
curiofity  or  fympatbyi 

We  all,. indeed,  Jjsel  'the  ejrefti  ; 
of  Adam's  djfdbedienee ;  we  nil  . 
fin  like  Adam,  and  like-bun  m*a 
all  bewail  one  offences;  #e  hard 
reftlefs  and  infidioos  enemies  in  - 
the  fallen  angels,  and  in  the  blef- 
fed  Jpiria  we  have  guardians  and.' 
friends  j  in  the  redemption '  .of 
mankind  we  hope  to  be  included  t 
and  in  the  defcriptioaV  heaven 
and  hell  we  are  furely  intorefied,- 
as  we  are  all  to  refine  hereafter 
either  in  the  regions  of  horror  or1 
ofblifi.  ™ 
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But  thefe  truths  are  too  im- 
portant to  be  flew  ;  they  Kave  been 
taught  to  *ut  infancy  ;  they  have 
Hjingled  with  our  folitary  thoughts 
and  familiar  eohverfation,  and  aie 
■habitually  interwoven  with  the 
whole  texture  of  life.  Being  there- 
fore not  new,  they  raife  no  unac- 
cuftomed  emotion  in  the  mind ; 
what  we  knew  before  we  cannot 
learn  ;  what  is  not  unexpected  can- 
not furprife. 

Of  the  ideas  fuggefted  by  thefe 
awful  fcenesi  from  fome  we  re- 
cede wick*  reverence,  except  when 
llated  hours  require  their  aflbcia- 
tion  ;  and  from  others  we  Ihrink 
with  horror,  or  admit  them  only 
as  falutary  inflictions,  as  counter- 
poifes  to  our  intercfts  and  paffions. 
Such  images  rather  obftruct  the 
career  of  fancy  than  excite  it. 

Pleafure  and  terror  are  indeed 
the  genuine  fources  of  poetry ;  but 
poetical  pleafure  mull  be  fuch  as 
human  imagination  can  at  leail 
conceive,  and  poetical  terror  fuch 
as  human  ftrength  and  fortitude 
may  combat.  The  good  and  evil 
of  eternity  are  too  ponderous  for 
the  wings  of  wit ;  the  mind  finks 
under  them  in  pailive  helpleflhefs, 
content  with  calm  belief  and  hum- 
ble adoration. 

Known  truths,  however,  may 
take  a  different  appearance,  and 
be  conveyed  to  the  mind  by  a  new 
train  of  intermediate  images. 
This  Milton  has  undertaken,  and 
performed  with  pregnancy  and 
vigour  of  mind  peculiar  to  him- 
felf.  Whoever  confiders  the  few 
radical  politions  which  the  Scrip- 
tures afforded  him,  will  wonder 
by  what  energetick  operation  he 
expanded  them  to  fuch  extent,  and 
ramified  them  to  fo  much  variety, 
rcitrained  as  he  was  by  religious 
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reverence  from    licentioufnefs    of 
fiction. 

Here  is  a  full  difplay  of  the 
united  force  of  ftudy  and  genius  % 
of  a  great  accumulation  of  mate- 
rials, with  judgment  to  digeft, 
and  fancy  to  combine  them :  Mil- 
ton was  able  to  felect  from  na- 
ture, or  from  (lory,  from  ancient 
fable,  or  from  modern  fcience, 
wha.ever  could  illuftrate  or  adorn 
his  thoughts.  An  accumulation 
of  knowledge  impregnated  -  his 
mind,  fermented  by  ftudy,  and 
fublimed  by  imagination. 

It  has  been  therefore  faid,  with- 
out an  indecent  hyperbole,  by  one 
of  his  encomiafts,  that  in  reading 
Paradife  Loft  we  read  a  book  of 
univerfal  knowledge. 

But  original  derkience  cannot 
be  fupplied.  The  want  of  hu- 
man interell  is  always  felt.  Pa- 
radife Loft  is  one  of  the  books 
which  the  reader  admires  and  lays 
down,  and  forgets  to  take  up 
again.  Its  perufal  is  a  duty  ra- 
ther than  a  pleafure.  We  read 
Milton  for  instruction,  retire  har-, 
raffed  and  overburdened,  and  look 
el fe where  for  recreation ;  we  de- 
fert  our  mailer,  and  feek  for  com- 
panions. 

Another  inconvenience  of  Mil- 
ton's delign  is,  that  it  requires  the 
defcription  of  what  cannot  be  de- 
fer i  bed,  the  agency  of  fpirits.  He 
faw  that  immateriality  fupplied  no 
images,  and  that  he  could  not 
fhow  angels  acting  but  by  inftru- 
ments  of  action ;  he  therefore  in- 
verted them  with  form  and  mat- 
ter. This,  being  neceflary,  was 
therefore  defenfible ;  and  he  mould 
have  fecured  the  confiftency  of  his 
fyftem,  by  keeping  immateriality 
out  of  fight,  and  enticing  his  read- 
er to  drop  it  from,  his  thoughts. 
,3  But 
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But  he  has  unhappily' .perplexed  narration  of  the  war  qfheaven  fills 
his  poetry  with  his  philofophy.  it  with  incongruity  ;  fed  the  book,' 
His  infernal  and  celeftial  powers  in  which  it  is  related,  is,  .1  be-  , 
are  fometimes  pure  '(pint,"  nod  Ueve,  the-  favourite  of  aildren; 
fometimes  animated  body.  When  and  gradually  neglefKed  at'  know- 
Satan  walks  with  his  lance  upon  ledge  is  incrtftfeoV ' 
the  burning  merit,  he  has  a  body;  After  the  operation  of  immate- 
when  in  his  paifage  between  hell  rial  agents,  which  rannot  be  ex-  ' 
and  the  new  world,  he  is  in  dan-  plained,  may  be  ;'.  lerrd  that 
ger  nf  finking  in  the  vacuity,  and  of  allegorical  perfons,  which  have 
is  fupported  by  a  gull  of  riling"  var  no  reafexiftence.  To  exalt  caufes 
pours,  he  has  a  body  ;  when  he  into  agents,  to  invert  abftfaft  ideas 
animates  the  toad,  he  feenu  to  be  with  form,  and  animate  them  with 
mere  fpirit,'  that  can  penetrate  activity,  has  always  been  the  right 
matter  at  pleafure;  when  he  ftmrit  of  poetry.  But  Inch  airy  beings 
up  in  his  B>V;n  fi/upe,r  he  has  at  leaft  are,  for  the  malt  part,  differed 
a  determined  form;  and  when  he  only  to  do  their  natural  office  ;  and 
is  brought  before  Gabriel,  he  hat  retire.  Thus  Fame  tells  a  tale, 
a  fpter  and  jbiiid,  which  be  had  and  Victory  hovers  over  a  general, 
the  power  of  hiding  in  the  toad*  or  perches  on  a  ltandard  ;  but 
though  the  arms  of  the  contend-  Fame  and  Victory  can  do  no  more. 
Jug  angels  arc  evidently  material.  To  give  them  any  real  employ' 

The  vulgar  inhabitants  of  Pan-  ment^  of-afcribe  to  th'en  any  ma-- 

dxmonium    being  incorporeal  /pi-  terial    agency,   is  to  make  them 

rits,  are  at  large,   though  without  allegorical  no  longer,  but  to  mode 

number,  in  a  limited  fpace ;  yet  in  the  mind   by  afcribing  effefts  to 

the  battle,  when  they  were  over-  non-entity.     In  the  Pnnutheiu  of 

whelmed  by  mountains,  their  ar-  j£fchylus,    we  fee  Violence    and 

mour   hurt   them,  crujhtd   in   upon  Strength,     and   in    the   Alctflu    of 

their  fubfiana,  now  grown  gro/s  ijr  Euripides,    we  fee  Death  brought 

finning.     This  likeWpife  happened  upon  the  ftage,  all  as  ,a£Hve  pef- 

to   the    uncorrupte<f';'a,ngels,   who  Cons  of  the  drama ;  but  no  prece- 

were  overthrown  the  fioner  for  their  dents  can  jnitify  abfitrdlty. 
mrmt,   for  unarmed  they  might  ea/Sfy         Milton's    allegory   of  Sin    and 

as  /pints  haiit  madid  by  untrue-  Death  is  undoubtedly  faulty.     'Sin 

lion,    or   remo-ue.     Even   as  fpirit  J  is    indeed   the    mother   of  Death, 

they  are  hardly  fpiritual ;  for  con-  and   may    be    allowed    to    be   the 

tmition  and  remove  are  images  of  portrefs   of  hell ;  but  when  they 

matter;    hut  if  they   could  have  flop  the  journey  of  Satan,  a  jonr- 

i:  leaped  without  their  armour,  they  ney  defcribed  as  real,  and  when 

might  have  efcaped  from  it,  and  Death  offers  him  battle,  the  alle- 

Ieft  only  the  empty  cover  to  be  pory  is  broken.     Th*at  Sin  and 

battered.     Uriel,    when   he  rides  Death  fhould  have  Ihewn  the  way 

on  a  fun-beam,  is  material:  Satan  to  hell  might  have  been  allowed; 

is  material  when  he  is  afraid  of  but  they  car\not  facilitate  the  paf- 

theprowefs  of  Adam.  fage  by  building  a  bridge,  hecaufe    , 

The    confufion    of  fpirit    and  the  difficulty  bi  Satan's  paffage  is 

natter  which  pervades  the  whole  defcribed  as  real  and fenfible,  and. 

D  3  die 
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the  bridge  ought  to  be  only  flgur-  Dryden   remarks,    that  Milton 

ative.     The  hell    afligned   to   the  has   fome  flats  among  his  eleva- 

rebellioos  fpirits  isdefcribed  as  not  tions.     This  is  only  to  fay  that  all 

lefs   local    than    the   refidence   of  the  parts  are  not  equal.     In  every 

man.     It  is  placed  in  fome  diftant  work  one  part  mull  be  for  the  fake 


part  of  fpace,  fcpi  rated  from  the 
regions  of  harmony  and  order  by 
a  chaotick  wafle  and  an  uno.cu- 
pied  vacuity ;  but  Sin  and  Death 
worked  up  2.  mole  of  aggregated  foil, 
cemented  with  off  halt  us  ;  a  work 
too  bulky  for  ideal  architects. 
This  unfkilful  allegory  appears 


of  others  ;  a  palace  mud  Hare 
paflages  ;  a  poem  mud  have  tran- 
fhions.  It  is  no  more  to  be  re- 
quired that  wit  mould  always  be 
blazing,  than  that  the  fun  mould 
always  (land  at  noon.  In  a  great 
work  rheie  is  a  viciffitude  of  lumi- 
nous and  opake  parts,  as  there  is 


to  me  one  of  the  greatefl  faults  of    in  the  world   a  fucceffion  of  day 
the  poem  ;  and  to  this  there  was     and  night.     Milton,  when  he  has 


bo  temptation,  but  the  author '5 
opinion  of  its  beauty. 

To  the  ccnduQ  of  the  narrative 
fome  objections  may  be  made. 
Satan  is  with  great  expectation 
brought  before  Gabriel  in  Para- 
dife,  and  is  fnfFered  to  go  away 
unmolefled.  The  creation  of  man 
is  reprefented  as  the  confequence 
of  the  vacuity  left  in  heaven  by 
the  expuliion  of  the  rebels,  yet 
Satan  mentions  it  as  a  report  rife 
■in  heaven  before  his  departure. 

To  find  fentiments  for  the  ftate 
of  innocence,  was  very  difficult ; 
and  fomething  of  anticipation 
perhaps  is  now  and  then  difcover- 
ed.     Adam's  difcourfe  of  dreams 


expatiated  in  the  iky,  may  be  al- 
lowed fometiraes  to  revifit  earth  5 
for  what  other  author  ever  foare4 
fo  high,  or  fuflained  his  flight  fo 
long  ? 

Milton,  being  well  verfed  in  the 
Italian  poets,  appears  to  have  bor-  - 
rowed  often  from  them  ;  and,  as 
every  man  learns  fomething  front 
his  companions,  his  de fire  of  imi- 
tating Ariofto's  levity  has  difgra- 
ced  his  work  with  the  Paradtfe  of 
Fools ;  a  fiction   not  in  itfelf  ilf- 
imagirred,  but  too  ludicrous  for  its  ' 
place. 

His  play  Cm  words,  in  which  he 
delights  too  often  ;  his  equivoca- 
tions, which  Bentley  endeavours  to 


feems  not  to  be  the  fpeculation  of    defend  by  the  example  of  the  an- 
a  new-created  being.     1  know  not     cients ;  his    unneceffary   and   un- 


whether  his  anfwer  to  the  angel's 
reproof  for  curiofity  does  not  want 
fomething  of  propriety  :  it  is  the 
fpeech  of  a  man  acquainted  with 
many  other  men.  Some  philo- 
fophical  notions,   efpecially  when 


graceful  ufe  of  terms  pf  art,  it  is 
not  neceffary  to  mention,  becaufe 
they  are  eafily  marked  and  gene- 
rally cenfured,  and  at  laft  bear  fo 
little  proportion  to  the  whole,  that 
they  fcarcely  deferve  the  attention 


the  philofophy  is  falfe,  might  have     of  a  critick. 

been  better  omitted.     The  angel,         Such  are  the  faults  of  that  won- 


in  a  comparifon,  fpeaks  of  timorous 
far,  before  deer  were  yet  timorous, 
an£  before  Adam  could  underftand 
the  comparifon. 

5 


derful  performance,  Paradife  Loft\ 
which  he  who  can  put  in  balance 
with  its  beauties  mull  be  confider- 
ed  not  as  nice  but  as  dull,  as  lefs 


•q.H  *.■».*" 

JO.be  cenfiirail-for  want  of  candour 
than  pitied  for'waot  of  ienrjbilityV 

OfParatyt  RigaiacJ,  the  gene- 
ral judgement  fcems  now  to  be 
right,  chat  it  I-  in  many  parts  ele- 

fnt,  and  every-where  inflruaive. 
was  not  to  .be  fuppofed  that  the 
writer  of  Pqrattife  Left  could  ever 
write  without  gr?at  effufions  of 
fancy,  and  e*alt<J  precepts  of 
wijdnm.  _  The  bags  of  /VwW/r 
Regained  is  narrow  ;  a  di;.rogue 
witnoui  action  on  never  pie  aft 
like  an  union  of  th.<"  narrative,  and 
dranutick  pew  ti„d  this  poeai 

been  written  nit  by  Milton,  but 
by  fome  iutitaior,  it  would  have 
claimed  and  received  univerfal 
praife.  | 


more  fafls,  which  appear  to  flreng- 
then  my  opinion. 

In  Arabia,  very  early,  we  find 
the  women  in  high  confedera- 
tion ;  and  poffeffing  privileges 
hardly  inferior  to  tnofe  which 
they  enjoy  in  themoft  enlightened 
countries  of  Europe.  They  had  a 
r*ght,  by  the  laws,  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  independent  property,  by 
inheritance,  by  gift,  by  marriage- 
fettlement,  or  by  any  other  mode 
of  atquifition.  The  wife  had  a 
regular  dower,  which  (he  was  to 
eujov  in  full  riphi  alter  the'demife 
of  h::r  hulbund  :  and  ihe  had  alfo 
a  k'nd  of  pin-money,  or  para- 
phernalia, which  !he  m'?ht  difpofe 
of  in  her  lift  ume,  or  bequeath  at 


Of  the  Cufiems  and  Cberaair:  tf 
Wemtn  in  tit  Eeft.  From  Rich- 
ardluji  en  tbt  Luugnagti,  He.  ff 
F.ujhrn  Nations. 

TRAVELLERS,  in  general,' 
do  not  apfn-ai  to  have  con- 
ceived  a  jult  idea  of  the  situation 
of  Women  in  many  Eaftern  coun- 
tries. They  are,  for  the  molt  part, 
considered  by  them  as  of  fmall 
conference  in  the  ftate  :  they  a>e 
reprefented  as  mere  (laves  to  the 
paffions  of  |heL  Itrongerfex:  and, 
becaufe  the  great  men  keep  many 
beautiful  Circaffians  locked  up 
from  public  vi«w,  a  proper  djf- 
tinction  does  not  Teem  always  to 
have  been  made  between  them  and 
free-born  women.  Bat  an  atten- 
tion to  the  languages  and  cultoms 
of  Alia,  will  give  us  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  fuch  indifcriminate  ob- 
fervations  are  partial,  fuptrficL.il, 
and  inconcluiive.-  I  have,  already 
thrown  out  fome  ideas  on,  this  fub- 
jsft :  and  (hall  here  offer  a  lew 


To  tbiscon  fide  ration  and  weight, 
whi.h  property,  by  the  laws  and 
tU''oms  (if  the  Aiabiuns,  gave  to  , 
tii-  female  fex,  ;t  may  even  per- 
haps be  no  exiravagant  ibetch  of  . 
thought,  10  trace  the  fncc;fs,  if 
not  the  origin,  of  a  religion, 
which,  from  the  extenfivenefs  of 
its  operations,  may  be  considered 
as  one  of  the  greateft  events  in  the 
htltory  of  mankind.  Poverty,  as 
Cardinal  de  Retz  juilly  obferves, 
is  the  grave  of  many  a  great  de- 
fign.  And  folowin  circumfiances 
was  Mohammed,  in  the  early  part 
of  life,  that  had  it  not  been  for 
the  weight  and  power  which  he  de- 
rived from  his  marriage  with  a 
rich  widow,  his  enthufiafm  might,  ' 
perhaps,  have  jufl  exifted  and  ex- 
pired with  himfttf.  His  father 
Abdalh.h  was  a  younger  fon  of 
Abdollmotalleb,  chief  of  the  Ko- 
reiih  tribe;  but,  dying  young,  he 
left  Mohammed  and  his  mother, 
for  all  their  eftate,  only  five'  ca- 
mel*   and    li'  Ethiopian    Have. 

D  4  ■  ';  When. 
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When  he  arrived  at  man's  eftate, 
his  fortune  was,  of  confequence, 
fo  humble,  that  he  was  recom- 
mended by  his  uncle  as  factor  to 
the  widow  Khadijah ;  who  carried 
on  an  extenfive  trade  with  Syria 
and  other  countries.  This  lady 
was  of  a  noble  family,  and  of  the 
fame  tribe.  She  had  been  twice 
married  :  me  had  been  largely  left 
by  both  hufbands :  and  had  im- 
proved the  whole  by  commerce. 
Her  young  factor  was  efteemed  the 
handfomeft  man  of  his  age  :  his 
genius  was  quick  :  and  his  addrefs 
mfinuating.  She  made  him  her 
third  hufband  ;  and,  with  her 
hand,  fhe  gave  him  the  difpofal 
of  her  fortune.  Being  a  man  of 
birth,  this  raifed  him  at  once, 
from  a  menial  ftation,  to  a  level 
with  the  firft  nobles  of  Arabia; 
and  gave  him  confequence,  inde- 
pendence, and  leifure,  fufficient  to 
prepare  the  plans  for  his  future 
greatnefs.  It  was.  fifteen  years 
after  this  marriage  before  he  pub- 
licly a/Turned  the  prophetic  charac- 
ter: and  he  then  met  with  fuch 
vigorous  opposition,  particularly 
from  the  leading  men  of  his  own 
tribe,  that,  nearly  crufhed  as  he 
often  was,  he  muft  probably  have 
been  quite  overwhelmed  ;  had  not 
his  riches,  by  increafing  his  power, 
his  importance,  and  his  proielytes, 
furnifhed  him  with  refources  to 
overcome  difficulties  ;  which  might 
otherwife  have  baffled  all  the  vi- 
gour of  his  genius. 

The  Prophet,  at  his  death,  left 
many  widows :  four  of  whom, 
whilft  they  lived,  had  confiderable 
weight  in  the  councils  of  the  Arabs. 
But  the  influence  of  Ayefha,  whom 
they  dignified  with  the  title  of  Mo- 
ther of  the  Faithful,  was  almoft  un- 
bpunded.     AH,  as  fon-in-law  and 


coufin-german  to  Mohammed,  was 
generally  confidered  as  his  fuccef- 
for :  but  he  had  incurred  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  Ayefha,  whom  he  had 
once,  with  many  others,  accufed 
of  incontinence :  and  (he  never 
forgave  him.  Her  father  Abube- 
Jcer  owed  his  elevation  to  the  Kha- 
lifat chiefly  to  her  addrefs.  Upon 
his  deceafe,  fhe  fupported  Omar. 
She  was  chief  confpirator  againft 
Othman,  the  fucceflbr  of  Omar. 
And  when  All,  at  length,  fucceed- 
ed  to  the  Khalifat,  fhe  headed  a 
formidable  rebellion  againft  him. 
She  took  Bafrah  ;  and  gave  him 
battle  near  that  place.  This  fa- 
mous  action  is  called  Tumu*  Pjamal, 
the  day  of  the  camel,  from  a  large 
white  one,  upon  which  (he  was 
mounted.  She  rode  through  the 
ranks ;  and,  to  animate  her  troops, 
fhe  drove  into  the  thickeft  of  the 
battle.  Seventy  hands,  it  is  faid, 
were  ftruck  off,  in  attempting  to 
feize  her  bridle.  And,  when  the 
legs  of  her  camel  were  at  length 
cut  off,  the  carriage  in  which  fhe 
fat  re  fern  bled  a  porcupine  x  from 
the  number  of  javelins  and  arrows 
with  which  it  was  transfixed.  The 
fuperior  generalfhip  Nof  All  pre- 
vailed; her  army,  though  more 
numerous,  was  routed ;  and  fhe 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Khalif. 
When  brought  before  him,  he  faid, 
"  What  doft  thou  think  of  the 
"  work  of  God  to  thee  ?'*  She 
anfwered,  "  Thou  haft  conquer- 
"  ed,  O  All !  be  merciful."  The 
generous  Ali  did  (how  her  mercy. 
*He  fent  her  to  Mfcdina,  attended 
by  feventy  women  in  men's  appa- 
rel ;  flrhere  fhe  was  orde#ed  to 
confine  herfelf  to  her  houfe,  and  to 
meddle  no  more  in  ftate  affairs. 
On  the  death  of  Ali,  however,  fhe 
recovered    her    influence ;     and, 

many 


C  ti'A  R  A*  G  T*  £  ft  S.  "•■         4«, 


many  year*  afterwards,  when  Mot-  havibar,  which  diitingttifted  the 

wiyah  wifhed  to  make  the  Khalifat  Arabian  women,  long  befoce  aid 

hereditary  in  his  family,  he  thought  after  Mohammed,  points  ckaely 

it  neceflary  to  fectare  her  intereft,  td  a  oonfdoufnefr  of  their  ow* 

by  a  prefent  of  bracelets  valued  at  importance :  to  which *sm  J\>hiWi| 

150,000  dinars,  near  70,0001.  flavery  and  fubje&io*  coakL  netfcr 

The   Arabian  women  of  rank  p<^blyjba^^giv«iii»rth.    >, ■..*:*- 

feem  indeed  to  have  taken  a  Very  *  NomBarteJjM  jnftafices  •  df  -th* 

a&ive  concern  both  :in  civil  ana  oaflfigacfrce  of.  Women  might  hf 

military  affairs.     At  the  battle  of  hfonght  al£>  from  P«s£a^  Tartar^ 

Ohod,  where  Mohammed  was  ttet  aad  other  Eaftern-Mconnttksv    Bit 

feated  by  the  Pagan  Meccans/  the  Intuit  again  beg  the  readerrlbm. 

referve,  we  find,  was  led  on  by  steadier;  thatf  the  lisrifrs  of,  that* 

Henda,  the  wife  of  Aba  Sofian,  dietchet Will  not  permit  mtto«fc» 

a  man  of  the  firft  ratvjc.    She  was  ter- into  details ;  vor  ta.'pn&Bt  £» 

accompanied  by. fifteeni  orher  wc*  his  attention  any  tfcin£  hat  ma*i 

men  of  diftin&ion  ;  who,  with  ma-  tratUnes.     ft   is  certain)-  ijmqsm 

fie  and  exhortations,  animated  the  other  privilms,  that  they  poffisflm 

troops.      By  their  fpirit  and  re*  thenghtof  io<^niojatO'the<hi%tsea 

proaches  they  were  repeatedly  ral-  and -often  adedar-fegeinia  Unrihi 

lied,  when  retiring   before  Mo-  th«  minority  of  their  sona.  «Toarai 

hammed :  and  by  them,  in  a  great  dolcht   and  Aasarjni  ,dokki»  da* 

meafure,  was  the  fortune  of  the  daughters  of  Xhofroa-Pimivwmi 

day  decided.  iacceffively  the  reigning  qtoen*  of 

One  of  the  moft  considerable  of  Pexfia,  amw  years  befarethe-Mo* 

the  prophet's  oppofers,  was  a  lady  hammedan  conauefh— About  th# 

called  Forka ;  who  feems  to  have  beginning  of  the  tenth  century, 

anfwered  exa&ly  the  defcription  of  queen  Seidet  was  regent,  during 

a  feudal  peerefs  in  the  middle  ages  the  non-age  of  her  ion,  andgoy 

of  Europe.     She  was  poffeffed  of  verned  with  much  wHilom.  Wheal 

territory,  of  a  cattle,  and  of  great  die  took  the  reins  of  government* 

riches    and    confideration.      Her  he  appointed  the 'famous  phyfijeiaa 

troops  had  checked  the  inroads  of  Avieenna  to  be  .his  .vizir*    BalL 

the  Prophet's  marauding  parties*;  public  affairs^ being fiHtnagedwitm 

and  Zeid,  one  0$  his  chief  gene-  mack  imprudence,  the  j*t}aeeft  jaat- 

rals,  was  fern  to  reduce  her  to  obe-  ther,  finding,  nciietfitseatad  >rldi 

dience.     The  defence  of  her  cattle  indignity,  retired  from  cojnjtajutdbi 

was  obttinate :  but  it  was  at  length  raifirig  an anuy,  defeated  hcjrtjbtfc 

taken   by   ttorm  :    and  the  lady,  .whom;  '*nevei^lejs,  ^axciaatd 

with   part  of  her  garrifon,   were  -to :  the  throne;  andjiajfttad, /{Oil 

killed.      Amongft  other  captives  thatftinte^ncifih  hercoatt3|)a4jl^*e 

was  Forka's  young  daughter  and  kingdom  flourifhad  wbt&ftftiiyfti: 

heirefs ;  who,  with  all  her  wealth,  tbnt  00   her  ideatft,  thcf'postfeYful 

became  the  prize  of  the  conqueror.  vSakan,:Mahsio«d  f/Kahea&av  w*}> 

Many  other  examples  might  be  ;had  <evcr  UreaiedV  a4*na4|ho<tmiteJi 

given;    but  it  may  be  fufficieht,  _tei]«ft,.attacltfdiieTdin%at»^?fat, 

for  the  prefent  fubjeel,  to  obferve  and  annexed  Per fia  fa<|iii  empire* 

in  general,  that  the  dignified  bc«  *.„*■.  zl:  *..7i*£  .:■»     ..a...  :u 

According 
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According  to  AWgazi  Khan, 
by  the  ancieit  laws  of  the  Moguls, 
m  prince  could  not  reign  rill  he  was 
thirty  years  of  age :  on  which  oe- 
cafous,  the  queen  mother  a&ed 
always  as  regent.  He  gives  an  in- 
ftance,  i  i  this  place >  of  a  princeis, 
named  AHrca,  (from  whom  Jen* 
giz  K;ian  derived  deicent)  who  go* 
verned  her  people,  for  nnny  years, 
daring  the  minority  of  her  fon. 
Turkhan  Khatun,  a  Tartar  lady, 
mother  of  Mohammed,  Sultan  of 
Kharezme,  was  a  princefs  of  un- 
common abilities,  and  had  fuch  an 
afcendancy  over  he-  for.,  thai  the, 
in  a  great  mrafure,  governed  the 
kingdom  ;  which,  before  the  in- 
▼afton  of  Jengiz  Khan,  was  con- 
£dered  as  the  mod  powerful  in  the 
Eaft  :  and  the  court  the  moil  mag- 
nificent and  polite.  Yet  ladies  of 
the  firft  diftin&ion  thought  it  not 
inconiiftent  with  the  delicacy  of 
their  fex  to  take  the  field  againft 
the  Moguls.  They  made  alfo 
many  fa  Hies  during  the  fiege  of 
the  capital ;  which  held  out,  near 
twelve  months,  againft  a  prodigi- 
ous arn^y  commanded  by  three  of 
Jengiz  Khan's  fons.  And,  when 
it  was  taken  at  laft  by  aiTault,  the 
inhabitants,  male  and  female,  re- 
tired, fighting,  from  honfe  to 
hoofe,  and  from  ft i  ret  to  ftreet  | 
till,  according  to  the  loweft  com- 
putation, above  a  hundred  thou- 
sand were  killed.  The  fpirit,  in- 
deed, of  the  Kharezmian  women, 
has  induced  fome  writers  to  confi- 
ficr  them  as  the  defendants  of  the 
ancient  Amazons. 

Vhe  Vizir  Nezam  gives  many 
$n  fiances  of  the  political  influence 
pf  the  Women  in  £aftern  Courts ; 
and  is  at  infinite  pains  to  advife 
his  fon  to  pay  to  them  the  higheft 
attention.    He  divides  the  court 


into  four  clafles,  at  the  head  of 
which  he  places  the  Women  :  and 
obferves,  that  much  of  his  fucceft 
will  depend  upon  the  manner  in 
which  he  conducts  himielf  towards 
them.  The  firft  clafs  that  claims 
your  notice,  fays  he,  are  the  prin- 
cipal  Women :  the  next,  the 
King's  Sons :  after  them,  the  great 
Omras :  and,  laft  of  all,  the  in- 
ferior Minifters.  —  Altun  TaJh, 
continues  the  Vizir,  was  the  firft 
Omra  of  the  Divan,  in  the  reign 
of  Salun  Mahmoud  of  Gheznsu 
When  the  government  of  Kharczr 
me  being  vacant,  he  foliated  the 
appointment.  As  he  was  efteemed 
the  chief  pillar  of  the  throne,  the 
court  was  furprrsed,  that  he  mould 
have  accepted  it.  And  a  friend 
begging,  oi  him  to  know,  whet 
could  induce  him  torefign  the  po- 
wer he  had  over  fo  vaft  an  empire, 
to  take  the  charge  of  a  corner : 
Altum  Talh  replied,  "  By  the 
"  God  who  created  heaven  and 
"  earth,  the  fee  ret  which  I  wall 
"  now  difclofe,to  you  J  have  not 
"  revealed  to  any  living  foul.  It 
"  was  the  enmity  of  Jem i la  Kan- 
"  dahari,  and  that  only,  which 
"  made  me  give  up  the  power  I 
"  had  over  this  great  empire, 
"  For,  many  years  have  the  affairs 
"  thereof  been  under  my  manage- 
"  ment :  and,  in  that  time,  what- 
"  ever  I  tied  fhe  unloofed ;  and 
"  whatever  I  unloofed  (he  tied. 
"  What  (he  refolved  upon  I  was 
"  incapable  of  oppofing;  and 
u  whatever  (he  oppofed  it  was  in 
"  vain  for  me  to  attempt.  Vexed 
"  with  being  continually  foiled, 
"  and  qnable  to  apply  a  remedy, 
"  the  world  appeared  dark  in  my 
"  eyes;  and  I  voluntarily  threw 
"  myfelf  into  this  retirement, 
"  where  I  tcufi  in  God  I  (hall  be 

«'  faf© 


"  fafe  from  tkeefieds  of  kcrst*    y^km^^b^^-m^i^i^om 

<<  fentorent."    We  meft  not  fap*    Jw'/amds,  .*#  iom  h*t  faty^ 

pofe,  that  this  female  *a&*eoe4    W9»^»  WoM-mM^ii^.^Tt^ 

was  thus  powerful  in  the  cpuifeof    o£;  tttp   IwidfgtttosB,  -wiirfi  Wjpne 

a  weak  or  a  diffipatpd  prince  :  for    %*IMJMI»  fc*4 jtmfawi,  jwirjiym 

Mahsnoud  was  one  of  the  greased    L  '~ *       * '    **     ""  "* 

monarchs  that  ever  reigned  : .  al» 

moft  the  whole  of  his  great  .«**» 

pire  he  had  conquered  him  reify 

and  it  was  governed  'inure  1  y  under 

his  own  infpe&km.     Jemiia  Kkn- 

dahari  appears  to  hav*  been  tfce 

firft  lady  of  the  bed-ehat*be/ to 

Mahmond's  Sultana;  and  her  rter 

fentment  agarnft  Atain  Tafhv 


being  proportioned^  4u*^a$J|C% 

to  hit-  fi*rt«Mr  ***  <*ft*n  4»  iua 
oftenta**** ;  f*r.:ki :  w^s cdbinaqr 
te  tend  tlteie  p-efoiti,  ^  4w<ff. 
(**•  before  thcuapfcaja,  with  flipaj  t 
p+otnyfrom  hia  h<Mffr*e  l^^sja|r> 
ling  <rf.  the  brMk.  ;  #**  Akhou^ 
theK  wWe  «ug&;  Imp  .*•#•  **i> 
riod,'  path***  with  a*^  ky  ***<* 
two  -camels,  horfentpr,  jervaottv 
owing  to  his  apportion  to  the  Viiitf  they  erodd  tfreqaenjtfy  ntajpeft  jyspy 
AhraeniHafian,  whom  Jhofatr**  €#$**  -ef tee* <twetKy>  tt^itt^^lf 
nized.  <*a31atitry,  at  the  fane  snore:  every -one -Jj^ATfn^-^MMli 
time,  does  not  appeal  tohave^had  thftg*  4c*,  off  witjsv  e«a*»*iitv4* 
any  concern  in  her  operations  :  -for  fcjgfjr  fl*ewy:n>as)ne>  .*  ..  ryw 
Nezam  abferves,  that,  though  fee* 
favourite  Ahmed  corresponded  with 
her  often,  they  did  mot  fpeone  ano* 
ther  perhapronce  in  twelve  months. 
Marriage  fettlements  and  -pot* 
tions  given  with  daughters,  or  fil- 
ters, appear  to  be  of  great  'anti- 
quity io  Arabia  t  for,  long  before 
Mohammed,  they  had  refined  fi> 
much  upon  them, ,  that  it  became 
common,  where  two  men  were 
obliged  to  give  great 'fortunes  with 
their  female  relations,  to  evade 
payment,  by  making  a  double 
marriage  ;  one  efpoufing  the' 
daughter  or  fitter  of  the  other ;  and 
giving  his  daughter  or  fitter  in  re- 


the  £juV  femtfodatd  *o.  Ml* 
bee**  in  «U  <m*H;  aJtindtti  witfc 

Sttuch^eitvitp  ***^p*&fcfm*h> 
AJi^frktvdtof.bothi^ies^ 
fern  bled  : .  and,  where  the  laiton* 
or  the  cranky  of  the  bridegroom, 
eriather  of  the*h*ide;  were  conA* 
de*iabie,  they  were  in  general  «eqr 
efcptafive.  The  autHtab  of,  star* 
foerof  high,  rant,  were  oftoWuV 
toglf  Splendid.  •  The  marriage ^of 
the  Khalif  Aim  anion  n  with  4a# 
daughter  of  HeiTah  Sahal,  goter- 
nor  of  Babylonia*  Iriak,  was  «{* 
tended  with  t&aoft 'incredible  <e&» 
pence.  Slave«  of  both  foxes,  wufc 
turn.  This  practice,  which  they^  other  rich  pjrefenta,  'weie  fon£  bp 
called  Sbigar,  probably  with  Ae  the  governor  <tooviery  grandee,  tib 
view  of  encouraging  alliances  a-  defrayed  fine  eatpeoce  of  thewhofte 
mong  different  tribes,  or  prevent-  court  and  of  vthe  !Uuliff?*<g«a#4ty 
ing  too  much  wealth  from  acco-  during  that  prince's  .rcsldcacit  A£ 
rnulating  in  particular  families,  Fommalutteb,  where  HtfiHi  Sahal 
Mohammed  declared  to  be,ille~  generally iived.  Tke^soads  fros* 
gal  in  the   Alcoran.-—  The.  fepa-    thence* jto  Baghdad*^  for  near u ft 


rate  property,  or  paraphernalia, 
which  the  wife  enjoyed,  foems 
to  have  been  the  produce  of  fuch 


hrandred.rmilej,  were  oorered  wUh 
'mats  of  gold  and  filver  fluff  i  aatl 
the  brtde^  Jutt#tdnii  wajjtdontes) 


v 
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with  a  thoufand  pearls  ;  each,  (if 
there  is  no  miftake  or  exaggera- 
tion) of  the  £ze  of  a  pigeon's  egg 
or  of  a  large  nut:  which  the  KhaJif 
immediately  fettled  on 'her,  as  part 
of  her  dower. 

Even  upon  ordinary  occafior.s  it 
was  cfual  to  throw  among  ft  the 
populace,  as  the  proceffion  moved 
along,  money,  fwcetm ear?,  flowers, 
and  other  articles ;  which  the  peo- 
ple catched  in  cloth;,  made  for 
fach  occa£on«,  ftretched  in  a  par- 
ticular ntanner  upon  frames.  With 
regard  to  the  money,  however, 
there  appears  ofren  to  have  been  a 
mixture  of  ceconomy,  or  rather  of 
deception  ;  which  probably  arofe 
from  the  ncceffity  of  complying 
with  a  cuftom,  that  might  be  ill 
fuited  to  the  fortunes  of  tome,  and 
to  the  avarice  of  others  :  for  we 
find,  that  it  was  not  uncommon  to 
colled  bad  money,  called  kelb,  at 
a  low  price,  to  throw  away  at  nup- 
tial proceffions. 

The  bride,  on  the  day  of  mar- 
riage, was  conducted  with  great 
ceremony  by  her  friends  to  her 
hufband's  houfe  ;  and  immediately 
on  her  arrival,  (he  made  him  a  va-  * 
riety  of  prefents  ;  cfjpecially  of 
houfhold  furniture,  with  a  fpear, 
and  a  tent.  There  fecms  to  be  a 
curious  fimilitude,  in  fomeof  thofe 
ceremonies,  to  cuftoms  which  pre- 
vailed amongft  the  old  Germans, 
before  they  left  their  fore  lis ;  as 
well  as  among  the  Gothic  nations, 
after  they  were  eftablifhed  in  their 
con  que  lis.  Tacitus  obferves,  that 
the  German  bridegrooms  and  brides 
made  each  other  reciprocal  pre- 
fents ;  and  particularly  of  arms 
and  cattle.  The  gifts  made  to 
the  Eaftern  bride  appear  like  wife 
to  have  been  upon  the  fame  prin- 
ciples   with    the  Morgengabe,    or 


Morning  giftt  which  it  was  com- 
mon for  the  European  ho  (band, 
in  the  early  and  middle  ages,  to 
prefect  to  his  wife  the  morning 
after  marriage.  And,  whilt  the 
dower,  in  both,  feems  to  have  re- 
verted, upon  the  death  of  the  wi- 
dow, to  the  kindred  of  the  hnf- 
band,  the  prefents  were  left  entirely 
at  her  own  difpofal. 

A  man,  without  the  intrrpafi- 
tion  of  the  law,  might  divorce  bis 
wife,  provided  he  paid  to  her 
whatever  dower  had  been  tyrtled 
by  the  marriage  contract:  u clefs 
he  could  prove,  to  the  fatisfactton 
of  her  afiembled  friends,  that  her 
condud  had  given  fofident  canfe 
for  the  feparation  :  in  which  cafe, 
her  fortune  and  (ettlements  were 
forfeited.  The  wife  had  alfo  the 
fame  power  of  divorce,  if  (he  dif- 
liked  her  huiband :  bat  then  (he 
relinquished  her  fettlements,  and 
returned  all  the  prefents  (he  had 
received  from  him  before  or  after 
marriage.  A  man  might  re- mar- 
ry his  divorced  wife,  even  onto 
the  third  time;  beyond  which  it 
was  unlawful.  The  form  of  re- 
pudiation was  very  concife :  the 
huiband  faying  only,  "  Get  thee 
"  gone,  I  care  not  for  thee."  Yet 
fimple  as  it  was,  they  confidered 
it  as  fo  binding,  that  if  a  couple 
lived  afterwards  together,  without 
the  ceremony  of  a  re-marriage,  it 
was  reckoned  infamous,  and  view- 
ed in  the  fame  light  as  adultery. 

Temporary  marriages  are  com* 
mon  in  many  parts  of  the  EafL 
The  Arabians  call  them  Almutab* 
The  Alcoran  fpeaks  rather  equivo- 
cally with  regard  to  them  ;  which 
has  opened  a  field  for  apich  diffe- 
rence of  opinion  among  the  Mo- 
hammedan lawyers.  About  the 
beginning  of  the  ninth   century 

they 
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they  were  interdi&ed  by  the  &ha*  itqit,  whkh . denotes  tjrofpecies  of 

lif  Almamoun :  .,  but   they  wet  marrjage*  fizniJfying  'ajjlb-  fatri4 

never  entirely  i  difcontinu©4 .; and  and  #»»*&*• ,  Marrying  a  brother's 

are  now  very  common.    They  are  widow,  if  childlefi,  is  .fBll  cuflb* 

contracted  by  a  written  indenture,  mar^f  in  feme  parti  of  Tartacy  ;* 

witnefiTed  uby  j&e  Cadhij   and  a  particularly  in  .  Ctfcaiftt.      Am 

certain  fiunjit  fouled  upon  the  wor  Abulgazi  Khan  mention*  ieve^ajf 

man,  toAbe  pajefcto  lpc^p  th/fc^  J>ruftes  who  -fc/d :rnwrie4    their 

piration  of  the  term;. when  the  ear  ftej^metnefs,  '  ^e  feems  indeed 

gagemeru  may  either  bo  renewed  ^c^nfider  it  alAthing  oicourfej 

or  finally  difiblved.    The  offsping  nand  particularly  tella jus,  that  Q&ip 

of  fuch  connexions  cannot  inhr-  Khan  married  onVof  the  widowp 

rit.                                   •  ..."*..-  of , iiis  father  Jeigisp.  Khan.    Bat 

A  fingular  .matrimonial  £P#pnv  .what  has  mo$  furprized  me,  is  to 

we  may  here  remark,  fomawhat  find  to  odd  a  cufiom  prevailing 

refembling  the  above,  prevailed  of  ;©venviii  Scotland,   to  late  as  tat 

old  in.jniany-parts  of  Europe. M$n  eleventh  century^  it.  being  men^ 
of  rank,  who  had. loft  their  wives,-  tioned  to  Lord  H*ile»in  his  AnV 

but  had  children,  to  avoid  bur-  nalsj  who  (uppofes,  that  it  might 

thening  their.. eftat$s,  might  many  have  originated  'from  avarice^  in 

low-born  women*  wbo,:  bringing  order  to  relieve  the  heir  from  t&t 

no  fortune,    were  intiried  to  no  payment  of  a  jointure.    ' 

dower.    Thefe  contra&s  (accord*  An  miUtudbn,.we  aj«  tnrormed^ 

ing  to  Baron  vonLowhen)  are  ftill  was  ihtfodotied  or  revived  among 

prevalent  in  (Germany ;  where  they  the  Moguls  and  Tartars  by  Jcngus 

are  ftiled  Left-handed  ptarriagu  :  Khan,  which  appears  to  have  been 

it  being  a  part  of  the  ceremony  founded  on  tbe.principlea  of  found 

for  the  bridegroom  to  give  his  left  political  wifdom  :    two  families, 

hand  to  the  bride.    The  children  though  all  their   children    were 

of  fuch  marriages  are  not  capable  .  dead,  being  permitted,  to  fbani  a 

of  inheriting ;   and  bear  neither  ,  matrimonial  alliance,  by  marrying 

.  the  name  nor  arms  of  the  father.  the  deceafed  fon  of  one  to  the  de-' 

We  find  in  Scripture,  that  when  ceafed  daughter  of  the  other, 
a  man  died,  leaving  no  iffue  by  Thefe  nuptials  had  often  moft  &• 
his  wife,  it  was  fometimes  incum*  ^lutary  confequences ;  hoftile  tribes- 
bent  upon  his  next  unmarried  bro-  having  been  united  bv  this  imagi- 
ther  to  efpoufe  the  widow.  A  cuf-  nary  tie,  when  all  other  means  of 
torn  fimilar  to  this,  is  not  only  pacification  had  failed.  And  they 
found  among  the  Arabians,  but  teem  even  to  have  viewed  it  with 
another  ftill  more  ftrange.  For  more  fuperftitious  veneration  than 
where  a  father  left  one  or  more  if  the  parties  had  been '  alive : 
widows,  the  fons  often  married  confiderinr  any  breach  of  treaty* 
them,  provided  they  were  not  after  this  ideal  contraft,  as  draw- 
their  own  mothers.  This  ufaee  ing  upon  themfelves  the  vengeance 
was  fuppreffed  by  Mohammed:  of  the  departed  fpirits.  The  an- 
and  it  appears,  even  before  his  dent  Peruans,  from  a  notion  that 
time,  to  have  been  marked  with  a  married  people  were  peculiarly 
degree  of  debellation:    the  word  happy  in  a  future  Eate,  nfed  often 

to 
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to  hire  pcrfons,  to  be  efpoufed  to 
fuch  of  their  relations  as  had  died 
in  celibacy. 

It  may  not  be  quite  foreign  to 
the  prefent  fubjeft,  to  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  fome  peculiarities  in 
the  drefs  of  Kafterh  women ;  as 
even  from  thence  fome  frefh  lights 
may  be  thrown  upon  the  female 
character.  In  all  countries  where 
drefs  has  arrived  at  any  degree  of 
refinement,  whatever  is  considered 
as  a  beauty  will  generally  be  imi- 
tated by  an,  where  nature  has  de^ 
jiied  her  bounty.  To  this  general 
propenfity  we  may  trace  the  origin 
of  face- pain  ting,  patches,  the  bol- 
stering of  the  petticoats,  falfe  hair, 
and  the  feathered  ornaments  of  the 
head  :  all  which  we  difcover  very 
early  in  the  Eaft.  From  the  de- 
fcription  of  Jezebel,  and  from  va- 
rious other  paffages  in  the  Old 
Teftament,  we  find,  that  face- 
painting  was  then  fafhionable  a- 
mong  women  of  rank  :  and  from 
thefe  words  of  Jeremiah,  (ch.  iv. 
30.)  "  Though  thou  rendeft  thy 
*'  face  with  painting,  in  vain  fhalt 
€<  thou  make  thyfelf  fair;"  we 
plainly 'difcover,  that  the  Jewifh 
women  had  then  carried  it  to  the 
vicious  excefs,  of  even  rending  and 
disfiguring  their  faces,  by  repeated 
and  intemperate  ufe. 

The  words  in  Arabic  and  Per- 
fian,  which  exprefs  painting  in  all 
its  liages,  are  very  numerous. 
They  paint  their  cheeks  and  alfo 
their  nails  with  red  ;  the  reft  of 
the  face,  the  neck,  and  the  arms, 
with  white  ;  and  their  eyes,  in  a 
particular  manner,  wirh  black,  to 
give  them  a  fine  luftre.  Eye- 
painting,  we  find,  was  common  in 
Ezckiel's  time,  (ch.  xxiii.  40.) 
"  Thou  didft  wafli  thyfelf,  paint- 
c<  edit  thine  eyes,   and  deckedft 


€t 


thyfelf  with  ornaments."  YhU 
particular  colours  which  the  Wo- 
men of  Paleftine  affe&ed,  are  not 
mentioned  :  but,'  among  the  Per- 
sians and  Arabians,  wc  find  not 
only  red,  black,  and  white,  but 
even  fafFron  and  other  yellow 
waflies  far  the  free*  Their  hair 
they  comb  with  great  care ;  and 
they  highly  perfume  it  with  odori- 
ferous unguents  or  pomatums* 
Tire- women  are  much  employed  r 
and  there  are  even  females,  whose 
only  bufmefs  is  to  clean,  thin,  and 
fharpen  the  teeth. 

Among  other  famions,  which 
may  poflibly  have  been  borrowed 
from  Alia,  are  ornamental  patches. 
Black  moles  on  the  face  have  been 
long  confidered  as  a  Angular  beauty 
in  the  Eaft.  We  have  only  to  loot 
into  the  Arabian  and  Pernan  poets 
for 'innumerable  inftances  of  the 
enthufiafm  with  which  they  admi- 
red this  fancied  elegance.  That 
the  ladies  would,  of  confequence, 
ufe  every  art  to  imitate  a  beauty  fo 
highly  prized,  is  extremely  natu- 
ral: and  hence,  perhaps,  arofe 
the  faihion  of  fubftituting  imprin- 
ted marks,  ,6r  patches  of  black 
filk,  to  counterfeit  nature.  Upon 
the  fame  principles  we  may  account 
for  the  number  of  words  in  the 
Arabic  and  Perfian  languages  which 
fignify  bolftering  or  quilting  of  the 
petticoats,  to  give  an  appearance 
of  that  fine  fwell  below  the  waift, 
which  thofe  people  eileem  as  one  of 
the  greateft  elegancies  of  the  fe- 
male Hi  ape.  Falfe  hair  is  alfo 
frequently  alluded  to ;  and  fea- 
thers appear  to  have  been  more 
generally  worn,  than  they  were 
even  lately  by  the  ladies  of  Eng- 
land. 

I  have  now  in  my  poffeflion  a 
valuable  eadern   manufcript,   the 

property 
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property  of  General  Carnac,  Go- 
vernor of  Bombay  ;  which  he  pur- 
chafed  wben  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Eaft  India  Company's  forces 
in  Bengal,  for  1000  rupees  (125].) 
It  contains  extracts  from  the  fin  eft 
authors,  efpeciaUy  Perfians  :  fome 
of  which  are  ornamented   in  the 
Eaflern  manner,  with  drawings  of 
the  heroes  and  heroines  of  their 
poems.     Some  of  the  faces  have 
considerable  merit :  and  the  drefs 
of  the  Princefles,  when  unveiled, 
has,  in  many  refoeds,   a  refem- 
blance  to  fome  of  the  fafhions  of 
Europe.    They  are  often  drawn 
without  any  head-drefs :   the  hair 
dark  $    and  the  ringlets  waving 
down  over  their  neck  and  moul- 
ders. They  have  frequently  round 
their  heads  a  kind  of  diadem,  fet 
with  precious  ftones ;  from  which 
rife  one  or  more  tufts  of  feathers : 
the  quills  of  which  axe  fet  in  foc- 
kets  of  gold  and  gems.     Some- 
times they  have  a  Ihort   (tubbed 
appearance ;  and   fometimes  they 
are  long,  and  flow  gracefully  back- 
wards. They  wear  fometimes  nofe- 
jcwels,  which  thofe  who  have  not 
been  accuftomed  to  them  can  never 
think  a  beauty.     They  have  alfo 
ear-rings,  not  only  in  the  lob,  but 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  ear.  Their 
necklaces  confift  of  many  rows  of 
jewels,  the  lowed  of  which  hang 
down    over    the    bofom.      Their 
drefs,  in  general,  when  the  upper 
garment   is    laid   afide,    is    fitted 
exactly  to  the  fhape  ;    and   feems 
nearly  to  reiemble  what,  I  believe, 
is  called  a  Jefuit;   buttoning  down 
the     breait,    covering     the     neck 
pretty  high,  and  the  arms  down  to 
the  wrifts.     There  is  fometimes  a 
large  ft]  11  a  re  jewel  on  the  fore  part 
of  the  arm,  a  little  below  the  moul- 
der.   Their  girdle*  an  very  broad, 


generally  made  of  fine  leather; 
and  covered  entirely  over  with 
embroidery  and  gems..  Their 
robes  are  long  and  flowing  behind: 
and  their  ancles  are  often  encir- 
cled with  a  ring  of  gold,  orna- 
mented with  jewels.  Upon  their 
head  they  wear  fometimes  a  low- 
crowned  cap,  terminating  in  a 
point,  round  which  they  wreathe 
leveral  folds  of  fine  linen  or  filk  ; 
to  the  top  of  which,  when  they  20 
abroad,  they  fallen,  with  a  gold 
bodkin,  a  veil  which  covers  the 
face  and  a  great  part  of  the  body. 
There  aae  few  of  the  female  faces 
which  have  not  one  or  two  black 
moles  or  artificial  marks ;  which 
the  Perfians  name  Kbal,  and  the 
Arabians  £?&«£•—- Women  of  infe- 
rior rank,  who  cannot  purchafe 
jewels,  make  their  necklaces, 
bracelets,  and  other  ornaments,  of 
fmall  fhells,  or  beads  of  diirerent 
coloured  glafs. 

It  may  be  obfenred,  before  we 
finlfh  this  article  of  drefs,  that 
face  and  eye-painting  are  alfo  in 
ufe  among  the  men  ;  who  pay  the 
fame  attention  to  their  beard s, 
which  the  women  pay  to  their  hair. 
They  perfume  them  highly,  and 
often  tinge  them  ;  fometimes  of  a 
fine  red,  fometimes  with  fafFron, 
and  with  various  other  dyes.  Red 
was  the  favourite  colour  of  Mo- 
hammed, Abubeker,  or  Omar  : 
and  their  example  was  greatly  fol- 
lowed. 


Biographical  Anecdotes   of  the    late 
Mr.  Garrick. 

DAVID  Garrick,  Efquire, 
was  born  at  Hereford,  about' 
the  month  of  February,  1716. 
His  grandfather  was   a"  merchant 

of 
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man  then  unmarried  and  well  ad- 
vanced in  years,  whofe  partiality 
feemed  to  authorife  fame  favour- 
able expectations  of  a  permanent 
provilion  ;  all  which  however  were 
deftroyed  by  Mr.  Walmfley's  un- 
expectedly talcing  a  wife.  '  He, 
however,  recommended  his  young 
friend  to  Mr.  Collon.,  mailer  of 
the  academy  at  Rochefter,  in  order 
to  complect  his  education  ;  and 
accordingly,  in  the  month  of 
March,  17^6,  Mr.  Gamete  "loft 
Litchfield,  in  company  with  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnlqn,'.who'at  the"  fame 
time  quitted  his  profedion  of  A 
fchoolm  after  j  and  came  to  London, 
where  he  has  fince  Become'  -one 
of  the.  firft.  ornaments  of  liter*: 
ture.. 

the'  death- of   his  ..father 
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of  French  extraction,  as  it  is  faid, 
who  left  his  native  country  on  the 
revocation  of  the  edift  of  Nam  z  in 
in  the  year  168c.  This  gentle- 
man haa  two  fons  and  two  daugh- 
ters :  one  of  the  former  became  a 
wine- merchant  at  Liibon  ;  and  the 
other,  whofc  name  was  Peter,  the 
father  of  the  Ia:e  Mr.  Garrich, 
followed  the  military  profeHion, 
and  had  at  the  time  of  his  death 
been  advanced  to  a  majority  in  the 
army.  He  married  an  Irith  lady, 
and  happened  to  be  quartered  at  the 
Angel-Inn  in  Hereford,  where  hts 
fon  David  (who  was  baptized  *  the 
28th  of  February,  1716)  was 
bcrn.  Mr.  Garricfc,  the  father, 
afterwards  fettled  at  Litchfield, 
and  refided  there  feveral  years.  A 
{hoit  time  before  his  death  he  de- 
termined to  fell  his  commiflibn, 
and  fur  that  purpofe  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  a  gentleman  who  had 
agreed  9  give  him  1100/.  for  it  j 
but,  unfortunately,  before  the 
fale  was  completed  he  died,  and 
left  a  numerous  family  in  a  great 
meafnre  unprovided  for. 

His  fon  David  received  the  firft 
part  of  his  education  at  the  free 
fchodl  of  Litchfield ;  and  very 
early  found  a  friend  in  Gilbert 
Walmfley,  Efqj  f  regi.ter  of  the 
•cclefialtical  court  there;  a  gentle  - 

*  The  following  it  an  extract  from  tht  MgiBfr  book  of  the  partfli  of  All 
Saints  in  the  city,of  Hereford  :  "  David  Crn'rick,  (lie  fon  of  Peter  and  Ara- 
"  bella  Girrick,  ww  baptirtd  the  igih  of  Felinniry,  1716," 

t  Thii  gentlma  w  .  Dr.  Samuel  Joluifon ;  who  has  given 

the  world  «n  acOtpM  -i:. ;,;;!«  in  the  prtt'acc  to  the  Poems  of  Mr)  Ed- 

mund **&£jr***  »  at  this  mart'i  table,   I 

!  w  mi    his  gladdened 

-  j  1  mf  inhered  ;  and 

.!iii  character  of 

rappointtd  by 

i  tmpovtriffu.l 


Mr.  Garrick  went  over  to  TJilJjbi 
and  was  received  by  his  uncle  wfo 


great  ."kihdnefs'j  and  here  perhaps 
he  might  have  remained,  but, 
that  ftrictnefs  of  morals  which  » 
fond  relation  wilhed  to  fee  in  his 
nephew  not  being  obferved  at  that 
place,  to  prevent  his  being  cor- 
rupted,' it  was  thought  proper,  to 
fend  him  b'ack  to  England  ;  hit 
uncle  flil I  preferring  a  great  re- 
gard for  him,  which  he  mewed  at  ■ 
his.  death  by  leaving  him  a  legacy 
of  1000/.      '" 
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Tt  appears  from  Mr.  Walmfley's  by  the  manager  of  Covent  Garden, 
letters,  that  Mr.  Gar  rick  was  in-  to  whom  he  had  offered  his  fer- 
tended  for  the  profeflion  of  the  vice,  engaged  with  Mr.  GifFord, 
law;  and  accordingly,  on  the  9th  at  the  theatre  in  Goodman's  Fields, 
day  of  March,  ,1736,  immediately  in  the  year  1740.  The  character 
on  his  arrival  in  London,  he  was  he  then  attempted  was  that  of 
entered  of  the  fociety  of  Lincoln's-  Richard  the  Third;  and  he  per- 
Inn  ;  but  it  is  certain  he  never  formed  it  in  a  manner  which  fixed 
paid  any  attention  to  the  ftudy  of  his  reputation  on  that  bafis  upon 
that  fcience;  and  indeed  it  is  with-  which  it  flood,  as  the  firii  actor  of 
in.the  memory  of  many  yet  living,  the  times,  doling  the  reft  of  hi$ 
that  his  employment  for  a  fhort  life.  Two  circum fiances  were  ob- 
time,  in  the  interval  between  his  ferved  on  his  firft  night's  per- 
return  from  Lifbon  and  his  ap-  formance;  one,  that,  on  his  en- 
pearance  on  _  the  ftage,  was  of  a  trance  on  the  ftage,  he  was  under 
nature  very  different  from  what  fo  much  embarraflment,  (hat  for 
he  was  fir  ft  deftined  to,  and  what  fome  time  he  was  unable  to  (peak : 
he  afterwards  purfued  with  fo  the  other,  that,  having  exerted 
much  reputation  and  fuccefs.  We  himfelf  with  much  vehemence  iu 
are  credibly  informed  that  'he  fdl-  the  firft  two  acts,  he  became  fo 
lowed  the  bufinefs  of  a  wine-mer-  hoarfe  as  to  be  almoft  incapable 
chant  fomewhere  in  or  near  Dur-  of  finilhing  the  character.  This 
ham-Yard,  being  induced  thereto,  difficulty  was  obviated'  by  a  per- 
it  may  be  prefumed,  by  the  en-  fon  behind  the  fcenes  re  com - 
couragement  and  fupport  of  his  mending  him  to  take  the  juice 
uncle.  '  of   a    leville   orange,    which    he 

To  whatever  caufe  it  was  owing,  fortunately  had  in  his  pocket, 
we  are  not  informed;  but  his  and  which  enabled  him  to  go 
fuccefs  in  bufinefs  was  not  fuffi-  through  the  remainder  of  the  cha- 
cient  to  engage  his  continuance  in  rafter  with  that  degree  of  excel- 
it ;  and  this  want  of  fuccefs  might  lence  which  he  always  afterwards 
perhaps  arife  from  his  attention  to  mewed  in  the  performance .  of  it, 
a  more  pleating  purfuit.  He  had  and  which  produced  the  applaufe 
at  fchool  performed  the  part  of  which  ever  after  uniformly  a*- 
Serjeant  Kite  with  applaufe ;  and  tended  him  in  it.  The  pertbn-p 
he  was  now  prompted  to  employ  whom  he  owed  the  feafonable  re- 
the  talents  which  he  pofTefled  for  lief  was  the  late  Mr.  Dry  den 
his  immediate  fupport.  He  there-  Leach,  printer,  who  ufed  often, 
fore  went  down  to  Ipfwich,  under  to  tell  the  ftory  to  his  friends, 
the  name  of  Lyddel,  and  perform-  It  was  during  this  firft  year  of 
ed  in  a  drolling  company  there,  his  theatrical  life  that  lie  produced 
The  part  in  which  he  firft  appear-  the  farce  pf  The  Lying  Valkt ;  a 
ed  was  that  of  Abqan  in  Oroo-  performance  which  has  given  plea- 
noko  ;  and  the  approbation  he  lure  to  numberlefs  fpectators,  evea 
met  with  in  this  country  excurfion  after  the  principal  character  ceaf- 
encouraged  him  to  purme  his  plan  ed  to  be  performed  by  its  author, 
in  London.  He,  therefore,  after  At  the  end  of  the  feafon  he  wenp 
being  (as  it  is  reported)  rejected  over  to  Ireland*  and  in  that" king- 
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dora  added  both  to  his  fortune 
and  his  fame.  The  next  vear 
(1742  to  1743)  he  performed  at 
Drury  Lane,  and  the  year  after 
(1743  to  1744)  at  the  lame  thea- 
tre. At  the  beginning  of  this  fea- 
fon  he  was  involved  in  a  difpute 
with  Mr.  Macklin,  who  had  join- 
ed with  him  in  oppofing  the  op- 
preflions  of  the  managers.  That 
gentleman  complained  that  he  was 
deferted  in  the  agreement  made 
with  the  managers,  and  publifhed 
a  flate  of  his  cafe,  in  a  pamphlet, 
intituled,  "  Mr.  Macklin's  Reply 
'*  to  Mr.  Garrick's  Anfwer.  To 
"  which  are  prefixed,  all  the  Pa- 
"  pers  which  have  publicly  ap- 
"  peared  in  regard  to  this  im- 
*€  portant  difpute."  The  next 
year  (1744  to  1745)  he  continued 
at  Drury  Lane ;  but  the  fucceed- 
ing  feafon  (1745  to  1746)  he  went 
again  to  Dublin,  and  engaged 
with  Mr.  Sheridan  as  joint  fharer 
and  adventurer  in  the  theatre 
there.  In  May  1746,  he  returned 
to  London,  and  performed  in. fix 
plays  at  the  end  of  that  month  at 
Covent  Garden,  by  which,  we  are 
told,  he  added  300/.  to  a  great 
ium  acquired  in  Ireland.  He 
performed  but  one  year  more  as 
an  hired  actor  (1746  to  1747) 
which  was  at  Covent  Garden 
theatre,  where  he  produced  Mi/s 
in  her  Teem* 

The  mifmar.agemcnt  of  the  pa- 
tentees of  Drury  Lane  Theatre  af- 
ter the  deaths  of  Booth  and  Wilks, 
and  the  retirement  of  Cibber  from 
the  ftage,  had  ruined  every  per- 
fon  concerned  in  it.  '  At  this  pe- 
riod the  fuccefTors  of  Mr.  Fleet- 
wood became  involved  in  fo  many 
difficulties,  that  it  was  no  longer 
potfible  for  them  to  continue  the 
conduct  of  a  bufinefs   to    which 


they  were  Grangers,  and  which 
therefore  they  ought  never  to  have 
engaged  in.  In  1745  that  gentle- 
man had  left  the  theatre  to  his 
creditors  to  manage,  after  making 
the  belt  terms  he  was  able  for  him- 
felf.  They  conducted  the  bufi- 
nefs of  it  for  two  fcafons,  when, 
unable  to  continue  the  manage- 
ment any  longer,  the  property  of 
the  patent,  houfe,  and  fcenes, 
was  hawked  about  to  feveral  per- 
fons  :  but  fo  apprehenfive  was 
every  one  become  of  the  hazard 
of  intermeddling  with  the  theatre, 
that  no  purchaier  was  for  fome 
time  to  be  found.  At  this  junc- 
ture the  late  Mr.  Lacy  ftepped  for- 
ward, and  boldly  ventured  to  en- 
gage for  the  purchafe.  Having 
the  reputation  of  a  man  of  inte- 
grity, he  foon  found  friends  among 
the  monied  men  to  fupport  him  in 
his  undertaking;  the  fuccefs  of  it, 
he  prudently  concluded,  muft.de- 
pend  in  fome  meafure  on  the  abi- 
lities of  the  perfon  with  whom  he 
fhould  connect  himfelf  in  the 
fcheme.  Mr.  Garrick's  reputa- 
tion, both  as  a  majn  and  an  actor, 
naturally  led  him  to.  wifh  for  his 
junction.  A  treaty  was  foon  be- 
gun, and  an  agreement  between 
them  afterwards  took  place.  Ap- 
plication was  made  for  a  new  pa- 
tent; which  was  obtained,  and 
both  their  names  inferted  in  it. 
The  feafon  which  began  in  1747 
was  the  firft  of  their  management, 
and  was  opened  with  an  admirable 
Prologue,  written .  by  Dr.  John- 
fon,  and  fpok-en  by  Mr.  Garrick. 
From  this  time  Drury  Lane  Thea- 
tre, which  had  been  fo  fatal  to 
many  adventurers,  became  the 
fource  of  wealth  and  independence 
to  both  partners,  who  jointly  ex- 
erted their  feveral  abilities  in  the 

manage- 
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management  of  the  undertaking, 
with  a  degree  of  harmony  which 
did  credit  to  their  underftandings, 
and  with  a  ihare  of  fuccefs  which 
in  fome  meafure  mud  be  afcribed 
to  that  good  correfpondence  which 
fubfifted  between  them. 

After  he  had  been  a  manager 
two  years,  and  the  diflipation  of 
youth  had  fubfided,  the  charms  of 
a  lady,  who  then  lived  with  the 
Countefs  of  Burlington  as  a  com- 
panion, made  a  conqueft  of  him. 
It  is  unneceffary  to  add  that  this 
Judy  is  at  preicnt  his  widow.  She 
is,  we  are  informed,  by  birth  a 
German.  Her  parents  lived  at 
Vienna  ;  and  fhe  appeared  on  the 
ftage  there  as  a  dancer.  About 
the  year  1744  ihe  came  to  Eng- 
land, and  performed  at  one  of  the 
theatres  one  or  two  feafons*  She 
was  then  called  Madame  Eva  Ma- 
ria Violetti.  The  union  between 
them  took  place  on  the  zzd  day 
of  June,  1749;  and  we  add,  wfth 
great  plcafure,  that  no  marriage 
ever  was  attended  with  more  hap- 
pincfs  to  both  parties  than  this  for 
near  thirty  years,  during  which 
time,  it  is  on  good  authority  af- 
ferted,  they  fcarce  patted  a  day  fe* 
parate  from  each  other* 

The  theatrical  feafon  which  com- 
menced in  the  year  1750,  was  ren- 
dered remarkable  by  the  fpirit  of 
rival ihip  which  prevailed  at  both 
houfes.  At  the  beginning  of  Mr. 
Garrick's  management  he  had  en- 
gaged Barry,  Macklin,  Pritchard, 
Woffington,  Cibber,  and  Clive; 
and,  with  thefe  excellent  per- 
formers, it  may  be  imagined  the 
profits  of  the  houfe  were  very  con- 
siderable. Soon  after,  Mr.  Barry* 
who  was  under  articles,  refufed 
to  continue  any  longer  at  Drury 
Lane,  and,  when  fued  for  the  breach 
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of  his  contract,  efcaped  from  the 
penalty  by  means  no  way  redound- 


ing to  his  honour.  Macklin  and 
Mrs.  Cibber  likewife  went  over  td 
Covent  Garden  ;  as  did  Mrs. 
Woffington, -who  is  faid  to  have 
entertained  efcpe&ations  <5f  being 
united  in  marriage  with  Mr.  Gar- 
rick,  With  thefe  deferters,  aid- 
ed by  the  Veteran  Qiiin,  Mr. 
Rich  opened  Covent  Garden  Thea- 
tre. Mr.  Garrick,  not  intimi- 
dated by  the  ftrength.  of  the  op* 
pofition,  took  the  field  on  the  5  th 
of  Sept.  (with  an  occasional  Pro- 
logue fooken  by  himfelf ;  which 
was  aniwered  by  another  delivered 
by  Mr.  Barry  ;  and  this  again  re- 
plied to  by  a  very  humourous  Epi- 
logue, admirably  repeated  by  Mrs; 
Clive.  Thofe  were  only  preludes 
to  the  trial  of  ftrength  which  was 
foon  to  follow.  The  play  of  Ro- 
meo and  Juliet  had  lain  dormant 
many  years.  This  was  now  re- 
vived at  both  houfes:  at  Drury 
Lane,  with  alterations  by  Mr. 
Garrick  j  who  performed  the  prin- 
cipal chara&er;  Mr.  Woodward 
playing  Mercutio ;  and  Mrsi  Bel- 
lamy, Juliet;  againft them  at  Co- 
vent Garden,  were, Mr.  Barry  and 
Mrs.  Cibber  in  the  principal  cha* 
r acters >  and  Mr.  Macklin  in  Mer- 
cutio. Both  houfes  began  on  the 
firft  of  Odldber ;  and  continued  to 
perform  it  for  12  fucceffive  nights ; 
when  Covent  Garden  gave  up  the 
contention ;  and  its  rival  kept  the 
field  one  night  more*  with  the 
credit  of  holding  out  longer  than 
its  opponent,  though  it  isfuppofed 
neither  fide  reaped  much  advan- 
tage from  the  fpirit  of  perfeve- 
rance  which  had  governed  them 
both  in  this  con  tell. 

In  the  year  1754,   dn  th£  6th 
day  of  March,  diea  Mr.  Pelhamj 
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who  had  conduced  the  bufmefs  of 
government  tor  fome  years  before 
with   candour,  ability,    and  inte- 

frity  He  was  tincerely  lamented 
y  both  prince  and  people  ;  and 
on  thU  occaiien  Mr.  Garrick  dif- 
played  his  poetical  talents,  in  an 
ode  which  we  are  told  ran  through 
four  editions  in  a  few  weeks.  It 
is  a  performance  which  does  credit 
to  him,  both  as  a  man  and  a  poet, 
and  is  prefer ved  in  the  fourth  vo- 
lume of  Dcdfiey's  Collection  of 
Poem*.^ 

The  fnarlers  again  it  Mr.  Gar- 
rick's  management  of  the  theatre 
had  a  long  time  complained  that 
he  conducted  himfelf  with  too 
itrict  an  attention  to  oeconomv  in 
the  ornamental  and  decorative  parts 
of  theatrical  exhibitions.  They 
were  perpetually  throwing  out  in- 
finuations,  that  the  manager,  re- 
lying on  his  own  powers,  was  de- 
termined to  regulate  the  enter- 
tainments of  the  lta^e  with  an  eye 
only  to  his  own  advantage,  and 
without  any  regard  to  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  public. — Thcfe  mur- 
murs had  continued  fon-«e  time, 
when  at  lafl  Mr.  Garrick  deter- 
mined to  meet  the  wifhes  of  his 
friends,  and  to  filence  the  difcon- 
tents  of  his  enemies.  For  this 
purpofe  he  applied  to  Mr.  Dc- 
noyer,  fen.  to  recommend  fome  per- 
fon  of  genius  to  fuperintend  and 
contrive  a  fpkndid  fpedtacle  to  be 
exhibited  at  Drury  Lane.  The 
perfon  fixed  upon  for  that  purpofe 
was  Mr. 'Novcrre,  a  Swift;  who 
immediately  received  orders  to  en- 
gage the  belt  troop  of  dancers  that 
could  be  procured.  Thefe  he  fe- 
lefted  from  the  foreign  theatres ; 
and  they  confilted  of  Swifs,  Ita- 
lians, Germans,  and  fome  French. 
The  entertainment  in  which  they 
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were  employed  was  foon  after  con- 
trived. It  was  called  The  Chi- 
nese Festival;  and  was,  in  the 
theatrical  phrafe,  got  up  with  great 
magnificence,  and  at  a  very  con- 
fiderable  expence.  The  expecta- 
tions of  the  managers  were  how- 
ever wholly  difappointed  in  the 
fuccefs  of  the  performance.  Al- 
though but  few  of  the  French  na- 
tion were  employed  in  it,  yet  a 
report  had  induftrioufly  been 
(bread,  that  not  only  French 
dancers  had  been  fent  for  over, 
bat  French  drefles  alfo,  and  even 
French  carpenters  and  manufac- 
turers. The  nation  was  then  on 
the  eve  of  a  war ;  and  this  afforded 
an  opportunity  for  engaging  the 
paffions  of  thofe  who  prorefTed 
them fe Ives  Antigallicans.  They 
accordingly  formed  aiTociations,  to 
difcourage  the  feveral  performers, 
and  fupprefs  the  obnoxious  per- 
formance whenever  it  fhould  ap- 
pear. At  length,  after  having 
taken  up  more  than  eighteen 
months  in  preparing,  it  was  brought 
before  the  publick,  and  received 
with  all  the  virulence  and  opposi- 
tion which  might  be  expected 
from  the  violence  and  heat  of  the 
times.  The  firft  performance  of 
it  was  on  the  8th  day  of  Novem- 
ber 1755*  and  was  honoured  with 
the  preience  of  his  late  Majefty ; 
yet,  notwithftanding  that  circum- 
ftance,  it  did  not  even  then  efcape 
ill-treatment.  On  the  fecond, 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth  nights  the 
riots  continued  with  increafing 
ftrength,  though  oppofed  each 
evening  by  feveral  young  men  of 
fafhion,  who  had  determined  to 
fupport  the  performance.  On  the 
fixth  evening  the  opposition  ac- 
quired frefh  vigo'ur  and  increaf- 
ing   numbers.      They    fruftrated 

every 
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every  attempt  to  proceed  in  the 
exhibition  ;  and  committed  every 
excefs  which  a  mob,  fubjecl  to  no 
controul,  is  apt  to  indulge  itfelf 
in.  That  evening  was  the  laft 
reprefentation.  After  receiving 
aflurance  that  the  piece  mould  be 
a&ed  no  more,  the  heroes  who  had 
fignajized  thcmfelves  in.  this  im- 
portant bufinefs  proceeded  to  Mr. 
Garrick's  houfe  in  South  ampton- 
ftreet,  where  they  broke  his  win- 
dows, and  did  other  damages. 
They  then  difperfed,  and  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  theatre  were  obliged 

tofubmittothelofsof  more  than    patrick,*  wno     withoilt   pr0voca- 
four  thoufand  pounds.  don^  nA  ^  dcfiancc  rf  deWBCy$ 

It  would  be  impoffib  e  to  enu-    amM  Qn  a  wcck|    attack       •  ft 
merate  thfe  feveral  final  1  pieces  of    Km     in  a  called  "The 

poetry  which  Mr.  Garrick  ufed  to    Craftfnufll."    The  original  canft 


Moft  devoutly  J  wife,  that  they  both  have 

their  due, 
And  that  /  nay  fc*  never  mjftaken  tor  V. 

/ 

From  this  period  no  event  of 
importance  occurs  in  the  annals 
of  Mr.  Garrick's  life  until  the 
year  1761.  The  bofinefe  of  the 
theatre  went  on  without  interrup- 
tion ;  and  lie  continued  to  ac- 
quire both  reputation  and  for* 
tune.  In  that  vear,  however,  h* 
found  himfelf  obliged  to  exert  hit 
poetical  talents,  in  order  uycor- 
reel  the  impertinence  of  an  in£g- 
n  in*  cant  individual,    a  Mr.  Fits* 


throw  out  from  time  to  time,  as 
his  leifure  permitted,  to  compli- 
ment his  friends,  or  to  celebrate 
public  events.  In  1759,  Dr.  Hill 
wrote  a  pamphlet,  intituled,  "  To 
David  Garrick,  Efq;  the  Peti- 
tion of/,  in  behalf  or  herfelf  and 
her  filters."      The   purport  of  it 


of  the  quarrel,  we  are  informed, 

was   grounded  on.   fome  illiberal 

refle&iotfs  which  Mr.  Fittpatrick 

threw  out  againft   Mr.  Garrick, 

and  which  the  latter  refented  with 

fpirit    and    propriety,    though   a 

confiderable  time  had  elapfed  be- 

*,     ^      •  1      •  t      tore  he  was  provoked  to  take  puB* 
was  to  charge  Mr.  Garnck  with    Jk  noticc  /^     Af  Mrt  f ix%m 

mifpronouncing    fome    words  in-  patrick's    writings  are    now    en- 

eluding  the  letter  I,  as  furm  for  tiref    forgottcn,  The  revenge  which 

firm,  vurtue  for  virtue,  and  others.  Mr.  Garrick   took  ^  him   -dl 

The  pamphlet  is  now  forgotten;  from  |hat  ^^^(^8,,^  alone,  be 

involved  in  fome  obfenrity .  Thole, 
however,  who  are  unacquainted 
with  either  perfons  or  fads  will 
receive  plea  hire  in  reading  Mr. 
Garrick's  admirable  fa  tire  publish- 
ed on  this  occafion,  intituled  The 
Fribl$riad,  a  Poem,  which  had 
the  honour  of  being  highly  com-- 
mended  by  Churchill,  who  has  al- 
fo  given  a  very  fevere  correction 
to  the  fame  perfou. 

However  unequal  Mn  Fitzpa« 
trick  was  to  the  tafiV  of  contend- 
ing witk  Mr.  Garrick  in  a  literary 

£  3  warfare, 


but  the  following  Epigram,  which 
Mr.  Garnck  wrote  on  the  occafion, 
deferves  to  be  preferved,  as  one 
of  the  bed  in  the  Englifh  Ian-' 
guage : 

To  Dr.  Hill,  upon  his  petition  oftbt 
letter  I  to  David  Garrick,  E/q\ 

li  tis  true,  as  you  fay,  that  I've  injur'd  a 

letter, 
111  change  my  notes  foon,  and  I  hope  for 

the  better : 
May  the  juft  right  of  letters,  as  well  as  of 

men, 
Hereafter  be  fix'd  by  the  tongue  and  the 
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warfare,  yet  the  rancour  which 
his  defeat  had  engendered,  point- 
ed oat  a  new  mode  of  attack  10 
diftrefs  his  ar.tagonift.  It  had 
been  cuftomary,  on  the  repreScnta- 
tion  of  a  new  performance,  to  re- 
fufe  admittance  it  any  part  of  the 
evening,  unlefs  the  whole  price 
of  the  entertainment  was  paid. 
This  had  a  Ira  oft  invariably  been 
the  role ;  and  it  had  hitherto  been 
Submitted  to,  as  a  rcafonable  de- 
mand from  the  managers,  to  com- 
penfatc  for  the  extraordinary, ex- 
pence  which  new  drcfles  and  fcene3 
occaiioncd.  To  gratify  his  re- 
sentment, Mr.  Fitzpa trick  feized 
on  this  circumftance  as  a  ground 
to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  theatre, 
ar.d  to  involve  the  managers  in 
a  com  eft  with  the  public.  For 
this  purpofe  hand-bills  were  diS- 
pcrfcd  about  the  cof?ee-houSes  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Drury-lane, 
recommending  a  peremptory  de- 
mand to  be  made,  and  requiring 
an  abfolute  promife  to  be  given, 
that  no  more  than  half  the  ufual 
price  mould  be  taken  on  any 
evening  of  performance  after  the 
third  aft,  unlefs  at  the  representa- 
tion of  a  new  pantomime.  A 
kind  of  allocution  was  entered  in,- 
to  by  Several  young  men,  to  ob- 
tain a  redrefs  of  this  grievance,  as 
itovas  called  ;  and  Mr.  Fitzpatrick 
put  himfeif  at  the  head  of  it.  The 
evening  on  which  the  attack  was 
made  happened  to  be  when  The 
tivo  Gentlemen  of  Verona  was  per- 
formed for  the  alterer's  benefit. 
The  performance  accordingly  was 
interrupted,  after  feveral  attempts 
to  proceed  in  it ;  and  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  houfe,  thinking  the  re- 
quisition an  unjuft  one,  and  the 
manner  of  making  it  improper  to 
be  acceded  to,  refufed  to  fubmit 
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to  it:  in  con  Sequence  whereof,  no 
play  was  acted  that  night ;  an4 
the  audience  received  their  mo- 
ney again  at  the  doors,  having  £rfc 
arnuSed  them  Selves  with  doing  all 
the  mifchief  they  were  able.  By 
this  trial,  rbe  malccontenta  had 
discovered  their  llrength,  and  de? 
termined  to  carry  th«rir  point  in 
humbling  the  pride  of  the  ma- 
nager. On  the  next  performance, 
which  was  at  the  tragedy  of  Elvi- 
ra, they  co Heeled  their  whole 
force,  ar.d  again  prevented  the 
attors  proceeding  in  the  play.  It 
was  in  vain  that  Mr.  Garrick  de- 
fired  to  be  heard  in  defence  of 
the  ancient  cuftoms  of  the  thea? 
tre.  The  oppofi lion  infilled  on  a. 
peremptory  anSwer  to  their  de- 
mand in  the  new  regulation  j 
which,  aSter  Some  time,  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  houfe  were  obliged 
to  agree  to ;  and  once  more  peace 
was  reftored  to  the  theatre  after  a 
conliderable  loSs  had  been  Suftain- 
ed,  and  obliged  to  be  Submitted  to. 
This  SeaSon  was  the  laft  in  which 
Mr.  Garrick  could  be  Said  to  have 
acled  in  the  regular  courSe  of  his 
proSeffion.  From  this  time  he  de- 
clined performing  any  new  cha- 
racters; and,  finding  his  health 
declining,  by  the  advice  of  his 
phyiician  he  determined  to  give 
hrmfeiS  Some  relaxation  from  care 
and  fatigue.  He  therefore  made 
the  arrangements  necefTary  for  car- 
rying on  the  public  entertainments 
during  his  abfence ;  and  on  the 
15th  of  September,  1763,  the  day 
on  which  the  houfe  opened,  he 
left  London,  in  order  to  make  the 
tour  of  France  and  Italy.  To. 
Supply  his  place,  he  engaged  the 
late  Mr.  Powell,  who  had  received 
his  inftru&ions  the  preceding  Sum- 
mer, and  whoSe  SucceSs  was  equal 

to 
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to  the  abilities  ho  pofTeued.     To  friends  upon  it;  mu»y  of  whan* 

the  honour  of  his   employers, .  it  miftook  it  for  a  fain:  "pen  him, 

may  be  added,   that  his  abilities,  and    accordingly  expreSed  thexn- 

were    not    higher    thau    the  en-  felves  in  very  wajofctemt  oa  th*_ 

couragement  he  received  for  the  occaiion.  , 

exertion  of  them.     Although  he.  '  Immediately  M  hie   arriyai  Jio 

was  engaged  for  » term  of  years  at  rcfumed  the  management  of  tba; 

a  fmall  faiary ;   yet  he  was,  before  theatre,  and  introduced  fome  im- 

the  feafon    clofed,  generonlly   al-  provemtuta  which,  had  he«n  fug-    - 

lowed  an    appointment  equal   to  gelled  by  his  obiervataona  on  the     ■ 

the  firft  performer  in  the  houfe..  coadaft    of  the    fotehni    ftagea. 

We    are   credibly  enformed,    the  Prom  the  lift.ofbjs  wtrti,  it  wifl, 

profits    that    year  exceeded    even;  be  feen  that  he  had  not  been  idle 

.  thofe  in  which  Mr^Garrick  per-  while  abroad.     He  produced  the 

formed  in  the  height  of  his  repn-.  next   feafon    fcrarai    new  pieces, 

tation .  and  in  the  beginning  of  1760,  th# 

The  interval   from   this  period,  excellent    comedy   of    Tot    Claw--. 

until   the   month   of  April,   176^,'  de ft ine  Marriage,  writlen  in  concert 

Mr.  Garrick  employed  in  travel-  with   Mr.  Colin  an.     He  alfo,   a* 

ling  through  the  principal  parts  of  the  reijueH    of  his  Maji'fty,    ap-     ' 

Europe;  and  was,   at  every  place!  scared   again   on   (he    ftage ;    and 

where  he  refided,   and  at  moft   of  On  that  cccafion   fpoke  a  new  pratf 

the  courts  to   which  he  was  intra-  lpgue,   replete  with    thofe   ftrokca 

duced,  received  in    the  moft  ho-,  of  humour  which,  in  that  fpecie* 

nourable  and  cordial  manner;  by  of  com  polk  ion,  man  ife  lied  his  fn> 

the  great,  as  well   as  by  men  of  perjority  over  all   bis   contempo. 

letters,  each  vying  with"  the  other  rariea. 

in  Ihewing  refpeft  to  the  greatefl  .  In  that  year  died  Mr.  Quip  and- 

dramatic    character    of    the   age.  Mr.  Cibber.     Their  deaths   wen 

While   he  Hayed  at  Paris,  he  a-  very  pathetically  taken  notice  of   ' 

mufed  himfclf  with  reading  Ft*-'  in  the  prologue  to  Th ■  Claadtjiint 

taint")  Tahiti;   which   pleafed  him  Marriott;  and  for -the  former  Mr, 

fo  much,  that  he  was  induced  to.  Garrick  wrote  an  epitaph,  which, 

attempt  an  imitation  of  them.    He  was  placed  over  his  tomb  in  the. 

accordingly  wrote  one,  called  The  cathedral  church  of   Bath.     Mr, 

Sick  Monkey;  which  he  tranfmitted  Quin  was  the  only  performer  of 

over  to  a  friend,  to  be  ready  for  any  reputation  when  Mr.  Garrick 

publication  immediately  on  his  ar-  firft  appeared  on  the  ftage,  andha 

rival.     It  accordingly  made  its  >p-  had  Iiltewife  been  one  •  of  his  ear. 

pearance  in  two  or  three  days  af-  lift  oppofeti.     When  he  faw  thai 

ter,    with    the  following   motto:  frcceis    which   attended  the  per- 

"  Thurfday  afternoon  David  Gar-  formances  of  his  rival,  he  obierv. 

rick,  Efij;  arrived  at  hia  honfe  in  ed,  with  his  ufual  Ipleen,  that  Gar- 

Southampton. ltreet,  Covent  Gar-  rid  -was like  anew  nligii,.     Whit- 

dcn.     Public  Advertifer,  April  27,  field  -woe ftllwed fir  m  Uwu.tultbty 

176;."     And  he  had  the  pleafure  •u.-tuld  all  came  U  church  afain.    We 

of  hearing  the  fentiments  of  hia  mention    his  anecdote  merely  on 
E  4     *  ■    account 
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account  of  the  reply  which  it  in- 
duced Mr.  Garrick  to  write,  and 
which  was  as  follows  : 

Pope  Shin,  who  damns  all  churches  but 

nis  own, 
Complains    "  that  Herefy  corrupts   the 

"  townj 
««  That  Whitfield  Garrick  has  mifled  the 

«  And  taints  the  found  religion  of  the 

"  ftagej 
«'  Schifin,  be  cries,  has  turn'd  the  nation's 

"  brain, 
«'  But  eyes  will  open,    and  to    church 

"  again  r 
Thou  great  infallible !  forbear  to  roar, 
Thy  bulls  and  errors  are  rever'd  no  more  j 
When  doctrines  meet  with  general  appro* 

bation, 
It  Is  not  Herejy,  but  Reformation. 

For  feveral  years  however  before 
Mr.  Quin's  death  great  cordiality 
had  fubfifted  between  him  and 
Mr.  Garrick,  at  whofe  houfe  at 
Hampton  he  fpent  fome  time,  a 
few  months  before  his  death,  and 
there  firfl  difcovered  the  fymptoms 
of  that  diforder  which  carried  him 
to  his  grave. 

The  year  1769  was  remarkable 
for  the  celebration  of  a  jubilee  at 
Stratford  upon  Avon,  the  6th,  7th, 
and  8th  ot  September,  in  honour 
of  Shake fpeare;  a  ceremony  which 
very  much  engaged  the  public  at- 
tention, although  it  was  treated  by 
fome  as  a  fubjedfc  worthy  only  of 
ridicule,  and  by  others  as  a  com- 
pliment due  to  the  great  writer 
whofe  memory  it    was    intended 
to    honour.       The    circumftance 
which    gave    rife   to   it  happen* 
ed  fome  time    before,    and   was 
as  follows :    A  clergyman,    into 
whole  pofleffion   the  houfe    once 
belonging  to  our  great  poet  had 
come,  found  that  a  mulberry  tree, 
which  grew  in   the  garden,   and 
which     had    been    planted    ac- 


cording  to    tradition  by  Shake. 
fpeare  himfelf,  overfhadowed  too 
much  of  his  maniion,  and  made  it 
damp.     To  remedy  this  inconve- 
nience,  he  caufed  it  to  be   cut 
down,  to  the  great  mortification  of 
his  neighbours,  who  were  fo  en- 
raged at  him,  that  they  foon  ren- 
dered the  place,  out  of  revenge, 
too  difagreeable  for  him  to  remain 
in  it.     He  therefore  was  obliged 
to  quit  it;  and  the  tree,  being 
purchafed  by  a  carpenter,  was  re- 
tailed and  cut  out  in  various  re- 
licks  of   ftand-difhes,    tea-chefts, 
tobacco-Hoppers,  and  other  things; 
fome  of  which  were  fecured  by  the 
corporation    of   Stratford.      The 
gentlemen  belonging  to  this  body 
foon  after  agreed  to  prefent  Mr. 
Garrick  with  the  freedom  of  their    , 
borough  in  a  box  made  from  the 
mulberry  tree ;  and  their  Steward 
at  the  fame  time  was  ordered  to 
acquaint  him,  that  the  corporation 
would  be  happy  in  receiving  from 
his  hands  fome  ftatue,   buft,  or 
picture  of  Shakefpeare,  to  be  pi  a* 
ced  within  their  new  town-hall ; 
together  with  a  picture  of  hinv. 
felf. 

This  circumftance  probably  gave 
Mr.  Garrick  the  firft  idea  of  per- 
forming a  jubilee  to  the  honour  of 
Shakefpeare  ;•  and,  at  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  theatrical  feafon,  he 
invited  his  audience  to  be  prefent 
at  it  in  the  following  terms : 

'<  My  eyes  till  then  no  fighti  like  this 

"  will  fee, 
"  Unlefs  we  meet  at  Shakefpeare's  ju- 

"  bilee. 
u  On  Avo'n's  hanks,  ivht resteers  eternal 

«  Moiu, 
"  Like  its  fall  ftream  our  gratitude  (hall 

"  flow ! 
w  There  let  us  revel,  (hew  our  fond  re- 

*'  gardj 
«  On  that  lov'd   fpotf  firft  breath*d  our 

"  xnatchlefs  hard  ; 

«  Tt 
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"  To  him  all  honour,  gratitude  is  due,    ' 
*x  To  him  we  owe  our  all— to  him  and 
"  you." 

The  manner  in  which  this  en- 
tertainment was  to  have  been  per- 
formed, the  difappointments  it  fuf- 
tained,  and  the  jevcral  occurred 
ce3  which  took  place  at  it,  are  all 
fo  recent  in  the  memories  of  mod 
of  our  readers,  and  were  fo  accu- 
rately related  at  the  time  they  hap- 
pened, that  we  fhall  not  recapitu- 
late them  here.  It  is  fufficient  to 
obferve,  that  accident  deprived 
thofe  who  were  prefent  of  part  of 
their  entertainment;  that  all  whidi 
was  exhibited  gave  general  .fatis- 
faclion ;  and  that  Mr.  Garrick,  who 
was  a  great  fum  of'  money  out  of 
pocket  by  it,  framed  an  entertain- 
ment, which  was  performed  at 
Drury-Lane  theatre  92  nights  with 
great  applaufe  to  very  crowded 
audiences.  The  Ode  which  was 
fpoken  by  him  at  Stratford  was 
alfo  repeated  at  the  fame  theatre, 
but  not  with  much  fucceii,  being 
performed  only  feven  times. 

The  management  of  a  theatre  it 
always  attended  with  anxiety  and 
vexation  ;  the  difficulty  of  fatisfy- 
ing  the  feveral  candidates  for  the- 
atrical fame  is  fo  great,  that  he 
who  can  preferve  the  friendihip.of 
thofe  whofe  pieces  he  rejects,  muft 
be  allowed  to  poiTefs  very  extraor- 
dinary abilities.  In  the  year  1772, 
it  was  Mr.  Garrick's  misfortune  to 
be  embroiled  with  a  very  irafci- 
ble  and  troublefome  per  Ton,  who 
claimed  the  reprefentation  of  one 
of  his  pieces  at  Drury  Lane;  and 
he  enforced  his  demand  in  a  man- 
ner that  will  always  reflect  difgrace 
on  his  memory.  He  publifhed  a 
poem  to  intimidate  the  manager, 
called  Lowe  in  the  Suds,  containing 
infinuations  of  the  bafeft  kind,  and 
which  he  afterwards  denied  having 
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had  anv  intention  to  convey.  Mr. 
Garrick  had  recourie  to  the  conrr 
of  King's  Bencli,  to  ptinifh  the  in- 
famous libeller  of  his  reputation  3 
and,  notwithftanding  he  had  been 
a  fecpnd  time  infnlted  by  another 
publication  conceived  with  equal 
malignity,  he  was  weak  enough 
to  ilop^  the  prbfecution  he  had 
commenced,  on  his  adveHary**  . 
fipniiig  an  acknowledgement  of 
his  onence,  which  was  printed  in 
all  the  public  papers.  It  cannot 
be  denied  but  that  the  intereJU  of 
foctetv  demanded  that  fo  grass  an  ' 
offender  would  meet  wid|  ptmim- 
ment,  and  'that  no  conceffiona 
ought  to  have  been  allowed  to  de- 
precate that  ftrokc  which  the  law 
would  have  infliAed  on  So  heinous 
a  crime. 

From  this.  time,  no  eve*t«of  inu 
portance  happened*  until  the  refo- 
ltttion  which  Mr.  Garrick  had  be- 
gun to  form  of  qaitdny  the  iege 
was,  to  the  concern  ofevery  one, 
carried  into  execution.  It  will  be 
a  matter  of  furprize,  both  to  the 
prefent  and  future  generations*  to 
learn  that  this  determination' waa 
accelerated  by  the  caprices  of  one 
or  two  celebrated  a&reffes,  who 
had  contrived  to  render  his  fitua- 
tion  fo  uneafy  to  him*  that  he 
frequently  ufed  to  declare,  that  be 
mould  have  continued  fome  time  • 
longer  in  his  public  capacity,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  plague  theft 
people  occauoqed.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1776,  he  enter* 
ed  into  an  agreement  with  fome 
of  the  prefent  patentees,  for  the 
fale  of  his  intereft  in  the  theatre  ; 
but,  continued  to  ad  during  the 
remainder  of  that  feafon.  *  The 
laft  night  of  his  performance  was, 
for  the  theatrical  fund,  on  the 
10th  day  bf  June  in  'that  year, 
when  he  repreftnted  the  character 

of 
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of  Don  Felix  in  The  Winder.  At 
rile  eoncluiion.  of  the  play  he  came 
forward,  a::d  addreff;d  the  audi- 
ence in  a  fhort  fpeech,  whrrein  he 
laid,  "  11  hsd  beer,  aiu-i  for  per- 
"  Ions  in  his  iJtua;:on  to  addrefs 
"  the  public  in  an  Epilogue  ; 
and  th."t  he  had  accordingly 
turned  !iie.  thoughts  that  wav, 
"  but  found  it  as  impoffible 
to  write,  as  it  would  be  to 
fpeak,  a  ft  u  died  compofition  ; 
the  iir.-le  of  rhvmc  ar.d  the 
language  of  fiction  ill  Anting 
his  then  feeling*:  that  the  mo- 
ment in  which  he  then  fpeke 
"  was  indeed  an  awful  one  to 
"  him :  that  he  had  received  in- 
*€  numerable  favours,  from  the 
.  *'  public,  and  took  his  leave  on 
"  the  fpot  where  thofe  favours 
"  were  conferred/'    He  then  faid, 


c< 


ft 


€i 
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refpeclable  in  the  kingdom,  and 
of  a  large  fortune,  acquired  in  the 
courfe  of  more  than  thirty  years  : 
but  the  ir.o".e,  which  he  had  been 
afflicted  with  ibme  time,  had  al- 
ready made  fuch  inroads  on  his 
c  on  ft  it  lit  ion,  that  he  was  unable  to 
commuricare  or  receive  from  his 
friends  that  pleafure  which  his 
company  afforded,  except  a:  times, 
and  in  a  verv  partial  manner.  It 
h  luppofed  that  he  injured  his 
health  by  the  application  of  quack 
medicines,  and  often  experienced 
the  moil  violent  torments  from  the 
feverity  of  his  diforder. 

In  Auguft,  1777,  Mr.  Garrick, 
accompanied  by  his  neighbour  and 
friend,  Mr.  Hen.  Hoare,  of  the 
Adelphi,  made  a  vifit  to  Mr. 
Hoare,  of  Stourhead,  in  Wiles. 
Being  particularly  charmed    with 


€( 


that,    whatever  the   events   of    the  Grotto,  he  faid  he  (hould  like 


tt 


"  his  ftcure  life  might  be,  he 
"  (hould  ever  remember  thofe  fa- 
•'  vours  with  the  highelt  futisfac- 
**  tion  and  deepeft  gratitude  ;  and 
though  he  admitted  the  fupe- 
rior  fkill  and  abilities  of  his 
•*  fflcceilbrs,  he  defied  them  to 
0t  exert  ihemfelves  with  more 
*'  indu'iry,  zeal,  and  attention, 
"  th.;:i  h?  had  done."  This 
fpcech,  which  was  delivered  with 
all  tha:  emotion  which  the  parti- 
cular (kuation  of  the  fpeaker  ren- 
dered  very  interfiling  and    sfreet- 

ing.  w^  ic/eived  with  the  loud  eft 

bnrili  of  api'huf"  ;  and  he  left  the 

Itr.^e  with    the  acclamations  of  a 

ntiiiierou-i    a ;i J     poiite     audience, 

who    were  unable    to  forbear    ex- 

prcifing  the  dt  epeil  concern  for  the 

}ofs  c;f  their  favourite  performer. 
Mr.  Garrick  now  retired  to  the 

fn;oynunt  of  his  friend?,  the  moft 

*  ikn.  IJoaic,  jun.       -(•  I>cnfon  Earlc,  of  Sililbury. 

U  John  Bcnfon,  Eiqj 


it  for  his  burying-place  ;  upon 
which  one  of  the  company  wifhed 
him  to  write  his  own  Epitaph  ; 
which,  as  foon  as  he  returned  to 
the  houfe,  he  did,  extempore. 

Tom  Fool,  the  tenant  of  this  narrow  fpace9 
(He  play  d  no  foclijh  part  to   chufe   the 

place) 
Hoping  tor  mortal  honours  e>n  in  death, 
Thus  fpeke   his  wiihes   with   his  lateft 

breath. 
"  That  Hal  *,  fivect-bUodtd  Hal,   might 

"  once  a -year, 
"  Quit  focial  joys  to  drop  a  friendly  tear  5 
*«  That  Eerie  f>  with  magic  founds  that 

"  charm  the  breatt, 
"  Should  with  a  requium  teach  his  foul  to 

"  reft  j 
"  Full  charged  with  humour,    that  the 

"  fportive  Rufi  % 
"  Sliould  fire  three  vollies  o'er  the  dufi  to 

"  duji\ 
"  That   honcft  Bcnfon^,    ever  free  and 

"  plain, 
"  For  once  (hou*d  figh,    and  wifli  him 

"  back  again  j 

John  Ruft,  Efqj 
«  That 
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«  That  Hmt*«  too  mijht  complete  W»         Romeo  and  Juliet,    $  Tragedy/, 

..  wTftfiSAii  «^i «  o.  *""*«•  a**-..  *«  « 

»  man."  Drury  Ljuie,   lamp.  ITS©. 

Every  Man  in  hit  ifweor,  • 

At  Chriftwi,  1778,  b«  weatto  Comedy,  altered  from  Be»  jpWbir, 

vifit  Lord  Spencer  at  Althorp,  k  •*;«  **  Drury  Lane,  8*»,  intr 

Northamptonihiw!,  daring  toe  ho.  Tn»  wteratwrn  Nuilb  cfcjejay  of 

tidava.     He  there  was  taken  ill  (  «Wuffi«f  »d  traafpefitipsw,  with 

but  recovered  fo  far  that  he  was  tte  "ditton  of    a    whale   (mm 

removed  to  town,  whsw  growing  m  the +th  aft.     It  wa»  ewdfclitjy 

worfe,  he  died  io  ft  few  daya  after.  afted-     Thofe  wh°  remoeaW  th* 

wards,  at  his  houfc  in  the  Adel-  o"gmal  performers  do  not,  expect 

phi,  on  the  20th  day  of  January  *°  f«  a  pW  ever    0  completely 

Jail,  at  the  age  of  63  yean  j  lew*  fi!kd   again    ln    eveff  «h*nsC*s« 

ing  behind  him  the  cfcmitar  of  a  Prologue  by  Mr.  Whittled, 
friendly,  hoBMm,  charitable,  and        The  Faines,  an  Opeaa,  tlluat}    , 

(notwithitauding   many    idle    re.  from  Shakefpeare,  fei  to  Mafic  fc?    - 

pom  wo  may  add)  liharal  m»|  Mr-  Sl,mi|.  8vo-   '7S(-    Swings*  • 

one  who  felt  for  diftrefi,  and  ».  bY  Mr-  Garwck. 
lieved  it ;  a  chearful  eomparuo*.        The  Tempeft,  an  Open,  aiWfr 

a  pleafing  writer,  and  the  firft  aftor  ed  from  Shakefpeare,  fettemil 

of  this  or  any  other  age.  °Y  Mr-  Smith,  8vo,  1754.    The 
prologue  to  this  piece  r  —■>-—*-' 


J    J                                     *  Flonzel   and    Perditn,   (V  5)H- 

THF.  Lying  Valet,  a  Comedy,  matte  Pallors!,  in  thr*»a&,  per- 

of  two  acts,  8vo,  1740.  Firll  acted  formed    at    Drury     ,aoe,    175$. 

it  Goodman's  Fields,  and  after-  This  is  taken  from  Tit  Wimtr>i 

wards  at  Drury  Lane.  Tale,  and  was  originally  acted  oa-t 

Mifi  in  her  Teens,  or  the  Med-  der  that  title,     ft  was  not  printed 

ley  of  Lovers,  a  Farce  in  two  acts,  until  1758. 

performed  at  Coven  t  Garden,  8vo.  '      Catherine  and  Pstruci©,  aFarce, 

174;.     The  hint-of  this  piece  was  a$ed  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1796. 

taken  from  La  Pari/umt  of  D'An-  An    alteration    of    Shake  fpeare'* 

court.                                          '  Tombs  */"**•  Sbnw.'  Performed 

Lethe,  a  Dramatic  Satire,  acted  on  the  fame  night  as  'Flense!  and 

at  Drury  Lane,  .8vo.   1748.    This  Perdita. 

admirable    performance,      which  Lillipot,  a  Dramatic  EnteNain- 

ranks  with   the  firft  of  its  kind,  meat,  acted  at  Drnry  Lane,  8*0, 

was    originally    represented    in  a  '757-     This  was  sited  by  chit. 

very  imperfett  ftata  at  Goodman's  dren.     In  1777  it  was  reviled  by 

Fields,  when  the  author  was  en-  the  author,  and  performed  at  the 

gaged  there.     The  firft  fleetch,  as  Hay-market,      . 

then  performed,    was  printed  >n  The  Male  Coquet,  or  Seventeen 

izmo,   174;,    under  the  title  of  Hwdred  and  Fifty  S*veo,  a  Faroe, 

LiTiiE,or.£iOP  intheShades.  acted  at  Drury  Lane,  8v»,  1757. 

*  Henry  Hoare,  of  Sto«beed. 

Thii 
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This  little  piece  was  firft  a&ed  at 
Mr.  Woodward's  benefit.  Jt  was 
planned,  written,  and  a&ed,  in  lefs 
than  a  month. 

The  Gamefters,  a  Comedy,  al- 
tered from  Shirley,  a&ed  at  Drnry 
Lane,  8vo,  1758. 

Ifabella,  or  the  Fatal  Marriage, 
a  Play  altered  from  Southern,  acted 
at  Drnry  Lane,  8vo,  1758.  An 
alteration  of  The  Fatal  Marriage, 
by  omiffion  of  the  comic  fcenes. 

The  Guardian,  a  Comedy,  in 
two  a&s,  performed  at  Drury  Lane, 
8vo,  1759.  This  was  performed 
the  firft  time  for  the  benefit  of  Mr. 
Chriftopher  Smart,  a  very  agree- 
able but  unhappy  poet,  then  un- 
der confinement.  It  is  taken  in 
a  great  meafure  from  the  celebrat- 
ed Pupille  of  Monf.  Fagan. 

The  Enchanter,  or  Love  and 
Magic,  a  Mufical  Drama,  a&ed  at 
Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1760. 

Harlequin's  Invafion,  a  Speak- 
ing Pantomime,  a&ed  at  Drury 
Lane,  1761  ;  not  printed.  We 
are  told  this  was  originally  per- 
formed at  Bartholomew  Fair. 

Cymbeline,  a  Tragedy,  altered 
from  Shakefpeare,  a&ed  at  Drury 
Lane,  i2mo,  1761. 

The  Farmer's  Return  from  Lon- 
don, an  Interlude,  performed  at 
Drury  Lane,  4-to,  1762.  This 
made  its  firft  appearance  at  Mrs. 
Pritchard's  benefit. 

The  Clandeftine  Marriage,  a 
Comedy,  a&ed  a't  Drury  Lane, 
8vo,  1766.  This  was  a  joint  prO- 
du&ion  with  Mr.  Colman,  was 
a&ed  with  great  applaufe,  and  may 
be  confidered  as  one  of  the  beft  co- 
medies in  the  Englifh  language. 

The  Country  Girl,  a  Comedy, 
altered  from  Wychcrley,  a&ed  at 
Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1766. 

Neck  or^  Nothing,  a  Farce  in 


two  a&s,  performed  at  Drury  Lane, 
8vo,  1766.  This  farce  is  afcrib- 
ed  to  Mr.  Garrick,  although  it 
has  alfo  been  given  to  Mr.  King. 
It  is  an  imitation  of  the  Crtftin 
Rival  defiu  Maitre  of  Le  Sage. 

Cymon,  a  Dramatic  Romance, 
a&ed  at  Drnry  Lane,  8vo,  1767. 

A  Peep  behind  the  Curtain,  or 
The  New  Rehearfal,  a  Farce,  a&- 
ed  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1767. 

The  Jubilee,  a  Dramatic  Enter* 
tain  men  t,  a&ed  at  Drnry  Lane, 
1769.  This  piece,  which  it  not 
printed,  was  one  of  the  moft  fne> 
cefsful  performances  ever  produced 
on  the  ftage. 

King  Arthur,  or  the  Britifh 
Worthy,  altered  from  Dry  den,  ad-' 
ed  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1770. 

Hamlet,  altered  from  Shake- 
fpeare, a&ed  at  Drury  Lane  about 
1 77 1.     Not  printed. 

The  Irifh  Widow,  a  Comedy  of 
two  a&s,  performed  at  Drury  Lane, 
8vo,  1772.  The  intention  of  this 
piece  feems  to  have  been  merely 
to  introduce  Mrs.  Barry  (now  Mrs. 
Crawford)  in  a  new  light  to  the 
audience,  and  is  very  fuccefsfully 
executed.  The  chara&ers  of  Whit- 
tle, Sir  Patrick  O'Neale,  and  Tho- 
mas, are  extremely  well  fuftained, 
and  that  of  Keckfy  admirably. 

The  Chances,  a  Comedy,  with 
alterations,  a&ed  at  Drnry  Lane, 
8vo,  1773.  This  is  the  Duke" of 
Buckingham's  play  with  the  fame 
title.  The  alterations  are  chiefly 
omiffion s  of  indecent  paflages, 
which  the  refinement  of  the  prefent 
times  would  not  fuffer. 

Albumazar,  a  Comedy,  with 
alterations,  a&ed  at  Drury  Lane, . 
8vo,  1773.  This  excellent  old 
comedy  was  revived  with  all  the 
ftrength  of  the  houfe,  as  it  had 
been  before  in  1748;  yet,  notwith- 
standing, 
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Handing,  was  not  fo  fucceisful  as 
it  deferved  to  have  been. 

Alfred,  a  Tragedy,  altered  from 
Mallet,  a&ed  at  I)rury  Lane,  8vb, 

*773- 
A  Chriftmas  Tale,  in  five  parts, 

a&ed  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1774* 
This  hath  fince  been  reduced  to 
two  a&s,  and  performed  as  an  af- 
ter-piece. 

The  Meeting  of  the  Company, 
a  Prelude,  a&ed  at  Drury  Lane, 

1774.  Not  printed. 

May  Day,  a  Ballad  Opera,  acV 
ed  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1775* 

The  Theatrical. Candidates,  a 
Prelude,  a&ed  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo, 

1775.  The  ^  two  pfcee*  *** 
printed  together. 

He  alfo  made  fome  alterations 

in  Rule  a  Wife  and  home  *  Wifi* 

Mahomet,  and  many  other  pieces. 


which  were  performed  during  his 
management. 

Befides  the  feveral  pieces  men- 
tioned in  the  foregoing  Anecdotes, 
he  was  the  author  of  many  Pro- 
logue^ and  Epilogues,  too  nume- 
rous to  be  here  particularized.  Be 
atyb  wrote  fome_poems  iaDodfley'e 
CoHedion  of  Poems,  Vol.  Ill; 
Letters 'in  the  St.  James's  Chro- 
nicle, figned  Oakley ;  and  njany 
little  poeins  in  'Magazines  and 
News-papers. 

The  Faroe  of  Higk  Lift  Mow 
Stmrs,  which  is  frequently  afcrib- 
ed  to  him,  is  omitted  in  the  above 
lift,  at  there  are  many  reeibe*  to 
believe- it  to  have  been  written 
another  peribn,  the  late  Mr. 
owaly,  leafier  of  MertiutoU 
Taylors fchooL  >' ) 


ft 
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JaouTtt  of  a  Cure  of  tbt  St.  Vitus'/ 
Dance  by  EUftricity.  In  a  Let- 
ter  frtm  Anthony  Fothergill, 
M.D.  F.R.S.  at  Northamp- 
ton, /#  William  Henly.  /.  R.  S. 

[From  the  Philofophical  Tnnb€tlom  ] 

ANN  AGUTTER,  a  girl  of 
ten  years  of  age,  of  a  pale, 
emaciated  habit,  was  admitted  an 
oat-patient  at  the  Northampton- 
hofpital  on  the  6th  of  June  laft. 
From  her  father's  account  it  ap- 
peared (for  (he  was  fpeechlefs  and 
with  difficulty  fup ported  from  fal- 
ling by  two  afEftants)  that  (he  had 
for  fix  weeks  laboured  under  vio- 
lent con vul five  motions,  which 
affe&ed  the  whole  frame,  from 
which  (he  had  very  fhort  intermif- 
fions,  except  during  fleep ;  that 
the  difeafe  had  not  only  impaired 
her  memory  and  intellectual  fa- 
culties, but  of«  late  had  deprived 
her  of  the  ufe  of  fpeech. 

Volatile  and  fetid  medicines 
were  now  recommended,  and  the 
warm  bath  every  other  night ;  but 
with  no  better  fuccefs,  except  that 
the  nights  which  had  been  reftlefs 
became  fomewhat  more  compofed. 
Bli Iters  and  anti-fpafmodics  were 
di reded,  and  particularly  the  flow- 
ers of  zinc,  which  were  continued 
till  the  beginning  of  July,  but 
without  the  lead  abatement  of  the 


fymptoms ;  when  her  father  grow- 
ing impatient  of  fruitlefs  attend- 
ance at  the  hofpital,  I  recom- 
mended, as  a  dernier  refort,  a 
trial  of  electricity,  under  the  ma* 
nagement  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ua* 
derwood,  an  ingenious  ele&riciaa. 
After  this  I  heard  no  more  of  her 
till  the  firft  of  Auguft,  when  her 
father  came  to  inform  me  that  his 
daughter  was  well,  and  defired 
(he  might  have  her  difcharge.  To 
which,  after  exprefftng  my  doubts 
of  the  cure,  I  con  fen  ted  ;  but 
(hould  not  have  been  perfectly 
convinced  of  it,  had  I  not  receiv- 
ed afterwards  a  full  confirmation 
of  it  from  Mr.  Underwoodf,  dated 
Sept.  i6.  an  extract  from  whofe 
letter  I  will  now  give  you  in  his 
own  words : 

'  I  have  long  expected  the  plea- 
fure  of  feeing  you,  that  I  might 
inform  you  how  I  proceeded  in  the 
cure  of  the  poor  girl.  As  the 
cafe  was  particular,  I  have  been 
very  minute,  and  wi(h  you  may 
find  fomething  in  it  that  may  be 
ufeful  to  others.  If  you  think  it 
proper,  I  beg  you  will  (late  the 
cafe  medically,  and  make  it  as 
public  as  you  pleafe. 

'  July  5.  On  the  glafs  footed 
(tool  for  thirty  minutes :  (parks  were 
drawn  from  the  arms,  neck,  and 
head,  which  caufed  a  confiderable 

perfpira* 
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perfpirarion,  and  a  rafh  appear- 
ance in  her  forehead.  She  then 
received  (hocks  through  her  hands, 
arms,  breads,  and  hack ;  and  from 
this  time  the  fymptqms  abated, 
her  arms  beginning  to  recover  ,thek 
ufes  *. 

'  Juty  l3m  Ori  the gl aft-footed 
flool  forty-five  minutes :  received 
ftrong  (hocks  through  her  lees  and 
feet,  which  from  that  time  began 
to  recover  their  wonted  ufes  ;  alio 
four  ftrong  (hocks  through  the 
jaws,  foon  after  which  her  fpeech 

returned. 

'  July  23.  On  the  glafs- footed 
ftool  for  the  fpace  of  one  hour: 
fparks  were  drawn  from  her  arms, 
legs,  head,  and  bread,  which  for 
the  firft  time  (he  very,  ienfibly  felt; 
alfo  two  (hocks  through  the  fpine. 
She  could  now  walk  alone ;  her 
countenance  became  more  florid, 
and  all  her  facultiea  feemed  won- 
derfully (lengthened,  and  from 
this  time  (he  continued  mending  to 
a  date  c^f  perfect  health. 

'  Every  time  (he  was  electrified 
poiltively,  her  pulfe  quickened  to 
a  great  degree,  and  an  eruption, 
much  like  the  itch,  appeared  in 
all   her  joints.' 

Thus  far  Mr.  UnSerwood.  To 
complete  the.hiftory  of  this  lingu- 
lar cafe,  I  this  day  (0£l.  28.) 
rode  feveral  miles,  on  my  return 
from  the  country,  to  vifit  her; 
and  had  the  fatisfaflion  to  find  her 
in  good  health,  and  the  above  ac- 
count verified  in  every  particular, 
with  this  addition,  that  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  difeafe  (he  had  but 
flight  twitchings,  attended  with 
running,  daggering,  and  a  varie- 
ty of  involuntary  gefticulations 
which  diftinguifh  the   St.  Vitas'* 


dance,  and  that,  thefe  fymptme 
we're  afterwards  succeeded  Jby  *caw~ 
vuHions,  whicl^  rendered  it  4ifi- 
cult  for  two  aiCffanCB  to  kwr>  W  t 
in  bed,  and  which  foon  deprived 
her  of  fpeech  and  the-  ufe  of  J*er 
limbs.  The  eruption*  wbjefy  ap- 
peared on  the  pasts  elei&rifitd,  soon 
receded,  without  producing  any 
return  of  the  fyniptoms,  and  tbe*e- 
fore  could  not  be  called  cwtfcaj, 
but  merely  the  effect  of  the  cleri- 
cal ftimuiqst  .  Having  gi,ven  h*r  . 
parents  feme  general  dire&ioas  m 
•to  her  regimen,  65c'  I  took  mjr 
leave,  wit* -a, ftrong  jajun&iofl,  so 
'make  me  acquainted  in  cafe  A95 
uonld  Jumper  ft  rtlapfe.  Btfam 
I  conclude,  it  .may  not  be  impip- 

rar  to  obferve,,  {hat  fame  time  %p  x 
was  fertuaate  enough  tb  curt-ji 
Voy  who  .ha^  Ic^,^  ba4   the  ^ 
Vitus'*  dance  CdwOTh, in  amuck, 
left  degree)  tyifcfavatK    AiWK  .• 
lent  coavulfiv*  dUcaic,  feattwhft 
£milar  to  the'  Above,  though,  if 
I    recoiled  right,    not    attended 
with  the  '  aphonia,'  was  fuGcalsv 
fully  treated  in  the  fame  way  by 
Dr.  Watfon,  and  is  recorded  in 
the     Philofophical    Tranfadiona. 
May  we  not  then  conclude,  die* 
thefe  fads  alone,  and  more  might 
perhaps  he  produced,  are  fuficionjt 
to  intitle  electricity  to  a  dtftin- 
guiflied  place  in  the  clals  of  aj*ti£- 
pafmodics  ? 

.   lam,  &&  . 

An  Account  §f  a  Remarkable  htfef- 
ft&ion  of  Sight.     From  the  f*m. 


1 


Roien,  May  26, 1777* 
Rev,  Sir, 

RECEIVED  your  favour  in 
doe  time.    I  (houjd  have  give* 


#  The  coated  bottle  held  near  a  quart. 


you 
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rou  my  anfwer  fooner,  but  have 
been  greatly  afRi&ed  with  the 
gout.  I  am  very  willing  to  inform 
you  (and  take  your  inquiry  as  a 
favour)  of  my  inability  concern- 
ing colours,  as  far  as  I  am  able 
from  my  own  common  obfervation. 

Jt  is  a  family  failing :  my  father 
has  exadtly  the  fame  impediment : 
my  mother  and  one  of  my  fitters 
were  perfect  in  all  colours :  my  other 
filler  and  my/elf  alike  imperfett:  my 
lafl  mentioned  fitter  has  two  fons, 
both  imperfect  ; — but  (he  has  a 
daughter  who  is  very  perfect :  I 
have  a  fon  and  daughter,  who 
both  know  all  colours  without  ex- 
ception ;  and  fo  did  their  mother : 
my  mother's  own  brother  had  the 
like  impediment  with  me,  though 
my  mother,  as  mentioned  above, 
knew  all  colours  very  well. 

Now  I  will  inform  you  what  co- 
lours I  have  leaft  knowledge  of. 
I  do  not  know  any  green  in  the 
world ;  a  pink  colour  and  a  pale 
blue  are  alike,  I  do  not  know  one 
from  the  other.  A  full  red  and 
full  green  the  fame,  I  have  often 
thought  them  a  good  match  ;  — 
but  yellows  (light,  dark,  and  mid- 
dle) and  all  degrees  of  blue,  ex- 
cept thofe  very  pale,  commonly 
called  Iky,  1  know  perfectly  well, 
and  can  difcern  a  deficiency,  in 
any  of  thofe  colours,  to  a  particu- 
lar nicety  :  a  full  purple  and  deep 
blue  fometimes  baffle  me.  I  mar- 
ried my  daughter  to  a  genteel, 
worthy  man  a  few  years  ago;  the 
day  before  the  marriage  he  came 
to  my  houfe,  dreffed  in  a  new  fuit 
of  fine  cloth  cloaths.  I  was  much 
difpleafed  that  he  fhould  come  (as 
I  fuppofed)  in  black;  faid,  "  He 
mould  go  back  to  change  his  co- 
lour." But  my  daughter  faid, 
€<  No,  no ;  the  colour  is  very  gen- 


teel ;  that  it  was  my  eyes  that  ie* 
ceived  me."  He  was  a  Gentle- 
man of  the  Law,  in  a  fine,  rich 
claret- coloured  drefs,  which  is  as 
much  a  black  to  my  eyes  as  any 
black  that  ever  was  dyed.  She 
has  been  married  feveral  years ; 
no  child  living,  and  my  ion  is 
unmarried;  fo  how  this  impedi- 
ment may  defcend  from  me  is  un- 
known. 

I  have  a  general  good  fatisfac- 
tion  in  the  midft  of  this  my  ina- 
bility ;  can  fee  objefts  at  a  dis- 
tance when  I  am  on  travel  with 
an  acquaintance,  and  can  difiin- 
guifh  the  fize,  figure,  or  fpace, 
equal  to  moft,  and,  I  believe,  as 
quick,  colour  excepted. 

My  bufinefs  was  behind  a  coun- 
ter many  years,  where  I  had  to 
do  with  variety  of  colours.  I  of- 
ten, when  alone,  met  with  a  diffi- 
culty; but  I  commonly  had  a 
fervant  in  the  way  to  attend  me, 
who  made  up  my  deficiency.  .1 
have  been  now  feven  years  from 
trade.  My  eyes,  thank  God,  are 
very  good  at  difcerning  men  and 
things. 

If  your  learned  fociety  can 
fearch  out  the  caufe  of  this  very 
extraordinary  infirmity,  and  find  a 
method  for  an  amendment,  you 
will  be  fo  obliging  to  acquaint 
me.     I  am,  &c. 

J.  Scott* 

4n  Account  of  the  IJland  of  St.  Mi- 
guel ;  by  Mr.  Francis  Mafon, 
in  a  Letter  to  Mr.  William  Aiton, 
Botanical  Gardener  to  bis  Majefy. 
From  the  fame.  • 

St.  Miguel,  Aug.  zo,  1777. 
SIR, 
Have  vifited  the  greateft  part  of 
this  iiland,  and  find  that  its 

produc- 
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produ&ions    differ     greatly    from 
thofe  of  Madeira,    infomuch  that 
none  of  the  trees  of  the  latter  are 
found  here,    except  the  faya ;  it 
has  a  nearer  affinity  to  Europe  than 
Africa.     The  mountains   are   co- 
vered with  the  erica  vulgaris,  and 
an  elegant  ever-green  fhrub  very 
like  a  phillyrea,  which  gives  them 
«  mod  beautiful  appearance.  Not- 
withstanding this  ifland  has  been 
frequently  vifited  by  Europeans,  I 
cannot  help  communicating  to  yon 
a  few  of  its  Angularities.     It  is  one 
of  the  principal  and  mod  fertile  bf 
the  Azores,  fometimep  called  the 
Weftern    Iflands,   of  which    there 
are  nine,  belonging  to  the  crown 
of  Portugal,    and   fituated   about 
500  miles  weft  of  Lifbon.     Lon- 
gitude weft  from    London    2$    to 
3-7,.    Latitude  36  to  to  40  north. 

The  length  of  Sr.  Miguel  is 
about  eighteen  or  twenty  leagues, 
nearly  eaft  to  weft;  its  breadth  is  un- 
equal, not  exceeding  five  leagues, 
and  in  fome  places  not  more  than 
two.  It  contains  about  80,000  in- 
habitants. 

Its  capital,  the  city  of  Ponta 
del  Guda,  which  contains  about 
12000  inhabitants,  is  fituated  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  trfe  ifland,  on  a 
fine  fertile,  plain  country,  pretty 
regularly  built ;  the  ftreets  ftraight 
r.nd  of  a  good  breadth.  It  is  fup- 
plied  with  good  water,  which  is 
brought  about  the  diftance  of  three 
leagues  from  the  neighbouring 
mountains.  The  churches  and 
other  religious  edifices  are  ele- 
gant and  well  built  for  fuch-  an 
iiland.  There  is  a  large  convent 
of  Francifcan  friars,  and  one  of 
the  order  of  St.  Auguftin,  four 
convents  for  profefled  nuns,  and 
three  recolbimentos  (houfes  of  re- 
tirement) for  young  women  and 
Vol.  XXII. 


widows  *  who    are   not    profeffed. 
The   veflels  anchor   in   an   open 
road  ;  but  it  is  not  dangerous,  as 
no  wind  can  prevent  their  going 
to  fea  in  cafe  of  ftormy  weather.- 
The  country  round    the    city  is 
plain  for  feveral  miles,  well  culti- 
vated, and  laid  oat  with  good  tafte 
into  fpacious ,  fields,     which  are 
fown  with  wheat,  barley,  Indian, 
corn,   pulfe,   &c.    and  commonly 
produce  annually  two  crops;  for 
as  foon  as  one  is  taken  off,  ano- 
ther is  immediately  (own   in   its 
place.  "  The   foil  is  remarkably 
gentle  and  eafy  to  work,  being  for 
the  moft  part  compofed  of  polve* 
rized  pumice  ft  one.     There  are  in 
xhe  plains  a  number  of  pleafant 
-country   (eats,    with  orchards   of. 
(orange  trees,  which  are  efteemed 
the  be(l  in  Europe. 

The  fecond  '  town  is  Ribeir* 
Grande,  fituated  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  iiland,  containing  about  as 
many  inhabitants  as  the  city;  a 
large  convent  of  Francifcan  friars, 
and  one  of  nuns.  It  gives  title 
to  a  count,  called  the  Conde  Ri- 
beira  Grande,  who  fir  ft  inftituted 
linen  and  woollen  manufactories  ia 
the  ifland. 

The  third  town  is  Villa  Franca, 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland, 
about  fix  leagues  eaft  of  Ponta  del 
•Guda.  It  has  a  convent  of  Fran* 
tiifcan  friar;,  and  one  of  nuns, 
which  contains  about  three  hun- 
dred. Here,  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  (hore,  lies  a  fmall  ifland 
(II has)  which  is  hollow  in  the 
middle,  and  contains  a  fine  bafon 
with  only  One  entrance  into  it,  fit 
to  hold  fifty  fail  of  veflels  fecure 
from  all  weather;  at  prefent  it 
wants  cleaning  out,  as  the  win- 
ter's rain  wafties  down  great  quan- 
tities of  earth  into  it,  which  has 
*  JF  greatly 
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gzta'.y  Cr.;r,:::.:c  :*.:  cet:.i  but 
veiTr  *  frrcutn'.iy  at: her  bet*  ecu 
thi:  iiland  ar.d  the  rr.iir.. 

Be::de  thefe  tcwr-,  arc  feveral 
fira">rf  1:2.  Alagca.  Agca  ce 
Pac,  Brelarha,  Faroes  ce  AJsda, 
and  a  num^r  cf  himlcts,  Called 
Lugars,  or  Place*. 

About    four   leagues   north -eaii 
frcm   Villa   Franca,    lies  a  place 
railed  FurKa!,  being  a  roucc  deep 
valley  in  the  middle  of  the  eaft 
part    of    the    iiland,    farroun.ed 
with     high     mountain?,     which, 
though  ftcep,  may  be  eafily  amend- 
ed  on    horfeback    bv    two  roads. 
The    vailev   is   about   nve  or   fix 
leagues  in  circuit,  the  face  of  the 
mountains,  which  are  very  fteep, 
is     en  lire  ly    covered     with    ever- 
greens,   viz-    myrtles,    laurels,    a 
large    fpecies   of   bilberry,   called 
*ra    dd  ferra    (mountain    grape?) 
Sec.  ar.d  numberlefs  rivulets  of  the 
pure  ft  water  run  down   their  fides. 
The  valley  below  is  well  cultivat- 
ed, producing  wheat,  Indian  com, 
flax,  &c.     The  fields  are  planted 
round  with    a    beautiful    fort   of 
poplars,    which   grow  into  pyra- 
midal forms,    and  by  their  care- 
lefs,  irregular  difpof::ion,  together 
with   the   multitudes  of  rivulets, 
which  run  in  all  directions  through 
the  valley,  a  number  of  boiling 
fountains,  throwing  up  clouds  of 
fleam,  a  fine  lake  in  the  fouth- 
weft  part  about  two  leagues  round, 
corapofe  a  profpedt  the  fined  that 
can  be  imagined.     In   the  bottom 
of  the  valley  the  reads  are  fmooth 
and  eafy,  there  being  no  rocks  but 
a  fine  pulverized  pumice  Hone  that 
the  earth  is  compofed  of. 

There  are  a  number  of  hot  foun- 
tains in  different  parts  of  the  val- 
ley, and  alio  on  the  fides  of  the 
mountains :  but  the  moil  remark- 

S 


ab'.e  is  that  ca:ied  the   Calieir*, 
filiated  in  the  carters  par?  of  the 
va'ley,  on    a  fmail  eminence    by 
the  livie  cf  a  river,  en  which  is  a 
baibn  about  thirty  fee:  in  diame- 
ter,   where  the  water  continually 
boils  with  prodigious  fury-.     A  few 
yards  di&ant  from  it  is  a  cavern 
in  the  fide  of  the  bank,  in  which 
the  water  boils  in  a  dreadful  man- 
ner, throwing  ont  a  thick,  mud- 
dy, unctuous  water  feveral  yards 
from   its   mouth   with   a   hideous 
noife.     In  the  middle  of  the  river 
are  feveral  places  where  the  water 
boil 5    up  fo    hot,   that  a    peribn 
cannot  dip  his  finger  into  it  with- 
out being  fcalded ;  alfo  along  its 
barks   are  feveral   apertures,  out 
of   which    the  ftreaxn  rifes^to    a 
confiderable  height   fo  hot,    that 
there  is   no  approaching   it   with 
one's   hand :    in   other  places,   a 
perfon  would  think,  that  a  hun- 
dred fmiths  bellows  were  blowing 
ail     together,     and     fulphcreoui 
flreams  ifluing  out  in  thoufands  of 
places,    fo  that  native  fulphur   is 
found    in   every   chink,    and  the 
ground  covered  with  it  like  hoar 
froft ;  even   the  bufhes  that  hap- 
pen to  lay  near  thsfe  places  are 
covered  with  pure  brimftone,  con- 
denfing  from  tne  ftream  that  ilTucs 
out  of  the  ground,  which  in  many 
places  is  covered  over  with  a  fub- 
ftance  like  burned  allura.   In  thefe 
fmall  caverns,    where  the  ft  ream 
i flues  out,   the  people  often    boil 
their  yams  (inhames.) 

Near  thefe  boiling  fountains  are 
feveral  mineral  fpnngs  ;  two,  in 
particular,  whofe  waters  have  a 
very  ftrong  mineral  quality,  of 
an  acid  tafte  and  bitter  to  the 
tongue. 

About  half  a  mile  to  the  weft- 
ward,  and  dole  by  the  river  fide, 

are 
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are  feveral  hot  fpring3,  which  are  and  more  frequented ;  fevera!  per* 

ufed  by  lick  people  with  great  fuc-  fens,  who  had  loft  the  nfe  of  their 

cefs.     Alfo  on  the  fide  of  a  hilt,  limb)  by  the  dead  palfy  have  been 

weft  of   St.    Ann's    Church,    are  cured;  abd  alfo  others'  who  wue' 

many  others,  with  three  bathing  troubled  with  eruptions  oa  their 

houfes,  which  are  commonly  ufed.  bodies'. 

Thefe  waters  are  warm,  although  A  clergyman,  who_  was  greatly 

not  boiling  hot ;  but  at  the  fame,  afflicted  with  tie  gout,  tried  the 

place  iilue   feveral   ftreams  of  cold  faid    waters,    and   was  in   a   Short 

mineral  water,  by  which  they  are  .time  perfectly  cured,  jyjd  has  had 

tempered,  according  to  every  one?!  no  retail)'  fince^^^^^^^^^^ 

liking.                                    _  When  I  was  there  feveral  old 

About  a  mile  fouth  of  tnis  place,  gentlemen,  who  were  quite  worn 

and  over  a  low  ridge  of  hills,  lies  out  with  the  faid  difordcr,    were 

a  fine  lake  about  two  leagues  in  ufing  the  waters,  and  had  received  < 

circumference,  and  very  deep,  the  incredible  benefit  from  them  ;  in 

water  thick,  and  of  a  greemfh  co-  particular,     an     old    gentleman, 

lour.     An  the  north  end  is  a  plain  about  fixty  years  of  age,  who  had 

piece   of  ground,  where  the  fnl-  been  tormented  with  that  difordcr 

phureous    ftreams    iilue    out-   in  more  than  twenty  years,  and  of- 

many  places,  attended  with  a  fur- .  ten  confined    to    his    bed    for  fix 

priling  blowing  lioife.    I  could  ob-  months   together  :    he    had    ufed' 

ferve  ftrong  fprings  in  the  lake,  '  theft  waters  ftboujt  titste  .wtflkai   , 

but  could  not  determine  whether  hid  quite  recovered  the  u&  of  hi* 

they  were  hoe- or  cold:  this  lake  limbs,  and  walked ■  about  is  the 

feems  to  have  no  viable  e vacua-  grcateft  fpirits  imaginable.  A  friar 

tion.    The   other  Airings  imme-  alfo  who  had  been  troubled  with  ' 

diately  form  a  considerable  river,  the    faid    diforder    about    twelve 

called  Ribeira  Qaentt  J^hot  river)  years,  and.  reduced  to  a  cripple, 

which  runs  a  courfe  about  two  or  by  ufing  them  a  fliort  time  wa« 

three  leagues  through  a  deep  rent  quite   well,    and  went  a  hunting 

in  the  mountain,  on  each  fide  of  everyday.     There  are  many  other 

which  arc  feveral  places  where  the  inftances    of  the  efficacy  of  thefe 

fmoke   i  flues    out.     It  difebarges  waters,  which  for  the  fake  of  bre- 

itfelf  into   the   fea  on  the   fouth  vity  I  mull  here  omit. 

fide,  near  which  are  fome  places  There    are    feveral    ether    hot 

where  the  water  boil;  up  at  fome  fpringj  in  the  iiland,  particularly 

diftarice  in  the  fea.  'at   Ribeira  Grande;   but   they  do 

This  wonderful  place  had  been  not   ppfiels  the    fame  virtues,    at 

taken  little  notice  of.'until  very  leaft  not  in  fo  great  a  degree.  The 

lately;   fo   little   curiofity  had  the  &  ft  and  weft   parts   of- the  ifland 

gentlemeu    of    the1  iiland,    that  rife  into  high  mountains,  but  tbe 

fcarcely  any  of  them  had  feen  it,  middle  is  low*  interfperfed"  with. 

until  of  late  fome  perfdns  afflicted  round  conic  biltoj    all  of  which 

with  I'ery  virulent  diforders,  were  have  very  recent  marks  of  fire; 

perfuaded  to   try  its  waters,    and  all  the  parts  below  the  fnrfacecon-'_ 

found  immediate  relief  from  them,  fining  .of  melted  lava,  lying  very 

Since  that  time  it  has  become  more  hollow. 

F  *  ■:   ,  Mot 
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Moft  of  the  mountain 5  to  the 
uellward  have  their  top*  hollowed 
out  like  a  punch  bowl,  and  con- 
tain water.  Near  the  well  end  is 
an  immer.fe  deep  valley  like  the 
Furnas,  cailel  the  Sete  Cidades 
(the  feven  cities).  This  valley  is 
furrour.Jed  with  very  abrupt  moun- 
tains, about  feven  or  eight  leagues 
round ;  in  the  bottom  is  a  deep 
lake  of  water,  about  three  leagues 
in  circuit,  furniilicd  with  a  great 
number  of  water  fowls.  This  wa- 
ter has  no  mineral  quality  ;  neither 
are  there  any  hot  fprings  in  rhe 
valley.  All  thefe  mountains  are 
compofed  of  a  white  crumbly 
pumice  ftone,  which  is  fo  loofe, 
that  if  a  perfon  thru  ft  a  flick  into 
the  banks,  whole  waggon  loads  of 
it  will  tumble  down.  The  inha- 
bitants of  the  iiland  relate  a  ftory, 
that  he  who  firft  fiifcovered  it  ob- 
ferved  an  extraordinary  high  peak 
near  the  wed  end  ;  but  the  fecond 
time  he  vifited  it  no  fuch  peak  was 
to  be  fech,  which  he  fuppofed 
muft  have  certainly  funk  ;  but 
however  improbable  this  (lory 
may  be,  at  fome  period  or  ano- 
ther it  moll  have  certainly  been  the 
cafe. 

If  you  fhourd  think  the  account 
of  the  mineral  waters  of  any  (er- 
vice  to  the  public,  they  are  very 
welcome  to  it ;  and  fhould  any 
perfon  venture  fo  far  for  his 
health,  a  fmall  ftock  of  the  fuper- 
fluities  of  life  only  need  belaid  in, 
as  the  ifland  yields  every  necefTary. 
The  climate  is  very  temperate  l 
the  thermometer  fince  I  have  been 
here  has  been  no  higher  that  77°, 
commonly  from  700  to  750. 


An  Account  of  the.  Figure  and  For- 
mation of  the  Earth— Of  Subter- 


ranecuJ  Fire  and  its  EfprSs  —  Of 
the  Deluge  —  Of  the  Origin  of 
Mountains,  Continents  9  &V. 

[From  WhlrehuriVs  Enquiry  into  the  ori- 
ginal State  of  the  Earth.] 

HAVING  premifed  the  ge- 
neral laws  or  principles  be- 
llowed upon  matter,  let  us  en- 
deavour to  trace  their  operations 
in  forming  the  chaotic  mat's  into 
an  habitable  world. 

The  nril  operation  which  pre- 
fents  itfelf  to  our  conception  is  the 
figure  of  the  earth  :  for  according 
to  proportion  the  fecond,  the  fluid 
mafs  no  fooner  began  to  revolve 
upon  its  axis,  than  its  component 
parts  began  to  recede  from  their 
axes  of  motion,  and  thus  conti- 
nued till  the  two  forces  were  equal- 
ly ballanced,  and  the  earth  had 
acquired  its  prefent  oblate  fpheroi- 
dical  form. 

The  component  parts  being  now 
arrived  at  a  Hate  of  reft,  with  re- 
fpe&  to  the  general  laws  of  mo- 
tion, began  a  fecond  operation  by 
means  or  their  affinities  ;  for  par- 
ticles of  a  fimilar  nature  attrad 
each  other  more  powerfully  than 
thofe  of  a  contrary  affinity  or 
quality. 

Hence  particles  of  air  united 
with  thofe  of  air  ;  thofe  of  water 
with  water;  and  thofe  of  earth 
with  earth;  and  with  their  union 
commenced  their  fpecific gravities. 

The  uniform  fufpenfton  of  the 
component  parts  being  thus  de- 
ft royed  by  the  union  of  fimilar  par- 
ticles, thofe  bodies  which  were  the 
moil  denfe  began  their  approach 
toward*  the  center  of  gravity,  and 
the  others  towards  the  furface. 

Thus  commenced  the  feparatiort 
of  the  chaotic  mafs  into  air,  water, 
earth,   &c. 

Now 
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Now  as  air  ia  eight  hundred  Therefore, 
times  lighter  than  water,  it  fee  mi  ed  upon  its  a ) 
to  follow,  by  the  law's  of  ftatica,  ration  of  its  c; 
that  it  heeame  freed  from  the  ge,  we  not  thenc 
neral  mafs  in  a  like  proportion^  atmofphere  m 
of  time,  fooper  than  water,  and  from  its  tro( 
formed'  a  muddy,  impart  atata/-, 
phtrt. 

Theprocefi  of  feparation  ftjj} 
goes  on,  and  the  earth  confoli- 
dates  every  day  more  and  more,  face  of 
towards  its  centre,-  and  its  furfqte 
becomes  gradually  covered  will) 
water,  until  ooe  uniwfal  fia  pre-} 
vailed  over  the  globe,  perfir4Ij[ 
pure  inAfit  for  animal  lift. 

Thus,  by  the  union  of  Gtnila,f 
particles,  the  component  parti  "of 
the  atmofphere  and  the  ocean 
feem  10  have  been  fepara.ted  ftom 
the  general  mafs,  aiTembled  toge- 
ther, and  fur  rounded  the  -  terra* 
queous  globe.         '     • 

To  the  peculiar  lawj  of  attrac- 
tion may  Iikewife  be  afcribed  thaf 
famenefs  of  quality  which  prevails 
in  jitaia  of  different  denomina- 
tions, as  calcaneus,  argillaceous, 
ice,  and  alfo  the  aflembfage  of  all 
other  particles  into  feleft  bodies', 
of  metals,  minerals,  falls,  talks, 
fpars,  floors,  cryftah,  diamonds, 
rubies,  amethyfis.  Sec.  and  many 
other  phenomena  in    the  natural 


i   the  chaos  revolv- 
i   during  the   fepa-  - 


erld. 

Having  thus  defined  the  gene- 
ral   laws   or    principles  by  which 


;  part)  of  the  chaos    Natut 


progreffively  freed 

matter,   light   and 

heat  mull  have  gradually  iticreafed, 

fun    became   vifible    iti 

the   firmament,   and  (hone  with  its 

full   Iullre   and    brigbtriefs   on    the 

;w-foimcd  globe. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  feveral 
days  and  nights  preceded  the  fun's 
appearance  in  the  heavens.  How 
far  the  refult  of  this  reafoiiing  rnav 
illuftraie  the  Mofaic  account.  df 
the  fun  being  created,  or  becom- 
ing vifible,  on  the  fourth  day  of 
creation,  is  moft  humbly  fubinitted 
to  the  confideration  and  candour  of 
the  learned  world. 

Jt  is  further  to  be  ohferved,  thaf  , 
as  the  feparation  of  the  chaos  was 
owing  to  the  union  of  iimilar  par- 
ticles, it    leems   to  follow,   that  as 
the  central  parts  of  the  earth  were 
fooner   at  rcll  than  the  more  fu'-  , 
perricial   parts    thereof,    that    the  * 
former  would  begin  to  confojldaie 
before  the  latter,  and    therefore   it 
appears   repugnant  to.   the  laws  of 
Nature,  that  the  central  part  ihould 
confill    of    water    only,    and    th? 
more   fuperficial    part    of    a    fljeft 
or  cruft,   as  lomc  writers  have  ima- 
<gin*d,     - 

Having  traced  the  operations  of 


e  dim 


feparating    the  xhaotip 

we  have  now  to  inquire  into   the 
formation  of  the  primitive  iflartds. 

'To   invelligate   this  matter,    let 

us    fuppofe,  for  the   prefenr,    that 

during  the  reparation  of  the  chaos, 

iyrtem,    the   preemption   is   great     the  earth   was   perfectly   free   from' 

that  the  governing  body  was    at    the  attra£U*e.jaBaenc«  of  all  other 

leall  coeval    with    the  bodies  go-    bodies ;    that    nothjng    interfered 

veined:  with  the  u"M% m  lj*<  .°i*iw  <W» 

F  3  8T"1* 


t  dalles  of  air,  water, 
not  be  improper  to  rc- 
u.s  the  fun  is  the  coin- 
of  gravity,  or  the  go- 
ing principle  in  the  planetary 


7° 
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gravitation.  It  will  then  follow, 
that  as  the  chaos  was  an  uniform 
pulp,  the  folids  would  equally 
fubfide  from  every  part  of  its  fur- 
face,  ,and  confequently  become  e- 
qually  covered  with  water. 

On  the  contrary,  if  the  moon 
was  coeval  with  the  earth,  its  at- 
tractive power  would  greatly  in- 
terfere with  the  uniform  fubfiding 
of  the  folids :  for  as  the  feparation 
of  the  folids  and  fluids  increafed, 
fo,  in  like  manner,  the  tides  would 
increafe,  and  remove  the  folids 
about,  from  place  to  place,  with- 
out any  order  or  regularity. 

Hence,  the  fea  neceflfarily  be- 
came unequally  deep,  and  thofe 
inequalities  daily  increafing,  in 
procefs  of  time  dry  land  would 
appear,  and  divide  the  fea,  which 
had  univerfally  covered  the  earth. 


the  Mofaic  account  of  the  creation 
and  the  refult  of  phyfical  reafon- 
ings,  in  fo  many  effential  points  : 
for  we  find  the  fame  feries  of  truths 
afferted  in  Scripture  which  are 
here  deduced  from  the  '  univerfal 
laws  and  operations  of  Nature. 

From  this  obvious  agreement  of 
revelation  with  reafon,  may  we. 
not  conclude,  that  they  both  flow 
from  the  fame  fountain,  and  there- 
fore cannot  operate  in  contradiction 
to  each  other  ?  Confequently,  by 
which  ever  means  the  lame  truths 
are  brought  to  light,  be  it  by  rea- 
fon,  or  revelation ,  they  will  perfect- 
ly coincide,  and  that  coincidence 
may  be  confidered  as  a  teftimony 
of  the  truth  of  each. 

The  inflances  we  find  recorded 
of  volcano?,  and  their  effects,  leave 
no  room    to   doubt   the    exiftmce% 


The  primitive  iflands  being  thus    force,  and  immenfity  of  fubterrane- 
raifed,  by  the  flux  and  reflux  of    ous  fires;   not  only  under  the  bot- 


the  tides,  as  fand-banks  are  form- 
ed in  the  fea,  we  cannot  fuppofe 
them  to  have  been  of  any  great 
extent  or  elevation,  compared  to 
the  mountains  and  continents  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  the  earth  : 
therefore  they  can  only  be  confi- 
dered as  fo  many  protuberances 
gradually  afcending  from  the  deep : 
whence  it  appears,  that  craggy 
rocks  and  impending  fhores  were 
not  then  in  being;  all  was  fmooth, 
even,  and  uniform  ;  ftones,  mine- 
rals, &c.  only  exiftcd  in  their  ele- 
mentary principles. 

The  primitive  iflands  being  thus 
raifed  above  the  furface  of  the  fea, 
in  procefs  of  time,  became  firm, 
*and  fit  for  animal  or  vegetable 
life. 

Having  now  confidered  the  for- 
mation of  the  atmofphere,  the  fea 
and  the  land,  I  cannot  pafs  over  in 
filence  the  great  analogy  between 


torn  of  the  ocean,  but  likewife  un- 
der mountains,  continents,  &c.  in 
all  parts  of  the  world. 

But  from  what  principles  they 
were  generated,  at  what  diflance 
of  time  from  the  creation  of  the 
world,  or  whether  nearer  to  its 
centre  or  to  its  furface,  is  perhaps 
not  afcertainable,  whilft  the  phe-r 
nomena  of  fire  remain  in  fo  much 
obfcurity :  for,  according  jto  the 
celebrated  chymift  M,  Macquer, 
an  accurate  diftinction  has  not 
yet  been  made  between  the  phe- 
nomena of  fire  actually  exifting 
as  a. principle  in  the  compofition 
of  bodies,  and  thofe  which  it 
exhibits  when  exifting  feparate- 
ly  in  its  natural  ftate  :  nor  have 
proper  and  diflinct  appellations 
been  alfigned  to  it  under  thofe 
different  circumftances :"  there- 
fore, neither  the  time,  the  flace, 
nor  the  mode,  in  which  fubterra- 
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neous  fire  was  generated,   can  be 
truly  ascertained. 

However,  this  we  know  mod 
aSTuredly,  that  a  certain  degree  of 
moifture  and  drynefs  are  productive 
of  fire  in  the  vegetable  and  mine- 
ral kingdoms ;  and  likewife,  that 
thofe  fires  are  generated  from  the 
fir  ft  increment  of  heat,  and  gra- 
dually increafe  to  their1  full  matu- 
rity. Therefore,  if  we  were  al- 
lowed to  reafon  from  the  analogy 
one  part  of  nature  bears  to  ano- 
ther, we  mould  conclude,  that  fub- 
terraneous  fire  was  generated  from 
the  fame  elementary  principles, 
and  alfo  gradually  increafed  to  its 
full  maturity. 

Having  premifed  thefe  matters, 
let  us  teturn  to  the  chaotic  State- 
of  the  earth,  and  endeavour  to 
trace  the  progreSfive  operations  of 
fubterraneous  fire,  from  its  ^^in- 
crement of  heat,  and  mark  its  ef- 
fects on  the  incumbent  fir  at  a. 

1 .  If  a  certain  degree  of  moif- 
ture and  drynefs  were  equally  as 
necefTary  to  the  production  of  fire 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  as  in 
the  vegetable  and  mineral  king- 
doms, it  feems  to  follow,  that 
thofe  parts  of  the  globe  which  firft 
began  to  confolidate,  were  alfo  the 
firit  which  began  to  generate  fire  : 
therefore  as  the  central  parts  began 
to  confolidate  fooner  than  the  more 
Superficial  parts,  there  is  fome  pro- 
bability that  they  were  the  firit  ig- 
nited. 

2.  It  has  alfo  been  obferved,  that 
as  the  earth  began  to  ce>nfolidate 
by  the  union  of  Similar  particles, 
an  univerfal  fameneis  prevailed 
either  in  the  fame  firatum,  or  in 
the  central  part  of  the  earth  : 
whence  it  appears,  that  fubterra- 
neous fire  was  generated  univcr- 
faliy  in  the  fame  point  of  time, 


either  in  the  fame  ftratum  or  in 
the  central  part  of  the  earth,  and 
gradually  increafed  to  its  full  ma* 
turity. 

3.  All  bodies  expand  with  hear, 
and  the  force  or  power  of  that  law 
is  unlimited  :  therefore,  as  fab* 
terraneous  fire  increafed,  its  ex- 
pan  five  force  would  gradually  in- 
creafe until  it  became  equal  to  the 
incumbent  weight.  Gravity  and 
expanfion  being  then  equal,  and 
thfe  latter  continuing  to  increafe, 
became  fuperior  to  the  former,  and 
diftended  the  incumbent  ^0/4,  as 
a  bladder  forcibly  blown* 

4.  Now  if  this  fire  was  fur- 
rounded  by  a  Shell,  or  cruft  of 
equal  thicknefi,  and  of  equal  denfity, 
its  incumbent  weight  muSt  have  been 
equal :  on  the  contrary,  if  the  fur- 
rounding  Shell  or  cruft  were  un- 
equally thick,  or  unequally  den/e,  its 
incumbent  weight  muft  have  been 
unequal. 

5:  Hence  it  appears,  that  as  the 
primitive  iflands  were  uniform 
protuberances  gradually  afcending 
from  the  deep,  the  incumbent 
weight  muft  have  been  unequal ; 
for  as  the  fpecific  gravity  of  Stone, 
fand,  or  mud,  is  greater  than  that 
of  water,  the  incumbent  weight 
of  the  former  muft  have  been 
greater  than  that  of  the  latter  ; 
confequently  the 'bottom  of  the 
fea  would  afcend  by  the  expanfive 
force  of  the  fubterraneous  fire 
fooner  than  the  iflands,  which 
would  therefore  become  more  or 
lefs  deluged,  as  the  bottom  of  the 
fea  was  more  or  lefs  elevated ;  and 
this  effect  muft  have  been  more  or 
lefs  univerfal,  as  the  fire  prevailed 
moe  or  lefs  univerfally,  either  in 
the  hmejlratum,  or  in  the  central 
part  of  the  earth.  Therefore, 
Since  it  appears,  that  fubterranc- 
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011?  lire  operated  univerfally  in  the 
fame  fir  at  urn  9  with  the  fame  de- 
gree of  force,  it  appears  much 
more  probable,  that  the  deluge 
prevailed  univerfully  over  the 
earth,  than  partia'ly ;  and  more 
cfpecially  when  we  consider  the 
elevation  of  the  antediluvian  hills, 
tfut  more  of  thii  hereafter. 

But  tiie  tragical  fcene  endeth 
not  with  an  univerfal  flood,  and 
the  ticftruction  of  terreftrial  ani- 
mal*  :  for  the  e^cpanfive  force  of 
fubterraneous  fire,  dill  increafing, 
became  fuperior  to  the  incumbenc 
n  :ii?bt  and  cobefeon  of  the  fir  at  a  t 
which  were  then  burit,  and  opened 
a  communication  between  the  two 
oceans  of  melted  matter  and  wa- 
ter. 

The  two  elements  coming  thus 
into  con  tad,  the  latter  would  be 
inftantaneouily  converted  into 
fleam,  and  produce  an  explofion 
infinitely  beyond  all  human  con- 
ception ;  for  it  is  well  known,  that 
the  expanfive  force  of  water  thus 
converted  into  (learn  exceeds  that 
of  gunpowder  in  the  proportion  of 
fourteen  thoufand  to  five  hun- 
dred. 

The  terraqueous  globe  being 
thus  burfl  into  millions  of  frag- 
ments, and  from  a  cdufc  appa- 
rently feated  nearer  to  its  center 
than  its  furface,  mufl  certainly  be 
thrown  into  ftrangc  heaps  of  ruins : 
for  the  fragments  of  the  fir  at a  thus 
blown  up,  could  not  poffibly  fall 
together  again  into  their  primitive 
order  and  regularity  :  therefore  an 
infinite  number  of  fubterraneous 
caverns  mufl  have  been  formed, 
probably  many  miles,  or  many 
hundreds  of  miles  below  the  bot- 
tom of  the  antediluvian  fea. 

Now  it  is  eafy  to  conceive,  when 
6 


a  body  of  fuch  an  immenfe  mag- 
nitude as  the  earth  was  thus  redu- 
ced to  an  heap  of  ruins,  that  its 
incumbent  water  would  immediate- 
ly defcend  into  the  caverns  and 
iuterftices  thereof;  and  by  ap- 
proaching fo  much  nearer  towards 
the  center,  than  in  its  antediluvian 
flate,  much  of  the  terreftrial  fur- 
face  would  be  left  naked  and  ex- 
pofed,  with  all  its  horrid  gulphs, 
craggy  rocks,  mountains,  ana  other 
disorderly  appearances. 

Thus  the  primitive  (late  of  the 
Earth  feems  to  have  been  totally, 
metamorphofed  by  the  firft  con-. 
vulfion  of  Nature,  at  the  time  of 
the  deluge;  its ftrata  broken,  and 
thrown  into  every  poflible  degree 
of  confufion  and  diforder.  Thus,' 
thofe  mighty  eminences  the  Alps,- 
the  Andes,  the  Pyrenean  moun- 
tains, &c.  were  brought  from  be- 
neath the  great  deep — the  fea  re- 
tired from  thofe  vail  tra&s  of  laacl, 
the  continents  —  became  fathom - 
lefs ;  environed  with  craggy  rocks, 
cliffs,  and  impending  mores  ;  and 
its  bottom  fpread  .over  with  moun- 
tains and  vallies  like  the  land. 

It  is  further  to  beobferved  of  the 
horrid  efFctts  of  this  convulfion— • 
that  as  the  primitive  i (lands  were 
more  ponderous  and  left  elevated  than 
the  bottom  of  the  lea,  the  former 
would  more  inftantaneouily  fubiide 
into  the  ocean  of  melted  matter, 
than  the  latter :  therefore,  in  all 
probability,  they  became  the  bot- 
tom of  the  poildiluvian  fea :  and 
the  bottom  of  the  antediluvian  fea 
being  more  elevated,  was  converted 
into  the  poftdiluvian  mountains, 
continents,  &c.  This  cooje&ure 
is  remarkably  confirmed  by  the 
vaft  number  of  foffil  (hells,  and 
other  marine  exwvia%  found  imbed- 
ded 
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sled  near  the  topi  of  mountains, 
and  tbe  interior  puis  or  continents, 
for  remote  from  tbe.  Tea,  ir^  all. 
parts  of  the  world  hitherto  ex- 
piored. 

The  above  phctfomeua  have  .«£' 
nerally  been  atcrjbed  to  the  effeO*    .... 
of  an  univerfal  flood,}  but  we  pre-  '■  l*fs 
fume   fuch   conclufions.  .were  to*''  diflant  fhoi 
haftily  drawn:    for  it   roaoifeftly        t.  The 
appears,  upon  a  more  ftriit  exami- 


qpepj  when  tbe  water  returns  to 
its  former  boundary. 

.2.  before  volcano* '  burft  open 
the  bottom  of  the  fea,  the  water 
rifes  in  thofe  places,  confiderably 


ards    the 
Jevatcd    parts,  'and  deluges 

h  is  frequently  burft     '■ 
'  i  length,    and 


nauooof  the  vario.ni'c.ircutnft»nce«"    difcharges   fuch   vaft  qu 

'*    r         ■■>■>•  'luge  the  adjacent 


accompanying  ttefe  marine  bodicj; 
that  they  were  actually  generated,' 
livid,  and  died,  'jji  tbe  very  beds 
wherein  they  are  found  ;  and  that, 
thole  beds  were  originally  the  bot- 
tom of  the  ocean,  though  now 
elevated  feveral  mites  above  jts  le-, 
vel.  Thus  we  find  a  .far the/  ■gret)- 
ment  between  natural  phenomena, 
and  the  laws  of -.Nat  are, . .;. 

Hence  it  appears^  ttat  moun- 
tains and  continents  were,  not  WX-. 
mary  productions  of  Natare  ;  but" 
of  a  very  dirlant  period  of  time. 
from  the  creation  of  tKfi  world. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  objected, 
that  many  of  the  above  foffil  bodies 
are  natives  of  very  jdiltanc  regions 
of  the  earth,  ana  could  not  nave. 


tries,  of  which  we  have  had 
leveral  inftances,  both  in  Europe 
and  South  America.  In  the  year 
1631,  feveral  towns  were  deftroyed" 
by  an  eruption  of  boiling 
from  Vefuvius  ;  and  in  to 
175.5.  animmenfet 
ing  water  flowed  from  j^tna,  3 
mile  and  a  quarter  broad,  down  to 
its  bafe.  See  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton's 
Obfervations  on  Vefuvius  and  St- 
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...   climates  wherein  they  earthquake"  at,  I, ilbori,  'hot  onlj 

are  found,  according  to  the  prefent  tlie  fea,  but  lakes  and  ponds  Were" 

constitution  of  Nature.               '     ,  violently  agitated  a  1J  oVW^ntpf*: 

To  avoid  prolixity,  in  the  invef-  See  Philof.  Tranf.  V0C7J. '  _  ;  ' . 

ligation  of  the  deluge,  &c.  many.  Moll  of  theft  phenomena  tfcftif£ 

interefting   phenomena  refpefting  the'  immenfe  force  of  fleam  gene* 

earthquakes  have  been  omitted:  /ated  by  melted  matter  and  water, 

we  fliall,  therefore,  take  this  op-  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  ;  for,  hi 

portunity  of  introducing  fome  of  the  firft  initance,   Mount  Vefuyina 

them,  before  we  proceed  to  (hew  and  its  adjacent  Ihotes  being  iOore 

the  improbability  of  a  fecond  uni.  elevated  by  the  iteams,  than  the 

verfal  flood.  bottom   of    the    diftant  fea  ■.    the 

1.  Previous   to  an  eruption  ef  Water  retreats  from  the  (hores  to.. 

Vefuvius,  the  fea  retires  from  ita  wards  the  lefs  elevated  pans,  and 

adjacent  mores,  and  leaves  its  bot-  leaves  its  bottom  dry.     When  the 

torn  dry,  till  the  mountain  is  burft  Hear    find  vent,  by  the  eruption^ 

the 
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the  rrccr.tuir:  fjlfides  to  its  former 
level,  and  the  water  returns  to  the 
£hore. 

The  fecor.d  i*-.  "ranee  (hews,  that 
the  be: torn  u  the  Tea  is  more  ele- 
vated than  :\:z  lar.d  ;  therefore  the 
water  retire*,  in  mountainous 
waves,  towards  the  lefs  elevated 
parts,  and  overflows  the  ccaft. 

The  third  is  not  cnlv  a  ccrro- 
bornting  inft-r.ee,  to  lT.ew  the  ex- 
panfive  force  of  ftearr.  ;  but  like- 
wife  coiLC;dc:>  -ivith  the  Mofaic  dc- 
fcription  of  the  deluge,  "  tbffcun- 
**  tains  of  the  great  deep  ixcre  broken 
"  up." 

The  fourth  teems  to  have  fome 
analogy  to  that  dreadful  event. 

The  fifth  phenomena  fecim  to 
arife  from  the  fame  caufe.  When 
the  Jt  rat  a  incumbent  on  the  melted 
matter  are  elevated  by  the  force  of 
fleam  ;  the  impending  roof  is  ap- 
parently feparated  from  the  liquid 
jnafs ;  and  this  feparation  may  be 
laterally  extended  to  the  diftance 
of  many  miles  from  the  original 
fourceofthe  (team,  accordii.g  to 
its  quantity,  and  degree  of  its  ex- 
pan  five  force. 

Now  if  thefe  conjectures  are 
true,  the  confequences  thence  arif- 
ing  are  manifeft.  The  Jlrata  im- 
mediately over  the  (learn  fir  ft  ge- 
nerated being  more  elevated  than 
thofe  in  the  aft  of  feparation,  the 
horizontal  pofition  of  the  earth's 
furface  muft  confrquently  be  alter- 
ed, fo  as  to  produce  an  undulation 
of  the  water  in  lakes,  ponds,  &c. 
as  in  veflels  fuddenly  elevated  on 
one  fide  more  than  on  the  other ; 
and  thus  continue  in  motion,  alter- 
nately overflowing  the  oppefite 
banks,  until  the  momentum  acquir- 
ed by  the  fir  ft  impulfe  is  gradually 
overcome. 


That  fleam  \i  the  principal  agent 
whence  thefe  phenomena  arife,  I 
prefume  will  be  readily  granted 
by  thofe  who  have  carefully  at- 
tended to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Michel  1's 
obfervations  on  the  caufe  of  earth- 
quakes. Now,  as  one  of  the  pro- 
perties of  fleam  is  condenfation  by  a 
fmall  degree  of  cold,  the  fame  de- 
gree of  expanfive  force  can  only 
exift  during  the  fame  degree  of 
heat  :  therefore  the  incombent 
weight  cannot  become  elevated  to 
any  greater  diftance  than  fnbter- 
raneous  fire  is  continued.  This 
being  granted,  it  feems  to  follow, 
that  as  the  waters  were  thus  agitat- 
ed on  the  1  ft  of  November  1755, 
through  an  extent  of  country  not 
lefs  than  3000  miles,  there  muft 
have  been  one  continued  uninter- 
rupted mafs  of  melted  matter  of 
the  fame  extent  at  leaft.  And  this 
idea  feems  to  be  corroborated  by 
thole  vaft  explofions  which  were 
heard  in  fome  of  the  Derbyshire 
mines,  about  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning  fo  fatal  to  Lifbon. 

The  above  examples  ferve  to  il- 
ia Urate  the  powerful  and  extenfive 
effects  of  ft  earn,  produced  by  melt- 
ed matter  and  water  :  troths  well 
known  to  founders,  particularly  to 
thofe  converfant  in  calling  gold, 
filver,  copper,  brafs,  and  iron. 
About  fixty  years  ago,  a  me- 
lancholy accident  happened 
from  the  calling  of  brafs  cannon, 
at  Windmill- Hill,  Moorfields, 
where  many  fpe&ators  were  af- 
"  fern  bled  to  fee  the  metal  ran 
"  into  the  moulds.  The  heat  of 
the  metal  of  the  firft  gun  drove 
fo  much  damp  into  the  mould  of 
the  fecond,  which  was  near  it, 
"  that  as  foon  as  the  metal  was  let 
into  it,  it  blew   up  with  the 
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cr  greateft  violence,  tearing  up  the 
t(  ground  fome  feet  deep,  breaking 
".down  the  furnace,  untiling  the 
"  houfe,  killing  many  people  oa 
"  the  fpot  with  the  ftreams  of 
"  melted  metal/'  &c.  See;  Cra* 
€<  mer's  Art  of  Affaying  Metak* 
Englifli  tranflation,  p.  323. 

The  inflammable,  vapour  oc 
damp,  in  mines,  occafions  vio- 
lent explofions ;  bat  they  are  only 
momentary,  as  the  firing  of  giUH 
powder.  On  the  contrary,  thofo 
from  volcanos  frequently  continue 
many  months;  with  great  violence* 
which  plainly  ihews  that  thofei 
ftreams  muft  be  continually  gene© 
rating  from  the  above  caufes. 

P.  $.  As  the  difteation  of  tlft 
Jlrata,  obferved  in  the  former  part 
of  this  chapter,  may  appear  highly 
improbable  to  fome  readers,  I  take 
this  opportunity  of   reciting  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Michel Va  obfervju 
tions  on  the  elafticity  and  cora- 
preffibility  of  Hone,  &c.  mention- 
ed in  his  excellent  TVeatife    qq 
Earthquakes,  note,  p.  34,  as  fol- 
lows :  "  The  comprembility  and 
"  elafticity  of  the  earth  are  qua- 
"  lities  which  do  not  fhew  them- 
"  felves  in   any  great  degree  in 
"  common   inftances,  and  there* 
"  fore  are  not  commonly  attended 
(S  to.     On  this  account  it  is  that 
"  few   people   are   aware  of  the 
€(  great  extent  of  them,   or  the 
(<  effects    that     may    arife    from 
*f  them,    where   exceeding  large 
"  quantities  of  matter  are  con- 
"  cerned,    and   where   the    com- 
* '  preffive  force  is  immenfely  great. 
"  The  compreflibility  and  elafti- 
<c  city  of  the  earth  may  be  col- 
"  le&ed,  in  fome  meafure,  from 
?'  the   vibration   of  the  walls  of 
f<  houfes,  occalioned  by  the  paf- 
*(  fing  of  carriages  in  the  ftrcets 


"  next  to  tnem.     Another  in- 
"  fiance,    to  the  fame  porpafe* 
rr  may  be  taken  from  the  vibriu 
"1  tion  of  Weepies,  cicafioned  by , 
«*  the  ringing  of  bells,  or  by  gu&t  . 
•'  ofwind;  notonl^^rcs«reiiio-»  '  • 
*?  ved,  veiy  coafidetfeWy  by  thia 
•';  means,  hot  even  ftronv  towenr 
^..will  fbmetnnes'  fa  <**de  to  jrfcr 
"  br«e  'feveral,  inches,,  yidrafr 
"any  disjointing  *>£  the  jnottar^ 
*c 'or rubbing tfa&fc*e*againftoiie;  , 
''  #Ift!*ei\    Now,;  it  i*  jnanafcfe; 
V,  tbjjt  this  <roal4  r  <ot  <  happen^  '' 
". .wittopfc  *  qwiftierable,  dejgM* 

<_<  i^tte  materials'  0/  which  chejf 

.  Now.  u-  fi>  flwi.foJcftgth  of 
(lone  as  th^t  of  a^fteepla,  ^u^lw 
bead*,  by:  fo  fnirf^ a[  ^gw  .m     * 
force  a*  th^ringifcg  of  •beflt,.or« 
blafi^ef  wjindi:  may  wa  9iM  coo* 
ekide,  that  the/r^,  in  the  pri- 
mitive ftate,  of  the  eartb,  ttigfcto 
become  confiderably  diftended,  by     v 
an  unlimited  fbr.ee,  sfnd  therefore 
occafion  an,  universal  deluge,  w&S 
cording .  to  the  preceding  concta*  - 
fipn.     Since  it  appears,  that  if  a 
globe  80  inches  diameter  only, 
fuffered  a  degree-  of  expanfion  e- 
qual  to  the  thicknefs  of  a  human,    - 
hair ; .  the  fame*  degree  of  heat,  by  , 
analogy,   would  have  raifed  the 
bottom  of  the  ocean  one-fourth 
of  a  mile;  which  u  abovo  four 
times  higher  thari   the  primitive 
iflands  were  fuppofed  to  nave  been  . 
elevated  above  the  furface  of  the 
fea.'.  * 

s  _        '     '      '    .  ' 

»  An  Account  of  am  Infant  Muficiam9 
■  -     by, Dr.  Sorney,  F.R.S.    . 

[From  the  Philofophical  Trania&ions.] 

THAT  reafon  begins  to  dawn, 
end  reflexion  to  operate,  in 

fi|me 
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fome  children  much  fooner  than  in 
others,  mud  be  known  to  every 
one  who  has  had  an  opportunity 
of  comparing  the  faculties  of  one 
child  with  thoic  of  another.  Ic 
has,  however,  feldom  been  found, 
that  the  fenfes,  by  which  intelli- 
gence is  communicated  to  the 
mind,  advance  with  even  pace  to- 
wards perfection.  The  eye  and 
the  ear,  for  inftance,  which  feem 
to  afford  reafon  its  principal  fup- 
plies,  mature  at  different  periods, 
in  proportion  to  exercife  and  ex- 
perience ;  and  not  only  arrive  at 
different  degrees  of  perfection  du- 
ring the  ftages  of  infancy,  but 
have  different  limits  at  every  pe- 
riod of  human  life.  An  eye  or  ear 
that  only  ferves  the  common  pur- 
poses of  exigence  is  intitled  to  no 
praife  ;  and  it  is  only  by  extraor- 
dinary proofs  of  quicknefs  and 
difcrimination  in  the  ufe  of  thefe 
fenfes,  that  an  early  tendency  to 
the  art  of  painting  or  mufic  is 
difcovered. 

Many  children,  indeed,  feem  to 
recognize  different  forms,  perfons, 
founds,  and  tones  of  voice,  in  very 
early  infancy,    who   never   after- 

*  m 

wards  endeavour  to  imitate  forms 
by  delineation,  or  founds  by  vocal 
in  flexions. 

As  drawing  or  defign  may  be 
called  a  refinement  of  the  fenfe  of 
fight,  and  practical  mufic  of  that 
of  hearing  ;  and  as  a  perfection  in 
thefe  arts  at  every  period  of  life, 
from  the  difficulty  of  its  attain- 
ment, and  the  delight  it  affords 
to  the  admirers  ana  judges  of 
both,  is  treated  with  refpect,  a 
pnmuture  ditpoiition  to  either  u- 
jually  excites  the  fame  kind  of 
uor.dcr  a*  a  phenomenon  or  pro- 


..   LV. 


But  as  perfons  con fum mate  in 
thefe  arts,  and  who  are  acquainted 
with   the   ufual  difficulties    which; 
impede  the  rapid  progrefs  of  com- 
mon ftudents,  can  only  judge  of 
the  miraculous  parts  of  a  child's 
knowledge  or  performance,  it  will 
be  neceffary,  before  I  fpeakof  the 
talents  peculiar  to  the  child  who 
is   the   fubject  of  the  prefent  in- 
quiry, to  diftinguifh,  as  far  as  ex- 
perience and  observation  (hall  en- 
able me,  between  a  common  and 
fupernatural  difpofition,  during  in- 
fancy, towards  the  art  of  mulic. 

In  general  a  child  is  not  thought 
capable  of  profiting  from  the  in- 
ftrudtions  of  a  mulic- mailer  till  five 
or  fix  years  old,  though  many  have 
difcovered  an  ear  capable  of  being 
pleafed  with  mufical  tones,  and  a 
voice  that  could  imitate  them, 
much  fooner.  The  lullaby  of  a 
nurfe  during  the  firft  months  of  a 
child's  exigence  has  been  found  to 
fubdue  peevifhnefs,  and,  perhaps, 
divert  attention  from  pain  ;  and  in 
the  fecond  year  it  has  often  hap- 
pened, that  a  child  has  not  only 
been  more  diverted  with  one  tune 
or  feries  cf  founds  than  another, 
but  has  had  fufHcient  power  over 
the  organs  of  voice  to  imitate  the 
inflexions  by  which  it  is  formed; 
and  thefe  early  proofs  of  what  is 
commonly  called  mufical  genius 
would  doubtlefs  be  more  frequent- 
ly difcovered  if  experiments  were 
made,  or  the  mothers  or  nurfes 
were  mufically  curious.  How* 
ever,  fpontaneons  efforts  at  form- 
ing a  tune,  or  producing  harmor.y 
upon  an  inftrument  fo  early,  have 
never  come  to  my  knowledge. 

The  arts  being  govern e<]  by  law* 
built  on  t'uch  productions  and  ef- 
fect* a>  ;iie  molt  policed  part  01 
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mankind  have  long  agreed  fo  call 
excellent,  can  make  but  Tmall  ap- 
proaches towards  perfection  in  a 
itate  of  nature,  however  favour- 
able nray  be  the  difpofition  of 
thofe  who  arc  fuppofed  to  be  gifted/ 
with  an  uncommon  tendency  to- 
wards their  cultivation.  Nature 
never  built  a  palace,  painted  a 
pi&ure,  or  made  a  tunc  :  tfiefe  are 
all  works  of  art.  And  with  refpeft 
to  architecture  and  mufic,  tnere 
are  no  models  in  nature  which  can 
encourage  imitation  :  and  though 
there  is  a  wild  kind  of  mufic  among 
lavages,  where  paflion  vents  itfelf 
in  lengthened  tones  different  froni 
thofe  of  fpeech,  yet  thefe  rude  ef- 
fuflions  can  afford  no  pleafure  toil 
cultivated  ear,  nor  would  be  ho- 
noured in  Europe  with  any  better 
title  than  the  howlings  of  animals 
of  an  inferior  order  to  mankind. 

All  therefore  that  is  really  ad- 
mirable in  early  attempts  at  mu- 
fic is  the  power  of  imitation  ;  for 
elegant  melody  and  good  harmony 
can  only  be  fuch  as  far  as  they 
correfpond  with  or  furpafs  their 
models :  and  as  melody  confifts  in 
the  happy  arrangement  of  fingle 
founds,  and  harmony  in  the  arti* 
ficiul  combination  and  fimukane- 
ous  u(e  of  ihem,  an  untaught  mu-  . 
iician  becomes  the  inventor  of 
both  ;  and  thofe  who  are  at  all  ac-1 
quainred  with  the  infancy  of  fuch 
melody  and  harmony  as  constitute 
modern  mufic,  can  alone  form  an 
idea  of  the  rude  ilate  of  both  when 
an  individual  difcovers  -them  by 
the  flow  procefs  of  experiment. 

Kvcry  art  when  firft  difcovered 
ferns  to  refemble  a  rough  and 
lliapelefs  mafs  of  marble  ju It  hewn 
out  of  a  quarry,  which  requires 
the  united  and  fucceflive  endea- 
vours of  many  labourers  to  form 


and  polifh.  The  zeal  and  activity 
of  a  fingle  workman  can  do  btff 
little  towards  its  completion  ;  and 
.  in  mufic  the  undirected  efforts  of 
an  infant  muft  be  ftill  more  cir- 
cumfcribed :'  for,  without  the  aid 
of  reafon  and  perfeverance  hie  can 
only  depend  on  memory  and  a  pro- 
mature  delicacy  and  acuteneis  of 
ear  for  his  guides ;  and  in  thefe 
particulars  the  child  of  whom  t 
am  going  to  fpeak  is  truly  wonder- 
Tul.   i 

William  Crotch  was  bora  atc 
Norwich,  Julys,  ,77$»    Hisfa>\ 
ther,  by  trade  a. carpenter,  Having 
a  paffion  for  mufic,  of  which  how* 
ever  he  had  no  knowledge,  under- 
took to  build  an  organ,  on  which* 
as  foon  as  it  would  (peak,  be  learn* 
ed  to  play  two  or  three  commm  t 
tunes,  \nch  uGcJfcvtjrrtMt  Gtom 


iin/fi  Lit  emttiitojirt thymmfjt 
and  Thi  Etftir  Bjmm  %  with  which,, 
and  a  fuch  chords  as  were  pleafing 
to  his  ear,  he  ufed  to  try  the  per- 
fection of  his  inftrument. 

I  have  been  favoured  with  feve- 
raj  particulars. concerning  his  fon's 
fird  attention  to  mufic  from  Robert 
Partridge,  Efquire,  a  gentleman  of* 
rank  in  the  Corporation  of  Nor- 
wich, who,  at  my  requeft,  -  has 
been  fo  obliging  as  to  afcertain 
many  curious  faas,  the  truth  of 
which,  had  thev  retted  merely  on 
the  authority  ot  the  child's  father  . 
or  mother,  might  have  been  fut 
peeled ;  and  transactions  out  of 
the  common  courfe  of  nature  can- 
not be  too  (crupuloufly  or  niinute- 
ly  proved. 

My  correfpoadent,  of  whofe  in- 
telligence and  veracity  I  have  the 
highefl  opinion,  tells  me,,  that  1 
may  reft  aflured  of  the  authenti- 
city of  fuch  circumftances  as  he 
relates  from  the  information   of  . 
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the  child's  father,  who  is  an  in- 
genious mechanic,  of  good  repu- 
tation, whom  he  knowi*  very  well, 
and  frequently  employs,  as  thefe 
circumllances  are  confirmed  by  the 
teftimony  of  many  who  were  wit- 
ncfies  of  the  child's  early  per- 
formance ;  and  he  adds,  that  he 
has  him  lei  f  feen  and  heard  mo  ft 
of  the  very  extraordinary  efforts 
of  his  genius. 

About  Chriflmas  1776,  when 
the  child  was  only  a  year  and  a 
half  old,  he  difcovcrcd  a  great  in- 
clination for  mufic,  by  leaving 
even  his  food  to  attend  to  it  when 
the  organ  was  playing  :  and  about 
Midfummer  1777,  he  would  touch 
the 'key-note  of  his  particular  fa- 
vourite tunes,  in  order  to  per- 
fuade  his  father  to  play  them. 
Soon  after  this,  as  he  was  unable 
to  name  thefe  tunes,  he  would 
play  the  two  or  three  firft  notes  of 
them  when  he  thought  the  key- 
note did  not  fufHciently  explain 
which  he  wifhed  to  have  played. 

'  But,  according  to  his  mother, 
it  feems  to  have  been  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  having  heard  the 
iuperior  performance  of  Mrs.  Lul- 
man,  a  mufical  lady,  who  came 
to  try  his  father's  organ,  and  who 
not  only  played  on  it,  but  fung  to 
her  own  accompanyment,  that  he 
firft  attempted  to  play  a  tune  him- 
felf :  for,  the  fame  evening,  after 
her  departure,  the  child  cried, 
and  was  fo  pcevifh  thst  his  mother 
was  wholly  unable  to  appeafe  him. 
A:  length,  palling  through  the 
dining- rcom,  he  fereamed  and 
itruggled  violently  to  go  to  the 
organ,  in  which,  when  he  was  in- 
dulged, he  eagerly  beat  down  the 
keys  with  his  little  fills  as  other 
children  ufually  do  after  finding 
themiclves  able  to  produce  antfife, 


which  pleafes  them  more  than  the 
artificial  performance  of  real  me- 
lody or  harmony  by  others. 

The  next  day,  however,  being 
left,  while  his  mother  went  out, 
in  the  dining-room  with  his  bro- 
ther, a  youth  of  about  fourteen 
years  old,  he  would  not  let  him 
reft  till  he  blew  the  bellows  of  the 
organ,  while  he  fat  on  his  knee 
and  beat  down  the  keys,  at  firft 
promifcuoufly ;  but  presently,  with 
one  hand,  he  played  enough'  of 
God  fa<ve  great  George  our  King 
to  awaken  the  curiofity  of  his  fa- 
ther, who  being  in  a  garret,  which 
was  his  work-fhop,  h aliened  down 
ft  airs  to  inform  himfelf  who  was 
playing  this  tune  on  the  organ.  ' 
When  he  found  it  was  the  child, 
he  could  hardly  believe  what  he 
heard  and  faw.  At  this  time  he 
was  exactly  two  years  and  three 
weeks  old,  as  appears  by  a  copy 
I  have  obtained  of  the  regifter  in 
the  parifti  of  St.  George's  Colgate, 
Norwich,  figned  by  the  reverend 
Mr.  Tapps,  Minifter.  Nor  can 
the  age  of  this  child  be  fuppofed 
to  exceed  this  account  by  thofe 
who  have  feen  him,  as  he  has  not 
only  all  the  appearance,  but  the 
manners,  of  an  infant,  and  can  no 
more  be  prevailed  on  to  play  by 
perfuafion  than  a  bird  to  fing. 

It  is  eafy  to  account  for  God 
fave  great  George  our  King  being 
the  firft  tune  he  attempted  to 
play,  as  it  was  not  only  that 
which  his  father  often  performed, 
but  had  been  moft  frequently  ad- 
miniftere*H  to  him  as  a  narcotic  by 
his  mother,  during  the  firft  year 
of  his  life.  It  had  likewife  been 
more  magnificently  played  than  he 
was  accullomed  to  hear  by  Mrs. 
Lulman,  the  afternoon  before  he 
became  a  practical  mufician  him* 
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felf;  and,  previous  to  this  event, 
he  ufed  to  teize  his  father  to  play 
this  tune  on  his  organ,  and  was 
very  clamourous  when  he  did  not 
carry  his  point. 

When  his  mother  returned,  the 
father,  with  a  look  which  at  once 
implied  jo/,  wonder,  and  myftery, 
defired  her  to  go  up  flairs  with 
him,  as  he  had  iomething  curious 
to  mew  her.  She  obeyed,  ima- 
gining that  fome  acquaintance  or 
friend  was  arrived,  or  that  fome 
interefting  event  had  happened 
during  her  abfcnce ;  but  was  as 
much  furprized  as  the  father  on 
hearing  the  child  play  the  firft  part 
of  God  fave  great  George  our  King, 
The  next  day  he  made  himfelf 
waiter  of  the  treble  of  the  fecond 
part ;  and  the  day  after  he  at- 
tempted the  bafe,  which  he  per- 
formed nearly  correct  in  every  par- 
ticular, except  the  note  imme-' 
diatcly  before  the  clofe,  which, 
being  an  octave  below  the  pre- 
ceding found,  was  out  of  the 
reach  of  his  little  hand. 

In  the  beginning  of  November 
1777,  he  played  both  the  treble 
and  bafe  of  Let  ambition  fin  thy 
mind,  an  old  tune  which  is,  per- 
haps, now  better  known  by  the 
words  to  which  it  is  fung  in  Love 
in  a  Village,  Hope,  thou  nurfe  of 
y>ung  dejire. 

Upon  the  parents  relating  this 
c xcraordinary  circumftance  to  fome 
or  their  neighbours,  they  laughed 
at  it  ;  and,  regarding  it  as  -the 
cifecl  of  partial  fondnefs  for  their 
child,  advifed  them  by  no  means 
to  mention  it,  as  fuch  a  marvel- 
lous account  would  only  expofe 
them  to  ridicule.  However,  a  few 
days  after,  Mr.  Crotch  being  ill, 
and  unable  to  go  out  to  work,  Mr. 
Paul,   a   mailer -weaver  by   whom 


he  was  employed,  pafling-  acci- 
dently  by  the  door,  and  hearing 
the  organ,  fancied  he  had  been 
deceived,  and  that  Crotch  had 
flayed  at  home  in  order  to  divert 
himfelf  on  his  favourite  inftru- 
ment ;  fully  prepofTefled  with  this 
idea,  he  entered  the  houfe,  and, 
fuddenly  opening  the  dining-room 
door,  faw  the  child  playing  on  the 
organ  while  his  brother  was  blow- 
ing the  bellows.  Mr.  Paul  thought 
the  performance  fo  extraordinary, 
that  he  immediately  brought  two , 
or  three  of  the  neighbours  to  hear 
it,  who  propagating  the  news,  a 
croud  of  near  a  hundred  people 
came  the  next  day  to  hear  the 
young  performer,  and,  on  the  fol- 
lowing days,  a  flill  greater  number 
flocked  to  the  houfe  from  all 
quarters  of  the  city  j  till,  at  length, 
the  child's  parents  were  forced  to 
limit  ^is  exhibition  to  certain  days 
and  hours,  in  order  to  lefTen  his 
fatigue,  and'  exempt  themfelves 
from  the  inconvenience  of  conftant 
attendance  on  the  curious  multi- 
tude. 

This  account  agrees  in  moft  par- 
ticulars with  a  letter  I  received 
from  Norwich,  and  of  which  the 
following  is  an  extract. 

"  There  is  now  in  this  city  a 
ss  mufical  prodigy,  which  en- 
"  gages  the  converfation  and  ex- 
"  cites  the  wonder  of  every  body. 
"  A  boy,  fon  to  a  carpenter,  of 
"  only  two  years  and  three  .quar- 
cc  ters  old,  from  hearing  his  fa>- 
"  ther  play  upon  an  organ  which 
"  he  is  making,  has  difcovered 
"  fuch  mufical  powers  as  are 
"  fcarcely  credible.  .He  plays  a 
"  variety  of  tunes,  and  has  from 
(€  memory  repeated  fragments  of 
<c  feveral  voluntaries  which  he 
"  heard  Mr.  Garland,  the  orga- 

"  nifU 
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"  nift,  play  at  the  cathedral.    He    that  he  never  dwells  loBg  on  anjr 


"  has  likewife  accompanied  aper- 
fon  who  played  upon  the  flute, 
not  only  with  a  treble,  but  has 
formed    a    bafe   of   his    own, 

€C  which  to  common  hearers  feem- 
ed  harmonious.  If  any  perfon 
plays  falfe,  ic  throws  him  into 
a  paflion  directly ;  and  though 
his  little  fingers  can  only  reach 
a  fixth,  he  often  attempts  to 
play  chords.  He  does  not  feem 
a  remarkable  clever  child  in  any 
other  refpett ;  but  his  whole  foal 

"  isabforbedin  mufic*.  Numbers 
croud  daily  to  hear  him,  and 
the  mufical  people  arc  all  amaze- 

"  mentf." 

The  child  being  but  two  years 
and  eight  months  old  when  this 
letter  was  written,  his  performance 
mjuft  have  appeared  confiderably 
*more  wonderful  than  at  prefent: 
for  as  he  fcems  to  have  received 
fcarce  any  inftruttions,  and  to 
have  purfued  no  regular  courfe  of 
ftudy  or  practice  fince  that  time, 
it  can  hardly  be  imagined  that  he 
is  much  improved.  However,  ex- 
perience muft  have  informed  him 
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note  or  chord,  and  indeed  Jii$  per* 
formance  muft  originally  have  been 
as  much  under  the  guidance  of 
the  eye  as  the  ear,  for  when  his 
hand     unfortunately    falls     upon 
wrong  notes,  the  ear  cannot  judge 
till  it  is  too  late  to  correct  the 
miftake.      However,    habit,    and 
perhaps  the  delicacy  and  acutenefs 
of  another  fenfe,  that  of  feeling, 
now  direct  him  to  the  keys  which 
he  preffes  down,  as  he  hardly  ever- 
looks  at  them. 

The  firft  voluntary  he  heard 
with  attention  was  performed  at 
his  father's  houfe  by  Mr.  Mully, 
a  mufic- m after ;  and  as  foon  as  He 
was  gone,  the  child  feeming  to 
play  on  the  organ  in  a  wild  and 
different  manner  from  what  his 
mother  was  ace u domed  to  hear, 
ftie  afked  him  what  he  was  do- 
ing ?  And  he  replied,  "  I  am 
"  playing  the  gentleman's  fine 
t(  thing."  But  5ie  was  unable  to 
judge  of  the  refemblance:  how- 
ever, when  Mr.  Mully  returned  a 
few  days  afcer,  and  was  afked, 
whether  the  child  had  remembered 


what  feries  or  combination  of  any  of  the  paftages  in  his  volun- 
founds  was  mod  offenfive  to  his  tary,  he  anfwered  in  the  affirma- 
ear;  but  fuch   is   his  impetuofity     tive.      This  happened  about  the 

*  This  opinion  feems  to  have  been  too  haftily  formed ;  for,  independent  of 
Jus  muiical  talent,  he  appears  to  me  poireffed  of  a  general  intelligence  beyond 
his  age:  and  he  has  diibovcrcd  a  genius  and  inclination  for  drawing,  nearly  as 
ftrong  as  for  mufic  ;  for  whenever  he  is  not  at  an  inflrument,  he  ufiially  em- 
ploys himfelf  in  (ketching,  with  his  left-hand,  houfes,  churches,  ihips,  or 
animals,  in  his  rude  and  wild  manner,  with  chalk  on  the  floor,  or  upon  what- 
ever other  plain  furface  he  is  allowed  tofcrawl.  Painters  may,  perhaps,  form 
fomc  judgment  of  his  mufic  by  his  drawings. 

■f-  His  father,  who  has  lately  been  in  London,  and  with  whom  I  have  con- 
verted fince  this  account  was  drawn  up,  all  the  particulars  of  which  he -has  con- 
firmed, told  me,  that  when  he  firft  carried  the  child  to  the  cathedral  he  ufed  to 
cry  the  inftant  he  heard  the  loud  organ,  which,  being  fo  much  more  powerful 
than  that  to  which  he  had  been  accuftcmcH  at  home,  he  was  fome  time  before 
he  could  bear  without  discovering  pain,  tfcciUioned,  perhaps,  by  the  extreme 
delicacy  of  his  ear,  and  irritability  of  his  nerves. 

middle 
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middle  of  November  1777^  when 
he  was  only  two  vears  and  four 
months  old,  and  tor  a  considera- 
ble time  after  he  would  play  no- 
thing elfe  but  thefe  paftages. 

A  mufical  gentleman  of  Nor- 
wich informed  Mr.  Partridge*  that, 
at  this  time,  fuch  was  the  rapid 
progrefs  he  had  made  in  judging 
of  the  agreement  of  founds,  that 
he  played  the  Eafter-Hymn  with 
full  harmony;  and  in  the  laft 
two  or  three  bars  of  Hailelujak, 
where  the  fame  found  is  fuftained, 
he  played  chords  with  both  hands, 
by  which  the  parts  were  multi- 
plied to  &x9  which  he  had  great 
difficulty  in  reaching  on  account 
of  the  fhortnefs  of  his  dingers* 
The  fame  gentleman  obferved* 
that  in  making  a  bafe  to  tunes 
which  he  had  recently  caught  by 
his  ear,  whenever  the  harmony 
difpleafed  him,  he  would  continue 
the  treble  note  till  he  had  formed 
a  better  accompaniment. 

From  this  period  his  memory 
was  very  accurate  in  retaining  any 
tune  that  pleafed  him  :  and  being 
prefent  at  a  concert  where  a  band 
of  gentlemen  -  performers  played 
the  overture  in  Rodelinda,  he  was 
fo  delighted  with  the  minuet,  that 
the  next  morning  he  hummed  part 
of  it  in  bed ;  and  by  noon,  with- 
out any  further  affiftance,  played 
the  whole  on  the  organ. 

His  chief  delight  at  prefent  is 
in  playing  voluntaries,  which  cer- 
tainly would  not  be  called  mafic 
if  performed  by  „.one  of  riper 
years,  being  deficient  in  harmony 
and  meafure ;  but  they  roanifeffc 
fuch  a  difcernment  and  fele&ion 
of  notes  as  is  truly  wonderful, 
and  which,  if  fpontaneous,  would 
furprize  at  any  age.  But  though 
he   executes   fragments    of    com- 
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sftpn  tunes  in  very  good  time*  yet 
no  adherence,  to  any  particular 
meafure  is  discoverable  19  his  vo- 
luntaries ;  nor  have  I  ever  obfervqd 
in  any  of  them  that  he  tried  to 
play  in  triple  time.  If  he  difco- 
..vers,  a  partiality  for. any  particu- 
lar meafure,  it  is  for  dactyls  «f* 
onejong  and  tw6  (holt  notes,  which  ' 
conAltute  that  .fpecies  of  common 
time  in  which  many  ftreet-tuncs  • 
are  compofed,  particularly  the  firft 
part  of  the1  Belieifle  March*  which* 
perhaps,  may  firft  have  fuggefted 
this  meafure  to  him*,  and  im- 
preiTed  it  in  hit  memory*  And 
his  ear,  though  exquifitely  formed 
for  difcriminating  founds*  js  as 
yet  only  captivated  by  vulgar  and 
common  melody,  and  ia.  iausfitd 
with  very  impjrfefl:  JMHNnony.  t 
examined:  his  coftntiJiaRc*) ,  when 
he  firft  heard  the:  voice  of  Stgnor 
Pacchkrofti*  the  ^rjnoipal  4age* 
of  the  Opera,  but  did  not;,  find 
that. he  feem'ed  fenfible  Of  the  fu- 
perior  pafte  and  refinement,  of 
that  exquifite  performer  j  however, 
he  called  out  very  foqa.  after  the 
air  was  begun,  •*  He  is  fingfog 
"  in  * .» 

And  this  is  one  of  the  alio* 
niflung  properties  of  Us  ear*  -that 
he  can  diftinguifo  sit  a  great  dis- 
tance from  any  inftrument,  and 
oat  of  fight  of  the  kejw,  any  note 
that. is  ftrnck,  whether  a,  b,  c,  &c» 
In  this  I  have  repeatedly  .tried 
him,  and  never  found  him.  mif- 
taken  even  in.  the  half  notes;  acir- 
cumftance  the  more  extraordinary-  . 
as  many  practitioners  and  good 
perfomin  an  on.bl*  q>  d&i»- 
guilh  by  the  ear  at  the,  Opera  of 
elfewher*  in  what  key  any  air  or 
piece  of  mafic  is  executed; 

But  this' child -was  able  to  find 
any  note  that '  waft  (truck  in  hit 
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hearing,  when  oat  of  fight  of  the 
keys,  at  two  years  and  a  half 
old,  even  before  he  knew  the  let- 
ters of  the  alphabet:  a  circum- 
ftance  fo  extraordinary,  that  I 
was  very  curious  to  know  when, 
and  in  what  manner,  this  faculty 
fir  ft  difcovercd  itfelf ;  and  his  fa- 
ther fays,  that  in  the  middle  of 
January  1778,  while  he  was  play- 
ing the  organ,  a  particular  note 
hung,  or,  to  fpeak  the  language 
of  organ  builders,  ciphered,  by 
which  the  tone  was  continued 
without  the  prefTure  of  the  fing- 
er :  and  though  neither  himfelf 
nor  his  elder  Ion  could  find  out 
what  note  it  was,  the  child,  who 
was  then  amufing  himfelf  with 
drawing  on  the  floor,  left  that 
employment,  and  going  to  the  or- 
gan immediately  laid  his  hand  on 
the  note  that  ciphered #.  Mr. 
Crotch  thinking  this  the  effect  of 
chance,  the  next  day  purpofely 
caufed  feveral  notes  to  cipher,  one 
after  the  other,  ail  which  he  in- 
ftantly  difcovered:  and  at  la  It  he 
weakened  the  fpring?  of  two  keys 
at  once,  which,  by  preventing  the 
valves  of  the  wind-cheft  from 
clofmg,  occafioned  a  double  cipher, 
both  of  which  he  dire&ly  found 
out.  Any  child,  indeed,  that  is 
not  an  idiot,  who  knows*  black 
from  white,  long  from  fhort,  and 

-  can  pronounce  the  letters  of  the 
■  alphabet  by  which  mufieal  notes 

-are  called,    may   be    taught    the 

-  Dames  of  the  keys  of  the  harpfi. 


chord  in  five  minutest;  bat,  in 
general,  five  years  would  not  be 
fufficient,  at  any  age,  to  imprefs 
the  mind  of  a  mufieal  Undent  with 
an  infallible  reminifcence  of  the 
tones  produced  by  thefe  keys,  when 
not  allowed  to  look  at  them. 

Another  wonderful  part  of  his 
pre- maturity  was  the  being  able 
at  two  years  and  four  months  old 
to  tranfpofe  into  the  moft  extra- 
neous and  difficult  keys  whatever 
he  played  ;  and  now,  in  his  ex- 
temporaneous flights,-  he  modu- 
lates into  all  keys  with  equal  fa- 
cility. 

The  lafl  qualification  which  I 
fhall  point  out  as  extraordinary,  in 
this  infant  mufician,  is  the  being 
able  to  play  an  extemporary  bale 
to  eafy  melodies  when  performed 
by  another  perfon  upon  the  fame 
inftrument.  Bat  thefe  bales  muft 
not  be  imagined  correct,  accord- 
ing to  the  rales  of  counter-point,  - 
any  more  than  his  voluntaries. 
He  generally  gives,  indeed,  the 
key-note  to  paflages formed  from  its 
common  chord  and  its  inverfions, 
and  is  quick  at  difcovering  when 
the.  fifth  of  the  key  will  ferve  as  a 
bafe.  At  other  times  he  makes 
the  third  of  the  key  ferve  as  an 
accompaniment  to  melodies  formed 
from  the  harmony  of  the  chord  to  , 
the  key-note ;  and  if  fimple  paf- 
fages  are  played  flow,  in  a  regu- 
lar progreifion  afcending  or  de- 
fending, he  foon  finds  out  that 
thirds  or  tenths,  below  the  treble, 


*  This  circumstance  proves  that  he  exercifed  his  eyt  in  drawing,  after  his 
manner,  before  he  was  two  years  and  a  half  old.. 

f  By  remarking  that  the  fhort  keys,'  which  ferve  for  fiats  and  fharps,  are 
divided  into  parcels  of  threes  and  twos,  and  that  the  long  key  between  every 
two  fhort  keys  is  always  called  D,  it  is  extremely  eafy  from  that  note  to  difco- 
ver  the  fituation  and  names  of  the  reft,  according  to  the  order  of  the  firft  feven 
lstters  of  the  alphabet. 

Will 
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foes;  thatk,  ifg  after  the  chord 
pre  nuand  if  ftfuck,  c  be  made 
lharp,  ,hp*iibon  iinds  eet^that  a 
makes  a  good  btife<to  it*  anctos? 
the  contraty,  if, ;  after  die  chord 
of  o  with  aiharp  third,  ^  is  made 
natural,  and  a  it  changed  into  », 
lie  inftantly  gives  o  far  the  bafe* 
Indeed  he  continued  to  accom- 
pany me  with  great  readinefs,  in 
the.  following  chromatic  modula- 
tion, afcending  and  defcendiag : ' 


will  ferve  his  purpak  in  furniih-. 
ing  an  agreeable  accompaniment. 

However,  in  this  kind  of  ex- 
temporary bafe,  if  the  fame  paf* 
fages  are  not  frequently  repeated, 
the  changes  of  modulation  muft 
be  few  and  flow,  or  corre&nei* 
cannot  be  expected  even  from  a 
profeflbr.  The  child  is  always  as 
ready  at  finding  a  treble  to  a  bafe 
as  a  bafe  to  a  treble,  if  played  in 
flow  notes,  even  in  chromatic  paf- 


■    \ 


I  made  more  experiments  of  this 
kind,  but  to  relate  them  would 
render  my  account  too  technical  to 
all  but  compofers,  or  fuch  as  have 
long  ftudied  harmony. 

When  he  declares  himfelf  tired 
of  playing  on  an  inftrument,  and 
his  mufical  faculties  feem  wholly 
blunted,  he  can  be  provoked  to 
attention,  even  though  engaged 
in  any  new  amufement,  by  a 
wrong  note  being  ft  ruck  in  the 
melody  of  any  well-known  tune ; 
and  if  he  Hands  by  the  inftrument 
when  fuch  a  note  is  designedly 
ftruck,  he  will  inftantly  put  down 


at  prefent,  he  plays  nothiujr  cor- 
rectly, and  his  voluntaries  afeJitt 
tie  left  wild  than  the  nativenetea 
of  a  lark  or  a'  black*bird»  ..Nee 
does  he,,  as  yet,  ieem  a*fubje& for 
inftrudLon :-  for*  till  his  reafen  it 
fufficiently  matured  to  comprehend 
and  retain  the  precepts  of  a  mater, 
and  fomething.like  a  wiih  for  in- 
formation, appears,  by  a  ready  and 
willing  obedience  to  his  injunc- 
tions, the  trammels  of  rule  would 
but  diiguft,  and,  if  forced  upon 
him,  deftroy  the  miraculous  parts 
of  his  felf-taught  performance* 
Mr.  Baillct  publifhed  in  the  laft 


the  right,  in  whatever  key  the  air    century  a  book,  Sar.lts  Enfsuu  ci- 

•  «        ■  a   s*  _  e  •  a  _ 


is  playing. 

At  prefent,  all  his  own  melo- 
dies are  imitations  of  common  and 
eafy  pafTages,  and  he  feems  infenii- 
ble  to  others;  however,  the  only 
method  by  which  fuch  an  infant 
can  as  yet  be  taught  any  thing 
better  feems  by  example.  If  he 
were  to  hear  only  good  melody  and 
harmony,  he  would  doubtlefs  try 
to  produce  fomething  fimilar ;  but, 


lebrts  par  lairs  rtmda ;  and  yet, 
notwithstanding  the  title  of  hie 
work,  he  fpeaks  not  of  infants  bat 
adolefcents,  for  the  youngeft  won- 
der he  celebrate;  in  literature  is 
at  leaft  feven  years  old;  an  age 
at .  which  feveral  (Indents' in  mule 
under  my  own  eye  have  been  able 
to  perform  difficult  compositions 
on  the  harpfichord,  with  great 
neatnefs  and  precifioo.  However, 
2  .    this 
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this  has  never  been  accomplifhed 
without  inftru&ions  and  laborious 
pra&ice,  not  always  voluntary. 

Mutical  prodigies  of  this  kind 
axe  not  infrequent :  there  have 
been  fever al  in  my  own  memory 
on  the  harpfichord.  About  thirty 
years  ago  I  heard  Palfchau,  a 
German  boy  of  nine  or  ten  years 
old,  then  in  London,  perform  with 
great  accuracy  many  of  the  mod 
difficult  com pofi dons  that  have 
ever  been  written  for  keyed  in- 
ftruments,  particularly  fome  leflbns 
and  double  fugues  by  SebalHan 
Bach,  the  father  of  the  prefent 
eminent  profeflbis  of  that  name, 
which.,  at  that  time,  there  were 
very  few  mailers  in  Europe  able 
to  execute,  as  they  contained  diffi- 
culties of  a  particular  kind  ;  fuch 
as  rapid  divisions  for  each  hand  in 
a  feries  of  thirds,  and  in  fixths, 
afcending  and  defcending,  befides 
thofe  of  full  harmony  and  con- 
trivance in  nearly  as  many  parts 
as  fingers,  fuch  as  abound  in  the 
leflbns  and  organ  fugues  of  Handel. 

Mifs  Fred  erica,  now  Mrs. 
Wynne,  a  little  after  this  time, 
was  remarkable  for  executing,  at 
fix  years  old,  a  great  number  of 
leflbns  by  Scarlatti,  Paradies,  and 
others,  with  the  utmoit  precision. 

But  the  two  fons  of  the  Reve- 
rend Mr.  Weftley  feem  to  have 
difcovered,  during  early  infancy, 
very  uncommon  faculties  for  the 
practice  of  mufic.  Charles,  the 
eldefl,  at  two  years  and  three 
quarters  old,  furprized  his  father 
by  playing  a  tune  on  the  harpfi- 
choi'd  readilv,  and  in  iuit  time  : 
foon  after  be  plaved  ftvcral,  what- 


ever his  mother  fung,  or  whatever 
he  heard  in  the  fireet. 

Samuel,  the  youngeft,  though 
he  was  three  years  old  before  he 
aimed  at  a  tune,  yet  by  conftantly 
hearing  his  brother  pra&ife,  and 
being  accu domed  to  good  mufic 
and  mafterly  execution,  before 
he  was  fix  years  old  arrived  at  fuch 
knowledge  in  mufic,  that  his  ex- 
temporary performance  on  keyed 
inftruments,  like  Mozart's,  was 
fo  mafterly  in  point  of  invention, 
modulation,  and  accuracy  of  exe- 
cution, as  to  furpafs,  in  many 
particulars,  the  attainments  of  moft 
profeflbrs  at  any  period  of  their 
lives. 

Indeed  Mozart,  when  little  more 
than  four  years  old,  is  faid  to  have 
been  "  not  only  capable  of  exe- 
"  cuting  lefibns  on  his  favourite 
"  in  it  rum  en  t,  the  harpfichord,  but 
"  to  have  com po fed  fome  in  an 
"  eafv  ftv!e  and  tatte,  which  were 
*f  much  approved*:"  and  Sa- 
muel Weftley  before  he  could 
write  was  a  compofer,  and  men- 
tally fet  the  airs  of  feveral  Orato- 
rios, which  he  retained  in  memory 
till  he  was  eight  years  old,  and 
then  wrote  them  down. 

Here  the  difference  of  educa- 
tion appears :  little  Crotch,  left 
to  nature,  has  not  only  been  with- 
out inihudlions  but  good  models 
of  imitation  ;  while  Mozart  and 
Samuel  Weftley,  on  the  contrary, 
may  be  laid  to  have  been  nurfed 
in  good  mufic :  for  as  the  latter 
had  hi*  bro:hcr's  excellent  per- 
form ay. ce  to  iliirulate  attention, 
and  krd  his  csr  with  harmony; 
the  German  infant,  living  in  the 


*  S?e  Phil.  Tnr.f.  vM.  LX.  for  the  yc?r  1--0;  an  account  of  a  very  re- 
mirkriMc  younft  m Marian,  by  rl'-j-  b  ,.'.o".r.h!vr  I>2»ncs  Birri:igtoi],  F.  R.S. 
who  foon  i«:icf.ds  to  favour  the  p-jilic;  with  an  iiccouni  of  the  two  WciLIcys- 
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houfe  of  his  father,  in  eminent 
profeflbr,  and  an  elder  Met,  a 
neat  player  on  the  harpfichord, 
and  constantly  pra&ifing  compo- 
fitions  of  the  firft  clafs  for  tnat 
inftrument,  had  every  advantage 
of  (ituation  and  culture  joined  to 
the  profufion  of  natural  endow- 
ments. 

Of  Mozart's  infant  attempts  at 
mufic  I  was  unable  to  dilcover 
the  traces  from  the  conversation 
of  his  father;  who,  though  an 
intelligent  man,  whofe  education 
and  knowledge  of  the  world  did 
not  feem  confined  to  mufic,  cbn- 
fefled  himfelf  unable  to'  defcribe 
the  progreffive  improvements  of 
his  (on  during  the  firft  ftages  of 
infancy.  However,  at  eight  jyeart 
of  age  I  was  frequently  convinced 
of  his  great  knowledge  in  com* 
pofition  by  his  writings ;  and  that 
his  invention,  tafte,  modulation, 
and  execution  in  extemporary 
playing,  were  fuch  as  few  pro- 
feflbrs  are  poflefled  of  at  forty  years 
of  age. 

Into  what  the  prefent  prodigy 
may  mature  is  not  eafv  to  pre- 
dict ;  we  more  frequently  hear  of 
trees  in  blofTom  during  the  winter 
months  than  of  fruits  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  unfeafonable  ap- 
pearances. However,  to  keep  pace 
with  the  expectations  to  which 
fuch  premature  talents  give  birth 
is  hardly  allowed  to  humanity. 
It  is  the  wifh  of  fome,  that  tne 
uncommon  faculties  with  which 
this  child  is  endowed  might  be 
fufrered  to  expand  by  their  own 
efforts,  neither  refrained  by  rules, 
nor  guided  by  examples ;  that,  at 
length,  the  world  might  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  a  fpecics  of  natural 
mufic,  fuperior  to  all  the  furpriz- 
ing  productions  of  art  to  which 


pedantry,  affe&ation,  Or  a  power- 
ful hand,  have  given  birth.  But, 
alas !  fuch  a  with  muft  have  beeat 
formed  without  reflection  ;  for 
mufic  having  its  daffies  as 'welt 
as  poetry  and  other  arts,  what 
could  he  compofo  or-  play  upon- 
different  principles  that  would  not 
offend  the  ears  of  thofe  who  have 
regarded  thofe  clafficj  as.  legifla- 
tors,  and  whofe  fouls  haVe  oeen 
wrapped  in  elyfitfm  by  their  (trains  t 
He  might  at  well,  if  fecluded 
from  all  intercourfe  with  men/  be 
expected  to  invent  a ,  better  lan- 
guage than  the  prefent  Englifh, 
the  work  of  millions,  during  maty 
centuries,  as  a  .new  mufic  morfc 
grateful  to  the  ears  of  a  civilized 
people  than  that  with  which  all 
Europe  is  now  delighted. 

An  individual  may  doubtlefi  ad- 
vance nearer  perfection  in  every 
art  by  the  affiftance  of  thoufahaV 
than  by  the  mere  efforts  of  hit 
own  labour  and  genius. 

Another  wi(h  has  been  formed, 
that  the  effe&s  of  different  genera 
and  divifions  of  the  muficai  fcale 
might  be  tried  upon  this  little  mu- 
fician;  bat  the  luccefi  of  fuch  an 
experiment  is  not  difficult  to 'di- 
vine. An  uncultivated  ear  would 
as  naturally  like  the  mod  plain 
and  common  mufic,  as  a  young 
mind  would  beft  comprehend  the' 
moft  fimple  and  evident  proposi- 
tions :  and,  as  yet,  the  attention 
of  Crotch  cannot  be  excited  by 
any  muficai  refinements  or  elabo- 
rate contrivance. 

It  has  likewife  been  imagined 
by  fome,  that  tvery  child  might  be 
taught  mufic  in  tne  cradle,  if  the 
experiment  were  made;  but  to 
thefe  it  may  with  truth  be  faid,' 
that  fuch  an  experiment  is  Mfy 
made  on  eytry  child,  by  every 
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mother  and  nurfe,  that  is  able  to 
form  a  tune,  on  every  part  of  the 
globe.  In  Italy  the  ninne  nomu,  or 
lullabies,  are  fragments  of  elegant 
melodies,  become  common  acd 
popular  by  frequent  hearing  ;  and 
thefe,  though  they  help  to  form 
the  national  tafle,  are  not  found  to 
(timulate  the  attention  of  Italian 
children  to  melody,  or  to  accele- 
rate the  difplay  of  mofical  talents 
at  a  more  early  period  than  elfe- 
where. 

Premature  powers  in  mafic  have 
as  often  furprized  by  fuddenly  be- 
coming ftationary  as  by  advancing 
rapidly  to  the  fummit  of  excel- 
lence.    Sometimes,  perhaps,   na- 
ture is  exhaufted  or  enfeebled  by 
thefe  early  efforts  ;  but  when  that 
is  not  the  cafe,  the  energy  and  vi- 
gour of  her  operations  are  feldom 
properly   feconded,    being  either 
impeded  and  checked  by  early  felf- 
complacence,    or    an    injudicious 
courfe  of  ftudy ;   and  fometimes, 
perhaps,  genius  is  kept  from  ex- 
pan  (ion  by  ill-chofen  models ;  ex- 
clusive admiration,  wantofcoun- 
fel,  or  accefs  to  the  mofl  excellent 
competitions  and-performers  in  the 
clafs  for  which  nature  has  fitted 
thofe  on  whom  it  is  bellowed. 


On  the  Grmvtk  of  Cedars  in  Eng- 
land ;  in  a  Letter  to  Sir  John 
Cullum. 

AMONG  the  (lighter  devafta- 
tions  occafioned  by  the  lad 
new-year's  hurricane,  I  cannot,  as 
an  admirer  of  natural  productions, 
but  lament  with  particular  regret 
the  deilru&ion  of  perhaps  the  fined 
cedar  in  England,     This  fuperb 


tree,  una,  memms,  flood  clofe  OH  the 
north  fide  of  Hendon  Place,  the 
elegant  refidence  of  Mr.  A  if!  a  hie, 
eight  miles  from  London*     From 
the  gardener's  information,    and 
my  own  admeafurements,  (ome  of 
its  dimenfioos  had  hteu  thefe.  The 
height  70  feet;  the  diameter  of 
the  horizontal  extent  of  the  bran- 
ches, upon  an  average,  ioo ;  die 
circumference  of  the  trunk,  7  feet 
above  the  ground,  16  ;   12  feet  a- 
bove  the  ground,  20.    At  this  lat- 
ter height  it   began   to  branch ; 
and  its  limbs,  about  10  in  num- 
ber, were  from  6  to  12  feet  in  cir- 
cumference.     Its  roots  had   not 
fpread   wide  nor  deep ;  and  die 
foil  that  had  fuited  it  fo  well,  is  a 
ftrong  clay,  upon  rather  an  eleva- 
ted fituation.     Tradition  aicribes 
the  planting  of  this  tree  to  Queen 
Elizabeth  herfelf ;  yet  the  vigour 
of  its  trunk,  and  the  full  verdure 
of  its  branches  (befides  a  reafon 
which  I  (hall  prefently  adduce), 
make  me  doubt,  whether  we  are 
to  allow  it  fo  great  an  age.    How- 
ever that  be,  its  appearance  (hews 
that  it  had  not  arrived  at  maturity, 
and    might  have  flood,    perhaps 
have  thriven,  for  centuries  to  come. 
The  gardener  made  50 1.  of  the 
cones  the  year  before  lail,  but  lad 
year  only  12  1. 

The  great  (ize,  and  apparent 
increaiing  vigour  of  this  tree,  ex- 
cited my  curiofity  to  inquire  into 
the  age  and  (ize  of  fome  of  its 
brethren  ;  and  to  collect  what 
particulars  I  could  towards*  the 
Englilh  hiftory  of  this  nobleffc  of 
our  exotics. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Lightfoot  of  TJx- 
bridge,  upon  whofe  accuracy,  as 
well  as  friendihip,  I  can  depend, 
has  fent  me  the  J ©i losing  dimen- 
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fions  of  one  at  Hillingdon,  in  hi* 
neighbourhood.  The  perpendica- 
lar  height  is  ^3  feet;  the  diame- 
ter of  the  horizontal  extent  of  the 
branches  from  eaft  to  weft,  96; 
from  north  to  fouth,  89  ;  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  trunl^  clofe  to 
the  ground,  15  \ ;  3  \  feet  above 
the'  ground,  13  £■ ;  7  feet  above 
the  ground,  12  £;  12  feet  above 
the  ground,  44  feet  8  inches  5 
13  \,  juft  under  the  branches,  15 
feet  8  inches.  It  has  two  princi-, 
pal  branches,  one  of  which  is  bifid* 
1  \  foot  above  its  origin :  before 
it  divides,  it  meafures  in  circum- 
ference 1 2  feet ;  after  its  divifion, 
one  of  its  forks  meafures  8  £,  the 
other  7  feet  10  inches.  The  other 
primary  branch  at  its  origin  mea- 
fures 10  feet ;  and,  foon  dividing, 
throws  out  two  fecondary  ones, 
each  5  f .  The  proprietor  of  this 
tree  fays  he  can  with  much  cer- 
tainty vdetermine  its  age  to  be  116 
years. 

The  largeft  of  thofe  at  Che  He  a, 
meafured  lad  month,  is  in  height 
85  feet ;  the  horizontal  extent  of 
its  branches  is  about  80  ;  the  cir- 
cumference of  its  trunk  clofe  to 
the  ground  18  \  ;  at  2  feet  above 
the  ground,  15;  at  10  feet,  16; 
at  about  1  yard  higher  it  begins  to 
branch.  The fe  trees,  Mr.  Miller 
fays,  were,  as  he  was  credibly  in- 
formed, planted  in  1683,  about  3 
feet  high.  The  foil  is  a  lean  hungry 
fand  mixed  with  gravel,  and  about 
two  feet  fur  face. 

In  the  garden  of  the  old  palace 
at  Enfield  is  a  cedar  of  Libanus, 
of  the  following  dimenfions,  taken 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Liley,  an  ingeni- 
ous fchool-matler  there,  at  the  de- 
fire  of  my  friend  Mr.  Gough,  who 


was  fo  obliging  as,  to  communicate 
then*  to  me  ;  , 

''•-.'■'■  Feet.  Inches. 
Htighr         45  ■:    9      .     r 
Girt  at  top       3        7-       '   * 
Second  girt      7        9  " 

Third  girt      10- 
Fourthgh-t    14       * 

jLargft  armV'thaf  branches  *nt 
n|ear Tthe, jap,  3 -$*{£ inches, ;  fe-. 
▼erar  boughs,  Jn"  girt  3  feet  5  in- 
ches ;  and  the  boughs  extend  front 
the  tody  from  28.  to  45  feetj  .The 
content*  of  the  body,  exclusive  q$ 
the  boughs,  is  ajbgat  103  cubical; 
feet.  .  This  tree  is  known:  t$  have' 
been"  planted  hy  Dr.  Uvedalc,  who, 
kept  a  jtanrifning  fthool  in  tela 
houfe  at  the.  rime  of  the  great 
plague  1665,  and  was  a  great  flo- 
rifh    Eight  feet  of  the  top  were 
broken  off  by  the,  high  w  of. 
1705.  ,  Tradition  (ays  this.' tree 
was   brought  Hither  immediately 
from  Mount  Libaqus  in  a  port- 
manteau.     The    firft   lime-trees' 
planted  in   England  found  their 
way  over  in    the  fame  convey- 
ance V      ... 

Several  other  cedars  of  confide- 
rable  fize  are  fcattered  about  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

I  find  not,  with  exa&nefs,  when, 
or  by  whom,  the  cedar  was  firft  in* 
trod  need  into  England.    Turner, 
one  of  our  earlieftherbarifts,  where 
he  treats  "  of  the  pyne  tre,  and, 
•'  other  of  that  kynde,"  fays  no- 
thing of  it.     Gerard,-   publifhed" 
by  Johnfon  in  i6x$f  mentions  it 
not  as  growing  here ;   and-  Par-. 
kin  Ton,"  in    his   Theatrum    Bo- 
tanic urn,   1640,    fpeaking  of  the 
Cedrus    magna   conifera  Libani, 
fays,    •*  The  branches,  fim  fay, 


*  Harris's  Kent,  p.  92. 
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**  a!!  grow  upright,  bet  other:, 
"  ftrait  out."  Evelyn,  whofe 
difcourfe  on  foreft-  trees  was  deli- 
vered in  the  Royal  Society  in  1662, 
obferving  that  cedars  throve  in 
cold  climates,  adds,  "  Why  then 
"  fliould  they  not  thrive  in  Old 
"  England  ?  I  know  not,  fave  for 
•'  want  of  indultry  and  tr.a." 

Hitherto,  I  think,  it  is  pretty 
plain  the  cedar  was  onknown  a- 
mong  us :  and  it  appears  probable, 
that  we  are  indebted  to  the  laft- 
mentioned  gentleman  for  its  intro- 
duction into  England  ;  for  he  in- 
forms as  in  the  fame  paragraph 
from  which  I  made  the  above  quo- 
cation,  that  he  had  received  cones 
and  feeds  from  the  few  trees  re- 
maining on  the  mountains  of  Li- 
banus. 

Something  better  than  twenty 
years  afterwards,  we  find,  among 
Mr.  Ray's  philofophical  letters, 
the  following  carious  one  addrefled 
to  him  from  Sir  Hans  Sloane : 

"  London,  March  7,  1684-5. 

*'  I  was  the  other  day  at  Chel- 
fea,  and  find  that  the  artifices 
ufed  by  Mr.  Watts  have  been 
very  effectual  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  his  plants  ;  infomuch 
that  this  fevere  enough  winter 
has  fcarcely  killed  any  of  his 
fine  plants.  One  thing  I  won- 
der much,  to  fee  the  Cedrus 
mantis  Libani,  the  inhabitant  of 
a  very  different  climate,  mould 
thrive  fo  well,  as  without  pot  or 
green-houfe,  to  be  able  to  pro- 
pagate itfelf  by  layers  this 
fpring.  Seeds  fown  laft  autumn, 
have  as  yet  thriven  well,  and 
are  like  to  hold  out :  the  main 
artifice  I  ufed  to  them  has  been, 
to  keep  them  from  the  winds, 
which  feem  to  give  a  great  ad- 
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"  ditional  force  to  cold  to  de&rojr 
'*  the  tender  plants." 

This  is  the  fir  ft  notice  that  has 
occurred  to  me  of  the  cultivation 
of  the  cedar  among  us.     Perhaps 
the  tree  that  propagated  itfelf  by 
layers  in  1684,  might  be  from  the 
feed  received  by  Mr.  Evelyn  ;  and 
the  repuejd  age  of  that  at  Hillings 
don  agrees  with  the  time  of  that 
importation  ;    fupjpofing  that  im- 
portation was  made  about  the  time 
of  the  delivery  of  the  difcourfe  on 
foreft -tree  5  :     nor  probably,   not- 
withstanding tradition,  is  that  at 
Hen  don  to  be  referred  to  a  higher 
date.     Why  Sir  Hans  fhould  woo* 
der  at  the  cedar  thriving  (b  well 
in  the  open  air  at  Chelfea,  I  know 
not;  for,  though  it  be  found  in 
the  warmer  climates,  it  is  known 
to  be  a  native  of  the  fnowy  moun- 
tains of  Libanus,  and  confequently 
not  likely  to  be  deftroyed  by  the 
inclemency  of  an  Englifti  winter. 
But,  I  believe,  we  generally  treat 
exotics,    upon   their  firft    arrival 
among  us,  with  more  tendernefs 
than  they  require.      Perhaps  the 
fear  of  lofing  them  may  be  one 
reafon ;  perhaps,  too,  they  may  be 
gradually  habituated  to  endure  a 
degree  of  cold,  which  at  firft  would 
have  proved  fatal  to  them.    Upon 
the  firft  introduction  of  the   tea* 
tree,   it   was  either  kept   in   our 
green-houfes,  or,  if  planted  in  the 
open  ground,  matted  or  otherwife 
fheltered  in  the  winter:  we  now 
find  fuch  care  unneceffary.   I  have 
had  one  at  a  degree  N.  of  London, 
thrive  and  bloflbm  for  fome  years, 
in  the  open  air,  without  the  flight- 
eft  protection,  in  the  fevereft  win- 
ter. 

That  this  little  memoir  may  not 
appear  to  terminate  in  mere  curi- 
oiity,  I   think  it  warrants  me  in 
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recommending  the  cultivation  off 
the  cedar  for  common  ufef  as  it  is 
well  known  to  be  a  very  valuable 
material  in  the  hand  of  the  joiner 
and  cabinet-maker.  Mr.  Miller 
obferved  their  quick  growth  at 
Cheifea,  in  a  poor  gravely  Toil: 
thofe  at  Hen  don,  Hiilingdon,  and 
Enfield,  fhew  that  they  thrive  at 
well  in  a  very  different  one.  Thofe 
planted  by  the  old  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyle  at  Whitton  have  made  the 
hapaieft  progrefs ;  and  I  am  aflur- 
ed  that  a  room  has  been  wainfcot- 
ted  with  their  timber. 

If  thefe  flight  notes  mould  in* 
duce  any  better  informed  perfoa 
to  throw  more  light  on  this  fub*, 
je&,  it  would  afford  entertainment 
to  many,  as  well  as  to, 

Hard  wick  Houfe,      Yours,  &c.  * " 
/V*.  16,  1779.     j0„  Cumum. 

An  Account  of  the  Vallais,  and  of 
the  Goitres  and  Idiots  of  that 
Country .  From  Coxe's  Letters 
from  Swifierland. 

I  Am  now  writing  to  you  from 
the  little  village  of  Trient  in 
the  Vallais,  on  my  way  to  the  gla- 
ciers of  Savoy.  From  the  moan* 
tain  of  the  Furca,  its  eailern  boun- 
dary, two  vaft  ranges  of  Alps  en* 
clofe  the  Vallais  :  the  fouthern 
chain  feparates  it  from  the  Mi- 
lanefe,  Piedmont,  and  part  of 
Savoy ;  the  northern  divides  it 
from  the  canton  of  Berne.  Thefe 
two  chains,  in  their  various  wind- 
ings, form  feveral  fmall  vallies, 
through  which  a  number  of  tor- 
rents  rufh  into  the  Rhone,  as  it 
traverfes  the  whole  country  from 
the  Furca  to  St.  Maurice.  A  coun- 
try thus  entirely  enclofed  within 


high  Alpi,  and  cwfifttng^of  plaint; 
elevated  valleys,  and  lofty  mono* 
tains,  jamt  necederily  exhibit  m 
great  variety  of  ittnatiofts,  di« 
mates,  and  productions.  Accord* 
ingly,  the  .Vallais  prefenta  to  dm 
curious, traveller  a  quick  fuccefioa 
.  of  profpecV,  as  beautiful  as  they 
are  diverfrficd.  NumberleJs  vine* 
yards,  1  ich  paflnre-erounds  covereU 
with  cattle,  corn,  flax,  fruit- trees* 
and  wild  forefb :  and  thefe  oftce*. 
iionally  bordered  by  naked  rocks* 
whofe  fnmmits  are  crowned  wits) 
everlafting  {how,  and  inaccefibk 
glaciers.  '  This  ftrong  and  ftrikiog 
contrail  between  the  pafforal  and 
the  fablime;  the  cultivated  tad 
'  the  wild  j  cannot  bat  affed  the 
mind  of  an  obferver  with  the  mot 
pleating  emotions. 

As  to  the  proda&ioos  of  the 
Vallais;  they  muft  evidently  vary 
sb  different  parts,  according  to  the 
great  diversity  of  climates,  by 
which  this  eofcntry  is  fo  peculiarly  - 
diftinguifhed.  It  foppues  more 
than  fufficient  wine  and  corn  for 
the  interiof 'confumptkm ;  and  in* 
deed  a  considerable  quantity  of 
both  are  yearly  exported ;  the  toH 
in  the  midland  and  lower  parts  be* 
ing  exceedingly  rich  and  fertile. 
In  the  plain,  where  the  heat  is  col- 
lected and  confined  between  the* 
mountains,  the  harveft  is  fo  very. 
forward,  that  k  has  already  for 
fome  time  been  carried  in :  whertv 
as,  in  the  more  elevated  parts,  < 
barley  is  the  only  grain  that  can 
be  cultivated  with  any  fucceft  | 
and  the  crop  is  feldom  cut  before 
November.  About  Sion,  the  figf 
the  melon,  and  all  the  other  fruits 
of  Italy,  ripen  to  perfection:  in 
confeqoence  of  this  Angular  va- 
riety of  climates,  I  tailed  in  the 
fame  day  (what  is  ufually  to  be 
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had  only  in  gradual  fucceffion) 
ilrawberries,  cherries,  plumbs, 
pears,  and  grapes  ;  each  of  them 
the  natural  growth  of  the  country.. 

With  tefped  to- manufactures; 
there  are  none  of  any  confequence: 
and  indeed  the  general  ignorance 
of  the  people  is  no  lefs  remark- 
able than  their  indolence  ;  fo  that 
they  may  be  confidered,  in  regard 
to  knowledge  and  improvements, 
as  fome  centuries  behind  the  Swifs, 
who  are  certainly  a  very  enlighte- 
ned nation.  The  peafants  feldom 
endeavour  to  meliorate  thofe  lands 
where  the  foil  is  originally  bad  ; 
nor  to  make  the  moil  of  thofe, 
which  are  uncommonly  fertile  : 
having  few  wants,  and  being  fads- 
fled  with  the  fpontaneous  gifts  of 
nature,  they  enjoy  her  bleffings 
without  much  confidering  in  what 
manner  to  improve  them. 

The  beauties  and  varieties  of 
this  country  you  will  find  amply 
and  faithfully  delineated  in  that 
elegant  letter  of  the  NowvelleHeloife, 
where  St.  Preux  relates  his  excur- 
iion  into  the  upper  Vallais.  As  to 
the  truth  of  the  defcription  he 
gives,  in  the  fame  letter,  of  the 
manners  of  the  people,  I  can 
hardly  be  fuppofed  to  be  a  com- 
petent judge,  from  the  little  time 
I  have  pa4Ted  among  them.  But, 
as  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  obferve  and  inquire ;  the 
picture,  although  in  fome  parts 
not  entirely  devoid  of  refemblance, 
is,  upon  the  whole,  confiderably 
heightened. 

Before  I  take  leave  of  the  Val- 
lais, you  will  probably  expect, 
that,  according  to  my  promife,  I 
fhould  fend  you  fome  informations 
concerning  the  caufes  which  are 
fuppofed  to  occafion,  or  to  contri- 


bute to  render,  goitrous  perfont 
and  idiots,  fo  remarkably  common 
in  many  parts  of  this  country/  I 
have  indeed  made  all  poffible  re- 
fearches  in  order  to  gain  fome  fa- 
tisfaetory  intelligence  upon  fo  ca- 
rious a  fubjeft;  but. I  have  the 
mortification  to  add,  that  the  very 
faint  lights  1  have  been  able  to 
obtain,  have  left  me  almoft  as 
much  in  the  dark  as  I  was  before : 
you  muft  reft  contented  therefore 
with  mere  conjectures. 

I  (hall  begin  however  with  un- 
doubted fad.  The  Vallaifans  are 
not  all  equally  fubjelt  to  the  above 
infirmities ;  but  thofe  chiefly  who 
live  in  or  near  the  lower  parts  of 
the  Vallais,  as  about  Sider,  Sion, 
Martin ac,  &c.  The  people  in  ge- 
neral are  a  robuft  and  hardy  race, 
as  well  thofe  who  dwell  in  the 
places  laft  mentioned,  as  thofe  who 
inhabit  the  more  mountainous 
parts  of  this  country. 

It  is  a  common  notion,  that 
fnow-water  occafion s  goiters  :  but 
I  have  fome  reafon  to  think  the* 
contrary.  For,  I  have  been  at  fe- 
veral  places,  where  the  inhabitants 
drink  no  other  water  than  what 
they  procure  from  thofe  rivers  and 
torrents,  which  defcend  from  the 
glaciers;  and  yet  are  not  fubjeel 
to  this  malady :  indeed  I  have  been 
allured,  though  I  will  not  venture 
to  anfwer  for  the  truth  of  the  affer- 
tion,  that  fwow- water,  fo  far  from 
being  a  caufe,  is  efteemed  even  a 
preventive.  The  air  of.  the  moun- 
tains is  alfo  a  (Irong  prefervative 
againfl  them ;  and  goiters  have 
been  known  to  diminifti  upon  ele- 
vated fituations ;  whereas,  in  the 
lower  parts  of  the  Vallais,  if 
this  excrefcence  once  begins  to 
(hew  itfelf,   it  always   continues 
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to  incre&fe  *.  Some  diftri&s  are 
more  particularly  remarkable  for 
this  diforder  than  others :  thns,  in 
a  little  village,  near  Sioa,  aheoft 
all  the  inhabitants  are  goitrous* 

From  thefe  rafts  it  teems  reafo- 
nable  to  conclude,  that  goiters  are 
derived  from  certain  local  circum- 
ftances;   and  that  feveral  caufes, 
both    phyfical    and   moral,    may 
jointly  contribute  to  their  produc- 
tion.    Among  the  phyfical;  bad 
water,  and  bad  air,  may,  perhaps, 
be  juftly  affigned,  but  chiefly  the 
former  ;  which,  near  the  particu- 
lar diftri&s  above  mentioned,   is 
iiagnant,  and  loaded  with  particles 
of  tufo.    The  torrents  alfo,  which 
are  formed  by  the  melting  of  the 
fnows,  difiblve  this  fubftance,  or 
fimilar  ones,  in  their  pafiage :  and 
probably    this    circumftance    has 
given  rife  to  the  notion,  that  fnow- 
water,  fimply  in  itfelf,  occasions 
thefe  goiters ;  but  wherever  it  has 
that  effeft,  it  is  flrongly  impreg- 
nated with  certain  ftony  particles* 
I  was  (hewn  feveral  pools  of  thefc 
ftagnant  waters,    which  I  {hould 
have  fuppofed  no  human  being  to 
have  been  capable  of  drinking. 
Among  the  moral  caufes,  which 
may  be  fuppofed  to  concur  in  oc- 
cafioning  thefe  guttural  protube- 
rances, the  inconceivable  lazinefs 
and  negligence  of  thefe  people, 
may   be   mentioned.      For,  they 
rarely  take  the  leaft  precaution  to 
guard  againft,  or  to  remedy,  the 
ill  effects  of  their  unwhofefome 
water :   indolently  acquiefcing  in 
its  confequences,  they  ufe  no  fort 
of  means  either  to  prevent  or  re- 
move them. 


The  seme  cau&s,  which  feem  to 
produce  the  jotters,  prooabry  era*  < . 
rate  in  the  cafe  of  idiots:  toty 
wherever  in  this  country  the  for* 
mer  abound,  the  latter  aW  alio  id> 
great  numbers.     Such  indeed  k; 
the  nice   and   inexplicable  coti* 
nexkm   between  .our  bodies  nasi 
our  minds,  that  the  one  ever  fym* 
pathifes  with  the  other:  we  fie 
that  the.  body  fufFers,  whenever  the 
mind  is  deeply  affededi  by  iw 
ftronff  impremMi   of  melanchofr 
.and  diftrels ;  and,  in  retort,  that 
whenever  the  corporeal  frame  le 
impaired  and  mattered  .by.  loo** 
pain  and  ficknefs,  the  onderfaaf 
mg  alfo  is  equally  out  of  order* 
Hence  it  is  by  no  means  an  ilW 
grounded  conje&ure,  that  in  d* 
cafe  before  us,    the  fame  caufae- 
which  aJed  the  body  would  sJfe 
affed   the   mind;   or,   in  iota** 
words,  that  the  fime  waters,  fee* 
which    create   obfbuAuxuu    aa4 
goiters,  (hould  alfo  occafion  men- 
tal imbecility  and  difarrangement. 
But*  in  conjunction  with  caufes  of 
a  phyfical  nature,  there  is  amocal 
one  likewife  to  be  taken  into  the- 
account :  for  the  children  of  the 
common  people  are  totally  neg- 
lected by  their  parents ;  and,  with, 
no  more  education  than  the  mean- 
eft  brutes,  are,  like  thofe,  fullered 
to  wallow  in  the  ditt,  and  to  eat 
and  drink  whatever  comes  in  their 
way. 

I  faw  feveral  idiots  with  goiters  ; 
but  I  do  not  mean  to  draw  any 
certain  conclofion  from  that  cir- 
cumftance.' For,  though  in 'gene- 
ral they  are  the  children  of  goit- 
rous parents,  and  have  frequently 


*  This  difference,  however,  may  he  occafioned  by  the  different  quality  of 
the  water,  as  well  as  by  the  fuperior  purity  of  the  air, 
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thoie  five] lings  themfelves  ;  yet 
the  contrary  of:en  happens :  and 
they  are  f'_  mutinies  the  ofr-pring 
evrn  of  hf-slrhy  pr.ronti,  whofe 
other  children  are  all  properly  or- 
ganized. So  liia:,  it  feems,  the 
can  fes  above  mentioned  operate 
more  or  iefc  upon  feme  confticu- 
tions  than  upon  others ;  as  indeed 
it  obfervaMc  in  ?.il  epidemical  dif- 
order&  whatever r. 

I  was  informed  at  Sion,  that 
the  number,  bo;h  of  goitrous  per- 
fons,  and  of  id»ot*,  have  conside- 
rably deceafed  within  thefe  few 
years ;  and  two  reafor. s  were  align- 
ed :  one  is,  the  laudable  care 
which  the  magistrates  have  taken 
to  dry  up  the  itagnant  waters  in 
the  neighbourhood ;  and  the  other, 
the  cuiiom  which  now  generally 
prevails  of  fending  the  children  to 
the  mountains  ;  by  which  means 
they  efcape  the  bad  effects  of  the 
nnwholefome  air  and  water. 

It  is  to  be  pre  fumed,  that  a 
people  ace ui itamed  to  fee  thefe  ex- 
creicences  daily,  will  not  be  at  all 
fhocked  at  their  deformity  ;  but  I 
do  not  find,  as  fome  writers  aflert, 
that  they  confider  them  as  beau- 
ties :  I  cannot  believe  that  a  Val- 
Jaifan  poet  would  venture  to  ad- 
drefs  a  copy  of  verfes  to  his  mif- 
trefs  in  praife  of  her  goiter.  To 
judge   by  the   accounts   of  fome 


travellers,  one  might  fuppofe,  that 
all   thefe  people,  without   excep- 
tion, were  gifted  with  the  above 
appendage  :  whereas,  in  fact,  as  I 
have  before  remarked,  the  Vallai- 
fans,    in   general,    are   a  robult, 
hardy  race  of  people  ;  and  ail  that 
with   truth   can   be   affirmed,    is, 
that  goitrous  perfons,  and  idiots, 
are  more  abundant  here  than  per* 
haps  in   any  other  part   of   the 
globe. 

It  has  been  aflert ed  alio  br 
fome,  that  tbe  people  very  much 
refpect  thefe  idiots,  and  even  con- 
fider them  as  blcffings  from  Hea- 
ven ;  an  afTertion  which  is  as 
ftrongly  contradicted  by  others.  I 
made  many  inquiries  in  order  to 
get  at  the  truth  of  this  matter. 
Upon  my  queftioning  fome  gentle- 
men of  this  country,  whom  I  met 
at  the  baths  of  Leak,  they  treated 
the  notion  as  abfurd  and  falfe : 
but  whether  they  fpoke  their  real 
fentiments,  or  were  unwilling  to 
confirm  what  they  thought  might 
lower  their  countrymen  in  the  opi- 
nion of  a  ftranger,  will  admit  per- 
haps of  fome  /doubt.  For  I  hive, 
fince  that  time,  repeatedly* enqui- 
red among  the  lower  fort,  and  am 
convinced,  that  the  common  people 
efteem  them  as  bleffings.  They  call 
them  '*  Souls  of  God,  without 
"  fin :"  and  there  are  many  pa- 


*  I  was  told  by  a  phyfician  of  the  Vallais,  that  children  are  fometimes  born 
with  goiters  ;  and  I  law  lever  a],  fcarcc  ten  years  old,  who  had  very  large  ones. 
Thefe  iwcilings,  when  they  increafe  to  a  coniiderabie  magnitude,  check  refpi- 
ralion,  and  render  thoie  who  have  them  exceedingly  languid  and  indolent* 
During  my  expedition  through  the  Vallais,  I  obferved  fome  of  all  proportions, 
from  the  iize  of  a  walnut  to  the  bignejs  of  a  peck  loaf. 

The  fpecies  of  idiots  I  have  mentioned  above,  and  who  are  deemed  by  many 
authors  as  peculiar  to  the  Vallais,  are  called  Cretins.  Among  thefe  I  alfo  ob- 
ferved a  kind  of  fen  fib  le  gradation  :  namely,  from  thofe  who,  being  totally 
deaf  and  dumb,  and  incapable  of  helping  themfelves,  give  no  proof  of  their 
exiitcncc.  but  the  mere  animal  fenfations;  to  others,  who  are  a  little  more 
animated,  and  pofiefs  fome  faint  dawnings  of  reafon. 

renU 
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rents  who  prefer  thefe idiot-chil-  pep tie  greater  inanaoH  vtL&atL 

dren  to  thofe  whole  understanding*  unhappy  being*,  who  are  incap. 

are  perfect,  ;  becanfe,  as  they  are  able  of  taking  care  of  themfelve*. 

incapable  of  intentional  crimina-  Thefe  idioti  are  fuffered  to  marry, 

Iky,  they  confider  them  as  more  u  well  among  themfelvea  u  vitf 

certain  than  the  other)  of  happinefa  cithers ;  and  thus  the  breed  is,.  0 

in  a  future  (Lite.     Nor  b  this  opi-  in  fame  meafore,  prevented  fkos 

nion  entirely  without  fome  good  becoming  extinct*, 
effect.,  as  it  difpofes  the  parents  to  ■  ■     .  r 

*  Since  I  wrote  the  above  letter,  I  have  met  with  an  account  of  tiefcCretnw 
in  the  "  Recherche*  Philofophique*  fur  lea  Americaint."  Toe  ing*iuoa*> 
author  compares  them  with  the  Biafards  of  the  ilthmu*  of  Darren  \  a  fpeciei  of 
beings  who  refemble  the  white  negroes.  He  refer*  to  a  memoir  written. «*■• 
prefsly  upon  thefe  Cretins',  by  the  Count  of  Mogiron,  and  read  to  the  Kbyal 
Society  of  Lyons  :  I  am  lorry  that  I  have  notbeeimble  to  procure  thit  memoir) 
becaufe,  from  the  character  given  of  it  by  the  author  of  the  Rscfarcktr  PMbfa- 
pbiqttes,  it  mult  contain  fome  very  curious  rentirk*.  I  (hall  here  fubjifin  hr* 
account  of  the  Cretin*,  as  being,  in  many  refpeft*,  more  ample  thaa  mine*, 
premifing,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  by  no  mean*  appears  thefe  Critmi  are  »ni-» 
verfally  gotten.  i  -g--..--^--— 

"  On  ne  fauroit  mieux  comparer  }ei  Rlafants  quant  a  leurs  facultts,.  a  leur  . 
"  degeneration,  et  a  leur.jSfat,  qu'auk  Cretins  qju'on  volt  en  affez  grand  nombre 
"  dans  leValais,  ct  princioalement  a  Sion  capitale  decepayj;  lis  font  fourds, 
"  rmiets,  prefqae  infcnfiblet  aui  cou|  .,  r!  jv :  ■.■.  r'  .':  ■■■-■..  <  .\  -.  ;,;■.■  is";i.r.-.  (.'..■ 
"  leur  dependent  jiifcjH'il  la  ceipturei  ils  font  ni  furieux  ni  malfaifants,  quoiqu*  " 
"  abfolument  ineptes-'  et  incapable*  -de  penfer  ;  ils  n'ont  qu'une  forte  [Pattimt 
"  alTei  violent  pour  leursbefoins  phyfiqucs,  et  s'abaTulonnent  suit  plaitirs  de 
"  fens  de  toutc  efpece  fans  y  fbupcoimtr  anemic  crime,  aucune  indecencc.  Lea 
**  habitans  du  VaJlaia  regardent  cet  Cretins  corame  le»  ange*  taKilairtst  <k* 
"  families,  corame  de*  faints;  on  ae  lea.  contraije  jamais,  eq  les  tbjgne- art*; 
"  afliduite',  on  n'oublie  rien  pour  lei  amufer,  et  poor  fa  ti  if  aire  leur*  gout*  et 
"  leurs  appetits;  les  enfants  n'ofent  le*  infulter,  et  les  vieillards  les  retpeftent. 
"  lis  ont  la  peau  tree  livide  et  naiifent  Cretin*,  c'eft-i-diie  aufli  ibjpides,  aufli 
"  fimples  qu'il  ell  poflible  de  1'etre  i  Ic*  antlfea  n'apponent  ancUti  changement . 
"  a  leur  etat  d'abrutilfement  i  ils  y  perfifttnt  jufqu'l  la  mort,  et  on  ne  conncrt 
"  point  de  reraede  capable  de  les  tirtr  de  cet  a  ffoiipi  dement  de  la  raifon,  et  de 
"  cette  defaillance  du  corps  et  de  l'efprit.  II  y  en  a  del  ftenx  fexe*,  et  on  It* 
"  Iionore  egalemcnt,  foit  qu'il*  foient  hommes  du  ferome*.  Le  irfpect.  qn'orl 
"  porte  a  ces  pcrfonnes  atteinte*  du  Cretinage,  eft  fondf  fur  leur  innocence  et 
11  leur  foiblelTe  i  ils  ne  fauroient  pfchcr,  parce  qu'il*  he  diftinguent  lb  vice  de 
"  la  vertuj  ilsnefauroient  nuire,  parce  qu'ili  roanqnem  de  force,  de  vaillancey 
"  on  d'enviej  et  c'ell  junement  le  cat  fles  Blafard*,  doiit  la  ftupiditt;  eft  sufli 
*'  grande  que  celle  des  Cretins." 

In  another  part  he  fays,  "  Mr.  De  Maugiron  attrrbue  let  caufea  da  Creti- 
"  nage  des  Vallaifans  a  la  malpropretS,  a  l'education,  aux  chalenrs  exeefEvet 
"  des  vail ees,  aux  eaux,  et  aux  goitres  qui  font  commun*  I  tcnls  lea  etrfari*  de 
"  ce  pays  i  mais  il  y  exifte  probablement  une  autre  caufe  fbecifique,  (Jne  I'oh 
"  fera  plus  a  port ee  de  con noitre  quand  on  fera  parvenu  a  obteriir  la  permifiloii 
«  dedilfem-erunde  ce*  Cretins." 

Sue  Rrrhrcbei  Pbokfcpbmuit  fur  let  Amtrifmii,  ffe.  Per  Mr,  Dt  J*—, 
gjgatrit/Ht  Farile.    Seclion  I. 

Atctmt 
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Jesuat:  *.'  Tct   GLz;.-i-:  *f  sctw,  'ja  of  ace,   wkidh  fir 

*.t*  :/  Mvq:  io^c.     Fnm  :ce  ske  ift^oore  of  aen 

/Vj».  are  £me  leagues  ia. 

*of«i«'   ar    ske    cbrc    of 

^    -st.:  i..-.-:-  "™:  -ir-v-  .  il-  £:r.«f  i.t£  praabfy  cf  riae  a=»- 

"**i  :;.:-.£*.  frt'ii  "-T  r.::*.  :■-  ~zz  vjki~  •v.riid. 

:■.:*  v  :-.t -.rr*::  ■*.:  T.-*.:: ;  s-.»i         A:.:-jn£r2^  C5    w*    ca*caBaoas* 

sic/",*  «::•-•- L.-c:  *-:rr»j  :.:-?  -*..:*-:  cf  VE*.   De  L*c7  rzr  wfaofe   £aa* 

if  Cr  £:..:,    -»i:  ir.  !*£    "5.    :".    :.*.t  p*^.-  tzzrzz  cf  ".a;  ban-sieceT,  ele- 

fr.4.1  jt;'av*  of  •-.*:  i in*  :  i  u-  ravio**  are  zikz%  «irii  a  ck^;vje 

>  «r/   l-"r:.    T ::*•.:    *s   *-.*-:reI  i:'  lcrsracr  beK»"e  ejsanaiaabSe.) 

?•  *  istch;  -.:  r  :■ . :.g^ ;• .  *'-  c'2  ^e-  lit*  ieigk:i  of  tiif  mcns'iti:  stove 

fc-.g*   16    :**    •!     z    -f   Sa"i:s:i.  ca*  "rrel  cf  tie  feaii  3551"  F  reeds 

Gsr  rvii   *a     •*-■?    "-£2*d,    *---  zc\£zi.     \fr.  De  Saaflkre,  provef- 

«f»  arr-i*:   i^   :'*.i  *!i-"c  cf  Co*-  for  cf  =juaral  psEotbphy  at  Ge- 

eioany  f  ::.e  £T ■■*:  m-vx-tiiti  a-ci  rev  1,  rua  maie  sfe  of  tke  above 

gliclr-j   cf  )nC;'   riiig   xajiii-  barctaeter  ia  aKafojisg  tke  elcra- 

cairy  sefotric:.  rioa  of  several  very  CDofiderabie 

Tier*  ars  r.-.e  ^"acier:,  «ait:ji  /nic-tains-     This  great  rmprove- 

eracd  alsoa  u>  :re  plait  of  ue  men:  of  tke  barometer  Marks  a 

vale  cf  Cfc.ir.vr::::;-,  and  are  feci-  c&icguilhed  an  ia  die  hiAoryof 

filed  b7  »:lc  iVefb,  corr.-£eIdi,  raiural  philo&pby;  as,  before  it 

asd  rich  c*2adowi :    (o  tfcac  ia-  «as  recri£ed  by  tkac  ia^eaioos  na- 

senfe  tracu  of  ice  are   oleadeci  urailifty  Mr.  De  Lac,  ka  ascer- 

wi^  the  higheifc  c^iuraikrs,  aad  taia^  was  (b  great,  tkac  tbexe  was 

perpeutally  faceted  u>  eack  other  bo  refyiag  opoa  cbe  ■veafaradovu, 

in  the  me&  ni:gs!ar  and  fbikir.g  whkb  bad  beem  sakca  by  cbax  in* 

viciffitsde.    All  ueie  (cvcral  vai-  flrmenc*. 

I  am 


patlzg  Keighrin  tj  the  baronuter,  arc  to  be  found  in  Ids  very  ralpabk  trea- 
life,  "  iar  i:  M's£fica:icMi  dt  I  Atmzjfbhre"    Tbdfe  roles  are  explained,  and 


rtr'.ntri  by  Sir  George  Schocichorot^b,  in  a  nunir^r  of  ingevons  experiments 
Xf/wktdx  afceruir.ir.^  the  election  ot  feme  of  the  mountains  of  Savoy,  a  flbozt 
time  before  I  arrive.!  at  Genera.  He  followed  Mr.  De  Luc's  method  ;  took 
the  heizhthi  of  feverai  mountains,  rciprocaily,  by  barcmetrical  and  geome- 
trical cbfer-.ations  ;  asd  at  perceived  that  the  former  coincided  almoft  exacUy 
with  the  Jatter. 

Havina  fo'jnd  ?he  elevation  of  the  funimit  of  the  Male,  a  neighbouring 
roourit%in,  above  the  fiirface  of  the  lake  of  Geneva ;  he  took  from  thence  the 


geometrical  si  ■'■-'i::  cf  ^#/rfff  Blanc. 
Durinz  the  courfib  of  shefe 


hg  the  courfit  of  shefe  experiments,  he  was  enabled  to  correct  fomc  trif- 

j  ling 


NATURAL    HISTORY. 


95 


1  am  convinced,  from  the  fitua-  GranerY  description  of  die  Swifi 
tion  of  Mont  Blanc ;  from  the  stagier**  In  ope  of  the  chapters, 
heighths  of  the  mountains  around    he  has  given  the  altitude  of  fome 


it ;  from  its  Superior  elevation 
above  them  ;  and  its  being  feen 
at  a  great  diftance  from  all  fides  ; 
that  it  is  higher  than  any  moun- 
tain in  Swifierland;  which,  be- 
yond a  doubt,  is,  next  to  Mont 
Blanc,  the  higheft  ground  in  Eu- 
rope. That  it  is  more  elevated 
than  any  part  of  Afia  and  Africa, 
is  an  aflertion  that  can  only  be 
made  good  by  comparing  the  ju- 
dicious calculations  of  modern  tra- 
vellers, with  the  exaggerated  ac- 
counts of  former  ones;  and  by 
mewing  that  there  is  no  mountain 
in  tho/e  two  quarters  of  the  globe, 
the  altitude  whereof,  when  ac- 
curately taken,  amounts  to  2,400  • 
toifes*.  * 

Perhaps  in  no  inftance  has  the 
imagination  of  man  been  more 
creative,  or  more  given  to  ampli- 
fication, than  in  afccrtaining  the 
heighths  of  mountains. '  I  have 
been  confiderably  am  u fed  to-day 


of  the  moft  remarkable  mountains 
of  the  globe,  agreeably  to  the 
calculations  of  ieyeral  famous  geo* 
graphers  and  travellers,,  both  an* 
tient  and  modern/  % 

According  to  Strabo,  the-)  Tolfcs. 
higheft  mountain  of  the  (  ■  '  ^ 
antient  world  was  a-  f  3**  . 
bout.        -  -        J 

According  to  Riccioli .  -    $8,2 if 
'According  to  Father  Kir- 
cher,   who    took'  the 
elevations  of  mountains     ; 
by  the  uncertain  me-    #' 
thod  of  mealhring  their 
*  fhadows,  ",4;1  ' 

JEtna  is         -         -       4»ooe> 

The  Pike  ofTeneriff    io,ob# 

'    Mount  Athos '•  ••  m  •"■  -    20,000 

'•    Lari&in  Egfljty  ^'.    *8,©oe 

•  Bee  thefit  fareral  ^calculation* 
are  evidently  fo  extravagant,  that 
their  exaggeration  cannot  bat 
ftrike  the,  moft  common  obferver. 


with  confidering  this    article,  in/  If  we  confult  the  more  f  moder 

•    . '  .'       .  .    .  an4 

ling  errors  that  had  crept  into  Mr.  De  Luc's  computations  j  to  improve  ftill 
farther  the  difcoverfcs  of  the  latter  j  and  has  facilitated  the1  from*  of  taking  ele- 
vations, by  Amplifying  the  tables  and  rules  neceflfcty5  for  that  wirpofe. 

The  height  of  Mont  Blanc,  according  to  Sir  George  Schockboroneh,  Us 
15,662  feet  perpendicular  above  the  level  of  the  Tea')  according  to  Mr.  De 
Luc  23911  French  toifes :  which,  reduced  to  our  meafnre;  gives  15,303  feet  | 
if  the  proportion  of  the  French  to  theBngtifti  foot  be  neafty  as  15  to  16,  with- 
out confidering  the  fraction.    Tne  difference  is  only  359  feet. 

[See  Sir  George  Scbuekborougtfs  Obfervatms  mad*  t*  Sa<voy.] 

*  General  Pfiflfer  indeed  computes  the  heightlTbf  the  Scbtrtckborn  (the  moft 
elevated  of  the  Alps  in  the  canton  of-  Berne)  as  equal  to  2,400  toifes  above 
the  level  of  the  fea :  a  calculation,  however,  which  is  probably  fomewhat  ex- 
aggerated. For  although,  as  I  am  informed,  his  method  of  taking  elevations 
is  in  itfelf  exalt  5  yet  as  he  does  not  correct  the  difference  occafioned  by  the 
refraclions  of  the  atmofphere;  he  confequently  affigns  too  great  an  heightb. 
Neverthclefs,  as  he  accurately  preferves  the  different  proportions,  this  exaggera- 
tion may  be  eafily  reduced  to  the  true  ftandard*  Probably  the  Sbereclbom 
will  be  found  to  be  the  higheft  mountain  of  the  old  world,  excepting  Mont 
BLmc.  . 

f  In  order  to  determine  with  abfolutr  certainty  that  Mont  Blanc  is  the  high- 
eft point  of  the  old  world,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  eftimate,  by  the  fame  mode 

of 
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and  rational  accounts,  it  appear*  it  will  appear  that  there  are  few 
that   the    Pike   of  Tenerifr"   and  mountains,  except  thofe  in  Ame- 
>£:n.i  have  been  frequently  fup-  rica,  (the  elevation  whereof  reaches* 
pofed    to   be    the  higheft    moun-  according  to  Condamine,  to  above 
tains  of  the  globe.     The  former  is  3,000  toifes)  which  are  equal  in 
eft  im  a  ted  by  fome  natural  philo-  heighth  to  Mont  Blanc. 
fophcrs,  to  be  3,000  toifes  above        The  accefs  to  Mont  Blanc  has 
the  level    of  the   fea  ;    but,   ac-  been  hitherto  found  impracticable, 
cording  to  Feuillee,  this  elevation  About  two  month)  ago  four  inha- 
is   reduced    to   2,070  toifes    (and  bi tan ts  of  Cham ouny  attempted  to 
this  measurement:  too  is  probably  reach  it ;    and  fet  out  from  that 
fome  what  beyond  the  truth)  where-  village    at    ten   in    the    evening. 
as  vEcna,  by  the  accurate  compu-  After  above  fourteen  hours   molt 
tations  of  Mr.  De  Suufiure,  rifes  violent  fatigue, employed  in  mount- 
only  *  1672  toifes  above  the  fea.  ing    rugged    and    dangerous   af- 
So   that  from  thefe   observation.-,  cents,    in    croffing  feveral  vallirs 
as  well  as  from  thofe  which  have  of  ice,  and  large  plains  of  fnow, 
been    made    by  other    travellers,  which  was  in  fome  parts  fo  loofe, 
whofe  (kill  may  be  depended  upon,  that  they  funk  in  it  down  to  the 

of  menfuration,  Mont  Blanc,   the   Schereckhorn,  the  Pike  of  Teneriff,  the 
mountains  of  the  Moon  in  Africa,  the  Taurus,  and  the  Caucafus. 

The  latter  have  long  been  deemed  the  higheft  mountains  of  Afiaj  and  fome 
philosophers,  upon  conlkicring  the  great  fupertority,  which  the  eaftern  riven 
have  over  the  European,  both  in  depth  and  breadth,  have  drawn  from  thence  a 
prefu mptive  argument,  that  the  Afiatic  mountains  are  much  more  elevated  than 
thofe  ot  Europe.  But  conjeShires  are  now  banimed  from  natural  philofophv  s 
and,  till  fome  perfon  of  fufficient  ability  mail  (hew  from  undoubted  calcula- 
tions, that  the  higheft  part  of  the  Caucafus  rifes  more  than  15,000  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  fea,  Mont  Blanc  may  be  fairly  confidered  as  more  elevated. 

N.  B.  Throughout  the  text  I  have  made  ufe  of  the  French  toife,  confining 
of  fix  French  feet. 

*  About  10,660  Englifh  feet.  According  to  Sir  George  Schuckborough 
10,954. :  who  fays,  "  I  have  ventured  to  compute  the  heightbof  this  celebrated 
*'  mountain  from  my  own  tables,  though  from  an  obfervation  of  Mr.  De  Sauf* 
"  Aire,  in  17731  which  that  gentleman  obligingly  communicated  to  me.  It 
"  will  ferve  to  (hew  that  this  Volcano  it  by  no  means  the  higheft  mountain  of 
"  the  old  world  j  and  that  Vefuvius,  placed  upon  Mount  ./Etna,  would  not 
"  be  equal  to  the  heighth  of  Mont  Blanc,  which  I  lake  to  be  the  raoft  elevated 
"  point  in  Europe,  Afia,  and  Africa/* 

I  am  happy  to  find  my  conjectures  corroborated  by  that  ingenious  and  accu- 
rate obferver. 

Feet. 

Heighth  of  ^tna,  according  to  Sir  George        —        — •         —       10,954. 

Of  Vefuvius,  according  to  Mr.  De  Sauil'ure  —  —         3,900 

Of  both  together  —  —  —  ~-  14-1854. 

Heighth  of  Mont  Blanc,  according  to  Sir  George  —  15,662 

Diffcience, — or  the  height  of  Mont  Blanc  above  that  of  JS.XM  and  7 

Vefuvius  tokeu  tr-gcli.-r  — —  — —  J       *°* 

Waill; 
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waift  j  they  found  thcinfelve*  upon 

the  fummit  next  to  Mont  Blanc. 

At  firft  fight  it  appeared  fence  a 

league  di  ft  ant :  however,  they  loon 

difcovered    that    the  clearneft   of 

the  air,   the  extraordinary  while- 

nefi  of  the  faow,  and  the  h  eighth 

of  that  mountain,   made  it  Teem 

nearer  than  it  wai  in  reality  ;  and, 

they  perceived  with  regret,  that  it 

would  require  at  leaft  four  ho  on 

more  to  arrive  at  k,    «ven_fup~ 

poling   it   were  practicable.  ■  fiat 

as  the  day  was  now  far  adyftneedi 

and  the  vapours  toward*  the  funa* 

mit  of  Mont  Blanc,  began  to  ga- 
ther into  clouds  j  they  were  oblig-. 

ed  to  return  without  having  acs    ger.of  (ofing  their-; lir«i  in  theft 

compliihed  their  enterprife.    They    dofolate,  tc"gWM£:  V*m  *J    **f» 

had  no  time  to  lot :  and  a*  they    fort  of  reco»pencar&r_D} -.  ranch) 
danger  and  AftgWf  way  Mn  *M ," 
fiti^oti;.!«llofcrj»«  bo#fl;-,<jf 
having  approat&ed  naaxer, w.M^ 
Blanc,  than  any iw0wr.;i4«fl^f- 

,  ..   ..  .-lamj.fcc,  > 


other  fide  of  the  opening; 
upon  tail  he  hnng  dreadfully  fuf- 
pended  for  a  tew  moment!,  until 
:  w»  taken  out  by  hi*  coropa- 
oni. .  'The  danger  he  had  tuft 
■  efcaped*  madf  fnoh  an  impreffion 
upon  him,  that  he  fowtj*  am(y, 
and  continued  for  _fome  time  in 
that  fituation:  he  was  at  length, 
however,  brought  to  himfelf,  and, 
though  coniiderably  bruifed,  he  . 
fufficiently  recovered  to  be  able  to 
go  on.  They  did  not  arrive  at 
Chamouny  till  eight  that  evening, 
after  having  palled  two  and  twenty 
hours  of  inconceivable  fatigue, 
and  being  more  than  once  in  dan- 


were  returning  in  great  aafle,  one 
of  the  party  (Lipped  down  in  at- 
tempting to  leap,  over  a  chain,  of 
ice.  He  had.in.hu, hand  a  logg, 
pole,  fpifced  with  kon,  which- h« 
had  ftruck   into  the  ice  on  the 


*  According  to  Sir  George  Schuckbotough,  the  iurnmh  to  which  they  ar,» 
rived,  is  more  than  13,006  Feet  above  the  Mediterranean-  TnefiajSerfirat how- 
ever do  not  feem  to  have  taken  fnfficient  precaution*  for  fo  perilou*  an  enter- 
prise j  for  the  etpedition  wai  not  only  hsiafdoUi  to  a  great  demf#'  but  it  waa 
alfo  too  fatiguing  arid  too  difficult'  to  be '  »ccompKIhe4  within,  twenry-foui 
hours.  They  ought  to  have  fet  out  in.  tUfr  rooming;  ha**"  aktu  fur*  with 
them,  and,  if  pofliblr,  have  found  font*  pwoer  p4ac»in>.wbtth«o-ll*vB.paifcd 
the  night.  If  that  could  have  been  accaomliihedi  and. if  bfraay  mean*  tbajr 
could  have  guarded  thamfelve*  againft- the  piercing  Gold,  ta**w»ul4  have  been 
fufficiently  refre/hed  the  neat  morning  to  purfue  their,  ajtpedition  |.  and  would 
not  have  found  therofelves,  after  advancing  within  four  hour*  of  Mont  BllnCjj 
fo  fatigued  and  terrified  a*  to  be  unable  to. proceed  j  nor  tht  day  fo  far  fpent, 
that,  had  they  gone  on,  ihcymuft  have  been' overtaken,  by  dafknefl,  and  wouM 
probably  have  either  fallen  down  one  of  the'  precjoieer,  or  hate  perifiwd  with 
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boiled  enough,  caft  away  the  wa- 
ter, and  peel  them ;  and,  with 
the  aflhlance  of  a  wooden  roller, 
reduce  them  into  a  pafte,  which, 
by  grinding,  grows  fliff  and  elaftic. 
When  there  are  no  more  cfots  or 
lumps  in  the  whole  mafs,  then  the 
pulp  is  in  perfection. 

Remarks.  —  The  parts  which 
conftitute  the  potatoe  are  in  its 
natural  ilate  divided;  after  boil- 
ing, thefe  parts  are  fo  united  as 
to  be  but  one  homogeneous  mafs. 
The  (larch,  the  fibrous  fubftance 
which  floated,  as  one  may  fay, 
in  the  vegetative  water,  are  in  it 
diflblved. 

It  is  from  this  very  fimpie  ope- 
ration that  the  whole  fabrication 
of  potatoe-bread  depends ;  with- 
out it,  no  panification  :  moreover, 
the  potatoe  mull  neceflarily  be  in 
that  Hate  when  we  intend  to  mix 
it  with  any  other  grain,  fuch  as 
buck-wheat,  barley,  or  oats  :  un- 
der any  other  form,  its  union  with 
thefe  forts  of  grain  will  make,  at 
bed,  but  a  coarfe  bread. 

Of  the  Bread.— Take  five  pounds 
of  dried  (larch,  and  five  pounds  of 
the  pulp ;  diflblve  a  fuitable  quan- 
tity of  leaven  or  yeaft  in  warm 
water  the  eve  or  night  before. 
The  mixture  being  exactly  made, 
let  it  lie  all  night  in  a  kneading 
trough,  well  covered  and  kept 
warm  until  the  next  day ;  this  is 
the  fecond  leaven  ;  then  add  five 
pounds  more  of  (larch,  and  the 
lame  quantity  of  pulp,  and  knead 
it  well.  The  water  mud  be  in 
proportion  as  a  fifth  part,  that  is 
to  fay,  that  upon  twenty  pounds 
of  pafte  there  mud  be  five  pounds 
of  the  water.  You  mufl  obferve 
that  the  water  be  ufed  as  hot  as 
poflibie,  .  , 


The  pafte  being  completely 
kneaded,  it  mufl  be  divided  into 
fmall  loaves :  this  bread  requires 
flow  preparation,  and  the  oven 
mud  be  equally  and  moderately 
heated :  it  will  require  two  hours 
baking. 

The  fait  with  which  they  fea- 
fon  the  bread  in  fome  provinces 
is  alfo  necefiary  for  this :  the 
quantity  depends  on  the  tafte; 
but  half  a  drachm  feems  to  he  fuffi- 
cient. 

Any  one  may  eafily  conceive 
that  this  abdraft  cannot  wholly 
give  an  idea  of  the  procefs,  and 
that  thofe  who  have  the  fabrica- 
tion of  this  bread  at  heart  mu& 
be  obliged  to  have  recouxfe  to 
their  own  experience,  becaufe  no 
exaft  account  is  to  be  expected 
when  a  new  preparation  is  to  be 
performed. 


Defer  iption  of  a  moft  effeQual  Method 
effecuring  Buildings  againfi  Fire, 
invented  by  Charles  Lord  Vif- 
count  Mahon,  F.  R.  S. 

[From  the  Philofophical  Tranfa&fons.  J 

THE  new  and  very  Ample 
method  which  I  have  difco- 
vercd  of  fee u ring  every  kind  of 
building  (even  though  conftrufled 
of  timber)  again  ft  all  danger  of 
fire,  may  very  properly  be  divided 
into  three  parts ;  namely,'  under- 
flooring,  extra-lathing,  and  inter- 
fecuring,  which  particular  methods 
may  be  applied,  in  part  or  in 
whole,  to  different  buildings,  ac- 
cording to  the  various  circum- 
ftances  attending  their  conftruc* 
tion,  and  according  to  the  degree 
of  accumulated  fire,  to  which  each 
of  thefe  buildings  may  be  expofed, 

from 
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from  the  different  ufes  to  which, 
they  are  meant  to  be  apprbpriau 
ed.  The  method  of  under-flooring 
may  be  divided  into  two  parts ; 
viz.  into  Jingle  and  double  under" 
flooring* 

The  method  of  Jingle  under-flar- 
ing is  as  follows :  A  common  ftrong 
lath,  of  about  one  quarter  of  an 
inch  thick  (either  of  oak  or  fir) 
ihould  be  nailed  againft  each  fide 
of  every  joift,  and  of  every  main 
timber,  which  fupports  the  flow 
intended  to  be  fecured.  Other 
fimilar  laths  ought  then  to.  be 
nailed  the  whole  length  of  the 
joiits,  with  their  ends  butting 
againg  each  other :  thefe  are  what 
I  call  the  fillets.  The  top  of  each 
fillet  ought  to  be  at  one  inch  and 
a  half  below  the  top  of  the  joifb 
or  timbers  againft  which  they  are 
nailed.  Thefe  fillets  will  then 
form,  as  it  were,  a  fort  of  fmall' 
ledge  on  each  fide  of  all  the  joifts* 

When  the  fillets  are  going  to  be 
nailed  on,  fome  of  the  rough  plaf- 
ter  hereafter  .mentioned  muft  be 
fpread  with  a  trowel  all  along  that 
fide  of  each  of  the  fillets  which  is 
to  lay  next  to  the  joifb,  in  order 
that  thefe  fillets  may  be  well  bed- 
ded therein,  when  they  are  nailed 
on,  fo  that  there  ihould  not  be 
any  interval  between  the  fillets 
and  the  joifts.  A  great  number 
of  any  common  laths  (either  of 
oak  or  fir)  muft  be  cut  nearly  to 
the  length  of  the  width  of  the  in- 
tervals between  the  joifts.  Some 
of  the  rough  plafter  referred  to 
above  ought  to  be  fpread  with  a 
trowel,  fucceffively  upon  the  top 
of  all  the  fillets,  ana  along  the 
fides  of  that  part  of  the  joifts  which 
is  between  the  top  of  the .  fillets 
4nd  the  upper  edge  of  Che  joifts. 
The  ihof  t  pieces  of  common  laiha 


juft  mentioned  ought  (in  order  to 
fill  up  the  intervals  between  the 
joifts  that  fuppprt  the  floor)  to  be' 
laid  in  the  contrary  direction  tot 
the  joifts,  aodclofe  together  In  » 
row,  fo  as  to  touch  one'  another* 
as  much  as  the  want  of  ftraitneft 
in  the.  laths  will  poffibly  allow* 
without  the  '  laths  lapping  over' 
each  other;  their  ends  muft  reft  ' 
upon  the  fillets  fpoken  of  abovej 
and  they  ought  to  be  well  bedde^ 
in  the  rough  plafter.  It  is  hoi 
proper  to  ufe  any  nails  to  faften 
down  either  thefe  fhort. pieces  of 
laths,  or  thofe  ihorc  pieces  here* 
.  after  mentioned.  ■    , 

Thefe  fhort  pieces  of  lathe 
ought  then  to  be  covered  with  one 
thick  coat  of  the  rough  plafter 
fpoken  of  hereafter,  which  fhouM 
be  fpread  all  overthem,  and  which 
ihould  he  brought*  with  a  trowel, 
to  be  about,  level  with  the  tope 
of  the  joifts,  jbut-ftot  ahaveitbem;, 
This  rough  plafter  in  a  day  Of 
two  ihould  be  trowelled  all  over 
clofe  home  to  the  fides  of  the 
joifts ;  but  the  tops  of  the  joifts 
ought  not  to  be  any  ways  covered 
with  it.  . 

The  method  of  double  under-floor*  . 
ing  is,  in  the  firft  part  of  it,  ex- 
actly the  fame  *s  the  method  juft 
defcribed.  The  fillets,  and  the. 
fhort  pieces  of  laths .  are  applied 
in  the  fame  manner ;  but  tbe  coat 
of  rough  plafter  ought  to  be  lit- 
tle more  than  halt  as  thick  as 
the  coat  of  rough  plafter  applied 
in  the  method  offlngb  under  floor* 

i*£* 
In  the  method  of  double  underr 

flooring;  as  faft  as  this  coat  of 

rough  plafter  is  laid  on,  fome  more 

of  jthe  fhort  pieces  of  laths,  cut  as 

above  directed,   muft  be  laid  in 

the  internal*  between,  the  joifb  upon 

H  3  the 
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the  fir  ft  coat  of  rough  pi  after ;  and 
each  of  thefe  (hort  laths  muft  be, 
one  after  the  other,  bedded  deep 
and  quite  found  into  this  rough 
plaifter  whilfl  it  is  foft.  Thefe 
ihort  pieces  of  laths  mould  be  laid 
alfo  as  clofe  as  poffible  to  each 
other,  and  in  the  fame  direction 
as  the  fir  ft  layer  of  ihort  laths. 

A  coat  of  the  fame  kind  of 
rough  plafter  ihould  then  be  fpread 
over  this  fecond  layer  of  ftiort 
laths,  as  there  was  upofti  the  fir  ft 
layer  above  defcribed.  This  coat 
of  rough  plafter  ihould  (as  above 
directed  for  the  method  of  Jingle 
under -fiooring)  be  trowelled  level 
with  the  tops  of  the  joifts,  but 
it  ought  not  to  rife  above  them. 
The  fooner  this  fecond  coat  of 
rough  plafter  is  fpread  upon  the 
fecond  layer  of  (hort  laths  juft  men- 
tioned the  better.  What  follows 
is  common  to  the  method  of  (ingle 
as  well  as  to  that  of  double  under- 
Jkoriug. 

Common  coarfe  lime  and  hair 
(fuch   as  generally  ferves  for  the 
pricking  up  coat  in  plaftering)  may 
be  ufed  for  all  the  purpofes  before 
or  hereafter  mentioned ;  but  it  is 
coniiderably    cheaper,    and    even 
much  better,  in  all  thefe  cafes,  to 
make  ufe  of  hay  inftead  of  hair, 
in   order   to   prevent  the   plafter- 
work  from   cracking.      The   hay 
ought  to  be  chopped  to  about  three 
inches  in  length,  but  no  ihorter. 
One  meafurc  of  common   rough 
/and,    two    meafures    of    flacked 
lime,  and  three  meafures  bat  not 
lei's  of  chopped   hay,   will   prove 
in  general,  a   very  good   propor- 
tion, when  fufficiently  beat  up  to- 
gether in  the  manner  of  common 
mortar.     The  hay   muft   be  well 
dragged  in   this   kind    of   rough 
plaiter*  and  well  intermixed  with 
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it ;  but  the  hay  ought  never  to  be 
put  in,  till  the  two  other  ingre- 
dients are  well  beat  up  together 
with  water.  This  rough  plafter 
ought  never  to  be  made  thin  for 
any  of  the  work  mentioned  in 
this  paper.  The  ftiffer  it  is  the 
better,  provided  it  be  not  too  dry 
to  be  fpread  properly  upon  the 
laths.  If  the  flooring  boards  are 
required  to  be  laid  very  foon,  ft 
fourth  or  a  fifth  part  of  quick 
lime  in  powder,  very  well  mixed 
with  this  rough  planer  juft  before 
it  is  ufed,  will  caufe  it  to  dry  very 
faft. 

I  have  pra&ifed  this  method  in 
an  extenfive  work  with  great  ad-r 
vantage.  In  three  weeks  this 
rough  plafter  grows  perfectly -dry. 
The  rough  plafter,  fo  made,  may 
be  applied  at  all  times  of  tb$ 
joar  with  the  greateft  foccefs. 
The  eafieft  method,  by  much,  of 
reducing  quick  lime  to  powder  is  by 
dropping  a /mall  quantity  of  water 
on  the  lime- ft  one,  a  little  'while 
before  the  powder  is  intended  to 
be  ufed:  the  lime  will  ftiil  re- 
tain a  very  fufficient  degree  of 
heat. 

When  the  rough  plafter-worlc 
between  the  joifts  has  got  tho- 
roughly dry,  it  ought  to  be  ob^ 
ferved,  whether  or  not,  there  be 
any  fmall  cracks  in  it,  particu- 
larly next  to  the  joifts.  If  there 
are  any,  they  ooght  to  be  warned 
over  wijh  a  brum,  wet  with  mortar- 
waflj,  which  will  effectually  clofe 
them ;  but  there  will  never  be  any 
cracks  at  all,  if  the  chopped  hay 
and  the  quick  lime  be  properly  made 
ufe  of. 

The  mortar- warn  I  make  ufe  of 
is  merely  this.  About  two  mea- 
fures of  quick  lime,  and  one  mea- 
furc of  common  fand,  fhould  be 

put 
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rough  prafteroogtft  to  be  fpfrduT 
between  thefe  lath?  and  the'  joHb 
(or  other  timbers)  againft  whicb 
thefe  hiths  are  tdie  nailed,  tie 
laths  ou^t  to  be  failed  Very  cftfte 
to  each  other.  When  either  oroe 
ends  of  any  of  die  laths  lap*  over 
other  Jathtj  itouihttb  be  attended 
to/ that  thefc^ndi  be  bedded 
found  in  tent  of  the  fame  torjtFoT 
rough  plafter.  This  attended  Is 
equally  neceffary  for,  die  fteond 
layeV  of  laths  hereafter  nien- 
ttoned.  :■•••■••■  =■  -^T' 

Tbe  "firft  layer  of  laths- 
to  pe  covered  with  a .  pretty 
coat  of  the  fame  rough  pi 
fpoken  of  above.  A  fecontl  laver 
of  lath*  otr£)rrthen  fo,  be  toarod 
on,  each  Jath  being,  as  it  is  pot 
on,  weH  fqn#e*ed  and  bedded 
found  into  the  {oft  rough- platter. 
For  th{r  rejr%t,  -  no  more  of  this 
4}rfr  coat  of*  r^gh  iilafter  ought  jfo 
be  laid  Wit  ^  time  than  what 
can  be  immediately  followed  wipi , 
thefecond  layer  of  laths*. 
*  The  laths  qf  this  fecond  layer 
ought  to  be  laid  as  clofe  to  each 
other  as  they  rcan  be,  to  aftow  of 
a  proper  clench  for  the  rough 
plafter.  The  laths  of  the  feconit 
xayer  •^may  then  be  plaftered  over 
with  a  coat  of  the  fame  kind  of 
rough  plafter,  or  it  may  be  plat, 
tered  over  in  the  ufual  manner. 

The  third  method,  which  is  that 
of  inter-j/ecxring,  is  very  fimflar, 
in  moll  refpeos,  to  that  of  under- 
flooring ;  but  no  (and  is  afterwards 
to  be  laid  upon  it.  Inter- fecuring, 
is  applicable  to  the  fame  parts  of 
a  building  as  the  method  Gfextrs- 
latking  juft  defcribed;   but  it  is 


put  into  a  pail,  and  fhould  be 
well  flirred  up  with  water,  till  the 
water  grows  very  thick,  fo  as  to  be 
almoft  of  the  confiftency  of  a  tjrin 
jelly.  This  wafh,  when  ufed,  will 
grow  dry  in  a  few  minutes. 

Before  the  flooring  boards  are 
laid,  a  fmall  quantity  of  very  ity 
common  fand  fhould  be  ftrewed 
over  the  rough  piafter-work,  but 
not  over  the  tops  of  the  joifts.  The 
fand  fhould  be  {truck  fmooth  with 
an  hollow  rule,  which  ought  to 
be  about  the  length  of  the  drfrance 
from  joift  to  joift,  and  of  about 
one  eighth  of  an  inch  curvature ; 
which  rule,  paffing  over  the  iattd 
in  the  fame  direction  with  the 
joifts,  will  caufe  the  fand  to  lay 
rather  rounding  in  the  middle  'of 
the  interval  between  each  pairdf 
joifts.  The  flooring  boards  may 
then  be  laid  and  fattened  down  in 
the  ufual  manner;  but  very  parti- 
cular attention  muft  be  paid,  to 
the  rough  plafter-work  and  to  the 
fand  being  moft  perfectly  dry  be- 
fore the  boards  are  laia,  for  fear 
of  the  dry-rot ;  of  which  how- 
ever there  is  no  kind  of  danger, 
when  this  precaution  is  made  ufe 
of.  The  method  of  under -flooring 
I  have  alfo  applied  with  the  ut- 
moft  fuccefs,  to  a  wooden  ftair- 
cafe.  It  is  made  to  follow  the 
fhape  of  the  fteps,  but  no  fand  is 
laid  upon  the  rough  plafter-work 
in  this  cafe. 

The  method  of  extra -lathing 
may  be  applied  to  cieling  joifts, 
to  Hoping  roofs,  and  to  wooden 
partitions.  It  is  Amply  this  :  as 
the  laths  are  going  to  be  nailed 
on,  fome  of  the  above-mentioned 
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If  a  third  layer  of  laths  be  immediately  nailed  on,  and  be  covered  with  a 
third  coat  of  rough  pi  after,  I  then  call  the  method  treble  lotting  5  but  this  mt* 
thod  of  treble  lathing  can  almoft  in  no  cafe  be  required* 
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not  often  necefiary  to  be  made 
ufe  of. 

I  have  made  a  prodigious  num- 
ber of  experiments  upon  every  part 
of  thefe  different  methods.  I 
caafed  a  wooden  building  to  be 
conflrudted  at  Chcvening  in  Kent, 
in  order  to  perform  them  in  the 
moft  natural  manner.  The  me- 
thods of  extra-lathing  and  double 
under-flooring  were  the  only  ones 
made  ufe  of  in  that  building. 

On  the  26th  of  September  1777, 
I  had  the  honour  to  repeat  fome 
of  my  experiments  before  the  pre- 
sident and  fome  of  the  fellows  of  the 
Royal  Society,  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, the  committee  of  city  lands, 
feveral  of  the  foreign  minifters, 
and  a  great  number  of  other  per  - 
fons. 

The  firfl  experiment  was  to  fill 
jhe  lower  room  of  the  building 
(which  room  was  about  twenty-fix 
feet  long  by  fix  tee  a  wiae)  full  of 
fhavings  and  faggots,  mixed  with 
combuftibles,  and  to  fee  them  all 
on  fire.  The  heat  was  fo  intenfe, 
that  the  glafs  of  the  windows  was 
melted  like  fo  much  common  feal- 
ing  wax,  and  run  down  in  drops, 
yet  the  flooring  boards  of  that  very 
room  were  not  burnt  through,  nor 
was  one  of  the  fide  timbers,  floor- 


in  the  middle,  to  be  ere&ed,  quite 
clofe  to  one  end  of  the  Jfecuied 
wooden  houfe.  I  filled  and  co- 
vered this  building  with  above 
eleven  hundred  large  kiln  faggots, 
and  feveral  loads  of  dry  fhavings  ; 
and  I  fet  this  pile  on  fire.  The 
height  of  the  flame  was  no  lefs 
than  eighty- feven  feet  perpendi- 
cular from  the  ground,  and  the 
grafs  upon  a  bank,  at  a  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  from  the  fire,  was 
all  fcorched  ;  yet  the  {beared 
wooden  building,  quite  contiguous 
to  this  vaft  heap  of  fire,  was  not 
at  all  damaged,  except  fome  parts 
of  the  outer  coat  of  plafter-work* 

This  experiment  was  intended 
to  reprefent  a  wooden  town  on 
fire,  and  to  fhow  how  effectually 
even  a  wooden  building,  if  fecur- 
ed  according  to  my  new  method, 
would  flop  the  progrefs  of  the 
flames  on  that  fide,  without  any 
affiftance  from  fire-engines,  &c. 

The  laft  experiment  I  made  that 
day  was,  the  attempting  to  bum 
a  wooden  flair- cafe,  fecured  ac-  - 
cording  to  my  fimple  method  of 
under -flooring.  The  underfide  of 
the  flair- cafe  was  extra-lathed.  Se- 
veral very  large  kiln  faggots  were 
laid,  and  kindled,  under  the  flair- 
cafe,  round  the  flairs  and  upon 
the  fleps;  this  wooden  flair-cafe 


joiils,  or  cieling-joifls  damaged  in ,  notwith  flan  ding  refilled,  as  if  it 
the  fmalleft  degree;  and  the  per-     had  been  of  fire-flone,  all  the  at? 


fons  who  went  into  the  room  im- 
mediately over  the  room  filled  with 
fire,  did  not  perceive  any  ill  ef- 
fects from  it  whatever,  even  the 
floor  of  that  room  being  perfectly 
cool  during  that  enormous  con- 
flagration immediately  under- 
neath. 

I  then  caufed  a  kind  of  wood- 
en building  of  full  fifty  feet  in 
length,  and  of  three  ftories  high 


tempts  that  were  made  to  con- 
fume  it.  J  have  fince  made  five 
other  flill  ftronger  fires  upon  this 
fame  flair-cafe,  without  haying 
repaired  it,  having,  moreover, 
filled  the  fmall  place  in  which  this 
flair- cafe  is,  entirely  with  fhavT 
ings  and  large  faggots  ;  but  the 
flair-cafe  is,  however,  flill  ftand- 
ing,  and  is  but  little  da- 
maged. 
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In  mod  houfei  it  it  neceffaiy 
only  to  feeure  the  floors  ;  and  that 
according  to  the  method  of  finale 
under-flooring  already  defer  ibed. 
The  extra  expence  of  it  (all  ma- 
terials included)  is  only  about  nine* 
fence  per  fquare  yard,  unlefs  there 
fhould  be  particular  difficulties  at- 
tending the  execution,  in  which 
cafe,  it  will  vary  a  little.  When 
quick  lime  is  made  ufe  of,  the  e*» 
pence  is  a  trifle  more.  The  extra- 
expence  of  the  method  of  extra- 
lathing,  is  no  more  than  fix-pence 
fer  fquare  yard  for  the  timber, 
fide-walls,  and  partitions;  but  for 
the  deling  about  nine-pence  per 
fquare  yard.  No  extra-lathing  is 
neceflary  in  the  generality  of 
houf^s. 


Inftt uSiions  for  cultivating  and  curing 
Tobacco  in  England.  From  Mr, 
Carver's  Treati/e  on  that  Subjeg. 

THE  beft  ground  for  railing 
the  plant  is  a  warm  rich  foil, 
not  fubject  to  be  over-run  with 
weeds ;  for  from  thefe  it  mud  be 
totally  cleared.  The  foil  in  which 
it  grows  in  Virginia  is  inclining  to 
fandy,  confequently  warm  and 
light ;  the  nearer  therefore  the  na- 
ture of  the  land  approaches  to  that, 
the  greater  probability  there  is  of 
its  flourishing  here.  The  fituatioa 
mod  preferable  for  a  plantation  is 
the  fouthern  declivity  of  a  hill,  or 
a  fpot  that  is  fheltered  from  the 
blighting  north  winds  which  fo 
frequently  blow,  during  the  fpring 
months,  in  this  ifland.  But  at  the 
fame  time  the  plants  mud  enjoy  a 
free  current  of  air  ;  for  if  that  be 
pbftructed  they  will  not  profper. 

As  the  tobacco  plant,  being  an 
annual,  is  only  to  be  raifed  from. 


feed,  the  greateft  care  in  purchas- 
ing thefe  is  necefTary  ;.  left  by  fay- 
ing fuch  as  is  not  good,  wf  loft, 
with  the  expected  crop,  the  fea&a. 
The  different  forts  ofthe  feeds  not 
being  difHnguifluble  from  each 
other,  nor  the  goodnefi  to  be  af- 
certained  by  their  appearance  3  the 
purchafer  would  apply  to  a  perfcn 
of  character  in  that  profeffion.  la! 
defcribing  the  manner  in  which* 
the  plant  ought  to  be  raffed  from 
the  feed,  as  well  as  in  the  fucceed* 
ihg  progrefs,  I  mail  confine  my* 
feu  to  the  practice  of  the  northern 
colonies  of  America,  as  thtfe  are 

more  parallel  in  their  latitude  to 
EnelamJ. 

About  the  middle  of  April,'  or 
rather  fooner  in  a  forward  fpring, 
fow  the  ised  in  beds  firft  prepared 
for  the  purpofe  with  fome  warm 
rich  manure*  In  a  cold  (priug, 
regular  hot-beds  would  be  mojt 
eligible  for  this  purpofe  ^  and  in- 
deed the  gardeners  of  this  country 
are  perfuaded,  that  the  Nicotanin 
cannot  be  raifed  in  any  other  Way; 
but  thefe  are  feldom  to  be  found 
in  common  gardens,  and  I  am 
convinced  that  if  the  weather  is  not 
remarkably  fevere,  they  might  be 
reared  without  doors.  A  iquaste 
yard  of  land,  for  which  a  small 
.quantity  of  feed. is  fuificient,  will 
produce  above  five  hundred  plants, 
and  allow  proper  fpace  for  their 
nurture  till  they  arcN  fit  to  tranf. 
plant. 

Having  fown  the  feed  in  the 
manner  directed,  on  the  leaft  ap- 
prehension of  a  froft.  after  the 
plants  appear,  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  fpread  mats  over  the  beds«  ele- 
vated from  the  ground  by. poles 
laid  acrofs.  Thefe  however  muA 
be  removed  in  the  morning  foon 
after  (he  fan  appears,  that  they 
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may  receive  as  much   benefit  as 
pcfiibie  frf«m  it«  warmth,  and  from 
the  air.     In  this   manner  proceed 
till   the  leave*.  h«ive  attained    th** 
fize  or  ;ihcu:  two  ir.chej  in  linger., 
and    one    ii    br-.-;i?h,  wir.ch    rh?y 
will  tic  ir;  2i,T»:r  a  irio^ta,  o-  rear 
the  middle  of  M.iv.     One  invsri. 
abV  rule,   for  their  being  able  to 
bear  removal  is,  wh'jn  the  fourth 
leaf  is  sprouted,  and  tr.e  fifth  juli 
appear*.     Then  cake  t!ie  o»vpor:u- 
nity  of  i  he  fir  ft   rains,  or  gentle 
iho-jvers,    to  trarifplan:  them  into 
furh  a  foil  and  fituaticn  ab  before 
defcribed.       The  Ian  A   muft    be 
plowed,  or  dug  up  with  fpades,  as 
mellow  ,.nd  lir^ht  as  poilible.  Raife, 
win  the  hoc,  fmall  hillocs  at  the 
difrance  of  two   feet,   or   a  little 
more,    from   each   other,    taking 
care  tha:  no  hard  fods  or  lumps  are 
in   it,    and  then  juft  indent  the 
middle  of  each,  without  dibbling 
the  holes  as  for  fome  other  plants. 
When   your  ground  is  thus  pre- 
pared, dig  up  the  plants  in  a  gen- 
tle manner  from  their  native  bed, 
and   ini'crt  a  plant  gently  into  the 
center  of  each  hilloc,   prefling  the 
foil  around   it  with   your  fingers, 
and  taking  the  greater!  care,  dur- 
ing the  operation,  that  you  do  not 
break  oft  any  of  the  leaves,  which 
are  at  this  time  exquifittly  tender. 
If  the  weather  proves    dry,   after 
they  arc  thus  transplanted,  they  muft 
be  watered  with  (ofc  water,  in  the 
fc<mc  manner  us  is  ufually  done  to 
coleworts,  or  plants  of  a  fimilar 
kind.     From  this  time  great  care 
mult  be  taken  to  keep  the  ground 
{oft,  and  free  from  weeds,  by  often 
ilirring  with  your  hoe  the  mould 
round  the  roots  j  and  pruning  off 
the  dead  leaves  that  Sometimes  are 
fouhd  near  the  bottom  of  the  ftalk. 
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The  difference  of  this  climate 
from  that  in  which  I  have  been 
accuftcmed  toebferve  the  progrefs 
of  thi<  piaut,  will  not  permit  me 
to  divct  with  certainty  the  time 
which  i.«  it!  oft  proper  to  take  off  the ' 
top  of  ir,  to  prevent  it  from  run- 
ning to  feed.    This  knowledge  can 
only  he  perfectly  acquired  by  expe- 
rience.    When  it  has  rifen  to  op- 
wards  of  two  feet,   it  commonly 
begins  to  put  forth  the  branches  on 
which  the  flowers  and  feeds  are 
produced  ;  but  as  this  expanfion, 
if  fuffered  to  take  place,    would 
drain     the    nutriment    from    the 
leaves,    and  thereby  leffen    their 
fize  and  efficacy,  it  becomes  need- 
ful at  trm  ftage  to  nip  off  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  ftalk,  to  prevent  its 
growing  higher.      In  fome  other 
climates  the  top  is  commonly  cnt 
off  when    the   plant  has    fifteen 
leaves ;  if  the  tobacco  is  intended 
to  be  a  little  ftronger  than  a  foal, 
this  is  done  when  it  has  only  thir- 
teen ;  and  fome  times,  when  it  is 
chofen  to  be  remarkably  powerful, 
eleven  or  twelve  leaves  only  are 
allowed  to  expand.     On  the  con- 
trary, if  the  planter  is  defirous  to  . 
have  his  crop  very  mild,  he  fuffers 
it  to  put  forth  eighteen  or  twenty : 
but  in  this  calculation  the  three  or 
four  lower  leaves  next  the  ground 
are  not  to  be  reckoned. 

This  is  denominated  '  topping 
'  the  tobacco/  and  is  much  better 
done  by  the  finger  and  thumb, 
than  with  any  inflrument;  becaufe 
the  former  clofe,  at  the  fame' time, 
the  pores  of  the  plants ;  whereas, 
when  it  is  done  with  the  latter, 
the  juices  are  in  fome  degree  ex- 
haufted.  And  though  this  might 
appear  unimportant,  yet  every  me- 
thod that  tends  to  give  vigour  to 

1     the 
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the  leaves  fhould  be  carefully  par-  rent  figns,  however,  df  its  mkttu 
fued.  For  the  fame  reafoh  care  fity  are,  that  the  leaves,  as  thejr 
muft  be  taken  to  nip  off  the  fprouts  approach,  a  ftate  of.  ripenefs,'  be- 
that  will  be  continually  fpringihg  come  more  corrugated  or  roughs 
up  at  the  junction  t>f  the  leaves  ami  when  fully  ripe,  appear  mot- 
with  the  ftalks.  This  is  termed  tied  with  yellowira '  fpots  on  the 
'  Tuckering  the  tobacco/  and  ought  raited  parts,  whilft  the  cavities  rc- 
to  be  repeated  as  often  as  occafion  tiin  their  ufuai  green  coloqr.  Their  „ 
req  uires.  are/  at  this  time,  alfo  thicker  thaji 

The  laft,  and  not  the  lea  ft  con-  they  {have  before  been,  and  are   , 
x  cern-in  the  cultivation  of  this  plant,  covered  with  a  kind  of  downy  'yel- 
is  the  deftruftion  of  the  worm  that  vet.   If  heavy-  rains  iuppen  at.thb % 
Nature  has  given  it  for  an  enemy,  .  critical  period,  they  win  wafti  thfi 
and  which,  like  many  other  repi  excrefcehtfubftance  off,  and  there- 
tiles,  preys  emits  benefactor.    T6  by  damage  the  plants.  ,ta  fach  a 
deftroy  thefe,  which  are  die  only  cafe;  if  the  frofty  nights  are  not 
infefts  that  moleflrthis  plant,  every  began,  it  is  proper  to  let  them, 
leaf   muft    be    carefully    fearch-  ftaifd'a>fe$r  daVs  iotrget;  when,  IF 
ed.     As  foon  -as  fuch  a  wound  is  the  feather  oe  tnofe:  moderate^ 
difcovered,  the  caufe  of  it,  who  they  wiH  recover  this   filbAkncj* 
will  be  found  near  it,  from  his  un-  again.    But  if  a  froft  unexpe&ecHjr 
fubftantial  texture,  which  I  (hall  happens  during  the  ftight,  they' 
prefently  defcribe,  may  be  eafily  TQnttft'be  cartfdljy  examined  in  the 
cruftied  :  but  the  beft  method  is  to  morning  before  the  fan  has  njpr 
pluck  it  away  by  the  horn,  and  influence   on    them*:'  tytfd   jthow 
then  crufh  it.    Without  a  couftant*  which   are  found  to  be  covered 
attention  to  thefe  noxious  infe&s>  with  ftofty  particles,  whether  the- 
a  whole  Held  of  plants  may  be  foon  roughly  ripe  or  not,  mtfft  be  cut 
deftroyed.  This  is  termed  4  worm-  up  :  for  though  they  may  not  all 
'  ing  the  tobacco ;  *  and  as  thefe  appear  to  be  arrived  at  a  ftate  iff 
worms  are Yound  moft  predominant  maturity,  yet '  they  cannot  be  far  ' 
the  latter  end  of  July,  and  the  be-  from  it,  and  will  differ  but  little 
ginning  of  Auguft,.  they  muft  be  in  goodnefs  from  thofe  that  ax* 
particularly   attendied  to  at   that  perfectly  To. 
feafon.  Having  now  given  every  irtftruc* 
As  I  have  juft  obferved,  that  it  tion  that  occurs  to  my  memory  re- 
is  impofliblc,  without  experience,  lative  to  the  culture  ef  the  plant, 
to  point,  out  the  dne  time  for  top-  I  mall  defcribe  the  worm  that  in- 
ping  the  plant,  fo  it  is  equally  as  fells  it.   It  is  of  the  homed  fpecies, 
impoffible  to  afcertain  the  time  it  and  appears  to  be  peculiar*  to  this 
will  take  to  ripen  in  this  climate,  plant;  (b  that  in  many  parts  of  Ame* 
That  can  only  be  known  by  future  rica  it  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  name 
gbfervations ;  for  as  it  is  at  prefent  of  the  Tobacco«-worm.    The  firft 
only  cultivated  in  England  as  an  time  it  is  difcemible  is  whe]n  the 
ornament  for  the  garden,  no  par-  plants  have  gained  about  half  their 
ticular  attention   has,    I  believe,  height :  it  then  appears  to  be  near/* 
been  hitherto  beftowed  on  the  pre-  ly  as  large  as  a  gnat ;  foon  after 
teryation  of  its  leaves,    Theappa*  which  it  Jengthwu  into  a  wdrm» 
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Asfoon  as  the  plants  Are  taken,  northern  .  colonies <»rf  ''America- 

down,  they  muft  once  njpre  be  laid  Jprinkle  it,  .when  .made  tip  into 

in  a  heap,  and  prefled  with  heavy  rolls  for  keeping,  with  final!  com-* 

logs  of  wood  for  about  a  week,  raon  white  wines  or:cyder,,inftead 

This  climate,  however,  may  re-  of  fait  water,  which  give*  it  am* 

quire  a  longer  time.     Whilft  they*  ipexpreffibly  fine  flavour*  .  V 
remain  in  this  (late,,  it  will  be  ne- .      By  pnrfwng  the*  roles  which- 1: 

ceflary  to  introduce  your. hand  fre-  have  endeavoured  :to  give  **  m- 

quently  into  the  heap  to  difcover  cxj&cit  terms,  asr  pdffihie,  xtountrs" 

whether  the  heat  be  not  too  in-*  gentlemen  and  landholder*  iff  gt^ 

tenfe ;  for  in  large  quantities  this  neral  will  be  ambled  to  rbifemnesV 

will  fometimes  be  the^  cafe,  and  better  tobacco  than  that  which  is* 

confiderable  damage  will  accrue  ufuaMyunpoited  Jttfo^MaryJaasb' 

from.  it.    When  .the .  be<at .  exceeds .  •  or  Virginia :  for  notwitkftandiri£t 

a  moderate  glowing  warmth,  part  there -ah*  m>t  wantingl)iMh]Jtil9try: 

of  the  weight  b/  which  they  are  lawa-ih  thofe  conntrfet  tesfeeyeiite 

compre/TeQ  muft  be  taken  away  y  the  planters  from  tending  Jtomartr 

and  the  caufe  being  removed,  the  ket  Jnytbnt  .the prindpal.kave**; 

efFed  will  ceafe.<    This.  h$  called-  yet^thoy.  fr^ueittlf,^o  fccreaieY 

'  the  fecond  or  laft,  fweating,'  slndt  their- proit,  lufierthe  'fasmts  ?tcf: 

when  compleated,  which  it  gene-i  grow,  abcL  mk  the  fmalier  fcavea* 

rally  will  be  in  about  ehettime  j*fc  of  thefe  withv  the  :0tfaers,rsriim1fci 

mentioned,    the   leaves*  may  5be  renders?  them  fhoeh  ^inftrior  lia 

(hipped  from  the  .ftaJks  for  ufo?  goodness-;.'        ■  •  y>if'.«^  A    >*t 

Many  omit  this  laft  operation,  but  c  The  ciops  that  I4bne  neata  ten 

it  takes  away  any  remaining  harfli*  believe' may  be  raifed  itf  fingiand,! 

nefs,  and  renders  the  tobacco  more  will  greatly  exceed  in  .flavour  and* 

mellow.      When  the  leaves   are  efficacy  ;*nyrthai  is  impacted  front* 

ftripped  from  the  (talks,  they  are  to  die  fodthera  colonies :  'fori  though* 

be  tied  up  in  bunches  and  kept  in  northern  climates  reonirc  fat :more\ 

a  cellar,  or  any  other  place  that  is  care  and  exa&neft  tearing  tobacco . 

damp ;  though  if  not  handled  in  to  a  propeMfcatq  of  maturity  -siuuc 

dry  weather^   but  only  during  a.  warmer  latitudes,  yet  this  tardfne&f 

rainy  feafon,  it  is  of  Ji  title  :cpnfe-  of  growth  tends  to  impregnate  die: 

quence  in  what  part  of  the  houfe  plants  with  *  greater  quantity  oft 

or  barn  they  are  laidjup.     At  this  (alts,  and  confequently  -with  that; 

period  the  tobacco  is  thoroughly,  aromatic  flavour  for  which  it  is 

cured,  and  equally-  proper  far  ma-  prized,  than  is' to  he  fis€njd  in  the> 

nufa&uring  as  that  imported  from  produce  of  hotter  climesY where  it; , 

the  colonies.     If.  it  has  been  pro*  is  brought  to  a  ftate  of  £er£tftKHV 

perly  managed,  that  raw  fiery  tafie,  front,  thdl ieed, .  in  hall  the'  time: 

fo  frequently  found  in  the  common  required  in  colder  regioniu.:*.^  :s:i: 
fale  tobacco  will  be  totally eradi-         A  pound  of  tobacco  railed. in 

cated ;  and  though  it  retains  ail  New-England  .or  Nova;-8cittfe*is 

its  ftrength,  will  be  foft  and  pleaf-  fuppofedto  con  tain'*  at  mnfeh*rea^v 

ing  in  its  flavour.    Thofe  who  are  ftrength  as  two -poinds  trom^Vir-- 

curious  in   their  tobacco   in  the  ginia ;  and  I  doubt  not  bat  that 

near 
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have  the  arts  and  conveniencies 
of  life,  than  it  can  be  with 
naked  ravages.  We  may  there- 
fore hope  in  this  undertaking 
to  be  of  fome  fervice .  to  our 
country,  as  well  as  to  thole 
poor  people,  who,  however  dif- 
tant  from  us,  are  in  truth  re- 
lated to  us,  and  whole  interefis 
do,  in  fome  degree,  concern 
every  one  who  can  fay  Horn* 
/urn,"  &c. 

Scheme  of  a  'voyage  by  fuhfeription,  to  convey  the  conveniencies  of  life,  as 
fowls,  hogs,  goats,  cattle,  corn,  iron,  &c.  to  thofe  remote  regions 
which  are  destitute  of  them,  and  to  bring  from  thence  fuch  produc- 
tions as  can  be  cultivated  in  this  kingdom  to  the  advantage  of  4b- 
ciety,  in  a  (hip  under  the  command  of  Alexander  Dalrymple. 

Catt  or  bark,  from  the  coal  trade,  of  350  tons,  eftimated  £. 

at  about  —  —  —  —  2000 

Extra  expences,  (lores,  boats,  &c.  ~  —  3000 


44 
44 

44 
€€ 
44 
4* 
4€ 
•  f 
44 
44 
4€ 


live  as  comfortably  as  our- 
(elves. 

"  It  feems  a  laudable  wifli  that 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  were 
connected  by  a  knowledge  of 
each  other,  and  a  mutual  ex- 
change of  benefits  :  but  a 
commercial  nation  particularly 
mould  wifh  for  a  general  civi- 
lization of  mankind,  fince  trade 
is  always  carried  on  fto  much 
greater  extent  with  people  who 
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To  be  manned  with  60  men  at 

4  per  man  per  month 


5000 


240 
12 


2880  per  annum 
3 


WJR£l}       **>  for  three  year, 


— •  964O 


I364O 


Cargo  included,  fuppofed 

The  expences  of  this  expedition 
are  calculated  for  three  years  ;  but 
the  greatefl  part  of  the  amount  of 
wages  will  not  be  wanted  till  the 
fhip  returns,  and  a  great  part  of 
the  ex  pence  of  provifions  will  be 
faved  by  what  is  obtained  in  the 
courfe  of  the  voyage  by  barter  or 
otherwife,  though  it  is  proper  to 

5 


.—  —  15000 

make  provifion  for  contingencies* 

ExtraB  of  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Percival* 
concerning  the  Pro*uifion  made  in 
China  againfi  Famine. 

"  I  have  fomewhere  read  that 
in  China  an  account  is  yearly  tak- 
en of  the  number  of  people,  and 

tfa* 
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the  quantities  of  provision  pro- 
duced. This  account  is  tranfmit- 
ted  te  the  Emperor,  whofe  Mini- 
iters  can,  thence  forcfee  a  Scarcity 
likely  to  happen  in  any  province. 
and  from  what  province  it  can  beft 
be  fupplied  in  good  time.  To  fa- 
cilitate the  cofie&ing  of  this  ac- 
count, and  prevent  the  neceffity 
of  entering  houfes  and  fpending 
time  in  afking  and  anfwering. 
queftions,  each  houfe  is  furni  fried 
with  a  little  board  to  be  hung 
Without  the  door,  during  a  cer- 
tain time  each  year;  on  which 
board  are  marked  certain  words* 
again  ft:  which  the  inhabitant  is  to 
mark  number  or  quantity,  fome* 
what  in  this  manner: 


Men, 
Women, 
Children, 
Rice  or  Wheat, 
Flefli,  Sec. 


All  under  16  are  accounted  chil- 
dren, and  all  above,  men  and 
women.  Any  other  particulars 
which  the  government  defires  in- 
formation of,  are  occafionaliy 
marked  on  the  fame  boards.  Thus 
the  officers  appointed  to  collect  the 
accounts  in  each  diflrid,  have  only 
to  pafs  before  the  doors,  and  enter 
into  their  book  what  they  find 
marked  on  the  board,  without 
giving  the  lead  trouble  to  the  fa- 
mily* There  is  a  penalty  on 
marking  falfely,  and  as  neigh- 
bours mull  know  nearly  the  truth 
of  each  others  account,  they  dare 
not  expofe  themfelves  by  a  falfe 
one,  to  each  others  accufation. 
Perhaps  fuch  a  regulation  is  feare'e- 
ly  practicable  with  us." 

Vol.  XXII. 


PofiHem  to  hi  Exambud. 

i.  ALL  food  or  fubfiftence'fo* 
mankind  arife  from  the  earth  or 
waters.  ' 

*.  Necefiaries  of  life  that  are 
not  foods,  and  all  other  convex 
niencies,  have  their  values  efti- 
mated  by- the  proportion  of  food 
contained  while  we  ait  employed 
in  procuring  them. 

3.  A  fmali  people  with  a  large1 
territory  may  fubuft  on  the  pro* 
du&ions  of  nature,  with  no  othe* 
labour  than  that  of  gathering  the 
vertubl*  ttd  catcU*  the  uU 
mals. 

.  4.  A  large  people  with  a  fmall 
territory  finds  thefe  inflifkcientj 
and  to  fubfift*  rivuft  labour  the 
earth,  to  make  it  produce  greatef 
quantities  of  vegetable  food"  fuit» 
able  for  the  nourimmeht  of  men, 
and  of  the  animals  they  intend  to 
cat. 

5.  From  this  labour  arifes  a 
great  increafe  of  vegetable  and  ani- 
mal food,  and  of  materials  for 
clothing,  as  flax,  wool,  fi  Ik,  &c« 
The  funerfluity  of  thefe  is  wealth. 
With  this  wealth  we  pay  for  the' 
labour  employe*!  in  building  bur 
houfes,  cities,  &ccS  which  are 
therefore  only  fubiiftence  thus  ine- 
tamorphofed. 

6.  ManufaShtres  are  only  another 
/hope  into  which  4b  much  provi* 
lions  and4  fubfiftence  are*  turned, 
as  were  equal  ai  malm  to  the  ma- 
nufactures produced.  This  ap 
pears  from  hence,  that  the  maw 
fa&uref  does  not,  in  fa$,  obtain 
from  the  employer,  for  his  labour, 
more  than  a  mere  fubli^ence,  in- 
cluding raiment,  fuel  and  (belter  j 
all  which  derive  their  value  from 
the  grovifions  oonfumed  in  procur* 
in^  them* 

I  7-  The 
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7.  The  produce  of  the  earth, 
t'ftui  converted  in:o  manufacture;, 
may  be  more  eafily  carried  to  dif- 
tant  markets  than  before  fuch  con- 
verfion. 

£.  /Vw  r*nrtirce  i«,  where  eqaal 
values  are  exchanged  for  equal, 
the  exper.ee  of  tr-i.fpo-t  included. 
Thu:,  if  it  coft  5  A  in  England  as 
much  labour  and  charge  to  raife 
a  bufhel  of  wheat,  as  it  cofts  B  in 
France  to  produce  fuur  gallons  of 
wine,  then  are  four  gallons  of 
wine  the  fair  exchange  f'»r  a  buiLe! 
of  wheat,  A  and  B  meeting  at 
half  diilance  with  their  commodi- 
ties to  make  the  exchange.  The 
advantage  of  this  fair  commerce 
is,  that  each  party  incrcafes  the 
number  of  hi;,  enjoyments,  hav- 
ing, inftead  cf  wheat  alone,  or 
wine  alone,  the  ufe  of  both  wheat 
and  wine. 

9.  Where  the  labour  and  ex- 
pn.ee  of  proJucir.;;  both  commo 
«li:i'*s  arc  known  *o  both  parties, 
bargain j  will  s» cut* .-ally  be  fair  and 
equal.  Whcitf  they  r.re  known 
to  one  fariy  r,i.!y,  bargains  will 
often  be  unequal,  knowledge  tak- 
ing its  ad  van  rage  of  ir^n:. ranee. 

10.  Thus  he  that  carries  ioco 
bufhels  of  wheat  abroad  to  fell, 
may  not  probibiy  obnit:  fo  great 
a  profit  thereon,  as  if  he  had  firft 
turned  the  who  at  into  manufac- 
ture?, by  fubfi fling  therewith  the 
workmen  while  producing  thofe 
manufactures :  finre  there  are  many 
expediting  and  facilitating  methods 
of  working,  no:  generally  known  ; 
and  il rangers  to  the  manufactures, 
though  they  know  pretty  well  the 
•■xpence  of  raifing  wheat,  are  un- 
acquainted with  thole  ft»ort  me- 
thods of  working,  and  thence  be- 
ing aj>t   to   fuppofe  more  labour 
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employed  in  the  manufactures  than 
there  really  is,  are  more  eafily  int- 
pofed  on  in  their  raise,  and  in- 
duced to  allow  more  for  them  than 
they  are  honeftly  worth. 

1 1 .  Thus  the  advantage  of  hav- 
ing manufactures   in    a    country, 
does  not  confift,  as  is  commonly 
fuppofe d,  in  their  highly  advanc- 
ing the  value  of  rough  materials, 
of  which  they  are  formed  ;  £nce, 
though  fix- pennyworth  of  flax  may 
be  worth   twenty   (hillings    when 
worked  into   lace,   yet  the   very 
caufe  cf  its   being  worth   twenty 
Shillings  is,  that,  befides  the  flax, 
it  has  coft  nineteen  millings  and 
fix  pence  in  fubfiftence  to  the  ma- 
nufacturer.     But   the    advantage 
of  manufactures    is,    that    under 
their  fhape  provifions  may  be  more 
eafiiy  carried  to  a  foreign  market; 
and    by   their   means  our  traded 
may  more  eafily  cheat  ftrangcrs. 
Few,  where  it  is  not  made,   are 
judges  of  the  value  of  lace.     The 
importer  may  demand  forty,  and 
perhaps  get  thirty  (hillings  for  (hat 
which  coft  him  but  twenty. 

12.  Finally,  there  feem  to  be 
but  three  ways  for  a  nation  to  ac- 
quire wealth.  The  firft  is  by  tear, 
as  the  Romans  did,  in  plundering 
their  conquered  neighbours.  Thu 
is  rr.hbery. — The  (econd  by  com- 
mercc,  which  is,  generally  cheating. 
— The  third  by  agriculture %  the 
only  bonefi  way;  wherein  man  re- 
ceives a  real  increafe  of  the  feed 
thrown  into  the  ground,  in  a  kind 
of  continual  miracle  wrought  by 
the  hand  of  God  in  his  favour,  as 
a  reward  for  his  innocent  life,  and 
his  virtuous  induftry. 

B.  F. 

A\m\  &*  1769. 

Specific 
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Specif  cation  of  Dr.  Higgin'/  PMnt 
for  a  new-invented  Wattr-Cimtnt 
or  Stucco. 

To   all  whom  thefe  Preftnts  JbaS 
come,  &c. 

NOW  know  ye  that  in  cote* 
pliance  with  the  faid  pre* 
vifoe,  I  the  faid  B.  H.  do  hereby 
declare  that  my  invention  of  a  wa- 
ter cement  or  ftucco,  for  building; 
repairing  and  ptaftering  wall*,  and 
for  other  purpofes,  is  clefcribed  in 
the  manner  following  (that  is  to 
fay)  drift  fand,  or  quarry  #  fand,  - 
which  confiftt  chiefly  of  hard  quar- 
tofe  flat  faced  grains  with  (harp 
angles ;  which  is  the  free  ft,  or 
may  be  mod  eafily  freed  by  warn- 
ing, from  clay,  falts,  .and  calca- 
reous, gypfeous  or  other  grains  left 
hard  and  durable  than  quartz  $ 
which  contains  the  fmalleft  quan- 
tity of  pyrites  or  heavy  metallic 
matter  infeparable  by  warning; 
and  which  luffers  the  fmalleft  di- 
minution of  its  bulk  in  warning  in  . 
the  following  manner,  is  to  be 
preferred  before  any  other.  And 
where  a  coarfe  and  a  fine  fand  of 
this  kind,  and  correfponding  in 
the  fize  of  their  grains  with  the 
coarfe  and  fine  fands  hereafter  de- 
fcribed,  cannot  be  eafily  procured, 
let  fuch  fand  of  the  foregoing 
quality  be  chofen,  as  may  be  forc- 
ed and  cleanfed  in  the  following 
manner : 


Let  the  fand  be  firWin  Attain- 
ing dear  water,  through  a  fiete 
wmch  fhail  jp*e  paffage  to  all  fuch 
grabs  as  go  not  exceed  Qne  fif- 
teenth of  an  inch  in  diameter  i 
and  let  the  ftream  of  water  and 
the  fiftirig  be  regulated  fo  that  aM 
the  fand  which  is  much  finer  than; 
thcLynn-fand^mn}onlyufed:in  the 
London  glaft-ltouiesj  together  wfttt 
clay  and  every  other  matter  fped- 
Ically  lighter  than  land)  may  be  \ 
waihed  away  with '  the  ifcreanlj 
whilft  ihe  itiirer  and  coaribf  fend; . 
which  paijes  through  the  fieve; 
fpbfides,  in  a  convenient  receptacle^ 
and'  whilft  the  coarfe  rubbffh  iit! 
(hihgle  f  remain  bn  the  fieve,  td 
be  rejected. 

Let  the  fand  which,  thus  fubfidet  ~ 
in  the  recepeacjle*  be  walked  inf 
clean  ftreamrrig'*  water,  through  # 
finer  five,  fa  as  to  be  .filmier 
cleanfed  and,  fitted  !fafp  two  gffifc 
eels;  a  coarfejy  wjuch  will .jjfo 
main  in  the  fieye  which  it  to  gtv# 
paflage  to  fuch  grains  of  (and  only. 
as  are  lefs  than  one  thirtieth  of  anv 
inch  in'  diameter,  and  which  it  td> 
be  faved  apart  under  the  name  of* 
coarfe  fand;  and  a  finer,  whichY 
will  pafs  throng^  the  fieve  and  fob* 
fide  in  the  wafcejr,.  and  which  is' to." 
be  faved  apart  un4er  the  name  o£ 
fine  fand.— Let  the  coarfe  and  that 
fine  fand  be  dsied  feparately*  eU)  ' 
ther  in  the  fun,  or  on  a  dean  iron 
plate  fet  on  a  convenient  furnace^ 
in  the  manner  of  a  land  heat  J. 


jproperly,  on  bad  authority*  /Tfcft 
of  Bungle  throughout  this  fpeciJU} 


*  This  is  commonly  Called  pit- fand. 

f  I  find  that  I  have  ufed  this  word  im] 
reader  is  requeued  to  read  rubble  infta 
cation. 

J  The  fand  ought  to  be  (tirred  up  continually  until  it  is  jlried,  and  it  then*  1& 
be  taken  off;  for  otherwife  the  evaporation  will  be  very  flow,  and  IhasaiM* 
which  lies  next  the  iron  plate,  by  being  overheated*  will  tie  diffoloMltd* 
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Let  lime  be  chofen  *  uhich  is  by  plunging  it  in   a   butt   filled 

ftone  lime,  which  heais  the  mott  with  (oft  water  and  railing  it  out 

in  flaking,  and  flakes  the  quickeit  quickly  and   differing,  it  to  heat 

when  duly  watered ;  which  is  the  and  fame,  and  by  repeating  dm 

frefheft  made  and    clofeft    kept;  plunging  and  raifin£  alternately, 

which  diftblves  in  dilHlled  vine-  and  agitating  the  lime,    until  it 

gar  with  the  leaft   efiervefcence,  be  made  to  pa fs  through  the  fine 

and  leaves  the  fmaileft  refidue  in-  into  the  water ;  and  let  tkc  part 

foluble,   and   in  this   reiidue  the  of  the  lime  which  does  not  eafily 

fmalleft  quantity  of  clay  gypfum  pafs  through  the  fieve  be  i  ejected  : 

or  martial  matter.  and  let  frefh  portions  of  the  lime  be 

Let  the  lime  chofen  according  thus  ufed,  until  as  many  $  onsets 

to  thefe  important  rules,  be  put  of  lime  have  patted  thro'  the  fieve, 

in  a  brafs- wired  fieve  to  the  quan*  as  there  are  quarts  of  water  in  the 

tity  of  fourteen  pounds.     Let  the  butt.     Let  the  water  thus  impreg- 

fieve  be  finer  than  either  of  the  anted  ftand  in  the  butt  dofeiy  co- 

fbregoing;  the  finer,  the  better  it  vered  \\  until  it  becomes   clear; 

will  dc  :  let  the  lime  be  flaked  t  and  through  wooden  $  cocks  placed 


*  The  preference  given  to  ftone  lime  is  founded  on  the  prefent  practice  in  Ae 
bur  nine  of  lime,  and  on  the  clofer  texture  of  it,  vtrich  prevents  it  from  being  Jo 
(boo  injured  by  expofsre  to  the  air,  as  the  more  i'pongy  chalk  lime  is :  not  on 
the  popular  notion  that  ftone  lime  has  fomething  in  it  whereby  it  excels  the  befi 
chalk  irt  the  cementing  properties.  The  g\*pium  contained  in  lime  ftone  re- 
mains unaltered  or  very  little  altered  in  the  iime,  after  the  burning  ;  but  it  is 
not  to  be  expecled  that  clay  or  martial  matter  fliould  be  found  in  their  native 
ftate,  in  well  burned  lime *  for  they  concrete  or  vitrify  with  a  part  of  the  cal- 
careous earthy  and  conftitute  the  bard  grains  or  lamps,  which  remain  undiT- 
folved  in  weak  acids,  or  are  feparable  from  the  flaked  lime  by  lifting  it  imme- 
diately through  a  fieve. 

f  This  method  of  impregnating  the  water  with  lime  is  not  the  only  one 
which  may  be  adopted.  It  is  however  preferred  before  others,  becauie  the  wa- 
ter clears  the  Jboner  in  confequence  of  its  being  wanned  by  the  flaking  line, 
and  the  gypieous  part  of  the  lime  does  not  difFufe  itfelf  in  the  water  lb  freely  in 
this  way,  as  it  does  when  the  lime  is  flaked  to  fine  powder  in  the  common  me- 
thod, and  is  then  blended  with  the  water ,  for  the  gypfeous  part  of  the  lime 
flakes,  at  firft,  into  grains,  rather  than  into  fine  powder,  and  will  remain  on 
the  (Uve9  after  the  pure  lime  has  parted  through,  long  enough  to  admit  of  the 
intended  reparation  ;  but  when  the  lime  is  otherwise  flaked,  the  gyp/eous  grains 
have  time  to  flake  to  a  finer  powder,  and  palling  through  the  neve,  difioive  in 
the  water  along  with  the  lime.  I  have  imagined  that  other  advantages  attended 
this  method  of  preparing  the  lime  water,  but  I  cannot  yet  fpeak  of  them  with 
precifton. 

X  If  the  water  contains  no  more  acidulous  gas  than  is  ufually  found  in  ri- 
ver or  rain  water,  a  fourth  part  of  this  quantity  of  lime,  or  leu,  will  be  fijf- 
ftcient* 

|  The  calcareous  cruft  whicli  forms  on  the  furface  of  the  water  ought  not  to 
be  broke,  for  it  aflitb  in  excluding  the  air  and  preventing  the  abforption  of  aci- 
dulous gas  whereby  the  lime  water  is  fpoiled. 

§  Buij  cocks  are  apt  to  colour  a  part  of  the  liquor* 

at 
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at  different  heights  in  the  butt,  *  which  paflTes  through  .the  ficre,  I 

let  the  clear  liquor  be  drawn  otT  call  purified  Hale. 

as  fad  *  and  as  low  as  the  lime  Let  bone~a(h   be   prepared  in 

fubfides,  for  ufe.    This  clear  li-  the  ufual    manner   by   grinding 

quor  I  call  the  cementing  liquor  f.  the  whiteft  burnt  bones,  but  let  * 

The  freer  the  water  is  from  faline  it  be  sifted  to  be  much  finer  than 

matter,  the  better  will  be  the  ce«  the  bone-afli  commonly  fold   for 

menting  liquor  made  with  it,  making  cupels. 

Let  fifty- fix  pounds  of  the  afore-  The  not  eligible  materials  for 

faid  chofen  lime  be  flaked,  by  gra-  making  my  ceaieaf  being   thus 

dually  fprinkling  on  ir,  and  eipe-  -prepared:'  take  fifty-fix  pounds  of 

daily  on  the  unflaked  pieces*  the  the  coerfe   fand    and  forty -two 

cementing    liquor,    in   a  clofe  |  pounds  of  the  fine  (and ;  mix  them 

clean  place.    Let  the  flaked  part  on  a  large  plank  of  hard  wood 

be  immediately  ||  fifted  through  the  -placed  horizontally ;  then  *  fpread 

lad  mentioned    fine   brafs  «•  wired  the  fand  fo  that  it  may  ftand  to  thf 

five :  Let  the  lime  which  pafle*  be  height  of  six  inches  with  <  a  Jet ' 

ufed  inltantly  or  kept  in  airtight  forface  on  the  plank?  wet  it  with 

veiTels,   and  let  the  part  of  the  the  cementing  liquor)  and  let  any 

lime  which  does  not  pafs  through  fuperfluOos  Quantity  of  the  liquat, 

the  ficve,   be   rejected  $.  —  This  which  the  land  Is  the-  condition 

finer   richer   part    of    the   lime  defcribtM  caMoft  retain,  flow  away 

.    *  ■ 

*  Lime  water  cannot  be  kept  many  dajra  imisngaiiedV  in  aaf  vjsdtla^hatJBre 
pot  perfectly  air-tight.  If  the  liquor  be.  drawn  off  before  kcliswt,  it  will  C46v 
tain  whiting,  which  is  injurious ;  and  if  it  be  not  inftanty  ufed,  after  it  is 
drawn  limpid  from  the  butt  into  open  veflelSi  it  will  grow  turbid  agaui,  ami, 
depofite  the  lime  changed  to  whiting  by  the  gas  abforbed  from  the  air-  The 
calcareous  matter  which  fubfides  m  the  butt,  refanbles  whiting  the  more 
nearly,  as  the  lime  has  been  more  fparingly  employed  j  in  the  contrary  circum- 
ftances,  it  approaches  to  the  nature  «f  limej  and  m  the  intermediate  state,  it  it 
fit  for  the  common  competition  of  the  plafterers  for  infide  ftucco. 

f  At  the  time  of  writing  thia  foecincation  I  preferred  this  term  before  that 
of  lime-water,  on  grounds  which  1  had  not  fufliciently  examined. 

X  The  vapour  which  arifes  in  the  flaking  of  the  lime  contributes,  greatly  to 
the  flaking  of  thefe  pieces  which  lie  in  it*  way  |  and  an  usroeeefhry  watte  of  the 
liquor  is  prevented,  by  applying  it  to  the  Ume  heaped  in  a  pit  or  in  avtfle}- 
which  may  reftrain  the  inue  of  the  vapour,  and  direct  it  throwgh  the  mafs.  *lf 
more  of  the  liquor  be  ufed  than  is  neceflary  to  flake  the  lime,  it  will  create  er* 
ror  in  weighing  the  flaked  powder,  and  will  prevent  a  part  of  it  from  paiflng 
freely  through  the  fieve.  The  liquid  is  therefore  to  be  ufed  fparingly,  ana 
the  lime  which  has  efcaped  its  action  is  to  be  fyrinkled  apart  with  Trefli  li- 
quor. 

||  When  the  aggregation  of  the  lumps  of  lime  is  thus  broken,  it  ia  isnpered 
much  fooner  than  it  is  in  the  former  ftate,  becauie  the  air  more  ntery  net  fades 
it. 

§  Bccaufe  it  confifts  of  heterogeneous  matter,  or  of  ill  burnt  lime  g  which  iaft 
will  flake  and  pafs  through  the  fieve,  if  the  lime  be  not  Jmsnediately  fifted  after 
the  flaking,  agreeable  to  the  text* 
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off  the  plank.  To  the  wetted  fand 
add  fourteen  pounds  of  the  puri- 
fied lime  in  feveral  fucceflive  por- 
tions, mixing  and  beating  them 
up  together  in  the  mean  time  with 
the  inftruments  generally  ufed  in 
snaking  fine  mortar:  tben  add 
fourteen  pounds  of  the  bone-a(h 
in  fucceflive  portions,  mixing  and 
beating  all  together.  The  quicker 
and  the  more  perfectly  thefe  ma- 
terials are  mixed  and  beaten  to- 
gether, and  the  fooner  the  cement 
thus  formed  is  ufed,  the  better  *  it 
will  be.  This  I  call  the  water  ce- 
ment coarfe  grained ,  which  is  to 
be  applied  in  building,  pointing, 
plaftering,  iluccoing,  or  other 
work,  as  mortar  and  ftucco  now 
are ;  with  this  difference  chiefly, 
that  as  this  cement  is  fhorter  than 
nor  tar  or  common  ftucco  and  dries 
fooner,  it  ought  to  be  worked 
expeditiously  in  all  cafes,  and  in 
ftuccoing  it  ought  to  be  laid  on  by 
Aiding  the  trowel  upwards  on  it ; 
that  the  materials  ufed  along  with 
this  cement  in  building,  or  the 
ground  on  which  it  is  to  be  laid 
in  ftuccoing,  ought  to  be  well 
wetted  with  the  cementing  liquor, 
in  the  inftant  of  laying  on  the  ce- 
ment; and  that  the  cementing  li- 


quor is  to  be  ufed  when  it  is  ne- 
celTary  to  moiften  the  cement,  or 
when  a  liquid  is  required  to  faci- 
litate the  floating  of  the  cement. 

When  fuch  cement  is  required  to 
be  of  a  finer  texture  ;  take  ninety- 
eight  pounds  of  the  fine  fand,  wet 
it  with  the  cementing  liquor,  and 
mix  it  with  the  purified  -lime  and 
the  bone-a(h  in  the  quantities  and 
in  the  manner  above  defcribed9 
with  this  difference  only,  that  fif- 
teen pounds  of  lime,  or  f  there- 
abouts, are  to  be  ufed  inftead  of 
fourteen  pounds,  if  -  the  greater 
part  of  tne  fand  be  as  fine  as 
Lynn  fand.  This  I  call  water  ce- 
ment fine  grained.  It  is  to  be 
ufed  in  giving  the  laft  coating  or 
the  finifli  to  any  work  intended  to 
imitate  the  finer  grained  ftones  or 
ftucco.  But  it  may  be  applied  to 
all  the  ufes  of  the  water  cement 
coarfe  grained,  and  in  the  fame 
manner. 

When  for  any  of  the  foregoing 
purpofes  of  pointing,  .building,  Wr. 
such  a  cement  is  required  much 
cheaper  and  coarfer  grained,  then, 
much  coarfer  clean  fand  than  the 
foregoing  coarfe  fand,  or  well 
wafhed  fine  J  mingle,  is  to  be  pro- 
vided.    Of  this  coarfeft   fan  a  or 


*  Thefe  proportions  are  intended  for  a  cement  made  with  (harp  fand,  for 
.  jncruftation  in  expofed  situations,  where  it  is  ncceflary  to  guard  againft  the  ef- 
fects of  hot  weather  and  rain.  In  general  half  this  quantity  of  bone-alhes  will 
be  found  fufficient ;  and  although  the  incruftation  in  this  latter  cafe  will  not 
harden  deeply  fo  foon,  it  will  be  ultimately  ftronger,  provided^hc  weather  be  fa- 
vourable. •         '         "         . 

The  injuries  which  lime  and  mortar  fuftain,  by  expo fu re  to  the  air,  before 
the  cement  is  finally  placed  in  a  quiefcent  ftate,  are  great j  and  therefore  our 
cement  is  the  worfe  for  being  long  beaten,  but  the  better  as  it  is  quickly  beat- 
en until  the  mixture  is  effected,  and  no  longer. 

f  The  quantity  of  bone-afhes  is  not  to  be  incrcafed  with  that  of  the  lime  { 
but  it  is  to  ^e  lefleaed  as  the  cxpofure  and  purpofes  of  the  work  will  ad- 
mit. 

J  Rubble, 

fliinglc 
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ihingle  *  take  fifty-fix  poundsy  of 
the  foregoing  coarfe  fand  twenty-, 
eight  pounds,  and  of  the  fine  (and 
fourteen  pounds;  and  after  mixing 
thefe  and  wetting  them  with  the 
cementing  liquor  in  the  foregoing, 
manner,  add  fourteen  pounds,  or 
fomewhat  lefs,    of  the  f  punned 
lime,  and  then  fourteen  pound*, 
or  fomewhat  lefs,  of  the  bone-am, 
mixing  them  together  in  the  man- 
ner already  defcribed.     When  my 
cement  is   required  to  be  white, 
white  fand,  white  lime,  and  the 
whiteft  bone-aih  are  to  be  chofen. 
Grey  fand  and  grey  bone-aih  form* 
ed  of  half  burnt  bones,  are  to  be 
chofen  to  make  the  cement  grey ; 
and  any  other  colour  of  the  cement 
is  obtained,  either  by  chuftng  co- 
loured fand,  or  by  the  admixture 
of  the   necefiary  quantity  of  co- 
loured talc  in  powder,  or  of  co- 
loured vitreous  or  metallic  pQwdpra, 
or  other  durable  colouring  ingre- 
dients commonly  ufed  in  paint.    ■ 
To  the  end  that  fuch  a  water 
cement  as  I  have  defcribed  may  be 
made  as  ufeful  as  it  is  poffibie  in 
all   circumftances  ;    and   that   no 
perfon  may  imagine  that  my  claim-, 
and  right  under  thefe  Letters  Pa* 


tent  may  be  eluded  by. divert- va- 
riations which  may  be  made  in  the 
fbregoing_proceJ&  without  produc- 
ing any  notable  defect  in  the  ce- 
ment ;  and  to  the  end  that  the 
principles  of  this  art  as  well  as  the 
art  itfelf  of  making  my  cement* 
may  be  gathered  from  this  {pecifi- 
cation  and  perpetuated  to  the  pub- 
lic, I  fhali  add  the  following. obn 
fervations. 

This  my  water  cement,  whether 
the  coarfe  or  £ne. grained,  isap* 
plicable  informing  artificial  Ibne, 
by  making-  alternate  layers  of  tho 
cement  and  of  flint,  Lard  ftone,  or 
brick,  in  mdulrfs  of  the  figure  oJF 
the  intended  Jjtane,  and  by  expou 
ing  tyhe  mattes  (b  formea1,  to  th* 
open (  air  to  harden.  .-::.'.- 

When  inch,  cement  is  rtqmxt^ 
for  watex  *  £noesr  two  thirds >pf 
the  prdcrjbad  .quantity  of  bpn? 
aibes  are  to,  be  pmittod _■*  and  .*p  the 
place  ther§#taa  equal  me%fwt  0/ 
powdered  .terras  is  to  be  ufe4fcaa$i 
if  the  fand  employed  be  .not  of  the 
coarfeft  fort,  m/>re.  terras  muitne 
added,  fo  that  the  terras  mail  \m 
by  weight  one  fixth  part  of  the 
weigfct  o£*he,iknd.      .  * 


\- 


*  Rubble.  #        '-.••  .  • 

t  Becaufe  lef6  lime  is  neceflary,  as  me  fand  is  coarfer.      *  ■   "f 

X  But  they  muft  not  be  expofed  to- the  rain,  until  they  awatme^'asftreitgls  ^ 
frefh  Portland  ftone ;  and  even  then  they  ought  td  .he  tottered  frttm  it>  tyr 
much  as  the  circumftances  will  admit.  Tbtfc  ftone* '  may1  tar  made  tery  h«M 
and  beautiful,  wjth  a  fmall  expetice  of  bone-am',  byfoakrfig  them,  afterrtMy 
have  dried  thoroughly  and  hardened,  in  the  liftfe^ifauot,  and  repeating  this 
procefs  twice  or  thrice,  at  diftant  intervals  of  time*  The  like  effect  we*  Acpe- 
u'enced  in  incruftations.  **nK» 

§  In  my  experiments,  mortar  made  with  terras  powder,  in  the  ufuttf  me&od*, 
does  not  appear  to  form  fo  ft  Von  g  a  cement  for  waW  fenced  4s  that  tttsktafc- 
cording  to  the  fpecifi cation,  with  coarfe  fand  j  and  I  fee'  no  moreitsfejHbr 
avoiding  the  ufe  of  fand  in  terras  ifterrar,  than  mere  would  be  fori  " 
ftone  from  the  embankment.    The  bone- a/he*  mranfiin'thts  place-are 
grey  or  black  fort.    I  am  not  yet  ftiUy  fetuneTiie*!  tsWsgsratieti  of 
this  inftance.  • / 

M 
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When  fuch  a  cement  is  required 
of  the  fineft  grain  •  or  in  a  fluid 
form,  fo  that  it  may  be  applied 
with  a  brufh,  flint  powder,  or  the 
powder  of  any   quartofe  or  hard 
earthy  fubftance  may  be  ufed  in 
the  place  of  fand,  but  in  a  quan- 
tity fmallcr  as  the  flint  or  other 
powder  is  finer ;  fo  that  the  flint 
powder  or  other  fuch  powder  (hall 
not   be  more  than  fix  times  the 
weight  of  the  lime,  nor  lefs  than 
four  times  its  weight.    The  greater 
the  quantity  of  lime  within  thefe 
limits,  the  more  will  the  cement 
be  liable  to  crack  by  quick  drying, 
and  vice  verfa. 

Where  fuch  fand  as  J  prefer  can- 
not be  conveniently  procured,  or 
where  the  fand  cannot  be  conve- 
niently warned  and  forted,  that 
fand  which  mod  refembles  the 
mixture  of  coarfe  and  fine  fand 
above  prefcribed,  may  be  ufed  as 
I  have  directed,  provided  due  at- 
tention is  paid  to  the  quantity  of 
the  lime,  which  is  to  be  the 
greater  f  as  the  fand  is  the  finer, 
and  <vice  i/er/a. 


Where  fand  cannot  be  eafily 
procured,  any  durable  (bray  body, 
or  baked  earth  grofly  powdered  | 
and  forted  nearly  to  the  fizes  above 
prefcribed  for  fand,  may  be  ufed 
in  the  place  of  fand,  meafare  for 
meafure,  but  not  weight  for 
weight,  unlefs  fuch  erofs  powder 
be  as  heavy  fpecifically  sis  fand. 

Sand  may  be  clean  fed  from  every 
fofter,  lighter,  and  lefs  durable 
matter,  and  from  that  part  of  the 
fand  which  is  too  fine,  by  various 
methods  preferable  §,  in  certain  cir- 
cumftances,  to  that  which  I  have 
defcribed. 

Water  may  be  found  naturally 
free  from  fixable  gas,  felenite  or 
clay  :  fuch  water  may,  without 
any  notable  inconvenience,  be  ufed 
in  the  place  of  the  cementing  li- 
quor ;  and  water  approaching  this 
ftate  will  not  require  fo  much  limp 
as  I  have  ordered,  to  make  the  ce- 
menting liquor;  and  a  cementing 
liquor  fufficiently  ufeful  may  te 
made  by  various  methods  of  mix- 
ing lime  and  water  in  the  defcrib* 
ed  proportions,  or  nearly  (b, ' 


*  The  qualities  and  ufes  of  fuoh  fine  calcareous  cement  are  recommended 
chiefly  for  the  purpofe  of  fmopthing  and  finishing  the  ftronger  cruftaceout 
works,  or  for  warning  walls  to  a  lively  and  uniform  colour.  For  this  laft  in- 
tention, the  mixture  rauft  be  as  thin  as  new  cream,  and  laid  on  bri fitly  with  a 
brum,  in  dry  weather}  and  a  thick  and  durable  coat  is  to  be  made  by  repeated 
warning,  but  is  not  to  be  attempted  by  ufing  a  thicker  liquor;  for  the  coat 
made  with  this  laft  is  apt  to  fcale,  whilft  the  former  endyrcs  the  weather  much 
longer  than  any  pther  thin  calcareous  covering  that  bas  heen  applied  in  this 
way.  Fine  yellow  pchre  is  the  cheapeft  colouring  ingredient  for  fuch  a  wain, 
when  it  is  required  to  imitate  $ath  ftone,  or  the  warm-white  ftones. 

f  If  lea  fand  be  well  wafted  in  freih  water,  it  is  as  good  as  any  other  rouqd 
fand. 

J  The  cement  made  with  thefe  and  the  proper  quantities  of  purified  lime 
and  lime-water,  are  inferior  to  the  beft,  as  the  grains  of  thefe  Bowders  are  more 
perimabje  and  brittle  than  thofe  of  fand.  They  will  not  therefore  be  employed, 
unlefs  for  the  fake  of  evafion,  or  for  want  of  fand ;  in  this  latter  cafe,  tne  finer 
powder  ought  to  be  waihed  away. 

4  This  and  the  next  paragraph  is  inferted  with  a  view  to  evafions,  as  well  as 
to  luggeft  the  eafier  and  cheaper  methods  which  may  be  adopted  in  certain,  cir- 
cumftances,  by  artifts  who  understand  the  principles  which  I  have  endeavoured 
to  teach, 

Whea 


/ 


USEFUL-PROJECTS.       m 

When  ftone  lime  cannot  be  pro-  the.  cjnantity  0f  Hme  to  bfe  leffened, 
cured,  chalk  lime  or  fhell  lime  and  in  thofe  wherein  the  cement  is 
which  beft  refembles  ftone  lime,  not  liable  to  dry  qntckfy*.  Ami 
in  the  chara&ers  above  written  of  the  ait  of  remedying  the  iefcA* 
lime,  may  be  ufed  in  the  manner  of  lime  may  be  advantagecmfly 
defcribed,  except  that  fourteen  pra&ifed  to  fupply  the  deficiency 
pounds  and  a  half  of  chalk  lime  of  bone-a{h,  eipcaallv  in  building 
will  be  required  in  the  place  of  and  in  making  artificial  tone  with 
fourteen  pounds  of  ftone  lime,  this  cement.  ' 
The  proportion  of  lime  which  I  .  N.  B.  For  infide  work,  the  ad* 
have  preferred  above  may  be  in*  mixture  of  hair  with  this  cement 
creafed     without    inconvenience,    it  ufeful. 

when  the  cement  or  ftucco  is  to  be        In  witnefs  whereof  I  the  (aid 
applied  where  it  is  not  liable  to  dry  8.  H.  Jfcc*  ,•■■■->■ 

quickly;  and  in  the  contrary  cir-  .  '      v 

cumftance  this  proportion  may  be  The  excellence  of  my  cement 
diminilhed  ;  and  the  dtfe&  of  depends,  firfti,  on  the  figure,  Jute 
lime  in  quantity  or  quality  may  be  and  parity  of  the  fand ;,  fecondly, 
very  advantageoufly  fupphed  *,  by  on  the  purity  of  the  lime,  obtain* 
caufing  a  confiderable  quantity  of  ed  in  the  choke  of  lime-ftene*  audi 
the  cementing  liquor  to  foak  into  in  the  perfed  homing,  and  fecnrcd 
the  work,  in  iuccefiive  portions  and  in  the  preformation  of  it  from  air, 
at  diflant  intervals  of  time,  fo  that  in  my  method  of  flaking,  ^andin 
the  calcareous  matter  of  the  ce-  the  Reparation  of  hettiogeocone 
menting  liquor,  and  the  matter  at-  parti  ;  \  .thirdly,  on  the  eft  of 
traded  from  the  open  air,  may  fill  ftrong  and  pore  lime  water  in  the 
and  flrengthen  the  work.  place  of  common  water;  fourthly, 

The  powder  of  aim  oft  every  on  the  proportion  of  fands,  lime 
well-dried  or  burnt  animal  fub-  water,  and  lime ;  fifthly,  on  the 
fiance  may  be  ufed  inftead  of  bone-  manner  of  mixing  them  j  fixthly, 
afh ;  and  feveral  earthy  powders,  on  the  knowledge  of  ingredients 
efpecially  the  micaceous  and  the  and  circumftances  which  are  injo- 
metallic  ;  and  the  elixated  afhes  rious  or  ufeful ;  feventhly,  on  the 
of  divers  vegetables  whofe  earth  ufe  of  bone-afhes  of  determinate 
will  not  burn  to  lime  ;  and  the  fize ;  eighthly,  on  the  art  of  fuit- 
afhes  of  mineral  fuel,  which  are  of  ing  fome  of  thefe  to  the  feveral 
the  calcareous  kind,  but  will  not  purpofes  ;  and  finally,  on  to  many 
burn  to  lime;  will  an  fwer  the  ends  other  particulars,  as  render  it  very 
of  bone- afh  in  fome  degree.  difficult  to  give  a  more  candid  fpe- 

The  quantity  of  bone-am  de-  cification,  m  the  ufual  CDmpafs, 
fcribed  may  be  lefTened  without  than  this  which  I  have  enrolled, 
injuring  the  cement,  in  thofe  cir-  or  to  guard  otherwifc  againft  evsw 
cumftances  efpecially  which  admit    fions,  than  by  anticipating  tftem. 

*  This  pra&ice  is  noticed,  as  the  remedy  which  may  be  ufed  for  the  defects 
arifing  from  evafive  meafures,  and  as  ,the  method  of  giving  fpongy  incruftations 
containing  bone-ames  the  greatcu;  degree  of  hardncis, 


^» 
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0»  f«r  Vi 


1/ Jarx'Li'Fu. 


D3.    Vfarr,    a*  *=!Jl*-.:  G*-- 
au£  p  i-riitta,  ti;  pa  si^-jed . 

crAe,  uc  -At  cv.i-sed  fca  ex- 


».-•-  a  ax/.:i!«  'jf  raej  :  ;:  s:ii= 

-  *  ■ 

'f  ,v*  mcth.vi  cf  preparing  :ht 
A'rjer.'Cfjfc*  it  ai  ffelowi  ; 

i  ***  Kar.d  and  Hpe  accr?, 
p*e!  'Ax  :n*  fee"!  or  htflt,  divide 
in*  k+'r*  f.  dnr  Them  gradual]?*, 
ar.-:  -;*■■.  *'-«i?  '*i*:n  in  aclc-evef- 
f*:  v  -  .  >'  -,  <""-y.r%  them  corn- 
fc-.a  <v  ^-.-r  r.?;  ir»  doing  of  which, 
efp?c:a«  c*re  .ruA  i>e  taken  chat 
tr*^7  b*  boc  borr.:  or  roamed  too 
fikocb,  bo:h  which  ~cu!d  be  h  un- 
fa!. 

Take  of  thefe  roafted  acorn* 
(^onnd  like  oth'rr  coffee)  half  an 
rurice  ^v*ry  morning  and  even  in  jr, 
i'jf.e  or  rr.ixcd  with  a  drachm  of 


acotTf.  fee  :"rr>.  have,  br 
Cera  1  a*  wel.  zj  lie  a 


rpen  as  a  g— ** 


rilr  ;  yet  he  i§  of 
br  the  heat  of  the  fee 
their  aibisgsiirqaaSity,  aad 
hare  co  mere  that  effeA  chaa 


The  aathor  forbears  all 
of  inTefhgation,  and  con  seats 
felf  Jo!?;*  with  the    relatJoa 
cafes,  which  he  emxaserases 
brrrir7  icd  without 
Mmv  cf  the  C2fcs  which  ac< 
paoieo  thif  account  refpect 
whofe  conplaicrs  aro*e  from 
Ofdcrz  peculiar  to  their  lex. 


ANTIQUITIES. 


*- 


t    r*3    y.  •:■'-. '■'  + 


4-    — 
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A  N  T  I  QUI  TIES. 


■  •  i  ■        ■• 


».  » 


the  red  colour  of  the    ing :their  p ajftge  obfltaded  by  tfato 
hat  it   was   originally    ruobi(h    of   tkeir   tifei'-dMftneffj 


J  Deferiptfon  of  the  Alhambra,  «r  the  outward  utclefitroof  the  At* 
/War*  0/  /it*  tyoorifli  Kings  ef  ham  bra.  YoQ  then-  oorttinae  *> 
Granada.  afcend  by  a  Veryifteep  avenue  4f 

elms,  which  Jbon  fttceeaieVCD  it 

THIS  ancient  fortrefc,  and  wood,  imeWeded  in  iMny  diree* 
refidence  of  the  Mahometan  tions  by  wild;  negleded  wallse* 
monarchs  of  Granada,  derives  its  where  ftreams  of  clear  water,  ^fiifoV 
name  from 
materials    that 

built  with,    Alhambra  fignifving    fpread  over  the  whole  road.     A 
a  red  houfe.    Moft  of  the  love-    large  foOAtaift  tfdof**  the  prat  for* 
reigns  took  a  delight  in  adding    near  the  Jtop  of  the  iull.-  Tim 
new  buildings  to  the  old  towers,    water,   diverted'  from  its  kpropeT 
now  called  Torres  de  la  campana,  or    conduits,  has  been  fotfered  to  rtfn 
in   em  belli (hing  what  had    been    at  random   for  fuch  a  length  of 
joined  by  their  predeceflbrs.    The    -time,  that  it  has  deftroyed  moft  of 
pleafantnefs  of  the  fituation,  and    the  fcalpture  and  embeHiAimentg; 
purity  of  its  air,  induced  theEm<-     which  were  in  «' very  good  tafte* 
peror  Charles  the  Fifth  to  begin  a    Here  you  turn-  wort  to  the  left, 
magnificent  edifice  on  the  rums  of    and  come  under  the  walls  of  die 
the  offices  of  the  old  palace,  and    inner  inclofure. "  Its'  appearance  Is 
it  is  thought,  he  intended  to  fix    that  of  an  old 'town,  exhibiting  m 
his  chief  abode  here ;  but  his  vo-     long-range  of  high  battlemented 
latile  temper,  continual  wars,  and    walls,  interrupted  at  regular  dift 
fiequent    abfences    from     Spain,    tances  by  large  lofty  rquare  towers'* 
made  him  give  up  all  thoughts  of    Thefe  have  one  or  two  arched 
Granada,  long  before  he  had  fi-    windows  near  the  tdpy  and  a  pre* 
nifhed  the  plan.  -  It  (lands  between    cipicate  Mope  from  The  bottom  into 
the  rivers,   on   a  very  high  hill,     a  dry  ditch.     The  wfoole  is  bojfc 
that  projeds  into  the  plain,  and    wich  round  irregular  pebbles,  mw- 
overlooks  all  the  city  :  the  road  up    ed  with  cement  and  gravel.  'Some 
to  it  is  through  a  narrow  (treet,     parts  are  covered  and  Smoothed 
called  Calk  de  Us  Gomeles,  from  a    over  with  a  thick  coat  of  plaifter  * 
great  family   among   the   Moors,    in  other  places,  mortar  has-  bee* 
This  brings  you  through  a  maflive    laid  in  between  the  fames,  leaving 
gate,  built  by  the  Emperor,  into    asmuchof  them  uncovered  as  came 

to 
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to  the  level  ;   then  the  trowel  has 
been  carefuilv  drawn  round,  form- 
ing  about   them    triangles,    half- 
moons,    &c.       Jult    before    ycu, 
(lands   the   prefenc   principal    en- 
trance  into   the   caltle,   a    fquare 
tower  bnilt  by  the  king  Jufaf  Abu- 
hagiagi,  in  134.8,  as  an  inscription 
informs    us:    from   its   being  the 
place  where  juftice  was  fummarily 
adminiftered,  it  was  ftyled  the  Gate 
of  Judgment.      You  pafs  through 
it   under  feveral  srehes  (each  of 
which  is  more  than  a  full  fe  mi  cir- 
cle, reft  ing  upon  a  fmall  import, 
the  ends  of  the  bow  being  brought 
towards  each  ether  in  the  form  of 
a   horfefnoe.)      On  the  key- Hone 
of  the  outward  arch,  is  fculptured 
the  figure  of  an  arm,  the  fymbol 
of  flrength  and  dominion:  on  that 
of  the  next  arch  is  a  key  embof- 
fed,    the   armorial   enfign  of  the 
Andaluiian  Moors.    Above  it,  the 
wall  of  this  partition   is   covered 
with  a  beautiful  blue  and  gold  mo- 
faic,  in  the  middle  of  which  they 
bave  placed  an  image  of  the  Vir- 
gin Mary.     As  this  is  not  a  gate 
ever  ufed  for  carriages,  the  paitage 
winds  through  feveral  turns,  full 
of  images,  indulgences,  and  altars, 
before  you  get  through,  out  into  a 
narrow  ftreet,   between  a  row  of 
lhabby  barracks  on  the  right,  and 
on  the  left  the  cattle  wall,  fuppoled 
to  be  built  by  the  Phoenicians.     I 
examined  the  work  very  narrowly, 
and  found  it  con  filled  of  a  layer  of 
cement  one  or  two  inches  thick, 
upon   which   is  placed  flatwife  a 
llone  of  the  fame  thicknefs,  chif- 
ielled  on  the  face  into  a  kind  of  a 
chequered  defign.     This  is  the  re- 
gular method  employed  from  top 
to  bottom.     This  lane  ends  in  the 
great  fquare,  or  Plaza  de  los  Algi- 
%ss    l'e  named  from  the  ancient 


cillerns,  that  undermine  it  from 
end  to  end,  and  are  conftantly  fed 
by  a  fupply  of  running  water.  The 
profpect  from  the  parapet- wall  is 
wonderfully  grand,  over  the  vale 
of  Dauro,  the  Albaycin,  and  down 
the  Vega.  On  the  very  brow  of 
the  hill,  hanging  over  the  city, 
itands  the  towers  of  the  bell,  a 
groupe  of  high  fquare  buildings, 
which  now  ferve  for  prifbns.  Be- 
low them,  on  the  fouth-fide,  on  a 
flip  of  terrace,  is  the  governor's 
garden,  a  very  pleafant  walk,  full 
of  fine  orange  and  cyprefs  trees, 
and  myrtle  hedges,  but  quite  aban- 
doned. The  view  it  commands  is 
incomparable.  Two  large  vafes 
enamelled  with  gold  and  azure  fo- 
liages and  characters  are  the  only 
ornaments  left :  thefe  were  taken 
out  of  the  vaults  under  the  royal 
apartments.  On  the  right  hand  of 
the  Plaza  de  los  Algibes,isafolitary 
gateway,  formerly  the  entrance 
into  fome  of  the  outward  quad- 
rangles thrown  down  by  Charles 
the  Fifth,  to  make  room  for  his 
fuperb  palace,  which  ftands  facing 
the  Torres  de  la  campana.  This 
edifice  is  a  perfect  fquare  of  two 
hundred  Spanilh  feet ;  it  has  two 
orders  of  pilafters,  Doric  and  Io- 
nic, upon  a  rnftic  bafe.  The 
whole  meafures  fixty-two  feet  from 
the  top  of  the  upper  entablement 
to  the  ground.  Three  of  the  fronts 
are  free  from  all  other  buildings  ; 
the  fourth  (that  to  the  north)  is 
joined  and  connected  with  the  an- 
cient palace  of  the  Moorifh  kings. 
It  was  never  finifhed,  which  is 
much  to  be  regretted  by  all  lovers 
of  the  fine  arts,  for  there  are  few 
edifices  more  deferving  of  their  ad- 
miration. The  architect  was  A* 
lonzo  Verruguete,  a  native  of  Pa- 
redes  de  Navasj  near  Valladolid. 

In 
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In  this  work  he  has  difcovered  a 
mod  tranfcendent  genius,  grandeur 
of  ilyle,  and  elegance  andchaftity 
of  defign.    How  different  from  all 
that  has  been  done  for  a  century 
pad  in  this  kingdom !     The  doors 
are  defigned  in  a  great  manner  $ 
the  baft-reliefs,  figures,  feftoons, 
medallions,  &c.   are  of  excellent 
invention  and  execution ;  the  or- 
naments of  the  cornices,  windows, 
and  capitals,   are   delicate,    and 
fuitable  to  the  general  effect.    On 
the  pedeftals  of  the  columns,  that 
fupport   the  entablement  of  the 
great  door,    are  reliefs  on  dark 
marble,  that  for  polifh  might  pafs 
for  bronze  at  a  little  diftance ;  the 
Doric  door  in  the  fouth  fide,  called 
£1  Zanguenete,  pleafed  me  great- 
ly, as  there  is  (omething  nmply 
elegant  in  the  taile,  and  new  in  the 
ornamental  part ;  the  pediment  is 
filled  with  a  fcroll  thrown  with 
great  eafe,  on  which  is  infcribed 
P la/outre t  the  motto  of  the  Empe- 
ror,  which  he  never  failed  intro- 
ducing into  every  public  work  he 
undercook.     You   come,  through 
an  oblong  veftibule,  into  the  court 
which  forms  the  center  of  the  pa* 
lace.     It  is  an  exact  circje,  of  one, 
hundred   and  forty-four  feet  dia- 
meter, round  which  runs  a  Doric 
colonnade,  or  portico,  of  thirty- 
two  col  u 'nns,  fupporting  an  upper 
pallery  of  an  equal  number  of  pil- 
lars,   of  the  Ionic  order.    They 
arc  all  of  them  of  one  entire  block 
of  rcddifli  marble*    The  portico  is 
nineteen  feet  wide,  and  ferves  as  a 
communication  with  the  iUir-cafe, 
and     the     intended     apartments, 
which  arc  difpofed  round  the  court 
in  various  forms  and  proportions. 
The  roof  of  the  gallery  li  crum- 
bling away  very  faft,  and  many  of 
the  columns  arc  much  damaged* ' 


The  apartments  never  had  any 
other  covering  than  the  fey  j  and 
nothing  but  the  matchless  tem- 
perature of  the  climate  could 
have  faved  this  beautiful  work  ft) 
many  years  from  total  ruin.  The 
magnificence,  the  unity  of  tM| 
whole  pile,  but,  above  all,  the  ele- 
gance of  the  circular  court,  quite 
transported  me  with  pleafore,  e* 
the  firft  view,  and  I  have  ever 
fine*  found  my  admiration  incrtaA 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  my 

Adjoining  (to  the  north)  ftandt 
a  huge  heap  Of  as  ugly  buildingt 
as  can  welt  be  feen,  all  huddled 
together;,  feemingly  without  the 
leaft  intention  of  forming***  habi- 
tation out  of  them.  The  walls 
are  entirely  unornamented,  all  gra- 
vel and  pebbles,  daubed  over  with 
plaifter  by  a  very  coarfe  hand  %  yet 
this  is  the  palace  of  the  Mooriflt 
kings  of  Granada,  fadifputabry 
the  moft  curious  place  within,  that 
exifts  in  Spain,  perhaps  in  Europe*. 
In  many  countries,  you  may  fee 
excellent  modern  as  well  as  ancient 
architecture,'  both  entire  and  in 
ruins ;  but  nothing  to  be  met  with 
any  where  elfe  can  convey  an  idea 
of  this  edifice,  except  you  take  it 
from  the  decorations  of  an  opera, 
or  the  tales  of  the  Genii*  1  there* 
fore  look  upon  it  to  ftand  alone  in 
ita  kind,  and  confequentry  think  no 
excufe  necefiary,  previous  to  my 
catering  upon  the  dry  detail  I  in* 
tend  giving  you  of  it* 

Paling  round  the  comer  of  the 
Emperor's  palace,  you  are  admit* 
ted  at  a  plain  unornamented  door 
in  a  corner.  Oa  my  firft  viflr,  I 
confefs,  I  was  (truck  with  aniaae- 
ment,  as  I  fiept  over  the  thre(hold» 
to  find  myfelf  on  a  fudden  tranf- 
ported  into  a  ipedes  of  fairy-land* 

The 
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The  firft  place  you  come  to,  is  the 
court  called  the  c$mmtuui,  or  del  me- 
/war,  that  is,  the  common  baths:  an 
oblong  (quire,  with  a  deep  bafon 
of  clear  water  in  the  middle  ;  two 
flights  of  marble  fteps  leading  down 
to  the  bottom  ;  on  each  fide  a  par- 
terre  of  flowers,  and  a  row  of 
orange -trees.  Round  the  court 
runs  a  peryilile  paved  with  marble ; 
the  arches  bear  upon  very  flight 
pillars,  in  proportions  and  tfyle 
different  from  all  the  regular  or. 
ders  of  architecture.  The  ceilings 
and  walls  are  incruftated  with  fret- 
work in  ftucco,  fo  minute  and  in- 
tricate,  that  the  moil  patient 
draught  (man  would  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  follow  it,  unlefs  he  m2de 
himfelf  mailer  of  the  general  plan. 
This  would  facilitate  the  operation 
exceedingly,  for  all  this  work  is 
frequently  and  regularly  repeated 
at  certain  dillances,  and  has  been 
executed  by  means  of  fquare 
moulds  applied  fucceffivelv,  and 
the  parts  joined  together  with  the 
utmoft  nicety.  In  every  diviiion 
are  Arabic  Sentences  of  different 
lengths,  mod  of  them  expreffive  of 
the  following  meanings,  "  There 
"  is  no  conqueror  but  God  ;"  or, 
"  Obedience  and  honour  to  our 
"  LordAbouabdallah."  The  cei- 
lings are  gilt  or  painted,  and  time 
has  caufed  no  diminution  in  the 
freflinefs  of  their  colours,  though 
con  flan  tly  expofed  to  the  air.  The 
lower  part  of  the  walls  is  mofaic, 
difpofed  in  fantaftic  knots  and  M- 
toons.  A  work  fo  new  to  me,  fo 
exquisitely  finifhed,  and  fo  diffe- 
rent from  all  I  had  ever  feen,  af- 
forded me  the  moft  agreeable  fen- 
fations,  which,  I  afTure  you,  re- 
doubled every  ftep  I  took  in  this 
magic  ground.  The  porches  at 
the  ends  are  more  like  grotto- work, 


than  any  thing  elfe  I  can  compare 
them  to.  That  on  the  right  band 
opens  into  an  oftagon  vault,  under 
the  Emperor's  palace,  and  forms  a 
perfect  whifpering-gallery,  meant 
to  be  a  communication  between  the 
offices  of  both  houfes. 

Oppofne  to  the  door  of  the  com- 
muna  through  which  yon  enter,  it 
another,   leading  into  the  Qwmrf 
de  let  Itanis ,  or  apartment  of  the 
lions,  which  is  an  oblong  court, 
one  hundred  feet  in  length,  and 
fifty  in  breadth,  environed  wjtli  a 
colonade  feven  feet  broad  oa  the 
fides,  and  ten  at  the  end.     Two 
porticos  or  cabinets,  about  fifteen 
feet  fquare,  project  into  the  court 
at    the    two    extremities.       The 
fquare  is  paved  with  coloured  tiles; 
the  colonade  with  white  marble. 
The  walls  are  covered  five  feet  np 
from  the  ground  with  blue   and 
yellow  tiles,  difpofed  chequerwife. 
Above  and  below  is  a  border  of 
final  1  cfcutchcons,  enamelled  bine 
and  gold,   with  an  Arabic  motto 
on  abend,  fignifying,  "  No  con* 
"  queror  but  God."     The  co- 
lumns that  fupport  the  roof  and 
gallery  are  of  white  marble,  very 
ender,  and  fantaftically  adorned. 
They  are  nine  feet  high,  including 
bafe  and  capital,  and  eight  inches 
and  a  half  diameter.     They  are 
very  irregularly  placed,  fometimes 
fingly,  at  others  in  groups  of  three, 
but  more  frequently  two  together* 
The  width  of  the  horfe-fhoe  arches 
above  them  is  four  feet  two  inches 
for  the  large  ones,  and  three  for 
the  fmaller.     The  ceiling  of  the 
portico  is  finifhed  *in  a  much  finer 
and  more    complicated    manner, 
than  that  of  the  communa,  and  the 
ftucco  laid  on  the  walls  with  ini- 
mitable delicacy  ;  in  the  ceiling  it 
'  is  fo  artfully  frofted  and  handled. 


A  N  T  I  QTJI  TIE'S.:: 
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as*  to  exceed  belief.    The  capital* 
are  of  various  deficits,  though  each 
defign  is  repeated  feveral  tunes  in 
the  circumference  of  the  court, 
but  not  the  leaft  attention  has  been 
paid  to  placing  them  regularly  of 
oppofice  to  each  other.     You  will 
form  a  much  clearer  idea  of  their 
ftyle,  as  well  as  difpofitions,  frem 
the  drawings,  than  from  the  moft 
elaborate  defcription  I  can  pen;' 
Not  the  fmalleft  representation  of 
animal  life  can  be  difcovered  a- 
midft    the    varieties    of  foliages, 
grotefques,  and  ftrange  ornaments. 
About  each  arch  is  a  large  {quart 
of  arabefques,  furrounded  with  a 
rim  of  characters,  that  are  gene- 
rally quotations  from  the  Koran. 
Over  the  pillars  is  another  fqcrare 
of  delightful  fillagree  work.  Higher 
up  is  a  wooden  rim,  or  kind  of 
cornice,   as  much   enriched-  with 
carving  as  the  ftucco  that  covers 
the  part  underneath.     Over  this 
proje&s  a  roof  of  red  tiles,   the 
only    thing    that    disfigures    this 
beautiful  fquare.     This  ugly  co- 
vering is  moderd,  put  on  by  order 
of  Mr-  Wall,  the  late  prime  mi- 
nifter,  who  a  few  years  ago  gave 
the  Alhambra  a  .thorough  repair. 
In  Moorifh  times  the  building  was 
covered  with   large  painted  and 
glazed  tiles,  of  which   fome  few 
are  Hill  to  be  feen.     In  the  center 
of  the  court  are  twelve  ill-made 
lions    muzzled,     their    fore-parts 
fmooth,    their  hind-parts  rough, 
which  bear  upon  their  backs  an 
enormous  bafon,  out  of  which  a 
lefler  rifes.     While  the  pipes  were 
kept  in  good  order,  a  great-  vo- 
lume of  water  was  thrown  up,  that, 
falling  down  into  the  bafons,  paf- 


fed  .through  the  bcafla,  an^  uTue4 
oat  of  their  mottths  into**,  largo 
refervoir,  where  it  commanicsjteli 
by  channels  with  the  jofedfama  ia 
the  apartments*  Thiadfbontaisvfa 
of  White  marble*  emtoilifbed  wit* 
many  feftocas,  and  J^rahktdtiKha* 
thus tranflated :    -      -i.::  *:- 


<-  •# 


"  Seeft  thon  not  how  th*  watt* 
"  flows  eopioaiv  l*e*hen**%H: 
"  Thisrefemble»*ieatwa£n# 
€€  over  ks mores,  %hr«itenipgfliijH 
'*  wreck  to  the -mariner^  \..  .  ., 
-  "•  This  water  rana*baa4antly/ 
"  to  sire  drink  to  the  Beast?  .  uJ 
«  Terrible  as  the  lion  ia  otm 
king  in  gift-day  of  battle*'?^..': 
*<  The  Mite  gives  glory  to  the 
king,  and-  theiofty  maitatata* 
proclaim  it."  •-% 

"  This  garden  is  fertile  i|  den 
lights  ;  God  Jakes .  :mm-  that 
"  Tfo  noxioo*  aaimal  mall  ap* 
*f  proachit*"  ■  .■•.■"' .-,.  .  •  -.j 
".  The  fair  naafltfa  that  walk* 
"  in  this  garden,  covered  with  * 
"  pearls,  augments  its  beauty  fi> 
«*  much,  that  thou  may'hV  doubt 
"  whether  it  be  a  fountain  that  , 
'*  flows,  or  the  tear*  of  her  ad- 


€f 


,**« 


C< 


mirers 


#  » 


Pafling  along  the  cabnade,  and 
keeping  on  the  footh  fida*  yon 
come  to  a  circular  room  ufed  by  thf 
men  as  a  .place  for  drinking  coffee 
and  sorbets  in.  A  fountain  in  the 
middle  refreflied  the  apartment  ia 
fommer.  The  form  of  this  haU j 
the  deeance.  of  its  cupola,  the 
cheaifnl  difbibtttion  of  light  from 
above,  and*  the  -  exquihee  man* 
ner  in  which  the  ftneco  is  de- 
figaed,  painted,  and  finiwed,  ex- 
ceed all  my  powers  of  defcription* 
Every  thing  m  it  infpsjort  the  aw 


■  »  ■ 

*  This  paffage  is  very  obfeure  in  the  Latin  trannation*    I  have  endeavoured 
ts  make  fomctlung  of  it,  but  it  ftiU  remains  a  forced  conceit*  .  \  -. 

pteafing 


^ 
j 
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pleafin£,  voluptuous  ideas  :  yet  in 
this    fweet    retreat   they    pretend 
that  Abouabdoalah  affembled  the 
Abencerrages,    and    caufed   their 
heads  to  be  ftruck  off  into   the 
fountain.     Our  guide,  with  a  look 
expreffive of  implicit  faith,  pointed 
out  to  us  the  (tains  of  their  blood 
in  the  white  marble  flabs  ;  which 
is  nothing  more  than  the  reddira 
marks  of  iron-water  in  the  quarry, 
or  perhaps  the  effect  of  being  long 
cxpofed  to  the  air;      Continuing 
your  walk  round,    you  are   next 
brought  to  a  couple  of  rooms  at 
the  head  of  the  court,  which  are 
fuppofed  to  have  been  tribunals, 
or   audience -chambers.     In    the 
ceiling  are  three  hiftorical  paint- 
ings, executed  with  much  ftrength, 
but  great  ftiffnels  in  the  figures 
and  countenances.     One  of  them 
kerns  to  be  a  cavalcade ;  the  other 
the  entrance  of  fome  princefs  ;  and 
the  third  a  divan.     When   thefe 
were  pain  ted  >  and  what  thev  are 
meant  to  reprefent,   I  could  not 
make  out  \  but  our  Cicerone  natu- 
rally adapted  them  to  the  hiftory 
of  the  Sultana  and  her  four  Chrif- 
tian  knights.     If  they  are  repre- 
fentations  of  that  doubtful  ftory, 
they  mull  have  been  painted  in  the 
Emperor's  time,  or  a  little  before, 
for  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  A- 
bouabdoulah  would  wifli  to  perpe- 
tuate the  memory  of  a  tranfa&ion 
in  which  he  bore  fo  very  weak  and 
difhonourable  a   part.      And  be- 
tides, the  anathema  denounced  by 
the  Koran  again  ft  all  reprefenta- 
tions  of  living  creatures*  renders 
it   next  to   ifnpoflible   that   thefe 
pieces  fhould  have  exifted  previous 
to  the  conqueft.     The  lions  of  the 
great  fountain  may  be  brought  as 
an  argument  agamft  my  laft  rea- 
fon ;  and  indeed  they  flicw  that 


the  Granadine  princes,  as  well  a# 
fome  of  the  oriental  caliphs,  who 
put  their  own  effigy  on  their  coins 
ventured  now  and  then  to  place 
themfelvcs  above  the  letter  of  thef 
law.  fie  this  as  it  will,  if  the  an- 
tiquity of  thefe  pictures  can  be 
proved  to  go  as  far  back  as  the 
reign  of  Ferdinand,  or  at  leal  the 
beginning  of  that  of  Charles/ 
which  I  take  to  be  no  very  difficult 
matter  to  make  out,  I  fhoald  have 
much  greater  lefped  for  the  au- 
thority of  Giles  Feres  than  many 
think  him  entitled  to.  It  can 
fcarce  be  fuppofed  that  the  events 
of  the  reign  of  Abonabdoulah 
could  be  (o. totally  forgotten  4b 
foon  after,  that  a  painter  mould 
dare  to  invent  a  trial  and  combat, 
at  which  many  ftill  living  in  Gra- 
nada might  have  affiiled  as  fpeda- 
tors. 

Oppofite  to  the  Smia  de  Us  Abtu- 
cerrages  is  the  entrance  into  the 
Torre  de  las  dos  bermrnnas,  or  the 
tower  of  the  two  fillers,  fo  named 
from  two  very  beautiful  pieces  o 
marble  laid  as  flags  in  the  pave- 
ment. This  gate  exceeds  all  the 
reft  in  profufion  of  ornaments  and 
in  beauty  of  prdfpeft*  which  it  af- 
fords through  a  range  of,  apart- 
ments, where  a  multitude  of  arches 
terminate  in  a  large  window  open 
to  the  country.  In  a  gleam  of 
funftiine,  the  variety  of  tints -and 
lights  thrown  upon  this  enfilade 
are  uncommonly  rich*  I  employ- 
ed much  time  in  making  an  exalt 
drawing  of  it  from  the  fountain, 
and  hope  it  will  help  vou  to  com- 
prehend what  I  am  labouring  to 
explain  by  my  narrative.  The 
firft  hall  is  the  concert-room,  where 
the  women  fate;  the  muficians 
played  above  in  four  balconies.  In 
the  middle  is 'a  jet  d'eau.     The 

garble 
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marble  pavement  I  take  »  be  equal  pies,  or  at  leaft  imitations,  Or*  thdleV 

to  the  smeft  exifting,  for  the  fuse  HithdJoggiein  AeVaticam  They 

of  the  flags,  and  evenncfs  of  the  have  bectt  Aatnefolfy  abtifcd  by 

colour.     The  two  fitters,  which*  &le  faibblws ;;  what  trains  ffiewe 

give  name  to  the  room,  are  ilabd  dtem  to  have  been  the-  wcvk  of 

that  meafure  fifteen  feet  by  fevOtf  *We  artiftV    From  hence  you  go 

and  a  half,  without  flaw  or  ftaini  thVdugh  A  long  putage  to  thermal? 

The  walls,  up-  to  a  certain  height,  erfambe^Wett*  which  if  nUfnUV 

are  mofaic*  and  above  are  drvidedl  ecntly  decorated  wfch  imrtmeYabfo 

into  very  neat  compartnW*»  of  vlrieaeo  of  mafakt*  and  tifojftbt- 

ftucco,  all  of  one  dcfign,  whiofc  if>  fee  ot  all  tlte  ktaj£  of  Gratatfdfe 
alfo  followed  in  many  of  the  id-  *  Thi*    Itatg   narrow   arieidttittber1 

jacenc  halls  and  galleries*    The  opens  into  the  rassanfeftrmtkVletf 

ceiling  is  a  fretted  cove*    To  £*-  katid*  «HeV  on  &£  right  into  the 


ferve  this  vaulted  *oof*  an  well  a* 
fome  of  the  other  principal  cupo- 
las, the  outward  walls  of  the" 
towers  areraifed  teft  feet  above  thtf 
top  of  the  dome,  and  fupport  ano- 
ther roof  over  all,  by  which  means 
no  damage  can  ever  be  caofed*  by 
wet  weather,  or  exceffive  heat  and 
cold.      From  this  hall  yon  pefi 


mat  aodfetoce^hall  in  the  tower  rf 
8«eter*va;  ntibl^apartitoeitt,  thirty* 
fix  'ftet  Gjua**,  tiwty.fi*  Mj0f  tja 
to  Aft  cornice,  and  eiriite^irfroA 
thence  to  the  -renter  of  the  c«i 
The  walJf  ofr  three  fides  atfdtj 
feet  thick/  On  tfcedtber  trine y 

mwer  mff  or  vrsnHOMPvr eninosjsft 
feet  Ugh.    The  wloteheH  is  is* 


round  the  little  myrtle^garden  of  latt  witfc  mmfe  6f study  cofrttlft 
Lindaraxa,  into  an  additional  dftboflsd  Ik'  fatttea*  JbnOts)Atf^ 
building  made  to  the  eaft  end  by  and  other  figufe**  In  every  ptkt 
Charles  V,  The  rooms  are  (mall  ore  repeated  certain!  Arabic  mow 
and  low :  his  dear  motto,  Plus 
tutre,  appears  on  every  beam'. 
This  leads  to  a  little  tower,  pro. 
jetting  from  the  line'of  the  north 
wall,  called  El  focathr,  or  the  drefc 
(ing-room  of  the  fultana*  It  is  a 
fmall  fquare  cabinet,  in  the  middle 
of  an  open  gallery,  from  which  it 
receives  light  by  a  door  and  three 
windows.  The  look-out  charming. 
In  one  corner  is  a  large  marble 
flag,  drilled  full  of  holes,  through 
which  the  fmoke  of  perfgmes  af* 
cended  from  furnaces  below  \  and 
here,  it  is  prefumed,  the  Moorifh 
queen  was  wont  to  fit  to  fumigate 
and  fweeten  her  perfon.  The  em- 
peror caufed  this  little  pretty  room 
to  be  painted  with  reprefen rations 
of  his  wars,  and  a  great  variety  of 


tt 
€€ 
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fence**  the  principal  of  which  arte 

the  following* 
"  The  counfet  pt  Cod  and  m 

99  fpeedy  increaft*  and  give  joy  ttr 

9 •  true  believers *»    * "         . 
"  Pr*ttfctoGc4,^dtosdsvice'* 
gerent  Nanar,  who  gave  thfn 
empire,  ,aod  to  our  ktn£  Abotf* 
abd^plahi  to  whom  be  peace* 
elevation*  end  glory." 
N*  B.  Nejfiar  n  an  appellate 
of  eminence*  and  fiippbllw 
to  mean  the  famous  Emit* 
tnoumelift  Jacob  Ahflanfratt 
••  There  is  no  God  but  God." 
"  Valour,  fucctft,  atxUnratkrtl 

9t  to  our  kbf  Abttltafclulgh*  tfajg 
of  the  Moot;  God  guide  hoe 
fate  and  elevate  hie  power  \n 
"Praifc  be  to  God*  ftr  I  «h> 


grotefques,  which  appear  to  be co-    "  ltvett  thit  dwelling  of  princes 
Vol.XXIL  *  -      1*iMk 
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with  my  beauty,  and  with  my 
crown.  I  ltrike  firm  root;  I 
have  fountain*  of  pure  ft  water, 
and  handfomc  apartments  ;  my 
inhabitants  are  lords  of  mighiy 
puiflance.  May  God,  who 
guide:  hi-  people,  proteft  me, 


it 


it 
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ter,  and  the  ftores  with  vapour?* 
The  troughs  are  formed  of  large 
flab*  of  white  marble ;  the  walls 
are  beautified  with  party-coloured 
earthen  ware  ;  light  is  admitted 
by  holes  in  the  coved  ceiliog. 
Hard  by  is  a  whifpering-gal- ' 
for  I  attend  to  the  faying*  of  lery,  and  a  kind  of  labyrinth, 
the  holy  !  I  am  thus  adorned  faid  to  have  been  made  for  the 
by  the  hard  and  liberality  of  diverfion  of  the  women  and  chil- 
Abulhaghagh,  who  is  a  bright    dren. 

One  of  the  paflages  of  comma* 
nication  is  fenced  off  with  a  ftrong 
iron  grate,  and  called  the  prifim* 
of  the  fultana  ;  but  it  (eems  more 
probable  that  it  was   pot  op  to 


moon  that  cafts  forth,  his  light 
"  over  the  face  of  heaven." 

Thefe  inferiptions,  and  many 
others  difperfed  over  the  palace, 
prove  that  there  is  vtry  little  of  it 


remaining  that  is  not  the  work  of    prevent  any  body  from  climbing  Dp 
Abulhaghagh,  or  of  Abouabdou-     into  the  women's  quarter. 

Under  the  council -room  it  a 
long  flip,  called  the  king's  ftody  ; 
and  adjoining  to  it  are  fcveral 
vaults,  faid  to  be  the  place  of  bu- 
rial of  the  royal  family.  In  die 
year  1574,  f°ur  fepulchres  were 
opened  ;  but,  as  they  contained 
nothing  but  bones  and  alhes,  were 
in: mediately  clofed  again. 

1  ih&il  finifh  this  defcription  of 
the  A  Ih am  bra,  by  obferving  how 
admirably  every  thing  was  planned 
an  J  calculated  for  rendering  this 
palace  the  mod  voluptuous  of  all 
retirements ;   what  plentiful  fop- 
plies  of  water  were  brought  to  re- 
frcih  it  in  the  hot  months  of  fum- 
mer  ;  what  a   free  circulation  of 
air  was  contrived,   by  the  judici- 
ous difpolition  of  doors  and  win- 
dows ;  what  fhady  gardens  of  aro- 
matic  trees  ;    what   noble   views 
over  the  beautiful  hills  and  fertile 
plains !     No  wonder  the    Moors 
regretted    Granada  ;    no  wonder 
they  Ail  I  offer  up  prayers  to  God 
every  Friday  for  the  recovery  of 
this  city,  which  they  eileem  a  ter- 
reflrial  paradife. 


lah. 

\ laving  thus  completed  the  tour 
of  the  upper  apartments,  which  are 
upon  a  level  with  the  offices  of  the 
new  palace,    you  defcend  to  the 
lower  floor,  which  con  filled  of  bed- 
chambers and  fu m me r- rooms :  the 
back- flair j  and  paflages  that  faci- 
litated    the    intercourfc    between 
them,  are  wiihouc  number.     The 
moil  remarkable  room  below  \$  the 
king't,  bedchamber,    which  com- 
mu.iica'.ed,  by  means  of  a  gallery, 
with  the  upper  ilery.     The  beds 
were  placed  111  two  alcoves,  upon 
a  raifed    pavement   of   blue  and 
white  tiici ;  but  as  it  has  been  re- 
paired  by  Philip    V.  who   patted 
fame  time  here,  I  cannot* fay  how 
it  may  have  been  in  former  times. 
A  fountain  played  in  the  middle, 
to  refrcfb   the    apartment   in   hot 
weather.     Behind  the  alcoves  arc 
fmall  doors,  that  conduit  you  to 
the  royal  baths.     Thefe  con  fid  in 
one  (mail  clofct  with  marble  cif- 
tcrns    for  waftring   children,    two 
rooms  for  grown-up  pcrfons,  and 
vaults    for   boilers   and    furnaces, 
til**  fuppiicd  the  baths  with  wa- 
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A  N  T  I  Q^U  I  T  I  E  S. 

Of  the  Cathedral  Church  of Burgos, 
and  of  the  Origin  of  Gothic  Ar- 
chitecture.    From  the  fame* 


THE  cathedral  is  one  of  the 
mod  magnificent  ftructures 


manner  of  that  ftyle  which  hat 
ufualiy  been  called  Gothic ;  of  late* 
this  appellation  is  exploded,  and 
that  of  Arahk  fubftitnted  for  \U 
I  confefs,  I  fee  fome  reafon  to 
doubt  of  the  propriety  of  this  ic- 


of  the  Gothic  kind,  now  exifling  cond  epithet.    In  the  buildings  t 

in  Europe ;  but  although  it  rifes  have  had  opportunities  of  exarr.ia- 

very  high,  and  is  feen  at  a  great  ing  in  Spain  and  in  Sicily,  which 

diftance,  its  iituation  in  a  hole  cut  are  undoubtedly  Saracenic,  I  hate 

out  of  the  fide  of  the  hill,  is  a  never  been,  able  to  difcover  an/ 


great  difadvantage  to  its  general 
effect.  Its  form  is  exactly  the  fame 
as  that  of  York-minfter,  which  I 
look  upon  to  be  the  criterion  aa* 
cording  to  which  the  beauties  or 
defects  of  every  gothic  church  are 
to  be  eftimated.  At  the  weft'ern 
or  principal  front  are  two  fteeples 
ending  in  fpires,  and  on  the  cen- 
ter of  the  edifice  rifes  a  large  fquare 
tower,*  adorned  with  eight  pinna- 
cles ;  on  one  fide  of  the  eaft  end 
is  a  lower  octagon  building,  with 
eight  pyramids,  which  correfpond 
exactly  to  the  Chapter-houie  at 
York.     We  were  ftruck  with  the 


thing  like  an  original  defign,  from 
which  the  Gothic  ornaments  might 
be  fuppofed  to  be  copied.  The 
arches  afed  in  our  old  cathedrals 
are  pointed}  thofe  of  the  Sara- 
cens are  Almoftfemi- circular*  when- 
ever they  are  not  turned  in  the 
form  of  an  horfe-ihoe.  The 
churches  of  our  ancestors  moot  up  • 
into  fpires,  towers,  pinnacles  ana. 
filligree  work,  and  no  fuchr  thing 
as  a  cupola  feema  ever  to  have, 
been  attempted  |  the  mofqucs  anil 
other- buildings  of  the,  Arabians, 
are  rounded  into  domes  and  co- 
ved roofs,  with  now  and  then  a- 


refemblance  between  thefe  build- '  flender  fquare  minaret  terminating 

ings ;  both  were  embelliftied  with  in  a  ball  or  pine-apple ;  the  Ara- 

a   profufion   of  flat  lies ;    mod    of  bic  walls  fhine  with  painted  tiles, 

thofe  at  York  were  deftroyed  in  mofaics,  and  ftucco,  none  of  Which 

the  fir  ft  emotions  of  iconoclaftic  ever  appear  in  /  our  ancient  edi- 

zeal :  thofe  of  Burgos  are  ftill  in  ficesj  the  pillars  in  the  latter,  are 

full  potiefiion  of  the  homages  of  generally  grouped  many  together, 

the  country,  and  confequently  en-  and  from  a  very  fmall  member  of 


tire;  feveral  of  them  are  much 
more  delicate  thatf  one  would  ex- 
pect, coniidering  the  age  they 
were  fculptured  in.  Santiago,  the 
patron  of  this  cathedral,  ftands 
very  confpicuous  on  his  war-horfe 
among  the  needles  of  the  main 
fteeple ;  and  the  Virgin  Mary  is 
feated  in  folemn  (late  over  the 
great  window  of  the  weft  porch. 
The  foliage- work,  arches,  pillars, 
and  battlements,  are  executed  in 


an  entablature  fprings  one  or  two 
arches  V  in  the  former,  the  co- 
lumns ftand  fingle,  and  if  placed 
more  than  one  together  to  fupport ' 
fome  heavy  part,  they  never  touch, 
or  as  it  were  grow  into  each  other} 
there  is  always 'a  thick  architrave 
at  leaft  to  fupport  the  arch,  and 
commonly  an  upright  piece  of 
wall  to  refill  the  lateral  preiTure. 
Whenever  it  happens,  as  in  the 
great  divifions  of  the  mofque  at 


the   moll  elaborate  and  finifhed    Cordova,    that   four   pillars    are 

K  a       *  joined 
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joined  together,  it  is  by  means  of 
a  fquare  will  or  pier,  at  the  four 
angles  of  which  are  placed  the  co- 
lumns, perfectly  feparated  and  dif- 
tinct.     In  all  the  varieties  of  ca- 
pitals I  have  taken  drawings  of, 
I    never    found    one  exactly    the 
fame  in  defjgn  or  proportions,  as 
our  Gothic  ones  in   the  churches 
of  England,  or  in  thole  of  France, 
at  lea  ft:  fuch  as  I  have  examined ; 
viz.  Saint  Denis,  Amiens,  Ronen, 
Bordeaux,  Tours,  and  others.  The 
CJjriilian  Ilructures  are  extremely 
lofty,  and    full  of  long  windows 
with   painted   glafs ;    the  porches 
and  doors  are  deep  recefles,  with 
feveral  arches  one  within  another, 
crowded  with  little  faints  and  an- 
gels.    Now  every  thing  is  differ- 
ent in  the  mofque  of   Cordova, 
the  only  one  I  have  ever  feen,  but 
which  I  think  may  be  fairly  deem- 
ed a  proper  fa m  pie  of  Arabian  fa- 
cred   architecture,    to  eftablifh   a 
judgment  upon  ;  whether  we  con- 
sider its  antiquity,  being  built  be- 
fore the   ninth  century  ;  its  pre- 
fent  ilate,  which,  fome  parts  ex- 
cepted, ib  exactly  as  it  was  a  thou- 
sand   years    ago  ;    or    laitly    the 
princely  hands  that  raifed  it.     It 
Was  erected  by  Abdoulrahman  the 
firft,   probably   upon   the   defigns, 
and  under   the  inipe&ion   of  the 
ableft  architects  of  the  age,  and 
according  to  the  method  of  diftri- 
bution    obferved    in    holy  edifices 
built  in  Arabia  and  Egypt.   Here, 
and  I  have  reafon  to  think  it  is  fo 
in  moil,  if  not  all,  mofques,  the 
elevation    of  the  roof  is   trifling, 
not   a    feventeenth    part    of   the 
length  of  the  iles ;  there  are   no 
windows  of  any   fize,  and   what 
there  are,  are  covered  with  fili- 
gree-work in  done,  fo  as  never  to 
admit  any  great -quantity  of  light, 


which  was  received- from  fky-Iigfit* 
and  cupolas,  and  from  the  occa~ 
fional  opening  of  the  doors:  the 
finking  back  of  the  arches  over 
the  gates  is  fcarce  perceptible,  as 
they  are  almoft  of  an  equal  pro- 
jection with  the  wall  of  the  build- 
ing. From  all  thefe  differential 
marks,  I  am  inclined  to  fufpeft 
that  our  old  ftructures  have  been 
new-named,  and  Mahometan] fed 
without  fufficient  proof  of  their 
Arabic  origin.  At  the  fame  time 
I  acknowledge  it  is  difficult  to  find 
them  a.  more  fatisfactory  and  ge- 
nuine pedigree. 

The  beft  age  of  that  ftyle  of 
conftruction  began  in  England  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  third,  for 
till  then  we  built  in  the  clumfy 
manner  called  Saxon,  deftitute  of 
every  recommendation  bat  folidi- ' 
ty  ;  the  new  tafte  came  in  all  pro- 
bability from  France,  introduced 
by  fome  Proven 9a Is  that  followed 
the  Queen.  If  you  fuppofe  it  im- 
ported into  that  kingdom  by 
thofe  that  returned  from  the  cru- 
fadoes,  we  muft  of  courfe  let  ic 
down  as  an  eaftern  invention.  - 
The  queftion  is,  what  part  of  the 
eaft  it  came  from,  and  whether 
it  was  the  fame  as  that  employed 
by  the  Arabians.  If  there  were 
clear  proofs  of  its  being  a  branch 
of  the  Arabic  architecture,  it 
would  (till  appear  extraordinary, 
that  its  very  fir  it  introduction  into 
Christendom  fhoald  be  attended 
with  fo  great  a  variation  from 
the  models  it  was  meant  to  imitate  ; 
and  that  any  prince  or  learned 
prieft  that  thought  it  worthy  of 
being  employed  in  his  country, 
mould  immediately  fet  about  new 
fafhioning  it  in  all  its  points.  We 
may,  if  we  pleafe  to  indulge  our 
fancy,  fay  that  fome  fublime  ge- 

fiiut 


A  N.TIQ^UJf  1  El  ijg 

M  Daiaes  Barriagton.  In  # 
L$tt$r  to  the  HmtmerMe  Mr.  J*f* 
tjct  Blackftone.  > 


Dear  Sir, 


nius   ftarted  oat  from  tha  dufly 

gloom  of  a  monadic  library,  alto1-. 

ed  and  improved  upon  the  hmt« 

he    found  in    books  of  Arabian 

architecture,  fubllitutcd  bold  anA 

aitoniihing  ideas  of  bis  own ;  found 

bifhops,  princes,  and  abbots,  wit     _  __ 

ling  to  adopt  them;    and    built    period  when  thofe  ufefuTmeafurera 

churches  in  a  ftyle  entirely  new,  •  of,  time  called  docks  were  firfc 

and  apparently  original.    We  may    made,  I  fend  yon  the  refult  of  "my 


AS  I  know 'you  are  somewhat 
iatereftefl  with  regard  to  th? 


fuppofe  him  to  ha?e  formed  a 
fchool  of  other  monks,  the  only 
architects  of  thofe  ages  among  the 
Christians ;  and  that  these  pupils 
gradually  new  modelled  the  pre- 
cepts of  their  matter,  and  reduc- 
ed his  method  to  certain  roles; 
which  afterwards  ferved  as 


inquiries  on  that  head,  after  hav- 
ing confuted  moft  of  thofe  tresv 
tiles  which  might  he  fuppofedtp 
furniih  material  information.  m  . 
Earlier  inftances  might  be  pro* 
dnced  from  these  authorities  ojf 
Horclogia  in  different  ptrtfpf  E^ 
rope;  but  this  word  agnifying  in 
through  all  the  fantaftic  mazes  of  thofe  centuries  eS*hlM  well  9f 
ourecclefiaftHcal  architecture.  Some  clock*,  nodding  decifive  can  he  in> 
perfons  have  fufpe&ed  it  to  have  ferred  from  fuck  term,  unless  fpoifi 
been  the  manner  praftifed  by  the  other  ckcumftances,  or  exprelionv 
eaftern  Chriftians,  and  not  adopted  it  can  be  ftesfn  to  relate  to  a  clocjt 
by  the  Arabs;  who  might  dMBain  father  than  adssjl* 
to  have  any  thing  fimtlar  in  their  Daattf  feems  to  be  the  firft  ao> 
places  of  worfhip,  with  thofe  of  a    tfw  who  hath  introduced  the  mesv> 


conquered  people.  Others  have 
been  of  opinion,  that  it  comes 
originally  from  Perfia,  or  further 
caft ;  and  fome  again  maintain  it 
to  be  an*  European  invention,  or 
at  lead  a  barbarous  mode  of 
building  brought  by  fome  great 
genius  to  the  elegant  perfection 
we  behold  in  our  cathedrals.  The 
argument  would  require  a  great 
number  of  comparifons,  confron- 
tations, and  combinations,  to  find 
out  the  connection  between  the 
two  manners:  fuch  a  difquifition 
belongs  more  properly  to  a  trea- 
tife  than  to  a  letter,  of  which  it 


tfon  of  an  orologio,  which  Jlrmd 
/*V  hot?  (and  confcqnently  can- 
not be  a  dial),  in  the  following 
lines: 

«  Indi  cone  horologio  one  ne  tbitml, 
«  Bid  hors  chr  hi  spoil  d'ldk)  furge, 
*  Amattiuar  lo  fpofo,  pcrche  rtnnY*    ■ 

Dante.  Paradiib,  C.  *. 

Now  Dante  was  hem  in  1265, 
and  died  in  1321,  aged  57;  there- 
fore ftriking  clocks  could  not  have 
been  very'  uncommon  in  Italy,  at 
the  latter  end  of  the  13  th  cen- 
tary,  or  the  very  beginning  of 
the  14th. 

But  the  afe  of  clocks  was  not 


has  already  engroffed  too  large  a    confined  to  Italy  at  this  period; 
inare.  £or  wc  a|U|  ^^  q/  fafe  #&$$  i^ 

.  England  predfelv  abort  the  ihsae 

time,  who  rtanijhed  the  famous 

dock-honfe  near  Weimiafter*haB, 

with  a  dock  to  be  heard  by  tin 

K  j      *  cowtt 


Obfer<vation$   on   the  earlieft  Intel* 
4*Q'm  of  Clock ;  hj  tht  Htmnr* 
6 
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courts  of  law,  out  of  a  fine  im- 
pofcd  on  the  Chief  Jufticc  of  the 
King's  Beach  in  the  i6ch  year  of 
Edward  I,  or  A.  D.   1288*. 

You  have  in  your  Commenta- 
ries f  obferved,  that  this  puniih- 
meht  of  Rudulphus  de  Hcngham 
is  fu ft  taken  notice  of  in  the  Year 
Book  %  during  the  reign  of  Rich- 
ard HI,  where  indeed  no  mention 
is  made  of  a  clock's  being  thus 
paid  for  ;  but  if  the  circum fiances 
ftated  in  the  report  of  this  are  con- 
fide red,  it  was  highly  unneccflary, 
and  perhaps  improper,  to  have  al- 
luded to  this  application  of  the 
Chief  Juftice's  fine. 

It  appears  by  the  Year  Book, 
that  Richard  III.  had  clofeted  the 
Judges  in  the  Inner  Star  Chamber, 
to  take  their  opinions  upon  three 
points  of  law ;  the  fecond  of  which 
was,  *s  whether  a  Jufticc  of  the 
Peace,  who  had  in  rolled  an  in- 
dictment which  had  been  ne- 
gatived by  the  Grand  Jury, 
amongft  the  true  bills,  might  be 
punifhed  for  this  abufe  of  his 
office." 

On  this  queftion  a  diverlity  of 
opinion  arifes  among  ft  the  judges, 
fome  of  which  fuppofe,  that  a 
rnagiflrate  cannot  be  profecuted 
for  what  he  may  have  done  ; 
whilft  others  contend,  that  he  may, 
and  cite  the  cafe  of  Hengham, 
who  was  fined  800  marks  for  mak- 
ing an  alteration  in  a  record,  by 
which  a  poor  defendant  was  only 
to  pay  6s t  Sd.  inftead  of  1  y*  4^. 
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Thus  far  the  anfwer  of  die 
judges  to  the  queftion  propofed 
was  ftri&ly  proper;  bnt  the  ap- 
plication of  the  fine  to  the  build- 
ing a  clock-houfe  ||  was  not  the 
lead  material ;  befides  that  it  was 
probably  a  mod  notorious  fa  A  to 
every  ftudent  upon  his  firft  attend- 
ing WeiVminfter-haU,  as  we  find 
Judge  Southcote  fo  much  later,  in 
the  early  part  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth's re:gn,  not  only  mentioning 
the  tradition,  but  that  the  clock 
ftiil  continued  there,  which  had 
been  fu  mimed  out  of  the  Chief 
Juftice's  fine  §.  Sir  Edward  Coke 
likewife  adds,  that  the  800  marks 
were  actually  entered  upon  the 
roll  I,  fo  that  it  is  highly  proba- 
ble he  had  himfelf  teen  the  re- 
cord. 

On  the  fide  of  New  Palace-yard 
which  is  oppofite  to  WeftminAer* 
hall,  and  in  the  fecond  pediment 
of  the  new  buildings  from  the 
Thames,  on  the  exaft  fpot,  ac* 
cording  to  Strype,  where  the  clock* 
houfe  flood,  a  dial  is  inferted  with 
this  remarkable  .motto  upon  it, 
"  Di/citejuftitiam  Monti?9  which 
feems  molt  clearly  to  relate  to  the 
fine  impofed  on  Radulphns  de 
Hengham,  being;  applied  to  the 
paying  for  a  clock. 

Mr.  Norris,  Secretary  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries,  hath  been 
likewife  fo  obliging  as  to  refer  me 
to  the  following  inftance  of  a ' 
very  ancient  clock  in  the  fame  cen- 
tury; 


*  Sec  Sejden  in  his  Pref,  to  Hengham,  -f  Vol.  Ill,  p.  40$, 

J  Mich.  4.  Ric.  3. 

||  We  find  that  this  clock  was  confidered  during  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  to  be 
of  fuch  confequence,  that  the  King  gave  the  keeping  of  it,  with  the  appiine* 
nances,  to  William  Warby,  Dean  ot  St.  Stephen's,  together  with,  the  pay  pf 
£</.  per  diem,  to  be  received  at  the  Exchequer. 

§  3  Inft.  p.  7*«  +  *  JP&  p*  *55t 
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ANTIQUITIES.  t# 

Anno  1292,   Novum  Orolo-  in  the  collection  of  J5ir  Afhton 
gjurn  Magnum  in  Ecclefia  (fc.  Lever,  and  Mr.  Ingham  ForiUiy 
Cantoarienfi)  pretium  30/."  which  were  confiderably  fmaller.' 
I  mall  now  produce  a  proof,  that        As  I  mean  to.  deduce  the  jpro- 
not  only  clocks  but  watches  were  grefs  of  the  art  of  clock-making 
made  in  the  beginning  of  the  14th  in  a  regular  chronological  feries, 
century.  the  next  mention  I  find  6t  Roro* 
Seven  or  eight  years  ago,  fome  hgia,  is  in  Rimer's  Feeder*,  whcVe 
labourers  were  employed*  at  Bruce  there  is  a  protection  of  Edwaft    , 
Caftle   in   Fifefhire,    where    they  the  TJiird.  A.  D.  1368,,  torthrft 
found  a  watch,  together  with  fome  Dutchmen,    who  were   Qrhgtri. 
coin;  both  of  which  they  difpofed  The  title  of  this  prote&iotf  iip 
of  to  a  fhopkeeper  of  St.  Andrews,  "  De  Horologiorum  ArtifidoW 
who  fent  the  watch  to  his  brother  €t  ercendo/'  Mr.  B.  remarks  opoii 
in  London,  con  fide  ring  it  as  acv»  the  ^following  lines  of  Chancer  4t 
rious  piece  of  antiquity  *:  -  Thfe  when  he  fpeaks  of  a  cock's  crow- 
outer  cafe  is  6f  filver,  raifed,  in,  iog,  *       *  r '"  * 
rather  a  handfome  pattern,  over       FBn^r.k««^™K.«M^»?«w.i«l 
*  ground  of  blue  enamel;  and!  JiJXiTS^ 
think  I  can  diftwgurih  .a  cypher                  ■■     ' .       \      *■     ^*7  '  '* 
of  R.  B.  at  each  corner  of  the  cw-  that:  in  the  14th,  centary,  -  ekd 
chafed  work.-    On  the  dial-plate  was  often -applied  to  -a  kti,  to&ida . 
is  written,  Rcbertu*  B.  Rtx  &tju  was  rang -ati  certain  periods,  ^disv  . 
ranaw,    and  over  it  is  a   convek  termined  by  th^  heur-glafs  or  fun- 
tranfparent  horn,    inftead  of  die  dial:  bet' that  the  *kby  whjgejt 


glafles  which  we  ufe  at  preient*        (or  clock)   could  not  have  bee* 

Now  Robertus  B.  Rex  Scotto-  uncommon  when  Chaucer  wrotie 
rum  can  be  no  ocher  King  of  Scot-  theie  lines; 
land  than  Robert  Bruce,  who  be-  I  now  pafs  on  to  a. famous  aftto* 
gan  his  reign  in  1305-,  and  died  nomical  clock,  made  by  one  of 
in  1328;  for  the  Chriftian  jiamc  our  countrymen  in  the  reign,  of 
of  Baliol  who  fucceeded  him  was  Richard  the  Second,  the  account 
Edward;  nor  can  Robertus  B.  be  of  which  I  have  extracted  from 
applied     to    any     later    Scottifh    Lei  and.  # 

King.  Richard  of  Walingford  was  fon 

This  very  lingular  watch  is  not  of  a  Gnith,  whojtved  at  that  tawiL 
of  a  larger  fize  than  thofe  which  and  who,  from  his  learning  and 
are  now  in  common  ufe ;  at  which  ingenuity,  became  abbot  of  St. 
I  was  much  furprifed,  till  I  had  Alban's,  Leiand  proceeds,  f*  CQJftl 
feen  feveral  of  the  16th  century     "  jam  per  amplas  licobat  fortunai* 

* 

*  It  is  now  in  his  Majefty's  pofFeflion. 

f  Chaucer  was  burn  A.  D.  1318,  and  died  in  1400. 

J  To  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  clocks  were  often  called' orologet  j 

"  He'll  watch  the  horologe- a  doubbjkt,  •    . . .     .  ml    .  , 

"If  drink  rock  not  his  cradle." 

.        Othfilo,  aaii.ib,  3. 

*  * 

The  clock  of  Wells  cathedral  is  alfo  to  thfs  day  called  the  hmhge* 

K  4        '  tduk 
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**  voluit  illuliri  aliquo  ope  re,  noa 
44  modo  ingenii,  vcrum  etiam  eru- 
€t  ditionis,  ac  artii  excellencis, 
*'  miraculum  oftendere.  Ergo  ta- 
49  lem  borokgii  fabricam  magno 
•*  I  a  bore,  raajore  fumptu,  arte  vero 
"  maxima,  compegit,  qualem  non 
"  habet  coca  Europa  med  opinion, 
04  fecundum,  Jive  quis  curium  fo- 
*'  lis  ac  lunae,  feu  fixa  idem  no- 

0  tec,  five  icerum  maris  incre- 
•*  mental  dtcrementa*." 

Richard  of  Walingford  alfo  wrote 
|l  txeatife  on  this  clock,  "  Ne 
4t  tarn  iniignis  machina  vilefceret 
4<  errore  monachorum,  aat  incog- 
*r  nito  ftru&'urx  ordine,  filefce- 
44  ret." 

From  what  hath  been  above 
Hated  it  appears,  that  this  agro- 
nomical clock  continued  to  go  in 
Iceland's  time,  who  was  born  at 
the  latter  end  of  Henry  the  Se* 
vench's  reign,  and  who  fpeaks  of 
*  tradition,  thac  this  famous  piece 
of  mechanifm  was  called  Jlbhn  by 
the  inventor, 

Having  now  produced  in  (lances 
of  fever  a  I  clocks  and  even  a 
watch,  which  were  made  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  tne  14th  century, 
as  alfo    having    endeavoured    to 

? trove  that  they  were  not  excetfive- 
y  uncommon  even  in  the   13th, 
it  may   be  thought  neceflary  that 

1  fhould  account  for  their  not  be- 
ing tnoic  generally  ufed  during 
thefc  periods,  as,  in  their  prefent 
Hate  at  leaft,  they  are  fo  very  con- 
venient. For  this,  it  fhould  feem, 
that  m?.ny  rea  Tons  may  be  afiigned. 

Jn  the  infancy  of  this  new  piece 
of  mechanifm,  they  were  proba- 
bly of  a  very  imperfedt  contrac- 
tion, perhaps  never  went  tolera- 


bly, and  were  foon  deranged, 
whiHt  there  was  no  one  within  a 
reafonable  diftance  to  pat  them  in 
order. 

We  find,  therefore,  that  Henry 
the  Sixth  of  England,  and  Charles 
the  Fifth  of  France,  appointed 
clock- mailers,  with  a  ftipend,  to 
keep  the  Weftminfter  and  Paris 
clocks  in  order. 

It  need  fcarcely  be  obferved  alio, 
that  as  the  artiits  were  lb  Jew, 
their  work  muft  have  been  charged 
accordingly,  and  that  Kings  only 
could  be  the  parchafers  of  what 
was  rather  an  expensive  toy,  than 
of  any  confiderable  ufe,  Andk 
may  perhaps  be  faid,  that  they 
continued  in  a  great  meafure  to  be 
no  better  than  toys  till  the  middle 
of  the  17th  century. 

Add  to  this,  that  in  the  13^ 
and  14th  centuries,  there  was  so 
little  commerce,  intercourse,  or 
(bciety,  that  an  hour-glafs,  or  Ac 
fun,  was  very  fumcient  for  the 
common  parpofes,  which  are  aow 
more  accurately  fettled  by  clocks 
of  modern  conftru&ion.  Dials  and 
hour-glaffea  likewise  wanted  j»p 
mending. 

Having  now  finished  what  hack 
occurred  to  me  with  regard  to  the 
firit  introduction  of  clocks,  I  mall 
conclude  by  a  few  particulars, 
which  I  have  been  enabled  to  pick 
up,  in  relation  to  thole  more  port* 
able  meafurers  of  time,  called 
watches,  the  earlieU  of  which -(ex* 
cept  that  of  Robert  Bruce  King  of 
Scotland)  feems  to  be  one  in 
Sir  Afhton  Lever's  moft  valua-r 
ble  mufeum,  the  date  upon  which 

is  1541 1* 

Derham 


*  Leland  de  Script.  Brit. 

f  The  oldeft  clock  we  have  in  England  that  is  fuppofed  to  go  tolerably, 
is  vf  the  preceding  year!  viz,  1540,  the  initial  letters  of  the  maker's  name 

being 
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Derham  (inMsArufcialClockr  federal   in    the  coUe&km  of  Sir 

maker,  publiihed  in  iyi4)jaax^  A&ton  Lever   and  Mr,  (nghaq* 

tions  a  watch  of  Henry  the  Eighth*  Forfteir)  catgut  JupoUed  the  place 

which  was  ftill  in  order ;  and  Dr.  of  a  chain,  whilft  they  were  com? 

Demainhray  informs  me,  that  he  monly  of  a  finalle?  fise.  than  we 

hath  heard  both  Sir  Jfaac  New*  ufe  at  prefent,  and  often  of  en  oval 

ton  and  Demoivre  fpeak  of.  this  ferraf.. 
watch*.  FtqmtbeJe  and  probably  maoy 

The  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth  other  imperfections  tfrty  jwfve.art 

(Henry's   contemporary)    was   fo  in  any  •degree  of  geperal  requeft 

much   pleafed  with  thefe  time-  titfi  the  J*tt*r  end  0?  Qeeen.  Biota? 

msafurers,  that  he  ufed  to  fit  after  betfc's  rejgn ;  .a^cordinglyia  Shak%. 

his  df»ner  with  feveral  of  them  ipear't  Twelfth  Night   MalvoOf 

on  the  table,  his  bottle  being  in  £y*»     .  '  ■  'JL  '' 

the  center;  and  when  he  retired        "  J&owa  the  wgije,  an£  jett 

to  the  monastery  of  St.  Juft,  he  "  chance  *WW  *}  mj  vtomh*  <X    • 

continued  Jftill  to  anuife  himfelf  "  ^ay  wi&  fome  rich  jew&" 
with  keeping  them  in  order,  which        Again,  an  the  firft  edition  <tf^ 

is  Aiid  to  have  produced  a   re-  Hamagftpa't     Orlando    Furiofr 

fleftion  from  him  on  the  abfurdity  (printed  in  i(9l)t  fo.JHtthor  i      ' 

of  his  attempt  to  regulate  the  mo-  represented  with  what  (eemi.tehf    : 

tions  of  the  different  Mwecsnof  Eo*  a  *r*tch>  Ktheftgh  ^engraving  ie 

rope;  *>y  *o  *cWfec}),W  WW* if 

Some  of  the  watches  ufed  #1  smflten,  ;  :    , 

this  time  feem  to  have  been  ftrifcr  •  C  -tempo  paflaj..  ; 

C4s ;  at  leaft  we  find  in  the  Me*        In  jthe  3d  of  James  i&$fitK  • 

moirs    of   Literature,    that   fucjh  wajc^i  was  found  np^QuyFawkee, 

watches  having  been  ftolen  botda  which  'he  *ad  Percy  jiad  bought 

from  Charles  the  Fifth  and  Lewis  the  day  before,  "  19  juy  cpncler 

the  Eleventh,  whilft  they  were  in  *■  fions  for.  the  tag    eod   ifcort 

a  croud,  the  thief  was  dete&ed  bjr  "  burning,    of    the    touohwoed* 

their  linking  the  hour,  ^  "  with  which  he   had   prep*ffl4 

In  moil  of  the   more  ancjenf  "  to   give   fire  to  jthe   ttM*  4f 

watches    (of  which  I  have  &ej|  €i  powder." 

being  N.  O.  It  is  in  the  palace  at  Hampton  Court.  Derbam'a  Artificial  Cjocfc* 
maker.  

*  That  diftiriguifhed  antiquary  Mr.  Walpole  has  in  nit  pofTefiion  a  el^ck. 
which  appears  by  the  infeription  to  have  been  a  prefent  from  Henry  the  Elghm   '   ♦ 
to  Anne  Boleyn.  Poynet,  Bifhop  of  Winchefter,  lHtewife  gave  an  aftronpnucil 
clock  to  the  fame  King.    Godwyn  de  Praeful.       /  ■  *» 

f  Pancirollus  informs  us,  that  about  the  end  of  the  15th  Century,  >afehet 
were  made  no  larger  than  an  almond,  by  a  man  whoft  name ■  warn  Mtrmccida*     - 
Encyclop.  \ 

%  In  Archbifliop  Parker's  will,  made  April  5i  1575*  if  th#  following  v  It* 

"  Do,  et  l«go  fratri  meo  $icardo  epifcopo  Elicnli,  baculum  meum  de  canna 
$i  Indica,  qui  Horologium  habet  in  fummitate," 
As  likewife  in  the  brief  gf  his  goods,  fcc,    "  A  clock,  valued  it  f+L  f/.** 

r* 


.\ 
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In  1631  Charles  the  firft  incor- 
porated the  clock- makers  ;  and 
the  charter  prohibits  clocks,  watches, 
and  alarms ,  from  being  imported, 
which  fufficiently  proves  that  they 
were  now  n.ore  commonly  a  fed, 
as  well  as  that  we  had  artifts  of 
oar  own,  who  were  expert  in  this 
branch  of  bufinefs. 

About  the  middle  of  the  17th 
century,  Huygens  made  his  great 
improvement  in  clock-work,  which 
produced  many  others  from  our 
own  countrymen  ;  the  lateft  of 
which  was  the  introduction  of  re- 
peating watches  in  the  time  of 
Charles  the  Second,  who,  as  I 
have  been  informed  by  the  late 
Lord  Bathuril,  lent  one  of  the  fir  ft 
of  thefe  new  inventions  to  Lewis 
XIV. 

The  former  of  thefe  Kings  was 
▼erv  curious  with  regard  to  thefe 
time-meafurers ;  and  I  have  been 
told  by  an  old  perfon  of  the 
trade,  that  watch-makers  (parti* 
cnlarly  Eaft)  ufed  to  attend  whilft 
lie  was  playing  at  the  Mall,  a 
watch  being  often  the  flake. 

But  we  have  a  much  more  cu- 
rious anecdote  of  royal  attention 
to  watches  in  Dr.  Derham's  Arti- 
ficial Clock-maker. 

Barlow  had  produced  a  patent, 
in  concert  with  the  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  Allebone,  for  repeaters ; 
but  Quare  making  one  at  the  fame 
time  upon  ideas  he  had  entertain- 
ed before  the  patent  was  grant- 
ed, James  the  Second  tried  both, 
and  giving  the  preference  to 
Quare's,  it  was  notified  in  the 
Gazette. 

•  In  the  fucceeding  reign,  the  re- 
putation of  the  Euglift)  work  in 
this  branch  was  fuch,  that  in  the 
year  1698,  an  a  dip  ailed,  obliging 
the  makers  to  put  their  names  on 


watches,  left  difcreditable  ones 
might  be  ibid  abroad  for  En- 
glim. 

If  any  of  thefe  particulars,  or 
Anecdotes,  mould  prove  interefting 
to  you,  it  will  amply  recomperice 
the  trouble  I  may  have  had  in  col- 
lecting them ;  being, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  faithful 
humble  Servant* 
Daines  BAaaiiroToir. 


Account  of  the  Eifteddfod  or  Seffimu 
of  the  Bards  and  Minftreis, 

[From  Pennant's  Tour  through  Wales.] 

THE  particular  glory  of  the 
town  of  Caerwys,  was  the 
honour  it  had  of  being  the  place 
of  the  Eifteddfod,  or  the  fefitoot  of 
the  bards  and  minftreis  for  many 
centuries.  It  was  the  retort  of 
thofe  of  a  certain  diftrift ;  as  Jbtr- 
frmu  in  Anglefea  was  of  thole  of 
that  ifland,  and  the  neighbouring 
county;  and  Mat hr aval of  thorn 
of  the  land  of  Ponvys*  The  rea- 
fon  that  thefe  places  were  thus 
diftingu idled,  was,  because  the 
two  laft  were  the  refidence  of 
Princes  ;  and  Caerwys,  on  account 
of  the  royal  palace  that  flood  be- 
low the  town,  the  refidence  of 
Llewelyn  ap  Gryfiydd. 

Thefe  Eifteddfods  were  the  Bri- 
tijb  Olympics,  Fired  at  firft  with 
generous  emulation,  our  -  poets 
crowded  into  the  lift,  and-carried  off 
the  prize,  contented  with  the  mere 
honour  of  victory.  At  length* 
when  the  competitors  became  nu- 
merous, and  .the  country  became 
oppreffrd  with  the  multitude,  new 
regulations  of  courfe  took  place. 
The  difappointed  candidates  were 

no 
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no  longer  fuffered  ,  to  torture  the  en  it  any  more ;  but  were  ordered 

ears  of  the  principality  with  their  to  adopt  that  of  Mivynen  Gnvjutdd, 

wretched  compositions.     None  but  o$  the  fweet  key  of  Gtuyntda*. 

bards  of  merit  were  fuffered  to  re-  I  imagine,  that  previous  to  ttia, 

hearfe  their  pieces ;  and  minftrels  there  had  been  nf  ufical  it£ulatmi 

of  fkill,  to  perform.     Thefe  went  in' Britain  ;  for  I  find  that  a  ttrae» 

through  a  long  probation  :  judges  called  Gofteg  yr  Haltn,  or  the  /V»- 

were  appointed  to  decide  on  their  ludt  of  the  Salt,  was  always  played 

refpeclive  abilities ;  *  and  degrees  whenever  the  fa) t-ieUerwaa  placed 


fui table  were  conferred,  and  per-     before  King  Arthur*  % 

miffions  granted  for exerciiing  their    his  round  tablet. 

talents,  in  the  manner  that  will        After    CtufauaUdrj     the    next 


be  related  in  the  following  -  pages.  Princes  who  undertook  the 
The  judges  werer^  appointed  by  ibrm  of  our  minflrelfie, wcrtBhd- 
com  million  from  our  Princes;  and  Jyn  of  Cynfyn  and  Grjfiydd  of  €/• 
after  the  conqueft  of  Wales,  by  nan.'  The  firfk  waa > cotcmporar*' 
the  Kings  of  England,  notwitb-  with  the  conqueror;  the  left  witk  % 
ftanding,  Edward  I.  exercifed  a  King  tttfbtn.  Thefe  enaded,  that 
political  cruelty  over  the  genera-  no  perfon.  (hookl  follow  the  /ra- 
tion of  bards  of  his  time ;  yet  fto-  ffjfien  of  bard  or  minftrel,  but  utcK 
ture  princes  thought  fit  to  revive  only  who  were  admitted  by  the  > 
an  inftitution  fo  likely  to  foften  Bifleddfbd,  which  was  held  once  ia 
the  manners  of  a  fierce  people,  three  years.  They  wwe  prohibit- 
The  crown  had  the  power  of  no-  ed  from  invading  one-  smother** 
minating  the  judges,  who  decided  province:  nor  were thty  permitted 
not  only  on  the  merit,  but  the  fab-  Jo  degrade  themfelves by  followimjr  . 
jcct  of  the  poems;  and,  like  our  any  other  occupation.  Neither  of 
modern  Lord  Chamberlains,  were  thefe  were  to  demand  abov*  tea 
certain  of  licenfing  only  thofe  (hillings  in  any  article,  under  paia 
which  were  agreeable  to  the  Englijb  of  lofing  the  whole,  befidef  being 
court.  fulpended  from  their  profeffioa  for  „ 

It  is  highly  probable,  that  the  three  years  J.    ■       ,' 
bards  and  minftrels  were    under        After  the  times,  of  the  prince*, 

certain  regulations  during  the  time  the  great  men,  their  descendants, 

of  Druidi/m ;  but  we  find  no  proofs  took  thefe  people  under  their  care 

of  them   till  long  afcer;  till  the  and  protection, -allowing  them  the 

days  of  Cadwaladr,  laft  King  of  liberty  of  circuiting  their  refpec- 

Britain,  who  died  at  Rome  about  tive  territories  thrice  a  year, 'vis, 

the  year  688.     Of  him  it  is  faid,  at  Cbriftmms,  Eajhr,  and  Wbitf**- 

that  being  at  an  aflembly  of  this  tide;  and  the  whole   principality 

nature,  with  his  nobles,  there  came  mice  in  three  years. 
a  minftrel,  and  played  in  a  key  fo        The  bards  were  in-  the  highest 

difpleafing,    that  he  and  all  his  repute.     I  cannot  give  a  ftrongftr 

brethren  were  prohibited,  under  a  idea  of  the  efteem  they  were  in, 

fevere  penalty,  from  ever  playing  than    by  citing   from  the   WWjb 

*  North  Wales,  f  Mr.  Morris's  MSS.  of  JBritUh  tuiific*         t  Up* 

laws> 
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laws,  the  account  of  their  rank  in 
the  prince's  court,  and  the  various 
rewards  and  fees  they  were  entitled 

m 

to,  and  the  fevcrc  penalties  that 
were  enacted  to  preferve  their 
perfons  from  infult.  They  were 
fuppoftd  to  be  endowed  with  pow- 
ers equal  to  inspiration.  They 
were  the  oral  hiilorians  of  all  paft 
tranfaclions,  public  and  private. 
They  related  the  great  events  of 
the  Hate;  and,  like  the  fcalds  of 
the  northern  nations,  retained  the 
memory  of  numbcriefs  tr  an  factions, 
which  other  wife  would  have  pe- 
rifhed  in  oblivion.  They  were 
likewife  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  work*  of  the  three  pri- 
mary bards,  viz.  Myrddyn  ap  Mor- 
fryn,  Myrddyn  Kmrys,  and  Ta- 
liefin  ben  Beirdd.  But  they  had 
another  talent,  which  probably  en- 
deared them  more  than  all  the  reft 
to  the  Weljh  nobility ;  that  of  be- 
ing moft  accomplished  genealo- 
gists, and  flattering  their  vanity, 
in  tinging  the  deeds  of  an  an- 
ceftry  derived  from  the  moll  diftant 
period. 

The  Bardd  Teulu,  or  Court 
Bard,  held  tjie  eighth  place  in 
the  Prince's  court.  He  poffeffed 
his  land  free.  The  prince  fup- 
plied  him  with  a  horfe  and  wool  - 
len  robe,  and  the  princefs  with 
linen*.  He  fat  next  to  the  go- 
vernor of  the  palace  at  the  three 
great  feftivais ;  for,  at  thofe  fea- 
ion.%  the  governor  was  to  deliver 
him  his  harp  \.  On  the  fame  fes- 
tivals, he  was  alfo  to  have  the  DiA 
dains,  or  fteward  of  the  houlhold's 
garment  for  his  fee. 

When  a  fong  is  called  for,  the 
Cadeir  fardd,  or  the  bard  who  has 
jot  the  badge  of  the  chair ,  is  firft 

*  Leges  Wajlicae,  35. 


to  fing  a  hymn  in  glory  of  Goo*  % 
after  that,  another  in  honour  of 
the  prince.  When  thofe  are  over, 
the  T'lu/uziT,  or  bard  of  the  hall, 
is  to  fing  fomc  other  fubjecl. 

If  the  princefs  calls  for  a  fong 
after  (lie  has  retired  from  table  to 
her  apartment,  the  Tntlwwr  mat 
fing  to  her  highnefs  in  a  low  voice,  N 
leall  he  mould  difturb  the  perform- 
ers in  the  hall.  John  Dafydd  Rhys 
fays,  that  the  fubjeci  was  to  be  oa 
death ;  but  I  rather  follow  Wott*mt 
who,  in  dead  of  angau,  which  Sig- 
nifies death,  prefers  the  word  mm- 
gen,  or  *  ft  par  at  t  fubjefi  from  what 
was  fang  in  the  hall. 

When  the  bard  goes  with  the 
prince's  fervants  on  a  plundering 
expedition,  and  performs  before 
them  his  animating  compositions, 
he  is  to  have  the  fineft  heifer  of 
the  booty;  and  in  cafe  the  de- 
tachment was  drawn  np  in  order 
of  battle,  he  was  to  fing  at  their 
head,  the  praifu  of  the  Britifli  *■»- 
narchy.  This  was  to  remind  them 
of  their  antient  right  to  the  whole 
kingdom ;  for  their  inroads  bring 
aim  oil  always  on  the  Englijb  terri- 
tories, they  thought  they  did  no 
more  than  feize  on  their  own. 

The  prince  bellowed  on  him  an 
ivory  chefs- board  ;  others  fay  a 
harp :  and  the  princefs  a  golden 
ring.  His  lodging  was  to  be  with 
the  governor  of  the  palace. 

When  he  is  required  to  fing  with 
other  bards,  by  way  of  diftinction,. 
he  is  to  have  a  double  portion. 

If  the  bard  aiks  any  favour  of 
the  prince,  he  mail  fing  one  of 
his  competitions:  if  of  a  noble- 
man, three;  if  of  a  common  per- 
fon,  he  rauft  fing  till  be  is  fo 
weary  as  to  reft  on  his  elbow,  or 


f  The  fame,  35,  and  16. 


to 
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to  fall  afleep.  This,  I  fear,  (hews 
our  bards  were  a  very  importun- 
ing race,  and  required  a  check ; 
yet  ftill  they  were  in  high  eftima- 
tion.     Their  Gwertb,  or  com  pen- 


Hi 

a  gentleman**  harp  was  estimated 
at  lx  pence. 

A  commiflion  for  holding  an 
Eifteddfed  at  Caer<wys>  in  1568,  i* 
ftili  in  poffeffion  of  Sir  Rjeger  Mtf* 


fation  for  their  life,  was  rated  at    tyu,  together  with  the  filver  harp  J 
exxvi  cows  *,  and  any  injury  done    which  had  rrom  time  immemo~ 

•  •     •     1  •  ^  1  •  j»  j*    •   • 


them,  at  vi  cows  and  exx  pence. 

The  Mercb-Gobr  of  his  daugh- 
ter, or  marriage  fine  of  his  daugh- 
ter, was  exx  pence.     Her  ctrwyll% 


Hal  been  in  the  gift  of  his  an/: 
ceftors,  to  beftow  on  the  ebief  ef 
t be  faculty.  This  badge  of  honoe* 
is  about  five  or  fix  inches  long* 


argyjreu,  or  nuptial  pre  fen  ts,  was  \  and  furnifhed,  with  firings  e^isaf 
thirty  (hillings;  and  her  portion'   to  the  number  of  the  mufes.    Tho. 

three  pounds  f.      It    is    remark-    com  million  is  the  laft  of  the  kind 

—  -  -    —    -   -         1*1  _.»        '  ■  •  •    '«• 


able,  that  the  Pencerdd  GwJad, 
or  chief  of  the  faculty,  was  en* 
titled  to  the  mercb-gabr,  or  amebr 
for  the  daughters  of  all  the  in- 
feriors of  the  faculty  within  the 
diftrid,  who  payed  xxiv  pence  oil 
their  marriage ;  which  not  only 
(hews  th?  antiquity,  bat  the  great 
authority  of  thefe  people. 

The  Pencerdd  was  not  among 
the  \  officers % of  the  court:  bat 
occafionally  fat  in  the  tenth  place. 
He  alfo  had  his  land  free;  was  to 
perform  much  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  court  bard,  whom  he  feems 
to  have  taken  place  of,  whenever 
he  attended;  for,  when  the  Pen* 
cerdd  was  prefent,  the  former  fat 
only  in  the  twelfth  feat.  No  other 
was  to  play  without  licenfe  from 
him.  His  death  was  valued  at 
exxvi  cows ;  and  any  injury  done 
him,  at  vi  cows,  and  exx  pence* 
Each  of  the  chief  muficians  was  to 
receive  from  their  lord,  the  firft, 
a  harp;  the  fecond,  a  cr*wtb% 
the  third,  a  pipe;  which,  on  their 
deaths,  were  to  revert  to  the  lord  ||. 

The  prince's  harp  was  valued  at 


which  was  granted;  aadiainfbsp* 
following: 

BtfHB    QutftE*, 

'Elizabeth,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  of  Engtiud,  Frsmme,  an* 
Ireland  Queue*,  defender  of  tin 
ftyth,  bV.  to  our  troupe  and  ry ght 
wel  beloved  6r  Rsebard  BM* 
knight,  Sir  Rm  Grmfiti  kaighcL 
EUiee  Price  efquio*,  DoAor  in  cfviff 
lawe,and  one  of  oar  connfasl  itt 
in  our  matches  of  Wales,  WiUiam 
Mo/fyn,  Jevan  hkyd  oi  Yale,  JF* 
Salujbury  of  Ruge,  Rets  Tbm*ep  % 
Maurice  Wynne  t  WilV*  Lewis,  Pirn 
Moftyn,  Owen  Jim  dp  HeU  Vemgbme* 
Jehu  WiWm  «p  Jobn,  John  Lrwk 
(hve*,  Metis  Gruffttit  Sjmmmd 
TbtlvaU,  EUiee  of  Wm  Lloyd,  Rett 
Pule  ft  on,  Harry  Aparry,  William 
Glynne,  and  Rees  Hugbes,  efquio", 
and  to  every  of  them,  greating, 
Wheras  it  is  come  to  the  know* 
ledge  of  the  Lorde  Prefident  antl 
other  o*  (aid  counfail  in  o*  marches 
of  Wales,  that  vagraunt  and  idle 
pfons,  naming  therofelfs  mytoftrells, 


exx  pence,  and  that  of  Pencerdd  tt    rithmors,  and  barthes,  are  lately 
the  fame ;  the  key  at  xxiv  pence :    growen  into  fuch  an  intolerable 


•  Leges  Wallicse,  37. 
Wallicw,  68. 


f  Ibid.  37. 


%  Ibid.  61, 


multi* 


\  . 
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multitude  wf-in  the  principalhee 
cf  XcrtbiL-ahs,  that  r»o:  only  gen- 
tlemen and  other?,  by  ihcire  :r.*;r.e- 
les  dilbrder,  are  oftentimes  cif- 
quieted  in  theire  r.abi;ac  ons ;  but 
alfo  thexpert  mynltrclit  and  mu- 
cifions  in  toune  an  i  contry  thcr- 
by  much  difcou  raged  to  travail  in 
thexerciie  and  practize  of  theire 
knowledge  ;  and  alio  not  a  ii'.Ie 
hyndred  in  theire  livings  and 
pierm".  The  reformacTbn  v-her- 
of,  and  the  putting  of  thei'e  peo- 
ple in  ordr,  the  faid  Lordc  Preii- 
dent  &  counfail  have  thought  verey 
necefi'arye,  and  knotting  you  to 
be  men  both  cf  w)fdome  and 
upright  dealing,  and  alfo  of  expe- 
rience and  good  knowledge  in  the 
fcyence,  have  apointed  and  au- 
thorized you  to  be  comiilioners 
for  that  purpofe.  And  forafmuch 
as  or  faid  counfail  of  late,  tra- 
veling in  foroe  pte  of  the  faid 
principalitee,  had  pfeel  under- 
{landing  or  credible  report,  that 
thaccultomed  place  for  thexcu- 
con  of  the  like  comiflyon,  hath 
bene  hertofore  at  Curoyet  in  our 
countie  of  Fflynt ;  and  that  Wil- 
liam Mcfiyn  efquio*,  and  his  an- 
ceft"  have  had  the  gyfte  and  be- 
ftowing  of  the  fylver  harpe  app- 
tayning  to  the  cheft  of  that  facul- 
tie,  ajid  that  a  yeares  warning  at 
the  leall  hath  been  ace u domed  to 
be  geaven  of  thaflcmbly  and  exe- 
cuc'on  of  the  like  commiflypn. 
Our  faid  counfail  have,  therfore, 
apoynted  thexecuc  on  of  this  co ra- 
ni iffy  on  to  be  at  the  faid  towne 
of  Car  eyes,  the  Monday  next  aftr 
the  feail  of  the  blefled  Trynitee, 
wch  mall"  be  in  the  ycare  of  c/ 
Lorde  God  i  c6$. 

And  therfore  we  require  and 
comarid  you,  by  the  aucthoritee 
of  thefe  pfents,  not  only  to  caufe 


open  pdamacoes  to  be  made  k 
all  ffayo",  mrketts,  townes,  and 
o;her  places  of  aflcmbfy  w*Hi 
o u  r  cou  r.  tie s  of  A*gb$u,  Cam+vm, 
M?  ryontKtb,  Denbigh,  .  and  FJfywt, 
that  all  and  evr/  pfon  and  pfooi 
that  en  tend  to  maynt  eigne  theire 
lyvings  by  name  or  color  of  mya* 
ftrells,  rithnfrs,  or  r 


barthes,  wthia 
the    Talaiib    of   Aberfimwa%    com- 

l heading  the  laid  fyvc  (hires,  flul 
fee  and  appeare  before  you  the  (aid 
daye  and  place;  to  (hewe  theire 
learnings  accordingly :  bat  alio  that 
you,  xx:i-,  xixeB,  xviiien,  xviiecf 
xvlc»,  xvcn,  xiiii€B,  xiii*",  arir% 
xin,  xea,  ix,  viii,  vii,  or  vi  of 
you,  whereof  youe,  Sr  Rubari 
Bulkley,  Sr  Reu  Griffith,  EJBa 
Price,  and  Wm  Mo/fym,  £{qaiony 
or  iiiec  or  it  of  you,  to  be  of  the 
nombr  to  repay  re  to  the  (aid  place 
the  daye  arorlaid,  and  calling  to 
you  fuch  expert  men  in  Jthc  (kid 
facultie  of  the  Welft>e  mufick,  as  to 
you  (hall  be  thought  convenient 
to  pceade  to  thexeencon  of  the 
pmifs*,  and  to  admytt  fnch  and  fo 
many  as  by  your  wifdomea  and 
knowledges  you  (hall  fy nde  wor- 
thy into  and  undr  the  "  degrees 
heretofore  in  fern bl able  fort,  to 
ofe  exercife  and  folowe  the  fcyea- 
ces  and  facultes  of  theire  pfef- 
fyons  in  fuch  decent  ordr  as  (hall 
apptaigne  to  eche  of  theire  de- 
grees, and  as  yor  difcrec*oni  and 
wifdomes  ihall  pfcribe  unto  them, 
geaving  ftraight  monyebns  and 
comaundm*  in  or  name  and  on  6r 
behalf  to  the  reft  not  worthy  that 
they  returpe  to  fome  honeft  labo* 
and  due  exercife,  fuch  .as  they  be 
moll  apte  unto  for  mayntenannce 
of  their  lyvings,  upon  paine  to  be 
taken  as  fturdy  and  idle  vaca-  . 
boundes,  and  to  be  ufed  according 
to  the  lawes  and  ftatutcs  pvided  in 

that 
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that  behalf,  letting  you  wyth  o* 
faid  counfaill  look  for  adverttfem1 
by  due  certificatt  at  your  hande$ 
of  yor  doiii^s  in  thexecucbn  of 
the  faid  ppufs*.  For  feeing  irt 
any  wife  that  upon  the  faid  af- 
fembly  the  peas  and  good  order 
be  obferved  and  kept  accordingly, 
aflertayning  you  that  the  laid. 
Wilfa  Moftyn  hath   pmifed  to  fee 


One  — .  primary  ftudcnt  of  in-, 

ftru  mental  fong. 
Seven  —  fecondary  ftudents  of 

inftrumental  fong. 
Four  — '  probationary  ftudents  of 

inftrumental  .fong. 

Itmuft  be  obferved,  that  play- 
ers on  crwths  with  th^ee  firings-,  , 
taborers,  and  pipers,  were  reckon-* 
ed  among  the  ignoble  performers  : 


furnyture    and    things    neceflary  ,  thcy  wcre  not  anowca  «,  flt  down, 
pvided   for  that    affembly  at  the    and  had.' only  a  penny  ft*  their 


place  aforfaid.     Geven  ■  under  o* 

fignet   at   or   citie  of  Cbtfitr  the 

xxiiith  of  O&ober,  the  nynth  yeare 

of  or  raigne.  , 

Signed  her  Hignes  counfaill, 

in  the  m'ches  of  Wales. 

> 
In   confequence,    an  Eifteddfod 

was  held  on  the  26th  of  May  fol- 
lowing :  and  on  this  occafion  fifty- 
five  perfons  received  their  degrees. 


pains. 

The  different  degrees  were  com-* 
prehended  in  this  lift.  There  were; 
four  in  die  poetical,  and  five  in 
the  mufical  faculty.  The  loweft, 
or  more  properly  what  fhould  be 
called  a  candidate  or  probationer, 
was  rDyfybirfras,  or  the  kwef 
dt/cipU,  wno  was  obliged  (if  a  can- 
didate for  poetry)  to  understand 
the  contraction  of-  five  fpecies  of 
Four  were  created  chief  bards  of  Engfytts,  and  to  compofe  them  be- 
vocal  fong.  *  fore  a'  Pencerdd,   wno  was  to  de- 

Seven  —  primary  ftudents  of  vo-    clare  upon  his  conference,  that  he 
cal  fong.  was  endowed  with  a  true  poetical 

Three fecondary  ftudents  of    genius.  After  this  he  commenced 

vocal  fong.  Dyfcybl  Dyfcyblaidd,  Drfdpuhs 

Three  —  probationary  ftudents    difciplinabilis :  here  he.  becomes  a 

of  vocal  fong.  graduate;    but    nfuft    vnderftand 

_  ,_  -      twelve  of  our  different  metres,  and 

Instrumental  Music.  produqc  fpcciinens  of  each  of  hb 

%  Harp.  own  compofitkm;  and  if  in  three 

Three  were  created  chief  bards  and    years  time  he  does  not,  by  his  me- 
teachers  of  inftrumental  fong.      _rit,  acquire  the  next  degree,  he  b. 

Five  chief   bards    (but    not  "degraded  from  this.    If  he  fue- 

teachcrs)   of  inftrumental  fong. 

Four  —  primary  ftudents  of  in- 
ftrumental fong. 

Five fecondary  ditto. 

Three  , probationary  ftudents 


of  inftrumental  fong. 

Crwth, 

Two  were  created  chief  bards  and 

teachers  of  inftrumental  fong. 
Four  chief  bards    (but  not    baclf  into   that    ofDyfybl  dyfey- 

teacherO  of  inftrumental  fong.      thu'dd;  otherwife  he  becomes  a 

Penbardd 


ceeds,  he  then  proceeds  to  the  de- 
gree of 

Dyfcybl  Penceirddiaidd,  or  can- 
didate for  degree  ofPtncerdd,  when 
he  ihuft  underftand  the  propriety 
of  expreffions,  and  the.  different 
metres,  and  compofe  in  twenty- 
one  fpecies  ;  and  if  in  three  years 
he  does  not  attain  by  his  own  me- 
rit to-  the  next  degree,   he  falls 
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P-nbarfi  it  ?««:ii,  chief  z£    *  is  witch  t-Vay,  if  they 
tie  Uci.n  zi  *-u  candidate  :z  ;     '  everle  aianF  by  die  ftacute, 


waen  ::  :s   .-*ci:i.*n  ae  i^o-i.i  ce    *  made  aa 

accixp  !:*:*•:  ;a   every  bear.-:  a.  cf    *  w  arrei  and  paoiih  them  ;  yea, 


hii  an.      He   tr.*n   rscerxed    the     '  asd  to  cake  from  cheat  all  chat 
badge  c:  tie  fiiver  i  i.*p ;  ;r  thai    ■  the?  hive  about  chea**, 


of  a  goldee  or  ulver  ciam,  *aica         Tiey  were  prohibited  fraaa  at- 

he  wore  upon  hU   ic alder.     He  tericg  any    fcindaloos   wards    n 

alio  waj  placed  with  a::s  cere-  fpeeci   or   whifpers;    deeractm, 

ko-/  03  a  —  agrifces:  chair,  pan  mocki^v,  feeing,  is  venting  lies, 

cf  :ne  f*Tw*z**t  me::::cced  ia   the  or    repeating   theai  after  others, 

pacer.:;    *ii  tnere    icv?:ted    *;:a  under  pain  cf  nzc  aud  imprison- 

r.;i  decree:  ar.d  :h»a  ac»::-;d  :h-  me::;:  nor  were  tiwr  co 


here  arable  niae  of  C*ziir-'-*dJ%     (beg   of  acy  pertcn    without  his 


cr  Bar  id  cca'*:'iav;g.  conies:  ;  nor  to  en»r  any  mas'* 

In  inti.'-urr.er.cal  muixc  there  were  hocfe  wi:iout  formal   leave    £ift 

five  degree:  ;  voich  difer  r.ochir.g  obtained. 

from  t&cfe  in   :rx  other  faculty,  Every    PihlarJJ  ar.d    Ptmuril 

except  in  the  two  Iwt:: :   x.  the  w  aliped  co  take  in  diiciples 

Dj/sjL'  iff  as  bib  radd%  or  without  fcr  a  certain  ipace  of  time,  bat 

a  degree;   2.   Dy/tyol  %/$sj  grad-  net  above  one  at  a  tune.     Adisa- 

da-jA,  or  ^radaated;    v    ^'v'*7^  pic  *  as  not  qualified  to  maiK  ano- 

d7j€yhUudd\    4.    Dtjcibl  fmard-  ther.     Each   was  to  be   with  his 

diaidd\   5.  PtKcerdd.     Thefe,  like  teacher  daring  £**/,   anle&   pie* 

the  others,  were  to  be  attained  by  vetted   by   ficknefs  or  imprison* 

their    refpe&ve     merits    in     the  ment,  under  pain  rflofing  his  de- 

fcience  ;  bat  as  their  qualifications  gf"-      He  was  obliged  to  (hew 

arc  txprcGed  in  technical  terms  of  every  competition   to  his  teacher 

Britijb  mu Ac,  it  is  pad  my  {kill  to  before  it  was  publicly  fang.    They 

give  an  explanation.      None  bat  were  not  to  follow  the  practice  of 

a  Pincerdd  mould  .pre fume  to  be-  cLry  dem,  i.  e.  dunghill  bards  and 

come  an  in  fir  actor.     The  chief  of  muficians,  or  any  other  fpecies  of 

our  day  3,  is  that  uncommon   ge-  vagabond  mi  nitre  Is.      They  were 

nias,  the  blind  Mr.  John  Parry  of  enjoined  a  month  before  each  fefti- 

Khiwabon,  who  has  had  the  king-  val,  to  fettle  their  routs  with  their 

dom  for  his  Cylcb  cltra,  or  mufical  refpe&ive  teachers,  lead  too  many 

circuit,  and  remains  unrivalled.  of  them  ihould  crowd  to  the  fame 

Our   Pencerdds  thua  qualified,  places  ;   only  one  being  allowed 

were  licenfed  to  fing,  or  to  per-  to  go  to  a  perfon  who  paid  ten 

form  under  certain  reuri&ions.  By  pounds  a  year  rent ;  and  two  to 

the  law  of  our  princes,  particular  inch   who  payed  twenty  pounds* 

regard  was  paid  to  their  morals :  and  fo  on  in  proportion  to  thole 

4  They  were  to  be  no  make-bates,  of  higher  rank :  and  every  teacher 

*  no    vagabonds,    no    ale  -  honfe  was  obliged  to  keep  a  copy  of  thefe 

•  haunters,     no    drunkards,     no  rules,  to  fliew  and  inculcate  to  his 

*  brawllers,  no  whore- hunters,  no  pupils  in  time  of  Lent%  when  they 

•  theeves,  nor  companions  of  fuch;  came  for  their  inftru&ions. 

•  Powcl,  193. 

Km 
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No  perfon  was  to  mimic,  mock,  weddings ;   and  'upon  their  cylcb 

or  fcofr  at  the  aivenyddhn  on  4C-  ciera,  which  was  permitted  only 

count  of  their  mental  abfence,  or  once  in  three  years.     Bat  befides  ■ 

when  they  had  on  them  the  anven  thefe  fees,  in  order  to  encourage 

or  foetkus  furor  ;  from  an  opinion  the  cltrwyt Co  keep  up  the  language* 

that    no  bard,   duly   authorized,  and  the  memory  or  the   txtfknt* 

could  ever  meditate  on  improper  and  pedigrees  of  the  Britons,  th 

fubjeels.  were  allowed  a  penny  out  of  e 

To  whatfoever  houfe  they  came  ploughland,  and  a  halfpenny 

in  the  time  of  wakes,  they  muft  of  every  half  ploughland  of 

remain  there   while  the    feafting  dtftrift. 

lifted ;  unlefs  they  had  leave  from        The  Penbardd  and  Pencerdd,  ill 

the  mailer  of  the  houfe,  or  were  their  circuits,  frequented  only  thfc 

invited  by  another.    If  they  wan-  houfes  of  the  gentry;  but  if  he 

dcred  from  houfe  to  houfe,  they  degraded  himfelf  byvifiting  the 

were  to  be  apprehended  as  ftrollers  commonalty,  he  was  only  to  «*t 

and  vagabonds,  and  to  be  depriv-  pe&  the  fee  of  a  common  tlernjtft 

ed  of  their  derm*,  which  was  for-  whofe  province  it  was  to-  viflt  "" 


feited  to  the  ufe  of  the  church.  If  plebeian  houfes*  The  following 
they  got  intoxicated,  they  forfeit-  were  the  peribns  who  were  ailotea 
ed  their  reward  :  but  if  they  vio-  to  entertain  the  vulgar  ears. 
lated  the  chaftity  of  wife  or  maid,  A,  perfon  labouring  "under  ariy 
they  were  fined  and  imprisoned,  infirmity;  fuch  as  bKndneft,  husb- 
and loft  their  ciera  fbr  feven  years.  ncfs,  bfe.  a  dyfcybl  jftas,  %dyfi}U 

Their    fees    or    rewards    were  dyfcyblaidd,    and  djftyU  pencetrft 

regulated.      A  dyfcybl   dyfcyblaidd  diaidd.     The  firft  regulation  waa 

was  entitled  to   3*.  \d.   for  his  founded  on  humanity.' 

cvwydd.  No  public  fefrivity,  .great  feaft* 

A    dyfcybl   peneeirddiaidd,    -re-  or  wedding  could  be  (fury  folemi . 

ceived  for  the  fame  fpecies  of  com-  nized  without  the  prefence  of  the 

poiition  6/.  gd.  bards  and  minftrels.    A  glorioui 

His   teacher,    or  the  Pencerdd,  emulation  arofe  among  them ;  and 

had  no  more ;  only  the  matter  of  prizes  were  beftowed  on  the  mcft 

the  houfe   ufually  prefented  him  worthy.    In  1 176;  the  Lord  RByb 

with  a  garment,   or   fome   other  Prince  of  South  Waits,  made  * 

mark  of  favour.  great  feaftf  at  Qhrifhuxs,  on  aci 

The  minftrels  received  thefe  re-  count  of  the  fitrUhmg  his  new  caf* 

wards;    a  dyfcybl  yfpas  graddawl  tie  at  Aberteif;  of  which  he  wj£ 

had  only   1  /.    upon  each  of  the  claimed  notice  through  all  Brftdtt 

great  feftivals.  a  year  and  a  day  before;  great 

A   dy/cybU    dyfcyblaidd,    at  the  was  the1  refort  of  ftrangefs,  whb 

fame  fcafons  2;.  and  a  dyfcybl  pen*  were  nobly  entertainer?  fo  tbaj 

teirddiaidd  3  s.  ^d.  none  departed  uofirfisfiea.  Among 

A  pencerdd  the  fame,  befides  a  deeds  of  arms,  and  variety  of  Jptfc 

voluntary  gratuity.     He  was  alio  fades,  Rhys  invited  aH  the  bard* 

entitled  to  fees  at  royal  and  other  of  Wdet,  and  provided  tbmrs  fof 

*  Or  their  pa  v.    Somethnts  it  fignifies  the  aft  of  their  perambulation. 
+  Powtl,  237. 
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them,  whLh  were  placed  in  his 
ha!!,  where  they  fat  and  difputed, 
and  farg,  to  {hew  their  fkll  in 
their  rei'pcaive  faculties,  and  be- 
llowed great  rewards,  and  rich 
gifts  or.  the  victors.  The  bards 
of  North  Wain  won  the  prizes  ; 
but  the  minftreU  of  Rhys'*  houfe- 
fcolJ,  e>u:elieJ  in  their  faculty. 
Oa  this  ocelli'; n  the  Bra-xd-xr 
Lfys,  or  j't^ge  zf  th:  cur;t  and  of- 
ficer fcf:a  in  rrtnk,  declared  aloud 
the  victor,  and  received  from  the 
bard,  fjr  !i:»  fee,  a  mighty  drink- 
ir^g-horn,  made  cf  the  rum  of  an 
ox;  a  golden  ring,  and  the  cuihion 
on  which  he  i*:  in  his  chair  of 
dignity  *. 

The  bards  of  ihofe  time*  often 
accompanied  their  voice*  with  the 
harp,  a*  ihey  were  wont  of  old, 
in  the  manner  defcribed   by  Am~ 
nueizus  M.irciUiuus  | .     There   was 
a'fo  another  fpecies  of  muiician, 
of  an  inferior  kind,  called  Datcei- 
miad,  who  accompanied  th:  crjfi- 
cal  initrumems  or  others  wish  his 
long.      He  was  inferior   to    both 
bard  and  m  in  (I  re  1 ;  yer  it  was  re- 
quifi te  he  thoi&id  bs  pofLiTed  of  a 
considerable  degree  of  knowledge 
in  both  fciences :  he  ought  to  be 
able  to  tune  the  harp  and  crivtb : 
to  (hew  his  ikiil  in  playing  fevc- 
jal  notes  and  keys,  and  to  be  per- 
fectly con  ver  fan  t  in  what  are  called 
the  twenty-four  meafures  of  in- 
£ru mental  fong;  and  to  be  ab!e 
to  iing  with  judgment  and  melo- 
dy.    He  was  I  ike  wife  to  be  mailer 
of  reading  juftly,  and  writing  cor- 
reiftlv.     He  was  not  onlv  to   un- 
derftand  the  twenty- four  modes  of 
metrical  compoficions ;  but  to  ex- 
hibit ipecimens  of  his  own,  a:  leait 
in  three  of  them;  and  if  he  met 


with  any  old  fong  faultily  tfxn- 
fen  bed,  he  was  to  rectify  it.  He 
was  alio  to  carry  with  him  a  harp 
or  cr<w:b  in  a  white  cafe.  He  was 
further  required,  not  only  to  be 
a  readv  waiter  at  table,  but  to  be 
an  expert  carver  of  every  fpecies 
of  fowl.  At  the  weddings  of  any 
of  the  roval  familv,  his  office  was 
to  wait  on  the  bride. 

On  thofe  oc  canons,  I  am  re- 
minded of  another  cuftom  in  which 
the  bards  were  concerned.  After 
their  nup:ial  feait,  a  Pemetrdd 
was  conihtuted  Cyf  CJer9  or  fit- 
lar  cf  the  ilirt  and  feated  in  a 
choir  furrounded  by  the  other 
bard*  ilanding,  who  made  him  the 
fubject  of  their  merry  and  ludicrous 
com  portions,  to  raile  mirth  its  the 
company.  He  was  that  day  to 
make  no  reply ;  but  on  the  next. 
he  was  to  divert  the  hall  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  inferior  bards;  sod 
was  alfo  to  compofe  a  poem  apoa 
a  fubjed  given  him  fuitable  to  his 
dignity. 

The  mofl  inferior  of  the  flrafical 
tribe  was  fometimes  admitted. 
This  was  the  Datceixiad p€*fmjhnm% 
or  he  that  fung  to  the  found  of  hit 
club  ;  being  ignorant  of  every 
o:her  kind  of  inftrument.  When 
he  was  permitted  to  be  introduced* 
he  was  obliged  to  ftand  in  the  mid* 
die  of  the  hall,  and  fing  his  c*wjdd% 
or  aivdl,  beating  time,  and  play- 
ing the  fymphony  with  hlsfmfimm 
or  club ;  but  if  there  was  a  pro- 
fefibr  of  mufic  prefent,  his  leave 
mud  be  firft  obtained  before  he 
prefumed  to  entertain  the  com- 
pany with  this  fpecies  of  melody. 
Wherever  he  came  he  muft  ad  as 
a  menial  fervant  to  the  bard  or 
muiician. 


Leges  Walitca?,  -iS. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS. 
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Qn  Genius  and  T&ftt.     Frrar  Rey- 
nolds'; Academical  Difamrfes* 

IT  has  been  the  fate  of.  arts  to 
be  enveloped  in  myfterious  and 
incomprehensible  language,  at  if 
it  was  thought  neceftary  that  even 
the  terms  mould  correfpond  to  the 
idea  entertained  of  the  instability 
and  uncertainty  of  the  roles  which 
they  exprefied. 

To  fpeak  of  genius  and  tafte,  at 
anyway  connected  with  reaibn.or 
common  fenfe,  would  be,  in  the 
opinion  of  fome  towering  talkers, 
to  fpeak  like  a  man  who  poffefled 
neither,  who  had  never  felt  that 
enthufiafm,  or,  to  ufe  their  own 
inflated  language,  was  never  warm- 
ed by  that  Promethean  fire,  which 
animates  the  canvas  and  vivifies 
the  marble. 

If,  in  order  to  be  intelligible,  J 
appear  to  degrade  art  by  bringing 
her  down  from  her  viiionary  fitua- 
tion  in  the  clouds,  it  is  only  to 
give  her  a  more  folid  manfion  upon 
the  earth.  It  is  neccflary  that  at 
fome  time  or  other  we  mould  fee 
things  as  they  really  arc,  and  not 
impofe  on  ourfelves  by  that  falfe 
magnitude  with  which  objects  ap- 
pear when  viewed  indiftin&ly  as 
through  a  mill. 

We  will  allow  a  poet  to  exprefs 
his  meaning,  when  his  meaning 
is  not  well  known  to  himfelf,  with 


r 

*  certain  degree  of  obfeurity,  as  it 
is  one  fbarce  of  the  fublime.  But 
when,  in  plain  profe,  we  gravely 
talk  of  courting  the  mufe  in  (hady 
bowers ;  waiting  the  call  and  in- 
fpiration  of  Genius,  finding  out , 
whose  he  inhabits,  and  where  he 
is  to  be  invoked  with  the  greateft 
fuccefe  |  of  attending  to  times  and 
feafons  when,  the  imagination 
moots,  with  the  greateft  vigour* 
whether  at  the  fuinmer  folfticc  or 
the  eqninox;  fagacioufly  obferviag 
how  much  the  wild  freedom  anil 
liberty  of  imagination  is  cramped' 
by  attention  to  eftablifhed  rules; 
and  how  this  fame  imagination  be- 
gins to  grow  dim  in  advanced  age, 
{mothered  and  deadened  by  too 
much  judgment.  When  we  talk 
fuch  language,  or  entertain  fuch 
fentixnents  as  thefe,  we  generally 
reft  contented  with  mere  words,  or 
at  beft  entertain  notions  not  only, 
groundlefs,  but  pernicious. 

If  all  this  means  what  it  is  very 
poffible  was  originally  intended 
only  to  be  meant,  that  in  order  to 
cultivate  an  art,  a  man  feci  tides 
himfelf  from  the  commerce  of  the ' 
world,  and  retires  into  the  coon  try 
at  particular  feafons ;  or  that  at 
one  time  of  the  year  his  body  is  in 
better  health,  and  confequently 
his  mind  fitter  for  the  bufinefs  of 
hard  thinking  than  at  another 
time  i  0r  thtf  the  mind  may  hje 

La  fatigued 
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fatigued  and  grow  con fu fed  by 
long  and  unremitted  application  ; 
thU  I  can  underftand.  1  can  like- 
wife  believe,. that  a  man  eminent 
when  young  for  pofle fling  poetical 
imagination,  may,  from  having 
taken  another  road,  fo  negieft 
its  cultivation,  as  to  (hew  lefs  of 
its  powers  in  his  latter  life.  But 
I  am  perfuaded,  that  fcarce  a  poet 
is  to  be  found,  from  Homer  down 
to  Dry  den,  who  preferved  a  found 
mind  in  a  found  body,  and  conti- 
nued praclifing  his  profeflion  to  the 
very  laft,  whofe  later  works  are 
not  as  replete  with  the  fire  of  ima- 
gination, as  thofe  which  were  pro* 
duced  in  his  more  youthful  days. 

To  underiiand  literally  thefe 
metaphors  or  ideas  ex  pre  fled  in 
poetical  language,  feems  to  be 
equally  abfurd  as  to  conclude,  that 
becauie  painters  ibmetimes  repre- 
sent potts  writing  from  the  dictates 
of  a  little  winged  boy  or  genius, 
that  this  fame  genius  did  really  in- 
form hi  in  in  a  whifper  what  he  was 
to  write ;  and  that  he  is  himfelf 
but  a  mere  machine,  unconfeious 
of  the  operations  of  his  own  mind. 

Opinions  generally  received  and 
floating  in  the  world,  whether  true 
or  fa  lie,  wc  naturally  adopt  and 
make  our  own  ;  they  may  be  con- 
fide red  as  a  kind  of  inheritance  to 
which  we  fucceed  and  are  tenants 
for  life,  and  which  we  leave  to  our 
pofcerity  very  near  in  the  condition 
in  which  we  received  it ;  not  much 
being  in  any  one  man's  power  ei- 
ther to  impair  or  improve  it. 

The  greateft  part  of  thefc  opi- 
nions, like  current  coin  in  its  cir- 
culation, we  are  obliged  to  take 
without  weighing  or  examining ; 
but  by  this  inevitable  inattention, 
many  adulterated  pieces  are  re- 
ceived, which,  when  we  ferioufly 
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eftimate  our  wealth,  we  molt 
throw  away.  So  the  collector  of 
popular  opinions,  when  he  embo- 
dies his  knowledge,  and  forms  a 
fyitem,  mud  feparate  fhofe  which 
are  true  from  thofe  which  sue  tonJy 
plaufible.  Bat  it  becomes  more 
peculiarly  a  duty  (o  the  profenors 
of  art  not  to  let  any  opinions  rela- 
ting to  that  art  pafs  unexamined. 
The  caution  and  circumfpefbon 
required  in  fuch  eramiwamn  me 
fhall  prefently  have  an  opportunity 
of  explaining. 

Genius  and  tafte,  in  their  com- 
mon acceptation*  appear  to  be*ery 
nearly  related  ;  the  difference  £ea 
only  in  this,  that  genius  has  fain- 
added  to  it  a  habit  or  power  of  exe- 
cution. Or  we  may  fay,  that 
tafte,  when  this  power  is  added* 
changes  its  name,  and  is  called 
genius.  They  both,  in  die  popu- 
lar opinion,  pretend  to  an  entire 
exemption  from  the  reftraiat  of 
rules.  It  is  wppofed  that  their 
powers  are  intuitive;  that  nodsr 
ihe  name  of  genius  great  works 
arc  produced,  and  under,  tsw^oause 
of  tafte  an  exaft  judgment  is  given* 
without  our  knowing  why,  «ad 
without  being  nnder  toe  leasV ob- 
ligation to  reafon,  precept,  «rex» 
perience. 

One  can  fcarceftate  thefe  optniawr 
without  expofing  their  abfurdirjr  c 
yet  they  are  conftantry  in  the 
mouths  of  men,  and  particularly 
ofartifts.  They  who <havt  thought 
ferioufly  on  this  fubje&,  do  not 
carry  the  point  fo  far  ^  yet  I  ana 
perfuaded,  that  even  among  thofe 
few  who  may  be  called  JtfankersV 
the  prevalent  opinion  gives  left 
than  it  ought  to  the  powers  of 
reafon  ;  and  confiders  the  princi- 
ples of  tafte,  which  give  all  their 
authority  to  the  rules  of  art,  as 

more 
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We  may  let  pais  thafe  things 
whfch    aft    at    oacc   fubjcda  of 
tafte  ami  fenie,  and  which  having 
as  much  ceftakrty  as   the  fcnfta 
.themfelvas,  give  no  occaion  to  en- 
quiry or  dupate*     The  natural 
appetite,   pr  tafte  of  the .  human 
mini,  is  for  /r*#4;  whether  that 
.truth  refujts  from  the  real  agree* 
moot  or  equality  of  original  ideas 
among  themfelvet;  from  the1-** 
greement  of  the  reafefastaticta  of 
any  [object  with  the  thing  repre- 
fented;    or  from  the  eorrefpon- 
deace  of  the  feverat  parte  of  any 
arrangement  with  each  other.  It  is 
the  very  fame  tafte  which  feelifhes 
a  demottftration  in  geometry,  that, 
is  pkafed  with    tmV  reiemjblanoe 
of  a  pi&ure  to  an  original,,  and 
touched  with  the 'harmony  of  mtt* 
fie.. 
.  AU  theft  have  unalterable  #nd 
fixed  foundations  in  nature*,  and 
are  therefore  equally  kiveftfgatcd 
by  reafon,  and  known  by  ftudy ; 
fome  vJith  more,  fome  with  lefs 
clearnefs,  but  all  exactly  in  the 
fame  way.    A  picture  that  i»  un- 
like,  is  falfe.      Difproportionate 
ordonnance  of  parts  is  not  right; 
becaufe  it  cannot  be  true,  until  it, ~ 
ceafes  to  be  a  contradiction  to  af- 
lert,'  that  the  parts  have  no  rela- 
tion to  the  whole.    Colouring  is 
true  where  it  is  naturally  adapted 
to  the  eye,  from  brightnefs,  from 
foftnefs,  from  .harmony,  from  re- 
femblance  ;    becaufe  thefe  agree* 
with  thejir  object  nature,  and  there- 
fore are  true;  as  true  as  mathe- 
matical demonftration;  but  known 
to  be  true  only  to  thofe  who  ftudy 
thefe  things. 

But  beSdes  rtal,  there  is  alib 

Mppartjrt  truth,  or  opinion,  or  pre- 

j  udice.    With  regard  to  real  truth 

l  3  when 


more  fluctuating,  and  as  having 
lefs  folid  foundations,  than  we 
mail  find,  upon  examination,  they 
really  have. 

The  common  faying?  that  tafte* 
are  not  te  be  difpttted,  owes  its  influ- 
ence, and  its  general  reception,  to 
the  fame  error  which  leads  us  to 
imagine  it  of  too  high  original  to 
fubmit  to  the  authority  of  an 
earthly  tribunal.  It  will  like  wife 
correfpond  with  the  notions  of  thofe 
who  confider  it  as  a  mere  phantom 
of  the  imagination,  fo  devoid  of 
fub fiance  as  to  elude  all  criticifm. 

We  often  appear  to  differ  in.  fen- 
tinvents  from  each  other,  merely 
from  the  inaccuracy  of  terms, 'as 
we  are  not  obliged  toTpeak  always" 
with  critical  exactnefs.  Something 
of  this  too  may  arife  from  want  of  ' 
words  in  the  language  to  exprefs 
the  more  nice  discriminations 
which  a  deep  investigation  difco- 
vers.  A  great  deal  however  of 
this  difference  vanifhes,  when  each 
opinion  is  tolerably  explained  and 
underitood  by  conftancy  and  pre- 
cision in  the  ufe  of  terms. 

We  apply  the  term  tafte  to  that 
act  of  the  mind  by  which  we  like  or 
dill  ike,  whatever  be  the  fubject. 
Our  judgement  upon  an  airy  no- 
thing, a  fancy  which  has  no  foun- 
dation, is  called  by  the  fame  name 
which  we  give  to  our  determination 
concerning  thofe  truths  which  refer 
to  the  mod  general  and  moft  unal- 
terable principles  of  human  nature, 
to  works  which  are  only  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  greateft  efforts  of  the 
human  undei Handing.  However 
inconvenient  this  may  be,  we  are 
obliged  to  take  words  as  we  find 
them  ;  all  we  can  do  is  to  diftin- 
guifh  the  things  to  which  they  are 
applied. 
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when  it  is  known,  the  tafte  which 
conforms  to  it,  is,  and  mull  be, 
uniform.  With  regard  to  the  fe- 
cond  fort  of  truth,  which  may  be 
called  truth  upon  fufFerance,  or 
truth  by  courtefy,  it  is  not  fixed,  but 
variable.  However,  whilft  thefe 
opinions  and  prejudices,  on  which 
it  is  founded,  continue,  they  ope- 
rate as  truth  ;  and  the  art,  whofe 
office  it  is  to  pleafe  the  mind,  as 
well  as  inftrucl  it,  muft  direct  itfelf 
according  to  opinion,  or  it  will  not 
attain  its  end. 

In  proportion  as  thefe  prejudices 
are  known  to  be  generally  diffuf- 
ed,  or  long  received,  the  tafte 
which  conforms  to  them  approaches 
nearer  to  cetainty,  and  to  a  fort  of 
refemblance  to  real  fcience,  even 
where  opinions  are  found  to  be  no 
better  than  prejudices.  And  fince 
they  deferve,  on  account  of  their 
duration  and  extent,  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  really  true,  they  become 
capable  of  no  fmall  degree  of  lia- 
bility and  determination  "by  their 
permanent  and  uniform  nature. 

I  (hall  now  fay  fomething  on 
that  part  of  tafte,  which,  as  I  have 
hinted  to  you  before,  does  not  be- 
'  long  (o  much  to  the  external  form 
of  things,  but  is  add  re  fled  to  the 
mind,  and  depends  on  its  original 
frame,  or,  to  ufe  the  expreffion, 
the  organization  of  the  foul ;  I 
mean  the  imagination  and  the  paf- 
fions.  The  principles  of  thefe  are 
are  as  invariable  as  the  former,  and 
are  to  be  known  and  reafoned  up- 
on in  the  fame  manner,  by  an  ap- 
peal to  common  fenfe  deciding 
upon  the  common  feelings  of  man- 
kind. This  fenfe,  and  thefe  feel- 
ings, appear  to  me  of  equal  au- 
thority, and  equally  conclufive, 


Now  this  appeal  implies  a  ge- 
neral uniformity  and  agreement  in 
the  minds  of  men.  It  would  be 
elfe  an  idle  and  vain  endeavour  to 
eftablifh  rules  of  art ;  it  would  be 
purfuing  a  phantom  to  attempt  to 
move  affections  with  which  we 
were  entirely  unacquainted.  We 
have  no  reafon  to  fufped  there  is 
a  greater  difference  between  our 
minds  than  between  our  forms,  of 
which,  though  there  are  no  two 
alike,  yet  there  is  a  general  fimi- 
litude  that  goes  through  the  whole 
race  of  mankind  ;  and  tbofe  who 
have  cultivated  their  tafte  can  dif- 
tinguifh  what  is  beautiful  or  de- 
formed, or,  in  other  words,  what 
agrees  or  what  deviates  from  the 
general  idea  of  nature,  in  one  cafe, 
as  well  as  in  the  other. 

The  internal  fabric  of  our  mind, 
as  well  as  the  external  form  of  our 
bodies,  being  nearly  uniform  ;  it 
feems  then  to  follow  of  courfe, 
that  as  the  imagination  is  incapa- 
ble of  producing  any  thing  origi- 
nally of  itfelf,  and  can  only  vary 
and  combine  thefe  ideas  with  which, 
it  is  furnifhed  by  means  of  the 
fenfe*,  there  will  be  of  courfe  an 
agreement  in  the  imaginations  as 
in  the  fenfes  of  men.  There  being 
this  agreement,  it  follows,  that  in 
all  cafes,  in  our  lighted  am  ufe - 
ments,  as  well  as  in  our  moft  fcri- 
ous  actions  and  engagements  of 
life,  we  mud  regulate  our  affec- 
tions of  every  kind  by  that  of 
others.  The  well-difciplined  mind , 
acknowledges  this  authority,  and 
fubmits  its  own  opinion  to  the  pub* 
lie  voice. 

It  is  from  knowing  what  are  the 
general  feelings  and  paffions  of 
mankind,  that  we  acquire  a  true 
idea    of   what    imagination     is  ; 

though 
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This  fubmiffion  tb  others  it  ft 
deference  which  we  owe,  tfnd  in- * 
deed  are  forced  involuntarily  to' 
pay.    In  fad,  we  are  never  iati*- 
ned  with  our  opinions  till  they  arc 
ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  fuf* 
frages  of  the  reft  of  mankind .  We  - 
difpute  and  wrangle  for  ever ;  wo 
endeavour  to  get  men  to  come  to 
us,  when  we  do  not  go  to  them. 

He  therefore  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  works,  which  have  pleafed ' 
different  ages  and  different  coun- ' 
tries,  and  has  formed  his  opinion1 
on  them,  has.  more  materials,  and' 
more  means  of  knowing  what  it'  . 
analogous  to  the  mind  of  man, 
than  Tie  who  is  tonverfant  only  * 
with  the  works  of  his  own  age  or- ' 
country,    What  has  pleafed,  and 


though  it  appears  as  if  we  had  no- 
thing to  do  but  to  confult  our  own 
particular  fenfations,  and  thefe 
were  fufficient  to  enfure  us  from 
all  error  and  miftake. 

A  knowledge  of  the  difpoiition 
and  character  of  the  human  mind 
can  be  acquired  only  by  experi- 
ence :  a  great  deal  will  be  learned, 
I  admit,  by  a  habit  of  examining 
what  pa/Fes  in  our  bofoms,  what 
are  our  own  motives  of  a&ion,  and 
of  what  kind  of  fentiments  we  are 
confeious  on  any  occafion.  We 
may  fuppofe  an  uniformity,  and 
conclude  that  the  fame  effe£i  will 
be  produced  by  the  fame  caufe  in 
the  minds  of  others.  This  exami- 
nation will  contribute  to  fuggeft  to 
us  matters  of  enquiry ;  but  we  can 
never  be  Aire  that  our  own  fenfa- 
tions are  true  and  right,  till  they 
are  confirmed  by  more  extenfive 
obfervation. 

One  man  oppoiing  another  de- 
termines nothing;  but  a  general 
union  of  minds,  like  a  general 
combination  of  the  forces  of  all 
mankind,  makes  a  ilrength  that  is 
irrefiftible.  In  fadt,.  as  he  who 
does  not  know  himfelf  does  not 
know  others,  fo  it  may  be  faid 
with  equal  truth,  that  he  who  does 
not  know  others,  knows  himfelf 
but  very  imperfectly. 

A  man  wno  thinks  he  is  guard- 
ing himfelf  again  ft  prejudices  by 
refilling  the  authority  of  others, 
leaves  open  every  avenue  to  Angu- 
larity, vanity,  felf-cooceit,  obfti- 
nacy,  and  many  other  vices,  all 
tending  to  warp  the  judgment, 
and  prevent  the  natural  operation 
of  his  faculties. 


continues  to  pleafe,  is  likely  to1 
pleafe  again  :  hence  are  derived 
the  roles  of  art,  and  on  this  im- . 
movable  foundation  they  mut  ever 
Hand. 

This  fearch  and  ftudy  of  the- 
hiftory  of  the  mind  ought  not  to 
be  confined  to  one  art  only.  It  is  by 
the  analogy  that  one  art  bears  to 
another,  that  many  things  are  as- 
certained, which  either  were  bat 
faintly  feen,  or,  perhaps,  would' 
not  have  been  discovered  at  all,' 
if  the  inventor  had  not  received 
the  fir  ft  hints  from  the  practice*  of 
a  fifter  art  on  a  fimilar  occafion  *• 
The  frequent  allufions  which  every 
man  who  treats  of  any  art  is  oblig- 
ed to  draw  from  others  in  order  to 
ill  ultra te  and  confirm  his  princi- 
ples, fufficiently  fhew  their  near 
connexion  and  inseparable  rela- 
tion. 


s 

*  Nulla  ars,  non  alterius  artis,  aut  mater,  aut  propinqua  eft.    ' 

Tertvll.  as  cited  by  Junius.  . 


w 


All 
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Al!  arts  having  the  fame  general 
end,  which  is  to  pleafe,  and  ad- 
dr tiling  themfelvcs  to  the  fame  fa- 
culties through  the  medium  of  the 
fenfes,  it  follows  that  their  rules 
and  principles  mud  have  as  great 
affinity  as  the  different  marerials 
and  the  different  organs  or  vehicles 
by  which  they  pals  to  the  mind, 
wiil  permit  them  to  retain  *. 

We  may  therefore  conclude,  that 
the  real  fubftance,  as  it  may  be 
calhd,  of  what  goes  under  the 
name  of  tafle,  is  fixed  and  efta- 
biifhed  in  the  nature  of  things  ; 
that  there  are  certain  and  regular 
caufes  by  which  the  imagination 
and  pafiions  of  men  are  affected  ; 
and  that  the  knowledge  of  thefe 
caufes  is  acquired  by  a  laborious 
and  diligent  investigation  of  na- 
ture, and  by  the  fame  flow  pro- 
gress as  wifdom  or  knowledge  of 
every  kind,  however  initantaneous 
its  operations  may  appear  when  thus 
acquired. 

It  has  been  often  obferved,  that 
the  good  and  virtuous  man  alone 
can  acquire  this  true  or  juft  relifh 
even  of  works  of  art.  This  opi- 
nion will  not  appear  entirely  with- 
out foundation,  when  we  coniider 
that  the  fame  habit  of  mind  which 
is  acquired  by  our  fearch  after 
truth  in  the  more  ferious  duties  of 
life,  is  only  transferred  to  the  pur- 
fuit  of  lighter  amufements.  The 
fame  difpofition,  the  fame  define 
to  find  fomething  fteady,  fubltan- 
tial  and  durable,  on  which  the 
mind  can  lean,  as  it  were,  and  reft 
with  fafety.  The  fubjecl  only  is 
changed.     We   purfue   the    fame 
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method  in  our  fearch  after  the  i< 
of  beauty  and  perfection  in  each  ; 
of  virtue,  by  looking  forward  be* 
yond  ourfelves  to  ibciety,  and  to 
the  whole;  of  arts,  by  extending 
our  views  in  the  fame  maojKr  to 
all  ages  and  all  times. 

Every  art,  like  our  own,  has  in 
its  compofition  fluctuating  as  well 
as  fixed  principles.  It  it  an  atten- 
tive enquiry  into  their  difference 
that  will  enable  us  to  determine . 
how  for  we  are  influenced  by  caf- 
tom  and  habit,  and  what  if  fixed 
in  the  nature  of  things* 

To  diflinguifh  how  mack  has 
folid  foundation,  we  may  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  fame  proof  by  which 
fome  hold  wit  ought  to  be  tried  ; 
whether  it  preferves  itfelf  when 
tran flared.  That  wit  is  falie  which 
can  fublift  only  in  one  language  j 
and  that  picture  which  pleafes  only 
one  age  or  one  nation,  owea  ita 
reception  to  fome  local  or  acci* 
dental  aflbciation  of  ideas. 

We  may  apply  this  to  fytry 
cuftom  and  habit  of  life*     Thus 


the  general  principles  of  nrl 
polhenefs,  or  civility,  have  been: 
ever  the  fame  in  all  nations  |  but 
the  mode  in  which  they  are  dref* 
(td  is  continually  varying*  The 
general  idea  of  (hewing  raped  ia 
by  making  yourfelf  lefs  ;  but  the 
manner,  whether  by  bowing  the 
body,  kneeling,  proftration,  pol- 
ling off  the  upper  part  of  our 
drefs,  or  taking  away  the  lower +, 
is  a  matter  of  habit.  It  would  be 
unjuft  to  conclude  that  all  orna- 
ments, becaufe  they  were  at  firm 
arbitrarily  contrived,  are  therefore 

*  Omr.cs  artcs  quae  ad  humanitatem  pertinent,  habent  quoddam  commune 
vinculum,  et  quali  cognationc  inter  fe  continentur.  Cicero. 

f  Put  off  thy  fhoes  from  off  thy  feet ;  for  the  place  whereon  thou  ftandeft 
is  holy  ground.  Exooys,  chap.  iii.  5. 

undeferving 
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undeserving  Nof  our  attention  ;  on 

the  contrary,  he  who  negle&s  the 
cultivation  of  thofe  ornaments,  ads 
contrarily  to  nature  and  reafoin. 
As  life  would  be  imperfect  without 
its  higheft  ornaments  the  Arts,  fa 
theft?  arts  them fe Ives  would  be  im- 
perfect without  their  ornaments. 

Though  we  by  no  means  ought 
to  rank  thefe  with  pofitive  and 
fubftantial  beauties,  yet  it  muft  be 
allowed  that  a  knowledge  of  both 
is  effentially  requifite  towards  fbr- 
ming  a  complete,  whole  and  per- 
fect tafte.  It  is  in  reality  from 
the  ornaments  that  arts  receive 
their  peculiar  character  and  com- 
plexion ;  we  may  add,  that  in 
them  we  find  the  cbara&eriftical 
mark  of  a  national  tafte,  as  by 
throwing  up  a  feather  in  the  air, 
we  know  which  way  the  wind 
blows,  better  than  by  a  more  heavy 
matter. 

The  (biking  diftin&ion  between 
the  works  of  the  Roman,  Bolog- 
nian  and  Venetian  fchools,  confifts 
more  in  that  general  effect  which 
is  produced  by  colours,  than  in 
the  more  profound  excellencies  of 
the  art ;  at  leaft  it  is  from  thence 
that  each  is  diftinguifhed  and 
known  at  fir  ft  fight.  As  it  is  the 
ornaments,  rather  than  the  pro- 
portions of  architecture,  which  at 
the  fir  ft  glance  diftinguifh  the  dif- 
ferent orders  from  each  other; 
the  Doric  is  known  by  its  triglyphs, 
the  Ionic  by  its  volutes,  and  the 
Corinthian  by  its  acanthus. 

Tafte  in  drefs  is  certainly  one 
of  the  low  eft  fubjecls  to  which  this 
word  is  applied  ;  yet  there  is  a 
right  even  here,  however  narrow 
its  foundation  refpecling  the  fa- 
fhion  of  any  particular  nation. 
But  we  have  dill  more  flender 
means  of  determining,  in  regard 


to  the  different  cuftotM  of  dUfrn 
rent  ages  or  countries,  to  wUok  u* 
give  the  preference,  fince  them 
feem  to  be  all  equally  removed 
from  nature. 

If  an  European,  .when  be  km 
cut  off  hia  beard,  and  put  falfe 
hair  on  his  head,  or  bound  op  kit 
own  natural  hair  in  regular  knofta> 
as  unlike  nature  as  he  em  Boffibty 
make  it;  and  having  . readerot 
them  immovable  by  the  help  of 
the  fat  of  hogs,  has  covered  the 
whole  with  flour,  laid  on  by  s} 
machine  with  the  utmoft.regnka) 
rity;  if,  when  thus  attired  he  it* 
fues  forth,  he  meets  *  Gfcefokeo 
Indian,  who  has  bellowed  as  modi 
time  at  his  toilet,  and  laid  on  wkfc 
equal  care  and  attention  his  yentafcr 
and  red  ofcer  on  particular  parts  of 
his  forehead  or  xhetks,  as  M 
judges  jEDoft  becoming;  whoever 
defpites  the  other  for  this  atten* 
tion  to  the  fafliionof  his  country* 
which  ever  of  thefe  two  firft  feeb 
himfelf  provoked  to  laugh,  is  the 
barbarian. 

All  thefe  falhions  are  very  innot 
cent,  neither  worth  diiquifition,  nor 
any  endeavour  to  alter  them,  an 
the  change  would,  in  all  probabi* 
lity,  be  equally  diftant  from  no* 
ture.  The  only  tircumftancee 
againft  which  indignation  may  - 
reafonably  be  moved,  is  where  the 
operation  is  painful  or  deftrodivo 
of  health,  fuch  as  is  pra&ifed  at 
Otahaiti*.  and  the  ftratt  lacing  of 
the  Engliih  ladies ;  of  the  laft  of* 
which,  how  deftro&ive  it  muft  be 
to  health  and  long  life,  the  profef- 
for  of  anatomy  took  an  opportu- 
nity of  proving  a  few  days  fince  io 
this  Academy. 

It  is  in  drtft  as  in  things  of 
greater    confequence.      Fashions v 
originate  from  thole  only  who  have 

iht 
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the  high  and  powerful  advantages  the  fame  purpofe.     The  great  va> 

of  rank,  birth,  and  fortune.     As  riety  of  excellent    portnuu   with 

many  of  the   ornaments  of  art,  which  Vandyke  has  enriched-  this 

thofe  at  If  aft  for  which  no  reafon  nation,  we  are  not  content  to  ad- 

can  be  given,  are  transmitted  to  mire  for,  their  real  excellence,   hot 

ns,  are  adopted,  and  acquire  their  extend  oar  approbation   even   to 

confluence  from  the  company  in  the  drefs  which  happened   to  be 

which  we  have  been  ufed  to  fee  the  fafhion  of  that  age.     We  all 

them.     As  Greece  and  Rome  are  very  well  remember  how  common 

the  fountains  from   whence  have  it  was  a  few  years  ago  for  portraits 

flowed  all  kinds  of  excellence,  to  to  be  drawn  in  this  Gothic  dreft, 

that  veneration  which  they  have  a  and  this  cuftom  is  not  yet  entirety 

right  to  claim  for  the  pleafure  and  laid  afide.     By  this  means  it  muffc 

knowledge  which    they   have  af-  be    acknowledged    very  ordinary 

forded  us,  we  voluntarily  add  our  pictures  acquired  fomething  of  the 

approbation    of   every    ornament  air  and  effed  of  the  works  of  Van* 

and  every  cuftom  that  belonged  to  dyke,   and  appeared  therefore  at 

them,  even  to  the  fafhion  of  their  firft  fight  to  be  better  pictures  than 

drefs.     For  it  may  be  obferved  they  really  were ;  they  appeared 

that,    not  fatisfied   with   them  in  fo,  however,   to  thole  only  who 

their  own  place,  we  make  no  dif-  had  the  means  of  making,  this  af- 

ficulty  of  drefTing  ftatues  of  modern  fociation,  for  when  made,  it  was 

heroes  or  fenators  in  the  fafhion  of  irrefiflible.     But  this  afTociation  is 

the   Roman   armour  or    peaceful  nature,  and  refers  to  that  fecoo- 

robe,  we  go  fo  far  as  hardly  to  bear  dary  truth  that  conies  from  con- 

a  ftatue  in  any  other  drapery.  formity  to  general  prejudice  and 

The  figures  of  the  great  men  of  opinion  ;  it  is  therefore  not  merely 

thofe  nations  have  come  down  to  fantaftical.     Befides  the  prejudice 

us  in  fculpture.     In  fculpture  re-  which  we  have  in  favour  of  antient 

main  almoft  all  the  excellent  fpe-  drefTes,  there  may  be  like  wife  other 

ciir.ens  of  ancient  art.     We  have  reafons,   amongft  which  we  may 

fo  far  afTociated    perfonal  dignity  juftly  rank  the  fimplicity  of  them, 

to    the   perfons  thus  reprefented,  confiding  of  little  more  than  one 

and  the  truth  of  art  to  their  man-  fingle  piece  of  drapery,   without 

ner  of  reprefentation,  that  it  is  not  thofe   whimfical  capricious   forms 

in  our  power  any  longer  to  feparate  by  which  all  other  drefTes  are  em- 

them.    This  is  not  fo  in  painting  ;  barrafTtd. 

becaufe  having  no  excellent  antient  Thus,   though    it  is   from   the 

portraits,  that  connection  was  never  prejudice  we  have  in  favonr  of  the 

formed.    Indeed  we  could  no  more  antients,  who  have  taught  us  ar* 

venture  to  paint  a  general  officer  chite&ure,  that  we  have  adopted 

in  a  Roman   military  habit,  than  likewife    their    ornaments;     and 

we  could  make  a  ftatue  in  the  pre-  though  we  are  fatisfied  that  neither 

fent  uniform.     But  fince  we  have  nature  nor  reafon  are  the  founda- 


no  antient  portraits,  to  fhew  how  tion  of  thofe  beauties   which 

ready  we  are  to  adopt  thofe  kind  imagine  we  fee  in  that  art,  yet  if 

of  prejudices,  we  make  the  beft  any  one   perfuaded  of  this  truth 

authority  among  the  moderns  feive  fhould  therefore  invent  new  orders 

if 
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of  equal  beauty,  which  we  will  paint  her  in  the  modem  drefs,  {he 

fuppofe  to  be  poflibje,   yet  they  familiarity  of  which'  alone  is  fofc 

would  not  pleafe,  nor  ought  he  to  ficient  to  deftroy  all  dignity.    Ife 

complain,  fince  the  old  has  that  takes  care  that  his  wow  fhall  ejaft- 

great  advantage  of  having  cuftom  refpond  to  thofe  ideas  and  that 

and  prejudice  on  its  fide.     In  this  imagination  which'  he  ftnows  wity 

cafe  we  leave  what  has  every  pre-  regulate  the  judgment  of  other*;  . 

judice  in  its  favour,  to  take  that  and  therefore   drefles   his  iigfjHk 

which  will  have  no  advantage  over  fomethieg  with  the  general  ttf  *f 

what  we  have  left,  but  novelty,  the  antique  for  the1  fake  of  ifo-  ' 

which  foon  deftroys  itfelf,  and  at  nity,  and  preferves  foniethiifr  •*»? 

any  rate  is  but  a  weak  antagonift  the  modern  for  the  fake  of  nfcs*> 


again  ft  cuftom.  nefs.     By  this  conduct  his 

Thefe    ornaments    having    the  correfpond  with'  thofe  prejudices 

right  of  poffeflion,  ought  not  to  which  we  have  in  favour*  of  w&at 

be  removed,  but  to  make  room  for  we  continually  fee ;  and  the 


not  only  what  has  higher  pre  ten-  of  the  antique  fimplicity, 

fions,  but  fuch  pretentions  as  will  fponds  with  what  we  may  call  thfc 
balance  the   evil    and    con fufion  i  more  learned  and  fcientifc  prejsi* 

which   innovation    always  brings  dice.         '      . 

with  it.  There  was  a  ftatut  made  mat 

To  this  we  may  add,  even  the  long  fince  of  Voltaire,  which  the 

durability  of  the  materials  will  of-  fculptor,  not  having  that  refpoft 

ten  contribute  to  give  a  fuperiority  for    the   prejudices'  of  manldtd 

to  one  object  over  another.    Orna-  which  ht  ought  to  have*  has  made 

ments  in   buildings,  with  which  entirely   naked,    and  as   meagre 

tafte  is  principally  concerned,  are  and  emaciated  as  the  original  is 

compofed  of  materials  which  laffc  faid  to  be.    The  confequence  Is 

longer  than  thofe  of  which  drefs  what  might  be  expected ;  it  has 

is  compofed ;   it  therefore  makes  remained  in  the  ftculptor's  (hop, 

higher  pretentions  to  our  favour,  though  it  was  intended' as  a  pub** 

and  prejudice.  lie  ornament  and  a  public  honour 

Some  attention  is  furely  required  to  Voltaire,  as  it  was  procured  at 

to  what  we  can  no  more  get  rid  of  the  expence  of  his  cotemporary 

than  we  can  go  out  of  ourfelves.  wits  and  admirers. 

We   are   creatures  of  prejudice ;  Whoever  would  reform  a  na- 

we  neither  can  nor  ought  to  eradi-  tion,  fuppofing  a  bad  tafte  to  pre- 

cate  it;   we  mull  only  regulate  it  vail  in  it,  will  not  accomplifh  his 

by   reafon,    which   regulation   by  purpofe  by  going  directly  againft 

reafon  is  indeed  little  more  than  the    ftream    of   thejr   prejudices, 

obliging  the  lefTer,  the  local  and  Men's  minds  mail  be  prepared  to 

temporary  prejudices,  to  give  way  receive  what  is  new  to  them.   Re- 

to  thofe  which  are  more  durable  formation  is  a  work  of  time.     A 

and  lading.  national  tafte,  however  wrong  it 

He  therefore  who  in  his  practice  may  be,  cannot  be  totally  chang- 

of  portrait  painting  wifhes  to  die-  ed  at  once  ;  we  muft  yield  a  little 

nify  his   fubject,    which   we  will  to    the,    prepofleffion    which    has 

fuppofe  to  be  a  Lady,   will  not  taken  hold  on  the  mind,  and  we 

inay 
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is  between  the  feveral  counties  of    unlefs  by  fraud  and  rapine,  with- 
England;   (o  would  all,  by  mu-    outgiving  the  produce  •/ •mr  land 


or  our  induftry  in  exchange  for 
them.  If  we  have  mines  of  gold 
and  filver,  gold  and  filver  may 
then  be  called  the  produce  of  oar 
land :  if  we  have  not,  we  can 
only  fairly  obtain  thofe  metals  by 
giving  for  them  the  produce  of 
our  land  or  induftry.  When  we 
have  them,  they  are  then  only 
that  produce  or  induftry  in  another 
fhape ;  which  we  may*  give,  if 
the  trade  requires  it  and  onr  other 
produce  will  not  fait,  in  exchange 
for  the  prod  ace  of  fome  other 
country  that  furnifhes '  what  we 
have  more  occafion  for,  or  more 
defire.  When  we  have,  to  an  in- 
convenient degree,    parted    with 

hav^fucc«ded  m"«ecutinrth«r    ?u,JF*lim*  6l™>  oar  "doftrjr 
foolilh  law*    for    bedgiug   in   the    ls    «>»»•"«!   .»«**    *>   procure 


tusl  communication,  obtain  more 
enjoyments.  Thofe  counties  do 
not  ruin  each  other  by  trade,  nei- 
ther would  the  nations.  No  na- 
tion was  ever  ruined  by  trade, 
even,  feemingly,  the  molt  disad- 
vantageous. 

Wherever  defirable  fuperfluities 
are  imported,  induftry  is  excited, 
and  thereby  plenty  is  produced. 
Were  only  ncceftarics  permitted  to 
be  purchafed,  men  would  work  no 
more  than  was  neceftary  for  that 
purpofc. 

Of  Prohibitions  with  refpefi  to  the 
Exportation  of  Gold  and  Silver. 

COULD  Spain  and  Portugal 


more ;    that,    by  its  means,   we 
may  contrive  to  procure  the  fame 

advantage. 

Of  Reftraints  upon  Commerce  in  Tim 
of  War. 

WHEN  princes  make  war  by 
prohibiting  commerce,  each  may 
hurt  himfelf  as  much  at  his  ene> 
my.  Traders,  who  by  their  De- 
fine fs  are  promoting  the  common 
good  of  mankind,  as  well  as  far- 

law,  to  prevent  the  neceffity  of  ™'\™j '  ^ermen  -«*»  £•»» 
exporting  that  money,  which  if  for  theu  Ajbfaitence  of  all,  ihould 
they  could  be  thoroughly  execut-     ?ever  >e  interrupted,  or  molefed 


cuck<rw9  as  Locke  calls  it,  and 
have  kept  at  home  all  their  gold 
and  filver,  thofe  metals  would  by 
this  time  have  been  of  little  more 
value  than  fo  much  lead  or  iron. 
Their  plenty  would  have  leflened 
their  value.  We  fee  the  folly  of 
thefc  edidls :  but  are  not  our  own 
prohibitory  and  reftridUve  laws, 
that  arc  profcffedly  made  with  in- 
tention to  bring  a  balance  in  our 
favour  from  our  trade  with  foreign 
nations  to  be  paid  in  money,  and 


ed,  would  make  money  as  plenty, 
and  of  as  little  value  ;  1  fay,  are 
not  fuch  laws  akin  to  thofe  Spanifh 
edifts  ;  follies  of  the  fame  fa- 
mily ? 

Of  the  Returns  for  foreign  Ar tides, 

IN    faft,    the  produce  of  other 
countries  can  hardly  be  obtained. 


in  their  bufinefs  ;  but  enjoy  the 
protection  of  all  in  the  time  of 
war,  as  well  as  in  time  of  peace. 

This  policy,  thofe  we  are  plea^ 
fed  to  call  Barbarians,  have,  in  a 
great  meafure,  adopted ;  for  the, 
trading  fubjecls  of  any  power, 
with  whom  the  Emperor  of  Mo» 
jocco  may  be  at.  war,  are  not  li- 
able to  capture,  when  within  fight 

of 
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Ruks  fir  a  Club  formerly  v£abU/bd 
id  Philadelphia*.     From  the 
fame* 

* 

Previous  Queftion,  to  it  Amfcuermi 
at  every  Meeting* 

HAVE  you  read  over  theft 
queries  this  morning,  in  6r» 
der  to  confider.  what  you  migfet 
have  to  offer  the  J  onto  touching 
any  one  of  them  ?  viz.  ** 

*'  t.  Have  you  met  with  any 
thing  in  the  author  you  laftrewf, 
remarkable,  or  fuitable  to  lie  com* 
rounicated  to.  the  J  unto  *  jSfcrtictf- 
larly  in  hiftory,  i&Orality,  poetry, 
phytic,  travels,  mechanic  arts,  6? 
other  parts  of  knowledge.  ? 

•  2.  What  new  ftory  have  ydt 
lately  heard  agreeable  fpr,  teluag 
in  converfation  ?  ■"  i 

3.  Hath  any  citizen  in  yorit 
knowledge  failed  in  his  4KJun*ft 
lately,  and  what' have  j*tt  hJJttf 
ofthecaufe? 

4.  Have  you  lately  heard,  of  any 
citizen's  thriving  well,  and:  by 
what  means?- 

5.  Have  you  lately  heard  how 
any  prefent  rich  man,  here  '•* 
elfewhere,  got  his  eftate?  , ' 

6.  Do  you  know  of  any  fellow* 
citizen,  who  has  lately  done  a 
worthy  action,  deferring  pralA 
and  imitation  I  or  who  has  com* 
mitted  an  error  proper  for  us  to  be 
warned  againft  and  avoid? 

7.  What  unhappy  effe&s  of  in- 
temperance have  you  lately  ■  obv 


of  his  land,  going  or  coming; 
and  have  other  wife  free  liberty  to 
trade  and  refide  in  his  dominions.  . 
As  a  maritime  power,  we*  pre- 
fume  it  is  not  thought  right,  that 
Great  Britain  mould  grant  fuch 
freedom,  except  partially;  as  in 
the  cafe  of  war  with  France; 
when  tobacco  is  allowed  to  be 
fent  thither  under  the  fandion  of 
paiTports. 

Exchanges  in  Trade  may  be  gainful 
to  each  Party \ 

IN  tran  factions' of  trade,  it  is 
not  to  be  fuppofed*  that,  like  gam- 
ing, what  one  party  gains  the  other 
muft  neceflarily  lofe.  The  gain  to 
each  may  be  equal.  If  A  has  more 
corn  than  he  can  confume,  but 
wants  cattle ;  and  B  has  more 
cattle,  but  wants  corn,  exchange 
is  gain  to  each  :  hereby  the  com* 
mon  flock  of  comforts  in  life,  it 
increafed. 

Of  Pdfer  Credit. 

IT  is  impoffible  for  government 
to  circumfcribe,  or  fix  the  extent 
of  paper  credit,  which  muft  of 
courfe  fluctuate.  Government  may 
as  well  pretend  to  lay  down  rules 
for  the  operations,  or  the  confi- 
dence of  every  individual  in  the 
courfe  of  his  trade.  Any  feem- 
ing  temporary  evil  arifing,  muft 
naturally  work  its  own  cure.  • 


~  #  This  was  an  early  performance ;  and  carries  along  with  it  an  air  of  angu- 
larity, accompanied  with  fuch  operative  good  fenfe  and  philanthropy,-  as  cha- 
racterizes it  for  Drv Franklin's.  We  are  informed  by  the  editor,  ttatthc  club 
for  which  it  was  written,  was  held  in  Philadelphia  j  and  was  cbrafofed  of 
men  confiderable  for  their  influence  and  difcretion  $  for  though;  the  chief  niea- 
fures  of  Penfylvania  ufually  received  their  firft  formation  in  ibis  club,  it  exu%e4 
for  30  years  without  the  nature  of  its  inftitation  being  publicly  known. 

a  L'     fcnred 
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may  then  brinq  people  to  adopt 
what  would  offend  them/  if  en- 
deavoured to  be  introduced  by 
florin.  When  Eattifto  Franco 
was  employed,  in  conjunction 
with  Titian,  Paul  Veronefe  and 
T  in  tore  t,  to  adorn  the  library  of 
St.  Mark,  his  work,  Vafari  fays, 
gave  lefs  fatisfaclion  than  any  of 
the  others  :  the  dry  manner  of  the 
Roman  fchool  was  very  ill  calcu- 
lated to  pleafe  eyes  that  had  been 
accuftomed  to  the  luxuriancy, 
fplendor  and  richnefs  of  Vene- 
tian colouring.  Had  the  Ro- 
mans been  the  judges  of  this  work, 
probably  the  determination  would 
"  have  been  juft  contrary;  for  in  the 
more  noble  parts  of  the  art,  Bat- 
tilfo  Franco  was  perhaps  not  infe- 
rior to  any  of  his  rivals. 


I'kougbt*  on  Commercial  Subjects. 
From  Dr.  Franklin'/  Political 
Fragments* 

Of  Embargoes  upon  Corn,  and  of  the 

Poor. 

IN  inland  high  countries,  remote 
from  the  fea,  and  whofe  rivers 
are  fm«llt  running  from  the  coun- 
try, and  not  to  it,  as  is  the  cafe  of 
Switzerland  ;  great  diftrefs  may 
arife  from  a  courfeof  bad  harvefts, 
if  public  granaries  are  not  provid- 
ed, and  kept  well  Horcd.  An- 
ciently too,  before  navigation  was 
fo  general,  fhips  fo  plenty,  and 
commercial  connections  fo  well 
fi&abliihed ;  even  maritime  coun- 
tries might  be  occafjonally  diilref- 
fed  by  bad  crops.  But  fuel)  is  now 
the  facility  of  communication  be- 
tween thofe  countries,  that  an  un- 
reltrained  commerce  can  fcarce 
ever  fail  of  procuring  a  fuificiency 
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for  any  of  them.  If  indeed  any 
government  is  fo  imprudent,  as  to 
lay  its  hands  on  imported  corn* 
forbid  its  exportation,  or  compel 
its  fale  at  limited  prices  ;  there 
the  people  may  fuffer  fome  famine 
from  merchants  avoiding  their 
ports.  But  wherever  commerce  is 
known  to  be  always  free,  and  the 
merchant  abfolute  matter  of 'his 
commodity,  as  in  Holland,  there 
will  always  be  a  reafonable  fupply. 
When  an  exportation  or  corn 
takes  place,  occaiioned  by  a 
higher  price  in  fome  foreign 
countries,  it  is  common  to  raife  a 
clamour,  on  the  fuppofition  that 
we  (hall  thereby  produce  a  domes- 
tic famine.  Then  follows  a  pro- 
hibition, founded  on  the  imagi- 
nary diftrefs  of  the  poor,  *  The 
poor,  to  be  fare,  if  in  difbefs, 
mould  be  relieved ;  but  if  the  far* 
mer  could  have  a  high  price  for 
his  corn  from  the  foreign  demand, 
mufl  he  by  a  prohibition  of  expor- 
tation be  compelled  to  take  a  low 
price,  not  of  the  poor  only,  bat 
of  every  one  that  eats  bread,  even 
the  richeit  ?  the  duty  of  relieving 
the  poor  is  incumbent  on  the  rich  ; 
but  by  this  operation  the  whol6 
burden  of  it  is  laid  on  the  farmer, 
who  is  to  relieve  the  rich  at  the 
fame  time.  Of  the  poor  too, 
thofe  who  are  maintained  by  the 
parifhes  have  no  right  to  claim 
this  facrifke  of  the  farmer ;  as, 
while  they  have  their  allowance, 
it  makes  no  difference  to  them, 
whether  bread  be  cheap  or  dear, 
Thofe  working  poor,  who  now 
mind  bufinefs  only  five  or  'four 
days  in  the  week,  if  bread  fhould 
be  fo  dear  as  to  oblige  them  to 
work  the-  whole/*  required  by  the 
commandment,  do  not  feem  to  be 
aggrieved,  fo  as  to  have  a  right 

to 
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to  pubKc  redrefs.  There  will  then 
remain,  comparatively,  only  a 
few  families  in  every  diftidct,  who, 
from  ficknefs  or  a  g*eat  number 
of  children,  will  be  fo  diftrefled  by 
a.  high  price  of  corn,  as  to  need 
relief;  and  thefe  fhoold  be  taken 
care  of  by  particular  benefactions, 
without  regaining  the  farmer's 
profit. 

Thofe  who  ftar,  that  exporta- 
tion may  fo  far  drain  the  ceuatry 
of  corn,  as  to  ftarve  ourfelves,  fear 
what  never  did,  nor  ever  can  hap- 
pen. They  may  as  well,  when 
they  view  the  tide  ebbing  towards 
the  fea,  fear  that  all  the  water 
will  leave  the  river.  The  price 
of  corn,  like  water,  will  find  its 
own  level.  The  more  we  export, 
the  dearer  it  becomes  at  home; 
the  more  is  received  abroad,  the 
.  cheaper  it  becomes  there  ;  and,  as 
foon  as  thefe  prices. are  equal,  the 
exportation  flops  of  courfe.  As 
the  feafons  vary  in  different  coun- 
tries, the  calamity  of  a  bad  har- 
veft  is  never  oniverfal.  If  then, 
all  ports  were  always  open,  and 
all  commerce  free  ;  every  ma- 
ritime country  would  generally 
•eat  bread  at  the  medium  price, 
or  average  of  ail  the  harvefb ; 
which  would  probably  be  more 
equal  than  we  can  make  it  by  our 
artificial  regulations,  and  therefore 
a  more  fteady  encouragement  to 
agriculture.  The  nation  would 
all  have  bread  at  this  middle 
price  ;  and  that  nation,  which  at 
any  time  inhumanly  refufes  to  re- 
lieve the  dtftrefles  of  another  na- 
tion, defer ves  no  companion  when 
in  diftrefs  itfelf. 

Of  the  Effea  of  Dmrnefi  of  JWf- 
font  upon  Wtrking,  *n4  ufon  M&<* 
flufafiurzs* 


THE  •common  people  do  not 
work  for  jpleafure  generally,  bat 
from  neoewty.  Cheapness  of  .pro* 
vifions  makes  them  more  idle  5 
lefs  work  is  then  done,  it  is  them 
more  in  demand  proportionally, 
and  of  courfe  the  price  riset* 
Dearnefs  of  provifions  obliges  the 
manufacturer  to  work  more  „daf» 
and  more  hours ;  tHius  mote  wore 
is  done  than  -equals  the  ufual  de- 
mand ^  of  courfe  it  becomes  chea- 
per,  and  the  manufactures  in  eom% 
fequence. 

Of  an  open  Trade.  , 

PERHAPS,  in  general,  it  woel* 
be  better  if  gentenunent  meddled 
no  farther  with  trade,  than  to  pro- 
tect, it,  and  let  tt  take  its  courfe^ 
Moft  of  the  ftatutea  of  a&s,  edi&a/ 
arrets,  and  placarts  of  parliament*, 
minces,  ana  flakes,  /or  rc^ulatine^ 
directing,  or  retraining  of  tfafc 
.have,  we  think,  been  either  poli- 
tical blunders,  or  jobs  obtained  by 
artful  men  for  private  advantage 
under  pretence  of  public  goosv 
When  Colbert.  afTembled  fome  wife- 
old  merchants  of  France,  anil  dsV 
fired  their  advice  and  opinion  ho«f 
he  could  beft  ferve  and  promote 
commerce ;  their  aniwer,  after 
confultation,  was.  in  three  utofd* 
'Only,  Laffix,  nous  faire;  '  Let  uf 
alone.9 — It  is  faid*  by  a  \cry  foli^ 
.  writer  of  the  fame  nation,  that'  he 
is  well  advanced  in  the  fcience  of 
politics,  who  knows  the  full  force 
of  that  ntaxim*  Pas  trap  gou<uermrt 
•  not  to  govern  too  mu^h  ;  which, 
perhaps,  would  be  of  moie  uie 
when  applied  to  trade,  than  in 
any  other  public  .  concern*  1% 
were  therefore  to  be  wiihed,  that 
commerce  were,  as  free  between 
all  the  nationsvdf  tae**erki>  a*  it 
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is  between  the  feveral  counties  of 
England  ;  fo  would  all,  by  mu- 
tual communication,  obtain  more 
enjoyments.  Thofe  counties  do 
not  ruin  each  other  by  trade,  nei- 
ther would  the  nations.  No  na- 
tion was  ever  ruined  by  trade, 
even,  feemingly,  the  molt  difad- 
vantageous. 

Wherever  de  fir  able  fuperfiuities 
are  imported,  induftry  is  excited, 
and  thereby  plenty  is  produced. 
Were  only  necefTaries  permitted  to 
be  purchafed,  men  would  work  no 
more  than  was  necelTary  for  that 
purpole. 

Of  Prohibitions  ivith  refpeel  to  the 
Exportation  of  Gold  and  Silver. 

COULD  Spain  and  Portugal 
have  fucceeded  in  executing  their 
foolifh  laws  for  hedging  in  the 
cuchrw,  as  Locke  calls  it,  and 
have  kept  at  home  all  their  gold 
and  filver,  thofe  metals  would  by 
this  time  have  been  of  little  more 
value  than  fo  much  lead  or  iron. 
Their  plenty  would  have  leiTened 
their  value.  We  fee  the  folly  of 
thefe  edi&s  :  but  are  not  our  own 
prohibitory  and  reftrictive  laws, 
that  are  pro fe (Ted ly  made  with  in- 
tention to  bring  a  balance  in  our 
favour  from  our  trade  with  foreign 
nations  to  be  paid  in  money,  and 
laws  to  prevent  the  neceftty  of 
exporting  that  money,  which  if 
they  could  be  thoroughly  execut- 
ed, would  make  money  as  plenty, 
and  of  as  little  value  ;  I  fay,  are 
not  fuch  laws  akin  to  thofe  Spanish 
edicts  ;  follies  of  the  fame  fa- 
mily ? 

Of  the  Returns  for  foreign  Articles. 

IN   fa&,    the  produce  of  other 
countries  can  hardly  be  obtained, 


unlefs  by  fraud  and  rapine,  with- 
out giving  the  produce  of  mmr  had 
or  our   induftry  in    exchange   for 
them.     If  we  have  mines  of  gold 
and  filver,  gold  and    filver   may 
then  be  called  the  produce  of  oar 
land :    if  we  have  not,    we   can 
only  fairly  obtain  thofe  metals  by 
giving  for  them   the  produce  of 
our  land  or  induftry.     When  we 
have  them,   they  are   then   only 
that  produce  or  induftry  in  another 
ftiape ;    which  we  may*  give,  if 
the  trade  requires  it  and  our  other 
produce  will  not  fuit,  in  exchange 
for  the  produce  of  fome    other 
country  that  fornilhes '  what   we 
have  more  occafion  for,  or  more 
defirc.     When  we  have,  to  an  in- 
convenient degree,    parted    with 
our  gold  and  filver,  our  induftry 
is    lhmulated    afrefh    to   procure 
more ;    that,    by  its  means,  we 
may  contrive  to  procure  the  fame 
advantage. 

Of  Reftraiuts  upon  Commerce  in  Tim 
of  War. 

WHEN  princes  make  war  by 
prohibiting  commerce,  each  may 
hurt  himfelf  as  much  at  his  ene- 
my. Traders,  who  by  their  bu- 
finefs  are  promoting  the  common 
good  of  mankind,  as  well  as  far- 
mers and  filhermen  who  labour 
for  the  fubliitence  of  all,  fhould 
never  be  interrupted,  or  moleAed 
in  their  bufinefs  ;  but  enjoy  the 
protection  of  all  in  the  time  of 
war,  as  well  as  in  time  of  peace. 

This  policy,  thofe  we  are  plea* 
fed  to  call  Barbarians,  have,  in  a 
great  meafure,  adopted;  for  the 
trading  hibjetb  of  any  power, 
with  whom  the  Emperor  of  Mo- 
iocco  may  be  at  war,  are  not  li- 
able to  capture,  when  within  fight 

of 
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of  his  land,  going  or  coming; 
and  have  otherwife  free  liberty  to 
trade  and  reiide  in  his  dominions.  . 
As  a  maritime  power,  wcpre- 
fume  it  is  not  thought  right,  that 
Great  Britain  fhould  grant  fuch 
freedom,  except  partially;  as  in 
the  cafe  of  war  with  France; 
when    tobacco    is  allowed  to  be 


Rules  fir  a  Club  formerly  wf<Mi/M 
id  Philadelphia  V     Frmm  tin 
fame*  .  -,. 

» 

Previous  Queftion,  to  ft  Aufwtni 
at  every  Meeting* 

HAVE^  you^  read  over   thefe 
queries  this  morning,  in  4tf* 
der  to  confider.  what  you  mifcfct 


fent  thither  under  the  fandion  of    have  to  offer  the  Junto  touching 
paffports.  any  one  0f  them  I  viz.  ;fc* 

•*  i.  Have  you  met  with  an j 
Exchanges  in  Trade  may  be  gainful    thing  in  the  author  yon  laft  reaor, 


to  each  Party. 

■  IN  tran faction s' of  trade,,  it  is 
not  to  be  fuppofed,  that,  like  gam- 
ing, what  one  puny  gains  the  other 
mull  neceflarily  lofe.  The  gain  to 
each  may  be  equal!  If  A  has  more 
corn  than  he  can  confume,  but 
wants  cattle ;  and  B  has  more 
cattle,  but  wants  corn,  exchange 
is  gain  to  each  :  hereby  the  com- 
mon flock  of  comforts  in  life,  it 
increafed. 

Of  Paper  Credit. 

IT  is  impoffible  for  government 
to  circumfcribe,  or  fix  the  extent 
of  paper  credit,  which  muft  of 
courfe  fluctuate.  Government  may 
as  well  pretend  to  lay  down  rules 
for  the  operations,  or  the  confi- 
dence of  every  individual  in  the 
courfe  of  his  trade.  Any  feem- 
ing  temporary  evil  arifing,  muft 
naturally  work  its  own  cure*  • 


remarkable,  or  fuitabfe  to  lie  com- 
municated to  the  Junto?  £artica* 
larly  in  hiftory,  ihdrality,  -poetry, 
phytic,  travels,  mechanic  arts,  or 
other  parts  of  knowledge.     "       i 

2.  What  new  ftory  have1  ytft 
lately  heard  agreeable  fyr,  tetitag 
in,  converfation  ?  -v '     ■•'  i 

3.  Hath  any  citizen  in' youfr 
knowledge  failed  in  his  4itiunelt} 
lately,  and  what  have  ft*  fcdfflt 
of  thecaufe? 

4.  Have  you  lately  heard,  ofany 
citizen's  thriving  well,  and  by 
what  means?- 

5.  Have  you  lately  heard"  how 
any  prefent  rich  man,  here  mt 
elfewhere,  got  his  eftate?         ■ ;" 

6.  Do  you  know  of  any  fellowi 
citizen,  who  has  lately  done  a 
worthy  a&ion,  deferving  pralfk 
and  imitation  i  or  who  has'  com* 
mitted  an  error  proper  for  us  to  bf 
warned  againft  and  avoid? 

7*  What  unhappy  effects  of  in. 
temperance  nave  you  lately*  obv 


*  This  was  an  early  performance ;  and  carries  along  with  it  an. air  or  Angu- 
larity, accompanied  with  fuch  operative  good  fenfe  and  philanthropy^  as  cha- 
racterize* it  for  Drv Franklin**.  We  are  informed  by  the  editor,  tnat  the  club 
for  which  it  was  written,  was  held  in  Philadelphia ;  and  was  combofed  of 
men  confiderable  for  their  influence  and  difcretion  5  for  though/  the  ichief  nfea- 
fures  of  Penfylvania  ufually  received  their  fir  ft  formation  in  this  club,  it  egifte4 
for  30  years  without  the  nature  of  its  inftuorion  being  publicly  knows. 
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fared  or  heard  ?  of  imprudence  ? 
of  paflion  ?  or  of  any  other  vice  or 
folly  ? 

8.  What  happy  effefls  of  tem- 
perance ?  of  prudence  ?  of  mode- 
ration ?  or  of  any  other  l'irtue  ? 

9.  Have  you  or  any  of  your  ac- 
quaintance been  lately  fick  or 
wounded?  If  1b,  what  remedies 
were  uied,  and  what  were  their 
effects  ? 

10.  Who  do  you  know  that  are 
fhortly  going  voyages  or  journies, 
if  one  mould  have  occafion  to  fend 
by  them  ? 

11.  Do  you  think  of  any  thing 
At  prefent,  in  which  the  Junto  may 
be  ferviceable  to  mankind?  to  their 
country,  to  their  friends,  or  to 
themfelveb  ? 

12.  Hath  any  deferving  (banger 
arrived  in  town  fir.ee  laft  meeting, 
that  you  heard  of  ?  and  what  have 
you  heard  or  obferved  of  his  cha- 
racter or  merits  ?  and  whether, 
think  you,  it  lies  in  the  power  of 
the  Junto  to  oblige  him,  or  en- 
courage him  as  he  defcrve"s  ? 

13.  Do  you  know  of  any  de- 
ferving young  beginner  lately  fet 
up,  whom  it  lies  in  the  power  of 
the  Junto  any  way  to  encourage  ? 

14.  Have  you  lately  obierved 
any  defect  in  the  laws  of  your 
c§nntry,  [of]  which  it  would  be 
proper  to  move  the  leg  i  flat  me  for 
an  amendment  ?  or  do  you  know 
of  any  beneficial  law  that  is  want- 
ing? 

15.  Have  you  lately  obierved 
any  encroachment  on  the  juft  liber- 
ties of  the  people  ? 

16.  Hatn  any  body  attacked 
your  reputation  lately?  and.  what 
can  the  Junto  do  towards  fecur- 
ing  it  ? 

17.  Is  there  any  man  whofe 
friendfhip  you   want,   and   which 
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the  Junto,  or  any  of  Attn,   can 
procure  for  you  f 

18.  Have  you  lately  heard  any 
member's  character  attacked,  and 
how  have  you  defended  k  f 

19.  Hath  any  man  injured  yon, 
from  whom  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  Junto  to  procure  redrefe  ? 

20.  In  what  manner  can  the 
Junto,  or  any  of  them,  alfilr.  yov 
in  any  of  your  honourable  deiigas? 

21.  Have  you  any  weighty  af- 
fair in  hand,  in  which  you  thifdc 
the  advice  of  the  junto  may  be  of 
fervice  ? 

22.  Whaf  benefits  have  yon 
lately  received  from  any  aaaa  oot 
prefent? 

23.  Is  there  any  difficulty  ia 
matters  of  opinion,  ofjaftioe,  and 
injuflice,  which  you  would  gladly 
have  difcufled  at  this  time? 

24.  Do  you  fee  any  thing  aaufs 
in  the  prefent  cuftoms  or  proceed* 
ings  of  the  Junto,  whkh  might 
be  amended  ? 

Any  perfon  to  be  qualified,  to 
ftand  up,  and  lay  his  hand  on 
his  breaft,  and  be  aiked  thefe 
queflions;  viz. 

1.  Have  yon  any  particular  d& 
refpect  to  any  prefent  members  ?m 
Anj<wer.     I  have  not. 

2.  Do  you  fmcerely  declare  that 
yon  love  mankind  in  general';  nf 
what  profeffion  or  religion  foeverf 
—jfn/hv.  I  do.  , 

3<  Do  you  think  any  perfon 
ought  to  be  harmed  in  his  body, 
name  or  goods,  for  mere  fpecnla- 
tive  opinions,  or  his  external  way 
ofworfhip? — Ax  fox*  No., 

4.  Do  you  love  truth  for  truth's 
fake,  and  will  you  endeavour  im- 
partially to  find  and  receive  it 
yourfelf  and  communicate  it  to 
others  1—Jnfow.  Yes, 

Obftr*va<* 
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&hfer*v*ticiit  §n  Patriarchal  Gitftomt  much  more    convenient  bgajt '  <jf 

*»</  Mannirs ;  £7  /&  Zfo».  Daijkes  burthen,    in  their   flow  journal 

Barringtom  Over  trafts  of  fultry  dcfertsV     *  '■ 

The  diftance  to  which  the*  fc* 

HAVING  read  the  book  of  moved  muft  have  depended  upoji 

Genefis   lately  with  atten-  their  finding  proper  iubfitence  m 

tion>  I  have  formed  a  fhort  fltetch  '  "                             -        -  -*-- 
of   the   patriarchal    cuftoms    and 
manners,  fome  of  which,  and  more 
particularly  what  relates  tQ  their 
marriages,    I  never  could   at  all 

comprehend  from  the  perufai  of  that  was  contiguous. 

detached  chapters  J  it  need  fcarce-  •  Thefe  wells  were  of  difiefttft. 

]y  be  observed  alfo  that  fuch  cof-  kinds,  and  were  moft'valtUble  V 

toms  and  manners  muft  in  mant  tin   ebullition  tff  the  water  Jto. 

refpefts  differ  front  thofe  of  their  peared,  -when  they  art!  defoibM. 

defendants,  when  they  became  *  as  faring  ntiHirti  at   leaft   foot 

considerable  nation,  and  lived  in  is  the  exprdbon  ill  the  jSegttyfc 

cities.  ?*flt'    though    *<£    *n    OUT    ttjf- 

A  patriarch  pitched  his   tents  Jon* 
where  the  ground  was  unoccupied  Some  of  thefe  wells  had  itej**  ttt 
by  others ;  or>  if  occupied,  where  go  down  into  them,  and  had  be- 
ne was  permitted  to  purchafe ;  as  fides  a' trough  to  receive  the  Water/ 


tbemfelveft  and  their  cattle,  whilft 
the  firft  thing*  neceffaty,  when^hA 
had  fixed  their  fettlemeiit,  wa*  ip 
dig  wells;  which  ad  of  labour  efta- 
bhftied  their  property  In  the  Jiu^t 


in  the  in  (lance  of  Jacob's  procur- 
ing land  from  the  Children  of  Ha- 
mor,  for  an  hundred  pieces  of  mo- 
ney. 

As  the  firft  of  thefe  patriarchs 
(Abraham)  had  318  trained  fer- 
vants,  when  he  affifted  his  nephew 
Lot;  if  we  multiply  318  by  ?, 
according  to  the  common  rule  for 
giving  the  number  of  fouls,  there 
were  probably  15^0  in  this  pa- 
triarchal family :  Efau  alfo  meets 
Jacob  wi$h  400  men. 

Their  cattld  confifted  of  cartels, 
cows,  affes,  fheep*  and  goats;  but 
I  do  not  find  any  mention  of  the 
horfe  in  the  book  of  Gene/is,  ex- 
cept of  the  horfemen  which  came* 
from  Egypt  with  Jofeph*  when  he 
is  to  bury  Jacob;  and,  indeed, 
this  quadruped  confumed  too  much 
provender,  to  be  eafily  furnifhed 

In  fuch  a  country  as  the  land  of    between  the  herdfineo,  in  which. 
Canaan ;  befides  the  camel  was  a    it   does  not  appear   what  arnW 

Vol.  XX1I.  *  JM  wait 


when  brought  up  In  the  pttetap  % 
as,  (itherwlfei  there  would  pqk 
hare  been  a  fufScient  quantity  JqrS 
the  larger  cattle;  and  particularly 
the  camels  i  it  fliould  feem  aljg* 
that  this  labour  was  impdfed  upqk 
the  women,  who  chofe  the  copl 
of  the  evening  for  this  purpoft, 
and  carried  their  pitchers  on  thifr: 
moulders* 

Other  wells  were  covered  witjl 
a  large  ftone,  which  required  feuip* 
ftrength  to  remove  it,  and 
Vented  the  fand  or*  ordure 
being  blown  intp  the  well,  as  al], 
accidents  to  the  cattle,  of  the  eva- 
poration of  this  fd  precious  an  e|e» 
ment  In  fo  patched  a  ctouritry. 
Other  wells  again  htd  a  wall  round 
them,  to  winch  they  planted  vines* 
There  wells  being  V  valuable* 
taqerimes  oceaAdned  c^ntendons 


•  > 
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•*•?«   Hi'.:      kit:    :    ::.- :   rrm    ;i:-i". 

til'-     If**     *ilit      .:f~-ui.:wF     IV-ITTL    V^TTt 

C:j*.-   *►/:.•■    v^r-ii-^ii.    n    wrar .     aiiL 

firr»    mii?rj&:'     ;*-    l*ii    Is~p:L:ii£iir. 
iiiit.  tut  Lii-irrsi    I'unLu'.itn   "run  :u* 


fsr  alii  jnsT 


tut   vj»    f.    :ut    nitifc   aiicmi.    ir 

4-uilMM   ttS't     I::-   V    vf-   !•"«.  H    K- 

£vt.  it:.'..  :L«r.  tr  lu.  minusr  st*- 
*tuv;  art  itfc-ctiK  fir  -iit  ;nsi^tr: . 
<ii«:;  .       ji     jf y.r?-.    "x    unit    t.rt. 


v,  i^-ie  «***.  v^tv.;'ifti  it.  w.*  jia- 

X  14..  It-Vji '  '  U.  A  'jfctt  ?*m- 
£vu'.trC  u  1  -I v  brivt  ~bt  ^ivyr  *tf 
kit  #-m  *,  v  :.!.-•■*  ix*t  fLac?  i«f  t 
turn,   u-^d  *   vur   ASa/jz    :.ri^- 

Aft/J^',   i.t    Is    i".i  •.*    *;/:  T}    i'.z 

*tf  +y?rt£&L  -tttct  v,  is;--.1' 
e£vv  \*   fv.f.  t-t  ia. 


1' 


fri 


•c-s  Lrfyiu'sii}  ;  fa  Abrtlars  id- 

fljbd    fc;-*i    Li"&lf  tbtir  firisz:. 

th  *\r  (**i,  *LH5  StriA  preptret 
lit  f^rti.^f  w4  Abrihaa  prccuxes 
a  c*-Y,  b  ;:f^f,  ac-d  milk  for  them, 
tkki'.&  './«ty  «*t  tifiid^r  liic  (bade  of 
a  tree,  a^d  Abnhtm  waiu  upon 
tjb«m  An:\n%  their  T*yz!L*  If  the 
Arf:£tr  ui\ cited  wm  viitl^  thty 


-  us  r^.rrj 

USp:    oilier    tr    Hie 

nqm:     a:  ijroL, 


tc  fa:  nraci  , 
flippi  im>r  inr  &  a 
sl;  jx  zui  infamy  s  1 


s^r.       Lie  tianr  sub 


uf  vnlct  was  eosziirigeji  if 

ptl£l.*r    giWTRI      [SDS| 

tx  f»«p*-  i«rr 
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pcttc  "  rcri  13  ©pea  aac 

••  weeb:"*  ai»d  cpom 

x  chile  "  Gai  Lidb  tslaeB 

*r  ier  rrrrotri-**  Tbsbuefdak 

rit   Mt£u   xs^t  be 


fros  thea,  £&ig£i  pofibif 
bsic  <Lfo  to  tkis  ib  very  ear 
Ere  of  becrcsisg  a  inoJier. 

In  ibeir  marriages  (fioai  dtt 
tijae  cf  Iiaac  21  !«£)•  k  kai 
to  hive  2iH*p  been  milked  that 
the  bride  ibouid  iiie  at  a  diftaa^e 

from 
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from  the  patriarchal  residence,  bat 
that  (he  fhould  be  related,  and  par- 
ticularly a  firft  coufin. 

The  firft  requifite  probably  arofe 
from  the  danger  of  early  inceft  in 
the  patriarch's  own  family;  and 
the  fecond,  from  apprehenfions  of 
difagreement  between  the  hufband 
and  wife,  after  the  in  trod  action  of 
circumcifion,  which  the  wife  might 
probably  have  oppofed,  when  her 
new-born  infant  was  but  eight 
days  old,  unlefs  fhe  was  in  fome 
meafure  defcended  from  Abraham 
the  introducer  of  this  practice.  - 

We  find  accordingly  that  Zi- 
porah,  who  was  a  Midianite,  and 
married  to  Mofes,  had  delayed 
this  operation  fo  long,  that  he  is 
threatened  with  death  by  an  an- 
gel ;  upon  which  the  mother  com- 
plies indeed,  but  reproaches  Mofes 
twice  with  being  a  bloody  hufband 
to  her  on  this  account.  Jacob's 
fons  like  wife  for  the  fame  reafon 
declare,  that  they  will  not  marry 
the  daughters  of  the  Schechemites, 
till  circumcifion  is  fubmitted  to  by 
all  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Shechem. 

It  was  allowed  to  marry  at  leaft 
two  wives  though  fillers ;  but  as 
both  of  thefe  might  prove  barren, 
we  find  that  in  the  inftance  of  Ra- 
chel and  Leah,  they  received  from 
their  father  two  handmaids,  in 
whom  they  continued  to  have  fuch 
abfolute  property,  that  if  they  be- 
llowed them  upon  their  hufbands 
in  marriage,  the  children  which 
they  bore  were  in  a  manner  confi- 
dered  as  their  own,  whilft  to  make 
them  more  completely  fo,  the 
handmaid  was  delivered  upon  the 
knees  of  her  miftrefs :  €C  Go  in 
"  unto  her,  and  fhe  fhall  bear 
"  upon  my  knees,   that  J  may 


*'  have  alio  children  by  her." 
Gen.  xxx.  It  feems  to  me  that 
what  I  have  fuggefted  is  fairly  to 
be  inferred  from  thefe  words; 
and  I  have  been  informed  by  ft 
learned  friend,  that  -  fome  years 
paft  it  was  not  uncommon  in  many 
parts  of  England,  for  the  grand- 
daughter toT>e  delivered  upon  the 
knees  not  cinjy  of  the  grand -mo- 
ther, but  die  grand-father.  The 
hufband  often  alio  places  the  wife 
upon  his  knees  for  this  fame  par- 
pofe,  amongft  the  lower  dais  rf 
peafants  bom  in  Pruffia  and  Lap- 
land. 

Though  the  handmaid's  chil- 
dren were  therefore  confidered  as 
legitimate,  yet  fhe  and  Her  off-. 
fpring  feem  to  have  continueif 
under  the  power  of  the  miftrefs, 
for  Sarah  infifts  upon  Hagar  be- 
ing fent  with  her  child  into  the 
defert,  which  Abraham  cannot  ojp- 
pofe,  though  he  wifhes  to  do  fo* 
and  fuch  a  maid  is  therefore  fome- 
times  ftiled  a  bond-woman. 

Whilft  the  miftrefs  however  was 
fatisfied  with  her  hand-maid's  be- 
haviour, both  fhe  and  her  children 
were  treated  nearly  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  wife  and  her  chil- 
dren would  have  been.  Thus  Jo- 
feph  the  fon  of  Rachel  keeps  fheep 
with  the  fons  of  Bilhah  and  ZU<- 
pah,  (who  were  handmaids  *  to 
Rachel  and  Leah)  and  the  only 
reafon  given  for  Jacob's  preferring 
Tofeph  is,  that  he  was  the  fon  of 
his  old  age.  The  brothers  al(b 
refent  Jofeph's  conceiving  from  his 
dream,  that  .he  fhould  nave  any 
fuperiority  over  them.  .  Thus  Ja- 
cob likewife  with  his  two  wives 
and  their  handmaids,  and  his  ele- 
ven fons,  advance  by  themfelvea 
when  he  is  approaching  Efao  un- 

Ma  dtr 
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der  appreheniions  that  he  (hall 
not  be  well  received,  whilir.  he  is 
preceded  by  other  parts  of  his 
train,  whofe  lives  are  cot  fo  pre- 
cious to  him. 

It  ihould  kern,  indeed,  that  there 
was  iomc  fort  of  diilir.&ion  be- 
tween the  two  forts  of  marriage, 
a*  far  as  reLtied  to  the  mothers, 
though  not  as  tQ  the  children,  for 
it  was  a  general  law  in  all  the 
countries  adj^cc.it  to  the  promifed 
land,  that  adultery  with  the  wife 
of  the  more  folemn  marriage, 
Aiouid  be  punimed  wiih  death. 
But  if  the  worn  in  was  not  under 
fuch  a  contract,  the  princes  of  the 
Eail  often  placed  her  in  their  fera- 
glio.  By  this  I  would  allude  to 
the  in  (lances  of  Sarah  and  Rebecca 
whiiit.  in  Egypt  and  Gerar;  but 
the  book  of  Geneli?  doc:  not  fur- 
uiih  an  example  cf  its  being  an 
cq-:il  crime  to  commit  adultery 
vvitli  the  wife's  handmaid,  after 
;!>e  had  been  given  in  marriage 
to  the  kuiband.  On  the  contrary, 
Reuben,  lay  with  Biihah,  his  mo- 
t!ier  Rachel's  handmaid,  which 
(he  had  given  in  marriage  to 
Jacob  ;  nor  does  any  puniih- 
ment  or  reproof  immediately  fol- 
low, though  the  Sepiuagint  adds 
this    ecu: are,    kai   t:;uj.qp    «  5  serif 

To  avoid  however  this  offence 
of  adultery  with  the  wife  of  the 
more  folemn  marriage,  if  the  pa- 
triarch removed  to  the  dominions 
of  a  foreign  prince,  it  ieems  to 
have  not  been  uncommon  to  mur- 
der him,  (for  which  the  puniih- 
gicnc  was  not  probably  fo  fevere  in 
the  cafe  of  a  Granger)  as  the  wo- 
man was  then  become  a  widow 
ajid  cot  a  wife;  by  which  moil 
horrid  evafion,  the  letter  of  the 
law  feems  to  have  been  fatisfied. 
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Murder  had  indeed  been  forbad 
in  the  time  of  Noah;  bat  this 
precept  did  not  probably  reach  to 
countries  which  were  not  inha- 
bited by  his  more  immediate  do- 
(cendanLs ;  for  when  Abraham  ap- 
prehends being  murdered  in  A  tu- 
rn ele  en's  kingdom  on  account  of 
his  wife  Sarah,  he  gives  it  as  a. 
reafoD,  "  that  the  fear  of  God  waa. 
"  not  in  this  place;"  bv  which  I 
understand  that  the  divine  law 
again il  murder  promulged  to  Noah 
had  not  been  heard  of,  or  at  Icals 
was  not  obferved  in  Abimelech's 
country,  though  it  .is  very  dear 
that  adultery  with  Sarah  (wbilA 
(he  was  wife  of  Abraham)  would 
have  been  punifhed  with  death; 
and  from  another  fimilar  inftance* 
that  the  fame  law  prevailed  ia 
Egypt.  Hence  alio  Abimelech, 
when  he  is  informed  that  Iiaac 
is  the  hulband  of  Rebecca*  if- 
fixes  a  proclamation  for  his  pro- 
tection. 

As.  a  wife  was  only  refpe&ed  for 
the  number  of  children  with  which 
{he  or  her  handmaids  increafed  the 
patriarchal  family,  the  greateft 
injury  Jhe  could  receive,  was  the 
preventing  her  having  the  earlieft 
opportunity  of  bearing  legitimate 
children.  Hence  the  daughter  be- 
ing at  the  father's  difpefai,  Laker* 
informs  Jacob  that  he  muft  not 
complain  of  Leah  being  imposed 
upon  him  infread  of  Rachel,  be- 
caufe  Leah  was  the  elder  filter, 
and  therefore  was  not  to  lofe  « 
year  of  child-bearing;  of  which 
fhe  was  capable  before  her  yoooges 
filler. 

When  a  wife  was  once  removed 
from  the  family  of  one  patriarch 
to  another,  fhe  could  not  be  re- 
turned without  much  trouble  and 
inconvenience:  belides  which,  as 

I  have 
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I  have  obferved  before,  {he  was    farmed  'by    aa    able    orientalist, 
in  reality  pnrchafed  for  the  purpofe    that  the  name  of  one  6f  the  feat. 


of  bearing  children,  and  confe- 
queritly  whilft  flic  Was  of  a  proper 
age,  no  time  was  to  be  loft  in  pro- 
viding her  with  another  hufband 


<uix.  M$aby  fignifies,  of  mr  ijWp 
Fatfor;  and  of  the  Other,  trie. 
Amman  or  Btn-Mkmi,  tfo  ftnofnjp 
neartft  tin;  from  which  k  is  v&y 


(upon  the  death  of  the  firft)  from  clear  that  they  meant  to  ftefbt- 

the  fame  family  which  had  made  tuate  an  honour,  and  «ot  a  W* 

the  purchafe ;  the  next  brother  in  grace  to  tbemfelves  tar  their  tbtt. 

fucceffion  being  fixted  upon  for  the  dren.   Befides  this,  the  tw*>  dattgl- 

fecond  hufband.  ters  concert  a)  deliberateifiian  with 

This  appears  moft  flrongly  in  "each  other  for  this  apfarf^ole,  iffgffc- 

what  is  mentioned  with  regard  to  ing  it  as  areafon  that  their -ratatr 

Tamar,  who  was  .firft  married  to  nvot  grown  old>  and  it  cantfottHere- 

Er,  the  eldefl  of  three  brothers,  fore  be   fappofei  to  fettvfe  ariMi 

then  to  Onan  the  fecond,  and  af-  from  the  common  induceaienT&.'k> 

rerwards  betrothed  to   Selah  the  incontinence;     I  eaftnot  cOntlnoV 

third  when  he    fhould    be   folly  what  I  have  ftated'wita  regatii  t> 

grown.     When  this  happens,  Tar-  the  patriarchal  marriages,  Wtthtflt 

mar  thinks  herfelf  moft  highly  inv  observing,    that  ifroflgh  ibfne-'fef 

ju red  by  his  not  being  immediately  their  nfages   itr  this  ftfpctl  ttrify 

more    folemnly  married    to    hert  appear  ft  very  ih^iiter,  and  pet- 

which  is  the  occafton  of  her  lofing  »ps  'blamabte*  according  to  *ir 

the   firft    opportunity  of.  bearing  own  tnffitatfrHnv  f*t  it  muft'te 

children,  and  therefore  ihe  com-  retotte&ed,.Th*tnb  {Seifttfee  hrtrtjf 


mits  inceft  with  her  father-in-law, 
who  acknowledges  afterwards  that 
he  had  been  guilty  of  a  greater  iin 
in  not  completing  the  marriage 
between  Tamar  and  Selah;  than 
(he  had  by  adultery;  for  which 
otherwife  he  had  ordered  her-  to 
have  been  burnt.  A  difappoint- 
ment  of  the  fame  fort  occafioned 
the  death  of  her  fecond  hufband 
Onan,  who  feems  to  have  declin- 
ed having  children  by  her,  b£- 
caufe  he  conceived  at  leaft,  that 
Tamar  was  already  pregnant  by 
his  elder  brother  Er. 

But  a  ftill  ftronger  inftance  of 
this  fuppofed  duty  of  bearing  chil- 


diviire  revelation  was  £romfcl*ed 
till  the  decalogue,  except  thelbr- 
biddirrg  of  murder  in  the  tfnte  of 
Noah,  and  the  covenant  of  cir- 
cunicifion.  The  jwrriftrfchs  there-- 
fore  accommodated  their  lfcfft  to 
their  own  very  partlealar  fitoatibn* 
A  patriarch  Jeeias  to  have  had 
the  higheft  powers  'over  his  *&*% 
dren  and  family ;  at  leaft  Lot  1*f. 
fers  his  daughters  t»  die  Sodo- 
mites, and  Abraftain  Obliges  W$ 
fon  "  ftnmaelj  together  with  all 
"  the  men  of  his  hoUft,  bora  h 
the  hOttfb,  arid  bought-  #ifli 
money  of  the  ftrtenger,"  to  4)* 
circomeifed.     Rcfeben    rtioreovef 


,tt 


«« 


dren,  appears  in  the  conduit  of    offers  to  deliver  ttp  hi*  tWfons  to 
the  two  daughters  of  Lot,   who    be  (lain,  if  he  does  not  bring  back  , 


commit  inceft  with  their  father 
from  the  fame  motives,  not  do 
they  incur  any  blame  when  thte 
deceit  is  difcoveredtf  and  I  am  in* 


Benjamin. 

This  parental  authority  itiee 
much  enforced  by  the  father's  be- 
ing believed  to  fcave  it  in  lib 

M  3  power 
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as  poffible  by  the  funeral 


p:wer  to  confer  either  happinefs 
or  mitery  by  hii  bletEr.p  or  curies, 
wakW  were  therefore  deferred  t:!l 
extreme  old  age,  the  eyes  of  both 
Ifaac  and  Jacob  being  lb  dim  thai 
thev  cannot  diftinsuhh  cbiecb, 
when  they  pronounce  their  blei- 
fings  on  their  children.  The  mo- 
ther, however,  does  not  appear  to 
have  had  any  fuch  power,  ncr 
do  we  find  any  instance  of  a 
daughter  being  either  bieifed  or 
curied. 

The  refpecfc  to  the  father  daring 
his  life  was  fuch,  that  it  fhould 
feem  the  child  was  not  permitted 
to  (it  in  hii  ppefence,  from  a  very 
particular  excafe  which  Rachel 
makes  on  the  occafion ;  whilii 
Jacob  f wears  by  the  fear  of  his  fa- 
ther Ifaac,  i.  e.  b/  the  fear  he 
was  under  of  his  father's  difplea- 
fure.  Efaa  alfo  declares  that  he 
will  kill  Jacob,  when  I/mac  dia% 
and  Jofeph's  brethren  apprehend 
he  will  revenge  himfelf  on  the 
death  of  Jacob.  Gen.  xrri.  42. 
and  l.  15. 

The  blef&ng  or  curfe  pronoun- 
ced by  the  father,  was  a  prophetic 
vifion  of  what  was  to  happen,  and 
therefore  could  not  be  revoked  or 
altered;  for  Ifaac  cannot  change 
what  he  hath  given  Jacob  reafon 
to  exped  when  bis  deceit  is  dis- 
covered ;  nor  can  Jacob  be  pre- 
vailed upon  by  Jofeph  to  put  his 
right  hand  upon  his  (on  Man  alien, 
becaufe  greater  bleffings  were  to 
come  upon  his  younger  brother 
Ephraim.  It  appears  alio  from 
what  hath  been  ftated,  that  the 
bieHing  was  given  by  the  father's 
putting  his  right  hand  upon  the 
head  of  the  fon  who  was  to  re- 
ceive it. 

The  parental  authority  was  en- 
deavoured to  be  fupported  as  long 

S 


paid  to  ti-.e  deceaied  patriarch, 
and  the  place  of  his  banal.  The 
firlt  purchafe  that  we  hear  of  there- 
fore in  the  Old  Teframent,  is  that 
of  the  cave  of  Macpelah,  in  the 
vallev  of  Mamre,  which  Ahra- 
ham  bought  from  the  (dims  of  Hem 
(who  were  otherwise  willing  to 
accommodate  him  in  the  barying 
of  Sarah),  that  it  might  be  {ear* 
ed  to  him  and  his  descendants. 

The  conveyance  therefore  is 
made  to  Abraham  with  all  posBbte 
solemnities  and  accuracy,  in  regard 
to  the  boundaries,  which  were  de- 
livered down  to  his  grand-foil  Ja- 
cob, who  reminds  his  children  of 
them  when  he  is  dying,  and  re* 
quefts  to  be  interred  in  the  cave 
which  had  been  pnrchafcd  by  bis 
grandfather. 

When  the  patriarch  dies,  die 
expreinon  ufed  is,  that  he  was 
gathered  unto  bis  peeple,  with  which 
Montanus'  literal  vernon  from  the 
Hebrew  agrees,  being  cdk&ws  eft 
ad  popmlos  Jau.  As  I  mnft  own 
that  I  do  not  underftand  the  mean- 
ing of  either  the  Englifh  or  Latin 
tranilation ;  I  have  therefore  con- 
fulted  the  Septnagint,  where  die 
words  are  Tf ktsJiSh  *rf  •*  top  A*#r 
*t/7»,  which  I  tranflate,  **  the  cerpe 
t(  ivas  prtdtued  btftrt  Ins  pespie,** 
and  which  is  the  firft  fenfe  that 
Stephens  gives  to  this  verb,  citing 
Herodian  with  regard  to  the  fane* 
ral  of  Severus  :  jut7«A«pj£v«v  ft* 

TUf  It?**  fl/s,    f J<  /•  TKV   rtf^rct/rty 

4,yot*f  TfoJ/fli^tf"/.  L.  iv.  in jxrinc, 
Dio  alfo  cenfures  Tiberius  for  bis 
negledl  of  Livia,  *\%  roffvottr  mc» 
XiTtf-oJo,  «7f  enrofanedLf  ttvftf  rfe~ 
etBijc  Dio.  L.  lviii.  in  princ  pc7« 
tavJol  <Ti  .  .  .  c-ts«r«*»«r7*e 
(fc.  the  corpfe)  toi<  s»f  *ft/f  *  rStri, 
*to}ibi*]*t  A«/*ti«*  «|40if£tfrjf<, 

Lucianus 


Lucianus  de  Lu&u,  p.  807,  Ed. 
Bourdelot. 

"  Ncc  tua  funera,  mater, 
"  PrUuxu"  Aen.  xi.  486,    . 
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becaufe  the  ceremonies  ofed  in  die 
burial  of  Sarah,  will  then  be  bet* 
ter  underftood. 

Jacob,  in  his  laft  agonies,  is  faid 
to  raife  his  feet  upon  the  bed9  and 

where  the  poet  literally  tranflates    lJ?ere?<**  lz*  }n  ™*  »  **»* 
the  Greek  Term  ufed  in  the  above    th"ht*  "T*  ffllShj.  *  *"**** 

eitations  with  regard  to  funerals.    *  btJ  "/***    i**»*™Z   *°  "9 
— &-  tranflationof  the  paffage);  imme«- 

diately  after  which  Jofeph  faN* 

upon  his  father's  face,  weeping 

and  kiffing  it  5-  which,  with  Other' 

public  lamentations,  continued  (as 


Thus  likewife  Statius, 

■     ■  "  Et  puerile  feretrom 

«»  Produxi."  L.  ii.  S.  1. 


To  this  it  may  be  added,  that  the    I  apprehend)  nil  the  corpfe  wa* 
expreffion  of  being  gathered  to  bis    buried. 
people,  is  only  applied  to  the  death      'This  laft  particular  is,  I  thinly, 


of  Abraham,  liaac,  and  Jacob ; 
from  whence  it  may  be  fairly  in- 
ferred, that  the  honour  of  produ- 
cing the  body,  and  weeping  over 


fairly  to  be  inferred  from  different 
paffager  which  relate  to  the  fuae*< 
ralo?  Sarah. 
Sarah  died  tt  feme  diftance  from; 


it  in  public,  was  paid  only  to  the    where  Abraham  happened  to  be,. 


who  therefore  comet  to  mourn  add 
weep  for  her  before  Out  b  interred  a: 
and  addreflea.  the  foaa  of  He*fc> 
the  body  of  bis  wife  tyinv  Jjg^ff* 
bim ;  4t  and  Abraham  stood  -up 
"  from  before  his  dead  and'  fpakft 
"  unto  the  fons  of  Heth."— In 
the  next  verfe  he  fays,  "  give  mo 
"  a  burying  place  that  I  may  bury 
"  my  dead  out  ofmyjigbt :%%  and 
the  fame  expreffion  »  again  to* 
peated  in  the  8th  verfe. 

I  have  already  obferved  how 
material  a  purchase  the  cave  of 
Macpelah  was  confidered  both  by 
Abraham  and  his  defendants,  U 
being  deftined  to  receive  their  rer 
mains,  and  Dr.  Shaw  informs  us» 
that  it  continues  to  be  fhewn  bjr 
the  Mahometans ;  he  forgets,  how* 
ever,  to  mention  whether  it  is  a 
Jacob's  funeral ;  for  as  to  thofe  of  double  one  according  to  the  Septoa- 
Abraham  and  Ifaac,  it  is  only  gint,  and  the  literal  verfion  from 
mentioned  that  they  were  gathered    the  Hebrew,  as  fuch  a  reparation 


head  of  the  patriarchal  family. 
Perhaps  Abraham  might  have  in- 
troduced thefe  funeral  folemnities 
after  he  had  been  in  Egypt. 

Ifhmaei  indeed  is  (aid  to  have 
been  gathered  to  bis  people,  in  our 
verfion  of  Gen.  xxv.  17 ;  but  the 
Septuagint  runs  nrooe  to  ytvoe,  and 
not  Tpo?  roy  Ketov  av%  ;  and  it 
(hould  feem,  therefore,  that  his 
corpfe  was  only  lamented  over  by 
his  relations.  If  we  confider,  how- 
ever, the  term  ywot  to  be  ufed  in 
as  extensive  a  fenfe  as  *<*©<,  it  muft 
be  re  collected  that  Ifhmael,  on  the 
death  of  Abraham,  was  the  head 
of  the  patriarchal  family. 

I  (hall  now  endeavour  to  (hew 
that  tbis  is  the  true  fenfe  of  the 
text  from  the  particulars  which 
are  dated  both  as  to  Sarah  and 


unto  their  people,  and  were  buried. 

I  (hall  begin,  however,  with  the 
laft  instance,  w*»  that  of  Jacob, 


mud  dill  continue  if  the  cave  does, 

I  cannot  here  but  obferve,  that , 
it  is  much  to  be  wiihed  the  travel- 

JftfB 
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lers  into  the  Promifed  Land  would 
look  oat  for  many  patriarchal  an- 
tiquities, if  they  happen  not  to  be 
of  a  perifhable  nature.  Thus  Dr. 
Shaw  hath  given  us  an  engraving 
of  the  rock  of  Meribah  |  nor  do  I 
fee  greater  difficulties  in  difcover- 
iae  the  cave  near  Zoar,  in  which 
Lot  and  his  daughters  lived,  than 
the  cave  of  Macpelah. 

Four  different  pillars  are  faid  to 
have  been  erected  by  Jacob  in  Com- 
memoration pf  particular  events. 
As  it  cannot  probably  have  an- 
swered any  purpofe  to  deftroy 
them,  and,  on  the  contrary,  both 
Jews  and  Mohometans  profefs  an 
equal  veneration  for  the  memory 
of  the  patriarchs,  I  do  not  fee  why 
Jbme  remains  of  fuch  antiquities 
may  not  ftill  continue.  I  mould 
fuppofe  likewife,  that  the  twelve 
ftones  which  Jofhua  ordered  to  be 
placed  where  the  Ifraelites  mould 
encamp  after  the  pafTage  of  the 
Jordan,  may  be  ftill  found  out  by 
an  inquifitive  and  perfevering  tra- 
veller. 

A  map  of  the  complete  courfe 
pf  this  river  is  alfp  much  wanted, 
*s  well  as  of  all  the  flations  men- 
tioned in  the  patriarchal  times, 
notwithftanding  the  labours  of  Re- 
land,  Dr.  Wells,  and  others,  who 
have  rather  taken  notice  of  the 
places  which  occur  in  the  later 
books  of  the  Old  Teftament. 

If  it  be  faid  that  it  is  impoflible 
to  fettle  them  with  any  precision, 
J  admit  the  objection  if  accuracy 


in  ldngitude  and  latitude  k  re^ihV 
red  ;    but  circumftances.  ate   not 
wanting  to  fix  the  fituation  of  moQ 
of  them,  fo  as  greatly  to  iltaftrate 
the  book  of  Genefis. 

Another  objection  may  be  per* 
haps  made  from  the  insecurity  to 
the  traveller,  and  the  ignorance  of 
the  prefent  inhabitants  of  the  Pro- 
mifed Land.  With  regard  to  the 
fir  ft  of  thefe  circumftances,  I  have 
little  doubt  but  that  if  application 
was  made  through  our  minifter  at 
Constantinople,  a  proper  guard 
might  be  procured  ;  but  even  thitj 
would  fignify  little,  unlets  the  per* 
ion  who  undertakes  fuch  a  journey 
can  readily  fpeak  the. language  of 
the  country  himfelf,  or  is  attended 
'by  an  able  interpreter,  who  may 
afk  fuch  questions  as  are  necefTaryj 
and  which  require  no  great  faga- 
city  of  knowledge  in  the  perfpn  who 
is  to  give  the  anfwcr. 

Daikes  BaMinOt©*! 

•„•  It  is  math  tp  be  wi/hed 
likewife,  for  the  ill  u titration  of  the 
Greek  and  Roman  Claffics>  that  ^ 
miflionary  of  tafte  and  a  landscape - 
painter  were  fent  with  Che;  faint 
advantages  into  poetical  Thrace* 
How  little  do  we  Know  of  the  rivet 
Strymon,  Mount  ^Emus,  &c. — As 
for  antient  Greece*  it  hath  lately 
been  very  thoroughly  examined* 
and  the  republic  of  letters  art 
much  obliged  to  the  Society  of  the 
Dilettanti  for  the  laft  voyage  under- 
taken for  (his  laudable  purpofe. 


ppi  v*v, 
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POETRY. 

ODE  fir  th»  NEW   YEAR,    1779. 

mum  h  w.  W  h  1  t  i  n  e  a  »,  Efa  P.  L. 

/™|~^0  arms,  to  arms,  ye  fons  of  might, 

I        And  hail,  frith  founds  of  war,  die  new-born  year ! 

Britannia,   from  her  rocky  height. 
Points  to  the  Gallic  co.ilt,  and  lifts  her  fpear. 

The  immortal  hatred,  which  by  turns. 

Wakes  and  fleeps,  with  fury  burnt : 
New  caufe  of  juft  offence  has  Albion  found. 
And  io  !   it  bleeds  afrcfti  the  eternal  wound  ! 

Tho'  great  in  war,  of  Drill  polfelt, 

Tho'  native  courage  (ire  their  brealf 

With  ardour  for  the  public  weal, 

One  want,  at  lead,  our  rivals  feel. 
The  want  of  freedom  damps  each  gen'rous  aim ; 
Whoe'er  the  lord  they  ferve,  th'  oppreffion  is  the  fame. 

Power  defpotic  rarely  knows, 

Rarely  heeds  a  fubjefl's  woes. 
By  force  it  claims,  with  grafping  hand. 
Whatever  ambition  dares  demand  : 
The  ravag'd  merchant,  plunder'd  fwain, 
May  pour  their  Weak  complaints  in  »atn  1 
Their  private  forrows  are  their  own, 
A  tyrant  feels  not,  tho'  a  people  groan. 

O  happier  far  the  well-mijc'd  (late. 
Which  blends  the  Monarch's  with  the  Subject's  fate. 

And  links  the  fceptre  to  the  fpade. 

The  ftroke  which  wounds  the  bwlieft  clown. 

Is  infult  to  the  Britifh  crown, 
And  he  attacks  our  rights  who  dares  the  throne  invade. 

One  common  flame,  one  active  foul 
Pervades,  and  animates  the  whole  ; 
One  heart,  one  hand,  direfts  the  blow, 
And  hurls  the  rallied  vengeance  on  the  foe. 

ODE 
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ODE  for   His   MAJESTY'S  Birth-Dat. 

By  the  fam. 

LE  T  Gallia  mourn !  th'  infulting  foe, 
Who  dar'd  to  aim  the  treach'rous  blow, 
When  loft,  (he  thought,  in  deep  difmay, 

Forlorn,  diflrefs'd  Britannia  lay. 

t 

Deems  (he  misfortune  e'er  can  tame, 
The  gen'rous  inborn  Britifh  flame  ? 

Is  Agin  court  fo  little  known, 
Mufl  frefli  conviction  curb  her  pride, 
Each  age  new  annals  be  fupply'd, 

Of  Gallia's  frame  and  our  renown  ? 

What  though  a  while  the  tempeft  (hrouds 
Her  fummits,  and  a  night  of  clouds 

Each  rock  and  mountain  wears  ; 
Yet  foon  returns  the  flitting  breeze, 
And  brighter  o'er  her  fubje&  feas 

The  Queen  of  Jfles  appears* 

Let  Gallia  mourn !  th'  infulting  foe, 

Who  fees  by  all  the  winds  that  Mow, 

Her  treafures  wafted  to  the  coaft, 

She  infolently  deem'd  was  loft.  * 

Yon  fun  that  with  meridian  ray 
Now  gilds  the  confecrated  day, 

When  Britain  breathes  her  annual  vow 
For  him,  the  guardian  of  her  laws, 
For  him,  who  in  her  facred  caufe 

Bids  the  red  bolt  of  vengeance  glow: 

That  very  fun,  when  Ganges  Areata 
Redden'd  beneath  his  rifing  beam, 

Saw  Britain's  banners  wave 
In  Eaftern  air,  with  honeft  pride, 
O'er  vanquHh'd  forts,  which  Gallia  tried, 

But  tried  in  vain  to  fave. 

That  very  fun,  e'er  evening  dew 
Has  dimm'd  his  radiant  orb,  will  view 
Where  Lucia's  mountains  tow'r  on  high,  ' 
And  feem  to  prop  the  weftern  iky,      ' 
That  oft  contefted  ifland  own 
Allegiance  to  the  Britiih  throne. 


r 


Lik* 


POETRY. 

Like  her  own  oak,  the  foreft's  king, 

Tho'  Britain  feels  the  blows  around  s 
Ev'n  from  the  ft  eel's  inflictive  fting 
New  force  ihe  gain?,  new  fey  on  a  fpring. 
And  flourifh  from  the  wound. 


171 


ELEGY   to   Mifi   DASHWOOD. 

By    Mr.     Hammond. 

rhis  Ele^y  has  not  yet  found  a  place  in  his  works.  In  Dodfley*« 
Collection  there  is  an  Anfwer  to  it;  which,  though  generally  afcri- 
bed  to  Lord  Hervcy,  was  more :  probably  written  by  Lady  Mary 
Wortley  Montague. 


os 


dear  poffeffbr  of  my  breafl, 
low  my  boaffied  liberty  and  reft! 
Where  the  gay  moments  which  I  once  have  know 
O,  where  that  heart  I  fondly  thought  my  own  ! 
From  place  to  place  I  folitary  roam, 
Abroad  uneafy,  nor  content  at  home. 
J  fcorn  the  beauties  common  eyes  adore  j 
The  more  I  view  them,  feel  thy  worth  the  more  ; 
Unmov'd  I  hear  them  (peak,  or  fee  them  fair. 
And  only  think  on  thee,  who  art  not  there. 
In  vain  would  books  their  formal  fuccour  lend. 
Nor  wit  nor  wildom  can  relieve  their  friend  ; 
Wit  can't  deceive  the  pain  I  now  endure. 
And  wifdom  Ihews  the  ill  withaut  the  cure. 
When  from  thy  light  I  wafte  the  tedious  day, 
A  thoufand  fchemes  I  form,  and  things  to  fay  ; 
But  when  thy  prefencc  gives  the  time  I  feek, 
My  heart's  fo  full,  J  wifli,  but  cannot  fpeak. 

And  could  I  fpeak  with  eloquence  and  eafe, 
Till  now  not  iludious  of  the  art  to  pleafe. 
Could  I,  at  woman  who  fo  oft  exclaim, 
Expofe  (nor  blufh)  thy  triumph  and  my  fhame, 
Abjure  thofe  maxims  I  fo  lately  priz'd, 
And  court  that  fex  I  foolilhly  defpis'd, 
Own  thou  hail  foften'd  my  obdurate  mind, 
And  ihou  reveng'd  the  wrongs  of  womankind  ; 
Loft  were  my  words,  and  rruitlefs  al!  my  pain. 
In  vain  10  tell  thee,  all  I  write  in  vain  ; 
My  humble  fighs  Ihall  only  reach  thy  ears. 
And  all  my  eloquence  Ihall  be  my  tears. 

And  now  {for  more  I  never  mufl  pretend) 
Hear  me  not  aj  thy  lover,  but  thy  friend  j 
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Thou  fa  nd*  will  fain  thy  little  heart  en  1  care, 
For  without  danger  none  like  thee  are  fair ; 
But  wifely  chonfe  who  bed  defervea  thy  flain^. 
So  lhall  the  choice  itfelf  become  thy  time  ; 
Nor  ye:  d*fpifi,  though  void  of  winning  art, 
The  plain  and  hon*;t  courtihip  cf  the  heart ; 
The  ficilfui  tongue  in  hive's  perfuaiive  lore, 
Though  lefs  it  feels,  will  pleafe  and  flitter  more, 
And,  meanly  learned  in  that  guilty  trade, 
Can  long  abufe  a  fotid,  unthinking  maid. 
And  fince  their  lips,  fo  !c cowing  to  deceive. 
Thv  unexperiene'd  vouih  rr.i^ht  loon  believe ; 
And  lince  their  tears,  in  filie  fubmiflion  dreii, 
Might  thaw  the  icy  coldnei's  cf  thy  breaft; 
()  !  (hut  thine  eyes  to  fuch  deceitful  wee  : 
Ciught  by  the  beauty  of  thy  outward  mow, 
Like  me  they  do  not  love,  whate'er  they  feem, 
Like  me — with  paificn  founded  on  efteem. 

i'erfs  to  the  Mcx::ry  of  Mr.  Boscawex,  a  Sen  of  the  late  Admiral, 
"j hi  ivcs  unfortunately  dr'sivneJ,  as  he  was  bathing  in  a  Pond  belonging 
to  Sir  Charles  Price  cj  Jamaica. 

Written  mar  his  Grave  by  Dr.  Wolcot, 

FORLORN,  from  (hade  to  made  I  rove, 
By  friend  (hip's  facred  fpirit  led, 
Where  horror  wraps  the  twilight  grove, 
That  glooming  feems  to  mourn  the  dead. 

Dear  youth  !  tho'  hence  I  wander  far, 
Thy  fate  will  cloud  each  rifing  morn  ; 

And  lb!  with  evening's  dewy  ftar, 
My  tears  mail  bathe  thy  diftant  urn. 

Remembrance  often,  with  a  figh, 
Shall  view  the  fpot  where  many  a  maid, 

Add  many  a  fwain,  with  fwimming  eye, 
The  tender  rite  of  forrow  paid. 

Remembrance  often  fhall  impart 
The  fmile  of  blifs  on  Albion's  brow, 

When  kindling  in  thy  youthful  heart, 
She  faw  the  beam  of  valour  glow. 

Yes — Albion's  genius  with  amaze 
Did  oft  thy  warrior  looks  devour  ; 

Proud  to  behold  thy  eagle  gaze, 
High  fcx'd  on  glory's  ftar-clad  cower  ! 

How 
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How  few  the  fighs  of  Virtue  mourn  ! 
For  few,  alas !    the  friends  flie  knows— 

V'51.  here  (he  moves  a  Pilgrim  loin. 
To  bid  her  Con  in  peace  repofe. 

With  Sculpture,  let  the  Marble  groan, 
Where  Flattery  mocks  the  lifelels  ear — 

How  nobler  far  thy  namelefs  Hone, 
Emb^lm'd  by  Pity's  iimpk  tear  ! 

rr  Maj'Jly's  nbutUing  the  Lodgings  nf  the  Black  Prince,  and  Henry  V. 
at  Queen's  College,  Oxford. 

By  Mr,  Tickell.      [Not  printed  in  hh  Iferii.) 

WHERE  bold  and  graceful  foars,  fecure  of  fame, 
The  pile,  now  worthy  great  Philippa's  name, 
Mirk  that  old  ruin,   Gothic  and  uncouth, 
"Where  the  Black  Edward  pafs'd  his  beardleft  youth  ; 
And  the  Fifth  Henry,   for  his  firft  renown, 
(Jut-ilrippM  each  rival,  in  a  ftu&ent's  gown. 

In  that  coarfe  age,  were  Princes  fond  »  dwell 
With  meagre  monks,  and   haunt  the  dent  cell; 
Sent  from  the  Monarch's  to  the  Mufe's  court, 
Their  meals  were  frugal,  and  their  fleeps  were  fliort  j 
To  couch  at  curfcu-time  they  thought  no  fcorn, 
And  froze  at  matins  every  winter-morn  ; 
They  read,  an  early  book,   the  ftarry  frame, 
And  lifp'd  each  conftellation    by  its   name; 
Art,  after  art,   dill  dawning  to  their  view, 
And  their  mind  opening,  as  their  llature  grew. 

Yet,  whofe  ripe  manhood  fpread  our  fame  fo  far, 
Sages  in  peace,  and  demi-gods  in  war! 
Who,  Hern  in  fight,  made  echoing  Crefli  ring, 
And,  mild  in   conqneft,  ferv'd  his  captive  King  ? 
Who  gain'd.  at  Agincourt,  the  victor's  bays, 
Nur  took  himfelf,  but  gave  good  Heaven  the  praife  1 
Thy  nurfelings,  ancient  dome '.   to  virtue  form'd  ; 
To  mercy  lillening,  whilit  in  fields  they  ftorm'd  ; 
Fierce  to  the  fierce  ;  and  warm  th'  oppreft  to  fave ; 
Through  life  rcver'd,  and  worfliip'd  in  die  grave. 

In  tenfold   pride  their   mouldering  roofs  {halt  fhine. 
The  (lately  work  of  bounteous  Caroline; 
And  b!dl  Philippa,  with  unenvious  eyes. 
From  Heaven   behold  her  rival's  fabric  rife. 
Jf  flilt,   bright  faint,  this  fpot  deferves  thy  care, 
Incline  thee  to  th'  ambitious  Mufe's  prayer: 
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O,  conld'ft  thou  win  young  William's  bloom  to  grace 
His  mother's  wills,  and  fill  thy  Edward's  place, 
How  would  chat  genius,  whofe  propitious  wings 
Have  here  twice  hover'd  o'er  the  Tons  of  Kings, 
Defcend  triumphant  to  his  ancient  feat, 
.And  take  in  charge  a  third  Plantagenet! 

JUPITER  and  MERCURY;  m  Fable.     Written  fimg  Tim  after 

Dr.  Goldsmith's  Poem  ^Retaliation. 

By  David  Garrick,  Efy. 

HERE,  Hermes,  fays  Jove,  who  with  nectar  was  mellow, 
Go  fetch  me  fome  clay,  I'll  make  an  odd  fellow  ; 
Right  and  wrong  (hall  be  jumbled,  much  gold  and  (ome  drpfi; 
Without  caufe  be  he  pleas'd,  without  canfe  be  he  croft. 
Be  fure,  as  I  work,  to  throw-in  contradictions ; 
A  great  love  of  truth,  yet  a  mind  turn'd  to  fictions : 
Now  mix  thefe  ingredients,  which,   warm'd  in  the  baking. 
Turn  to  learning  and  gaming,  religion  and  raking. 
With  the  love  of  a  wench,  let  his  writings  be  chafle; 
Tip  his  tongue  with  ftrange  matter,  his  pen  with  fine  tafie : 
That  the  Rake  and  the  Poet  o'er  all  may  prevail, 
Set  fire  to  the  head,  and  fet  fire  to  the  tail; 
For  the  joy  of  each  fex,  on  the  world  I'll  beftow  it, 
This  fcholar,  rake,  chriftian,  dupe,  gamefter,  and  poet; 
Though  a  mixture  fo  odd,  he  wall  merit  great  fame, 
And,  amongft  other  mortals,  be  Goldfmith  his  name ! 
When  on  earth  this  ftrange  meteor  no  more  (hall  appear, 
You,  Hermes,  (hall  fetch  him— to  make  us  fport  here. 

i 
LINES  occafioned  by  the  intended  Demolition  of  Friar  Bacon's  Snuff 

in  Oxford. 

ROGER!  if  with  thy  magic  glaflcs 
Running,  thou  fee'ft  below  what  pafles. 
As  when  on  earth  thou  did  ft  defcry 
With  them  the  wonders  of  the  fey- 
Look  down  on  yon  devoted  walls ! 
Oh  !  fave  them— ere  thy  Study  falls ! 
Or  to  thy  votaries  quick  impart 
The  fecret  of  thy  myftic  art : 
Teach  us,  ere  Learning's  quite  forfaken, 
To  honour  thee,  tnd—fave  our  Bacon ! 


VERSE* 


POETRY. 

VERSES  if  Henry  Pox,   Efy.  afttrwardi  Lerd  Holland 
Lady,  vHti  an  artificial  Roji. 

FA  I R  copy  of  the  faired  flower. 
Thy  colours  equal  Nature's  power} 
Thou  haft  the  Rofe's  blulhing  hue, 
Art  full  as  plcafing  to  the  view  : 
Go,  then,  to  Chloe's  lovely  breaft, 
Whofe  fwectnefs  can  give  all  the  red. 
But  if  at  t-ri!  thy  artful  make 
Her  hafty  judgment  mould  midake. 
And  die  grow  peevifh  at  the  cheat. 
Urge  'twas  an  innocent  deceit, 
And  fafely  too  thou  may'ft  aver. 
The  firft  I  ever  us'd  to  her. 
Then  hid  her  mark,  that,  as  to  view. 
The  Rofe  has  nothing  more  than  you; 
That  fo,  if  to  the  eye  alone 
Her  wondrous  beauty  Ihe  made  known  ; 
That,  if  die  never  will  difpenfe 
A  trial  to  fome  fweeter  fenfe  ; 
Nature  no  longer  we  prefer, 
Her  very  picture  equals  her. 
Then  whifper  gently  in  her  ear. 
Say,  foftly,  if  the  blulhing  fair 
Should  to  fuch  good  advice  incline. 
How  much  I  wifii  that  trial  mine. 


Tie  First  ^November;  ir,  tht  Winter's  W  a 
By  Dr.  Johnson. 

BEHOLD,  my  Fair,  where'er  we  rove, 
What  dreary  profpecb  round  ua  rife! 
The  naked  hill,  the  leaflefs  grove, 
The  hoary  ground,  the  frowning  fkics  i         ,» 

Nor  only  through  the  wafted  plain. 
Stern  Winter,  is  thy  force  confefa'd ; 

Still  wider  fpreads  thy  horrid  reign  ;  * 

I  feel  thy  pow'r  ufurp  my  bread. 

Enliv'ning  Hope  and  fond  Defire 
Refign  the  heart  to  Spleen  and  Care  ; 

Scarce  frighted  Love  maintains  her  Are, 
And  Rapture  faddeni  to  defpair. 
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In  groundlcfs  hope,  and  caufclefs  fear, 
Unhappy  man  I  behold  thy  doom  . 

Still  changing  with  the  changeful  year, 
The  flave  of  fun- mine  and  of  gloom. 

Tir'd  with  vain  joys  and  falfe  alarm*, 
With' mental  and  corporeal  ftrifc, 

Snatch  me,  my  Stella*  to  thy  arms* 
And  fcreea  me  from  the  ills  of  life. 

ExtraS  from  a  Mokodt  to  tbt  Mmory  of  Mr.  GaRiickj    fy  Mr* 
Sheridan.     Spoken  at  Pr  ury-Lane  Theatre. 

AMID  the  arts  which  feck  ingenuous  fame, 
Our  toil  attempts  the  moft  precarious  claim ! 
To  him,  whofe  mimic  pencil  wins  the  prize, 
Obedient  Fame  immortal  wreaths  fupplie*  1 
Whate'er  of  wonder  Reynolds  now  may  raife, 
Raphael  ftill  boafts  cotemporary  praife : 
Each  dazzling  light,  and  gaudier  bloom  fuoda'd* 
With  undiminifh'd  awe  his  works  are  view'd : 
E'en  Beauty's  portrait  wears  a  fofter  prime, 
Touch'd  by  the  tender  hand  of  mellowing  Time* 

The  patient  Sculptor  owns  an  humbler  part, 
A  ruder  toil,  and  more  mechanic  art ; 
Content  with  flow  and  timorous  flroke  to  trace 
The  lingering  line,  and  mould  the  tardy  grace  * 
But  once  atchieved — tho'  barbarous  wreck  o'erthrow 
The  facred  Fane,  and  lay  its  glories  low, 
Yet  (hall  the  fculptur'd  Ruin  rife  to-day, 
Grac'd  by  defedt,  and  worflup'd  in  decay  % 
Th'  enduring  record  bears  the  artifl's  name* 
Demands  his  honours,  and  aJTerts  his  fame* 

Superior  hopes  the  poet's  bofom  fire—* 
O  proud  diftindtiojQi  of  the  facred  lyre  !-r 
Wide  as  th'  infpiring  Fhcrtms  darts,  his  ray> 
DifFufive  fplendor  gilds  his  votary's  lay. 
Whether  tjie  fong  heroic  woes  rehearfe, 
With  epic  grandeur,  and  the  pomp  of  verfe  } 
Or,  fondly  gay,  with  unambitious  guile 
Attempt  no  prize  but  favouring  Beauty's  fail*? 
Or  bear  dejected  to  the  lonely  grove 
The  fofc  defpair  of  unprevailiog  love,-*- 
Whate'er  the  theme-~thro'  every  age  and  clime 
Congenial  pauions  meet  th*  according  rhyme j 
The  pride  of  glory-T-Pity's  figh  fincere,— 
Youth's  earlieft  biufh — and  Beauty's  virgin  tear. 

Such 
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Such  is  tbrir  meed — their  honours  thus  fecure, 
Whofe  srts   yield  ohje%,   and  whofe  works  cnduie. 
The  Aa<*  only,  flirinKs  from  times  award  ; 
Feeble   tradition   is  Hii  Memory's  guard  ; 
I!y   whofe   faint  breath  his  m-rits  mufl  abide, 
Uiwouch'd  by  proof—  to  fubftance  unallied! 
Kv'n  m^chlefs  Garrick's  art,  to  Heav'n  refign'd. 
No  fix'd  effefl,   no  model  leaves   behind! 

The  Grace  of  Adkn^ the  adapted  Mim 
Faithful  as  Nature  to  the  varied  fcene; 
Th'  exprtjjtvt  Glance  —  whoie  fubtle  lOinraent  draws 
Entranc'd  attention,  and  a  mute  applaufe  ; 
Gtfluri  that  marks,  with  force  and  feeling  fraught, 
A  fenfe  in  ftlence,  and  .1  will  in  thought; 
H:\rmnhhiit  Spacb,   whofe  pure  and,  liquid  tone 
Gives  verfe  a  milic,   feaxce  confefs'd  in  own; 
As  light  from  gems  a  flumes  a  brighter  ray, 
And  cloathed   with  orient  hues,   tranfeends   the  day!  — 
Pajfim'a  wild   break— and  Frtvum  that  awes  the  feofe. 
And  every  Charm  of  gentler  Minnow — 
All  prrilhahle  !  — like  the  eleftric  fire 
But  ftrike  the  frame— and  as  they  ftrike  expire; 
Incenfe  too  pure  a   bodied  (lame   to  bear. 
It's  fragrance  charms  the  fenfe,  and  blendi  with  air. 

We  are  obliged  to  the  Writer  of  the  Elegy  on  the  Marchionefs  of  Tai 
villock  ",  for  (he  following  original  Pieces. 

DITTY. 

The  Miafurc  adapted  to  an  aid  mt>ur*fi!  tune. 

WHILST  the  children  of  fortune  with  int'rdted  praife. 
To  the  joys  in  polfetlion  Hill  tune  their  fond  lays  ;—• 
The  Con  of  affliction,  unbrib'd,  will  deplore 
Thofejoys,  and  thole  charms,   which   now  are  no  more. 
For  the  fweeteft  of  maids  was  my  Betty;— 
And  the  joy  of  all  hearts  was  my  Betty. 

Her  looks  were  more  pleafing  thirt  the  bloom  of  fweet  May, 
Ami  her  eyes  were  the  fun  that  enlighten'd  my  day; 
Her  accents  could  torture,  or  pillion  beguile; 
But  who'll  fing  the  rapture  that  hung  on  her  fmilef 
.For,  Sec. 

*  See  Ann.  Reg.  for  i}58,  vol.  XI.  Poetical  Article,  p.  i+i. 
Vol.  XXII.  N  All 
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All  nature  around  me  is  joyful  and  gay, — 
The  trees  (hoot  their  buds,  and  the  flow'rs  deck  their  May; 
No  void  in  creation's  brigh;  fpace  is  defcried, 
Save  that,  which  the  life  of  my  foul  ence  fupplied. 
For,  &c. 

But  the  funlhine  of  life  now  for  ever  is  flown  ; 
Un pitied  my  grief,  and  unbleil  is  my  moan  ; 
In  forrow,  and  darknefs,  I  pafs  the  long  day, 
Whilit  anguilh  new  tunes  the  fad  voice  of  each  lay* 
For,  &c. 

Thus,  difcolour'd,  and  jaundie'd,  all  objefts  appear.; 

He  hates  jny  in  others,  who's  loft  all  that's  dear. 

Like  the  ihades  of  the  baplefs,  I  feck  the  (till  night* 

And  haunt  in  the  gloom  each  part  fcene  of  delight* 
For  the  fweeteil  of  maids  was  my  Betty  j 
And  the  joy  of  all  hearts  was  my  Betty. 


IMPROMPTU. 

BE  YON  D  all  climates,  far  above  all  fries, 
The  foul  that  once  inform'd  my  Silvia  flies  I 
May  guardian  angels  dill  point  out  its  way, 
Through  all  the  regions  of  eternal  day  ; 
May  heavenly  love  ftill  blefs  that  tender  mind, 
Which  ever  was  with  love  and  truth  combin'd. 
And  that  her  jays  unmix'd  with  care  may  flow, 
Conceal,  kind  heaven,  from  her  my  heart-felt  woe* 


EXPOSTULATION. 

POOR,  throbbing  heart !  a  while  refrain  I 
I  fink  beneath  thy  woe  ; 
O  !  grant  a  (hort  rccefs  from  pain,  / 

For  fhort  the  fpace  we  go. 

No  fortune  can  our  fate  reprieve, 
So  wretched  is  our  ft  rife  ; 
For  you  can  only  live  to  grieve, 
And  grief  cuts  me  from  life. 


Account 
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Account  of  Books  for  1779. 


Prefaces,  Biographical  and  Critical, 
le  the  Works  t/lbi  Eoglilh  Petti; 
£y  Samuel  Johnfon,  ^<vcl,  nmo. 

THE  many  and  elTential  be- 
nefits, thatEngliili  literature 
hath  already  derived  from  the  la- 
bours of  Doctor  Samuel  Johnfon, 
n  fubjects  ol  general 


I   experience. 


merit  or.  having  given  precifion 
and  liability  to  our  language  be- 
longs  alrnoit  exclufively  to  him. 
Like  virtue,  it  h  a  merit  that 
will  be  its  own  reward.  In  guard- 
ing our  tongue  againft  the  innova- 


the  bell  fecurity  for  his  own  fame, 
and,   as   it  were,   conncfted  hi 
putation 
of  our  lai 

form  the  judgment  and  tafte  of 
the  nation  on  the  fame  foiid  balls, 
on  which  he  had  eiUblilhed  its 
vocabulary.  This  talk  he  has 
performed  with  his  ufual  ability 
in  the  work  now  before  us  j  in 
which  he  hath  undertaken  to 
write  criticifms  on  that  ciafsof  our 
writers,  which  affords  the  molt 
confpicuous,  as  well  as  the  molt 
numerous  inllances  of  beauties  and 
of  faults    of"e  very   fort. 

Criticifm    has    been   very  juftly 
confidercdai  the  lull  fruit  of  literary 


experience.  An  early  acquaintance 
with  authors  of  eitablifr.ed  reputa- 
tion, a  frequent  interccurfe  with 
the  men  of  genius  of  our  own 
times,  and  a  competent  %re  of 
natural  abilities,  are  fugicient  to 
form  thofe  habits  of  difcrimi nation, 
which  enable,  what  is  ufually  called 
a  man  of  tafle,  to  pronounce  with 
great  accuracy  on  the  merits  of  li- 
terary productions.  On  the  other 
hand,  lbs  philufopher,  by  maxims 
drawn  from  the  nature  of  things, 
the  itruaure  of  the  human  mind, 
and  the  operation  of  the  paflions-, 
may  arrive  at  an  equal  degree  of 
certainty  in  tracing  out  the  effects 
of  art,  and  laying  down  rules  for 
producing  them.  But  the  bufinefs 
very  exigence  of  critidlm  does  not  end  here.  To 
It  remained,  to  trace  the  gradual  progrefs  and  im- 
provement of  our  ralle,  and  point 
out  the  caufes  that  have  tended  to 


retard  or  promote  it;  to  compre- 
hend as  it  were  in  one  view  the 
whole  circle  of  the  arts  and 
fciences,  to  fee  their  mutual  con- 
nections and  dependencies,  and  to 
inveiligate  the  effects  which  at  va- 
rious limes  they  have  produced  on 
each -other,  are  objects  cf  general 
criticifm,  important  in  ihemiclvcs,_ 
and  which  require  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  feveral  fubjects 
on  which  they  depend.     In  etca- 

n  1  >.«; 
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fimal  critith'm,  extenfive  expe- 
rience is  iii'1  more  e.Tentiallv  ne- 
ceffary.  —  In  ait,  as  in  morality, 
great  excellence  is  always  nearly 
allied  to  Tome  kin  J  red  favilt.  Tlu 
beauties  and  defvets  of  cumpoiition 
are  not  only  connected  with,  but 
frequently  arife  out  of  each  other. 
The  abfurd  conceits  and  extra- 
vagant  fancies,  which    difguft    or 


fophical,  yet  feldom  leaves  the  ear 
ungrarified. 

41  But  he  was  rather  fmooth  than 
ftrong  ;  of  the  full  refound;ng  line, 
which  Pope  attributes  to  Dryden, 
he  has  given  very  few  examples. 
The  critical  decifion  has  given  the 
praife  of  flrength  to  Den  ham,  and. 
of  fweetnefs  to  Waller. 

"  His  excellence  of  verfifi cation 


fhock   the  reader  in    the    juvenile  has  fome  abatement  .     He  ufes  the 

poems  of  our  bell  poets,   were  the  expletive  do  very  frequently  ;  and 

true  feeds  and  germs,  which  after-  though  he  lived  to  fee  it  almoft  uni- 

wards  ripened,    by  proper  culture,  verfally    ejected,    was    not     more 

into  the   melt   luxuriant    harveits.  careful  to  avoid  it  in  his  lad  com- 

B  ic  this  chymical   procef>,   if  we  petitions  than  in  his  fir  ft.     Praife 

may  be  allowed  the  expreflion,  of  had    given    him    confidence;    and 

geniu?,  in   which,   (till    preferving  finding  the  world  fatiified,  he  fa- 


iome  analogy  to  its  priltme  form, 
it  is  t  ran  (muted  into  a  fubliance  of 
a  more  valuable  kind,  is  not  eafily 
to  be  purl'ued,  except  by  thole, 
whole  own  experience  hath  ad- 
mitted them  into  the  iecrets  of  the 
art.  Such  an  adept  we  may  fairly 
fuppofe  our  learned  critic  to  be. 
Our  readers  have  had  fufiiaent 
proofs  of  it,  in  the  extracts  wc  have 
already  inferted.  The  following 
characters  of  Waller  and  Dryden 
are  in  the  fame  maiterly  llyle. 

48  As  mu^h  of  Waller's  reputa- 
tion was  owed  to  the  foftnefs  and 
fmoothnefs  of  his  numbers ;  it  is 
proper  to  confider  thofe  minute 
pai  ticulars  to  which  a  veriifyer  mult 
attend. 

'*  He  certainly  very  much  excel- 
led in  fmoothnefs  moit  of  the  writers 
who  were  living  when  his  poetry 
commenced.  The  poets  of  Eliza- 
beth had  attained  an  art  of  modu*- 
lation,  which  was  afterwards  neg- 
lected or  forgotten.  Fairfax  was 
acknowledged  by  him  as  his  mo- 
del ;  and  he  might  have  ftudied 
with  advantage  the  poem  of  Da- 
vies,  which,  though  merely  philo- 


tisned  himfelf* 

"  His  rhymes  are  fometimes weak 
words :  fo  is  found  to  make  the 
rhyme  twice  in  ten  lines,  and  oc- 
curs often  as  a  rhyme  through  his 
book. 

"  His  double  rhymes  in  heroick 
verfe  have  been  cenfured  by  Mrs. 
Phillip",  who  was  his  rival  in  the 
translation  of  Corneille's  Pompey  ; 
and  more  faults  might  be  found, 
were  not  the  enquiry  below  atten- 
tion. 

4  *  He  fometimes  ufes  the  obfelete 
termination  of  verbs,  as  ivaxetb, 
afftcUtb ;  and  fometimes  retains 
the  final  fyllab'e  of  the  preterite, 
as  amaxed,  fuppofed ;  of  which  I 
know  not  whether  it  is  not  to  the 
detriment  of  our  language  that  we 
have  totally  rejected  them. 

"  Of  triplets  he  is  fparing;  but 
he  did  not  wholly  forbear  them  :  of 
an  Alexandrine  he  has  -given  no 
example. 

"  The  general  character  of  his 
poetry  is  elegance  and  gaiety.  He 
is  never  pathetick,  and  very  rarely 
fublime.  He  feems  neither  to  have 
had  a  mind  much  elevated  by  na- 
ture. 
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lure,  nor  amplified  by  learning. 
His  thoughts  are  Inch  as  a  liberal 
converfatiot)  and  large  acquain. 
tance  with  life  would  eafily  fup- 
ply.  They  had  however,  then 
perhaps,  that  grace  of  novelty, ' 
which  they  are  n  *w  often  fuppofed 
to  want  by  tbofe  who,  having  lt>, 
ready  found  them  in  later  books, 
do  not  know  or  enquire  who  pro- 
duced  them  firft.     Tl 


Le 


t  the 


Blnal 


befl 


;hor  lofe  by  hi.  .... 
■'   Praife   however  fhould  be  due 
ithor  of 


Waller's  Lileafcrit.es   to   - 

firlt  practice,  of  what  Erythraua 
and  lome  late  critics  call  Allitera- 
tion, of  ufing  in  (he  fame  verfe 
manv  word,  beginning  with  the 
(ime  letter.    But  this  knack,  what- 

among  our  early  writers,  that  Gaf- 
eoign,  a  writer  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  warns  the  young  poet 
again!!  affecting  it;  and  Shake, 
fpeare  in  the  Mlttj'utamer  Night's 
Dream  is  fuppofed  to  ridicule  it. 

"  He  borrini's  mo  many  of  hit 
fcmimenrs  and  iterations  from  the 
old  Mythology,  for  which  it  is 
vain  to  plead  the  example  of  the 
ancient  poets:  the  deities  which 
tliev  introduced  fo  frequently,  were 
confidered  as  realities,  fo  far  as  to 
be  received  by  the  imagination, 
wharever  lo  er  tea  Ion  might  even 
then  determine.  But  ot  thefe  ima- 
ges time  has  tarnifhed  the  fplen- 
tlor.  A  fiction,  not  only  detected 
but  fMplicd,  ran  never  afford  a 
I'olid  baiis  to  any  pofition,  though 
fometimes  it  may  Fomifli  a  tran- 
fier.t  allufio'n,  or  flight illuftraii.^. 
No  mouern  monarch  can  be  much 
ex.JteJ  by  hearing  tint,  as  Her- 
cules had  had  bin  club,  he  has  his 


«'  But  of  the  praife  of  Waller, 
[hftugh  much  may  be  taken  away, 
much  will  remain  ;  for  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  he  added  fomeihing 
to  our  elegance  of  diction,  and 
fomi'thing  to  our  propriety  of  , 
thought;  and  tn  him  may  be  ap- 
plied what  Taffo  laid,  with  equal 
fpirit  and  jurtice,  of  himfelf  and 
Ouiirini,  when,  having  perufed  the 
Ptjlor  Fi,l°,  he  cried  out,  "  If  he 
"  bad  not  read  Ami.Ha,  he  had 
"   not  excelled  it." 

From  the  Preface  to  Milton's 
works,  we  have  already  given  our 
readers  a  large  cxtraft.  The  poet 
who  follows  next  in  the  feries,  ji 
the  celebrated  author  of  hmJUtajk 
The  original  idea  of  this  peem  is, 
he  thinks,  undoubtedly  to  be  found 
in  the  hiltory  of  Den  Quixotic. 
"  Cervantes,  be  obferves,  iliews 
a  man  who  having  by  the  incef- 
fanc  pertifal  of  incredible  tales, 
fubjpcled  his  understanding  to  his 
imagination,  and  familiarised  his 
mind  by  pertinacious  mrdiiation 
to  think  of  incredible  events,  and 
fcenes  of  impnfiihle  exigence,  goes 
out  in  th?  pride  of  knighthood  to 
redrefs  wrongs  and  defend  vitgins, 
to  refcue  captive  princtfTes  and 
tumble  ufurper*  from  their  thrones  ; 
attended  by  a  'ftpiirc,  whofe  cun- 
ning, ton  low  lor  the  fufpicion  of 
a  generous  mind,  enables  him  of- 
ten to  cheat  his  mailer. 

'   The  hero  of  Butler,   is  a  Pref- 


bvte 


whoii 


:nun- 


ge. 


of  legal  authority,  and  [h. 
rage  of  Jealous  ignorance,  r; 
the  couinrv  to  reprefj  foperilttion, 
and  correct  atules,  accompaniec 
by  an  Indcpendanl  clerk,  difputa- 
(ious  and  obftinate,  with  whim 
he   often   debates,   but   never  con- 


»i 
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"  Cervantes  had  fo  much  kind- 
nefs  lor  Don  Quixotte,  that,  how- 
ever lie  embarafLs  him  with  ab- 
furd  di  ft  re  Acs,  he  gives  him  fo 
much  fenfe  and  virtue  as  rr<ay  pre- 
ferve  our  efteem  ;  wherever  he  is, 
or  whatever  he  does,  he  is  made 
by  match Icfs  dexterity  commonly 
ridiculous,  but  never  contempti- 
ble. 

"  But  for  poor  Hudibrafs,  hit 
poet  hcd  no  tendcrnefs ;  he  chufes 
not  that  any  pity  mould  be  (hewn, 
or  rcfpect  paid  him  ;  he  gives  him 
up  at  once  to  laughter  and  con- 
tempt, without  any  quality  that 
can  dignify  or  protect. 

•'  In  forming  the  character  of 
Hudibrafs,  and  describing  his  pcr- 
fon  and  habiliments,  the  author 
feems  to  labour  wirh  a  tumultuous 
confuficn  of  difEmilar  ideas.  He 
had  read  the  hiiiory  of  the  mock 
knight-errant ;  he  knew  the  no- 
tions and  manner  of  a  Prefbyterian 
rnagiftrate,  and  tried  to  unite  the 
abfurdities  of  both,  however  dif- 
tant,  in  one  per  Ton  age. — Thus  he 
gave  him  that  pedantic  often  tad  on 
of  knowledge  which  has  no  rela- 
tion* to  chivalry ;  and  loads  him 
with  martial  encumbrances  that 
can  add  nothing  to  his  civil  dig- 
nity.  He  fends  him  out  a  cclo- 
itelling,  and  yet  never  brings  him 
within  fight  of  war." 

Dryden  follows  Butler,  and  our 
•  learned  critic  has  paid  him  the  am- 
/  pie  and  liberal  attention  he  fo  well 
deferves.  It  is  not  eafy  to  make 
feledtions  from  an  author,  who 
writes  with  fo  much  judgment  as 
Pr.  Johnfon,  without  doing  great 
injultice  to  the  parts.  The  two 
following  extracts,  which  contain 
his  cpinion  on  the  profe  and  poe- 
tical   language    of    JJryden,    are 


with 


written  with  great  fpirit,  {earning 
and  {xnetration. 

«•  Criticifm,  either  didactic  or 
defenfive,  occupies  aim  oft  all  his 
profe,  except  thofe  pages  which  he 
has  devoted  to  his  patrons ;  but 
none  of  his  prefaces  were  ever 
thought  tedious.  They  have  not 
the  formality  of  a  fettled  ftyle,  in  . 
which  the  fir  ft  half  of  the  fentenca 
betrays  the  other.  The  claofes  sura 
never  balanced,  nor  the  periods 
modelled ;  every  word  feems  to 
drop  by  chance,  though  it  falls 
into  its  proper  place.  Nothing  is 
cold  or  languid ;  the  whole  is  airy, 
animated,  and  vigorous ;  what  is 
little,  is  gay;  what  is  great,  is 
fplendid.  He  may  be  thought  to 
mention  himfelf  too  frequently  ; 
but  while  he  forces  himfelf  opoa 
our  efteem,  we  cannot  refute  him 
to  (land  high  in  his  own.  Every 
thing  is  excufed  by  the  play  of 
images  and  the  fpritelinefs  of  ex- 
preffion.  Though  all  is  eafy,.  no-  - 
thing  is  feeble ;  though  all  feems 
carelefs,  there  is  nothing  harfh  ;  * 
and  though,  fince  his  earlier  works, 
more  than  a  century  has  psAed, 
they  have  nothing  yet  uncouth  or 
obfolete. 

<<  He  who  writes  much,  will  not 
eafily  efcape  a  manner,  fuch  a  re* 
currence  of  particular  modes  as  may 
be  eafily  noted.  Dryden  is  always 
another  and  the  fame,  he  does  not 
exhibit  a  fecond  time  the  famo 
elegancies  in  the  fame  form,  nor 
appears  to  have  any  art  other  than 
that  of  expreffing  with  clearness 
what  he  thinks  with  vigour.  His 
ftyle  could  not  eafily  be  imitated, 
either  ferioufly  or  ludicroufly,  for 
being  always  equable  and  always 
varied,  it  has  no  prominent  or  drf* 
criminative  characters.  The  beauty 
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vtio  is  totally  free  from  difpropor- 
tion  of  parts  and  features  cannot 
be  ridiculed  by  an  overcharged  re- 
femblance." 

From  his  profe,  however,  at 
Dr.  Johnfon  properly  remarks, 
Dryden  derives  only  his  accidental 
and  fecondary  praife;  "  the  vene- 
ration, continues  he,  with  which 
his  name  is  pronounced  by  every 
cultivator  of  F.nglifli  literature,  is 
paid  to  him  as  he  refined  the  lan- 
guage, improved  the  fentiments* 
and  tuned  the  numbers  of  Engiifli 
poetry. 

"  After  about  half  a  century  of 
forced  thoughts,  and  rugged  metre, 
fome  advances  towards  nature  and 
harmony  I  been  already  made 
by  Waller  and  Denharn  ;  they  had 
fhewn  that  long  difeourfes  in  rhyme 
Brew  more  pleafing  when  they  were 
broken  into  couplets,  and  that 
verfe    conl  not  only   in    the 

number  but  the  arrangement  of  fyl- 
lables. 

"  But  (hough  they  did  much, 
who  can  deny  that  they  left  much 
to  do  ?  Their  works  were  not 
many,  nor  were  their  minds  of  very 
ample  comprchenfion.  More  ex- 
amples of  mure  modes  of  compofl- 
lion  were  neceffrry  for  the  eltablilh- 
ment  of  regularity,  and  the  in- 
troduction of  propriety  in  word  and 
thought. 

"  Jivery  language  of  a  learned 
nation  necelTarily  divides  itfelf  into 
diflion  fcholaflic  and  popular,  grave 
and  familiar,  elegant  ;md  grofs ; 
and  from  a  nice  diiliuclion  of  thefe 
different  pans,  arifes  a  great  part 
of  the  beauty  of  fly  if.  But  if  we 
except  a,  few  minds,  the  favourite* 
of  nature,  10  whom  their  own  ori- 
ginal rettitu.de  was  :n  the  place  of 
rules,  this  delicacy  of  fcleclion  waa 
little  known  to  our  authors ;  our 


183 

fpeedi  lay  before  them  in  a  heap 
of  confufion,  and  every  man  took 
for  every  purpole  what  chance  might 
offer  him. 

"  There  was  therefore  before  the 
time  of  Dryden  no  poetical  die- 
refined  from  the  grojfnefs  of  do- 
meflic  ufe,  and  free  from  the  harlh- 
nefa  of  terms  appropriated  to  par- 
ticular arts.  Words  too  familiar, 
or  too  remote,  deteat  the  purpofe 
of    a    poet.      From    thofe    founds 


coarfe  c 


fmall 


_  -Jfito 

■(lions,  or  de- 
lightful images,  and  words  to  which 
we  are  nearly  flrangers,  whenever 
they  occur,  draw  that  attention  on 
themfelves  which  they  fhould  con- 
vey to  things, 

"  Thofe  happy  combinations  of 
worda  which  diltinguiih  poetry 
from  profe,  had  been  rarely  at- 
tempted ;  we  had  few  elegancies  or 
flowers  of  fpeech,  the  rofes  had 
not  yet  been  plucked  from  the 
bramble,  or  different  colours  had 
not  been  joined  to  enliven  one 
another. 

'*  It  may  be  doubted  whether 
Waller  and  Denham  could  have 
overborn  the  prejudices  which  had 
long  prevailed,  and  which  even 
then  were  flickered  by  the  protec- 
tion of  Cowley.  The  new  verfifi. 
cation,  as  it  was  called,  may  be 
confidercd  as  owing  its  eitablilh- 
meut  to  Dryden  ;  from  whofe  time 
it  is  apparent  that  Englifh  poetry 
has  had  no  tendency   to   relapfe  10 

its  former  favagenej^lL — —      * 

-""The  minor  poets  that  follow 
Dryden,  from  Derham  down  to 
Hughes,  occupy  each  a  fmall  but 
well  -  proportioned  (bare  of  the 
author's  attention.  The  difiin- 
guiihing  features  and  tht 
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teriflic  faults  and  merits  of  each, 
are  always  marked  with  great  judg- 
ment and  p  red  lion. 

Before  we  di  unit's  this  article,  it 
will  be  ncccfiary  to  take  iome  no- 
tice of  the  hiitorical  part  of  thefe 
prefaces. — The  great  reputation 
which  Doctor  Johnfon  has  already 
acquired  as  a  moral  and  biogra- 
phical writer,  will  not  fuffer  any 
diminution  from  his  prefent  fuc- 
ce Is ful  attempt  to  give  (as  he  him- 
felfwellexprcfles  it)  uftful pleafure. 
•—Great  cure  appears  to  have  been 
taken  in  reletting  the  molt  authen- 
tic materials)  :  the  errors,  into 
which  partiality,  prejudice,  or 
w.tnt  of  dilcemment,  have  led  any 
of  his  prcdeccfTors.  are  judiciouily 
corrected  ;  and  every  pait  is  inter- 
fpcr.'cd  with  thole  beautiful  effu- 
fions  of  moral  fentimenr,  and  re- 
marks on  the  manners  of  mankind, 
which  diftinguifh  him  beyond  any 
vritcr  in  the  Engliih  language.— 
Jut  whilft  we  do  him  jultice  in  this 
refpeci,  it  is  impoflible  not  to  ob- 


ferve  that  many  parts  of  bis  work 
bear  ilrong  marks  of  thofe  politi- 
cal prejudices,  under  the  influent e 
of  which  it  is  well  known  bis  mind 
unfortunately  labours.  It  is  for 
his  own  fake  we  wifti  tbat  he  had, 
on  the  prefent  occafion,  rep  re  fled 
an  uitlefs  zeal.  We  (hould  be  forry 
to  think,  with  him,  that  virulence 
and  malevolence  really  belong  to 
any  party  :—  he  has  taught  us  that 
they  certainly  do  not  belong  to 
one  alone. — If  fa&ion,  (i.  e.  the 
party  we  oppole)  feldom,  as  he 
fays,  leaves  a  man  hone  ft,  however 
it  might  find  him,  how  will  the 
jealous  dignity  of  Doctor  Johnfon's 
character  brook  the  fufpicions  of, 
perhaps,  the  greater  part  of  his 
readers  ?  The  bad  men  of  both 
fides,  who  have  an  intcreft  in  the 
deftrudion  of  all  character,  will  be 
glad  to  make  ufe  of  his  authority  ; 
and  he  cannot  complain  if  thofe  of 
the  adverfe  party  bring  his  own 
example  as  one  proof  of  his  rule  *. 

AHif- 


*  The  part  which  Milton  took  in  the  public  tranfaclions  of  the  times,  he  lived 
in,  items  to  have  made  him  particularly  obnoxious  to  our  learned  critic.  We 
fhall  therefore  fubmit  to  our  readers  fome  of  the  mifrcpreientations  of  which  he 
is  accufed,  together  with  the  anlwers  that  have  been  given  to  them.  "  I an% 
€l  ajhamed,  fa>s  Dr.  Johnfon,  to  relate  nvhat  I  am  afraid  is  too  true,  that  MU- 
"  ton  *wat  the  la  ft  fiudent  in  either  unvverfily  that  fuffer  ed  the  public  indignity  of 
ic  corporal  punijkment" — The  only  evidence  of  Milton's  having  fuffered  this 
indignity  reits  on  the  following  lines,  taken  from  his  verfes  to  Dtodati. 

Ncc  dun  lihet  ufquc  ininas  perfcrre  magiftri, 
Cateraque  ingenio  non  fubeunda  mec— 

Thcfumetbivg  fife,  he  contends,  muft  be  corporal  correction;  for  he  adds,, 
nvhat  ijcas  more  than  threats,  was  evidently  f-unijbmvnt.  To  this  it  is  anfwer- 
ed,  that  by  rendering  extern  in  the  fmgular  number,  fomething  elfe  j  he  has 
made  the  application  particular,  which  in  the  original  is  general.—- He  has  at- 
tempted to  pervert  the  feme  (till  farther,  by, explaining  cetera,  fomething  more 
than  threats  \ — whereas  it  means  in  general  the  many  iniults,  beiides  threats, 
to  wliivh  academical  fuhordination  might  make  him  liable.  But  however 
this  may  be,  he  is  certainly  not  the  lait  ftudent  in  either  univerfity  that  fuf* 
fcrcd  this  indignity.  At  Oxford,  both  in  the  public  and  private  (latutes,  the 
.injunction  of  inflicting  corporal  punilhment  on  boys  under  fixteen  remain* 
ia  force  at  this  day  $  and  at  fome  colleges,  where  the  foundation  fcholars  are 

elcftcd 
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A  ffiftsrv  of  the  Military  Tran/ac- 
tutu  cf  the  Bfitifh  Nation  ,n  In- 
doiian.     I'ol.  II. 


T 


HE  firft  volume  cf  thi: 
tory  was   publilhed   in 


hlf- 


count  of  it,,-  affairs  orlndia,   dov 

to  (he   .  ommenctment  of  the  w 

between   the   Englilh    and   Eren. 

in  1756.    To  the  continuation™ 

before  us  is  prefixed  an  enquiry  in 

the  rife  and   progrefs  of  the  Enj_ 

liiri  commerce    in   the   province  of    Boughi 

Bengal.  and  aliilled 

It- appears  that  the  trade  of  this 
country  was  opened  to  the  Englilh, 
by  means  of  a  furgeon  named 
Bougbtcn,  who,  in  1636,  was  lent 
from  Surat  to  Agra,  to  attend  a 
daughter  of  the  Emperor  Shaw 
lehan.  His  endeavours  for  the 
cure  of  ihe  lady  proving  fuccefsful, 
the  Emperor,  befules  other  fa- 
vours, granted  hrm  the  privilege 
of  a  free  trade  throughout  his  do- 
minions. Hiving  obtained  this 
indulgence,  B'su^hton  immediately 
proceeded  to  Bengal,  where  he  in- 
tended 10  purchafe  goods,  and  to 
carry  tliem  by  fea 


to  remain  in  the  coontry  ;  giving 
him  at  the  fame  time  a  handfomtt 
Jlipend,  and  confirming  the  privi- 
lege that  had  been  granted  by,  the 
Cmperor,  with  a  promife  to  extend 
it  to  all  others  of  the  Englilh  na- 
tion who  mould  come  to  Bengal. 
Bough  ton  feat  an  account  of  his  iuc- 
cefs  to  the  Englilh  governor  of  So- 
rat,  by  whofe  advice  the  company 
in  1640  fent  two  ihips  from  Eng- 
land to  Bengal,  the  agents  of  which 
being  introduced  to  (he  Nabob  by 
kindly  received, 
■mwcantilctran- 


1'or  fome  years  the  Englilh  c 


either 


h.d  n 


r  of  ihofe  plai 
mp'oyed  to  cure  a  favourite  HJ 
ian  belonging  to  the  Nabob  i 
the  province;   which  having  eifec- 


without  any  moleitath 
terwnrdi  the  governn 
dilavowing  the  patents  that  had 
been  granted  to  Boughton,  or  anni- 
hilating their  operation  hv  the  nar- 
row couftruclion  which  they  now 
put  upon  them,  the  fettlers  were 
obliged  to  pay  the  fame  duties  with 
other  merchants.  Nor  was  this 
the  only  infra&ion  of  former  ili pa- 
ctions that  they  began  to  expe- 
rience. The  Nabob  henceforth 
aflumed  a  more  arbitrary  conduce 
towards  them,  and  their  commerce 
was  frequently  interrupted  by  un- 
ufual  exertions  of  defpotifm. 

Againft  thefe  evils  our  author  ob- 
ferves,    that   there  were  only  two 


ailed  upon  him     remedies,  namely, 


ted,   the 

eleclcd  very  young,  it  w«  commonly  praftlfed  down  to  the  beginning  of  the 
prclent  century.  In  another  place  he  afltrts,  that  "  ATI/tea  entirety  omitteJ 
"  all fraytr,  either  in  bis  family,  or  in  priv.rtr."  Wiih  regard  in  the  Litter 
part  of  the  charge,  it  is  anlWred,  that  it  dellroys  itfelf,  lor  lolkary  prayer 
could  only  he  known  to  God  and  himltlf. — As  to  family  prayer,  it  appears  t» 
he  a  calumny  drawn  from  an  expreiliun  of  Toland's,  who  fayi,  "  thai  in  tlie 
■'  hitter  part  «f  his  life,  he  frequented  none  of  the  afTi'mMies  i.f  any  particular 
41  feet  ot  Llirilti-Jiis,  nar  /r:it:ie  tiff  ef  tleirp-nilieir  ritts  in  tii  imntly."  Bilhnp 
Newton  lias  altered  this,  into  bii  net  nf::::\  ra:-;  riH^aus  rite.'  in  tin  family.  A mt 
from  the  biflion,  si  a  ftory  never  lofts  in  the  telling.  Dr.  Joliufoa  roundly 
Concludes  that  lie  neoir  ufed  prayer  in  hit  family. 

*  See  Ann.  Vol  VII.  Reg.  t«  .764. 

-cither 
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either  of  which  coo  Id  not  fail  of 
proving  detrimental  to  the  com- 
pany, confidering  that  the  Bengal 
trade,  notwithstanding  the  various 
reftraints  impofed  by  the  Nabob, 
was  ftill  very  lucrative.  For  forty 
years  therefore  the  Englifli  com- 
pany attempted  no  military  re- 
si  fiance. 

But  the  peaceable  acqnicfcence  of 
the  Englilh  rather  in  ere  a  fed  than 
diminimed  the  exactions  impofed 
by  the  governors  of  the  province  ; 
befides,  that  the  ads  of  oppreffion 
exercifed  by  thofe  inferior  defpots 
were  abetted  by  the  Emperor  at 
Delhi.  Determined  therefore  to 
try  the  eflelt  of  arms,  the  company 
in  the  year  1685,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  King  James  II.  fitted 
out  two  fleets,  one  of  which  was 
ordered  to  cruife  at  the  bar  of  Su- 
rat,  on  all  vefiels  belonging  to  the 
Mogul's  fubjefts,  and  the  other  de- 
figned  not  only  to  commit  hoftili- 
ties  by  fea  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Ganges,  but  likewife  carried  fix 
hundred  regular  troops,  in  order 
to  attack  the  Nabob  of  Bengal  by 
land. 

The  conduit  of  this  war  was  en- 
trufted  to  Job  Charnock,  the  com- 

1) toy's  principal  agent  at  Hugh- 
ey,  a  man  of  courage,  but  void  of 
military  experience.  He  defeated 
the  forces  of  the  Nabob  in  two 
different  a&ions  ;  but  pitching 
his  camp  in  an  unhealthy  part 
of  the  province,  in  the  fpace 
of  three  months  he  loft  by  fick- 
ne(s  three  hundred  Europeans, 
which  was  two  thirds  of  his  whole 
force. 

The  misfortune  attending  the 
army  was  compenfated  by  the 
fuccefs  of  the  fleet  thac  had  been 
fent  cut  to  Surat,  which  greatly 
diftrefled  the  trade  of  the  Mogul's 
iybjc&s,    and    took    from    them 


prizes  to  the  amount  of  a  milium 
ilerling  money.  The  clamour  raif- 
ed  by  the  merchants  in  coufe- 
quence  of  this  di fader,  induced  the 
Emperor  to  fend  one  of  his  officer! 
from  Delhi,  with  orders  to  hear 
the  complaints  of  the  Englilh,  nod 
to  mitigate  the  oppreffion*  which 
they  had  fofFered.  Hoftilmes  foon 
after  ceafed  ;  and  by  a  treaty  sign- 
ed in  Augult,  16S 7,  it  was  ftipa- 
lated  that  the  Englifli  (hould  not 
only  be  permitted  to  return  to  all 
their  factories  in  the  province,  bat 
might  likewife  erect  docks  and 
magazines  at  Ulabarca,  a  village 
fituated  on  the  weftern  bank,  about 
fifty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river. 

This  tresrty  was  no  fooner  ra- 
tified than  the  war  at  Surat  broke 
out  afrefti,  and  the  Nabob  of  Ben- 
gal not  only  gave  op  the  Englifli 
trade  to  the  rapine  of  his  officers, 
but  demanded  a  very  large  furo, 
as  an  indemnification  for  the  lofs 
which  the  country  had  foftained  by 
the  late  hoftilities.  la  conTequence 
of  fome  unexpected  events,  how- 
ever, an  accommodation  again  took 
place  between  the  contending  par- 
ties  without  this  requisition  oeing 
granted  ;  and  the  company  receiv- 
ed a  patent  from  the  Emperor,  al- 
lowing them  to  trade  free  of  cus- 
toms, on  condition  of  paying  an-* 
nually  the  fum  of  three  thoufand 
roupees. 

In  1696,  an  in  furred  ion  was  com- 
menced by  the  rajahs  on  the  weftern 
fide  of  the  river  Hughley,  within 
whofe  jurifdi&ion  were  fituated  the 
principal  fettle  men  t<  of  tbe~EngIi(h, 
French,  and  Dutch,  all  which  im- 
mediately augmenting  their  refpec- 
tive  forces,  declared  for  the  Na- 
bob ;  of  whom  they  at  the  fame 
time  requeued  permiffion  to  put 
their  factories  into  a  ftate  of  da* 

fcuce* 
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fence.  The  Nabob  ordered  them 
in  general  terms  to  defend  them- 
felves;  and  they,  confidering  this 
order  as  implying  a  grant  of  their 
requeft,  proceeded  with  all  expedi- 
tion to  raife  walls  and  ballions 
round  their  factories ;  of  which 
that  of  the  Engliih  was  at  Cal- 
cutta, where  they  had  built  their 
principal  magazines.  Such  was 
the  origin  of  the  three  European 
forts  in  the  province  of  Bengal,  the 
full  that  ever  were  fuifered  to  be 
.ereited  by  foreigners  within  the 
Mogul  empire. 

In  1698,  they  obtained  from 
Azim-al-Shah,  (he  grandfon  of 
Aurengzebe,  permiflion  to  purchafe 
from  the  Zemindar  or  Indian  pro. 
prietor,  the  town  of  Soola-kutty, 
Calcutta,  and  Govind-pore.  with 
tlieir  dillrifls,  the  prince  reierving 
an  annual  line.  About  this  time, 
the  union  of  the  two  companies, 
by  augmenting  the  Hock,  increafed 
the  trade,  and  enlarged  the  views 
of  the  direction.  The  commerce 
of  Bengal  more  efpecially  became 
the  objefl  of  their  attention.  The 
fubordinate  factories  of  Coflimbu- 
zar,  Dacca,  and  Ballafore,  were 
refettled  :  the  exports  and  imports 
were  doubled  in  value  and  quan- 
tity, and  the  garrilbn  of  Calcutta 
was  augmented  to  100  men:  all 
which  the  government  of  Bengal, 
contrary  to  its  ufual  maxims,  be- 
held without  repugnance,  and  even 
without  demanding  money  as  the 
price  of  its  forH'.irjnrc  and  favour. 
_  The  increnfing  importance  of  the 
colony  induced  (he  company,  in 
1707,  to  withdraw  the  fcttlements 
in  it  from  their  former  dependence 
on  Madrafs,  and  to  declare  Cal- 
cu((a  a  pieftdency  accountable  only 
to  the  direction  in  England. 

"    The    tranquility  which    the 


company  now  enjoyed  was  in  ft 
Ihort  time  difturbed  by  the  Nabob 
Jaffier  Khan,  at  this  time  appointed 
Governor  of  Bengal,  and  who  was 
better  enabled  to  take  cognizance 
of  their  affairs  by  having  remov- 
ed the  feat  of  government  from 
Dacca  to  Mujiadavad,  in  the  centre 
of  the  province.  Mixing  polity 
wiih  opprelEon,  he  greatly  rcllrain- 
ed  the  freedom  of  their  commerce, 
without  openly  violating  the  privi- 
leges which  they  had  obtained 
from  Aorengzebe  and  Azim-al- 
Shah.  In  order  to  obtain  a  redrcfj 
of  their  grievances,  the  prefidency 
df  Calcutta,  fn  the  year  1713,  pro- 
pofed  to  the  company  in  England 
the  fending  an  embafly,  fupported 
by  a  valuable  prefent,  to  the  Great 
Mogul.  The  expedient  was  accord- 
ingly adopted  ;  and  after  various 
dt'lsys  occafioned  by  the  intrigues 
of  the  vizir,  they  at  length  ob- 
tained the  principal  objects  of  their 
million.  One  of  thole  was,  that 
the  company  fhnuld  be  allowed  ta 
purchafe  ihirty-feven  towns  in  Ben- 
gal, which  would  give  them  a  dif- 
uiCt  extending  tun  miles  fouih  of 
Calcutta  along  the  banks  of  (he 
river  Hughley,  the  paiTage  of  which 
might  be  eafily  commanded  by  the: 
erection  of  batteries  or  redoubts  j 
and  what  added  to  the  value  of  the 
acquifition  was,  that  the  revenue 
of  the  territory  would  be  fufficient 
to  defray  the  charge  of  its  protec- 
tion. The  conferences  of  fo  ad- 
vantageous a  grant  were  beheld 
with  indignation  by  the  Nabob 
Jsifier,  who  had  endeavoured  from, 
the  beginning  to  counteract  the 
purpofe  of  the  embaffy  ;  but  not 
daring  openly  to  difpute  the  Mo- 
gul's orders,  he  prevailed,  by  fe- 
cret  intrigues,  with  the  holders  of 
the  land,  not  to  part  with  it  to  the 
company 
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company  upon  any  terms  which 
might  be  offered.  Jaflur  however 
admitted  the  immunity  of  the  com- 
pany's trade,  which  no  longer 
paid  any  cufloms  in  the  province*. 

"  In  (he  mean  time,  the  fettle- 
ment  of  Calcutta  had  attracted  fuch 
a  number  of  inhabitants,  as  excit- 
ed the  jealoufy  of  the  Governor  of 
Hughley,  who,  pretending  that  he 
fliould  be  puniflied  for  fullering  fo 
many  of  the  Mogul's  lu'ojccts  to 
withdraw  themfelves  from  his  ju- 
risdiction, threatened  to  fend  a 
cadi,  or  Mahomedan  judge,  and 
cjfncers  of  the  police,  to  adminifter. 
julii"e  amonglr.  the  natives  living 
under  the  Englifh  flag.  The  mea- 
fure  would  have  renewed  the  fame 
inconveniences,  which  had  forced 
the  Englifh  to  quit  Hughley  :  it  was 
therefore  counteracted  by  a  bribe 
given  to  Azim-al-Shah,  who  for- 
bad the  Governor  of  Hughley  from 
proceeding  in  his  intentions.  By 
this  conilant  attention  to  money, 
.Azim-al-Shah  in  three  years  amaf- 
fed  three  millions  of  pounds  fter- 
ling,  which  he  carried  with  him 
out  of  the  province  :  but  he  left 
behind  him  his  fon  Furrukfhir  to 
get  more;  who,  in  1713,  gained 
the  throne,  after  his  father  had 
peri  Hied  in  difputing  it  with  his 
brothers." 

From  this  time,  the  Englifh 
company  continued  to  reap  the 
fruits  of  their  commercial  privi- 
leges till  tlie  year  1756,  when,  by 
the  rupture  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  by  the  inteftine 
ciivifions  in  India,  it  necefTarily 
became  involved  in  all  the  calami- 
ties of  war.  The  military  uan- 
faftions  of  this  period,  arc  related 
with  the  fame  precifion  and  accu- 
racy which  diiiir.guiihed  the  for- 
mer volume  of  this  hiilory  ;  and  if 
6 


in  the  language  and  forms  cf  ex- 
predion  there  appear  frequent 
marks  of  hallc  and  inattention,  they 
may  readily  be  pardoned  in  a  work 
of  fuch  extent  and  labour. 


Ifaiah  ;  a  new  TranJIaficn,  ivitb  a 
preliminary  DtJfertation%  and  Nota 
critical,  philological,  and  expla- 
natory. By  Robert  Low th,  D.  D. 
F.  R.  S.S.  Lond.  and  Got  ting. 
Lord  Bijkcp  cf  London.  4/0. 

THE  verfions  that  have  hither- 
to appeared  of  the  pro- 
phecies of  Ifaiah,  both  in  ancient 
and  modern  languages,  having 
been  made  on  a  miliaken  opinion 
of  the  nature  of  thofe  compofitions; 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  they 
have  failed  in  giving  a  juft  and 
exprefiive  referable  nee  of  the  ori- 
ginal. "  It  has,  I  think,  fays  the 
learned  prelate,  been  univerfally 
underftood,  that  the  prophecies  of 
Ifaiah  are  written  in  profe.  The 
ftyle,  the  thoughts,  the  images, 
the  exprefiions,  have  been  allowed, 
to  be  poetical,  and  that  in  the 
higheft  degree :  but  that  they  are 
written  in  verfe,  in  meafure,  or 
rhythm,  or  whatever  it  is  that  dif-  , 
tinguifhes,  as  poetry,  the  composi- 
tion of  thofe  books  of  the  Old  Tef- 
tameut,  which  are  allowed  to  be 
poetical,  fuch  as  job,  the  Pialms, 
and  the  Proverbs,  from  the  hiftori- 
cal  books,  as  mere  profe;  this  has 
never  been  fuppofed,  at  leaft  has 
not  been  at  any  time  the  prevail- 
ing opinion.  The  opinions  of  the1 
learned  concerning  Hebrew  verfe 
have  been  various  ;  their  ideas  of 
the  nature  of  it  vague,  obfeure,  and 
imperfect ;  yet  itill  there  has  been 
a  general  perfuafion,  that  fom.e 
books  of  the  OJd  Teftarnent  are 

written. 
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written    in    ver(B  ;    bat    that     the  which  every  line  is   marked  by  it* 

writings  of  the  prophets,  are  not  of  initial   letter;   the   other    nine  led 

thai  number."  perfectly    alphabetical,     in     which 

The  defign  of  the  preliminary  every    llanza   only    is    fo    diitin- 

diliertation    is    to  refute   this  erro-  guifhed." 

neoua  opinion  ;  to  fhew  that  there  After  examining  fome  remark- 
is  a  maniftft  conformity  between  able  tirctimllances  in  thefe  compo- 
ihe  prophetical  Ityle  and  that  of  fitions,  hc^concludes,  that  "  boik 
tiie  bocks  fuppolcd  to  be  metrical;  thefe  Ipecies  of  alphabetical  poems 
a  conformity  in  every  known  part  confill  of  verfes  properly  fo  called ; 
of  ilie  poetical  character,  which  of  verfes  regulated  by  fame  ob-  . 
equally  dilcriminates  the  piopheti-  fervation  of  harmony  or  cadence  ; 
cal  and  the  metrical  books,  from  of  meafore,  numbers,  or  rhythm, 
thofc  acknowledged  to  be  profe.  For  it  is  not  at  all  probable  in  the 
This  fubjccl,  which  the  learned  nature  of  the  thing,  or  from  ex- 
author  had  before  treated  in  his  amples  of  the  like  kind  'in  other 
eighteenth  and  nineteenth  Prelec-  languages,  that  a  portion  of  mere 
ti6n; .  is  here  more  fully  and  mi-  profe,  in  which  numbers  and  har- 
nutely  difcufled,  many  are  totally  tlifregarded,  ffvould 

"   The   firll,   he  fays,   and   moil  be  laid  out  according   to  a  fcale  of 

manifeil  indication  of  verfe  in  the  divifion,   which  carries  with  it  fuch 

Hebrew  poetical  books,  ptefents  it.  evident  marks  of  ftndy  and  labour, 

felf  in  the  acroilick  or  alphabetical  of  art  in  the  contrivance,   and  e) 

poems,  of  which  there  happily  re-  aclnefs  in  the  execution.     And  i 

main  many  examples,  and  ihofe  of  general,   that  the  reft  of  the  poems 

various    kinds.      The    nature,    or  of  the  Hebrews,   bearing  evidently 

rather  the  form,  of   thefe  poems  is  ihe   fame  marks  and  character  iltks 

this  :   the  poem  confills  of  twenty-  of  compofition  with  the  alphabeti- 

Iwo  lines,  ur  of  twenty-two  fyltems,  cal    poems   in   other   relpecli,    and 

of  lines,  or  periods,  or  (lanzas,  ac-  falling  into  regular  lines,  often  into 

cording  to  the   number  of  the  let-  regular  ftanzas,    according   to   the 

tcrs  ol   the  Hebrew  alphabet;   and  paufrs  of  the  fentences,  which  ftan- 

every  line,   or  every  llanza,  begins  zas  and  lines  have  a  certain  parity 

with  eai.h  letter  in  its  order,  as  it  or  proportion  to  one  another,  thele 

ilands  in  the  alphabet,  that  is,  the  likewife  confift  of  verfe  meafured 

firft   line,     or    firft  llanza,     begins  by  the  ear,  and  regulated  accord- 

with  ileph,  the  lecond  with  beth,  ing  to  force  general  laws  of  metre, 

and  fo  on.      There  arc  Hill  extant  rhythm,   harmony, 


in  the   books  of   the  Old  Teita.         The  attempt  to 
ment,    twelve  *   of  thefe  poems  ;     of  the   Hebrew  m 
reckoning  the  four  firft  chapters  of     he  conliiJers  as  vai 
the   Lamentations   of  Jeremiah   as     but    he   conceives 
fo  many  didiriCt  poems  ;  three  -f  of    other    circumliini 
Ihem    perlectly    alphabetical  :    in    ciently  difcriiiiifla 

difcover  the  laws 
etre,  or  rhythm, 
nandimpoiiiblc: 
that    there   ais 
:es    which    fufii- 
:e  (he  parts  of  the 

•  Pfal.  xxv,  xxxiv,  xxxvii,  cxi,  Otii,  cxix,  exlv.     Vvqv 
f  Pfal.  cxl,  cxii.    Lam.  iii. 

,x*xi.   V.  iO-Jl. 

.    Hebrew 
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torn  of  the  whole  fen  ten  ce,  and  of 
the  conftructive  parts7;  fuch  as  noun 
anfwering  to  noun,  verb  to  verb, 
member  to  member,  negative  to 
negative,  interrogative  to  interro- 
gative. 

*  Praifc  ye  Jehovah,  ye  of  the  earth ; 
Ye  fea-monrters,  and  ail  deeps  : 
Fire  and  hail,  fnow  and  vap-.ur,  Sec. 

Pf.  cxlviii.  7. 

*  Is  fuch  then  the  faft  which  I  choofe  r 
That  a  man  Ihould  afflict  his  foul  for  a 

day? 
Is  it,  that  he  fliould  bow  down  his  head 

like  a  bulrmh; 
And  fpread  fackcloth  and    afhes   for  his 

couch,  &c.     If  a.  lviii.  5,  6. 

,  In  thefe  inftances  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  though  there  are  per- 
haps no  two  lines  corresponding 
one  with  another  as  equivalent  or 
oppotite  in  terms  ;  yet  there  is  a 
parallelifm  equally  apparent,  and 
a i moil  as  ilriking,  which  arifes  from 
tke  fimilar  form  and  equality  of  the 
lines,  from  the  correfpondence  of 
the  members  and  the  construction  ; 
the  confeqoence  of  which  is  a  har- 
mony and  rhythm  little  inferior  in 
effect  to  that  of  the  two  kinds  pre  - 
ceding. 

*•  Of  the  three  different  forts  of 
parallels,  as  above  explained,  every 
one  hath  its  peculiar  character  and 
proper  effect :  and  therefore  they 
are  differently  employed  on  dif- 
ferent occafions  .  .  .  Synonymous 
parallels  have  the  appearance  of  art 
and  concinnity,  and  a  iludied  ele- 
gance. They  prevail  chiefly  in 
fhorter  poems  ;  in  many  of  the 
Pfalms ;  in  Balaam's  prophecies ; 
frequently  in  thofe  of  Ifaiah,  which 
are  moft  of  them  diftinct  poems  of 
no  great  length.  The  antithetic 
parallelifm  gives  an  acute nefs  and 
force  to  adages  and  moral  fen- 
tences ;  and  therefore  abounds  in 
Solomon's  proverbs,  and  el  it  where 
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is  not  often  to  be  met  with.  The" 
poem  of  Job,  being  on  a  large  . 
plan,  and  in  a  high  tragic  flyle, 
though  very  exact  in  the  divifion  of 
the  lines,  and  in.  the  parallelifm, 
and  affording  many  fine  examples 
of  the  fy nonymous  kind,  yet  con- 
filts  chiefly  of  the  conftructive.  'A 
happy  mixture  of  the  feveral  forts 
gives  an  agreeable  variety  ;  and 
they  ferve  mutually  to  recommend 
and  fet  off  one  a'nother." 

He  next  confiders  the  di din 61  ion 
of  Hebrew  verfes  into  longer  and 
fhorter,  founded '  alfo  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  alphabetic  poems ; 
one  third  of  the  whole  number 
being  manifeftly  cf  the  larger  fort 
of  verfe,  the  reft  of  the  fhorter. 
He  does  not  attempt  exactly  to  de- 
fine, by  the  number  of  fy  liable? , 
the  limit  which  feparates  one  fort 
of  verfe  from  the  other ;  all  that 
he  affirms  is  this ;  that  one  of  the 
three  poems  perfectly  alphabetical, 
and  therefore  infallibly  divided 
into  its  verfes ;  and  three  of  the 
nine  other  alphabetical  poems,  di- 
vided into  their  verfes,  after  the 
manner  of  the  perfectly  aphabeti- 
cal,  with  the  greateft  degree  of 
probability ;  that  thefe  four  poems, 
being  the  four  fir  ft  Lamentations  of 
Jeremiah,  fall  into  verfes  abont 
one  third  longer,  taking  them  one 
with  another,  than  thofe  of  the 
other  eight  alphabetical  poems.—* 
Example  of  thefe  long  verfes  from 
a  poem  perfectly  alphabetical : 

<  I  am  the  man,  that  hath  feen  affliction, 

by  the  rod  of  his  anger : 
He  hath  led  me,  and  made  me  walk  in 

darknefs,  and  not  in  light,'  Sec, 

Lam.  ill,  1—4, 

Examples  of  the  fame  fort  of 
verfe,  where  the  limits  of  the  verfes5 
are  to  be  collected  only  from  the 
poetical  conduction  of  the  fen* 
tences: 

f  Tbq 
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«  The  law  of  Jehovah  is  perfe£,  restor- 
ing the  foul :  ' 

The  teftimony  of  Jehovah  is  fure,  making 
wife  the  Ample,'  &c.    Pf.  xix.  7. 

*  A  found  of  a  multitude  in  the  moun- 
tains, as  of  many  people  ; 

A  found  of  the  tumult  ei  kingdoms,  of 
nations  gathered  together,"  If  a.  xiii.  4. 

The  learned  prelate  having  efta- 
bliihed,  on  the  grounds  we  have 
already  mentioned,  h-is  opinion  con- 
cerning the  compofition  of  the 
prophetical  writings,  proceeds  to 
point  out  the  very  important  ad- 
vantages which  are  to  be  deriv- 
ed from  this  fource,  both  to  the 
tranflator  and  interpreter  of  the 
fcriprures. 

Flatnefs,  be  obferves,  and  infi- 
pidity,  will  generally  be  the  con- 
fequences  of  a  deviation  from  the 
native  manner  of  an  original, 
which  has  a  real  merit  and  a  pe- 
culiar force  ©f  its  own.  To  ex- 
preis  therefore  the  form  and  fafhion 
of  the  compofition  becomes  <as  ne- 
ceflary  in  a  tranflation,  as  to  give 
the  author's  fenfe  with  fidelity  and 
exaclnefs :  but  with  what  futcefs 
can  this  be  attempted,  when  the 
tranflator  him felf  has  an  inadequate 


or  even  falfe  idea  of  the  real  cha- 
racter of  the  author,  as  a  writer ; 
of  the  general  nature  and  of  the 
peculiar  form  of  the  compofition  ? 

He  next  proves,  in  a  number  of 
examples,  that  this  attention  to 
the  peculiar  turn  and  caft  of  the 
original,  may  be  of  ftill  greater  ufe 
to  the  interpreter,  by  leading  him 
into  the  meaning  of  obfeure  words 
and  phrafes,  apd  by  fuggeiHng  the 
true  reading  where  the  text  is  cor- 
rupted. 

With  regard  to  the  fidelityof  the 
tranflation  noW  offered  to  the 
public*  the  excellent  author  has 
entered  very  largely  into  the  prin- 
ciples of  criticifm,  and  the  method 
of  interpretation,  on  which  he  has 
proceeded.  It  would  be  impoffible 
to  do  juftice  to  this  part  of  his  dif- 
fertation  without  tranferibing  the 
whole ;  we  fhall  therefore  content 
ourfelves  with  faying,  that  the 
principal  objects  of  his  invaluable 
observations  are,  the  Maloretic 
punctuation,  the  date  of  the  He- 
brew text,  and  the  ancient  verfions 
of  the  Old  Teftament. 


* 


The  article  from  our  <very  refpefiable  correfpondent  at  Liverpool, 
nuas9  by  fome  accident ,  mijlaid\  but  Jh  all  be  infer  ted  in  the  next  volume*  . 
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